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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States jurists saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation neither can he deserve it. We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (1 Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (1 John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (1 Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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PHILEMON

INTRODUCTION

This letter was written together with Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians during Paul’s first Roman imprisonment. Its position in the Bible was chosen by the Church Fathers who saw that it was like Timothy and Titus, a letter to an individual, rather than an epistle to a corporate group as were the other prison epistles.

BACKGROUND

[1]
Geographical

Philemon lived in a city called Colossae which was in modern day Asiatic Turkey in the Phrygian country called Anatolia.

There is no city there today, just the ruins but it was a great city at the time of Paul. A companion epistle was written to the church at Colossae, the epistle to the Colossians.

[2]
The Main Players

Philemon

Philemon was a very rich man who had come to a saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. He apparently had come down to Ephesus and listened to Paul who spoke daily for two years at the school of Tyrannus.

He was a mature Christian for after his conversion under Paul’s ministry he had grown under the teaching ministry of Paul.

He was a long term friend of Paul and a leader of the church at Colossae though not the pastor.

Onesimus

Onesimus was the slave of Philemon who robbed his master and fled to Rome. His idea was to become lost in the huge population of Rome and therefore evade recapture.

In some wonderful way Onesimus’ path crossed that of Paul resulting in his conversion to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Onesimus becomes a servant of Paul as well as growing under his teaching becoming a mature believer 

Paul knew that under Roman law Onesimus must be returned to his master and to clarify and assist in this rather difficult situation he writes a letter to Philemon.

Onesimus returns to Philemon in company with the pastors of the Ephesian and Colossian churches who are also taking letters from Paul back to their respective churches.

Paul asks in a very gracious manner that Philemon take Onesimus back, not as a free man but a servant who is a brother in Christ. 

Here we have a free man addressing a brother who is a slave owner about another brother who is a slave. Paul also asks Philemon to prepare a room for his future visit which must have given Onesimus additional comfort.

Paul

The great apostle in chains in prison in Rome is able to give Philemon, who he sees as completely in the right, guidance as to how to tackle this problem in the best way.

Paul had had experience in this area with his rejection of John Mark for the second missionary journey after Mark had deserted Paul on the first.

Paul is also looking forward to his release and going to meet up with his friend Philemon in the future.

This epistle demonstrates that letter writing can be a ministry from God if we allow it to be so.  A person who finds it difficult to speak sometimes finds writing a better way.

[3]
Slavery

Roman Empire

Slavery was a great evil in the ancient world but it was also part of the ancient world. If there is anywhere in the Bible where you would expect a social manifesto regarding the abolition of slavery it would have been here. 

There were approximately sixty million slaves in the Roman Empire which represented about half of the population. If they had revolted en masse the Roman Empire would have fallen overnight.

Under Roman law a run away slave could be beaten to death or killed any way the master wanted to or he could be pardoned. Paul is sticking to the letter of the law. 

The Romans had a law that if a slave killed his master and was protected by other slaves in the household all the slaves would be killed. At the time of writing this the Senate was debating a case where a very cruel master had been killed by a slave and protected by his fellow slaves. After days of debate all the 300 slaves were killed, men women and children. 

Slavery was therefore a very important social issue in Paul’s day not unlike apartheid in recent times. 

It is of note that one thing Paul does not do is to ask Philemon to set the slaves free. Paul is working from within the institution to humanise it from within. From a Scriptural viewpoint slavery is dealt with in 1 Corinthians 7:20-22. 

Here we see that a free man who was converted became a slave of Christ while a slave who was converted was seen to be free in Christ. Slavery was neither commended nor condemned by the early church. The issue is What think ye of Christ?.

A Modern Example

When the evil is abolished society will not fall apart with it. However with force or a revolution there are no winners but many losers. 

As a modern example as the result of the Civil War in America there were more problems for the slaves in the period after the war than there was before. 

It is of interest that Stonewall Jackson, one of the Confederate Generals in the American Civil War used to take time off to go and teach the Negro slaves and their children Bible Class. He looked upon his slaves as his children, his responsibility so that they had food, clothing and the gospel. 

We need to set an example and show what light can do in the darkness. It is only as lives are transformed that society is transformed as well.

Evil is in the world when we are born and will still be here after we leave. Social reform will come naturally with the spread of Biblical principles in a nation.

[4]
Theological Pictures

Here we have a glorious picture of the doctrine of imputation, the act of reckoning something to another’s account.

Here we have a person who is in a totally hopeless position whose debt will be willingly paid for another.

We also have the challenge of grace and legalism with Philemon who is not only legally able to kill his slave but also to pardon him.

[5]
The Purpose of the Letter

The primary purpose of this epistle is to reveal Christ’s love for us in what He did for us. This is one of the finest illustrations of substitution.

Another theme running through this letter is [a] spiritual growth v 1-3, [b] characteristics of a faithful believer v 4-7, [c] reflections of Christ v 8-20 and [d] abiding with Christ v 21-25

The practical purpose is to teach brotherly love. These men belonging to two different classes in the Roman Empire, hating each other and hurting each other, are now brothers in Christ, and they are to act like it.

[6]
Division of the Book

Section 1 - The Apostolic Greeting

v 1-3

Section 2 - The Character of Philemon 
v 4-7

Section 3 - Intercession for Onesimus
v 8–21

Section 4 - Salutations and Conclusion
v 22-25
SECTION 1 - THE APOSTOLIC GREETING – SALUTATION TO THE BODY OF CHRIST

1:1  Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our brother, unto Philemon our dearly beloved, and fellowlabourer,

1:2  And to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus our fellowsoldier, and to the church in thy house:

1:3  Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

KEY WORDS

	Paul
	Paulus
	Little

	Timothy
	Timotheus
	Honoured of God

	Brother
	Adelphos
	Of the same womb, brothers

	Dearly Beloved
	Agapetos
	Dearly beloved

	Fellow Labourer
	Sunergos
	Joint worker

	Archippus
	Archippoi
	Chief groom

	Fellow Soldier
	Sustratiotes
	Fellow soldier

	Church
	Ekklesia
	That which is called out

	House
	Oikos
	House

	Grace
	Charis
	Grace, Graciousness

	Peace
	Eirene
	Peace, Unity, Concord

	God
	Theos
	God

	Father
	Pater
	Father

	Lord
	Kurios
	Lord, Master

	Christ
	Christos
	Anointed


ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND

v 1 Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ shows that Paul who is an apostle is not going to claim rank over a mature believer in Philemon. This is going to allow Philemon to act on the basis of his own unhindered free will in relation to Onesimus. 

Paul approaches him as a fellow ambassador not as an apostle. This means that he will approach him on the basis of equality. He approaches him as a friend. This is a personal letter to a personal friend.

He is not a prisoner of Nero, he is a prisoner of Jesus Christ. While he is in prison he is innocent and will die as an innocent man. Yet Paul in Romans 13 advocates capital punishment. Both the Lord Jesus Christ and Paul died as innocent people by capital punishment but both advocated it.

Timothy called “our brother” should be the brother. He is brother to all Christians.

By calling Philemon our dearly beloved Paul confirms that what Philemon is doing is effective. In these verses we see different people addressed in different ways showing different works in the body of Christ. Here we see the wife and son of Philemon addressed and it is further expanded to the entire church at Colossi.

The Colossian church is facing two problems. One is Gnosticism which is dealt with in the epistle to the Colossians, the other is slavery which he addresses in this letter.

v 2 Philemon is a fellow worker. He is not a pastor whereas Archippus is a fellow soldier, a fellow pastor.

Paul approaches slavery on the basis of salvation, spirituality and grace. The Bible did not take a stand against slavery but did emphasise to grow in grace 1 Timothy 6:1-7. 

Philemon is a wealthy mature believer and one of the leaders in the church at Colossae. Onesimus however is a run away unbelieving slave who has stolen a large sum of money.

v 3 In verse 3 we have the usual greeting with grace to you and peace opening the letter. It is noted that the grace and peace is from God the Father and the Son and not from the Holy Spirit. The entire work for the Holy Spirit is to glorify Christ.

APPLICATION

Paul did not bemoan his situation being unjustly imprisoned. His attitude is that the Lord has allowed him to be in prison. He knows that “All things worked together for good” In this case it was during this period that the four great prison epistles, which are the most concentrated doctrinal books in the Bible, were written. We should be content with our circumstances.

If your master is an unbeliever honour your master and recognise his authority and work harder than any other slave. If you have a Christian master do not be disrespectful to them but serve them more. You have to work harder for them. As a slave we should do our job as unto the Lord.

What kind of people make up the body of Christ?

A prisoner- Paul (of Christ).  c/f. 2 Timothy 2:9 - There are no accidents in God’s plan.

A brother- Timothy.  c/f. Acts 16:1-2 - All Believer’s are born into God’s family.

A fellow worker- Philemon - Every Believer is called to serve (gifted).

A sister- Apphia  (Philemon’s wife) - Women have equal standing in Christ. While Philemon was a Greek name and he was a citizen of Colosse, Apphia is a Phrygian name. 

A fellow soldier- Archippus. c/f. Colossians 4:17 - A pastor/teacher of The Word of God.  The life of faith is a warfare. Ephesians 6:10-18,  The good fight. 1 Timothy 1:13, 6:12, The good soldier.  2 Timothy 2:2

And to the church in thy house indicates that the church at Colossae met at Philemon’s house. It was the practice to meet in houses for the first two hundred years of the Church Age.

It is clear that the body of Christ is composed of all kinds of people, in every kind of circumstances with one thing in common, faith in Christ.  2 Peter 1:1 , 1 Corinthians 12.

They are all at different levels of spiritual growth. How do we grow spiritually?.

Spiritual Growth

It is a command - 2 Peter 3:18. See 2 Peter 1:5-7, Hebrews 5:11-14

1.
It naturally must follow spiritual birth. -  John 3:7  “You must be born again”, 1 Peter 2:2  “As newborn babes, desire the milk that you may grow.”

2.
The object of growth is maturity and service. – Hebrews 6:1 “Let us press on to maturity.”, Ephesians 2:10  “created in Christ unto good works.”

3 Requires diligent use of two resources. God’s Word (food) Matthew 4:4, Romans 10:17, 2 Timothy 2:15, God’s Spirit (exercise)

In relation to the Spirit we are told to

a) Grieve not - Ephesians 4:30  (avoid sins) use of 1 John 1:9

b) Quench not - 1 Thessalonians 5:19, 2 Timothy 1:6 - feed the spirit more than the body.

c) Walk in- Galatians 5:16,18,25, Romans 8:4,13,14

d) Be filled- Ephesians 5:18 (result of consistently walking- c/f. verses 2, 8)

4.
Growth is illustrated by plant.  Mark 4:8,20  John 15:1-8 


a)
Philemon verse 4-9  The life of faith.

b)
Transforming power. 1 Kings 19:19-21

c) 
New creature 2 Corinthians 5:17, 1 Corinthians 6:14, 11:1

d)
Steps of growth 2 Peter 1:5-7.

DOCTRINES

PAUL –  PRESSURE 

1.
SCRIPTURE - 
Acts, Epistles.

2.
BIOGRAPHY


Paul, whose name means "little", was born Saul ("asked for") in Tarsus, Cilicia (Acts 9:11; 21:39; 22:3). His family probably was fairly wealthy and influential as this was a requirement for Roman citizenship of foreigners (Acts 16:37). Jewish law required a boy to start studying the scriptures at five years of age, with him taking on the full obligation of the law at 13. 

Paul had a married sister (Acts 23:16), with whom he may have stayed during his studies in Jerusalem under Gamaliel (Acts 22:3). He was one of the chief persecutors of the early church and was responsible for the martyrdom of Stephen and the movement of Philip to Samaria. 

Converted on the road to Damascus, Paul, who is the greatest sinner who ever lived (1 Timothy 1:15) spent many years preparing himself for his ministry. He was unmarried (1 Corinthians 7:8) and was the apostle to the Gentiles. He was the last apostle. Famous for his four missionary journeys and responsible for the writing of much of the New Testament, Saul the persecutor became Paul the great believer. Paul was not a striking person to look upon, being reported as "a man of small stature with a bald head and crooked legs with eyebrows meeting, and nose somewhat hooked but full of friendliness". Paul eventually was imprisoned for a final time in Rome where he was beheaded by Nero in AD 67.

3.
EVALUATION

In the Book of Acts

Testing and pressure is seen throughout Paul's ministry:

a)
Persecuted in Damascus, he escaped in a basket (Acts 9:20-25).

b)
Driven out of Jerusalem and sent to Tarsus (Acts 9:28-30).

c)
He was stoned at Lystra and thought to have died (Acts 14:19).

d)
Paul whipped and imprisoned at Phillipi (Acts 16:16-24).

e)
Paul received five Jewish and three Roman scourgings (2 Corinthians 1 1:16-33).

f)
Disputed with Peter (Galatians 2:14).

g)
He was subject to a great tumult by Demetrius the silversmith (Acts 19:23-29).

h)
Seized by the Jews and beaten (Acts 21:27-32).

i)
Paul bound with chains (Acts 21:33).

j)
He was persecuted for his mission to the Gentiles (Acts 22:21-23).

k)
The Jews conspired to kill him (Acts 23:12-14).

l)
The high priest conspired to kill Paul (Acts 25:1-3).

m)
Paul is shipwrecked but all hands are saved (Acts 27:41-44).

n)
Paul is bitten on the hand by a viper in Malta but survives (Acts 28:1-6).

o)
He becomes a martyr in Rome by beheading.

In 2 Corinthians 11:23-30

23  Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. 

24  Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 

25  Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; 

26  In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 

27  In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. 

28  Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. 

29  Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I burn not?

Paul’s Attitude

30  If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities.

4.
PRINCIPLES

a)
Pressure can come from your closest colleagues (such as Peter), your family or countrymen (the Jews), religious or political leaders (the high priest) (Matthew 10:35,36).

b)
Pressure can be applied by circumstances (Psalm 46:1-5).

c)
We are in Satan's world. If we are effective we will be opposed (Ephesians 6:12).

d)
Religion is antagonistic to Christianity (Romans 3:27,28).

e)
You will be attacked if you downgrade people's idols, be they physical or mental (Judges 6:30).

f)
The Lord can divinely protect believers (Psalm 124:1-5).

g)
The purpose of testing or pressure is to build up faith and to keep down pride (Romans 5:3,4).

h)
There is inner happiness for those who are persecuted for the Lord's sake (Luke 6:22,23).

i)
All things work together for good to the believer (Romans 8:28).

TIMOTHY –  MINISTRY 

1.
SCRIPTURE - 
Acts 16-20; 1 Timothy; 2 Timothy; Hebrews 13:23.

2.
BIOGRAPHY


Timothy's father was an unnamed Greek, whilst his mother was a devout Jewish Christian named Eunice (Acts 16:1).  His grandmother was Lois (2 Timothy 1:5).  Timothy was instructed in the Old Testament scriptures by Eunice and Lois (2 Timothy 3:14).  As a young man he joined Paul (1 Timothy 4:12), presumably meeting him on his first missionary journey (Acts 14).  Timothy appears to have been a native of Lystra.  His first definitive reference in the scriptures is at the beginning of Paul's second missionary journey (Acts 16:1-3).  For a while Timothy teamed up with Silas when they stayed in Berea (Acts 17:15) before rejoining Paul at Corinth (Acts 18:5). 

On his third journey Paul stayed for an extended period in Ephesus.  From this city Paul sent Timothy to Corinth to try and solve problems in that church (1 Corinthians 4:17; 16:10).  He was not successful.  When Paul wrote Romans from Corinth, Timothy was shown to be a fellow worker (Romans 16:21).  Timothy accompanied Paul on his last journey to Jerusalem (Acts 20:4).  Paul wrote two letters to Timothy, which were included in the canon of scripture.  These were sent to Timothy at Ephesus.  In the last reference to Timothy (Hebrews 13:23), it is apparent that he had recently been released from prison.

3.
EVALUATION

a)
A minister should not forbid to marry or commend to be a vegetarian (1 Timothy 4:3).

b) He should be nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine (1 Timothy 4:6).

c) Pursuit of godliness produces benefit for ministers (1 Timothy 4:7,8).


d)
The minister should be an example to other believers:

i)
in word




ii)
in conversation




iii)
in love




iv)
in spirit




v)
in faith




vi)
in purity (1 Timothy 4:12).

e)
The minister should concentrate on reading, meditation, exhortation and doctrine (1 Timothy 4:13,15).

f)
Being faithful to the doctrine will make the minister effective (1 Timothy 4:16).

g)
Great blessing is obtained from godliness with contentment (1 Timothy 6:6; 1 Thessalonians 5:18).

h)
The minister should pursue:  i) righteousness; ii) godliness; iii) faith; iv) love; v) patience; vi) meekness (1 Timothy 6:11; Galatians 5:22,23).

i)
Ministers are to fight the good faith and be a leader and good example to other Christians (1 Timothy 6:12).

j)
The minister should emphasise to the materially rich that they should not trust in their riches, but in God, the source of spiritual richness (1 Timothy 6:17-19).

4.
PRINCIPLES

a)
The Holy Spirit gives to believers various spiritual gifts (Romans 12:6).

b)
To some He will give the gift of ministry or pastor/teacher (Romans 12:7; Ephesians 4:11).

c)
Christian relatives, especially parents, have tremendous responsibilities and opportunities in guiding children to the Lord (Psalm 78:3,4).

d)
The Lord will provide opportunities for the believer to grow (e.g. Timothy's relation to Paul) (Ephesians 4:15; 1 Peter 2:2).

e)
The minister should be controlled by the Spirit and be a faithful shepherd to his flock (1 Peter 5:2,3).

f)
Knowledge of doctrine and its application to the life of the church is a prime responsibility of a minister (Titus 2:1,7).

g)
The Lord honours faithfulness in spiritual matters (Matthew 25:21,23).

THE CHURCH

1. Greek EKKLESIA (literally "the called out ones")

This word is used four different ways in scripture:

a)
Citizen Assembly (Acts 19:32)

b)
Assembly of Israel (Acts 7:38)

c)
Synagogue (Matthew 18:17)

d)
Body of Christ (all believers) (Ephesians 1:22,23, 5:25-7, Colossians 1:18)

2.  The church is said to be a mystery (Ephesians 3:1-6, Colossians 1:25,26, Romans 16:25,26). Mystery - something that was hidden in the past in the Old Testament period but is now revealed.

3.  The Church began at Pentecost 32 AD (Acts 2) and will be removed from the earth at the Rapture (1Thessalonians 4:17)

4.  Believers in the Church Age are unique, having spiritual blessings which did not exist in the Old Testament.

a)
Every believer is united with Christ, in the Body of Christ.

b)
Jesus Christ indwells every believer.

c)
The Holy Spirit indwells every believer.

d)
Every believer is a priest, praying and serving directly to God.

e)
We have a completed canon of scripture.

f)
Believers are commanded to live by the Spirit, not by Law.

g)
Every believer is an ambassador of Christ.

5.  The Church is different to Israel.

a)
The Jews started with Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3).  The Church started at Pentecost (Acts 2; Galatians 3:26-28).

b)
Israel was promised blessings on earth (Deuteronomy 28:1-14).  The Church is promised blessings in heavenly places (Ephesians 1:3; Hebrews 3:1).

c)
Israel's relationship to God was based on a Covenant (Genesis 17:7,8).  The Church's relationship to God is based on new birth (John 1:12,13; 1 Peter 1:23).

d)
Israel's prophecy is mainly in the Old Testament.  Prophecy of the Church is only in the New Testament.

e)
Israel worshipped at Jerusalem (Psalm 122:1-4).  The Church worships where two or three are gathered together in Christ's name (Matthew 18:20).

f)
Israel lived under the law (Ezekiel 20:10-12).  The Church is under grace (John 1:17; Romans 6:14).

g)
Israel's destiny is with Palestine (Isaiah 60:18-21).  The Church will be removed from the earth (1Thessalonians 4:13-18).

h)
Christ is King and Messiah to Israel.  Christ is Head and Bridegroom to the Church.

i)
Israel contained Jews only.  The Church is made up of both Jews and Gentiles.

SOLDIER:  CHRISTIAN SOLDER OF EPHESIANS CHAPTER 6

General scripture Ephesians 6:11-17.  This passage relates to the armour which the Roman soldier wore and analogises its use into the spiritual realm.

1.
USE OF THE ARMOUR Ephesians 6:11 "Put on the whole armour of God. " Ephesians 6:11 a.  We are instructed to "put on" (ENDUO Gk) - this means "to clothe"- it is a command by God to the Christian soldier.  We are to "clothe ourselves" or to "dress ourselves".


"Whole armour" (PANOPLIA Gk) - the complete armour "of God" (THEOS Gk) true source of the armour is God. 


The whole armour of God is given in Ephesians 6:14-17. It comprises:-


a)
The Belt of Truth 


Ephesians 6:14a


b)
Breastplate of Righteousness 
Ephesians 6:14b


c)
Boots 



Ephesians 6:15


d)
Shield 



Ephesians 6:16


e)
Helmet of Salvation 

Ephesians 6:17a


f)
Sword of the Spirit 

Ephesians 6:17b


PRINCIPLES:



a)
The Roman soldier wore all his armour for his own safety and protection.



b)
When the Roman soldier was highly disciplined he ruled the world.



c)
When the Roman soldier became degenerate the Empire declined and fell.



d)
The Roman soldier was in the army 7 days a week.


SPIRITUAL ANALOGY


a)
As Christian soldiers we wear our armour for our own safety and protection.


b)
When we are highly disciplined in the Christian life we are very effective in our warfare.

c)
If we become degenerate or apostate our Christian witness and effectiveness declines and we become casualties in the spiritual warfare.

d)
The Christian soldier is in the battle 7 days a week. A part time soldier never amounts to an effective soldier.


That ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil". Ephesians 6:11 b. "to stand" (HISTEMI (Gk) - to hold your ground. We are in a spiritual warfare and the purpose of the armour is to hold our ground against the foe. "the wiles (METHODEIA DIA Gk) - tactics, cunning or fraud" "of the devil (DIABOLOS Gk).


We therefore have the whole armour of God to enable us to stand firm against the devil's tactics.


PRINCIPLE: By learning the tactics likely to be employed by your opponent the Christian soldier is able to go on the offensive using the sword of the Spirit - the Word of God. (v l7).

2.
THE ENEMY (Ephesians 6:12)


"For we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world against spiritual wickedness in high places. "


"Wrestle" - "the wrestling" (HE PALE ESTIN Gk) hand to hand combat not wrestling as a sport. "not against flesh and blood" - not against other members of the human race, but against:-


a)
PRINCIPALITIES (ARCHE Gk) Ruling demons.


b)
POWERS (EXOUSIA Gk) - Demons with authority, officers in the demon army.

c)
RULERS OF THE DARKNESS OF THIS WORLD (KOSMOKRATOR Gk) - world rulers, demons close to the seats of government such as the demons of (Daniel 10:13, 20).


d)
SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS IN HIGH PLACES (PNEU MATIKOS PONERIA Gk) - the demon army.


Quite clearly our fight is against a spiritual foe. From Hebrews 2:7 we know that as human beings we are inferior to angels. Therefore in order to have success against superior forces we must have God's armour.

3.
BE PREPARED (Ephesians 6:13)


"Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day and having done all, to stand. "


Since the resurrection ascension and session of Jesus Christ the attack of Satan has moved from the line of Christ to the individual believer (see topics 6 and 173). Our dependence on the whole armour is imperative yet many believers reject part or all of the armour. There are many casualties as a consequence.


We are again exhorted to put on the whole armour of God.

4.
THE BELT OF TRUTH (Ephesians 6:14a, Isaiah 11:5)


"Stand therefore having your loins girt about with truth


The Roman belt was a wide girdle of leather worn around the waist from which hung the scabbard for the sword and loops for rations and equipment. The leather belt was supported by a cross shoulder strap studded with metal plates with thick leather strips hanging down to protect the lower body. The belt therefore was the basic armour on which the defence of the soldier was based.


PRINCIPLE: Our basic defence is the truth contained within the Word of God. The sword of the Spirit hangs securely to the believer by means of the promises contained within it. The greater our trust in the truth of God the greater our protection against the enemy.

5.
THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (Ephesians 6:14b, Isaiah 59:17)


"and having on the breastplate of righteousness". The breastplate (THORAX Gk) was usually made of leather overlaid with metal strips. Shaped like a sleeveless coat it was in the higher ranks often covered with gold or silver. The belt held the breastplate firmly in place. Its primary function being to protect every vital area of the soldiers body.


PRINCIPLE: The righteousness of Christ protects us. We stand in his righteousness alone. He gave us his righteousness at the cross (2 Corinthians 5:21). Our continued protection through his righteousness is through the filling of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18).

6.
THE BOOTS (Ephesians 6:15, Isaiah 52:7)


"And your feet shod, with the preparation of the gospel of peace".


The boots (CALIGAE Gk) were made of hobnail studded leather soles 15mm (1/2") thick secured with a leather tie over the instep and round the ankles. Good footwear is essential for the soldier with infantry still being essential even in these days of sophisticated armaments.


PRINCIPLE: In spiritual terms the feet are often analogised to service. The feet take one towards the enemy. The gospel of peace is a direct attack on the enemy. Peace in this context talks of reconciliation between God and man. (Romans 1:14-16, 2 Corinthians 5:18-20).

7.
THE SHIELD OF FAITH (Ephesians 6:16; 1 John 5:4)


"Above all taking the shield of faith wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of' the wicked. "


The Roman shield (THUREOS Gk) was shaped like a door being made of glued planks wrapped in canvas or calf skin, the top and bottom edges being protected by iron. The shield was the most active of the defensive armour carried by the Roman soldier. Loss of shield often meant death to the soldier.


PRINCIPLE: The Christian soldier's shield is walking actively in the promises and principles set out in the Word of God. If we do not use our faith we can become spiritual casualties. Using the shield of faith we can claim -the 7,000 promises for the Christian walk including Isaiah 41:10; 1 Corinthians 10:13; 1 John 4:4.

8.
THE HELMET OF SALVATION (Ephesians 6:17a; Isaiah 59:17)


"And take the Helmet of salvation.


With the exception of the standard bearer who wore a wolf's head, every Roman soldier wore a metal helmet (PERIK Gk) usually of bronze over an iron skull cap. This protected the most important part of the soldier - his head.


PRINCIPLE: Before a person can be a soldier for Christ, he has to be born again. He has to wear the helmet of salvation. One of the wiles of the devil is to make the believer feel that he has lost his salvation. (see topic 66). If a believer loses his assurance of salvation he takes his helmet of salvation off and is totally vulnerable to the attack of the foe.

9.
THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT (Ephesians 6:17b)


"and the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God.


The sword referred to is the MACHAIRA or Roman short sword. The sword represents the basic offensive weapon for close combat. It was only effective when out of its sheath.


PRINCIPLE: The sword in its sheath is potentially devastating but it is only effective when it is used to combat and defeat the enemy. We must therefore conquer using principles, promises and doctrines from the Word of God.

GRACE

1.
DEFINITION: Grace is all that God is free to do for man on the basis of the cross. Therefore Grace is unmerited favour from God.

2.
CONCEPT: Grace depends on the character of God therefore Grace depends on who and what God is. Grace is what God can do for man and still be true to his own character.

3.
MAN AND GRACE: The believer must recognise the difference between legalism and grace. Legalism is man's work intruding upon the plan of God.

4.
GRACE AND SANCTIFICATION: Under this concept the greatest thing God can do for the saved person is to make him exactly like His Son Jesus Christ. This is accomplished in three stages of sanctification.


a) Positional Sanctification: At Salvation every believer enters into union with Christ. (Hebrews 1:2) Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father and is therefore superior to all angels in his humanity. At the point of salvation we are entered into union with Christ thus we are positionally higher than angels. We are positionally seated with Christ at God's right hand.


b) Experiential Sanctification: During the Christian's life on the earth the time spent under the power of the Holy Spirit. During this time we produce the character of God in our lives - gold, silver, precious stones. (1 Corinthians 3-.12-15)


c) Ultimate Sanctification: When the believer receives a resurrection body he loses the Old Sin Nature and all human good. At this point the believer is physically superior to all angels. He remains in this perfect state eternally.

5.
GRACE AND THE BELIEVER All believers have tasted of Grace at least once (1 Peter 2:3). This refers to the point of Salvation at which the believer receives at least 34 things which he did not earn or deserve. (Ephesians 2:8, 9) Disorientation to grace is the believer's greatest occupational hazard in his Christian life. (Galatians 5:4, Hebrews 12:15)

6.
THE DIVINE ATTITUDE TO GRACE is expressed in (Isaiah 30:18, 19) God is constantly waiting to pour out his blessing on all believers in the Christian life.

7.
GRACE IN SALVATION is expressed in many ways. It is always the same - believing in Jesus Christ (Psalm 103:8-12, Romans 3-.23-4, Romans 4:4, 5:20, Ephesians 2:8, 9)

8.
THERE ARE MANY WAYS in which the Christian life expresses GRACE:


Prayer (Hebrews 4:16)


Suffering (2 Corinthians 12:9, 10)


Growth (2 Peter 3:18)


Stability (1 Peter 5:12)


Lifestyle (Hebrews 12:28, 2 Corinthians 1:12)


Production of Divine Good (1 Corinthians 15:10, 2 Corinthians 6:1

9.
GRACE AND GIVING (2 Corinthians 8 & 9) Grace is the correct attitude in relation to giving.

10.
GRACE IN SUFFERING (2 Corinthians 12:7-10):Grace is the only means of coping with suffering in the Christian life. Through Grace God is able to bless the believer in the midst of the pressures and adversities of life. (1 Peter 1:6,7)

11.
IMPLICATIONS OF GRACE:

a)
God is perfect, his plan is perfect.


b)
A perfect plan can only originate from a perfect God.

c)
If man could do anything in the plan of God the plan would no longer be perfect.

d)
A plan is no stronger than its weakest link. Grace therefore excludes all human merit, all human ability.

e)
Legalism, human works is the enemy of Grace.

f)
The works of human righteousness have therefore no place in the plan of God. (Isaiah 64:6)

g)
All human good is associated with the sin of pride.

12.
THERE ARE THREE AREAS IN WHICH PRIDE REJECTS GRACE:

a)
The pride of the believer who rejects eternal security.

b)
The pride of the believer who succumbs to pressure and adversity.

c)
The pride of the believer who thinks the power of the world system is greater than spirituality.

PEACE

Three types of peace are referred to in the bible.

(a)
Peace on Earth:- The unlimited peace when Jesus Christ establishes his millennial reign on the earth. (Isaiah 9:6, 7, Isaiah 11:1-12, Luke 2:14)

(b)
Peace with God:- Which comes when a believer is born again as a result of justification by faith. (2 Peter 1:1,2, Ephesians 2:14-17, Philippians 4:9). Reconciliation.

(c)
Peace of God:- Which is the peace of believers in their soul and spirit who have cast all their cares on the Lord. (1 Peter 5.7, Philippians 4:6,7). The Spirit filled life.

TRINITY

1. There is one God.  He has manifest Himself in three personalities. (2 Samuel 23:1-3, Isaiah 48:16, Isaiah 63:7-10, Matthew 28:19, Acts 2:33, 2 Corinthians 13:14)

2. The oneness of God refers to the unity or sameness of character.  All three members of the Trinity are equal (Philippians 2:6, Deuteronomy 6:4, Acts 17:29, Romans 1:20, Colossians 2:9), although they have different functions/purposes in relation to man.

3. The three members are distinguished according to their function in the plan of salvation (1 Peter 1:2-3)

a)
The Father - the authority, who planned our salvation (Isaiah 14:27, John 4:34, 5:17, 12:44, 1 Corinthians 8:6a, Ephesians 3:11)

b)
The Son - the obedient son, who was born as a man, died for our sins, and rose from the dead  (John 4:34, 5:17, Hebrews 10:7)

c)
The Holy Spirit - the ministering servant, who reveals the Son and sanctifies us  (John 16:8-11).

4. The Son is the only visible member of the Trinity (John 1:18, 6:46, 1 Timothy 6:16, 1 John 4:12).  He was revealed in the Old Testament in Christophanies (e.g. the Angel of Jehovah) and became flesh in the New Testament (Exodus 3:14 cf. John 8:58; Psalm 10:16 cf. Revelation 11:15; Zechariah 14 cf. Revelation 19).

5. Evidences of the Trinity:

a)
Affirmed by the use of the title Elohim (plural, Gods) in the Old Testament and the plural pronoun "us" in (Genesis 1:26, 3:22, 11:7).

b)
The worship of God we have repeated three times "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty” (Isaiah 6:3, Revelation 4).

c)
The name (singular) of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit indicates Trinity (Matthew 28:19-20).

d)
The Lord's Baptism - the Spirit descends, the Father speaks from heaven and the Son is baptised (Matthew 3).

6. Light is a good illustration of the Trinity (1 John 1:5).  Light is one, but has three elements:

a)
Father - actinic light - that part of light which is invisible, nor felt.

b)
Son - luminiferous - that part of light which is both seen and felt.

c)
Spirit - calorific - that part of light which is not seen but felt.

SECTION 2 - THE CHARACTER OF PHILEMON

1:4  I thank my God, making mention of thee always in my prayers,

1:5  Hearing of thy love and faith, which thou hast toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all saints;

1:6  That the communication of thy faith may become effectual by the acknowledging of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus.

1:7  For we have great joy and consolation in thy love, because the bowels of the saints are refreshed by thee, brother.

KEY WORDS

	Thank 
	Eucharisteo
	To thank, Be thankful [present active indicative]

	Make Mention
	Poieo Mneia
	Making mention [present middle participle]

	Always
	Pantote
	Always

	Prayers
	Proseuche
	A prayer, Pouring out

	Hearing
	Akouo
	To give ear, hearken, hear [ present active participle]

	Love
	Agape
	Love

	Faith
	Pistis
	Faith, Faithfulness, Steadfastness

	Hast
	Echo
	To have and to hold. [ present active indicative]

	Towards
	Eis
	To, Towards, Unto

	Saints
	Hagios
	Set apart, Separate

	Communication
	Koinonia
	Fellowship, Act as using in common.

	Become
	Ginomai
	To become something  [ aorist middle subjunctive]

	Effectual
	Energes
	In working

	Acknowledging
	Epignosis
	In full knowledge

	Every
	Pas
	All, Every

	Good Thing
	Agathon
	Good thing

	Great
	Polus
	Many, Numerous

	Joy
	Charis
	Grace, Thankfulness

	Consolation
	Paraklesis
	A calling alongside for help.

	Bowels
	Splagchna
	Bowels

	Refreshed
	Anapauo
	To give rest again. [perfect passive indicative]


ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND

v 4 Philemon is mature. He owns slaves and is a mature believer. Paul is thankful for him. There are many believers whom Paul is not thankful for.

“Thank” is the present active indicative of Eucharisteo, Present tense means that it is a constant thing, active voice Paul does it with the indicative showing the reality of the thankfulness

Out of respect comes love. Paul thanks “my God” which is the dative singular with the definite article is used for a personal pronoun. This is better translated I thank our God. 

Making mention of you at the time of my prayers is the present middle participle of Poieo. The present tense is a descriptive present. He is praying for him still. 

Mention is the accusative singular direct object of Mneia which means remembering those who you love.

Pantote translated always means that he does this at any time he prays. We are told to pray without ceasing but this really means to pray with the frequency of a hacking cough.

Epi and Proseuche means ‘at the time of my prayers’ not ‘in my prayers’ which would be the word En rather than Epi.

Translation v 4  – I keep thanking our God at all times making mention of you at the time of my prayers.

v 5 In verse 5 we have the love and faith which Philemon has towards two objects, the Lord Jesus Christ and towards the saints.

This is Pros plus the accusative which means face to face with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Towards all saints is the word Eis plus the accusative of Hagios. The object of his love in this case are other believers.

v 6 – Philemon is told in this letter that he is not facing a run away slave but a mature believer now. How is he going to handle this new situation?

“That” is the conjunction Hopos which should be translated ‘in order that’

Communication is the word Koinonia which means fellowship. This phrase – that our communication should be translated ‘in order that our association’

The word Pistis deals with the doctrine which Philemon knows and is able to work on as a mature Christian.

“May become” is the middle active subjunctive of Ginomai which means to become something that you were not before.

Become effectual is Energes means to be operational.

By the acknowledging is En plus the instrumental of Epignosis.

Of every good thing is Pas Agathos which means of all the intrinsic good which is in you.

‘In Christ Jesus’ should be translated ‘towards Christ Jesus’

Translation – In order that our association with reference to the doctrine that you have in you may become operational towards Christ by means of epignosis of all the intrinsic good in you.

v 7 – Philemon has doctrine in his soul. The word ‘for we have ’ is Gar plus the singular ingressive aorist of Echo which means ‘for I have come to have’. Epaphras the pastor of the church has brought information about Philemon and that has given great blessing to Paul.

Great is the accusative singular of Poulos Chara which could be translated much happiness. Paul possesses a happiness of a mature believer plus his happiness which overflows due to his contact with other mature Christians. 

Consolation is the accusative singular of the noun Paraklesis which means encouragement

‘Because the bowels of the saints’ is Hote plus Splagchnon is better translated tender affection of the saints.

Refreshed is the aorist passive indicative of Anapauo which means have been refreshed with the passive voice indication receiving of refreshment. 

Philemon, the mature believer has been a great refreshment to all he meets, even his slaves.

‘By thee” is Dia plus the genitive of the pronoun Su which means through you.

He addresses Philemon by the word Adelphoi as he is taking up a family matter and is not going to use his rank of apostleship.

Translation – For I have come to much happiness and encouragement by your love for God because the tender affections of believers has been refreshed through you brother.

Onesimus is about to appear and this is going to test the maturity of Philemon. The ministry of refreshment is likely to be challenged.

Under Roman law because of what Onesimus has done Philemon has the right to torture his slave, brand him or even kill him. He legally is able to do this however he will not have a spirit of refreshment if he follows this legal path.

APPLICATION

v 4 It is to God’s glory that people reach maturity and they have a mutual respect.

We are to love the brethren, we are to have agape type love.
When you are thankful for someone you pray for them. 

v 5 Love for the Lord Jesus Christ and the brethren is the ultimate of maturity in our spiritual life. 1 John 4:20,21  James 2:8

If you are occupied with the person of the Lord Jesus Christ you are not going to be too concerned about what believers are doing or not doing or what their attitude is towards you is but you should be concerned for them.

Maturity results in stability towards others and agape love towards them. 

v 6 The doctrine in the Bible must be absorbed by you and turned into working knowledge.

The life of Philemon was a testimony. “Every good thing” was the result of the fact that “  it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure – Philippians 2:13

v 7 Do you by your Christian life give happiness to those about you?

If people come into contact with you are they refreshed?

This is a grace crisis and is the purpose of the epistle. The principle is that a person who is 100% right can do the right thing but lose the refreshing of others by doing the right thing but not the best thing. 

Can Philemon avoid the pitfalls of legalism and operate on grace? 

If you choose legalism you can become self righteous and cast a pall of gloom wherever you go. 

If you choose grace you can be refreshing to others. 

The principle here is that I would rather choose grace than be “right” according to the law.

Characteristics Of A Faithful Believer
1.
Gives others cause for thanksgiving, verse 4.  Is a source of blessing.

Prayer:

a)  A sacrifice of the Believer-priest, Hebrews 13:15.

b)  A balance to Bible study, Acts 6:4.

c)  Has great power when Divinely energised, James 5:16b

d)  A constant discipline of the spiritual Believer, 1 Thessalonians 5:19.


e)  Certain of answers when Bible based, 1 John 5:14,15


f)  Follows divinely given method:

i) To the Father

ii) In the power of the Holy Spirit



iii) In the name of the Son

When confession is necessary it is the only prayer God will hear, Psalm 66:18, 1 John 1:9

2.
Takes up cross daily, verse 5. Faith to Christ, love to the saints-  c/f. Matthew 22:37-40 Luke 9:23

3.
Fellowship/ knowledge are practical.  “Effective” verse 7 knows and uses spiritual resources, Ephesians 1:3.

4.
Edifies fellow Believers, verse 7

5.
Can be counted on to be obedient and faithful, verses 8-9.

Principle:  Conformity to Christ,  Romans 8:29, 12:2, Matthew 10:25

DOCTRINES

THANKFULNESS

1. In everything we are told to give thanks.  In (1 Corinthians 1) Paul gives thanks for a number of items concerning God's provision.

2. Thanksgiving for grace (v 4).

3. Thanksgiving for spiritual wealth (v 5).

4. Thanksgiving for witnessing (v 6).

5. Thanksgiving for spiritual gifts (v 7).

6. Thanksgiving for ultimate sanctification (v 8)

7. Thanksgiving for divine faithfulness (v 9):

a) Faithful to forgive us our sins (1 John 1:9)

b) Faithful in not allowing too great a temptation (1 Corinthians 10:13)

c) Faithful is He who calls you (1 Thessalonians 5:24)

d) Faithful in keeping us from evil (2 Thessalonians 3:3)

e) Faithful even when we are unfaithful (2 Timothy 2:13).

PRAYER

1.  We may know the provision of God but we must communicate with Him in order to obtain this provision.

a) Prayer is the believer's means of communicating with God.

b) The Bible is God's way of communicating with man.

2.  Promises Involving Prayer

a) Matthew 21:22 We should ask believing.

b) Matthew 18:19 The power of corporate prayer.

c) Psalm 116:1, 2 God is always available to hear our prayer.

d) Isaiah 65:24 God will answer while we are yet praying.

e) Matthew 7:7 We are commanded to pray.

f) John 14:13-14 We can ask for anything in His name.

g) Philippians 4:6 The prayer should be with thanksgiving.

h) 1 Thessalonians 5:17 We should pray without ceasing.

i) Hebrews 4:16 We can come boldly to the throne of Grace.

3.  Prayer Divided into 4 Segments

a) Confession of sins (1 John 1:9)

b) Thanksgiving (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

c) Intercession for others (Ephesians 6:18)

d) Petitions for one's own needs (Hebrews 4:16)

4.  Power of Prayer

a) Individual - Elijah and the burnt offering (1 Kings 18:36-39)

b) Corporate - the release of Peter from prison (Acts 12:1-18)

5.  One Prayer that could not be Answered The prayer of our Lord on the Cross (Psalm 22:1-18)

6.  To Whom are Prayers Addressed?

a) Directed to the Father - (Matthew 6:5-9) 

b) In the name of the Son - (Hebrews 7:25)

c) In the power of the Spirit - (Romans 8:26-27)

The Son (Jesus) and Spirit are interceding for us.

7.  Prayers can be Divided into Petition and Desire

a) Petition - What you ask God for (e.g. a new car).

b) Desire - The desire behind the petition (e.g. happiness because you have a new car).

8.  Four Possible Combinations

a) Petition answered - Desire not answered.  Psalm 106:15 - The quails of the Exodus generation.  1 Samuel 8:5 - A King to reign over Israel.

b) Petition not answered - Desire answered. Genesis 18:23 - The preservation of Sodom.  2 Corinthians 12:7 - Removal of the thorn in Paul's side.

c) Petition answered - Desire answered.  1 Kings 18:36-37 - Elijah requests fire for the offering.  Luke 23:42 -The penitent thief's prayer.  Type c) represents the perfect prayer.

d) Petition not answered - Desire not answered.  Type d) unanswered prayer has 8 main reasons which are shown in paragraph 9.

9.  Reasons for Unanswered Prayer

a) Lack of belief (Matthew 21:22)

b) Selfishness (James 4:3)

c) Unconfessed sin (Psalm 66:18)

d) Lack of compassion (Proverbs 21:13)

e) Pride and self righteousness (Job 35:12-13)

f) Lack of filling of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:18)

g) Lack of obedience (1 John 3:22)

h) Not in the Divine will (1 John 5:14)

Most of the reasons for unanswered prayer, is some form of sin in the life, which can be solved by confession of known sins as per paragraph 3 a) under the concept of  1John 1:9.

10.  Intercessory Prayer

a) This is one of the four factors in a prayer, which are:-

i) Confession of sins

ii) Thanksgiving

iii) Intercession

iv) Own needs.

b) The power of intercessory prayer is taught in (1 Kings 18:42-46) the principle being found in (James 5:16-18)

c) The power of prevailing prayer is shown in (Acts 12)

d) The prayer for the unbeliever (Romans 10:1)

e) Prayer for an unknown believer (Colossians 1:3-11)

f) Prayer for the known believer (Ephesians 1:15-23)

11.  The True Lord's Prayer (John 17)

a) That Jesus might be glorified as the Son who has glorified the Father (v 1 cf. Philippians 2:9-11).

b) That He might be restored to glory which He had prior to the foundation of the world (v 5).

c) For safety of believers from the world and the devil (v 11, 15).

d) For the sanctification of believers (v 17).

e) For the spiritual unity of believers (v 21).

f) That the world might believe (v 21).

g) That believers may be with Him in heaven to see and share His glory (v 24).

LOVE

1.  Love for God is total appreciation for all He is and has done.

2.  Words for love in Greek language:

a) eros (sexual love) not used in the New Testament

b) storge (comradeship) not used in New Testament

c) agape (concerned love for others, great esteem for the loved one, reverence, a love that springs from adoration and veneration, and is a love of the will that chooses the loved one and devotes self to them to the exclusion of lesser objects.  It may mean a self denying and compassionate devotion to the loved one)

d) phile (a love that embraces and kisses. This love is that of the affections and speaks of friendship and all one will do for a friend).

3.  Our Lord makes it clear to Peter in John 21: 15-19 that he wants Peter to love him with agape love that flows from a deep occupation with the Lord. Agape, as a love of the will, must work out in service of the Lord, and this will express the believers love (agape) for other believers also. 

4.  Do not love of the things the world has to offer (1 John 2:15-17).

5.  True love of God will always lead to love of the brethren (1 John 1:3 -11,  1 John 3:1-3, 10, 4:7 -12, 19).

6.  Love is expressed in worship and in service (1 John 5:1-5).

7.  Love for God will flow and grow from knowledge of His word (1 Corinthians 2:9).

8.  This deep love will be expressed in witness for the Lord to others (2 Corinthians 5:14).

9.  God loves every believer with perfect and unchanging love because we are united with His beloved Son.

FAITH

1.  The Christian life can be divided into three sections or stages:

a) Stage 1 - Salvation.

b) Stage 2 - The Christian Walk

c) Stage 3 - The Christian in Heaven.

2.  Man has three means of obtaining knowledge:

a) Faith - to believe or trust that something is true

b) Reasoning - using human logic to deduce that something is true

c) Experimentation - to test and prove something to satisfy yourself that it is true

3.  The only acceptable method of gaining grace is by faith, since this means depending upon God without our human merit.

a) Stage 1 - Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved - salvation (Acts 16:31).

b) Stage 2 - Trusting in the promises and principles of the Word of God - the Christian walk.

c) Stage 3 - Trusting in God's provision - Heaven.

4.  Salvation faith is the complete trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, who died for your sins and rose from the dead to give you eternal life (Romans 4:20-25).

5.  Anything added to becomes works, and therefore nullifies faith (Romans 4:4).

6.  Faith is shown outwardly by confession with the mouth (Romans 10:9-10).

7.  Since faith does not depend on our own abilities, anybody can believe.  Even little children (Matthew 18:2-4).

8.  Assurance is by faith (Hebrews 10:22).

9.  Overcoming by faith:

a) The heroes of faith are illustrated for our encouragement in Hebrews 11:1-39.

b) By faith learn to accept conditions as God's will for life and be thankful - Romans 8:28, 1Thessalonians 3:3; 5:18

c) By faith maintain fellowship with God, walking in the light - 1 John 1:7

d) By faith consistently day by day examine your conduct, confessing all known sins - 1Corinthians 11:28, 31,  1John 1:9

e) By faith receive the Word of God daily - Matthew 4:4; 5:6, 2 Peter 3:18

f) By faith pray, casting every care on Him - Hebrews 4:15,16; 1 Peter 5:7

g) By faith resist the attempts of Satan and he will flee from you - Ephesians 6:10-13, 1 Peter 5:8

h) By faith meditate on spiritual values and priorities - Philippians 4:6-9

i) Walk by faith and not by sight - 2 Corinthians 5:7

SAINTS

1.
Definition - a saint is a sanctified one - a person made holy - they are not sinless perfection or absolutely holy. They are sanctified in Christ Jesus. (1 Corinthians 1:2)

2.
At the point of salvation a believer is sanctified positionally, (see topic sanctification) (Hebrews 10:14) Christians therefore, become saints at the point of salvation.

3.
Our Christian walk in the power of the Spirit allows us to live "as becometh Saints." (Romans 16:2; 1 Corinthians 1-2) This is the fruit of the Holy Spirit. Be ye perfect as God is perfect.

4.
We are called Saints of God. (Romans 1:1-7) not by man or because of our works. God only is able to make saints. Leaders of denominations cannot.

EVANGELISM

1.  All believers are ambassadors for Christ, and are obliged to give the give the gospel to unbelievers. (Acts 1:8, 2 Timothy 4:5)

2.  Two forms of witnessing - with the lips (2 Corinthians 5:18-21 and by the life (2 Corinthians 3:3).

3.  The gospel is "good news".

4.  Sin is not an issue.  Jesus died for all sin on the cross.  The penalty has been paid.  The issue now is "Do you trust that Jesus Christ has died for your sins, and was raised from the dead to give life to all who believe on Him?"  People choose to either rely upon Jesus Christ, or upon their own good works, to be saved (Romans 8:1, 9-30-33).

5.  What about the heathen who haven't heard?

a) God is totally fair, and everyone has the chance to be saved.

b) Unlimited Atonement (Colossians 2:14,15).

c) God's will - none should perish (2 Peter 3:9).

d) Man's negative will - God consciousness - Gospel hearing.

6.  Witnessing is impossible except through the power of the Holy Spirit. (John 16:8-13)  The Holy Spirit convicts of

a) Sin because of unbelief.

b) Righteousness.

c) Judgment because of Satan being judged (Matthew 25:41).

7.  The natural man needs the Holy Spirit to understand the gospel (1 Corinthians 2:14).

8.  The Bible is the weapon of witnessing (1 Corinthians 15:3, 4)..

9.  Biblical Pattern of Witnessing (1 Thessalonians 2:1-12)

a) Effective contact (v1)

b) The gospel must be given even under opposition (v2)

c) The gospel must never be compromised or watered down (v3)

d) The believer in whom the gospel is deposited is tested by God and should not be for the praise of man (v4)

e) Flattery should never be part of the gospel (v5-6)

f) Whilst the gospel should not be given to get praise from men it should be given in love without cost (v9)

g) The gospel must be followed up (v10) with discipleship and teaching (v11) so that the new believer can become spiritually self-reliant (v10-12).

10. Your obligation to witness (Romans 1:14-16): you are a debtor (v14), you are ready (v15), you are not ashamed (v16)

11.  Win souls, not arguments.  Stay on the gospel, don't get side-tracked.

12.  We are fishers of men (Matthew 4:19)

a) Fishermen need to be equipped to fish. You need to be walking in the Spirit and you need to know the gospel.

b) Fishermen go to where the fish are. You must be in contact with unbelievers so that you can witness to them.

c) Fishermen are patient. Allow for the conviction and preparation of the Holy Spirit in the life of the unbeliever.

d) Fishermen know what bait to use for different fish.  You have to be flexible and know how to approach different personalities.

e) Fishermen concentrate on fish and not the fishpond.  Our primary concern is saving people - the evil in the world will continue to exist.

POSITIONAL TRUTH

Positional truth is union with Christ at the right hand of the Father.

1.
Positional truth is one of five ministries of the Holy Spirit which occur at salvation:

a)
Regeneration (John 3:1-16; Titus 3:5)

b)
Sealing (2 Corinthians 1:22; Ephesians 1:13; 4:30)

c)
Indwelling (John 7:37-39; Romans 8:9; 1 Corinthians 6:19,20)

d)
Baptism (1 Corinthians 12:13)

e)
Spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12:11).

2.
The baptism of the Spirit is the mechanics of positional truth. (Acts 1:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 4:5) The Holy Spirit places the believer in union with Christ.

3.
Positional truth belongs to the carnal as well as the spiritual believer, to the apostate believer as well as to the mature believer (1 Corinthians 1:2. 30).

4.
Positional truth protects the believer from divine judgment in eternity (Romans 8:1).

5.
Positional truth qualifies the believer to live with God forever:

a)
Eternal life (1 John 5:11,12)


b)
Imputation of God's righteousness (2 Corinthians 5:21).

6.
Positional truth is the key to both election and predestination (Ephesians 1:3-6).

7.
Positional truth creates a new creature (2 Corinthians 5:1; Ephesians 2:10) based on who and what Christ is, therefore what grace accomplishes - not what changes we make - at salvation or thereafter.

8.
Positional truth guarantees the eternal security of the believer (Romans 8:38,39).

9.
Positional truth is classified under two categories:

a)
Retroactive - identification with Christ in His death (Romans 6; Colossians 2:12; 3:3)


b)
Current - identification with Christ in His victory, resurrection, ascension, session.

10.
Current positional truth implies that the believer shares certain things in union with Christ:

a)
Eternal life (1 John 5:11,12)


b)
Righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21)

c)
Election (Ephesians 1:4)


d)
Destiny (Ephesians 1:5)

e)
Sonship (John 1:12; 1 John 3:1,2)


f)
Heirship (Romans 8:16,17)


g)
Sanctification (1 Corinthians 1:2,30)



h)
Kingdom (2 Peter 1:11)


i)
Priesthood (Hebrews 10:10-14; 1 Peter 2:5,9).

11.
The characteristics of positional truth are six-fold:

a)
It is not an experience - neither emotional nor ecstatic.


b)
It is not progressive - cannot be improved in time or eternity.

c)
It is not related to human merit, ability, or human good. Here are the implications of retroactive positional truth. There is no place in the plan of God for human good.


d)
It is eternal in nature, it cannot be changed by God, angels or mankind.


e)
It is known only through the Word of God.


f)
It is obtained in total at the point of salvation.

HAPPINESS

1.  This is the state of well being in the soul when the person is content in whatever situation they find themselves.

2.  True happiness is unrelated to the circumstances of life (Philippians 4:11, 12, Hebrews 13:5, 6).

3.  The Lord has promised to provide everything we NEED (2 Corinthians 9:8).

4.  Even in pain and persecution the truly mature believer can be happy (1 Peter 3:14,  4:14, Psalms 146:5,  Proverbs 16:20,  28:14).

5.  The more we know God the more truly happy we will be in this life (Psalms 43:4,  1 Timothy 6:15, 16).

6.  Many consider that great wealth, position or education will ensure happiness.  King Solomon searched for happiness in all of these things, and concluded that true happiness can only be found in God.

a) EXPERIMENT 1 - EDUCATION (Ecclesiastes 1:12-18)

i) Solomon introduces himself as the king and states that he undertook many educational courses. By hard study he attains a high standard in all his subjects but finds, with improved vocabulary, he is able to explain more to others how sad he is.

ii) Solomon's conclusion on education - "All vanity and vexation of spirit" (v 14). Education does not produce happiness.

b) EXPERIMENT 2 - PLEASURE (Ecclesiastes 2:1 -11)

i) Having spent time with study, Solomon decides to relax and pursue pleasure. He seeks pleasure in laughter (v 2), wine (v 3), great buildings (vs 4-6), servants (vs 7-9).

ii) Solomon's conclusion:  "All vanity and vexation of spirit" (v 11). Pleasure does not produce happiness.

c) EXPERIMENT 3 - A POSTERITY (Ecclesiastes 2:12-26)

i) Solomon reflects that when his time came he would die just as the foolish man. When that day came, unless he had a number of children, he would be forgotten, together with his works. Solomon becomes depressed. He is sleepless at night and comes to the conclusion that one should eat, drink and be merry to eke out a little happiness.

ii) Solomon's conclusion:  "all vanity and vexation of spirit" (v 26). Posterity does not produce happiness.

d) EXPERIMENT 4 - PHILOSOPHY (Ecclesiastes 3:1-22)

i) Solomon, in his philosophy, starts with facts and degenerates through rationalism to agnosticism.

ii) He commences with looking at man in time. God's eternal existence, provision and future judgment of the world is given. (vs 13-15). By (v 19) however, Solomon has degenerated to common origin evolution that man is just another member of the animal kingdom and his future destiny is exactly the same as the animals (v 20).

iii) He arrives at agnosticism (v 21) and finally humanism (v 22) where he "perceives [that there is nothing better than a man should rejoice in his own works".

iv) Solomon concludes this in (Chapter 4) with "This also is vanity and vexation of spirit." Philosophy does not produce happiness.

e) EXPERIMENT 5 - MONEY (Ecclesiastes 5:10-16)

i) Solomon who was one of the richest people who ever lived, soon concludes that money or wealth does not bring happiness. He finds that wealth does not satisfy (v 10), you support more and more people (v 11), you do not sleep well at night (v 12). When you die you cannot take your wealth with you (v 15).

ii) Solomon concluded money does not produce happiness.

f) EXPERIMENT 6 - A GOOD REPUTATION (Ecclesiastes 7:1-15)

i) With the forming of a good reputation over a long period of time, it is necessary to act in a sober, serious way (vs 2-5) rather than in a light-hearted, flippant way. By (v 15) however, Solomon has found that a good reputation does not ensure success or happiness.

ii) Solomon concluded a good reputation does not produce happiness.

g) EXPERIMENT 7 - MORALITY (Ecclesiastes 8:9-15)

i) Solomon observes that whilst the wicked will be punished in life many times, the wicked succeed and prosper to the human eye whilst the moral do not. He believes this is not fair (v 14) and as a consequence, returns to his solution of eating, drinking and making merry.

ii) Solomon concludes that morality does not produce happiness.

7. THE TRUE SOURCE OF HAPPINESS (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14)

Having examined a whole range of ways which the world believes will make you happy, Solomon concludes:  "Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work into judgment with every secret thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil. "  In this, Solomon is reflecting the principle of (Joshua 1:8).

SECTION 3 - INTERCESSION FOR ONESIMUS

1:8  Wherefore, though I might be much bold in Christ to enjoin thee that which is convenient,

1:9  Yet for love's sake I rather beseech thee, being such an one as Paul the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ.

1:10  I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my bonds:

1:11  Which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now profitable to thee and to me:

1:12  Whom I have sent again: thou therefore receive him, that is, mine own bowels:

1:13  Whom I would have retained with me, that in thy stead he might have ministered unto me in the bonds of the gospel:

1:14  But without thy mind would I do nothing; that thy benefit should not be as it were of necessity, but willingly.

1:15  For perhaps he therefore departed for a season, that thou shouldest receive him for ever;

1:16  Not now as a servant, but above a servant, a brother beloved, specially to me, but how much more unto thee, both in the flesh, and in the Lord?

1:17  If thou count me therefore a partner, receive him as myself.

1:18  If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account;

1:19  I Paul have written it with mine own hand, I will repay it: albeit I do not say to thee how thou owest unto me even thine own self besides.

1:20  Yea, brother, let me have joy of thee in the Lord: refresh my bowels in the Lord.

1:21  Having confidence in thy obedience I wrote unto thee, knowing that thou wilt also do more than I say.

KEY WORDS
	Be
	Echo
	To have and to hold [ present active participle]

	Enjoin
	Epitasso
	To arrange over or about [present active infinitive]

	Convenient
	Aneko
	To have come up to, be becoming. 

	Love
	Agape
	Love

	Sake
	Huper
	Above, In behalf of

	Beseech
	Parakleo
	To call to one's side [present active indicative]

	Being
	Eimi
	To be [ present active participle]

	Aged
	Presbutes
	Aged, Advanced in years

	Prisoner
	Desmios
	One bound

	Beseech
	Parakleo
	To call to one's side [present active indicative]

	Son
	Tecknon
	Child, Descendant

	Onesimus
	Onesimus
	Profitable

	Begotten
	Genneo
	To give birth or sire [aorist active indicative]

	Bonds
	Desmos
	Band, Bond, Fetter

	Unprofitable
	Achrestos
	Useless, Worthless

	Profitable
	Euchrestos
	Very useful

	Sent
	Anapembo
	To send back [ aorist active indicative]

	Receive
	Proslambano
	To receive to oneself [imperfect active indicative]

	Retained
	Katecho
	To hold down or fast [present active infinitive]

	Stead
	Huper
	In behalf

	Bonds
	Desmos
	Band, Bond, Chain

	Ministered
	Diakoneo
	To serve, Act as a deacon [present active subjunctive]

	Gospel
	Euggelion
	Good news, Tidings, Word

	Mind
	Gnome
	Knowledge, Opinion, Decision

	Would
	Theleo
	Would [aorist active indicative]

	Do
	Poieo
	To do aorist active infinitive]

	Nothing
	Oudeis
	Not even one

	Benefit
	Agathos
	Good

	Perhaps
	Tacha
	Perhaps

	Departed
	Chorizo
	To put apart [aorist passive indicative]

	Season
	Hora
	An hour, time

	Receive
	Echo
	To have and to hold [present active subjunctive]

	Servant
	Doulos
	Slave

	Specially
	Malista
	Most of all, Chiefly

	Much More
	Malion
	More

	Flesh
	Sarx
	Flesh

	Count
	Echo
	To have and to hold [present active indicative]

	Partner
	Koinonos
	Having in common

	Receive
	Proslambano
	Accept into society [aorist middle imperative]

	Myself
	Eme
	Me

	Wronged
	Adikeo
	To do injustice [aorist active indicative]

	Oweth
	Prosopheilo
	To owe besides [present active infinitive]

	Put
	Ellogeo
	Impute, To put on an account [present active imperative]

	Written
	Grapho
	To write [aorist active indicative]

	Hand
	Cheir
	Hand

	Repay
	Apotino
	To pay back or away [future active indicative]

	Wrote
	Grapho
	To write [aorist active indicative]

	Albeit
	Hina
	That

	Joy
	Onomai
	Derive pleasure [aorist middle optative]

	Refreshed
	Anapauo
	To give rest again [aorist active imperative]

	Confidence
	Peitho
	To persuade [perfect active participle]

	Obedience
	Hupakoe
	Heartening, Submissively

	Knowing
	Oida
	To see, Have seen, Known [perfect active participle]

	Do
	Poieo
	To do [future active indicative]

	Say
	Lego
	To say present active indicative


ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND

v 8 – One of the main subjects of this epistle is the crisis of grace. The greatest enemy of Christianity is legalism. When a person does something legalistic they are doing something right, something compatible with self righteousness.

The Colossian church is under two separate attacks, the doctrinal attack of Gnosticism which is refuted by the book of Colossians and the grace attack refuted by the letter to Philemon.

Onesimus ran away as an unbeliever, he returns as a mature believer, a member of the family of God. He is however a slave. 

If Philemon greets his slave in grace and gives him a letter of release he will be one of the great believers of his time. 

However if he uses his legitimate legal rights he will be tempted to censor and punish, to make Onesimus miserable in some way. 

Paul failed a similar test as is facing Philemon in the case of John Mark.

a) 
In Acts 12:25 John Mark was included in Paul’s missionary journey with Barnabas.

b) 
In Acts 13:13 John [Mark] however does not complete the journey and returned to Jerusalem.

c) 
In Acts 15:36-41 Paul has a violent argument with Barnabas as he refuses to take Mark on his second missionary journey because of his past performance. Barnabas takes John Mark whilst Paul takes Silas. Paul here failed the grace test.

d) 
In Philemon 24 however an older Paul calls Mark a fellow labourer.

e)
Paul failed the grace test and encourages Philemon not to follow that path.

If Philemon the leader fails the whole church will go down in legalism.

Wherefore is the conjunction ‘Dia’ plus ‘Hos’ which means because of which.

Might be is the present active participle of ‘Echo’ which means to have. This is the static present which shows that Paul has the authority to order Philemon to forgive his runaway slave and free him. He would never use it as it would destroy the issue completely.

Paul’s job is to teach doctrine to Philemon which he did. Paul reflects on the fact that he taught Philemon many years ago, that as an apostle he could have used his authority as the highest ranking Christian and order him to do it but he allows him to use his own free will.

‘Much bold’ is a combination of ‘Polis’ meaning great and ‘Parresia’ means confidence

‘In Christ’ should be translated ‘by Christ’ as Paul’s authority came directly from Christ.

‘To enjoin you’ is the present active infinitive of ‘Epitasso’. This is in the customary present which shows that he frequently uses orders to solve problems. Active voice shows that Paul has the authority, the infinitive is the infinitive of perceived result.

‘That which is convenient’ present active participle of ‘Aneko’ which is used to show something which is fitting or right. Here it is used in the idiomatic sense of doing your duty.

‘Therefore though I might have maximum authority by means of Christ to command you to do your duty.’

The Grace Crisis

If Paul orders Philemon, Philemon will act under orders from Paul without making any decision of his own. 

He therefore loses his ability to function in grace. 

The believer has to be spiritually independent. Paul cannot be Philemon’s crutch.

Philemon has to choose between grace and legalism and to operate on his own motivation.

V 9 – Paul demonstrates full confidence in the doctrine in the soul of Philemon. 

Dia plus the accusative of agape means because of your love

I would rather beseech thee is the present active indicative of parakaleo which means to encourage even more. Paul is being encouraging not only to Philemon but to all who have the grace crisis. 

The present tense is an aoristic present, it is a momentary encouragement as Paul appeals for proper motivation. 

Being is the present active participle of eimi such a person as Paul the aged. Aged is not a good translation. It is presbutes which means an elder statesman. Paul by calling himself a mature Christian put himself on the same level as Philemon. Paul has a superior rank of apostle and is older than Philemon but does not use it, he speaks as to an equal.

He calls himself a prisoner which puts Philemon on his own. Esmios means that he is a prisoner of Christ Jesus in Rome. This shows that Paul is unable to do anything else and puts it on both Onesimus and Philemon to sort out their problems.

V 10-12 – The grace presentation of the issue.

I beseech is the present active indicative of parakaleo. The present is an aoristic present with the indicative being the reality.

The decision that Philemon is going to take is one for which he is going to be responsible for the rest of his life.

For my son is peri and the genitive of teknon which means a student or child in relation to his father or mother. This was used for the citizens of the nation but is usually used by Paul of theological students.

Accusative singular of Onesimos which means profitable or useful. Aorist active indicative of Genneo which means to give birth which for a man means to sire. 

The aorist tense is a constantive aorist which looks at the day of conversion, the days of instruction and the results. The active voice showed that Paul evangelised and taught Philemon and Onesimus. The indicative mood means that Paul is making a simple statement of fact. He has led Onesimus to the Lord and then taught him so that he has grown into a mature believer.

Paul is saying “When you had Profitable you did not have Profitable. Now you do not have Profitable but you are going to have Profitable

Who I have sent anapempo means to send back. The aorist tense shows that Philemon needs a test and a blessing. He has been a blessing to Paul and he wants him to be a blessing to Philemon.

Now therefore receive is not found in the text and should be deleted.

Bowels does not mean intestines but means tender affections, it is a demonstrative pronoun and a possessive adjective. In essence he is saying that he is doing the best possible thing for you,

V13-15 – The Grace status of Onesimus

Whom I would – I would is the imperfect active indicative of boulomai which is a decision made as the basis of very deep thinking. 

Paul hates to part with Onesimus so that it is a true statement that Paul desires to retain him.

Retain is the perfect active infinitive of katecho which means to hold down or to detain. This grace crisis cannot be resolved if Paul retains him. Once he reaches maturity Paul knows he has to part with him and cut him loose. This is combined with the accusative pronoun meaning for myself.

Minister is the present active subjunctive of daikoneo.

Paul then states the goal. He would have liked Onesimus to stay and minister to Paul on behalf of Philemon. Paul really needed him but recognises that he must go to Philemon. 

In my chains of the gospel. In this sense he is able to serve the Lord wherever he is.

It is necessary for there to be a confrontation between the two. The slave represents his master in service to Paul. He indicates that Philemon himself could not serve him better than Onesimus.

The word for mind is gnome which means opinion or consent. Paul indicates that he would not wish to do anything without Philemon’s consent. 

Aorist active indicative of theleo which means to desire. This is followed by aorist active infinitive of poieo which shows purpose.

Agathos means for his intrinsic good. It is going to be for Philemon’s benefit to be tested in this manner. He further notes that this should not be from compulsion but from his own free will.

V 15 – the dynamics of facing the problem. 

Therefore is dia plus houtos followed by the aorist passive indicative of chorizo means that he was taken away from you Philemon for a season so that he could be with you forever . 

Philemon probably thought that  Onesimus was gone for good. 

Season is the accusative singular of Hora which means an hour. 

Paul says for Philemon to think of the period that Onesimus has been gone as just an hour. The time is short if the results are positive. He returns to you as a mature believer rather than an unregenerated slave. When you compare two years absence with eternity it is nothing.

That introduces a purpose clause thou shouldest receive is the present active subjunctive of echo. This means to have and to hold or receive back Onesimus forever.

Believers must mature while they have the opportunity to so that you can be self sustaining. The moral order of a nation sustains the social order of a nation. 

V 16-25 – The Crisis Of Grace

1) Philemon’s dilemma - v 16-17

Ouketia Hos Doulos – no longer as a slave but more than a slave, 

Huper plus the accusative of Doulos, a brother beloved. He is respected by the believers in Rome.

Specially to me – Melista Emoi means most of all to me, but how much more to you. You have the privilege of receiving him back as a believer both in the flesh and in the Lord.

No longer a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother first of all to me but how much more to you both in the flesh and in the Lord.

Verses 16 and 17 give one of the best illustrations of full substitution and imputation. Behind Paul’s plea is Christ’s plea to the Father on behalf of the sinner who trusts Christ as the Saviour. That sinner is received on the same standing that Christ is received. We are accepted in the beloved – Ephesians 1:6 

V 17 – Present active indicative of Echo which means to have and not to count.

If you have me as a partner, Koinoina. 

Receive him is the aorist middle imperative of Proslambano. The active voice means to take advantage of someone whereas in the middle voice it means to accept into one’s society. The imperative mood is the imperative of entreaty and has the force of a request and not a command.

Paul then uses the accusative singular direct object of the intensive pronoun Autos which emphasises someone in the passage being very special which in this case is Onesimus.

2)  The case for grace  v 18-19 –

If is in the first class condition. If he has wronged you and he has. Paul does not downgrade Onesimus running away with money that he stole. Wrong is the constantive aorist which means the constant wronging of Philemon. Active voice indicates Onesimus produced the action, the indicative mood is the reality of the wrong done by him.

Paul acknowledges that Onesimus was totally wrong and Philemon was totally right

You have me as a partner receive Onesimus as you would receive me.

“Or oweth thee ought, and he does. It is a hopeless debt. Put it on my account present active imperative of Ellogoe which means to impute or charge to an account. This is a grace credit system. You have receive grace and therefore you should be gracious to others.

Paul led Philemon to the Lord and spent time teaching him so that he could mature.

Repay is Apotino which means to pay damages. It is in the future active indicative.

I Paul by my own hand which is a dramatic aorist, I will pay you the damages.

Albeit is the conjunction Hina which means so that.

Present active subjunctive of Lego plus the negative Ne. I will not need to mention that you owe me yourself. Paul indicates that he would rather pay off the debt of Onesimus rather than to mention that Philemon owes him a greater debt. It is to Philemon’s advantage not to be reminded how much he owes Paul.

Prosopheilo  to owe. Paul is saying that Philemon owes him his life but he would hate to mention that. This is a subtle and sarcastic way of saying it.

v 20 –  Brother let me joy, let me have joy “Onemi” which is the basis of Onesimus which means to profit or benefit. Let me have benefit from you. 

This is permissive and is an expression of a wish. He must do it from his own free will.

In the Lord is en plus the instrumental which means because of the Lord. As we have been treated in Christ so we must trust others.

Refreshed is the word Anapauo which means to give rest again, which again is in the imperative of entreaty, a request. My deep affection is the meaning of bowels. No one ever looses with grace.

Paul is not confident in Philemon but confident of the doctrine within Philemon.

At the same time also prepare me a lodging for I hope that through your prayers I will be graciously given to you. 

APPLICATION

Legalism never glorifies God, it glorifies the person who practices it.

If the leader fails in the area of legalism the whole church will go down in legalism.

In a grace crisis you are on your own. You are to consult with no one. You are to consult with the Biblical treasures you have within you. Paul therefore restrains himself from using his apostolic authority.

The principle is that social ills cannot be solved by force or coercion.

In seeking to solve problems by force greater problems are created or the original problem intensified.

Seeking to solve social evil by legislation is the greatest of fallacies. The law should be designed to assist freedom. 

The military and the police force should be for the protection of freedom. 

Neither legislation or violence can turn back the tide of evil.

Progress is only made where you have Christian maturity or an unbeliever who works on Christian principles.

Onesimus a slave in Philemon’s house would not respond to Philemon. 

Before Onesimus responded he had to be in abject poverty and hopelessness.

He would never understand grace until he is down and out.

By leaving the security of Philemon it brought about a state of destitution and desperation which is what was needed.

Onesimus had to come to the end of himself before he could ever come to understand grace which is what he did as a fugitive in Rome.

There are concerns on both Philemon and Onesimus’s minds. Philemon has a choice of legalism or grace, Onesimus is concerned as to what Philemon might do. 

Onesimus the runaway slave is now useful. Paul says that he is sending him to Philemon and he is now going to be useful to you. 

What makes the difference, first his salvation and secondly growth and grace. This is going to bring a dilemma which requires a decision.

Principle - Though still a slave Onesimus is equal to his master Philemon in spiritual matters.

So whether Onesimus remains a slave or is emancipated he is still a fellow believer, a member of the royal family of God an has advanced to maturity.

Paul is not pushing for emancipation of Onesimus here but establishing the fact that the fugitive slave of yesterday is the mature believer of today.

Paul has expressed his admiration for Onesimus and wants Philemon to share in his admiration for him.

In the flesh Onesimus is Philemon’s slave, in the Lord Onesimus is Philemon’s brother in Christ.

This does not change their human relationship in the flesh. This is not unlike a Christian working for a Christian boss. He should be a better employee than any other in the company. 

Union with Christ does not set aside the problem of authority in the world.

As you would receive me. For Paul Philemon would roll out the red carpet so he suggests he receives Onesimus the same way. Forgive as Christ forgave. No grace crisis can be resolved other than by a grace principle.

We as sinners are in a hopeless situation but all the charge was placed on Christ. He paid for our debt in full. We have been blessed by grace so we should bless others.

Brothers in Christ vary but our response to the mature Christian should always be in the form of grace.

Verses 10-20  A REFLECTION OF CHRIST.

1.
In His ministry of Intercession, verse 10



a) His High Priestly prayer, John 17


b) His present ministry to us, Romans 8:31-34, Hebrews  13:20 (Great Shepherd), Hebrews 7:25

2.
In His ministry of Transformation, verse 11


“Onesimus” means “Useful”



a) A “new creation” in Christ, 2 Corinthians 5:17



b) Vessels useful to the master, 2 Timothy 2:20-21



c) Contrast Ephesians 2:10 with James 2:14-20.  Faith without works is useless.


Five  Works of The Holy Spirit at salvation



1.  Baptism, 1 Corinthians 12:13-  new standing.



2.  Regeneration, Titus 3:5-  new life.



3.  Indwelling, Romans 8:9-11-  new power.



4.  Gifting, 1 Corinthians 12:4-7-  new purpose.



5.  Sealing, Ephesians 4:30-  new destiny.

3.
In His Ministry of Provision, verses 12-15


a)  Christ gave up all, that we may have all, verses 12,13.  c/f. 2 Corinthians 8:9, Philippians 2:5-9.


b)  Christ came to serve, not to be served, Mark 10:45, Romans 15:3.


c)  His ministry to us always waits on our free will, verse 14.


d)  Often He removes things for a time only to restore them for eternal blessing, verses 15,16.

4.
In His Work of Justification, verses 15-16.


a)  He releases captives and sets slaves free, Luke 4:18, Isaiah 61:1.2, Galatians 5:1,13,  Romans 6:15-23


b)  He takes the useless and uses them for Divine glory, 1 Corinthians 1:27-31.


c)  He takes vessels of clay and fills them with Divine treasure, 2 Corinthians 4:7


d)  To “justify” means to “declare righteous”.


e)  Justification makes the sinner acceptable in The Lord’s sight, Romans 3:23-28


f)  Because of justification, the conditions of enmity are changed to amity and peace, Romans 5:1,8-10.


g) Justification transforms us from vessels of wrath to objects of His love, John 3:36, Ephesians 2:2,3 to Ephesians 1:6, 5:1-2.

5.  In His Work of Imputation, verses 17-20.


a)  By imputation, the sinner’s sins are transferred to Jesus Christ, 2 Corinthians 5:18-21.


NOTE:  Sins cannot be imputed twice.  Once borne, they cannot be borne by another.


b)  Because of this, Christ’s righteousness can be imputed to all who believe,  Romans 4:3,23  Romans 3:22, Romans 1:16-17


c)  Paul says of the debt of Onesimus, “charge that to my account.. I will repay”, verses 18-19.


d)  Because of this Philemon is requested to receive Onesimus as he would the Apostle Paul, verse 17.  The truth of Ephesians 1:6 “accepted in the Beloved”.


e)  Jesus Christ has removed from us our debt to God, Colossians 2:14.


f)  His cry on the cross, “It is finished”  John 19:30, was written across the sentence of criminals in Rome whose debt had been paid.


g)  Note verse .20- Christ’s great joy is to bring sinners to God justified and declared righteous. 1 Peter 3:18, 2:24-25, Hebrews 12:2.


h)  Thus He is our mediator and advocate before The Father.  1 Timothy 2:5, 1 John 2:2


i)  Thus as believers  we owe to Him all we are and have, verse 19.  2 Corinthians 5:14,15  Romans 12:1,2  “freed from sin, enslaved to God”, Romans 6:22.

DOCTRINES

GOSPEL OF SALVATION

1.
Gospel means "good news" - four types of gospel are found in the New Testament.

2.
Gospel of the Kingdom.

a)
Preached by John the Baptist (Matthew 3:1, 2), the Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 4:23) and his disciples 

(Matthew l0:7)  Thy Kingdom come (Matthew 6:10).


b)
It consists of the setting up on earth of Christ's 1,000 year Kingdom thus fulfilling the Davidic Covenant 

(2 Samuel 7-16)

c)
There will be another preaching of the gospel by the Jewish remnant in the days of the Great Tribulation before the 2nd Advent (Matthew 24:14, Revelation 7).  After the 2nd Advent the 1,000 year reign commences (Revelation 20:1-6).

3.
Gospel of Grace - the gospel of personal salvation by grace through faith. This gospel appears under many names and is the means of salvation throughout the history of mankind.


a)
Gospel of God  (Romans 1:1, 1 Thessalonians 2:2)

b)
Gospel of Christ  (Mark 1:1, Romans 1:16)

c)
Gospel of the Grace of God  (Acts 20:24)

d)
Gospel of Peace  (Ephesians 6:15)

e)
Gospel of your salvation  (Ephesians 1:13)

f)
Glorious Gospel  (2 Corinthians 4:4)

4.
The Everlasting Gospel - (Revelation 14:6) - the good news is everlasting. This gospel will be preached on earth just before Christ's return in glory (Matthew 25:31, 32). This gospel is the means of salvation to countless thousands both Jews and Gentiles (Revelation 7:9-14).

5.
Paul's "My Gospel" - (Romans 2:16)  This is the same gospel of salvation by grace through faith but includes the mystery doctrines of the church age not previously revealed.  The gospel in the Old Testament was revealed by the Tabernacle, Feasts, Levitical Offerings etc.

6.
"Another Gospel" which is not another (Galatians 1:6, 7, 2 Corinthians 11:4)  This is a perversion of the Gospel of Christ (Galatians 1:8, 9)  The curse is proclaimed on any who preach it.  There have been many perversions - legalism in Galatia, angel worship in Colossae (Colossians 2:18) among others.

SALVATION

1.  Salvation is the gift of God by grace through faith.

2.  We cannot work for salvation - we must receive it as a gift. (Ephesians 2:8, 9, Romans 4:4-5)

3.  The only means of salvation is by trusting that Jesus Christ died for your sins, was buried and raised from the dead.  He therefore paid the penalty for sin, and conquered death.  (Acts 16:30-31, John 3:16, 14:6, 1 Corinthians 15:3-4)

4.  We are saved so that we can serve God. (Ephesians 2:8-10)  Our good works show that we have been saved.

5.  Salvation includes many other doctrines such as Imputation, Justification, Redemption, Propitiation, Reconciliation and Sanctification.

EFFECTIVE CALLING

1.
Drawing (gk. elkuo) means to draw, lead or impel. In this case the drawing or calling is in love. All the elect will freely respond to the work of the Holy Spirit. The drawing provides the motive to respond.

2.
 All people are called to repent, but only the elect are drawn. (John 3:16, 36, 12:32 16:8-11, 1 John 2:2)

3. 
Believers, Called Ones, Elect, are all names for the same person. God calls, the Holy Spirit works, we simply respond to the call of Love. (Jeremiah 31:3, John 3:16)

4. 
The calling provides the motivation for the expression of love in the unbeliever who is positive towards salvation. (Philippians 2:13)

5. 
God can thereby give His gift of salvation to the elect. (John 1:13, Romans 9:16 Ephesians 2:8-9, Titus 3:5-6)

6. 
God therefore gets the glory for His work, we get the benefits (Jude 24-25)

a) God planned it in eternity past.

b) God provides it at the cross.

c) God prepares for it in the life by conviction.

d) God provides the motivation to accept the offer.

e) God gives the gift of salvation to the elect.

f) God gives the Holy Spirit to the new believer.

g) God has prepared a new body for the believer.

HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE CHURCH AGE

TO THE UNBELIEVER

a)
RESTRAINING (2 Thessalonians 2:7)

1. If unbelievers were unrestrained in the Church Age the one world system which Satan is trying to establish would come.  After the rapture of the Church it will come.

b)
CONVICTING (John 16:7-1 1)

i)  Sin - the barrier which remains in unbelief.

ii)  Righteousness - God is totally righteous, man is only relatively righteous and needs God's righteousness for salvation.

iii)  Judgment - Satan and all unbelievers are judged.

c)
 REGENERATION (John 3:5)

Man without the spirit cannot understand spiritual things.  The Gospel is spiritual, the Holy Spirit makes the gospel a reality to the unbeliever when one believes and is "born again" or regenerated. (I Corinthians 2:14)

2.
TO THE BELIEVER AT SALVATION

a)
REGENERATION (John 3:1-16, Titus 3:5)

b)
BAPTISM (Acts 1:5, 1 Corinthians 12:13, Ephesians 4:5)

We are baptized into union with Jesus Christ and become part of the body of Christ.

c)
INDWELLING (Romans 8:9, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20) From salvation on the believer is indwelt by the Spirit.

d)
SEALING (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 1:13, 4:30).  This ministry relates to your future with God, the guarantee of eternal security.

e)
DISTRIBUTION OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS (1 Corinthians 12:1 1) Each believer receives a spiritual gift at the point of salvation in order to function in the body of Christ.

3.
TO THE BELIEVER AFTER SALVATION (Spirituality)

The Ministry of the Holy Spirit after salvation is the means by which we live the type of Christian life that God has designed for us (Ephesians 5: 1 8)

WHO CONTROLS YOUR LIFE - THE HOLY SPIRIT OR THE OLD SIN NATURE?

a)
Spirituality and Carnality (I John 3:4-9) You are either one or the other never partially both.

b)
Spirituality lost through sin; recovered through confession of sin. (Proverbs 1:23, 1 John 1:9)

c)
When we are controlled by the Holy Spirit we are not under the Mosaic Law. (Romans 8:2-4, 10:4, 13:8, Galatians 5:18)

d)
The character of Jesus Christ is produced by the believer when he is filled with the Spirit. (Galatians 4:19, 5:22, 23)

e)
Spirituality does not depend on emotion, ecstatics or feelings (2 Corinthians 6:11, 12)

f)
General objectives of being filled with the Spirit:

i)
 Partnership with God (2 Peter 1:4)

ii)
Imitation of God (Ephesians 5: 1)

iii)
Glorification of Christ (John 7:39, 16:14, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20)

iv)
Fulfilment of the Law (Romans 8:2-4)

THE CHALLENGE FOR YOUR CHRISTIAN LIFE - Ephesians 5:18 - "Be filled with the spirit.

DEPOSITS

1.
First Deposit - at salvation the believer makes a deposit with the Lord. (2 Timothy 1: 1 2) You deposit your life with the Lord.

2.
Second Deposit - in the Christian life the Lord deposits Bible doctrine with the believer - through teachers and personal study. (2 Timothy 1: 1 4)

3.
Third Deposit - the believer in the Christian way of life deposits his fears, problems, pressures, (I Peter 4:19) with the principle being found in (I Peter 5:7, Psalm 55:22)

4.
Fourth Deposit - the believer in the Christian way of life deposits the gospel with the unbeliever. (Romans 1: 14)

APOSTLESHIP

1.
Apostleship is the highest spiritual gift ever to exist in the Church. - Like all other spiritual gifts it was sovereignly bestowed by the Holy Spirit to certain individuals (1 Corinthians 12:11, Ephesians 4:11, 1 Corinthians 12:28)

2.
Apostleship was a temporary gift. It was designed to carry the church until the canon of Scripture was completed. It had the total authority for directing the pre-canon church. Now the absolute authority is the canon of Scripture, particularly the New Testament.

3.
Time of appointment:- The apostles to the church were appointed after the resurrection of Jesus Christ (Ephesians 4:8) Hence, they must be distinguished from the "Apostles to Israel" in (Matthew 10:2ff.)

4.
The extent of the gift:- This spiritual gift exercised authority aver all local churches. Once the canon of Scripture was complete the gift was removed. Today all local churches are autonomous with authority vested in the canon of Scripture and the local pastor (1 Corinthians 13:10)

5.
The qualification of apostles:- Apostles had to be eye witnesses to the resurrection of Christ. This qualified the eleven, Paul being qualified on the Damascus Road (Acts 1:22, 1 Corinthians 9:1, 1 Corinthians 15:8,9)

6.
The authority of the apostles:- The authority was established by the possession of certain temporary gifts that went with this gift.  Apostles also had the gifts of miracles, healing and tongues (Acts 5:15, 16:16-18, 28:8,9)

7.
The roster of apostles:- We have the eleven (excluding Judas). Mathias was elected but he was not an apostle. The twelfth apostle was Paul (1 Corinthians 15:7-10). Paul was appointed by God on the road to Damascus to replace Judas Iscariot.

8.
Others:- There were others who were delegated authority from the apostles and therefore, in a sense, exercised some apostolic authority when they were sent on apostolic missions. They include Barnabas (Galatians 2:9), James (half brother of Jesus) (1Corinthians 15:7, Galatians 1:19), Apollos (1Corinthians 4:6), Silas and Timothy (1Thessalonians 1:1).

AMBASSADOR

1.
An Ambassador does not appoint himself, he is appointed by the nation he represents, the king he represents, 

the person he represents.  We are appointed by God (2 Corinthians 5-20).

2.
An Ambassador does not support himself.  We are in the plan of God and are sustained and protected by him (Ephesians 5:18).

3.
An Ambassador does not represent himself.  We represent God on earth (Matthew 28:19, 20).

4.
An Ambassador does not belong to the nation to which he is sent.  Positionally we are in heaven, experientially we are in the Devil's world (John 15:19).

5.
All Ambassadors have instructions in written form.  We have the Word of God (1 Corinthians 2:16).

6.
An Ambassador representing his country does not treat any insult as personal (Matthew 5:11, 12).

7.
When an Ambassador is recalled from a country it is tantamount to declaration of war.  After the Rapture there will be massive warfare on earth.  All the Ambassadors will be recalled at the Rapture (1Thessalonians 4:13-17)

MINISTER

1.
Used for political leadership in a nation (Romans 13:4).

2.
Used as the pastor of the local church (Ephesians 3:7; Colossians 1:23,25; Colossians 4:7; Ephesians 6:21; 1 Timothy 1:12).

3.
Used for all believers (2 Corinthians 3:6; 4:1; 6:4).

4.
Origin - in the classical Greek the word was used for those who rowed in the lower decks, the place of greatest toil on a ship - a servant or slave.


Principle - The minister should see himself as the servant as well as leader of his flock.

FREE WILL

1.  Free will is the responsibility before God to choose a course of action.

2.  God gave Adam choice in the garden (Genesis 2:16-17).

3.  Free will exists in both believer and unbeliever (John 7:17).

4.  In Christianity free will cannot be coerced - it is a matter of obedience (2 Corinthians 5:10).

5.  Man is responsible for his actions, and must give an account to God (Revelation 20:11-15).

6.  Because man is subject to judgment there is an age at which children become accountable before God for their actions.

7.  Three problems which the Bible solves regarding free will:

a)  What about babies who die before they hear the gospel or those who are mentally not able to decide?

Solution - (2 Samuel 12:18) where a child born to David and Bathsheba dies on the 7th day,  the day before circumcision which would have brought the child into a covenant relationship.  David says that he will go to be with the child indicating the child has been automatically saved without a covenant requirement. 

b) What about the physical damage which hinders the person causing a restriction of free will ?

Solution - (John 9:1-7) where a man blind from birth is healed. Jesus did not bypass the free will but made up for the blindness. He breaks down the barriers for a person to do God's will but the free will of the person is not manipulated. 

c) What about spiritual damage to free will ?

Solution - (Genesis 3:8) where after the fall God sought out Adam and Eve in the garden where they had hidden from him.  God will seek out all men and give them the opportunity of salvation.

8.  It is possible to harden your heart that it becomes impossible to believe or repent.  Examples in Scripture:

a) the Amorites and Canaanites of Joshua's day (Genesis 15:16)

b) the Pharaoh of the Exodus (Exodus 7- 11)

c) those who choose to worship the creation rather than the Creator (Romans 1:1-32)

d) those who accept the mark of the beast (Revelation 13:8)

e) the reaction of unbelievers at the Second Advent (Revelation 6:16).

9.  The person who desires to know God will find Him (John 7:17).

10.  If God is truly sovereign how can man have genuine free choice? 

In eternity past, God foreknew every decision and event which would occur in all creation.  He worked all things to work together to achieve His sovereign purpose. God uses His sovereign will as planner and creator, man uses his free will as a part of the creation.  

a) Paul as a prisoner on a ship bound for Rome predicts, having received advice from the angel of God, that there will be no loss of life but the ship will become a wreck.  The guarantee is a sovereign guarantee and therefore absolute.  Paul however tells the soldiers that they must stay on the boat to be saved.  They do and they are saved. Sovereign decrees by God therefore contain free will decisions by man (Acts 27).

b) The sovereign decree is that all things work together for good towards the goal of predestination and eventual glorification.  We have a guarantee that we will be in heaven.  Yet we continually make free will decisions in the process (Romans 8:28).

c) Daniel understood the time of "desolations" as seventy years as prophesied by Jeremiah and knew that it would end on time.  He now seeks by supplication with sackcloth and ashes forgiveness for Israel's sin on the basis that no discipline is going to be removed without the sin having been forgiven (Daniel 9:2).

11.  Free will can never be neutral - you are either obedient or disobedient to God (Isaiah 55:7-9).

BROTHERHOOD OF BELIEVERS

1.
All believers are referred to as brothers (gk adelphos), the Greek word used indicating family relationship with both male and female included. As members of the same family who will rule throughout all eternity together it is of the greatest importance to have a special attitude towards our fellow believers. (1 Peter 2:5, 9-10, Revelation 5:10)

2.
This attitude should be one of agape love or caring for the ultimate well being of others. (1 Peter 2:17, 3:8, 1John 3:23, 4:12)

3.
We are our brothers keepers, not by way of interference but by being active and alert for their good. (Genesis 4:9 cf. James 5:20, 2 Thessalonians 3:15)

4.
Because of family closeness there is a danger that one member may lead another astray, so discipline is required. (1 Corinthians 5:11)

5.
In our family there must be a readiness to forgive. (Matthew 18:21)

6.
The world has its own brotherhood of evil and sin. (John 15:19)

7.
The soul and fruit of a person shows the family to which they belong. (Matthew 12:33)

8.
All of us were born into Adam's family. (1 Corinthians 15:22)

9.
We either stay there in sin or become a member of the Lord's family. (John 8:42-44)

RECONCILIATION

1.
Definition: Reconciliation is the removal of the barrier between God and man, or peace between God and man. While redemption is sinward and propitiation is Godward, reconciliation is manward. (2 Corinthians 5:18, Ephesians 2:16, Colossians 1:20, 21)

2.
Reconciliation and the blood of Christ.

a)
The blood of Christ is a synonym for the saving work of Christ on the Cross and the basis for reconciliation. (Colossians 1:20)


b)
Hence the work of the Cross is associated with reconciliation. (Ephesians 2:16)

3.
Reconciliation and Mankind: under the concept of reconciliation mankind is regarded as the enemy of God. (Romans 5:10, Colossians 1:2 1)

4.
Peace, a synonym for reconciliation, reconciliation finds man the enemy of God, but the saving work of Christ on the Cross gives peace between God and man. (Ephesians 2:14 cf. 2:16 cf. Colossians 1:20)

5.
Reconciliation portrayed in the Levitical Offerings: the peace offering of Leviticus 3 depicts reconciliation or Christ's removing the barrier between God and man. (Leviticus 7:11-38, 8:15)

6.
Application of reconciliation to the Church Age believer: every member of the Body of Christ is an ambassador representing Christ on earth.  Therefore each member of the Body of Christ has the ministry of reconciliation. (2Corinthians 5:18-20)

7.
The prophecy of reconciliation. (Isaiah 57:19)

8.
The means of reconciliation - the removal of the barrier:

a)
Sin removed by unlimited atonement. (2 Corinthians 5:14, 15, 18, 1 Timothy 2:6, 4:10, Titus 2:11, Hebrews 2:9, 1 John 2:2)


b)
Penalty of Sin removed by expiation. (Psalm 22:1-6, Colossians 2:14)

c)
Problem of physical birth removed by regeneration. (John 3:1-18, Titus 3:5, 1 Peter 1:23)

d)
Relative righteousness removed by imputation (Romans 3:22, 9:30, 10:10, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Philippians 3:9, Hebrews 10:14), and justification (Romans 4:1-5, 4:25, 5:1, 8:29, 30, Galatians 2:16, Titus 3:7).

9.
The barrier of God's perfect character removed by propitiation. (Romans 3:22-26, 1 John 2:1, 2)

10.
Problem of position in Adam removed by positional sanctification. (1 Corinthians 15:22, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Ephesians 1:3-6)

IMPUTATION

1.
Abraham is the pattern of imputation of divine righteousness. (Genesis 15:6)

2.
Divine righteousness is imputed only on the basis of faith in Christ. (Romans 3:22)

3.
Many Gentiles of Old Testament times found God's righteousness by believing in Christ while many Jews, relying on the Law, missed imputation. (Romans 9:30-33)

4.
Imputation is the basis of Justification. (Romans 4:22, 5:1)

5.
Imputation encourages faith in Christ. (Romans 4:24, 25)

6.
Imputation is based on the work of Christ on the Cross. (2 Corinthians 5-21)

CONFIDENCE

1.  The source of confidence. (Jeremiah 17:7)

2.  The results of confidence:-

a) Protection (Proverbs 3:25-26)

b) Strength (Isaiah 30:15)

c) Blessing (Jeremiah 17:7).

3.  Examples of confidence:-

a) in God's provision (Genesis 22:18)

b) in God's sovereignty (Genesis 50:20)

c) in God's deliverance (Daniel 3:17-18)

d) in God's power (1 Kings 18:36-39)

e) in God's presence (Psalm 71:5)

f) in extremity (Job 13:15).

4.  Confidence relating to prayer:-

a) confident access (Ephesians 3:12)

b) confidence to draw near (Hebrews 4:16)

c) confidence to enter (Hebrews 10:19-22)

d) confidence to ask (1 John 5:14-15).

5.  Confidence in the day of judgment. (1 John 4:17)

6.  Confidence to complete His work in the believer. (Philippians 1:6)

7.  Exhortation to maintain confidence. (Hebrews 10:35-39)

OBEDIENCE

1.  Obedience is better than offerings (1 Samuel 15:22; Proverbs 21:3; 28:9).  If we are not in God's will, any "worship" we offer is unacceptable.

2.  Obedience is something you have to learn.  The basic training in obedience has to start in childhood.  As it says in (Exodus 20:12 and Deuteronomy 5:16) "Honour your father and your mother. " (Proverbs 4:3,4; 22:6; 29:15-17; Hebrews 5:8)

3.  Teaching your child obedience is an act of love (Proverbs 3:12; 19:18; 23:13-14).

4.  We have to obey those who are in authority over us (Exodus 20:12; 22:28; Leviticus 19:3; Deuteronomy 5:16; Romans 13:1-5; Ephesians 6:1-5; Colossians 3:18-22; Titus 3:1).

5.  Those in authority have been put in that position by God (Romans 13:1).

6.  Obedience to those in authority is obedience to God (Proverbs 24:21; Ephesians 6:7; Colossians 3:23-24; Romans 13:5).

7.  Disobedience to those in authority is disobedience to God (Romans 1:30; 13:2).

8.  But when we are ordered to do something that is against God's Will we have to disobey (Acts 4:19; 5:40-42).

9. The fifth commandment (Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16) is the only commandment with a promise (Proverbs 10:17; Ephesians 6:1-3).  Social life in a society is only possible when the people in it have learned to obey.

10.  If this commandment is ignored, if the authority of the family is denied or not exercised, society will quickly slide into anarchy (Isaiah 3:12; Proverbs 29:21; 30:21-23; Romans 1:30).

11.  Jesus Christ was perfect in His obedience (Luke 2:51; Philippians 2:8).  Examples of the Lord's perfect obedience to the Father's will:

a)  The Lord's temptation in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11), where the Lord resisted the temptation in His humanity to use His divine power outside the Father's will (Philippians 2:5-8, Hebrews 10:7)

b)  In the Garden of Gethsemane the Lord resisted all temptation to the contrary but set His face firmly to go through with the horror of the cross (Matthew 26:38-46, Mark 14:34-42, Luke 22:41-44)

c)  During the provocations of the trials the Lord stood firm and resolute.  Although He had the power to resist arrest, as shown briefly in (John 18:6), He voluntarily went with the troops, even chiding Peter for his sword play (Luke 22:49-51). Although abused (Matthew 26:67-68), struck (John 18:22), scourged (Matthew 27:26), mocked and beaten (Matthew 27:27-31), and finally crucified the Lord calmly accepted this all as part of the Father's Plan, resisting any temptation to rebel at the injustice, cruelty and callousness of those who perpetrated this evil.  Rather He prayed for them, acknowledging to Pilate that all this was part of His role as Saviour (Luke 23:34, John 18:37)

d)  When miracles were demanded by Herod Antipas (Luke 23:8-11) the Lord resisted any temptation to instantly judge that evil man and his court but saying nothing set His face to the cross on which He would bear even the sins of Herod Antipas (1John 2:2)

e)  When He stumbled on the road to the cross He did not call on divine strength but Simon of Cyrene had to be pressed into service to carry the cross (Matthew 27:32, Luke 23:26)

f)  When reviled by the crowds as He hung on the cross, taunted to do things which He could have done, He resisted all temptation to step down from the cross but stayed there to bear the sins of all (Matthew 27:39-44, Mark 15:29-32, Luke 23:35-39).

SECTION 4 - SALUTATIONS AND CONCLUSION

1:22  But withal prepare me also a lodging: for I trust that through your prayers I shall be given unto you.

1:23  There salute thee Epaphras, my fellowprisoner in Christ Jesus;

1:24  Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas, my fellow labourers.

1:25  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

KEY WORDS
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ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND

Epaphras was a native of Colossae and the founder of the Colossian church. He was probably a convert of Paul  and had evangelised Colossae as well as Laodicea and Hierapolis. Colossians 1:7, 4:12, 13. He is with Aristarchus said to be a fellow prisoner with Paul and this probably means that he shared imprisonment with Paul.

John Mark’s house was the place where the first church met. He accompanied Barnabus after the rejection by Paul. Mark is now a great comfort to Paul.

Marcus is John Mark who had been eligible for the Levitical priesthood but he cut off the tip of his finger so that he was not physically perfect and could not function in the priesthood.

John Mark had been rejected by Paul to join the second missionary team after Mark had left Paul suddenly in the first missionary journey.

The inclusion of Mark is an indication to Philemon that Paul had failed in the test with Mark, a very similar test which Philemon is now facing with Onesimus.

Aristarchus means best ruler. He was a very famous man in the city. He was a Roman knight. He is someone from Thessalonika who joined Paul on his third missionary journey. Acts 19:29 shows that he survived mob action.  

He was influenced by Bible truths rather than evil.

Both Paul and Aristarchus were consistent in their Christian life.

We also have Demas who fell away from the mature Christian life and Lucas or Luke, the author of the gospel and the book of Acts.

APPLICATION

Problems are opportunities when you see what God has provided in your life.

The church at Colossae could be destroyed by false doctrine which is answered in the book of Colossians or legalism which is dealt with in Philemon.

The answer to legalism and dissension is getting to maturity. Spiritual maturity is a solution to problems, conflict and controversy.

ABIDING WITH CHRIST - Verses 21-25

1.
Fellowship depends on obedience, verse 21.  It is obedience that brings “benefit” and “refreshment” to Christ, verses 20,21.

2.
We are to prepare our souls as a suitable dwelling for Christ, verse 22. John 14:21 “He who keeps My commands...I will disclose Myself to him.” John 15:4  “Abide in Me and I in you.”

3.
When we gave Him the first place in our lives, He is at home in our hearts.  Colossians 1:18, 1 Peter 3:15, Ephesians 3:16-17.

4.
We must always beware of falling from steadfastness in grace, verses 24-25 “Demas” - c/f. 2 Timothy 4:10, contrast Mark - Acts 13:13, 15:38, 2 Timothy 4:11.

FALLING FROM GRACE:
1. 
At salvation, God’s grace gives us a position and place of standing before God, Romans 5:2, Ephesians 1:6.

2.
The goal of the spiritual life is to make our position in Christ and our practice  one and the same.

3.
We cannot fall from that which we cling to.  Hebrews 10:23 “hold fast”.

4.
When we cast off our Christian commitment (1 Timothy 5:12), we let go of God’s grace.

5.
This is not loss of salvation, it is loss of spiritual living.

6.
The Galatians illustrate this condition.



a) Turn from Spirit to flesh, Galatians 3:3.



b) Turn from grace (faith) to law, Galatians 3:2



c) Fallen from grace, Galatians 5:4 c/f. verses 1-7.

7.
The same is seen in the church of Ephesus, Revelation 2:5.

DOCTRINES

SOUL AND HUMAN SPIRIT

1.  The real person is in the soul (Genesis 2:7), the body is merely a house for the soul (2 Corinthians 5:1-4).

2.  The soul and the spirit are separate (Hebrews 4:12).

3.  In creation, Adam received soul and spirit (Genesis 2:7).

4.  It is the soul that is saved, not the body (Romans 5:12, Psalm 19:7, 34:22, Mark 8:36,37, Hebrews 10:39, 1Peter 1:9).

5.  The unbeliever has body and soul only (1 Corinthians 2:14).

a)  The unbeliever does not have an activated spirit (1 Corinthians 2:14, Jude 19).

b)  The Holy Spirit acts as the regenerator of the human spirit (Genesis 6:3, John 16:8-11, 1Corinthians 2:14-16).

c)  At the point of salvation the human spirit is activated.

6.  The believer has body, soul and spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:23).

a)  The believer has an activated spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:23).

b)  The human spirit deals with spiritual understanding.

c)  He understands spiritual phenomena (1 Corinthians 2:14).

d)  The believer grows in grace and knowledge (Ephesians 3:16-19).

7.  Characteristics of the Soul

a)  Deals with human understanding.

b)  Self awareness (Genesis 35:18, 1 Kings 17:21) - either focus on Christ, or on self (either pride or self pity).

c)  Thinking (Luke 12:19) - either divine viewpoint, or human viewpoint.

d)  Freewill (Acts 3:23) - either obedient to God's will, or self will.

e)  Emotions (Song of Solomon 1:7, Luke 12:19, 2 Peter 2:8) - either controlled, or pleasing self.

f) Conscience (Acts 24:16, Romans 2:15, 9:1,2) - either God's standards, or (either lawlessness or self-righteousness).

g)  Sin nature (Leviticus 5:1, Psalm 58:2-5, Ezekiel 18:4, Matthew 15:19) - either controlled, or in control.

h)  Departs from body at death (Job 27:8, Psalm 16:10, 2 Corinthians 5:8).

i)  Area of love (1 Samuel 18:1).

j)  Area of misery (Psalm 6:3, 106:15, 119:25,28,81).

AMEN

1.  Amen means "so be it" or "I believe it".

2.  It is used in three ways:

a) By the hearer to indicate that we agree with what has been said (Numbers 5:22; Deuteronomy 27:12-26;    

        Revelation 5:14; 22:20).

b) Used in prayer to signify that we believe our prayers will be heard and answered by God (Psalm 41:13; Jeremiah 

        28:6).  This is the meaning of the "amen" at the end of a prayer by one who leads in prayer, or by the      

        congregation (1 Chronicles 16:36; Nehemiah 8:6; 1 Corinthians 14:16).

c) Amen is used in (Revelation 3:14) as a name for our Lord Jesus Christ, as our security for this life and the 

       guarantee that our life hereafter rests in Him (2 Corinthians 1:20).
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