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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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INTRODUCTION

Most people today understand that the really important things in life are NOT THINGS at all - they are the meaningful relationships we have. God has put a desire for relationship in every one of us. A desire He intended to be met with relationships with other people, but most of all, to be met by a relationship with Him. Having this relationship with God Himself determines a person’s eternal destiny!

In this remarkable letter, John tells us the truth about relationships – and shows us how to have relationships that are REAL, for both now and eternity.

The purpose of the letter is to bring ALL who read the letter into a deep and wonderful relationship with God.

John’s First Epistle is like a family photograph album. It describes those who are members of the family of God. Just as children resemble their parents, so God’s children have His likeness, too. This letter describes those similarities. When a person becomes a child of God, he receives the very life of God Himself, and this is called eternal life. This qualifies that person to live with God in Heaven, forever. All who have this life show it in very definite ways.

For instance, they acknowledge Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour, - they love God, 

· they love the children of God, 

· they obey His commandments, 

· and they do NOT go on practising SIN.

These, then, are some of the hallmarks of eternal life.

John wrote this epistle so that ALL who have these family traits may know that they have eternal life. (1st John 5:13)

1st John is unusual in many ways. Although it is a real letter that was actually sent, neither the author, nor the addressees are named. Doubtless they knew each other well. 1st John has strong external and internal evidences that clearly point to the apostle John as the author. The first 4 verses show that the writer knew Jesus Christ very well and spent a great deal of time with Him. This narrows down the possibilities of authorship considerably and strongly points to the apostle John as the author. Strengthening this is the apostolic tone of the letter. The author writes with authority and with the tenderness of an older spiritual leader. (“my little children”) John was the brother of James, one of the sons of Zebedee, OR, one of the Sons of Thunder as they are called at one point by the Lord because of their fiery personalities. 

It was this man who wrote the Gospel according to John; the three letters 1st, 2nd, and 3rd John; and the Revelation.

1st John was probably written in the 90s AD.  At that time, John was the last of the apostles still living. He was well into his eighties by then, the last man who could say of Jesus what he says here:- “I heard Him and saw Him, I looked upon Him and I touched Him.”  Written centuries ago, this letter deals with a theme that is forever up-to-date: - It deals with the life that is real! John had discovered that satisfying reality is not to be found in things or thrills, but in a Person—Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God. There are some who argue that this is in fact the last document written in what we call the New Testament. John very likely wrote his Gospel before this letter. 

There is some question as to when he wrote the Revelation and the two short letters that follow 1st John. But there is at least one well-known scholar who says that 1st John is the last document he wrote and if so, then these would be the final chapters of inspired Scripture.

1st John is a book of basics. John is not interested in intricate, complicated new theories on the Christian message. He is interested in saying once again the central, eternal, foundational, unchanging things. 

Lastly, this book was probably written to the environs of Ephesus. The first 3 chapters of the Book of the Revelation mention 7 churches in that region that were to receive the Revelation. This letter was probably also written to the Christians in that area, where John was bishop toward the end of his life. Another remarkable thing about this lovely book is that extreme deep spiritual truths are expressed in such short, simple sentences with a simple vocabulary to match. This book then flies in the face of those who say that deep truth must be put into complex sentences.

At the time that John was writing this epistle, a false sect had arisen which became known as Gnosticism. This deadly virus known as Judaistic Gnosticism was infecting several churches. This represented the worst of both the Jewish and Greek world of thought. 

This “J-G virus” consisted of the following:

1.
Salvation could be obtained only through knowledge. This meant that only those with superior intellects could hope to achieve salvation.

2.
 
These false teachers taught that faith or belief without materialistic proof was silly and useless.

3.
To these false teachers matter itself was considered evil. 

The J-G virus taught that the world was created by a series of angelic emanations. In other words, God  (the original source) created an angel who in turn created another angel, who created yet a third, etc., etc. 

Finally, the last of these angels created the world, as we know it today. While this mistaken philosophy admitted to the transcendence of God (that is that God is above everything), 

it denied his immanence  (that He is also IN everything). This view immediately ruled out the incarnation of Christ, special divine creation, prayer, faith, miracles, the Second Coming, and the accuracy of the Bible.

Judaistic Gnosticism also taught that: The goal of mankind was either morbid asceticism  (avoiding all the joys of life, and abusing the body for the spirit’s sake)… OR, that of unrestrained licentiousness (if it feels good, DO it!). 

The first was known as stoicism, and the last view was known as Epicureanism. (“the highest good is pleasure”) Judaistic Gnosticism violated the Person of Jesus Christ holding Him as a phantom and NOT a real person. 

Other doctrines of concern that stemmed from Judaistic Gnosticism were legalism and carnal asceticism. All of these false ideas threaten Christianity and vital Christian living. It was a great counter attack by Satan to violate the church. Evidently this attack made some “in roads” into Christianity. We know that some believers in Colosse and Laodicea had succumbed to this attack. Gnosticism took many spiritual prisoners. Many doubted their salvation. They fell victim to this satanic counterattack. Many became discouraged, disoriented, depressed and scattered because of it. Gnosticism held that there is a hierarchy of angels between God and all human beings. We must somehow placate and appease God, these Gnostics say… They said that human knowledge, which began in virtual ignorance, increases until at last one enters into the fullness of understanding of the Oneness of ALL things. 

Gnosticism in our day is the infamous New Age Movement. Satan still deludes many people by religion and modern forms of Gnosticism. The ancient heresy of Gnosticism appears widely today under the name of the New Age Movement. It seeks the Oneness of all things. They tell us that we are all part of the universe of created matter. We unite in Oneness with God. They claim that we can escape from self and move into oneness with the universe. 

The New Age Movement cloaks the occult in the description of New Age enlightenment:

“You don’t need God; you are God. You don’t need to repent of your sins and depend on God to save you. Sin isn’t a problem; you just need to turn off your mind and tune in to the great cosmic oneness through harmonic convergence.” The New Age pitch is the oldest lie of Satan: “You will be like God” (Genesis 3:5). It claims to move you beyond SELF. In actual practice, they focus on SELF. The real goal is to develop all your self-powers. We call this the “human potential movement.”  According to them, ALL you need in life is already there INSIDE you. All you need to do is bring it out and develop your possibilities and full potential. This thirst for knowledge and power has lured a fallen humanity to seek guidance from mediums and spiritists, and from such occult practices as: Fortune-telling, tarot cards, palm-reading,  Ouija boards, astrology, magic charming and automatic writing. Shirley MacLaine’s strange spirit beings of astrology, ouija boards, tarot cards and assorted holy men, psychics, swamis, yogis and gurus are actually present day Gnosticism. 

All of these weird movements purport to offer help in increasing our understanding to fulfill the possibilities of our humanity. The Christian who gets involved with the “human potential movement”  is actually a present day Gnostic and is divorced from reality.!!.

False teaching is so serious a matter that John wrote about it in his second letter too, warning believers not to invite false teachers into their homes.

2 John 9-11:  

9.  Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. 

10.  If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him;

We learn from the Apostle Paul that it was the task of the apostles to lay the foundation of the church, - the only foundation which men can lay, which is Jesus Christ. 

1 Corinthians 3:10-11:-

10.  “According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. 

11.  For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”

EACH of the apostles has a specific function in laying this foundation. 

Paul does not do the same thing as John, - Peter has a different task than Paul or John, - and Jude is called to yet another ministry. They all have a very important task, but God commits something original to each of these men to be passed along to us. Watchman Nee, in his very helpful book, “What Shall This Man Do?” - suggests that these 3 ministries of John, Peter, and Paul can be distinguished by, and are characterized by the tasks that each of these men were performing when they were called of God. 

Peter, for instance, was called as a fisherman, and we are told in the Gospels that the moment of his call occurred when the Lord found him casting a net into the sea. That work of fishing for men is characteristic of the Apostle Peter. He is always beginning things, and initiating new programmes. To him was committed the keys of the kingdom by which he could open the door to the new things God was introducing. On the day of Pentecost he used one of those keys and as a result caught 3,000 fish in his gospel net. You find that characteristic of this man all through his written ministry. 

To the Apostle Paul, however, was committed a different task. When Paul was called he was a tentmaker. He made things. He built things. This, then, was the ministry committed to the Apostle Paul. He was a builder. He not only laid the foundation, but he built upon it. In 1st Corinthians 3:10 Paul calls himself “a wise master-builder” 

And to this man, this mighty apostle, was committed the task of building the great doctrinal foundation upon which the Christian faith rests. 

But the apostle John is different from both of these other apostles. When John was called he was found mending his nets. John is a mender. His written ministry comes in after the church has been in existence for several decades, and at a time when apostasy had begun to creep in. There was need of a voice to call people back to the original foundations and that is the ministry of the Apostle John. He calls men back to truth. When we begin to drift, when some false concept creeps into our thinking or into our actions, it is John who is ordained of the Lord to call us back, to mend the nets and to set things straight in our lives. We will find that to be his ministry, particularly in 1st John. 

Let’s read the first 4 verses, which constitute John’s introduction to this first letter: 1st John 1:1-4

1.
“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life  

2.
the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us  

3.
that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.

4.
And these things we write to you that your joy may be full.”

Three things are highlighted for us in this introduction from the apostle John: A relationship, a fellowship, and a joy that follows the relationship. All must begin with this matter of relationship, for John is concerned first about the family of God. John, Peter and Paul all have different ministries. It was Peter’s task to talk about the kingdom of God, Paul about the church of God, but John is concerned with the family of God. These are all the same things, but they are viewed from 3 different aspects. It is into the intimacy of the family circle, now, that the Apostle John takes us. Therefore, this letter can be properly described as introducing us to life with the Father, the intimacy of the family circle of God. If you read through the letter, as I hope you will many times while we are studying together, you will find there are four different reasons John gives for writing this letter. 

One is in the passage just read, Verse 4  "And these things we write to you that your joy may be full {complete}”

Then, in 1st John 2:1, he says: “My little children, these things I write to you, that you may not sin.”

And in 1st John 2:26, he gives us the third reason: “These things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you.”

In 1st John 5:13, he gives us the fourth reason: “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life…” 

If you think about these four reasons for a moment you will find something quite remarkable about them. He is first concerned about the joy of companionship that is, of course, the solution to the problem of loneliness. There is nothing more helpful in curing loneliness than a family circle. When you get lonely where do you want to go?  Home, to the family – to those whom you love!  So John writes, “I write this that your joy may be full," answering the fear and problem of loneliness. 

Then he says, “I am writing this so that you may not SIN.” Here he is dealing with another great threat to human happiness, the problem of GUILT. The problem of a broken relationship with God because of some sin in our life. Again he says, “I write this to you about those who would deceive you.” In other words he is writing to protect us, in order that we might be free from deception. – from false teachers. That is another great problem area of life. 

Where do we get answers? How do we know what is true?  That is what this letter is written for, that we might be free from deception. 

Finally he says, “I am writing this to assure you”—that you already have eternal life and you can find security in God and freedom from failure. Who of us is not concerned with that? How do you find your way through life successfully? How do we know we are not going to fail? 

John says, “I write this in order that you might have assurance, that you might be secure and free from failure.” In verse 1 we find a series of clauses that are left hanging, followed by a parenthetical announcement beginning in verse 2 that life was manifested. In verse 2 John describes himself as both witness and preacher of the life that broke in on him. 

Then we finally get the complete statement in verse 3:“that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us;…”

We’ll consider the reasons for this grammatical choppiness shortly. When John begins to bear witness to what he has seen and heard, it is as if he is swept away in the telling. Let’s pause and put this book in perspective for a moment. Why is the introduction written awkwardly in Greek? 

Why are these initial clauses left hanging before we finally come to a concrete verb in verse 3?  John is writing (as an old man now) to a group of people who are under threat from deceivers who are trying to ruin their faith, and he begins with this testimony:

CHAPTER  1

PASSAGE  - 1 John 1:1: 

“ 1. That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life”

John, instead of being able to finish the statement at this point, is taken over by what he remembers. He begins to think of the words of Christ that he was privileged to hear for three years of following Him. He remembers the parables of the Lord that were so compelling, mysterious, and marvellous and that dealt with such deep issues in the heart. He remembers the powerful preaching of Jesus, decrying unrighteousness and calling out words of hope. Even His enemies, as well as His friends, would say of the Lord’s teaching, “No one ever spoke as this Man speaks.”  

John remembers not only the powerful preaching of Jesus but the personal words of encouragement to: a leper, to a blind man, to a little girl who had died in an upper room whom Jesus embraced and brought back to life, to a woman who was caught in adultery - “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.” said Jesus. He remembers all those things that the Lord said to people, and his mind is filled with the compassionate words of Christ. 

John is in his 80s now and his physical sense of hearing may have diminished, but what he can hear in his heart as clearly as on the first day that he heard them are the profound words of Jesus. Not only that, but he says, “We have seen with our eyes" The “we” is the apostolic community of which John is the last living member. 

“We saw the miracles, We saw the waves stilled, We saw Lazarus come out of the tomb because Jesus commanded it to be so, We saw the paralytic rise from his bed.” John and many others were actual eyewitnesses to these astounding miracles. John was also one of the 3 people at the transfiguration. He stood on that mountain when Jesus was displayed in a blaze of unspeakable glory. But it is not only the miracles and the display of power that John remembers. John must also remember Jesus’ tender embrace of children in Matthew 19:14: “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”

These words of our Lord answer the question: “What happens to children who die before they reach the age of accountability? Jesus said that of such is the kingdom of heaven.” That should be adequate assurance to parents who have suffered the loss of little ones! It should be a great source of comfort for them to know that their little one is awaiting their arrival in heaven. 

The apostle John continues to reminisce and he remembers the time when everyone else was lying down to sleep, he saw Jesus get up and go off to a place to pray because He knew the great importance of consistent prayer. John remembers the Lord when He was indignant at the unrighteousness of the money-changers and twice banished them from the temple. In stating that “our hands have handled Jesus Christ" John may have also remembered the time when Jesus reached out to Peter, who was drowning in the waves, and grasped his hand and put him in the safety of the boat. 

He would remember the night before Jesus’ execution, that he was privileged to lie back on the Master’s breast at the Last Supper, and hear His heartbeat. He may remember coming to the Lord and being given from His hand just a few small fish and barley loaves and told to go out to the crowd and feed thousands with that……and coming back time and again and having Jesus place in his hands more fish and more bread so that all had enough. And he remembers those same hands (now scarred from crucifixion) at a breakfast AFTER the resurrection in which Jesus took bread and fish and fed him again.

And so John is swept away with his memories. 

Now look back at the opening verses and see what John has to say. These are tremendously important verses. Firstly, John is talking about a very special relationship – A personal, intimate relationship with the living God.!! 

It is evident he is talking about a Person, whom, he says is “from the beginning. ”This is one of the favourite phrases of the Apostle John “from the beginning.”  There are at least 3 “beginnings” in the Bible. The Bible opens with the phrase: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth," Genesis 1:1. That is the beginning of the material creation, of matter. 

How far back it goes no one knows. That verse encompasses the very dawn of creation and it is impossible for us to tell how far back it is. Neither science nor Scripture answers. Science suggest it was millions of years ago, and Scripture is quite ready to accommodate that. 

As Dr. J. Vernon McGee puts it, “you can go back squillions of years and there is still ample room.” 

The first beginning is the beginning of creation. 

However, in the Gospel of John there is another “beginning.” That Gospel begins with these words about Jesus Christ, the eternal son of God.

John 1:1: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God,”    

Jesus Christ did not have a beginning Himself, but existed from all eternity.

That beginning in John 1:1 goes back BEFORE creation. That is the unbeginning beginning, the beginning that is eternal. – timeless. That simply means at the starting point.  

We humans have to start somewhere in our thinking. We are finite creatures and we must always have a starting point.  We have to start with “A” in order, eventually, to arrive at “Z”, and it is that “A” which John is describing in the Gospel. 

Before there was anything at all, there was the Word. – Logos – The Lord Jesus Christ. That Word was a Person, and He was with God, and He is God. That is the farthermost point backward that we can go. In verse 1 of our text, John identifies this eternally existent being, who was physically present with John and others as the “Word of Life” – The same Logos spoken of in John 1:1 The idea of the Logos - of the Word was huge for John. It was also huge for the Greek world of his day and for the Jewish world of his day. For the Jew, God was often referred to as the Word, because they knew God perfectly revealed Himself in His Word. 

For the Greek, their philosophers had spoken for centuries about the Logos…The basis for organization and intelligence in the universe, - the Ultimate Reason which controls ALL things. It is as if John is saying to everyone:

“This Logos you have been talking about and writing about for centuries – well, we have heard Him, seen Him, studied Him, and touched Him! 

Let us tell you about Him!” But now, in this letter, there is still a third beginning. It is the beginning found in our verse 1: “That which was from the beginning”  Here John does not mean either the time of creation or the unbeginning beginning, - the timeless beginning. He is referring to a definite matter here for he uses this phrase many times. 

Note a few places where he uses it and you will see how he uses it: 

In 1st John 2:7, he says: “Brethren, I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning…”

The Lord Jesus had taught His disciples to love one another from the very beginning of His earthly ministry.

In 1st John 2:14 he says: “I have written to you, fathers, because you have known Him who is from the beginning…”

In 1st John 2:24, he says: “Therefore let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father.”

This refers to the teachings of Jesus and of all His apostles. – the foundational truths of the Gospel.

In 1st John 3:8, we read: “He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning.” 

The devil has sinned continuously from the first time that he sinned.

Finally, in 1st John 3:11 we read: “For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another,”

This “beginning” refers to the beginning of the Christian dispensation. It is difficult to locate this “beginning”, is it not? It seems to shift from time to time. It is what we might call the contemporary beginning, or, to use a very popular phrase these days that few really understand, the existential beginning. That simply means “the beginning I am experiencing right now.” John is really referring to the continuous experience of the Christian life, which is contemporary ALL the time, - new and fresh and vital 

· A continuous beginning which is eternal. It has been available for ALL time, but you only begin it when you come to know Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour.

The writers of the New Testament began it when they came to know Him, and John began it when he first knew Jesus Christ. It relates to Him who is from the beginning. 

Now that is about as far as we can go in understanding that, for this is a timeless beginning that is right now, an eternal now. It is, however, important, because John warns all through this letter that we must cling only to that which was “from the beginning.” 

If someone comes to you with something that they say is “new”, don't believe it!   It must be from the beginning! The cults today say, “Look, we have something different, additional, something that has come along much later in history than the Bible; we have as additional revelation to give you.”  Say to them, “Keep it!  I want only that which is from the beginning.”  

John frequently reminds us, to go back to that which is from the beginning. Now he says this One from the beginning is a Person, and He has been seen and heard and handled. In other words, Christian faith rests upon great facts, - the acts of a human being in history. 

We can also see this in the writings of the Apostle Paul. Our Christian faith does not rest simply on ideas, or doctrinal statements. That is why becoming a Christian is not simply a matter of joining a church, or believing a certain creed, or signing a doctrinal statement. That has nothing to do with becoming a Christian. 

John points out that becoming a Christian is to be related to a Person – and that Person is the Lord Jesus Christ. All of us are related to someone. We live in families. Children are related to their parents, and parents to their children.  Why? Because they share the same life. And that is what makes a Christian!  A Christian shares the very life of God Himself by relationship to a Person, the only Person who has that life, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

At the close of this letter John tells us in 1st John 5:12: “ He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.” 

It is that simple!  It can’t be made clearer! No matter how religious you may be, you do not have eternal life if you do not have a personal relationship with the eternal Son of God, - you are not a Christian. John makes this crystal clear at the beginning of his letter, calling us back to these fundamental things. That which was from the beginning, he says, is a REAL Person. 

We looked at Him, we heard Him, we touched Him, He actually appeared in history. He is an historical being. We knew Him, We had fellowship with Him, We lived with Him, We ate with Him, We slept in the same place as Him, We heard His words, We have never forgotten them. The idea that this eternal subject of John has been audibly heard, physically seen, intently studied and tangibly touched would have enormous implications for his readers. It has enormous implications because it says that this eternal God has become accessible to man in the most basic way, a way that anyone can relate to. 

This eternal One can be known, and He has revealed Himself to us. It has enormous implications because it proves that John’s words have the weight of eyewitness evidence…He is not speaking of a myth, or, a matter of clever storytelling. He carefully studied this eternal One, and he knows whom he is talking about. It has enormous implications because it debunks the dangerous, false teachings that are everywhere today. 

These eyewitness facts outlined by John about Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God is where ALL objections to Christianity are ultimately directed. The forces which seek to overthrow Christian faith today try to undermine our confidence in the facts of Scripture. They desperately try to undermine our confidence in these great historical truths about a Person who appeared in time. That is why it is extremely important that we should believe the story as it is recorded in the Gospels. 

We must believe these facts. We cannot believe merely in ideas, or hearsay. We must come down at last to factual things, facts, - acts of God in history. And that is where John begins. He tells us very clearly what he himself experienced.  “We touched Him," he says, We felt His warm, human flesh,  We looked into His human eyes,  We felt the beating of His human heart, And yet, as we did, we became aware that we were listening to the heartbeat of God, and in contact with the very LIFE of God Himself.” 

Jesus Christ took that life and laid it down in order that WE might have it. He gave it to us through the Cross and that life is what makes us part of the family of God. That is, and always will be the greatest relationship that we can ever have! We really can have a living, breathing relationship with God the Father, and with Jesus Christ. He can be not only our Saviour, but our friend, and our closest relationship.

Speaking honestly, for many people this is totally unappealing.

Sometimes it is because they don’t know who God is, and an invitation to a “personal relationship with God" is about as attractive to them as telling an 8th-grader they can have a “personal relationship with the assistant principal.” But when we know the greatness, the goodness, and the glory of God, we want to have a relationship with Him. 

Other people turn from this relationship with God because they feel so distant from Him. They want a relationship with God, but feel so disqualified, insecure, inadequate and distant. They need to know what extraordinary lengths God has gone to, to make this kind of relationship possible.

The kind of relationship John describes (fellowship . . . with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ) is only possible because Jesus IS who John says He is in 1st John 1:1-2. If someone invited you to have a “personal relationship” with Napoleon, or Alexander the Great, or Abraham Lincoln - or even Moses or the Apostle Paul - we would think them foolish. One cannot even have a genuine “spiritual” relationship with a dead person. 

But with the eternal God who became Man, we can have an intimate and wonderful personal relationship. We really can have a living, breathing relationship with God the Father, and with Jesus Christ. He can be not only our Saviour, but our friend, and our closest relationship. Speaking honestly, for many people this is totally unappealing. But with the eternal God who became Man, we can have an intimate and wonderful personal relationship because He lives forevermore!

PASSAGE - 1 JOHN 1:2-4:

2.  the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us"  

3.  that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.

4.  And these things we write to you that your joy may be full.”

1st John is a family letter from the Father to His ‘little children’ who are in the world. With the possible exception of the Song of Solomon, it is the most intimate of the inspired writings. The sin of a Christian is treated as a child’s offence against his Father, and is dealt with as a family matter. (1 John 1:9; 2:1).

In the Gospel, John describes us as sheep in God’s fold, - in the epistle as members in His family, - and in the Revelation, as priests in His kingdom. (John.10;1 John. 2; Revelation. 1).

Verse 2 is a parenthetical shout between verses 1 and 3: “the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us”

From before the beginning, the eternal Word of God was made plain, and John finds himself crying loudly in his letter, probably dictating it to someone who is faithfully writing down the words, "This man was Life!"

John is quite clear as to what he has heard and seen and touched, and he draws conclusions about it.

"Let me tell you what it means," he says. "This One was the Word of God Himself. This One was Life made plain. This One was eternal Life from the Father."

Jesus was sent into a world in which death had reigned from the time of Adam. This is the answer to the longing in our hearts for fulfilment and happiness. This is the answer to the slavery that the fear of death causes so that we become addicted and foolish, and we run from life, or embrace what is lifeless. This is the answer to the reign of death.

The terrors of that awful thing called death, are not experienced by the one who puts his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.!!!

When death comes, his attention will NOT be focused on death, nor will he feel its bitterness.  

This is what Paul means in 1 Corinthians. 15:55 when he says, "O death, where is your victory?  O Hades, where is your sting?"    

Can YOU confidently say that, too.? The answer to all of life’s complexities has to come from Christ, the One who was before the beginning, who was the Word of God Himself. He didn't just accidentally stumble onto the planet, but He was the purposeful announcement of God that eternal life can be found in Him. It is life that satisfies completely and brings true inner peace into one’s being. This Life that was manifested was together WITH God, and was spoken into the world.

Frederick Buechner wrote about the phrase "the Word of Life" in 1st John 1:1 and the phrase, "the Word became flesh...." found in John 1:14:

“When God speaks things happen, because the Words of God aren't just as good as His deeds. They ARE His deeds.” 

When God speaks His Word, John says, creation happens. And when God speaks to His creation, what comes out is not ancient Hebrew or the King James Version of the Bible. On the contrary, "the Word became flesh," and that means that when God wanted to say what God is all about and what man is all about and what life is all about, it wasn't a sound that emerged but a Man. 

Jesus Christ is His Name. He is dynamite. He is the Word of God. John says, "I'm an old man now, and I'm the last one who can say this, but I was there. And the One I knew in Galilee and Judea of old was Life itself, sent into the world. He was before the beginning, and He lasts forever. And IN Him the reign of death is over." In addition to being a witness, John is also a preacher. 

That point is raised in verse 2 and again in verse 3:  "... that which we have seen and heard we declare to you." 

And verse 4: "And these things we write to you." which is the same idea. Read the first 4 verses of John’s letter again, and you will notice that the apostle had a personal encounter with Jesus Christ. His was no second hand “religious experience” inherited from somebody else or discovered in a book.!!  No, John knew Jesus Christ on a face-to-face basis. He and the other Apostles had often heard Jesus speak. They watched Him as He lived with them. In fact, they studied Him carefully, and even touched His body. They knew that Jesus was real—not a phantom, not a vision, but God in human corporeal form. It was not the Apostles’ physical nearness to Jesus Christ that made them what they were. 

It was their spiritual nearness. They had committed their lives to Him as their Saviour and their Lord.  Jesus Christ was real and exciting to John and his colleagues because they had trusted Him and believed in Him. By trusting Christ, they had experienced eternal life firsthand.!! Six times in this letter John uses the phrase “born of God.”  This was not an idea John had invented; he had heard Jesus use these words. 

John knew that in order to become a member of God’s personal family, and to live with Him FOREVER, we need to be BORN spiritually. We need to be born spiritually from above!

John 3:3, 7: 

3. “Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.'' 

 7.  "Do not marvel that I said to you, `You must be born again.'

How does one become born again.??

John 3:36:

"He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.''

John 1:12-13:

12.  “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name: 

13.  who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”

We can experience this “real life” only after we have believed the Gospel, put our trust in Christ, and been “born of God.” Eternal life is not something we earn by good works or deserve because of good character.  Eternal life, the life that is real, is a gift from God to those who trust His Son as their Saviour. John wrote his Gospel to tell people how to receive this wonderful life. (John 20:31). He wrote his first epistle to tell people how to be sure they have really been born of God. (1st John 5:9-13).

A college student returned to the campus after going home for a family funeral, and almost at once his grades began to go down. His counsellor thought that the death of his grandmother had affected the boy, and that time would heal the wound, but the grades only became worse. Finally the boy confessed the real problem. While he was home, he happened to look into his grandmother’s old Bible, and there he discovered in the family record that he was an adopted son. “I don’t know who I belong to,” he told his counsellor.  “I don’t know where I came from!” The assurance that we are in God’s family—that we have been “born of God”—is vitally important to ALL of us. 

There are certain characteristics that are true of all God’s children. For example, a person who is born of God tries to live a righteous life.  (1st John 2:29).  A child of God does not habitually practice sin. A believer will occasionally commit sin but he will not make it a continuous habit to sin. Thus, while we may not be sinless, John nevertheless states we should sin less. God’s children also love each other and they love their Heavenly Father. (Cf. 1st John 4:7; 5:1). They have no love for the world system around them, and because of this, 1st John 3:13 tells us that the world hates them.  The world may despise them but their Heavenly Father loves them and is devoted to them. Another characteristic of God’s children is that instead of being overcome by the pressures of this world, and swept off balance, the children of God overcome the world. (1st John 5:4). 

Why is it so important that we know that we have been born of God? 

Paul gives us the answer in Ephesians 2:3 - He says that if you are not a child of God, you are a “child of wrath”. 

This was Paul’s description of the unsaved Jews of his day, many of whom tried to act religious. A “child of wrath” today is a counterfeit Christian who acts “saved” but has not been born again. In John 8:44 Jesus called the Pharisees “children of the devil” because they were imitating the works of Satan. These Pharisees acted very religious, yet they were not saved. Just like many people today who masquerade as Christians, but who are actually counterfeits.

A counterfeit Christian—and they are common—is something like a counterfeit 50-dollar note. Suppose you have a counterfeit note and actually think it is genuine. You use it to pay for a tank of fuel. The service station manager then uses the 50-dollar note to buy supplies. The supplier uses the same note to pay the grocer. The grocer bundles the note up with 9 other 50-dollar notes and takes it to the bank. And the teller says, “I’m sorry, but this 50-dollar note is a counterfeit.” “It will have to be burned.” That 50-dollar note may have done a lot of good while it was in circulation, but when it arrived at the bank it was exposed for what it really was, and put out of circulation.

So, it is with a counterfeit Christian. 

He may do many good things in this life, but when he faces the final judgment he will be rejected. 

Jesus said so. Matthew 7:22-23:

22.  "Many will say to Me in that day, `Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?' 

23.  "And then I will declare to them, `I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!'

Each of us must ask himself honestly, “Am I a true child of God or am I a counterfeit Christian?  Have I truly been born of God?” God has “gone on record” in His Word.  He offers fallen mankind the priceless, free gift of eternal life.  It is theirs, if only they would believe His promise and humbly and thankfully accept this priceless gift.!!

Romans 10:13 tells us that: "whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.''

Now John goes on to say, in Verse 2, that this life was made manifest, made visible. Twice he says it. What does he mean by it?  He means that this eternal life was visible in the relationship of the Father and the Son. Jesus did not come to show us God, He came to show us man related to God. This life was manifested, - that is, made actually, physically REAL. 

John solemnly testifies as an eyewitness (we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you) that this is the case. This is no fairy tale, no “once upon a time.”  This is real, and John is telling us about it as an eyewitness. He knows that Jesus Christ, is the “Logos”, the “Word of life”  the eternal One who revealed Himself to John and many, many others. John is that excited about this fact that he just can’t help repeating in verse 3 what he has already said in verse 1: “that which we have seen and heard we declare to you”

In verse 2 he said of Jesus: “that eternal life which was with the Father…..”

In calling Jesus “eternal life”, not only is John recalling the words of Jesus, he is also repeating the fact expressed in his first words: that Jesus Himself is eternal, and therefore He is GOD.

The eternal existence of Jesus Christ is also declared in Micah 5:2:

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting.” 

The word “everlasting" in Micah 5:2 literally means “beyond the vanishing point.”  In saying that this Being, who is eternal, and is eternal life Himself, is distinct from the Father (was with the Father), John builds the New Testament understanding of the Trinity.  – that one God exists as 3 Persons, equal and one, yet distinct in person. As you look at the life of Jesus you will see this secret relationship, this lost secret of humanity, this new way by which man is intended to live -- a continual dependence upon the life of the Father. 

Look at the earthly life of Jesus and this is exactly what you see.  He keeps saying in places like John 14:10:

“The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works.”

He is continually reminding people that He says only what the Father is saying through Him. That they are not His words, He simply looked to God and trusted God to be working through Him, leading Him to think the thoughts and to say the things that God wanted Him to say. In doing this He expressed exactly the mind of God. It is that life that John is talking about, a new way of living, a new way of reacting to situations in dependence upon God. 

From an eternal perspective, we should renounce confidence in ourselves as far as God's work is concerned, and recognize that God, working through us, can do far more than we could ever do. The obvious benefit of that is that there would be eternal results, IF it is God at work IN you.  "The life was manifest," John says, "and we are going to tell you about it, we are going to proclaim it to you." 

We have discovered two important facts about “the life that is real”. It is revealed in Jesus Christ and it is experienced when we put our trust in Him as our Saviour.  John does not stop here!

In verse 3 he says:  “that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.”

We may think it curious that John first considers fellowship with God’s people. But this is often how people come to experience a relationship with God, isn’t it? They first encounter God through relationships with God’s people. Here John comes to the most beautiful thing about family life, namely; fellowship and companionship. 

This word fellowship is an important one in the vocabulary of a Christian. The idea of fellowship is one of the most important ideas in this letter of John’s. It is the ancient Greek word koinonia, which speaks of a sharing, a communion, a common bond and life. It speaks of a living, breathing, sharing, and loving relationship with another person. Essentially, this word means,  "to have all things in common." When you have something in common with another you can have fellowship with them. 

If you have nothing in common with a person, then true fellowship is very difficult.  We all have things in common. We share human life in common.  Most of us share Australian citizenship in common.   We have many things in common. 

But John is talking about that unique fellowship which is only the possession of those who share life in Jesus Christ together, who have this different kind of life, this new relationship. This makes them one and that is the basis for the appeal of Scripture to live together in tenderness and love toward one another. 

Not because we are inherently wonderful people or remarkable personalities, or that we are naturally gracious, kind, loving, and tender all the time -- for at times, if we are honest about it, we are grouchy, even a little temperamental, and irritating to others.!  But we are still to love one another.  That is his point.  Why? Because we share His life together. 

We have something in common. We share the life of the Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore we can have fellowship with one another. Fellowship is the certain conviction, based on Biblical truths, that we will never be alone. IF we know Christ, we are part of a community of people who all share the SAME life. We are all wanderers in the wilderness who have come and sat next to one another around the same fire. The reason we're together in fellowship is because we're all related to the Father and to His Son Jesus Christ; we have ALL found LIFE in Him. We belong to each other, we have come to the same source of life. 

We are part of a family. And however lonely we may feel, however cut off, however frightened, however much at a loss, it is never true that we are alone.  God's Presence, even when it feels infinitely far away, never changes, never diminishes, and never goes away. Like most people, there have been times when I have felt sorry for myself, complained to others, and in general wished my trials and sufferings were happening to someone else. But there has never really been a time that I felt abandoned. I may have temporarily cut myself off from people and not have been able to emotionally connect with brothers and sisters in Christ. But I've known at some level of my Christian life all along that I belong to the people who belong to Christ. And I know that I belong to the Father and to the Son, and that we do not have to go through this life alone.  We were never meant to.

You see, the purpose of John’s declaration about this eternally existent, physically present, Word of life who is God, yet is a Person distinct from the Father, is to bring his readers into fellowship with both God’s people and God Himself.

John says these words in the 2nd half of verse 3: “and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.” John simply, and boldly, says that we can have fellowship . . . with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 

Let’s just briefly focus on those words,  “and with His Son Jesus Christ.” Now, some people seem a little confused as to who Jesus is, and who Christ is.

Jesus and Christ are one and the same Person, and that Person is the eternal Son of God.!! “Jesus” is the Name given to Him at birth, and therefore speaks of His perfect humanity. “Christ" is the Name that speaks of Him as God’s Anointed One, the Messiah.!! Therefore, in the Name, “Jesus Christ”, we have a witness to His humanity, and to His deity. 

John is declaring that Jesus Christ is very God of very God, and very man of very man.!! To say that one can have this kind of relationship with God Himself would be astounding to many of John’s readers. (and should be astounding to us, too.!!) The Greek mind-set highly prized the idea of fellowship, but fellowship restricted to men among men.

The idea of such an intimate, personal relationship with God was completely revolutionary. Jesus started the same kind of revolution among the Jews when He invited men to address God as Father. 

In Matthew 6:8-9 Jesus said to His disciples:-

8.  "Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him. 

9.  "In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name.”

The word fellowship has in it not only the idea of relationship, but of sharing a common life. Many don’t realise that the more fellowship we have with Jesus Christ, the more we will become like Him. We shall discover, as we go on as Christians, that our vertical relationship with the Father and with Jesus Christ is directly related to our horizontal relationship with man. If the vertical is not right, the horizontal one will be wrong, and, if it is wrong, it is because something is wrong between the Father and us. 

If we want to straighten out the horizontal relationship, that of getting along with our fellow Christians and fellow men, we must be sure that the vertical one is straight. Our fellowship John says is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Here we come to the most remarkable thing about Christian life, and that is communion, or fellowship with Christ. 

It really takes two English words to bring out what this really means. There is, first of all, a partnership, i.e., the sharing of mutual interests, mutual resources, and mutual labour together. God and I, working together, a partnership. All that I have is put at His disposal.  Well, what do I have?    I have ME. I have my mind, my body. True, these are gifts of God, but they are put at my disposal to do with as I please. That is what I have, and now I put them at His disposal. When I do, I discover something most remarkable. Everything that He IS, is put at my disposal. Is that not marvellous? 

The greatness of God, the wisdom, the power, the glory of His might -- ALL is made available to me, when I make myself available to Him.  This is the great secret of fellowship. This means that He makes available to me that which I desperately lack, wisdom and power, and the ability to do so many things. He wants to share His peace and happiness with me. 

There are things I know I want to do, things I would like to do because it is His Will, - it is what He wants. But I can only do them as I make myself available to Him, depending upon Him to come through from His side, making Himself available to me.  Then I discover that I can do what I want to do in conformity to His will.  That is exactly what Paul says in Philippians 4:13: "I can do all things, through Christ who strengthens me," 

But it is not only partnership, there is also friendship. Friendship and partnership together spell fellowship. Have you ever thought of this, that God desires you to be His friend?  What do you do with a friend? You tell them secrets. That is what friends are for. You tell them intimate things, secrets. And God wants to tell US secrets. Jesus said to his disciples in John 15:15: "No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends”

Friends are those people that you can take into your confidence. To the friend we reveal our plans for the future. Confidential information can be shared with a friend. Jesus said this in a context in which He was attempting to impart to them the secret things that He had heard from His Father. Now God will do this, and He wants to do it. This is what that wonderful word, fellowship, means. 

But it will be as you are able to bear these secrets. As you grow along with Him you will discover that your eyes are continually being opened to things you never saw before. God will tell you secrets about yourself, about life, about others around you, about everything, imparting these to you because that is part of fellowship. 

That is what we are called to. This wonderful fellowship is based upon the relationship that we have as Christians with God’s eternal Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, you cannot have the fellowship until you first come to Christ and receive Him. When you have the SON you are related to the FATHER, and when you are related to Him, you can have fellowship with Him anytime that you desire it. As I stated earlier, “fellowship” means “to have in common.” 

But as sinners who have rejected Jesus Christ, fallen mankind has nothing in common with a holy God. But God in His grace sent Christ to have something in common with men.  Christ took on Himself a human body and became a Man.  Then He went to the cross and bore our sins and the sins of the world in His own body on that cruel Roman cross. (1st Peter 2:24). Because He paid the price for our sins, the way is open for God to forgive us and take us into His family. 

When we trust Christ, we become “partakers of the divine nature” (2nd Peter 1:4). The term translated “partakers” in Peter’s epistle is from the same Greek root that is translated “fellowship” in 1st John 1:3. What a thrilling and profound miracle.!!  Jesus Christ took on Himself the nature of man that by faith we may receive the very nature of God Himself.!! To participate in the divine nature is to participate in the divine life given freely in Christ who is divine and eternal God. 

The divine nature is who the true God is.  And to know Him is to know eternal life as John pointed out in John 17:3."And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”

A famous British writer was leaving Liverpool by ship. He noticed that the other passengers were waving to friends on the dock. He rushed down to the dock and stopped a little boy.  “Would you wave to me if I paid you?” he asked the lad, and of course the boy agreed. The writer rushed back on board and leaned over the rail, glad for someone to wave to. And sure enough, there was the boy waving back to him!

A foolish story?   Perhaps - but it reminds us that man hates loneliness. All of us want to be wanted. Fellowship with God helps to solve the basic problem of loneliness, especially for Christians who can have genuine fellowship with God and with one another.  Jesus promised, “lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.'' He has promised never to leave us nor forsake us.

In his letter, John explains the secret of fellowship with God and with other Christians. This is the first purpose John mentions for the writing of his letter—the sharing of his experience of eternal life. As a Christian, I am now a child of God, in spiritual union with Him by His grace that I received through faith. My relationship with God was forever settled when I was born into His family. But, is there anything I can do which will interfere with the harmony of my relationship with God?  Absolutely.!!  Living in harmony with God is based on the same issue as harmony with my earthly father: -

Obedience.!!  I am permanently related to my human father by blood and genes – and nothing can change that.!! Is there anything I could do which would affect the harmony of our relationship as father and son?  Yes, indeed.!!    You betcha.!!

In my case, the harmony of my relationship with my human father was interrupted countless times by my misbehaviour and disobedience. Likewise, when I don't obey God, my Heavenly Father, the harmony of our relationship is disturbed and my fellowship with Him is temporarily suspended. This results in my life usually becoming miserable and unfulfilling.

Because I love my heavenly Father and I want to be in harmony with Him, - and I don’t want to grieve Him, I strive to obey Him in the spiritual power that is freely available to me. But even when we are in disharmony because of our disobedience to His Word, our eternal relationship with Him is never at stake because we are eternally related through the precious blood of Jesus Christ.!!

If for some reason you have difficulty in accepting what God inspired the apostle Paul to say in Romans 8:28-29, then listen to what the Saviour Himself emphatically declares in John 10:27-30:

27.  "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 

28.  "And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 

29.  "My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand. 

30.  "I and My Father are one.''

If you've placed your faith and trust in Christ for the remission of your sins, then you can be assured that you NOW have salvation, and that you are NOW a child of God and no one can ever snatch you away from Him. And what that should do is to humble us before God, and in gratitude make us want to grow in His grace and follow our great Shepherd wherever He leads us, because we LOVE Him.  That's the mark of a true believer. A believer will persevere to the end because God perseveres with us and will enable us to walk with Him faithfully because He is faithful to us. 

Paul put it this way in Philippians 1:6  "being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus." Only the precious shed blood of Christ will satisfy the Father as we place our faith in the Son of God who came to die in our place. 

John makes it abundantly clear in 1st John 5:11-13: 

"11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 

12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

13 I write these things to you who believe in the Name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life." 

There is eternal life in no one else.!!! And remember, - “eternal” means just that.  This life that we have in Christ will last FOREVER.!! So, our harmony and fellowship with our Heavenly Father can be interrupted by our SIN, however, our wonderful FAMILY RELATIONSHIP with Him NEVER changes.!! 

As children of the living God, we ought to focus on our obedience to God so that we may live in harmony and fellowship with our Heavenly Father. and not grieve Him.!

The Tests of This Fellowship. 

How can we really know that He has indeed saved us and that we are daily walking with Him in fellowship?  John proposes a list of test questions to help us in determining BOTH our sonship and our fellowship.

A. 
Do I conduct my life down here in view of the rapture?

1st John 3:3: “And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.”

B. 
Do I continually dwell in sin?

1st John 3:6; 9: 

6.  Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him.”

9 “Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God.”

1st John 5:18: “We know that whoever is born of God does not sin; but he who has been born of God keeps himself, and the wicked one does not touch him.”

These verses, of course, do not teach sinless perfection. The Greek verbs are all in the present tense referring to the constant PRACTICES of sin. Thus, while we may not be sinless, John nevertheless states we should sin less. To “practice" sin is to sin consistently and as a way of life. (maliciously and defiantly as Cain did.) 

It does not refer to committing an occasional sin. It is clear from 1st John 1:8-10 that no Christian is sinless, but God expects a true believer to sin less, NOT to sin habitually. You know, every great personality mentioned in the Bible sinned at one time or another. 

Noah got drunk. Jonah disobeyed God Abraham lied about his wife. Gen. 12:10-20). Moses lost his temper and disobeyed God.  (Num. 20:7-13). Peter denied the Lord three times. (Matt. 26:69-75). Sin was NOT the settled, habitual practice of these men. It was an incident in their lives, totally contrary to their normal habits. And when they sinned, they admitted it and sought God’s forgiveness through confession of that sin to the Father.

This is the distinction in view in 1st John 3:1-10 — a true believer does not live in habitual sin. He may commit sin—an occasional wrong act—but he will not habitually practice sin or make a settled habit of it The big difference is that a true Christian actually knows God and has been adopted into His very own family. A counterfeit Christian may talk about God and get involved in “religious activities," but he does not really know God in a personal, intimate way. 

The person who has been truly “born of God" through faith in Christ knows God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  And because he knows that he knows them, he consciously lives a life of obedience: he does not habitually practice sin.

C.
Do I hate my spiritual brother?

1st John 4:20: “If someone says, "I love God,'' and hates his brother, {fellow believer} he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?”

As spokes get nearer to the centre of the wheel, so they get nearer to one another. Thus, as we get closer to the Lord, the more we will love our fellow believers. Actually, we do not love the Lord a bit more than we love the humblest of His followers.

D.
Do I desire to help my Christian brother? 

1st John 3:17: “But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him?”

E.
Do I really love my brother? 

1st John 4:7; 21: 

7.  “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.”

21.  “And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his {Christian} brother also.”

Here, of course, John is referring to real love!  Biblical love or “agape” love may be defined as “unselfish concern for the welfare of another.” It is a benevolent love. Only a Christian can appropriate this agape love and only when filled and controlled by the Spirit of God. Christian love always desires the benefit of the other person. It is concerned with building up the other person and not focusing solely on us all the time.
F.
Do I really love God?

1st John 5:2: “By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments.”

G.
Do I enjoy a rapport with other servants of God?

1st John 4:6: “We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.”

H.
Am I plagued with constant fear?

1st John 4:18: “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love.”

I.
Am I able to overcome the world?

1st John 5:4: - “For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world our faith.”

Only the person, who is, “born of God” really overcomes the world, because by faith they are able to rise above the perishing things in this world, and to see things in their true, eternal perspective.

J.
Can I recognize false doctrine when it comes my way?

1st John 4:1-3: 

1.  “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 

2.  By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God,

3.  and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world.”

K.
Am I straight on the deity of Christ?

1st John 4:15: “Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.”

1st John 5:1: “Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him.”

L.
Am I straight on the work of Christ? (1st John 5:13, 20). 

1 John 5:13; 20: 13.  “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.”

20.  “And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding, that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life.”

This, then, is the 12-question test given by John. 

IF one fails the test, they should conclude:

1.
I am not saved (or, more likely)

2.
I need to get into the Word of God, pray, and grow in grace by serving Jesus Christ, as I ought to.

As a Christian, you should take and relish every opportunity to have fellowship with your loving and devoted Father in Heaven and with His children on earth.

John the Mender -- the man who was called to follow Christ as a teenager when he was mending his nets. That act became symbolic of the ministry of this man, the one who mends things, who calls us back to fundamental matters. 

John began by presenting to us a life, a life that appeared in history in the form of a Person, a Person who was touched and seen and heard and handled. He was, therefore, no mere figment of the imagination. He was not an invented person, a composite of the longings and desires of men, projected by their wishful thinking upon a being who never really lived.  He is a man who lived, and walked among us, John said. We touched Him, we saw Him, we heard Him, we handled Him. 

The great and exciting message he has to declare to us is that there is a way to share this wonderful life today. There is a way that you can have this Person, and He can have you, and the two of you can live together. When you do, John says, you will experience two wonderful things:  

Firstly, FELLOWSHIP. You will recall that the Biblical word, “fellowship” refers to the experience of having everything in common. It means to have everything in common with the One with Whom you are sharing eternal life, - One who is God Himself, dwelling IN you. This, in turn, will result in true JOY.  

That secret, quiet excitement WITHIN that is not subject to circumstances. The JOY that burns like a steady flame, keeping life interesting, free from boredom, and lending richness and colour to every experience you go through.  These are not just hopeful words, these are real facts. This is what John says he is writing to us about.  All this will occur as we come to know this living Lord. And now in the 4th verse he tells us that fellowship with Jesus Christ leads to a life lived in fullness of joy.

PASSAGE - 1st John 1:4: 

“ 4  And these things we write to you that your joy may be full.”

Fellowship is Christ’s answer to the loneliness of life. Joy is His answer to the emptiness, - the hollowness of life. The result of fellowship is fullness of joy; - and this is joy, an abiding sense of optimism and cheerfulness based on God. 

As opposed to happiness, which is a sense of optimism and cheerfulness based on circumstances. Joy is NOT something that we manufacture for ourselves; - 

JOY is a wonderful by-product of our fellowship with God.  These things we are writing, he says, "that your joy may be full."  Let it be clear, that JOY, like fellowship, is NOT an emotion that washes back and forth as we feel better or worse. 

Joy is not happiness or emotional overflow. Happiness is usually linked to our circumstances in life at any given time. When things are going great, then we are happy. When things take a turn for the worst, then our happiness evaporates. What people really want is a happiness that lasts. People desire a happiness that does not depend exclusively on our circumstances at any given time.

Does such a thing exist? Such a thing DOES exist. But it is NOT called “happiness”. In fact, we find this thing in the pages of the Bible. There we see a better alternative to happiness in what the Bible calls JOY.  JOY, unlike happiness, does not depend upon my situation in life.  Joy is deeper and more abiding than happiness.  JOY is something that God gives His children.  Joy is a mark of someone who has been truly redeemed. – born again spiritually from above.

Listen to how D. L. Moody describes this difference. "Happiness is caused by things that happen around me, and circumstances will mar it… But joy flows right on through trouble; Joy flows on through the dark; Joy flows in the night as well as in the day; Joy flows all through persecution and opposition. It is an unceasing fountain bubbling up in the heart;  A secret spring the world can’t see and doesn’t know anything about.  The Lord gives His people perpetual joy when they walk in obedience to Him."

JOY is something deeper than happiness. It is a settled conviction that underneath it all, as Moses says, are the everlasting arms of God. (Deuteronomy 33:27) It is a settled conviction that in the end God will wipe every tear from our eyes and there will be laughter and embracing. It is the conviction that when all is said and done and all of God's purposes in all of history are accomplished, we are going to sing His praises together.

With regard to this particular verse, I want to use a different term than joy.  In some ways this word is not as descriptive and accurate a term as joy, for joy is compounded of many things. Joy is an excellent word here, but perhaps it will be more helpful for us to understand what John means if we use the word, “excitement”.  "That your excitement may be full”. (complete) 

Joy is a kind of quiet inner excitement, and this is what results when we really experience the fellowship that John is talking about.  When we discover that God is actually using us, it is the most exciting and joy-producing experience possible to men. I have seen it happen many, many times. – and I’m sure you have, too. I have seen young people get so excited over this that they literally jump up and down. 

There are many believers that simply cannot relate what the Lord has done for them without literally bouncing as they discuss it. I have seen men, familiar with the world of commerce who work continually in the great markets of trade, get so excited over the fact that God was using them in some simple way that they literally trembled as they told it.  They are overwrought with excitement, with JOY. 

That is what John is talking about Life, as life was intended to be lived, - filled with JOY. Oh yes, with many pressures and trials, too!  We will never escape these because it is through them that God wants to develop our characters.  It is through the pressures and trials that God wants to bring the best out in us. Do not make the mistake of thinking that the only way to have JOY is to be free from pressures or problems. 

No, despite the pressures, trials and the problems, you can know that wonderful feeling down inside that God is at work, and He is at work in you. You see, as a child of God, you are a vital part of God's programme. God is using you to do His eternal work.  There is nothing more exciting than that! 

David knew the joy that John mentions. In Psalm 16:11, he said,  “In Your presence is fullness of joy”.     

Basically, SIN is the cause of the unhappiness that overwhelms our world today.  Sin promises joy but it always produces sorrow.  Hebrews 11:25 tells us that the passing pleasures of sin are temporary - they are only for a season. 

Satan tries to influence the choices we make in order to adversely effect our destiny and rob from us God's blessings and plans for our lives.  Satan works through the power of sin to impact our minds and tempt us to make life choices that are destructive to us personally and to our families. He is always working to tempt us to choose the short-term pleasures in life, while forgetting about the long-term consequences of our decisions. Satan is always working to suggest the comfortable, convenient approach to life which avoids anything painful or uncomfortable that would make us press into God and grow spiritually.

God’s pleasures last eternally—they are forevermore according to Psalm 16:11. The LIFE that is REAL produces a JOY that is real—NOT some limp substitute.  Jesus wanted so much for us to experience His joy:- John 15:11: “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.”  {fulfilled}

Jesus found His own deep joy in communion with God, His Father. He wanted His disciples to have that joy that comes from dependence upon Him. He wanted His joy to be theirs, just as He wants it to be yours and mine, too. Sadly, man’s idea of “joy” is to be as happy as he can by leaving God OUT of his life! The Lord clearly taught that REAL, lasting joy comes by taking God INTO one’s life as much as possible.

Karl Marx wrote, “The first requisite for the people’s happiness is the abolition of religion.”  But the Apostle John writes, in effect: - “Faith in Jesus Christ gives you a JOY that can never be duplicated by the world. I have experienced this joy myself, and I want to share it with you.” I want you to understand what I have witnessed and the conclusions I have drawn from what I have witnessed.  And I want you to believe what I am telling you so that you may have fellowship with the Father and the Son, and so that your JOY may increase." 

The aim of all this is fullness of joy.  This book is going to stand solid against any effort to take it away. "Nobody is going to be permitted to take it away," says the last living witness, - the old man with arthritic hands, - liver spots on his skin, and hair gone.  He doesn't look much like a Son of Thunder now.  But he is going to fight for the truth. That is what John is writing about. That is worth listening to, is it not? God has put within every person the need for joy; and that need can only be fulfilled by a relationship with Jesus Christ.  Until we come into a personal, living relationship with Jesus Christ, there will always be a vital God-shaped piece missing from our lives.

PASSAGE - 1st John 1:5: 

“ 5  This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.” 

The Greek philosopher Diogenes is sometimes depicted in artwork, where he is shown as an old man carrying a lantern throughout the world, looking for an honest person.  Diogenes spent his whole life searching without success.  We're studying an account by another old man who lived centuries ago, John son of Zebedee, the last surviving apostle of Christ. 

Now, in verses 5-10, instead of carrying a lamp searching for an honest person, John is carrying a megaphone calling on any who will hear to follow him to the place where honesty CAN be discovered.  John is not a searcher but a guide and a witness.  He has found life itself, as he said in the opening verses of the book, and now he wants others to find the life that he has found.

This is a message sent from the King of kings to sinful men.  John isn’t making this up; these are not his own personal opinions or ideas about God. This is God’s message about Himself that John is now revealing to us. What John will tell us about God is what God has told us about Himself. 

John opens his Gospel with the words:  John 1:4-5:  “In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5.  And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.”

We can’t be confident in our own opinions or ideas about God unless they are genuinely founded on what God has said about Himself. Our Lord Himself said in John 8:12: Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.''

There it is again, - a life that is LIGHT.  Again, he said in John 3:19: "And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.”

John tells us that there is something very important that we need to understand clearly about God. As Christians, we must understand that God is LIGHT.  This is the very message Jesus’ life revealed.  But what does it mean? Perhaps it would help us to briefly look at the nature of light.  Just what is light?  Well, if you turn to the dictionary, you will find quite a number of definitions. 

One definition of light is that it is: "An electromagnetic radiation in the wavelength range including infrared, visible, ultraviolet, and X-rays and travelling in a vacuum with a speed of about 186,281 miles per second." 

That, of course, is the definition of light stated scientifically.  But to quote another definition listed under light.  This says that light is "something that makes vision possible."  In other words, light makes it possible for us to SEE. The most characteristic thing about light, the thing we are enjoying at this very moment and probably the first discoverable fact about light, is that light REVEALS.

 I can see you because there is light in this room; and you are able to see me for the same reason.  If there were no light I could hear you but I could not see you.  Darkness conceals, but light reveals. That is the first function of light. It enables us to see things that have been there all the time but which we could never see till the light shines. That is exactly what John means.  God, also, does that.   God reveals REALITY. God, through Christ, opens up the eyes of the heart, and life comes into focus and we see clearly, without distortion.

To "bring something to LIGHT" is to make it known. – to reveal something. This is more of what John is getting at here in this passage of Scripture. God reveals and God exposes. God makes it possible for us to see clearly – things as they really are. The Lord God who is at the centre of the universe, the Creator…

The Redeemer, the awesome, mighty personality from which every other personality has come, is LIGHT, and in Him there is NO darkness at all. By saying that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all, John means that:- God is absolutely HOLY, absolutely RIGHTEOUS, and absolutely PURE. God cannot look with favour on ANY form of SIN. Nothing is hidden from Him.

In fact, Hebrews 4:13 says: “And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.”

Nothing escapes His notice. God is absolutely omniscient. All that will ever happen and God already knows all that can ever be known!  He is constantly aware of all that is going on in the universe.  The same God who takes a personal interest in the tiny sparrow keeps an accurate count of the hairs of the head of each of His children.!!

In verse 5 we see the words “light” and “darkness” contrasted. Now, how do you compare LIGHT with darkness? Again, if you look at the dictionary, you will find this definition:- "devoid or partially devoid of light – not receiving, reflecting, transmitting, or radiating light."  Simply put, darkness is the absence of light. 

In Ephesians 5:8, Christians are reminded that in their former lives as unbelievers, they were called, “darkness” by God. “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light”.

Light and darkness are opposites. In the Scriptures, light refers to truth, purity and holiness. Darkness refers to error, ignorance, sin and evil. Darkness is nothing to be trifled with. Darkness, understood Biblically, is where the hidden things of evil have freedom to thrive. Darkness is the enemy of the light.  Darkness is the strategy of Satan to ensnare the unsuspecting.  It is easy to underestimate the power of darkness. It’s easy to make accommodations for darkness. It’s easy to dabble in and stumble into darkness. 

You see, as the light dims, our eyes slowly adjust to the darkness. We begin to lose our focus on Jesus Christ and on the Word of God.  As Christians, we need to do periodic evaluations of our own lives to make sure that the level of light stays bright. 

Let me ask you, have you taken a good look at your life lately?  Are you intentionally walking in the light? 

John gives us a wake up call. He gives us a challenge to turn on the light and take a good look at ourselves in the clarity of that light. When we were saved, God called us OUT of darkness into His LIGHT. 

1st Peter 2:9:  “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvellous light;”

God calls all born again believers, “sons of light and sons of the day.” 1st Thessalonians 5:5: “You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness.” It is this fact that will exempt ALL believers from the judgement God will pour out on the world that has rejected His Son.

John 3:20 says that everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. When Jesus walked this earth, sinful men were made uncomfortable by His Presence because He revealed their awful condition by His own holiness. You know, the best way to reveal the crookedness of one stick is to place a straight stick beside it. Coming into the world as a Perfect Man, the Lord Jesus revealed the crookedness of ALL other men by comparison.

Light produces life and growth and beauty, - but SIN is darkness; - and darkness and light cannot coexist in the same place. For the Christian, the equation is simple - If we are walking in the light, the darkness has to go.  If we are holding on to sin, then the light goes. There is no middle ground, no vague “grey” area, as far as sin is concerned. So when John declares to us that God is LIGHT; and in Him there is no darkness at all, He is simply saying that God is the epitome of truth, purity and holiness and that IN Him there is NO error, sin and evil.  This is the nature of God. – Perfect and pure in every way. This tells us something of Who God is. 

PASSAGE 1st John 1: 6: 

“If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.” 

In verse 6 the first thing we should note is that John is describing what he calls a “walk”. “If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie…”

John isn't saying here that if we occasionally commit a dark deed, or think a dark thought, we fall into this category of “walking in darkness”.  All of us have sins that we fall into daily that we recognize and confess.  What he is talking about is a pattern, or way of life.  

John speaks of a “walk in darkness”, indicating a constant pattern of living.  It isn’t speaking of an occasional lapse, but of a lifestyle of darkness. John says that IF we claim to have fellowship with Christ and yet our life is characterized by and sold out to the darkness, then we are LIARS.  That is really the point that John is raising when he speaks of our walk.

What is the problem here?  This is a very common condition.  Here is a Christian, John says, who has established a relationship with God, he has come into the family of God by faith in Christ.  Perhaps that relationship has actually been established for many years.  The man has been a Christian for a long time and he says that he has fellowship with God.  That means that he is experiencing the full flow of the life in the Spirit, - He is “filled” (controlled) by God the Holy Spirit.

This believer claims that the life of Jesus Christ is his experience as well as potential. Ah, but, John says, there is NO sign of light in his life.  This man lies, John says. He does not live in a way that supports his claim.  He does not live according to the truth. His life is harsh, and loveless; - critical and demanding of others. Or, perhaps it is intemperate, frivolous and flippant, lived solely on the surface; - shallow and superficial.  Or, perhaps it is marked by gossip and a sharp-tongue, or resentful and filled with bitterness. 

Well, what is wrong?  Nothing is wrong with the relationship. It is no good talking to this person about becoming a Christian, he already IS a Christian!  He knows what it means to know Jesus Christ. 

Well, what is wrong? John analyses it.  The problem is, he says, that this man is walking in darkness. His lifestyle, - his pattern of life is inconsistent with the Word of God. Do we not greatly misunderstand this phrase, “walking in darkness?” 

Most of us mentally read this as though it refers to having fallen into sin. Having what was once called "a backslidden condition," - having turned aside into wilfulness, or wickedness.  It is the opposite, of course, of walking in the LIGHT. The opposite of that would be walking in darkness, that is, NOT behaving the way we ought.  

But IF we view this phrase that way we are confusing cause with results.  The fact is, we SIN because we are walking in darkness! Walking in darkness is not an equivalent term to sinning.  It isn’t an equivalent term to committing a sin. We are sinning because we walk in darkness.  That is the problem.  Well, then, what is this darkness?  We must answer that first on the physical level. 

How would you go about getting this room dark? It is now filled with light.  Would you somehow have to scoop out the light and shovel in the darkness?  Of course not, we need only to turn off the light.  Darkness is simply the absence of light. Wherever there is NO light there is darkness, because darkness is the absence of light.  That is precisely what John means here. 

To walk in darkness means to walk as though there were NO God, for God is LIGHT.  It is to be a practical atheist. Not an actual one, of course.  We believe there is a God, we know He exists, but we live our lives as though there were NONE.  We ignore Him and do not expose ourselves to Him.  We distance ourselves from Him and from His Word. That is walking in darkness.  This is what John is describing here.  It is possible to be a Christian and yet walk in darkness by turning God OFF. 

The moment that you turn off the light the darkness comes flooding in, instantly.  As I suggested, this is not a rare condition at all.  John starts with this problem because it is one of the most widespread and commonplace of problems. It is evident on every side.  Sadly, some believers DO turn their backs on Jesus Christ.

You can miss the benefits and joy of God's Presence in your heart and life by ignoring the light.  This is the case John brings before us.  How does one do this?  Let’s be very practical about this. I have observed that sometimes these Biblical terms are so familiar to us they fall on our ears without much meaning.  We really do not know what they describe, and, therefore, it is sometimes very helpful to put them in other ways. 

How, then, do people actually do this? How do people turn off the light and walk in darkness?  Well, I believe that there are some very obvious ways in which it is done.  Firstly, some people stop coming to church.  That is one way.  The Word of God, if it is proclaimed from a pulpit like this, is a channel of God's light. 

The Word itself of course, is light.  It penetrates and searches, it seeks out our inner life and exposes it to our view. If we stop coming to church we can escape the light that way.  We are no longer made uncomfortable by the preaching of the Word of God. We discover that, IF we stay away, we do not experience the pricking of our conscience, which the light awakens and disturbs. 

The writer of Hebrews warns us that there would be a tendency to do this as we draw near the close of the age. Hebrews 10:25:  “not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.”

Without question, we find strength, comfort, peace, nourishment and joy in collective service and worship. However, those who have fallen victim to the attractions of this world system without God, - or, perhaps those who are not dealing very well with their trials and sufferings, - these people will avoid church attendance. 

The delusions and attractions of this dying world are such that it tends to make some want to stay away from the LIGHT. It is more comfortable to sit around in the old slippers of the flesh and enjoy the creature comforts and safety of one’s home.  They can ensure that while at home they won’t be exposed to the light. That is one way to turn off the light. 

Another way is to stop reading the Scriptures.  Sadly, there are many who do this.  An amazing number of Christians have simply turned off the light by ceasing to read the Word of God.  They seldom open their dust-covered Bibles. They only hear a verse now and then, and are content with the little that they might absorb in church. Underneath all the excuses that are given for this -- no time, not feeling well, lots of pressures, headaches, etc., -- there is really a desire to escape the light. 

The Word is light, but many want to walk in darkness.  As Mark Twain put it:  "It isn't the parts of Scripture that I don't understand that bother me, it's the parts I do."  

Now there are other, more subtle ways, to walk in darkness.  One is never to take a long look at oneself.  Never examine yourself.  Never apply any of the Word of God to your life. Nod your head at the right places when the sermon is being expounded, but never apply it or ask questions of yourself about what is being said. This is an almost certain way of walking in the darkness, and one of the commonest evasions of our day. 

PASSAGE 1st John 1:7  

“But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”

I would suggest to you that perhaps the greatest cause of weakness among evangelical Christians is this, - we seldom stop to examine ourselves. We never ask ourselves searching questions as to where we are in the Christian life. 

The Apostle Paul says in 2nd Corinthians 13:5:  "Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Prove yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you…”

He urges this kind of activity upon us.  He says, in effect, don't go on taking it for granted that because you are hearing the truth you are obeying it. Ask yourself,  "Where am I?" 

John says in 1st John 4:1:  “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”

Examine what you are listening to and how you are thinking, and lay it alongside the Scriptures.  Put to yourself life's most basic question: - "Where am I?"  Do it periodically and frequently:  What kind of Christian am I?  Am I better than I was six months ago? Am I easier to live with? Am I a more gracious, compassionate, understanding kind of person than I was a year ago? 

That is walking in the light, and to avoid the light is to walk in darkness.  One of the most serious problems among Christians is that we never admit that anything might be going wrong, or that we have problems, or times when our faith is severely tested.  We never tell anyone about these things.  We isolate ourselves. We don’t want to appear vulnerable, or imperfect to anyone. We want to present a false and therefore phoney facade to people.

Therefore we walk in darkness. Remember that darkness is the absence of light.  To “walk in the light” is to have everything open and exposed to God, OR, to anyone else that may have a genuine caring and loving interest in you. But to walk in darkness is to just TALK about love and joy and power, but in reality, LIVE A LIE. If a person walks in darkness, they are NOT in fellowship with God. It is from fellowship, the sharing of the life of Christ, that there comes strength, comfort and true joy. To ignore light is to choose weakness. 

Now, what is the answer?  John says, "walk in the light," that is the answer.  In other words, not behaving perfectly, but frequently examining ourselves Being willing to look at ourselves… Being willing to listen seriously to what others say about us and ask ourselves how much truth is there in it, and not immediately grow defensive. If we take down our fences and our facades and open up to others… 

If we frankly tell them what WE are going through and encourage them to open up to us… If we freely admit our faults, - this is walking in the light.  As James puts it,  "confess your faults, and pray one for another."   James 5:16 If we share these shortcomings and ask for prayer about them, well, then what? 

John says, "you have fellowship one with another," - you and Christ.  You immediately have fellowship, and that is the important thing, is it not?  You immediately discover that when you are willing to look, to listen, and to examine, - that the light is shining on you.  If you walk in the light it does not matter what your actual situation is, - immediately you will have fellowship with the Son of God.  You hold everything in common with Him. 

What that can mean in terms of power, love, joy, glory and excitement in your life, you need only to listen to the testimony of those who are experiencing it to know.  But not only that, John says, our fellowship is also with one another. Fellowship with other humans will surely follow.  In other words, you will become approachable, sympathetic and uncritical.  You lose your blaming, demanding, critical spirit. You give up your judgementalism, your inner bitterness, resentments and loneliness. You become human, and oh, so much easier to live with!  But that is not all.  There is more, and it goes much deeper. 

Look at the last part of verse 7: “…and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”

Why does John put that in there?  Is it not extraneous?  Isn’t that introducing some other idea into this? We have been talking about fellowship and now suddenly John talks about cleansing.  Well, of course, it is not out of place. Nothing in God's Word is out of place.

This belongs right here because the inevitable accompaniment of evading light is GUILT. Guilt is sin!  You cannot walk in darkness without being guilty and feeling guilty. Guilt is the underlying cause of Christian depression. It is the thing that creates that sombre, wet blanket approach that so many Christians seem to demonstrate.  

You see, to walk in the light means to hide nothing, to defend yourself neither from the light of God nor in any way try to appear something that you are not. It means to come instantly, without defensiveness to the light and deal with it before God. If you see something wrong, SAY SO. You are not going to lose face.  You are not going to lose status.  You discover that the amazing thing is that your friends STILL love you. 

In fact, they love you MORE when you begin to admit there are things wrong. You are identifying with them. You are admitting that you, too, are human and therefore, fallible. You will discover that you are far more approachable, - far more human.  Your family begins to be comfortable around you instead of being nervous and uncomfortable. 

And there comes the sweet relief of the cleansing grace of God that always accompanies walking in the light. It is almost automatic.  If we walk in the light, the blood of Jesus Christ is continuously cleansing us from ALL sin. It is in the present tense there, it is done instantly, continuously, - all the time.  Walking in the light deals with sin by confessing it, repenting of it, and that always brings forgiveness. 

And there appears to be an added benefit here.  We are told that we are cleansed from ALL sin. Even the unknown sins are cleansed when we walk in the light.  John makes this particular point clearer in the following verse 9. By walking in the light, exposing ourselves to the constant Presence of the Holy Spirit, we are kept clean by the power of the blood of Jesus.  This meets the most basic of all needs. 

By walking in the light we stay clean and right with God. So how are you doing?  Are you walking in the light?  Are you intentionally avoiding darkness? Take a good look at where you really are and what you are really doing.  Ask God to shed His light on your situation.  Listen for Him to speak to you through His Spirit and through His Word and then commit yourself right now to DO what He says. 

The challenge for each of us is to get out of the shadows and stay in the LIGHT. When we do this, we will experience the peace of Christ and joy inexpressible. Couldn’t we all do with that?

PASSAGE 1ST John 1:8

“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us"

We are now experiencing the unique ministry of John the Mender, the apostle whose particular function it was to call men back to fundamentals.  This was foreseen, in figure, in the act John was performing when Christ called him as a teenager, for he was found mending his nets. 

The ministry of a mender is very much needed in any hour of weakness and attack. This is why the Holy Spirit chose the Apostle John to be the last writer of Scripture.  His writings came at a time when the Church had begun to be infiltrated by various false concepts and ideas, and strong persecution had arisen. 

John lived in the reign of Domitian, the Roman emperor whose cruelties exceeded ALL those before him, including even the infamous Nero.  At the time that John was inspired by the Holy Spirit to write this letter, the Church was under great attack. It was open to the violence of a direct and frontal attack on it by the Roman Empire. And it was also under attack from the subtle and much more dangerous attacks of various false teaching that had arisen.  

Now you will recognize that we live in the same kind of environment today. There is so much false teaching leading thousands astray here in Australia, too. Today, much of the Christian church is under direct and frontal attack in many parts of the world. Hundreds of our brothers and sisters in Christ are being brutally murdered and tortured every day. Here in Australia we are free from that, and we ought to give thanks every day for the freedom that we still enjoy in this country.

But here we are exposed to a very powerful barrage of attack by many devious and dangerous errors that exist today. The Christian faith is threatened with a very subtle undermining that removes all vestiges of vital Christianity, leaving us dull, dead, and useless. So this letter of John's has tremendous significance for us. 

John is writing to Christians and pointing out that their great need is intimate, personal fellowship with Jesus Christ. John is saying that we really do hold all things in common with Him. John in effect is saying the same thing that James was saying in James 1:22: -“But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.”

John is urging us not to just talk about it, but to put it into daily practice and receive fullness of joy directly from God Himself. It is so easy to SAY we have fellowship but what is needed is to really have fellowship. What is needed is to actually enter into the experience of having all our resources in common with Him, and all His resources in common with us. In other words, 

it is to turn from reliance upon secular propaganda, brainwashing TV programmes, and false promises of power - to discover again the real power of genuine Christianity. We have looked enough at this letter of John's to know that fellowship is not an automatic thing. Simply because you are a Christian does not mean that you have fellowship with Christ.  That needs to be made clear, for there are many who feel that it is almost automatic, and they take it for granted. 

How can sinful man have anything in common with a Holy God?  By one means and one means only – the bloodstained cross of Jesus Christ. Because of the substitutionary death of the God-man, Jesus Christ, we have the incredible privilege to call the God of the Universe "Father"!!

One of the most remarkable things about Christianity is this fellowship with the living God. We don't read of fellowship with God even in the Old Testament.!!  The difference is not a lowering of God's standard, but an elevation of the believer: we are hoisted up to heaven on the cross of Christ.!!  The cross provides access to the Father: This gives us a new birth so that we are indeed the children of God.  There is a key to fellowship, and the key, as John is reminding us, is to walk in the light.   (1st John 1:7) 

“But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,” {I.e., with Jesus Christ and with one another as well.} Walking in the light, as we have already seen, means to see and treat things exactly as the light reveals them to be. It is clear that IF our Christian life is to amount to more than mere “talk”; we must also “walk,” or live, what we believe. IF we are in fellowship with God (if we are “walking in the light”), our lives will back up what our lips are saying. BUT IF we are living in sin (“walking in darkness”), then our lives will contradict what our lips are saying, making us hypocrites. 

Did you know that one of the first symptoms of walking in darkness is a loss of blessing from the Bible?  You cannot read the Word profitably while you are walking in the dark. But a dishonest person loses something else: he loses his fellowship with God and with God’s people (1 John 1:6-7).  As a result, prayer becomes an empty form to him. Worship is dull routine. He becomes critical of other Christians and starts staying away from church. He ceases to read the Bible and continues to walk in darkness. He has become a casualty to the attraction and pull of this world system– this society without God.

2nd Corinthians 6:14: -“Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness?”

This verse does NOT mean that a Christian can have NO contact with unbelievers. A Christian should maintain contact with the unsaved in an effort to win them to Christ. But he should never engage in their sinful pleasures, or in any of their activities in such a way as to lead them to think that he is NO different than they.!! As the children of God, we are IN the world physically but not OF the world spiritually. (John 17:11-16). We are sent INTO the world to win others to Christ. (John 17:18). The world wants to influence the Christian and start to defile him. 

First, as James 4:4 tells us, there is “friendship of the world" which can lead to a love for the world. (1st John 2:15-17). If we are not careful, we will become conformed to this world and the result is being condemned with the world. (1st Corinthians 11:32). 

This does not suggest that we lose our salvation, but that we lose ALL that we have lived for.  Lot is an illustration of this principle. First, he pitched his tent toward Sodom, - and then later, he actually moved into Sodom. He became one of the leaders in that degenerate, Godless society. Before long, Sodom moved into him and he lost his testimony even with his own family. When judgment fell on Sodom, Lot lost everything that he had treasured there. He lost every material possession that he had clung on to, though he himself was saved. Moving into this society that ignored God cost Lot his wife, too. It was Abraham, the separated believer, the friend of God, who had a greater ministry to the people than did Lot, the friend of the world. 

Young people, it is not necessary for the Christian to get involved with the world to have a ministry to the world. Jesus was “unspotted” and yet He was the friend of publicans and sinners. (1st Peter 1:19), The best way to minister to the needs of the world is to be pure from the defilement of the world.

The sign in the clothing store window read: - “Slightly soiled goods—greatly reduced in price.” How many Christians have those words written on their lives? Christians are called, “children of light” and it is impossible for them to have a full, meaningful relationship with those who are “walking in darkness”. 

A backslidden husband, for example, who is walking in spiritual darkness, out of fellowship with God, can never enjoy full fellowship with his Christian wife, who is walking in the light.  In a superficial way, the couple can have companionship; but true spiritual fellowship is impossible. 

This inability to share spiritual experiences causes many personal problems in homes and between members of local churches. One problem with dishonesty is that just keeping a record of our lies and pretences is a full-time job.!! Abraham Lincoln used to say that IF a man is going to be a liar, he had better have a good memory.!! 

When a person uses up all his energy in pretending, he has nothing left for living; and life becomes shallow and tasteless. A person who pretends not only robs himself of reality, but he keeps himself from growing: - his true self is smothered under the false self. 

The New Testament calls the Christian life a “walk.” This walk begins with a step of faith when we trust Christ as our Saviour. Salvation, however, is not the end—it’s only the beginning of spiritual life. “Walking” involves progress, and Christians are supposed to advance in the spiritual life.  Just as a child must learn to walk and must overcome many difficulties in doing so, a Christian must learn to “walk in the light.” The light reveals things for what they are, and to “walk in the light” is to call things what the light reveals them to be. 

Now, the Apostle John simply applies this to life.  John says God is light and to walk with Him in the light of His Word is to see life as it really is.  It is to adjust ourselves to what we see. It is to treat things realistically.  That is walking in the light. Openness, honesty, and obedience, these are the characteristics of walking in the light. This is the key to fellowship, and fellowship is the key to the enjoyment and glory of vital Christianity.  So it is exceedingly important that we understand what this means.  The apostle now points out that there are various ways by which, traditionally and continuously, we avoid walking in the light. 

We have already looked at one or two. The tendency to avoid light is to refuse to look at what it reveals. For example, - never to honestly examine ourselves, avoid going to church, cease reading the Word of God. This is the unexamined life, and even Plato says that an unexamined life is a life NOT worth living. The need for Christians these days is to examine themselves in view of what they see in the light. But now we shall look at another thing, which will keep us from walking in the light, and thus miss out on fellowship. 

It is given in Verses 8 and 9 of Chapter 1: -

8.  “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

9.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

It is necessary that we note first the difference between the words, SIN and SINS.  In Verse 8 it is in the singular number, "If we say we have no SIN”. In Verse 9 it is plural, "If we confess our SINS." Now this marks a very important distinction, the distinction between the root which is SIN, singular, - and the fruit, which are SINS, - plural.  

Well, what is the difference – what is the distinction between these 2 words, “SIN” and “SINS”? As you are aware, Augustine was one of the greatest of the early church fathers. He taught that because of the unity of the human race in Adam, man’s SIN is imputed to his posterity.  Thus, corrupted nature begets corrupted nature.  This view is the only position, which is amply supported by the Scriptures.

Romans 5:12: -“Therefore, just as through one man {Adam} sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned”

“because ALL sinned” means “because all have sinned IN Adam’s sin.” 

Men die because they are united racially to Adam, “For as IN Adam all die, even so IN Christ all shall be made alive.”    (1st Corinthians 15:22). You cannot help being “in Adam,” for this came by your first birth over which you had NO control. But you can help staying “IN Adam,” for you can experience a second birth—a new birth from above—that will put you “IN Christ.”
Romans 5:18-19: -

18.  Therefore, as through one man's offence {Adam} judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man's righteous act {Christ} the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life. 

19.  For as by one man's disobedience {Adam} many were made sinners, so also by one Man's obedience {Christ} many will be made righteous.”

1st Corinthians 15:22: - “For as IN Adam all die, even so IN Christ all shall be made alive.”

Adam was the federal head or representative of all those who are in the OLD creation. Jesus Christ is presented as the Federal Head of all those who are in the NEW creation. A federal head acts on behalf of all those who are under him. For example, when our Prime Minister signs a bill into law, he is acting for all the citizens of Australia. Whether we like it or not, we are bound by that law.!! Adam was given dominion over the OLD creation, - he sinned, and he lost his kingdom. 

Because of Adam’s sin, ALL mankind is born under condemnation and death. 2nd Corinthians 5:17 tells us that Christ came as the King over a new creation. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.” IN Jesus Christ we have gained much more than we ever lost in Adam! Christ not only undid and restored all the damage that Adam’s sin caused, but He accomplished “much more" by making us through redemption, the very sons of God. 

Sceptics sometimes ask, “Was it fair for God to condemn the whole world just because of one man’s disobedience?” The answer, of course, is that it was not only fair; but it was also WISE and gracious. To begin with, IF God had tested or judged each human being individually, the result would have been the SAME.  Disobedience.!! – sin – separation from a Holy God.

You see, man is condemned on 3 grounds: -

Adam’s original sin is imputed to him at birth. He has a sinful nature genetically passed on originally from Adam and eventually down through his own father. And because he has a sin nature he is a sinner by the practice of personal SINS. By condemning the human race through one man (Adam), God was then able to save the human race through one Man.!! (Jesus Christ)!  You see, each of us is racially united to Adam, so that his deed affects us ALL.  

However, the same cannot be said of the fallen angels. The fallen angels cannot be saved because they are not a race.  They sinned individually and were judged individually. There can be NO representative to take their judgment for them and save them. But because you and I were lost in Adam, our racial head, we can be saved in Christ, the Head of the NEW creation. God’s plan was both gracious and wise.

At this point it should be said that in the New Testament the Apostle Paul often distinguishes between “SIN" and “SINS.” According to Paul, “SIN” is the root of my problem and a reference to my corrupted nature, which I received from Adam. You see, the fallen sin nature of man is genetically transmitted through the MALE chromosomes. 

However, “SINS” are the fruit of my problem and a reference to those actions resulting from my corrupted nature. It is vital to understand this distinction, for God will not deal with us favourably concerning our SINS until we allow Him to treat our sin nature. 

I SIN (in other words, I commit individual transgressions) because I AM a sinner, I am a human being who has genetically inherited a corrupt, fallen nature. And therefore I do NOT become a sinner because I SIN.!!  Thus, modernism is content to treat the boils on the skin of mankind (SINS) but the real disease is in the bloodstream. (the sin nature). 

Paul summarizes all this in a single verse, which should be literally translated: - Romans 3:23: -“For all have sinned  {past tense, in Adam, because he was the federal head of the human race} and are {present time, in daily experience} falling short of God’s glory”. From all this we therefore conclude that Adam’s individual transgression resulted in a sin nature for him;

With us however, it is the other way around—our sin nature results in individual transgressions. (SINS) In short, “SINS” refers to wrong things that we have done. “SIN” refers to our evil, corrupt, fallen natures, - that is, - to what we ARE. What we ARE is a lot worse than anything that we have ever done. Jesus died for our evil, corrupt nature as well as for our evil deeds. 

In other words, Jesus died for what we ARE just as much as for what we have done. God graciously forgives our SINS, the Bible never speaks of His forgiving our SIN. (corrupt sin nature) Instead, according to Romans 8:3, He condemns or judges SIN in the flesh. Our sin nature is never said to be forgiven; it is condemned. It is the SINS that we have committed that are forgiven. 

“Why do you keep preaching to us Christians about sins?” an angry church member said to her pastor.  “After all, sins in the life of a Christian are different from sins in the life of an unsaved person.!!”  “Yes,” replied the pastor,  “it IS different. It’s much worse.!!” There are many kinds of SINS, but all from one root, SIN.  This is now what John is zeroing in on.  He says IF we say we have no SIN, that is, no capacity to commit sins, if we deny the very possibility of our having a corrupt sin nature, then we deceive ourselves. 

Obviously, this is a worse case than the previous case that John mentioned in verse 6: - “If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.”

In other words, we are trying to deceive others and to some degree we often succeed.  We want our Christian friends to think we are “spiritual,” so we lie about our lives and try to make a favourable impression on them.  We want them to think that we are walking in the light, though in reality we are walking in the darkness. Once one begins to lie to others, he will sooner or later lie to himself and our passage in verse 8 deals with this.  The problem that we see now is not deceiving others, but deceiving ourselves.  We lie to ourselves.!!

It is possible for a believer to live in sin yet convince himself that everything is fine in his fellowship with the Lord. Perhaps the classic example of this is King David    (2 Samuel 11-12).  First, David lusted after Bathsheba.  Then he actually committed adultery.  Instead of openly admitting what he had done, he tried to cover his sin.  He tried to deceive Bathsheba’s husband, made him drunk, and had him killed.  He lied to himself and tried to carry on his royal duties in the usual way.  When his court chaplain, the Prophet Nathan, confronted him with a similar hypothetical situation, David quickly condemned the other man, though he felt no condemnation at all for himself. 

Is it any wonder that God warns us in Proverbs 28:13 that: -“He who covers his sins will not prosper, but whoever confesses and forsakes them will have mercy.” David tried to cover his sins and it cost him his health his joy, his family, and almost his kingdom. (Psalm 32:3-4; Psalm 51)

If we want to enjoy the life that is real, we must never cover our sins. Once we begin to lie to others, it may not be long before we actually believe our own lies.!! And IF we say we have no ability to sin at all, we are only deceiving ourselves. Others are quite aware that we are lying to and deceiving ourselves.  They are not fooled, it is WE who are. 

That is always so tragic and pathetic. These people actually believe that they can no longer sin, - that there is no longer any possibility of evil in them. Sin is transgression of the Law, or, literally, “lawlessness.” (1st John 3:4) Sin is refusal to submit to the Law of God. Lawlessness, or independence of the Law, is the very essence of sin. 

IF a believer decides to live an independent life from God, how can he possibly walk in fellowship with God? Amos 3:3 tells us : -“Can two walk together except they be agreed?”

The fact that Christians SIN bothers some people, especially NEW Christians. They forget that their receiving the new nature does NOT eliminate the OLD nature they were born with. The OLD nature (which has its origin in our physical birth) fights against the NEW nature that we receive when we are born again. (Gal. 5:16-26). 

No amount of self-discipline, no set of man-made rules and regulations, can control this OLD nature.  Only the Holy Spirit of God can enable us to “put to death” the OLD nature and produce the Spirit’s fruit in us through the NEW nature.   (Galatians 5:22-23) Verse 8 tells us: -“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”

I am always reminded of the words of D. L. Moody when someone came up to him and told him that he had reached the place where he no longer sinned.  Mr. Moody, in his practical way, said,  "Well, I'd like to ask your wife about that."

Are there people so deluded that they have come to the place where they really think they cannot sin?  Unfortunately, we must say "Yes,"  it often happens in our day, and for several reasons. But whenever it happens, the one who makes this claim loses immediately that glorious "fellowship" which makes Christianity so vital and unforgettable. He loses his power, his influence, his vitality, and his effectiveness as a Christian.  His life becomes lacklustre, orthodox, dull, and deadening. You know, generally speaking, people do not like to think or talk about SIN. 

In fact, SIN is not a very popular word these days. It never has been, and it never will be. Many churches don’t like to preach it. 

Several years ago the noted psychiatrist, Dr. Karl Menninger, wrote a book about how we fail to deal with sin, entitled 'Whatever Became Of Sin?' What has become of sin is that people like to ignore it.  No, they don’t neglect it, they just simply don’t admit it. It has been said that "to err is human, and to cover it up is too."  And to cover it up is to deny that SIN is even a problem. SIN, in the eyes of some, is an outmoded, obsolete concept.  

It is not fashionable to talk about SIN these days. After all, we live in an age that claims there is no absolute right and wrong.  Our society today thinks that all truth is relative.  As a result, we are a society that has lost its moral compass.  We are a society that is spinning helplessly out of control. It should be obvious to any thinking person, just from media reports alone, that we are struggling with human depravity on a global scale. 

Television specials are aired with commentators asking questions like: - "What would make a teenager take a gun to school and shoot his teachers and classmates?"  We explore countless answers to this question, - except the one we don’t like to mention – SIN. Human depravity.!!  The evil that lurks in the human heart, which is the corrupt, fallen nature that we discussed earlier. We don’t like to admit to that. 

Thomas Carlyle once said: - "The deadliest sin is the consciousness of NO sin."

Why is it that we don’t want to be honest about sin?  One reason could be that we are SO committed to DOING it. We human beings generally like to sin.!  In fact, sin is even encouraged in our society. This is, in fact, a satanic strategy. 

Satan has sold the half-truth that sin is fun and brings us fulfilment. I say it is a half-truth because SIN can sometimes be classified as fun, but it does NOT bring fulfilment. Have we bought the lie? Rather than deal with sin, we choose to DENY sin. It is the choice of self-deception because otherwise we would have to face the fact that there are some very real consequences to sin. In fact, there are eternal consequences, and we don’t like to think about that. 

Let me ask you a question.  Answer to yourself alone, but…What do you do with sin in your life? John, in our text, tells us that there are really only two options available to us. We can either deny it or deal with it. Well, what if we deny it: -

1st John 1:8: -“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”

1st John 1:10: -“If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.”

Denial is a popular choice.  Arguments from biology will sometimes say, in effect: - "I have no sin because I believe that no such category exists. We're all just animals, after all, and I'm a product of my chemicals, my genes, and my environment. I just do what I'm programmed to do.

We're all of us Darwinian survivalists, and everyone is just making choices that will improve their standing. There is no such thing as right and wrong, because we're not moral agents. Animals don't sin, they are not responsible for their actions." You know, there is an “insanity” in sin that seems to paralyse the image of God within us, and liberate the wild “animal” inside. 

We like to deny the existence of sin, or the impact of sin, or the degree of sin, or the consequences of sin. We don’t like to admit that we are capable of doing something totally rotten, - totally immoral. We especially do not like to admit that we do bad things because it is our nature to do them. We would rather claim to be without sin. This is the claim of the person that doesn’t believe he has a sinful nature. Animals and reptiles act according to their instinctive natures, too.

I’m reminded of the story of an American Indian youth and a rattlesnake. According to an American Indian legend, many years ago, Indian youths would go away in solitude to prepare for manhood. There was one such youth that hiked into a beautiful valley, green with trees, and bright with flowers. There he fasted.  On the 3rd day he noticed a tall, rugged peak, capped with snow. He said to himself, "I will test myself against that mountain."  He put on his buffalo-hide shirt, threw his blanket over his shoulders and set off to climb the peak.  When he reached the top he stood on the rim of the world. He could see forever, and his heart swelled with pride. 

Then he heard a rustle at his feet, and looking down, he saw a rattlesnake. The snake spoke to him and said, "Its too cold for me up here and I am freezing.  There is no food and I am starving.  Put me under your shirt and take me down into the valley."  The youth said, "No, I know your kind. You are a rattlesnake. If I pick you up, you will bite, and your bite will kill me."  "No," said the snake. "I will treat you differently.  If you do this for me, you will be special and I will not harm you." The youth resisted for awhile but the snake was very persuasive. 

At last the youth tucked him in his shirt and carried it down into the valley. There he laid it gently down on the grass, when suddenly the snake coiled, rattled,  and leapt, biting him viciously several times on the leg.  The youth cried, "But you promised."  The snake replied, "You knew what I was when you picked me up," and then slithered away from the mortally wounded youth. 

While we do not like to admit it, it is within our nature to sin. And because of our sinful nature, we then commit sins. Not one of us likes to think that we are really affected. So, we deny our sinful natures, and deny even the sins themselves. By that I mean that we deny that sins are really sins. We call them “mistakes”. 

Abortion is a woman’s right to choose. Adultery is an “affair”.  A lie is bending the truth a little. Sexual perversion is sexual orientation. Prejudices are “convictions”.  Others are lazy, we are just “busy”. Others have pride, but in our case, we have “self-respect”. These things may be character flaws, but they are certainly not sins, are they???

The most common way we attempt to define sin out of existence is by claiming that we are not sinners but “sufferers” or, better still, “victims”.  "My dysfunctional upbringing and my abusive relationships and the abandonment I suffered at a tender age have conspired together to ruin me, and it's NOT my fault. It's everybody else's fault and I'm a victim of their sin. I don't own responsibility for the choices I make." The irony is that this is all so obvious and we don’t even see it.!! 

The result of denying sin in our lives is self-deception and falsehood. This is what our text tells us – we deceive ourselves and the truth is not IN us. You see, when we deny sin we reject Jesus. Jesus came to save us from our sins. He is the great physician. 

IF you never admit that there is something wrong with you, you will never go to the One Who has the cure. IF you are not sick, why do you need a physician? IF you have NO sin, why do you need a Saviour? 

You don’t need forgiveness if you’ve never done anything wrong. The problem is, when we deny the sickness, we DIE from it. When we deny our sin, we will eventually be held accountable for it.!!

SIN certainly does exist.!!  You would have to be “blind Freddie” not to realise this. We tend to want to blame the devil for every one of man’s woes and problems. However, the Bible makes graphically clear that man’s very own corrupt fallen sin nature is responsible for the majority of the problems that we face in life today. (Galatians 5:19-21)

There is nothing more sad and pathetic than the person who denies the reality of SIN

PASSAGE - 1st John 1:9: -

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

In this present series in the First Letter of John we are concerned with the great and pressing question of maintaining an intimate and, therefore, powerful and fruitful fellowship with the Son of God.  It is this fellowship which makes Christian life vital, compelling, effective, and worth the living. We have seen before that there are two ties we may have with Christ: - There is the matter of relationship that is established by the response of our faith to the invitation of His Word. 

You come to know Jesus Christ by coming to Him in faith.  Jesus, Himself puts it on that basis: -Matthew 11:28: -"Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”

John 7:37-38: - 

37 "If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. 

38.  "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.''

These establish relationship. It makes you one with Christ forever and opens the possibility of gaining all that He is in your experience.  Fellowship however, as John is making clear in this first letter, is the actual experience of His power and wisdom, - - His love and life at work IN you. By this mechanism, we come into a day-by-day experience of Christ working, living, and manifesting Himself through you. There is nothing more exciting than that.!! 

This experience of fellowship is continually yours if you live honestly before God and call the actions of your life what God calls them - shunning all pretence and deceit.  In other words, walking in the light is the SECRET of fellowship. 

Fellowship is the secret of power, and walking in the light is the secret of fellowship. Now it sounds easy to do, does it not?  Just to be open, to be honest, to not kid ourselves. To stop pretending to be something we are not. Then all that God is, is available to us and we can live as God intended man to live in the fullness of fellowship, having all things in common with Him. There is not one of us who would not readily subscribe to the necessity of being honest, however, when it comes to translating it into practical living it is sometimes difficult to achieve.  

The reason it is difficult is threefold.  John goes right on to point out three very common conditions or practices which we employ to shut off the light of God that is shining upon us, in Christ. These practices cut us off from the fellowship of the Son of God and from fellowship with each other as well. For, as we are learning through this first letter of John’s, as Christians we must all live in a vertical and horizontal relationship. If the all-important vertical relationship with God is wrong, the horizontal relationship with others will also be wrong.  

So frequently we get concerned about this horizontal relationship with other people and try to correct them on that level, but they are never correctable there - they can be changed only when the vertical relationship is right. That is why John stresses this matter of fellowship so much. There are only three kinds of conditions that can cut off fellowship. John has listed them for us here. Every failure in fellowship is explained right here in this first chapter of John's letter. If we are having difficulty experiencing all that is promised to us in the Scriptures, we shall find the reason for it here in these three practices. 

We have already looked at two of them: 

First, there is the man who ignores light, i.e., the one who never stops to look at what the light reveals. The light of God, expressed in God's Word, is always shining on us. Far too frequently though, we never stop to look at what it reveals, and we never examine ourselves. We have already seen this. We avoid the channels of light, such as the Word of God. 

We never read it because it causes us to see ourselves as we really are. We avoid fellowship with other Christians, or at least contact with them too closely, for such contact can be a channel of light. Many avoid coming to church, since that, too, is a channel of light. They simply do not like having the light shine on them and reveal them as God sees them. We do not like having the light turned on and we try to walk through life never stopping to look at ourselves. That is an exceedingly dangerous position and one that always produces weakness, failure and unhappiness. 

Second, we saw also that there is a group of people who persistently deny the NEED for light. These people believe that the possibility of sin, or the potential to sin has been removed from them. In other words, they believe that somehow their Adamic sin nature has been removed from them. They believe that they have advanced so far in the Christian experience that they can no longer sin, therefore they do not need light. 

This is, as you will recognize, an extreme form of self-righteousness, which John immediately labels as self-delusion. Such people are kidding themselves.!!  We do NOT reach the place of perfect sinlessness in this life, and if we think we have, then we are simply walking in darkness, and therefore, walking in weakness.

In 1st John verse 8, we read: - “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”

The alternative therefore to denying sin is to deal with it.  This is the remedy. Walk in the light.  It is to face reality. In our last message we talked about how walking in the light is the KEY to fellowship with God. It is also the key to a perpetual cleansing from SIN. Walking in the light, does NOT hide our sin, it EXPOSES it. Once exposed, we can then deal with it honestly. 

John tells us that God’s desire is that we try to avoid sin altogether. He tells us that the reason he has written these things is so that we will NOT sin.  John wants us to walk in the light and to avoid the darkness. He knows the impact of sin on our lives. He knows the consequences of sin. John wants us to avoid it altogether, if possible. 

He also knows that we will never be perfect while we remain trapped in these mortal bodies. He knows that we all have our Adamic sin nature, and he knows that even if we aspire to perfection we will never attain it. So he reminds us in 1st John 2:1 that if anybody does sin, we have One who speaks to the Father in our defence – Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.

Here is the secret of dealing with our sins. God has made a way out. Through Jesus Christ, our great High Priest, our sins can be dealt with. He is the One who speaks to the Father in our defence.  He can defend us because He has done something to take care of our sins. We are told that He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins. In other words, through His sacrifice on the Cross, He paid the penalty for our sins. When Jesus was hung on the Cross, He took our sins upon Himself there. In fact, He bore the sins of the whole world. All sin was charged to His account. His death paid the penalty for every sin. It is on that basis that all sins can be forgiven when people come to Christ. 

It is on that basis that He can become our Advocate. He can plead our case on the basis of His work on the Cross. He has fully dealt with our sin and the sin of the whole world. This is what makes it possible for a person to be saved and forgiven. Because of Christ’s death, God has made a way for us to deal with our sin. It is not to deny it, or redefine it, or hide it, but it is to FACE it. It is to confess it.!! 

1st John 1:9: -“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

To Whom do we confess our sins?  Directly to the Father – never to a man such as a priest.

Why is confession necessary?  Confession is necessary to ensure that our prayers will be heard and answered by God. Confession is necessary to have harmony and fellowship with our Heavenly Father and with fellow believers. To experience God’s joy and peace amid the turmoil of life. Confession is necessary if we are to be used by the Holy Spirit to glorify Christ and to receive rewards in Heaven.

What happens if we do not confess our sins to our Heavenly Father? In that case, the Christian will experience the following: -Divine discipline and no fellowship with our Heavenly Father. Our unconfessed sins impede the Holy Spirit’s work of transforming our lives to the image of Jesus Christ. This all results in a very unhappy, unfulfilling and miserable life.

It has been said that confession is good for the soul. In fact, many people feel the need to make deathbed confessions in order to clear their consciences. Joe sat at his dying wife’s bedside. Her voice was little more than a whisper. "Joe, darling," she breathed, "I’ve got a confession to make before I go. I’m the one who took the $20,000 from your safe and spent it on clubbing and wild living. And it was I who forced your mistress to leave the city. And I am the one who reported your income tax evasion to the government." Joe answered, "That’s alright, don’t give it a second thought, I’m the one who poisoned you." Well, maybe you shouldn’t wait until your deathbed to start making confessions. 

In fact, God calls us to deal with our sins now by confessing them. Jesus represents believers before God’s throne, and the merits of His sacrifice make possible the forgiveness of the believer’s sin. Because Christ died for His people, He satisfied the justice of God that declared that “The wages of sin is death.” Because He lives for us at God’s right hand, He can apply His sacrifice to our needs day by day. All He asks is that when we have failed, we confess our sins. John is speaking here not of the confession which leads to salvation, but of the ongoing, repeated confession of the Christian.  He is not addressing justification, but sanctification. 

What does it mean to “confess”? To confess sins means much more than simply to “admit” them. The word confess actually means  “to say the same thing [about].” What God wants us to do is to look at the sin before us and call it what He calls it. To confess sin, then, means to say the same thing about it that God says about it. Now the word confess, as you know, does not mean to ask for forgiveness, and you will see why in a moment. Christ's work for us upon the cross has already done ALL that is necessary to forgive us. Confession must be personal and brutally open and honest. Confession must also be specific and not vague. Such as, “God forgive me because I think I may have sinned”

There is a popular song that you sometimes hear in Christian circles, 

“If I have wounded any soul today, 

If I have caused one foot to go astray, 

If I have lived in my own selfish way,

Dear Lord, forgive.” 

That is not a confession at all. It doesn’t even come close.!! All the "ifs" take it out of the realm of confession. Do not say "if," - - say, "Lord, I have caused some foot to go astray, I have lived in my own selfish way." That is confession, - that is agreeing with God.

A counsellor was trying to help a man who had come forward during an evangelistic meeting. “I’m a Christian,” the man said, “but there’s sin in my life, and I need help.” 

The counsellor showed him 1 John 1:9 and suggested that the man quietly confess his sins to God. “O Father,” the man began, “if WE have done anything wrong” “Just a minute!”  the counsellor interrupted. “Don’t drag ME into your sin.!!  My brother, it’s not “IF” or “we” – It’s YOU who had better get down to business with God!”

The counsellor was right. Confession is not praying a lovely prayer, or making pious excuses, or trying to impress God and other Christians. True confession is naming sin—calling it by the name that God calls it:- Envy,  hatred,  lust,  deceit,  gossiping, drunkenness, homosexuality, or whatever it may be. Confession simply means being honest with ourselves and with God, and if others are involved, being honest with them too. It is more than just admitting sin. It means judging sin and facing it squarely and openly. When we confess our sin, we have to be willing to say and believe the same thing about our sin that God says about it. 

Jesus’ story about the self-righteous, religious Pharisee and the sinner who prayed before God illustrated this. The Pharisee bragged about how righteous he was, while the sinner just said “God be merciful to me a {the} sinner”.  

Luke 18:10-14: -

10.  "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 

 11.  "The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, `God, I thank You that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. 

 12.  `I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.'

 13.  "And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, `God be merciful to me a {the} sinner!' 

 14.  "I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be abased, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.''

Although this legalistic Pharisee went through ALL the motions of prayer, he was NOT speaking to God. He was grandstanding to the crowd around him. He was boasting of his own moral and religious attainments. Instead of comparing himself with God’s perfect standard and seeing how sinful he really was, he compared himself with others and prided himself on being better. Note the frequent repetitions of the personal pronoun “I” in verses 11 and 12.This clearly reveals the true state of his heart as being self-sufficient, self-reliant and conceited. 

But what a striking contrast we see in the tax collector.!! Standing before Almighty God, he sensed his own utter unworthiness. He was humbled to the dust.!! The Word of God says that he “would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, `God be merciful to me a {the - literal} sinner!' He didn’t think of himself as one sinner among many, but as, “the” sinner who was completely unworthy of anything from God. The one who confessed his sin was the one who agreed with God about how bad he was. 

The Lord Jesus reminded His hearers that it is this spirit of humiliation and repentance that is acceptable to God. Contrary to what human appearances might indicate, it was the tax collector who went down to his house justified and restored to God’s favour.
God exalts the humble, but He humbles those who exalt themselves. The word, “Confess” in verse 9 is a verb in the present tense. The meaning is that we should keep on frequently confessing our sins - instead of referring to a "once-and-for-all" confession of sins at our conversion. When we confess our sins, God promises to forgive us, cleanse us and to bury those sins forever in His Sea of forgetfulness. 

But this promise is NOT a “magic rabbit’s foot” that makes it easy for us to disobey God whenever we like.!! “I went out and sinned,” a student told his campus chaplain, “because I knew I could come back and simply ask God to forgive me.” “On what basis can God forgive you?” the chaplain asked, pointing to 1st John 1:9. “God is faithful and just,” the young man replied. “Those two words should have kept you out of sin,” the chaplain said.  “Do you know what it cost God to forgive your sins?” 

The young man hung his head and said, “Jesus had to die for me.” Then the chaplain zeroed in. “That’s right—forgiveness isn’t some cheap sideshow trick God performs. God is faithful to His promise, and God is just, because Christ died for your sins and paid the penalty that you could never have paid.!!  

Now, the next time you plan to sin, remember that you are deliberately going to sin against a faithful, loving God who went to extraordinary lengths and cost to save you.!!” 

The promise of 1st John 1:9 shouldn’t lead us into sin, saying "Hey, it doesn’t matter if I do it, God will forgive me"; It should lead us out of sin, knowing that God could only be faithful and just to forgive us our sins because the wrath WE deserved was poured out on the sin.  

And Who bore the penalty of our sins? Our beloved Saviour, did on a cruel Roman cross. Each sin carries with it it’s own measure of wrath, so there is a sense in which each sin we commit added to the agony of Jesus on the cross. 

That SHOULD be a fairly sobering thought to most. One of the questions most often asked those of us who hold the free grace position is: - "As a Christian, can I live as I please?" The answer is, "You have the freedom to try.!!" In Galatians 5:1, we read these words: -

“Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.” In this verse, we have a very good illustration of the difference between “law” and “grace”. 

The “law” would say, “If you earn your freedom, you will become free”. But “grace” says: “You have been made free at the tremendous cost of the death of Christ.” 

That’s why the apostle Paul said in Galatians 5:1 that in gratitude to Him, you should, “Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free,” What does “stand fast” mean? It means to stand firm on the principles of GRACE. Law commands, but does not enable. Grace PROVIDES what law demands, then enables men to live a life consistent with his position in Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit - and REWARDS him for doing it.

As C.H. Mackintosh says: -“The LAW demands strength from one who has none, and curses him if he cannot display it. The GOSPEL gives strength to one who has none, and blesses him in the exhibition of it” “Run, John, and live” the law commands, But gives me neither legs nor hands; Far better news the Gospel brings, It bids me fly and gives me wings”. 

To understand this freedom that we have in Jesus Christ is to have a deep understanding of and appreciation for the grace of God. As a child of the living God, we are free forever from the guilt and penalty of sin. (Romans. 8:1). But God is not through with His transforming work in our lives, and as long as we are on this earth He has a purpose for us. 

Philippians 1:6:- “being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ;”

What is the Christian life?  The Christian life is developing a close, intimate, personal, private fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  God in His grace motivates us to develop this fellowship, NOT with laws and penalties, but by love and trust. 

Romans 8:14-17: -

14.  “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 

15.  For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father.'' 

16.  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 

17.  and if children, then heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.”

The One who lives within us, loves us, trusts us and releases us to love Him in return. Responding to this kind of love and trust with obedience and service should become as natural to us as breathing. We please Him by obedience because we choose to, NOT because we have to.

It is much like the difference between a dog raised in the country and one raised in the city. The country dog, which has never been penned up, doesn't know what it is like to be restricted, but he doesn't run off. The city dog, on the other hand, which has been penned in all of his life, one day finds his gate opened, and off he goes to explore the world. He may return or he may not. 

IF the country dog, raised free, were penned up for a short while and then released, he might run off temporarily. But before the sun went down, there he would be, sitting on the front porch, NOT because he was forced to, but because he chose to, for this is his home. 

The believer in Jesus Christ is God's forever child. Fellowship with the Lord means simply to become at home with Him. Do you feel at home with the Lord, today? The accusation, "If you preach grace alone, then it will lead to loose and careless living," is used by those who do NOT understand grace living. This is not at all what grace teaches us. Our godly lifestyle is not to be lived because the LAW demands it, but because GRACE teaches it. 

Titus 2:11-12: -"For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age" 

Galatians 5:1b: -"And be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage" 

The yoke of bondage is legalism. Legalism is the opposite of living the Christian life in the liberty that we receive in Jesus Christ.  Having launched out into developing this personal relationship and fellowship with Christ, we are not to slip back into religious rituals made up of man-made rules, regulations, orders, ordinances, codes or commands in order to please God. 

Paul abhorred ONE sin more than any other in the believer's life - the sin of legalism. In his day Christians were falling back under the spiritually bankrupt religious influence of Judaism, the religious tradition of that day. Judaism consisted of meetings in elaborate buildings draped in beautiful cloth with furniture trimmed in gold. It consisted of religious ceremonies with ornate costumes and, eloquent reading of the Old Testament law. It consisted of religious commentary on the law (preaching). singing, impressive public prayers, breathtaking sacrificial ceremonies with the smell of the burning altar, and religious festivals such as:- Passover,  Unleavened Bread,  First fruits,    Pentecost,    Trumpets, Atonement, and Tabernacles. Those who were coming to faith in Jesus Christ were raised in this kind of religious climate. 

Although the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ marked an END to all of these rituals, the flesh of the new believers wanted to get back into this religious climate.  But Paul taught them to go on with Christ. Legalism today is the attempt to live the Christian life based on a system of man-made rules and regulations.  

The motivation for keeping these rules becomes self-righteousness, or glorifying self through religious ritualism. This life-style becomes so ingrained in him and so much a part of him that he cannot even realize that he is living contrary to the Word of God. Legalism becomes a subtle substitute for a pure, simple relationship with the all-knowing all-powerful, unchangeable Lord. 

Legalism represents a system of salvation by good works done in the energy of the flesh. It declares a gospel of human effort apart from divine grace. It is law supplanting grace. It is Moses supplanting Christ; for to add to Christ is to take from Christ.  This, beloved, is why Paul feared legalism so.

In 1st Corinthians 6:12 we read that everything is good and lawful for us because we are free from the bondage of sin and no longer under the condemnation of the law. However, consider for a moment how we can wrongly take GOOD things BEYOND the boundary of God's WILL: -

For example: - physical rest can become laziness; ability to profit becomes  greed; enjoyment of life becomes intemperance; physical pleasure becomes sensuality; interest in the possessions of others becomes covetousness; enjoyment of food becomes gluttony; self-care becomes selfishness; self-respect becomes conceit; communication becomes gossip; cautiousness becomes unbelief; righteous anger becomes rage and bad temper; loving-kindness becomes over- protection; assessment can become criticism or judgement; same-sex friendship becomes homosexuality; sexual freedom becomes immorality; conscientiousness becomes perfectionism; generosity becomes wastefulness; self-protection becomes dishonesty; carefulness becomes fear;
As Christians, we must always be careful never to abuse the freedom that we have in Christ by taking it beyond the boundary of God’s will. 

In conclusion, let us just summarise and reconsider our verse, 1st John 1:9 briefly again. As we have already seen, in order for us to walk day by day in fellowship with God and with our fellow believers, we must confess our sins to our Heavenly Father.

These would include sins of commission, Sins of omission, Sins of thought, Sins of speech, Sins of action, Secret sins, Public sins.

We must drag them out into the open before God, call them by their names, take sides with God against them, and forsake them.!! Yes, TRUE confession also involves the forsaking of sins.!!  Proverbs 28:13: -“He who covers his sins will not prosper, but whoever confesses AND forsakes them will have mercy.”

When we do that, we can claim the promise that God is faithful and just to forgive. He is faithful in the sense that He has promised to forgive and will abide by that promise. Aren't we fortunate indeed that God is Faithful - - Even when we are not.? He is just to forgive because He has found a righteous basis for forgiveness in the substitutionary work of Jesus Christ on the Cross. And not only does He guarantee to forgive, but also, to cleanse us from ALL unrighteousness.!! 

These are the sins of which we are NOT aware. These type of sins could also be called, “unknown sins”. It is important to remember that the forgiveness that John speaks about here is PARENTAL, - NOT JUDICIAL. JUDICIAL forgiveness means forgiveness from the PENALTY of sins, which the sinner receives when he first believes on the Lord Jesus Christ. It is called judicial because God acting as JUDGE grants it. What about the sins that a believer commits AFTER conversion.?? As far as the PENALTY is concerned, the Lord Jesus on the Cross has already paid the price, or penalty. 

Insofar as FELLOWSHIP in the family of God is concerned, the sinning saint needs PARENTAL forgiveness, - that is, the forgiveness of His Heavenly Father. He obtains this by confessing his sin. We need judicial forgiveness only ONCE. That takes care of the PENALTY of ALL of our sins; - past, present and future. We then need parental forgiveness throughout our Christian lives while in these mortal bodies. 

I believe that the Westminster Shorter Catechism is quite correct when it says: -"What is the chief end of man?  To glorify God and enjoy Him forever."  Until we come to grips with seeing God as Father we not only can't enjoy Him; we also will not understand what it truly means to confess our sins to Him. God is NOT just a place where we dump our sins.!!  God is a Person; - He is our Father.!!! Why is this so important? Precisely because how you view confession indicates how you view God. Is He merely the Chief Justice who dispenses grace whenever we "name our sins," OR, is He really our Father? 

I read an account of a gentleman who has a friend who loves golf. In fact, this man’s friend has a whole room dedicated to the sport. Now suppose his son one day mucks around in his father's special room. The boy starts swinging a club recklessly around the room. This results in him accidentally slicing into the Shark's autographed picture and breaking a few prized trophies. 

Later, he flippantly confesses his wrong doing to his father and the conversation goes something like this: - "Dad, I sliced off Greg Norman’s neck and smashed a few of your prized trophies. Sorry about that.!", then nonchalantly walks out of the room to go play around somewhere else. Is that true confession? I don't think so. Why not? Because he's not at all concerned about neither his relationship, nor his fellowship with his father. He is not concerned that his foolish, reckless actions have grieved and hurt His father. 

He's just taking his dad’s love and sacrificial provisions for granted.  However, if he comes to his father and says:  "Dad, there's something I need to confess. Today, I was mucking around in your study and I did a terrible thing. I wrecked your picture of Greg Norman and smashed a couple of trophies. I know how important they were to you. It was foolish and thoughtless of me to be messing around in your study. I am truly sorry." That would be true confession.

That confession is sincere and acceptable. However, in neither scenario would the young man think that his father would NOT forgive him. though only in the second case does he sincerely confess and mean it.!! IF we confess our sins, without even trying to enter into an understanding of the depths of our sin, we deceive ourselves. This is one of the problems I have with formulaic Christianity, or "connect the dot theology."  We tend to push God away by all the formulas we create. 

Every Christian knows how to "1 John 1:9" it.!! You go get drunk knowing that afterwards you can just "1 John 1:9" it. You head off to some nightclubs and knowingly get involved with the wrong crowd doing the wrong things. You feel that’s OK because you can just 1 John 1:9 it afterwards. You pick up a Playboy magazine or watch an “X”-rated video for the "intellectual stimulus" it provides. Well, you can just "1 John 1:9 it" and get back on track………Right.??  

Beloved, that's NOT true spirituality. And that's NOT true confession.!! The very fact that "1st John 1:9" has become a part of our religious idiom indicates that we too often view this text mechanically--and therefore our fellowship with God mechanically, too. Quite frankly, we have come to use this text in such a way that trivializes SIN and builds callousness toward God as our Father. 

First and foremost, then, confession of sins is an admission of guilt-----an admission that we affirm both in word and heart. Confession of sin involves recognition of our own inadequacy and our need. Fundamentally, confession is being honest and “up front” with God about who we are. Be more and more convinced that the basics of what God expects of us can be laid out very simply. 

The Christian life is NOT difficult to understand; it's just impossible to accomplish--that is, apart from the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. The bottom line is that God wants us to be totally honest with Him about what WE ARE and who HE IS. We must both admit our condition and accept God's grace provision. We must live in constant dependence on Him. 

The Christian life cannot be lived without faith. Nor can it be lived if we deny our sinfulness. We have bought into a great myth about holiness. We think that the longer we are Christians, the holier we become--and the holier we feel. But, that just isn’t the case.!! Spiritual growth does not mean that we feel holy. In fact, it is just the opposite.!! It means that we honestly and humbly recognise our capacity to sin because ALL of us have a sin nature. 

It means that we at last believe what Jesus said that without Him we can do nothing that has eternal significance. It means that we understand that to experience the joy of unhindered fellowship with the Son of God, there must be no unconfessed sins in our lives. It means that as we step more and more into God's light, the cobwebs and dirt and grime in the dark corners of our soul get exposed. Just when we thought we had our house in order, 

God shines his floodlight on a neglected spot. It's a spot that's been there for so long, we thought it was part of the floor pattern.!!, God says it's dirt, and we come to agree with Him and acknowledge it as such. You can't argue with a floodlight.!!  WE can't remove that spot, only the Holy Spirit can do that and when we admit to God that that's dirt and we can't clean it up, but YOU CAN FATHER, then we're being honest with God! Our Heavenly Father expects our confession to involve total honesty, acknowledgement and humility. 

That's one reason I don't personally care for the expression, "Rebound and keep moving." Because to many Christians that simply means: - Make a pit stop at the Calvary filling station and dump all your trash there then, quickly fills up the tank with Premium unleaded Holy Spirit fuel, paying at the pump with the Son of God's Visa card. Then, get out of there as fast as you can at high speed back into the world, to knowingly live a lifestyle indistinguishable from those perishing without Jesus Christ. 

If this is what "rebound and keep moving" is all about, I want nothing to do with it. We are to embrace God's forgiveness—yes.!! and we are also to embrace God as our Father.!! He is not simply the means to an end, or, a temporary pit stop along the way. He IS the end, He is the goal.!!  When should we confess our sin? Immediately when we discover it.!! 

PASSAGE - 1st John 1:10 - 2:1-2: -

10.  “If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.

1.  “My little children, these things I write to you, that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 

2.  And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.” 

Contrary to what some may believe, the cleansing of verse 9 is not based upon God's mercy, or his kindness, or his love, least of all his caprice; it is based on the work of Jesus Christ. On that basis God is faithful and just to forgive, and he would be utterly unjust if he refused to forgive a penitent sinner. That is how certain we can be of the cleansing that comes when we openly and honestly agree with God about our sins and shortcomings. 

Do you remember how our Lord Himself dramatized this for us in the solemnity of that Last Supper, before He went to the cross? Gathered with His disciples in the Upper Room, He took a basin and a towel and girded Himself and set about to wash the feet of the disciples. In Eastern lands, the use of open sandals made it necessary to wash one’s feet frequently. Especially when one remembers that they didn’t have modern-day sewerage systems. It was common courtesy for a host to arrange to have a slave wash the feet of his guests. 

Knowing that His time to return to the Father was at hand, the Divine Host became the slave and performed this lowly service. Jesus at the feet of Judas, the traitor – what a picture.!! The Son of God washing the dirty feet of men! What a lesson in humility for us! 

What was the meaning that Jesus was trying to convey? Do you recall, as He came to Peter, Peter shook his head and said: - John 13:8a: -  "You shall never wash my feet!'' This word “ never” that Peter used literally means, “not for eternity”.

Jesus then said these significant words: -John 13:8b: -"If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.''

As Christians walk through this world, they contract a certain amount of defilement. – It is inevitable.!! Listening to uncouth talk, looking at unholy things, brainwashing through secular TV programmes, and working and mixing with ungodly people inevitably soil the believer. He needs to be constantly cleansed! This cleansing takes place by the water of the Word of God. 

As we read and study the Bible, as we hear it preached, and as we discuss it with one another, we find that it cleanses us from the evil influences about us. It renews our minds and overwrites the rubbish and then re-programmes them with the Word of God.!! 

On the other hand, the more that we neglect the Bible, the more these wicked influences can remain in our minds and lives without causing us any great concern. When Jesus said to Peter, “ "If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.'', He did not mean that Peter could not be saved unless He washed him… But rather that fellowship with the Lord can be maintained only by the continual cleansing action of the Scriptures in his life. 

Jesus was saying that apart from His washing there could be NO fellowship with Him. Peter did not understand all He meant until years later, but WE can see that what our Lord meant was: -  "Peter, here is the KEY to fellowship with Me. You can be related to Me by sharing My life, but you do not have any fellowship with Me unless you let Me wash your feet."  Peter, in his impetuosity, always plunging himself to the full in everything said in John 13:9: -"Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!''

Now Peter had shifted to the other extreme. A minute ago, he was saying, “never – not for eternity”. Now he is saying in effect, “wash me all over”! Again the Lord has to correct him: -John 13:10: -"He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you.'' 

On the way back from the public bath, a person’s feet would get dirty again.  He didn’t need another bath, but did need to have his feet washed. Now there is a big difference between the “bath” and the “foot basin”. The “bath” speaks of the cleansing received at the time of one’s salvation. It speaks of the time that we came to the Cross by faith to receive Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour. This cleansing from the PENALTY of sin through the blood of Christ takes place only ONCE. 

However, the “foot basin” speaks of cleansing from the frequent pollution of personal sins AFTER salvation and must take place continually through confession to the Father in accordance with 1st John 1:9. There is ONE bath, but MANY foot washings.!! That first cleansing of redemption, - that coming to Christ which washes away the guilt of the past, - the Adamic guilt, - that is the “bath”. Jesus said the person who is so bathed does not need to wash all over again, but he DOES need to wash his FEET.  This is what John is talking about in 1st John 1:9 -- this repeated washing of the FEET.

Whenever we are aware of having fallen into personal sins, then let us stop right there and in our hearts before God agree with God about it honestly and openly. We will then experience anew this wonderful cleansing, - this faithful and righteous cleansing of our lives – this wonderful fellowship with the Triune God. That is keeping the FEET clean. 

Do you know what happens when you do NOT keep your feet clean?  You become somewhat unpleasant to live with. Now, I do not mind living with someone who thinks their feet get dirty and who therefore frequently washes them, but it is terribly distressing to live with someone who thinks their feet never get dirty. That is what John is saying. 

If we say we cannot get dirty feet, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But IF we face up to it, and confess it, and agree with God about it, (and that is sometimes hard to do because we want so desperately to get HIM to agree with us)

Well then, the cleansing that the Lord Jesus has fully and abundantly provided for on the cross is immediately OURS and our fellowship with the Son of God is re-established. Now, we continue on to the case of the man who rationalizes the SIN that the light reveals. 

It is described for us in Chapter 1, Verse 10 and, ignoring the chapter break, the first 2 verses of Chapter 2: - 

10.  “If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.

1.  My little children, these things I write to you, that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 

2.  And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.” Verse 10 portrays the person who rationalizes sin. 

I have NO hesitation in saying that this is the commonest failure in Christian experience -- to rationalize SIN. In the first case we referred to in verse 6, the person does not like what the light reveals so he keeps himself too busy with other things to ever see it. 

In the second case in verse 8, the person says there is NO need for light because I cannot sin, therefore I’ll just go on living the Christian life as I see it, since there is an automatic something in me that keeps me from falling into SIN. But in this third case in our verse 10, the person is saying, "Of course, I can sin as a Christian, - I know this. I do need light. But when I stop to look at my life, and examine myself, what I see is NOT sin. Weakness and failure perhaps, but NOT SIN. I may have to admit that I have been a little weak at times, but I have NOT sinned."  Now, that is what John means: -“If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.”

 Essentially this is an evasion of fact, an evasion of reality. It is the exercise of that terrible power of the human mind that we call rationalization. This unique ability to clothe wrong so that it looks right, and EVIL so that it looks good. Who of us has not experienced this? We are all experts at it. We know how to invent reasons to DO what WE want to do… And we know how to invent equally valid-sounding reasons to AVOID what we want to avoid, - and all the time make it sound as though there is really NOTHING we can do about it. 

We skilfully create perfectly understandable circumstances that keep us from doing things that we know God wants us to do. That is rationalization. It is the tendency we have, even in non-religious things, to tone down or modify the meaning of a word. We do that with the word, SIN. Many people really do not know what the word “sin” means, but all of us have an uncomfortable feeling about it. We know that it suggests something BAD and we do not like to use it about ourselves.  So we have invented a lot of very fancy names for it. What the Scripture would call SIN, we call human frailty, or bad tendencies, or simply weakness, or a hereditary fault, or environmental “kick-back”. We come up with a variety of names. The fancier the name, the more we like it, because it SOUNDS so much better than that simple, ugly, 3-letter word, SIN. 

Thus, ONE way of saying, "I have not sinned" is to rename it, and call it by a much more pleasant-sounding name. It’s tantamount to purchasing a large bottle of cyanide together with a dozen empty, coloured bottles each having different shapes and proportions. Then, you fill each empty, coloured bottle with the deadly cyanide and label each of these bottles with sweet sounding names, such as: - cough elixir, throat gargle, energy booster, anti-histamines, etc. It does NOT change the character of the poison, and despite how you doctor up the name, it is still deadly and it still destroys. 

Another evil twist of our fallen natures is revealed in the fact that what others do, we call “sin”, but when WE do the same thing, we have a different name for it: - Others have prejudices; WE have convictions. Others are conceited; but WE have self-respect. When another man is lazy, we say so; but when WE do not want to do something, WE say we are too busy. When someone else goes ahead and acts on his own, we say he is presumptuous; - when WE do the same thing, we have initiative. When someone else gets angry and explodes, we say he has lost his temper; but when WE do that, we are merely showing righteous indignation. And as long as we can find a nicer label we will never treat the thing like the poison it is. 

Now, we laugh at these things, but these are the reasons why many are weak and struggling as Christians. As long as we laugh at these things, we will never do anything about them. Some may say, "Oh well, everyone does it. It is so common, even many Christians at church do it." As long as we take that attitude we shall always be experiencing many failures and crises in our lives. And we will never treat these things as the poison that they are, as long as we permit ourselves to paste on a label that says something different, and call it perfume. Also, we will never understand why we still go around living miserable and unhappy lives and acting as though some poison were sapping the spiritual strength from our lives. 

Another way we do this is to excuse our sins, because of the pressure of circumstances we are experiencing: - We say it is nerves that cause us to speak impatiently to one another. We say it is tiredness, fatigue that makes us utter sharp words at home. We blame the pressure of work for losing our peace and making us worried, troubled, and stressed out. We say it is our difficult neighbours that make us resentful and bitter. If it were not for them we could be sweet, lovely, kind and considerate. What we are saying is that the problem is not SIN, it is circumstances – it is other people. We do NOT need the cleansing of the precious, shed blood of Jesus Christ. 

Obviously, if we sinned we would need that, but what we are saying is, we do NOT need this. What we need is our tensions to be unravelled by our psychiatrist. We are saying "I know I shouldn't have said that, or done this thing, but it's not really my fault. I can't help it. It's because of the circumstances and therefore it's NOT really SIN. SIN is something deliberate, SIN is wilful, but you see, I can't help myself and so I have not sinned." 

Now put that alongside what John has said. "If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us." 

Again I say, there is nothing more common in Christian experience than this. After many years of hearing many tales of problems, struggles, difficulties and hardship, I can say that this is far and away the most frequently heard excuse for the weakness of Christian lives. This constant tendency to rename what is wrong, or, excuses it because of circumstances, or personal convenience.  

Now, let’s look further at what John says. He says this is not only an evasion of reality, but it is also a direct accusation against God Himself!  "We make Him a liar," he says, "and His word is not in us."  In other words, we are NOT shifting the blame to some unknown, unstated individual, we are putting it squarely on God. In this case blasphemy is the result. We would say God is a liar rather than receive in ourselves the awful truth that we are SINNERS. 

We are made BY Him and FOR Him, and sustained BY Him, and we have no business blaspheming our Creator this way. We would do well to remember that the Christian always lives in direct relationship to God. There are only two people in life, as far as your basic, Christian relationship is concerned, - YOU and GOD. 

So IF we say it is not OUR fault, we are saying it is HIS fault: - "It's your fault, God, not mine. These circumstances that you've allowed me to get involved with make it impossible for me to obey you. Therefore, you're to blame. I want to do it. You know my heart. You know that I really want to be what I ought to, but, because of these circumstances, I can't, so it's really YOUR fault.!!" 

Now that is the oldest excuse in the world. It goes back to the Garden of Eden. When God came looking for man, He said to him, "Why did you do this thing?"  And man said, "Well, it's the woman YOU gave to me.  It's YOUR fault God."  And when God said to the woman,  "Why did you do it?" she said, "It is the serpent.  It's YOUR fault God because YOU let him talk to me."  So, the blame comes right back to God. When we say these things, we are, in effect, calling God a scoundrel and a double-crosser. 

But John uses even a worse name. He says, "we make Him a liar." Many today blame their failures and the lack of power in their lives on God, but the Word of God makes clear that the Christian has a source of strength in Christ that is imparted to him from within. He inwardly strengthens us.  As Paul puts it in 2nd Corinthians 4:16, "our inner man is renewed, day by day," Paul had been explaining in the earlier verses his willingness to undergo all kinds of suffering and danger. Why? Because he had before him the certain hope of resurrection.!! Therefore, he did not lose heart.

Paul said these words in 2nd Timothy 1:12: -“For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.”

Although on the one hand, the process of physical decay was going on constantly… Yet on the other hand, there was a spiritual renewal, which enabled him to go on in spite of every adverse circumstance. The fact that the outward man is perishing needs little explanation or comment. It is all too evident in our bodies.!! But Paul is here rejoicing in the fact that God sends daily supplies of power for Christian service.

Thus, it is true as Michelangelo said: - “The more the marble wastes, the more the statue grows.”

Harry Ironside made this comment: - “We are told that our material bodies are completely changed every 7 years. Yet we have a consciousness of still being the same persons. Our personality is unchanged from year to year, and so with regard to the greater changes as yet to come. The same life is in the butterfly that was in the grub.” The outer man can perish, but the inner man is being renewed daily. Therefore, nothing outward, or external should hinder or cause us to fall apart. 

In Romans 8:35, Paul cries out victoriously: -“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?”

In verse 36 he shouts: -“in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.”

Then he shouts out the conclusion in verses 38-39: -

38.  “For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present (your circumstances} nor things to come, {the pressure of the future}

39.  nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

However, that is not what many Christians say. Many say to God: -"No, there are a lot of things that cut me off from You and make it impossible for me to do what You ask me to do. Difficulties cut me off, and fatigue, and sickness, and pressure and stress. Therefore, God, I’m afraid that you're a liar. You say that none of these things should cut me off; - but I say they do.!! 

Now, one of us is telling the truth and one of us is lying, and I know who it is; it's YOU, GOD!"  Now think of the enormity of that charge.!!  Here we are mere human, fragile creatures, standing before the eternally faithful and unchanging God, our awesome Creator. This is the same God Who has revealed Himself as immutable, absolutely faithful, and Holy, and because of His great love for man, sending His beloved Son to die for us. Yet, - some have the gall and audacity to charge Him with faithlessness and lying. 

Isn’t it often the case that when things are going well we often praise God? We love to speak of the unchanging God, the refuge from every kind of pressure and stressful situation. Yet, how strange it is that we can stand before Him the next moment and defiantly assert that the reason for our weakness is not OUR failure, but HIS.  We declare that He is not faithful to His Word, He doesn't keep His promises, He denies Himself, and He's a liar. Do we realize it is impossible for God to be wrong and us found to be right?  If that were true, WE would be God, NOT Him. It is simply impossibility. We need to read again the book of Job and see how Job learned this great lesson. Because he was going through terrible pain and hardship, his heart protested and cried out against God. 

God challenged Job in no uncertain way in Job 40:2: -"Shall the one who contends with the Almighty correct Him? He who rebukes God, let him answer it.''

Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind: -Job 40:6-9: -

6.  Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said: 

7.  "Now prepare yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer Me: 

8.  "Would you indeed annul My judgment? Would you condemn Me that you may be justified? 

9.  Have you an arm like God? Or can you thunder with a voice like His?”

In that amazing 40th chapter God puts to Job a series of test questions. God asks Job if he can perform even the simplest functions which God performs every day. 

And Job's answer is found in Job 40:4-5 

4.  "Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer You? I lay my hand over my mouth. 

5.  Once I have spoken, but I will not answer; yes, twice, but I will proceed no further.''

And in Job 42:6: -“Therefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.''

One of the first critical lessons that we find addressed in this letter is our tendency to traffic in deception. We have a tendency to do anything we can to cover up the destructive things we despise about ourselves: - hatred, lust, greed, lying, bitterness, uncontrolled anger, jealousy, and so on.

So John forthrightly says we must not be deceivers of ourselves or anyone else. Are you now becoming more and more captivated by the personality behind the document, 1st John? John was into his eighties, - perhaps as old as 90, when he finally died. All the others who knew Jesus in His time on earth were already gone. John was the last one who could speak with the confidence he did of the things he saw and heard and touched in his time with Christ. He had a unique perspective, at the end of the era, from which to admonish and encourage followers of Jesus.

CHAPTER 2

In chapter 2 verses 1-2 the apostle makes a provocative statement: -“My little children, these things I write to you, that you may not sin. (Everybody was younger than he was by this time, so he calls everyone his little children.  It refers to all the members of the family of God) And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 

2.  And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.” 

God’s perfect standard is set forth in the words: -“My little children, these things I write to you, that you may not sin. Because God is perfect, His standard for His children is also absolute perfection. He would not be God if He said: - “these things I write to you, so that you sin as little as you can.” God cannot condone sin in the least degree, and so He sets perfection before us as the GOAL. The Lord Jesus also did this with the woman who was caught in the act of adultery. Do you remember what He said to her? “Neither do I condemn you, go and SIN NO MORE”. 

At the same time, the Lord knows our frame. He knows that each one of us has a sin nature. He remembers that we are dust, and so He has graciously made provision for us in the event of failure. And that’s where 1st John 1:9 and 1st John 2:1-2 comes in. Failure in God's children is NOT a huge problem for Him. He has seen us all fail many times. He does not recoil, sickened by our failures, hating us when we fail and fall. 

God is not shocked by human behaviour; He has seen it all in advance. He didn’t forgive you at one time to later say: -"My goodness, look what he has done now! If I had known he would go and do that, I would have never forgiven him!" Our sins do not put God off. Why not? Because of what Jesus has done for us. John gives two interesting titles to Jesus Christ: Advocate and Propitiation (1 John 2:1-2). 

It’s important that we understand these two titles because they stand for two ministries that only the Lord Himself performs. Let’s begin with the last word Propitiation. If you look this word up in the dictionary, you may get the wrong idea of its meaning. The dictionary tells us that “to propitiate” means “to appease someone who is angry.” IF you apply this to Christ, you get the horrible picture of an angry God, about to destroy the world… And a loving Saviour giving Himself to appease the irate God—and this is NOT the Biblical picture of salvation.!!  Certainly God is angry at sin; - after all, He is infinitely holy. 

But the Bible reassures us that “God so loved [not hated] the world” (John 3:16) No, the word “propitiation” does not mean the appeasing of an angry God. Rather, it means the satisfying of God’s holy law and the demands of God’s perfect righteousness and justice. It means “to render favourable, to satisfy, - to appease” To the ancient Greeks, Propitiation had the idea of presenting a gift to the gods, so as to turn away the displeasure of the gods. The Greeks thought of this in the sense of man essentially bribing the gods into doing favour for man. With the Christian idea of propitiation, God Himself presents Himself (in Jesus Christ) as that which will turn away His righteous wrath against our SIN.
1st John 1:5 says that “God is light” and, therefore, He cannot close His eyes to SIN, but 1st John 4:8 says “God is love” too, and He wants to save sinners. How, then, can a holy God uphold His own justice and still forgive sinners? The answer is in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross at Calvary.  At the cross, God in His holiness judged SIN. God in His love offers His own Son, Jesus Christ to the world as Saviour. God was “just” in that He punished sin, but He is also “loving” in that He offers free forgiveness through what Jesus did at Calvary. Jesus Himself is the propitiation - the One who atones for and takes away our sins, and not only OUR sins, but also the sins of the whole world.

Some may ask: -“IF Jesus made His propitiation for the WHOLE world, then why isn't the whole world saved and in fellowship with God?”  

The answer to that is that atonement does NOT equal forgiveness. Even as the sin of all Israel was atoned for every year at the Day of Atonement, yet, not all of Israel was saved.!! (Leviticus 16:34) SIN need not be a barrier between God and man, IF man would receive the propitiation God has so graciously provided in and through Jesus Christ. Now, Christ is the Sacrifice for the sins of the whole world, but He is Advocate only for believers. John says, “We [Christians] have an Advocate with the Father.”  

The word “advocate” used to be applied to lawyers. The word John uses is the very same word Jesus used when He was talking about the coming of the Holy Spirit. (John 14:16, 26; 15:26). – “Helper” It means, literally, “one called alongside.”  When a man was summoned to court, he took an advocate (lawyer) with him to stand at his side and plead his case. We desperately need Jesus as our Advocate because we are actually accused by Satan before God. (Revelation 12:10). 

The eternal Son of God Himself is our Advocate, Who, stands in the Presence of God, in the presence of the rest of the universe and stands up to answer the charges of Satan: - We can imagine Jesus, our Advocate saying something like this when Satan accuses us in Heaven: -"He is completely guilty Father. In fact, he has even done worse than what he is accused of, and now makes full and complete confession before You." 

The gavel slams, and the Father asks, "what should his sentence be?" 

Our Advocate answers: -"His sentence should be death; - such a sin deserves the full wrath of this righteous court." 

During this process our accuser Satan, is thoroughly enjoying all of this. We are guilty.!! We admit our guilt.!! We are aware of the usual judicial punishment.!! But then, our Advocate asks to approach the bench. As he draws close to the Father, He simply says: - "Father, this one belongs to Me. I paid his penalty and he has recognised this and believed in Me. I took the wrath and punishment from this court that he deserves."  "I defend My beloved on the basis of My atoning sacrifice." God listens to His Son, and He declares us by His Son's Advocacy - “not guilty” 

Then the Father turns to our Advocate and says: - "My precious and beloved Son, as You have said, this one belongs to You. I release him into Your care. Case closed!" Isn’t it interesting that a human defence lawyer argues for the innocence of his client? But our Advocate, Jesus Christ, admits our guilt - and then enters His plea on our behalf as the One who has made an atoning sacrifice for our sins and guilt. 

The words, “Jesus Christ the righteous” means that Jesus is fully qualified to serve as our Advocate, because He Himself is sinlessly PERFECT. We need to distinguish between the condemning accusations of Satan and the loving conviction of the Holy Spirit. In John 17:4, Jesus said that He had finished His work on earth, - the work of giving His life as the once-and for-all sacrifice for the sins of humanity. 

Today, He has an “unfinished work” in heaven. He represents us before God’s throne. This work ensures that we STAY saved.! And our great High Priest, the unique God-Man of the universe sympathizes with our weaknesses and temptations and gives us grace to help in time of need. (Hebrews 4:15-16; 7:23-28).  When we confess our sins to God, it is because of Christ’s finished work on the Cross and because of His Advocacy that God forgives us.

The Old Testament contains a beautiful picture of this. Zechariah 3:1-7: -

1.  Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to oppose him. 

2.  And the Lord said to Satan, "The Lord rebuke you, Satan! The Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?'' 

3.  Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and was standing before the Angel. 

4.  Then He answered and spoke to those who stood before Him, saying, "Take away the filthy garments from him.'' And to him He said, "See, I have removed your iniquity from you, and I will clothe you with rich robes.'' 

5.  And I said, "Let them put a clean turban on his head.'' So they put a clean turban on his head, and they put the clothes on him. And the Angel of the Lord stood by. 

6.  Then the Angel of the Lord admonished Joshua, saying, 

7.  "Thus says the Lord of hosts: `If you will walk in My ways, and if you will keep My command, then you shall also judge My house, and likewise have charge of My courts; I will give you places to walk among these who stand here.”

Joshua was the Jewish high priest after the Jews returned to their land following their captivity in Babylon. (Don’t confuse this Joshua with the Joshua who conquered the Promised Land.) The nation had sinned and to symbolize this, Joshua stood before God in filthy garments and Satan stood at Joshua’s right hand to accuse him. (Cf. Revelation. 12:10). 

God the Father was the Judge; Joshua, representing the people, was the accused; Satan was the prosecuting attorney. As you know, the Bible calls him the accuser of the brethren. It looked as if Satan had an open-and-shut case. Israel had truly sinned against God.!! But Joshua had an Advocate who stood at God’s right hand, and this changed the situation. Christ gave Joshua a change of garments and silenced the accusations of Satan. 

This is what is in view when Jesus Christ is called our “Advocate.” He represents believers before God’s throne, and the merits of His sacrifice make possible the forgiveness of the believer’s sin. In summary, to walk in the light means to spend time daily in God’s Word discovering His will; - and then obeying what He has told us. Walking in the light involves honesty with God, with ourselves, and with each other. It also involves obedience, and love, following the example of Christ, and in the power of the Holy Spirit, walking as He walked. (1 John 2:6). 

Of course, nobody ever becomes a Christian by following Christ’s example. Only AFTER we come into God’s family, we are to look to Jesus Christ as the one great Example of the kind of life we should aspire to live. And when we discover sin in our lives we must immediately confess it openly and honestly to God our Father.

Jesus Christ is not only the Propitiation (or sacrifice) for our sins and the Advocate who represents us before God… He is also the perfect Pattern (He is “Jesus Christ the righteous”) for our daily life. He is our Advocate, our great High Priest who intercedes and prays for us.

PASSAGE - 1st John 2:3-6:-

3.  “Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. 

4.  He who says, "I know Him,'' and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 

5.  But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him. 

6.  He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.”

We are considering John's great analysis, in his first letter, of the way to maintain unbroken fellowship with the Son of God. Such fellowship is described to us by Jesus Himself as the flowing of rivers of living water out of the centre of life. 

It is something that cannot be hindered by anything outward because it comes from WITHIN. 

Jesus said in John 37b-38:- 

"If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. 

38.  "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.''

John adds to this in the beginning of the next verse where he explains the meaning of what this living water is:-John 7:39a:-But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive;….”

Now in this first letter of John we have examined the 3 conditions which John indicates, interrupt the flow of these rivers; 

OR, to use the figure that John himself employs, that block the light that shines to us from the Person of God. We can block the light from shining into our life, and thus revealing reality in three ways:- 

Firstly, by ignoring the light, By refusing to examine ourselves, By never stopping to look at what the light reveals, By going on with our life without ever stopping to ask ourselves questions about where we are and what we are doing and why we are what we are. 

Then, we can close our eyes to the light by denying the possibility of SIN. John indicates that it is possible to come to the place where we think that, for one reason or another, we are no longer able to sin. 

And finally, we can obscure the light by rationalizing the sin which is revealed in our life, by excusing it because of circumstances, or calling it another name that does not sound as bad. We have just looked at that.

Now John pauses in the flow of his discourse to deal with an inevitable human reaction to this kind of a searching examination of our spiritual life. In Chapter 2, beginning with Verse 3, we shall look at that reaction and what he says about it. “Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.” 

Knowledge is a remarkable thing, isn’t it? We live in the information age. Never before in history has the increase of knowledge been so rapid. For thousands of years of human history we only added to our knowledge. Today, knowledge multiplies. We used to measure the doubling of knowledge in terms of centuries. Now we measure it in months. We are all travelling on the information highway and at breakneck speeds. 

But this is precisely what God stated through Daniel would happen in the END times. In Daniel 12:4, we find these words:-"But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end; many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.''

After reading this passage many years ago, the great scientist and Christian Sir Isaac Newton, is reported to have said, "Personally I cannot help but believe that these words refer to the end of the times. Men will travel from country to country in an unprecedented manner. There may be some inventions  which will enable people  to travel much more quickly than they do now." This was written about AD1680. Newton went on to speculate  that this speed might actually exceed 50 Kms per hour!!

Some 80 years later, the famous French atheist, Voltaire, read Newton's words and retorted:- "See what a fool Christianity makes of an otherwise brilliant man.!! Here a scientist like Newton actually writes that men may travel at the rate of 45 or 60 km/h . Has he forgotten that if a man would travel at this rate that he would be suffocated?    His heart would stand still.!!"

One wonders what Voltaire would have said had he known that just 2 centuries after he wrote this, an American astronaut, Edward H. White on June 3rd, 1965, would climb out of a space craft 160KMS in the sky and casually walk across the continental  United States in less than 15 minutes, strolling along at 28,000 KMS per Hour. OR, that during the moon landings, man exceeded a speed some 12 times faster than a 22-calibre rifle bullet travels.??

But while our age is characterized by such a dramatic increase in the storehouse of knowledge, one effect of the increase is that we all know more about less. Not too long ago, it was possible for a highly educated person to literally know everything about a field of knowledge. Now, people must specialize in smaller and smaller areas within their field. 

We are all most aware of this in the area of medical science. The doctor used to know what there was to know about medical science. Now, no one can master everything that has been  discovered and published concerning medicine. And so we have specialists. They have divided the areas of work into more manageable disciplines. They have even divided the human body up into areas of specialty. This is all because of the increase of knowledge. And it works this way in many other areas of life and work as well.

Truly, in our society there can be no know-it-alls. “ALL” is now a very large word indeed. But this poses a different kind of question. Can we really know anything for certain? You see, knowledge changes because of research and new discoveries. Some of the so-called "facts" of the past are now "fiction" in the present. 

We found that we believed certain things were true based on the evidence we had and now have discovered new evidence and had to replace the old "truth" with a new truth. This is probably why many in our society believe that truth is relative. 

Because certain things we used to believe were true have been shown to be false, some have become practical agnostics concerning the possibility of knowing anything for sure. And they have extended this uncertainty to the spiritual realm as well. And on the face of it, that seems like a logical extension. If one cannot truly know the material world, how can one know the immaterial? Is it possible to know about eternity? Is it possible to know that one has eternal life? Is it possible to know the living God? Is it possible to know that you are saved? 

These are important questions. And none of them can be answered by applying the scientific method. In fact, contrary to popular belief, the scientific method is only one limited approach to knowledge. It is good to evaluate the things to which it should apply, but there are whole areas of knowledge to which the scientific method can never apply.

Eternity, the spiritual world, faith, and God will never be evaluated by the scientific method. There is however, another authority that we believe gives us real answers to these questions. It is the Bible, the infallible Word of God Himself. And the Bible tells us there is a way to know for certain about the questions of eternity. Concerning whether we know God and whether we are truly following Him, the Bible tells us that we can know that we know. 

How do you know that you know Him? And what is the standard or test by which you evaluate your Christian life? This passage gives us some powerful answers to these questions. In fact, several essentials emerge from our text — essentials that help us define whether we have a real walk with Christ. 

Let’s turn our attention now to this passage of Scripture and look at these essentials of a walk with Christ.1st John 2:3:-“Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.” 

From verse 3 onwards, John is about to give the true marks of those who are in the Christian faith. One essential for all people who are seeking to serve God is to know that they are really saved. And this is precisely what our text teaches us. There is something we must know. There is something we need to know. We need to know that we know Christ personally. 

I am always amazed at how many professing Christians don’t even think that they can know this. The truth of the Scripture, and the truth of our text, is that we CAN know.!!  John, himself, assures us of this later when he writes these words in 1st John 5:13:-“These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life….”

Our text also says that we can know this very thing. John evidently felt that there may be many who were saying to themselves:-"Am I really a Christian at all? Can I even claim a saving relationship with Christ?" How can I know for sure that I have made the cut?

We CAN know and we certainly NEED to know that we are God’s “true blue” born again, children. We can know that we have come to know Him simply if we obey His commands. The real issues for the Lord are, are we telling the truth or trafficking in lies? And have we settled once-and-for-all Who is in charge of our life? 

Have I decided without equivocation, argument, extenuating circumstances that Jesus Christ is my Lord, and my Commander-in Chief? If I hear His voice, will I do what He says? – Is there a desire on my part to obey His commands? If that is true of me, then I can be sure that I know Him and that I belong to Him.

Did you know that there are actually 4 things that GOD doesn’t know? For example:-

God does not know of any sin that He does not hate.

God does not know of any sinner that He does not love.

God does not know of any other way of salvation other than the cross of Christ.

God does not know of any better time to trust Christ other than RIGHT NOW.!!

It is important that we know that we are saved – that we know the living God personally. The apostle Peter in 2nd Peter 1:10 urges us “to make our calling and election sure…” 

Now, we cannot make our call and election more sure than they already are. God’s eternal purposes can never be frustrated nor prevented. But we can confirm them by progressively growing in likeness to the Lord Jesus Christ. By manifesting the fruit of the Holy Spirit, we can provide unmistakable evidence that we truly belong to Him.

The apostle Paul certainly knew that he was saved.  In Galatians 2:20 we read:- "I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”

This same Paul also said in 2nd Timothy 1:12:-“For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.”

In this passage of Scripture this morning, John is making a very careful distinction between two things, relationship and fellowship. We have seen something of this in earlier messages. John wants us to be very clear that there is a distinction between union with Christ and communion with Christ. 

The division here is marked by the phrase, twice repeated, "by this we know." The first part is in Verses 3-4: 

3.  “Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. 

4.  He who says, "I know Him,'' and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him”.

John is talking here about a life transforming experience in the past that occurred with every believer in Christ. The original Greek makes that even clearer than our New King James version. In the original what is said here is:-"by this we may know that we have known Him [perfect tense -- something done in the past], because we are now keeping His commandments [present tense]." The present willingness and desire to keep His commandments, John is saying, is a sign of a valid relationship. It is proof that an act of union with Christ has already occurred, - you have been born again. The evidence of someone knowing God, and having fellowship with Him is that they keep His commandments.

We can have assurance concerning our RELATIONSHIP with God IF our life is characterised by a loving desire to DO His will. A simple, loving obedience is a natural result of fellowship with God. As a Christian, your actions have changed, and because they have changed, you do not behave as you once did. And you now have a desire to obey Him, therefore, you can be sure you have indeed been born again. 

Now please do NOT reverse this.!! Do not change it around.  You cannot know God by attempting to keep His commandments. That is impossible.!! Let us be clear on that. You never come to know God by trying to keep His commandments, for the knowledge of God comes by faith in Jesus Christ. That must be FIRST.!!

Martin Luther made the mistake of trying, as an Augustinian monk, to find God by keeping His commandments. He made a desperate and sincere effort to do anything that he felt God required of him, in order that he might discover and know God. 

This is always the hunger of the human heart, - to know God. He would beat himself, spend days in protracted fasts, lay for long, weary, agonizing hours on the cold floor of his cell in the monastery, and try in every way he could to discover God by keeping His commandments, but it only drove him to despair. As you know, it was only when those words from Paul's letter to the Romans, "the just shall live by faith" came alive to him, that he found God. After this, Luther spent the rest of his life being enabled by the Holy Spirit to keep God's commandments. 

Now it must always come in that order. We receive Christ by faith, by believing in His redemptive work on the cross  and accepting Him as our Lord and Saviour. When we do, He comes quietly and invisibly into our life and begins His transforming work. The sign of that transforming work is a change in our attitude about obeying Him. John says there is a desire to obey God. 

Notice that Jesus Himself declared this to us in the great message called the Upper Room Discourse when He said to His disciples:-John 14:15:-"If you love me, you will keep my commandments." And in Verse 21:-"He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me.”

The real litmus test is that we obey Him. Obedience is essential for the Christian life. By obedience we can know for sure that we know Him.

Many people evaluate their Christian life based on their experience, or, on the experiences they have with God. Now, don’t misunderstand me here. I believe that experiencing God is good. In fact, we need more experiences of the goodness and grace of God. We need to be on the receiving end of special encounters with Him. It is needed and it is valuable. In fact, experiencing God on a daily basis should be the goal of every believer. 

But experiences are never to be a litmus test designed to prove that we have a relationship with God. There are two problems with using experiences as such a test. The first problem is that experiences are very subjective. How we interpret what we are experiencing may or may not be accurate because we are personally involved in the experience. 

The second problem is that even non-Christians experience the goodness of God because God IS good. God may send His blessings on a person but that is no indicator of a relationship with God. The Bible says that God sends His rain on both the just and the unjust, and rain in this context is a good thing. People in the arid region of the Middle East welcome rain for their crops and for their land. 

So, if we evaluate our Christian life based upon our experience, we may come to some wrong conclusions. Obedience, on the other hand, tells us where our heart really is. If our desire is to please God, then we will obey Him. 

Now, we are NOT talking about perfection here. We have already seen in earlier studies in 1st John that none of us is perfect. We all sin. The issue of sin has already been dealt with. We ALL have a sin nature and we ALL sin and fall short of the glory of God. We all miss the mark and fall short of God’s perfect standard sometimes, don’t we? And when we do, we must deal with that sin by confessing it frankly and honestly to our loving Father in Heaven. This will then allow us to claim the forgiveness that the precious, shed blood of Jesus Christ provides.

So, we are not talking about perfection here, but a life of obedience. Obedience reveals a changed heart — a life surrendered to Christ. Obedience reveals that we have true faith. 

Faith is always validated by good works done in the energy and power of the Holy Spirit. In other words, the works that we do reveal that the faith we say we have is genuine faith. We can know that we know Him if we obey Him. 

Verse 4 says:-“He who says, "I know Him,'' and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” 

John does not imply that the Christian life consists in faultless obedience to the will of God every moment of our lives; But rather, that the Christian habitually desires to keep His commandments and to do those things that are pleasing in His sight. 

Why is it so important that we know that we have been born of God?  Paul gives us the answer in Ephesians 2:3.:-He says that if you are not a child of God, you are a “child of wrath”. This was Paul’s description of the unsaved Jews of his day, many of whom tried to ACT religious. A “child of wrath” today is a counterfeit Christian who acts “saved” but has not been born again. 

Each of us must ask himself honestly, “Am I a true child of God or am I a counterfeit Christian? Have I truly been born of God?”

God has “gone on record”  in His Word. He offers fallen mankind the priceless, free gift of eternal life. It is theirs, if only they would believe His promise and humbly and thankfully accept this priceless gift.!! Romans 10:13 tells us that:- "whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.''

 As John indicates, “make believe” Christians say the right things. If you were to assess them by what they say, you would never know they were phonies. They go to the right places, they mingle with the right crowds, and they say the right things. 

They say "I love Him,"  but, as John indicates, there is something wrong with their lives: They disobey His commandments. They have no apparent desire to do what He says, - to keep His Word. Their lives are unchanged. Their actions are NO different than they were before. 

As a dairyman once said, "They preach cream, but live skim milk." Paul also warns about this in his letter to Titus. Titus 1:16a:-He speaks of some whom, he says, "“ profess to know God, but in works they deny Him”

It was Charles Spurgeon, the prince of English preachers, who once said:-"An unchanged life is the sign of an uncleansed heart." 

Mark it, when one becomes a Christian, there is a change in their relationship with SIN. A Christian no longer loves sin as they once did; They no longer brag about their sins as they once did; A Christian no longer plans to sin as they once did; They no longer fondly remember their sin as they once did; A Christian never fully enjoys their sin as they once did; They no longer feel comfortable and relaxed in habitual sin as they once were. They are constantly aware of an inner struggle within them regarding their lifestyle.

Now, sin is NOT eliminated in the believer until he comes to glory; but one’s relationship to sin and their concept toward sin is changed when they truly become a Christian.

Charles Spurgeon said:-"The Christian no longer loves sin; it is the object of his sternest horror. He no longer regards it as a mere trifle, or plays with it, or talks of it with unconcern. . . . Sin is dejected in the Christian’s heart, though it is not ejected. Sin may enter the heart, and fight for dominion, but it cannot sit upon the throne."     

Now, it is both unwise and wrong for anyone to wander around assessing whether or not a person is truly a Christian. That is not our job. When it all boils down, the only one who can truly know that is the person concerned and God Himself.!! However, the Scriptures do teach that IF there has been no basic change at all  in a professing Christian’s life, then it is highly questionable whether that person has truly been born again.

Now let me make something clear. A person can stop lying, cheating, swearing, immoral activities, etc, without being born again. There are many reasons why people quit something evil or bad, if for no other reason than that it is bad for their health or relationship with others. You can stop these things without being born again, but you cannot be born again and not have a strong, compelling desire to stop them. That is the claim John makes. 

He goes still further in Verse 5: “But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him.” 

John declares that if we are willing to obey God and keep His Word, regardless of whether we see the reasons for it, then we will experience something else also happening to us. The love of God will be gradually taking over our lives and changing us, - it is accomplishing its aim and goal within us. If we have been born again and we are willing to obey Him, then the love of God is doing something to us. It is being shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit and it is leading us on, step by step, toward the goal the Lord desires in our lives.

What is the goal that the Lord desires for us? He desires the experience of continuous, unbroken fellowship with Him. Do you see how relationship leads on into fellowship? The act by which we began the Christian life is intended to precipitate a process that leads us into the experience of the fullness of Christ. It will do this, and it is doing it, for God is at work in your life to do this very thing, - for this is the goal of love. The love of God is being perfected, it is being completed in us as we obediently follow Him.

That brings us to the next point. What is the sign of fellowship? If an obedient will is the sign of relationship, - what is the sign that we are beginning to move into the experience of fellowship with Jesus Christ? Well, that is in the latter part of Verse 5 and in Verse 6: 

PASSAGE - 1st John 2: 5b-6:-

“By this we know that we are in Him. 

6.  He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.”

Jesus Himself taught His disciples what it means to abide in Him. 

He explains it in His illustration of the vine and its branches in John 15:4-5:- 

"4.  Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 

5.  "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”
Just as the branch gets its life by remaining in contact with the vine, so believers receive their strength by maintaining fellowship with Christ. To abide in Christ means to depend completely on Him for all that we need in order to live for Him and serve Him.  It is a living,  pulsating  relationship. It means exactly the same thing as "fellowship with Him."  They are one and the same experience.

But we need to remember that you can be IN Christ, as a member of the vine, and only bear leaves. That is the relationship part. But IF you want fruit in your life, there must be that further attitude of abiding in Him, resting in Him. That, He says, is what produces significant results in life.

The Christian has all the power "within" that he needs to adequately meet the demands and pressures of life. We need only release this power by faith. 

Every Christian ought to read Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret, by Dr. & Mrs. Howard Taylor. And the reason for that is that it illustrates this principle of  inner power in the life of this great missionary to China.  

For many years, Hudson Taylor worked hard and felt that he was trusting Christ to meet his needs, but somehow he had no joy or liberty in his ministry. Then a letter from a friend opened his eyes to the adequacy of Christ. “It is not by trusting my OWN faithfulness, but by looking away to the Faithful One.!!”  he said. This was a turning point in his life. Moment by moment, he drew on the power of Christ for every responsibility of the day, and Christ’s power carried him through.!!

As we saw a little earlier, Jesus taught that He is the Vine; -  we are the branches. The sooner we as believers discover that we are but branches and not the vine, the better we will relate to the Lord We will then know and accept our own weaknesses and confess our need for His strength and power. 
The key word in 1st John 1:6 is the word “abide”. What else does it mean to “abide”? To “abide” means to STAY where you are. Where, then, is the Christian.? The Christian has been eternally placed IN CHRIST – that is his position. Consequently, the word “abide” means to keep in intimate fellowship with Christ so that His life and power can work in and through us to produce fruit. 

This certainly involves studying the  Word of God and the confession of sin so that nothing  hinders our precious communion, or fellowship with Him.      (John 15:3). It also involves obeying Him because we love Him. John 15:9-10 says:-

9.  "As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 

10.  "If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love.”

How can we tell when we are “abiding in Christ”? Is there a special feeling.?  No, but there are special evidences that appear and they are unmistakably clear. 

For one thing, when you are abiding in Christ, you produce fruit. (John 15:2). The branch that produces fruit is the Christian who is growing more like the Lord Jesus Christ, in his life each day. The branch can only produce fruit as it abides in the vine from which it draws its life and nourishment. Likewise, the believer can only produce fruit while he is abiding in fellowship in Christ. It’s from Christ that we draw our strength. It is quite normal that as we abide in Christ we will sometimes experience the Father’s “pruning” so that we will bear more fruit. Just as a real vine must be cleansed from insects, mildew, and fungus, so a Christian must be cleansed from worldly, secular things that cling to him and distract his focus from the Lord.!!

John 15:7 tells us that the believer who is abiding in Christ has his prayers answered and experiences a deepening love for Christ and for other believers.  "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. Jesus went on to say in John 15:11 that when a believer abides in Him he will also experience great JOY. "These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.

Now, what things had Jesus just been talking about? Well, He had just finishing describing Himself as the “Vine” and Christians as the “branches”. He was referring to abiding in Him - being in fellowship with Him. 

Secular man’s idea of joy is to be as happy as he can by leaving God out of his life. However, the Lord taught that REAL joy comes by taking God into one’s life as much as possible.!! This abiding relationship is natural to the botanical branch and the vine, - but it needs to be cultivated in the Christian life. 

It is NOT automatic.  Abiding in Christ demands worship, meditation on God’s Word, prayer, sacrifice, and service  —  but what a joyful and satisfying experience it is.!!  Once we begin to cultivate this deeper communion with Christ, we find that we have no desire to return to the shallow and empty life of the careless Christian.

In verse 6 the apostle John says that anyone who says that he abides in Christ ought himself also to walk just as He walked. As Christ lives out His life through us, we are able to follow His example and walk as He walked. Paul expresses this experience perfectly in Galatians 2:20:- "I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” This is a reference to the work of the Holy Spirit. 

Christ is our Advocate in heaven to represent us before God when we sin. The Holy Spirit is God’s Advocate for us here on earth. In Romans 8:26-34, we see that Christ is making intercession for us and the Holy Spirit  also making intercession for us. 

We are part of a fantastic “heavenly party line”;-God the Son prays for us in heaven, and God the Holy Spirit prays for us in accordance with the Father’s will, and always for our good. We have fellowship with the Father through the Son, and the Father has fellowship with us through the Spirit. Christ lives out His life through us by the power of the Holy Spirit, who lives within us. By depending on the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit, we abide in Christ and “walk as He walked.”

But all this begins with openness and honesty before God and men. The minute we start to act a part, to pretend, to impress others, we step out of the light and into the shadows. 

Sir Walter Scott puts it this way:-

Oh, what a tangled web we weave

When first we practice to deceive!

The life that is real cannot be built on things that are deceptive. Before we can walk in the light, we must know ourselves, accept ourselves, and yield ourselves to God. When you walk in the light, you live to please only one Person—God. This really simplifies things.!! 

Jesus said in John 8:29 that He always did those things that please the Father. Paul urges us in 1st Thessalonians 4:1 to walk in a way that will please God. If we live to please ourselves AND God, we are trying to serve two masters, and this never works. Walking in the light—living to please God—simplifies our goals, unifies our lives, and gives us a sense of peace and poise. 

Instead of trying to cover sin, a true believer confesses sin and tries to conquer it by walking in the light of God’s Word and in His power. He is not content simply to know he is going to heaven. He wants to enjoy that heavenly life right here and now. He does not try to impress himself, God, or other Christians with a lot of “pious talk.” To paraphrase James 1:22, “We should be doers of the Word not just hearers and talkers of the Word.” 

We must walk what we talk.!!  It is not enough to know the language; we must also live the life.!! John often says in his first chapter:-“if we say…”, “if we say…”, “if we say” And what he means is that, “if we say…”, then we ought also to DO.!! We ought to obey our loving God.

The sign of abiding in Christ, as John says, is to walk in the SAME way in which Christ walked:- That does NOT mean to DO the same things that Jesus did. It means to act from the same principle upon which He acted, - to reflect the same kind of relationship to the Father that He has.  That is the sign of FELLOWSHIP. 

Now, for those who are familiar with the record of our Lord's life, HOW did He walk? HOW did He do the things that He did?  HOW did He manage to speak such matchless words, - convey such challenging ideas, - do such remarkable things among men, - and change lives so consistently? What was the SECRET of His power? 

You can be sure that, while He was ministering, this was the question everyone was asking. "Wherein lies this Man's power?"  That is what brought Nicodemus to Jesus by night, to try to ferret out the secret, if he could. Many others came wondering what the SECRET of Jesus’ power was. The amazing thing was that He kept telling people what it was, just as He keeps telling us through His Word, today. 

But we skip over it with easy disregard. It just doesn’t seem to sink in with many believers, today. Jesus clearly told us what the source of His power was. Let’s just note it in John 14:10-11:-

10.  "Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works. 

"11  Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves.”

In essence, Jesus was saying:-"I'm not doing this; it's the Father who dwells in Me; - He's doing it. I don't speak these words of Myself, but I speak only that which I hear the Father say. It's the Father who speaks the words; It's the Father who does the work. I have made Myself completely available to Him, and He is in Me and His working in Me is the secret of the things that I do. I am simply counting on Him every minute to be at work and to do these things, - and He does them," 

THAT is the great secret, and that is one of the hardest things for Christians to learn. God Himself tells us through the apostle John in 1st John 4:4-b:-“He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world”

HOW did Jesus walk?  Well, He walked in total, unrelenting, unbroken fellowship and dependence upon the activity of the Father who indwelt Him. But that seems so hard for us to learn, doesn’t it? With most of us we have such difficulty with this. Our attitude often is:- "Please, Father, I'd rather do it myself!" I'd rather handle this situation myself!" 

We are brought up with this idea that we have in ourselves an ability to act significantly in our own power. We are brought up to believe that God is looking to us to act on His behalf and if we fail Him His whole programme will fall apart and end in failure. Does this not represent the attitude of many Christians, today? 

But this is NOT Christianity. This is NOT what a Christian is called to do. If we ever learn the great secret that John is trying desperately to impart to us, it will revolutionize our lives.!! We will never again be the same persons. When we begin to see it, and act on it, our lives are immediately changed; And 5 years from that day we will be more different than we were when it first hit us, - and 10 years later we will be still different, - so revolutionary, so transforming is this principle of action. 

A quiet, unrelenting dependence upon an indwelling God to be always at work IN us, reproducing the VALUE of His death and the POWER of His resurrection; That is what Christianity is, That is what fellowship is, That is what abiding in Him means. His life IN us means the reproducing IN us of the power of His resurrection, and that is exciting because His incredible resurrection power is the kind of power that works even in the midst of DEATH. 

When everything else has ceased to work; When nothing that man can do can be performed any longer; When ALL hope is gone, when ALL possible avenues of human endeavour have been blocked off, resurrection power begins to work.!!  That is a different kind of power than the world has ever seen, a kind that works when everyone else is discouraged, despondent and defeated. When everyone else's life seems dead and dull, and for them life is monotonous and boring, this POWER keeps one alert and alive and interesting and fascinating.

As Paul puts it in Philippians 3:10:- “that I may know HIM and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death,”

The life ambition of Paul was to KNOW Jesus Christ better. He had known Him for a quarter of a century. Yet he wanted to know Him better. He could aim no higher. In Philippians 3:8 Paul said:-“But indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ” There is no end to knowing about the greatness and majesty of Christ. 

It is interesting how many people feel that coming to Christ initially in salvation is ALL there is to know of Him. But initial salvation only introduces us to Jesus Christ. It does not in any way exhaust the wonder of His person. As we begin to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ we will begin to understand Him so much better.

Indeed, this is what Peter exhorts us to do in 2nd Peter 3:18:-"But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ". Through the study of the Word of God we WILL know Him better. The Bible is even called "the mind of Christ" for through it the Holy Spirit reveals Him.  (I Corinthians. 2:16). 

You see, the Word of God is God's thinking about Christ. As we grow in grace, we will become more intimate and personal with Him, and Him with us. You see, salvation is only the beginning, the commencement of knowing Jesus Christ. To get to know Him in a very deep and personal way will take time. – But it is certainly worth it.!!

By the way, the word "know" that Paul used means to know by experience. It is simply NOT enough to know Jesus Christ academically. We must know Him personally by the experience of frequent fellowship with Him. That experience comes primarily from the study of Scripture and through prayer. It is so important to know more of Christ than simply in salvation. We need to experience Him daily. We need to know Him more intimately as our Lord, and as our great, loving Companion through life.

Since Christianity is essentially a relationship and not a religion, it is crucial to develop our relationship with the Lord. The more we centre on the Person of Christ the more our spiritual life grows. That is the FELLOWSHIP that John is urging all believers to have.!! That is what the love of God will lead us into, step by step, little by little, as we grow under His leading and guidance. 

And the sign of it? We learn to be less reliant on ourselves and more and more dependent upon the Father. We learn to walk as Jesus walked, in a complete and unbroken dependence upon the power of God to work within us. 

That is the sign of true fellowship.!! We should no longer walk in darkness, living a lie, and denying the faith by an unchanged lifestyle.!! Let us rather be reflectors, reflecting the character, the quality, and the principle by which the Lord Himself lived His life. 

The great apostle Paul prayed in Ephesians 1:18 that "the eyes of our understanding be enlightened", that we may begin to see the direction in which God is guiding, and walk with Him in it.

PASSAGE - 1ST JOHN 2:7-11:-

7.  “Brethren, I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which you heard from the beginning. 

8.  Again, a new commandment I write to you, which thing is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining.” 

9.  He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until now. 

10.  He who loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him. 

11.  But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.”

Many people today believe that we live in a post-Christian age. I tend to agree with that assessment. The more I listen to the views expressed by people on the talk shows and in the media, the more I am convinced that the vast majority of people don’t even know the simple definition of TRUE Christianity. 

I wonder what would happen if we took a survey of the man on the street? I wonder what kind of opinions and ideas people would have concerning Christianity?  Of one thing I am sure, the answers would be anything but accurate. The view of Christianity that would perhaps top the list would be the one that says that Christianity is all about keeping rules and regulations. Most people think that is what we emphasize. And most people also think that whenever these rules and regulations are broken they will be judged harshly. For them Christianity is all about "do this" and "don’t do that." 

Now to be honest, some of these impressions have been obtained from attendance at some churches. There are churches that are legalistic, harsh, judgmental and filled with man- made taboos, rules and regulations. But this is NOT true Christianity.!! What is so sad is that many people have rejected Christianity based on misinformation about what Christianity really is. 

So, where do you find the truth about Christianity? Well, you do not find it in tradition or in the examples from church history. Unfortunately, we have not always lived up to the standard of TRUE Christianity. To find out a real definition of true Christianity, you must go to the Bible. And there you will find that TRUE Christianity hangs or falls on the law of LOVE lived out in the POWER of Jesus Christ living IN us. The truth of Christianity is that when a person receives Christ as Lord and Saviour, that person is empowered to love with the same type of love that God has. 

We need to ask ourselves today whether or not we are exercising this love toward others? This is really the fundamental question for Christians to answer. Unfortunately, many people do not even know how to define LOVE. In our English language, LOVE is a very imprecise term. 

We use this word in so very many different ways. In order to understand its meaning we must understand the context in which it is used. For example:- I just love that hat.!!”   I love ice cream. I love to see the mountains. I love my cat.     I love my wife. I love fishing.    
It is obvious that you love your wife or husband in a different way than you love ice cream or a new hat. So it is important for us to understand just what we mean when we use this word LOVE.

I read a few humorous uses of the word LOVE. Love is blind, but marriage is an eye-opener. Love is the tie that blinds. Love is like a game of chess. One false move and you’re mated.

Words, like coins, can be in circulation for such a long time that they start wearing out. Unfortunately, the word LOVE (or, LUV) is losing its value and is being used to cover a multitude of sins. It is really difficult to understand how a man can use the same word to express his love for his wife as he uses to tell how he feels about his cat.!! 

When words are used that carelessly they really mean little or nothing at all. Like the dollar, they have been very much devalued. It is obvious that people have no idea what either Christianity, or, true love really is.  But whatever LOVE really is, we all find ourselves longing for it. It is the greatest NEED in people’s lives. 

Josh McDowell said:- "I believe two of the greatest fears people struggle with today are the fear that they will NEVER be loved and the fear that they will never be ABLE to love." 

Christianity is all about meeting that NEED.  This is what the apostle John is getting at in this passage of Scripture today. He has been telling us how to walk in the light. He has been emphasizing the great importance of fellowship with God and with one another. 

In this passage he gets at the truth of Christianity in ACTION. In Chapter 2 he comes to the practical goal toward which all this is moving. 

You will find this in Verses 7-11 that we read just a little earlier. But may I point out that ALL of this section is a commentary on ONE phrase in Verse 5 of Chapter 2. John says there, “But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him.”  {is being perfected in him} In other words, the love of God is finding its completeness, - it is being fulfilled in the person who keeps God's Word. 

Now, in Verses 7-11, he takes that phrase, "the love of God is being perfected," and explains it, indicating that this love is the supreme GOAL of the Christian life.!! I hope you catch the importance and urgency of his words. What the apostle is saying is that the goal of the Christian life is to cause us to love as GOD loves.!! 

The one single, most desperate need of humanity is for LOVE. Yet, the twisted paradox of our lives in this 21st century is that we increasingly find it impossibly hard to GIVE what another one desperately NEEDS. Therefore, because others have the same trouble, we find ourselves unable to have what we cannot live without -- LOVE. There you have the whole pathetic tragedy of human life today. 

A hunger for love, on the one part, and an inability to satisfy it on the other. That is the dilemma of human life.  The hunger expressed in loneliness is simply a cry for LOVE out of the human heart. 

Now, the glorious news of Christianity is that in this strange impossible dilemma in which we live, a tremendous breakthrough has been achieved. A way has been found, through the death and the resurrection of Jesus  Christ, and through the process of union and fellowship with Him. This is the only way by which we might fulfil these demands made upon us, and satisfy the NEEDS of our own hearts. 

See how John describes this in Verses 7 and 8 of Chapter 2:- 

7.  “Brethren, I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which you heard from the beginning. 

8.  Again, a new commandment I write to you, which thing is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining”. 

The apostle John turns his attention to the basic commandment of Christianity. It is the law of LOVE. And he explains to us that love is OLD but also NEW. As you look at the text, it seems rather confusing, doesn’t it? He says that this commandment is OLD and then he turns around and says that it is NEW.  What does he mean? How can something be both OLD and NEW? 

There is a clue here in his words, "an old commandment which you have had from the beginning," In other words, the beginning of your Christian life, as this phrase most frequently means in John's letter. This is something that you learned when you first became a Christian through faith in Jesus Christ. The command to love is also an OLD one in that it has been around since the beginning.

In fact, in the Old Testament we find many commandments to love. Listen to these words found in Deuteronomy 6:4-5:-

4.  "Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one! 

5.  "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your might.”

This was the command to love GOD. Adam violated it in the Garden of Eden when he chose to love his WIFE more than he loved his God, - and, following her into temptation and sin, the whole human race fell in Adam. And in Leviticus 19:18 we read:-`You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the children of your people, but you shall love your neighbour as yourself: I am the Lord.”

Here is the commandment to love your neighbour as yourself. The great parable on this verse is the story of the good Samaritan that was taught by Jesus in Luke 10:30-37. 

This commandment was violated by Adam’s son, Cain, whose contemptuous response to God's inquiry about his brother has become the classic expression of loveless unconcern:-"Am I my brother's keeper?" {Gen 4:9b}. These commandments had been on the books from the beginning. 

LOVE, you see, is not merely a New Testament innovation. LOVE is found from the beginning of the Bible to the end. Many people wrongly think that the God revealed in the Old Testament is full of anger, whereas Jesus is loving. But in both Old Testament and New, we see God as a God of LOVE. 

Be careful not to mistake the holiness of God for hatred. God is both a God of holiness and a God of love. So, how is this OLD commandment now a NEW commandment? 

Well, no doubt when John wrote these words he was thinking of Jesus’ own statement recorded in John 13:34:-"A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.”

But even when Jesus gave this command there was already on the books the command to LOVE, wasn’t there? So HOW was this a NEW command? That last phrase, "as I have loved you" is the KEY. To love one another is an OLD commandment, as OLD as the human race. But "as I have loved you" is NEW. 

It is not that the command to love is new, it is that this is a new application of the command to love. The commandment is not new in its existence, but it is new in its extent. It is not new in its presence, but in its particulars. It is not new in its reality, but in its reach. This command reveals a new degree of LOVE to be manifested. It is NEW because it is based on a NEW comparison. 

Jesus said, "As I have loved you, so you must love one another." Here is the KEY.!!  We are not to love just as we love ourselves, but as Jesus loved us. In the OLD command, we were to love our neighbour as ourself. In the NEW command, we are to love one another as Jesus demonstrated He loved us. This is the new extent, the new degree of LOVE we are to demonstrate. 

The question then becomes "How did He love us?" The answer to that question is simple when we look at Jesus’ life. Jesus loved us when we didn’t deserve His love, when we weren’t too lovable. He loved us because of His character and because we desperately NEEDED His love. He loved us sacrificially and unconditionally. 

Look again at John 15:13:- "Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends.” Jesus loved us enough to lay down His life for us. What makes this love even more incredible, is that He did it when we were still unsaved and in our sin. 

Look at Romans 5:8:- "But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” So we see that the OLD command to love is now redefined into a NEW application of LOVE. It is new in scope, new in degree, and new in extent. 

Did you ever think how difficult it must have been for our Lord to continuously love the disciples? As you read the New Testament, HOW do you think of these men? 

We are so apt to see them through the aura of twenty centuries of admiration that I'm afraid we glamorise these disciples and see them only as near perfect saints, - - almost plaster saints. 

But these were no plaster saints, these were very human, imperfect people just like us:- There was PETER, with his tendency toward boasting, - always a bit overbearing, - very difficult to get along with at times, and so utterly unreliable. He was given to boastful commitments that he could never fulfil and then falling flat on his face when the hour of testing came. 

And there were JAMES and JOHN, those two young men whom our Lord called the "sons of thunder," {Mark 3:17}. That is a very revealing description. I do not know exactly why He called them that but it evidently reflects something of their disposition, their temperament. We do know that they were somewhat spoiled young men and a bit selfish. It was they who came with their mother and asked Jesus for a place, one at His right hand and one at His left hand, when He came into His kingdom. 

Then there was stubborn, unmovable, doubting THOMAS, and mousy, retiring, introspective PHILIP, and the practical, hard-headed Scotsman, ANDREW, and all the others. They were sometimes most disappointing and frequently very disagreeable. There are even occasions when the Lord, almost in exasperation, says, "How much longer must I put up with the likes of you?” So if you think these men were easy to LOVE, you are sadly mistaken. 

There is that occasion in Luke 17:3-4 when the Lord said to them:-

3.  "Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. 

4.  "And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times in a day returns to you, saying, `I repent,' you shall forgive him.''

 If your imagination fills in the details of that, you can see the apostles looking at one another and, thinking of the difficulty they have in even forgiving one another once, let alone 7 times.!! In one accord they turned to the Lord and said, "Lord, increase our faith!" {Luke 17:5}. 

There was JUDAS, too, who betrayed Him, whom the Lord knew was working against Him from the very beginning. 

Yet the wonderful truth is, He LOVED these men, loved every one of them. He was sometimes displeased with them, He was irritated by them, He was exasperated by them, but He LOVED them.!!

Now the apostle John not only WROTE about love but he also PRACTICED it. One of his favourite names for his readers is “Beloved.” He felt real love for them. John is known as the “Apostle of Love” because in his Gospel and his epistles he gives such prominence to this particular subject. 

However, John was NOT ALWAYS the “Apostle of Love.” As I mentioned earlier, at one time Jesus gave John and his brother James, both of whom had hot tempers, the nickname “Boanerges” which means “sons of thunder.”   (Mark 3:17) On another occasion these two hot- headed brothers wanted to call down fire from heaven to destroy a village. (Luke 9:51-56).

Since the New Testament was written in Greek, the writers were often able to use more precise language. It is unfortunate that our English word LOVE has so many shades of meaning (some of them contradictory). When we read in 1st John about “LOVE,” the Greek word used is agape (ah-GAH-pay). This is the word for God’s love toward man. It’s the word for a Christian’s love for other Christians, - and it’s the word for God’s love for His church.   (Eph. 5:22-33).

It means "benevolent love". Its benevolence, however, is NOT shown by doing what the person loved, desires, - but by doing what the one who loves deems as NEEDED by the one whom they love. For example, "For God so loved the world that He GAVE." 

What did God give.?? NOT what man wanted, but what man needed as God perceived his need to be.!!! What was that.? His perfect Son to die on the cross as man's substitute and bring redemption and forgiveness, and to reconcile man to God.

God's "agape" love for man is GOD doing what He considers BEST for man, and not necessarily what MAN desires for himself. But for man to show love toward God, he must firstly appropriate God's agape love, for only God has such beautiful, unselfish love. Only a Christian can appropriate this agape love, and only when filled and controlled by the Spirit of God. According to the Word of God, this is the ear-mark, trade mark and hall mark that we belong to Jesus Christ.  

AGAPE love is the outworking, or result of our faith in Jesus Christ. AGAPE love is giving unconditionally to meet the needs of another person. You know, if you say you don't love someone, you have said more about YOURSELF than about that person. Specifically, you're saying that you haven't attained the level of spiritual maturity to love him unconditionally.

Another Greek word for LOVE, philia (fee-LEE-ah), used elsewhere, carries the idea of “friendship love,” which is not quite as profound or divine as agape love. The Greek word for sensual love, eros, from which we get our word erotic, is NOT used at all in the New Testament. This is the word that this secular world often confuses with “love”, but it is more often times, simply “lust”.

The amazing thing is that Christian love is both OLD and NEW. Now this seems to be a contradiction. LOVE itself, of course, is not new, nor is the commandment that men love God and each other a NEW thing.  Jesus boiled the Law down to just TWO things:- Love God and love your neighbour. 

Loving God and loving one’s neighbour were OLD, familiar responsibilities before Jesus ever came to earth. In what sense, then, is “love one another” a “NEW” commandment? Again, a look at the Greek helps to answer the question.

The Greeks had two different words for “new” - one means “new in time,” and the other means “new in quality.” For example, you would use the first word to describe the latest car, a recent model But if you purchased a car that was so revolutionary that it was radically different, you would use the second word - new in quality. 

(Our English words “recent” and “fresh” just about make this distinction. “Recent” means new in time, “fresh” means new in character.)

The commandment to love one another is not new in time, but it IS new in character.  Because of Jesus Christ, the OLD commandment to “love one another” has taken on NEW meaning. The commandment to love one another is not an appendix to our Christian experience, as though God had an afterthought. No.!! ……………;

It is in our hearts from the very beginning of our faith in Jesus Christ. 

If this were not so, John could not have written in 1st John 3:14:-“We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his {Christian} brother abides in death.”

Remember what Jesus said in John 13:35? "By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.'' 

At the end of John's life a man named JEROME, one of the second generation of Christian leaders after the apostles died, wrote about John, whom he had known. He said that John at the end of his life couldn't walk anymore or even sit upright. He would be brought into Christian assemblies on a stretcher by his friends. He would prop himself up on one elbow and whisper to the assembly, "Little children, love one another," and then lie back down. 

The next time they met, he would do exactly the same thing. Finally someone objected and said:-"We've heard that.  It's too simple. What further teaching can you give us, what other emphasis can you bring?" John's answer to those who objected was this:-"I say, 'Love one another' because it is the Lord's command, and if this is ALL you do, it is enough."

If we love one another from the heart with the love that God gives us, it means that we have settled all the other issues that interrupt our fellowship with God and with each other. It means we are walking in the light, confessing our sins, having joyful fellowship with one another, and not living a LIE anymore. It means that we are being honest with God, honest with others, and honest with ourselves.!!

By nature, an unsaved person may be selfish and even hateful. As much as we love a newborn baby, we must confess that the infant is self-centred and thinks the whole world revolves around his crib. The child is typical of an unsaved person. 

Titus 3:3 reminds us all of what we were like before we were born again from above by the Spirit of God:-“For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another.”

This un-retouched photo of the unbeliever may not be beautiful, but it is certainly accurate! Some unregenerate persons do not display the traits mentioned in that verse, but the works of the flesh are always potentially present in their dispositions. (Gal. 5:19-21)

When a sinner trusts Christ, he receives a new life and a new nature. The Holy Spirit of God comes to live in him and the love of God is “poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us”. (Rom. 5:5). God does not need to give a new believer a long lecture about love.!! Why not? Because He knows that this will eventually become clear to him through the teaching and guidance of the indwelling Holy Spirit.

1st Thessalonians 4:9:-“But concerning brotherly love you have no need that I should write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God {the Holy Spirit within you} to love one another; A new believer discovers that he now HATES what he used to love, and that he LOVES what he used to hate.!! 

The commandment to love one another is one of the most important commandments Christ gave us. In fact, “love one another” is repeated at least a dozen times in the New Testament. Christian love is not a shallow sentimental emotion that Christians try to “work up” so they can somehow get along with each other. It is a matter of determining—of making up your mind—that you will allow God’s “Agape” love to reach others through you, and then of acting toward them in loving ways. 

When one looks at Jesus Christ, one sees love embodied and exemplified. In commanding us to love, Jesus does not ask us to do something that He has not already done Himself. 

The four Gospel records are the account of a life lived in the spirit of love—and that life was lived under conditions far from ideal. Jesus says to us, in effect:-“I lived by this great commandment, and I can enable you to follow My example.”

Jesus illustrated love by the very life that He lived. He NEVER showed hatred or malice. His righteous soul hated all sin and disobedience, but He NEVER hated the people who committed such sins. Even in His righteous announcements of judgment, there was always an undercurrent of LOVE.

It is encouraging to think of Jesus’ wonderful love for the twelve disciples. How they must have broken His heart again and again as they argued over who was the greatest, or tried to keep people from seeing their Master. Each of them was different from the others, and Christ’s love was broad enough to include each one in a personal, understanding way. He was patient with PETER’S impulsiveness, THOMAS’ unbelief, and even JUDAS’ treachery. 

When Jesus commanded His disciples to love one another, He was only telling them to do as He had done. Consider too, our Lord’s LOVE for all kinds of people. Luke 15:1 tells us that the publicans and sinners were attracted by His LOVE, and even the lowest of the low could weep at His feet. (Luke 7:36-39). 

Spiritually hungry rabbi Nicodemus could meet with Him privately at night , and 4,000 of the “common people” could listen to His teaching for 3 days and then receive a miraculous meal from Him. (Mark 8:1-9) He held babies in His arms. He spoke about children at play. He even comforted the women who wept as the soldiers led Him out to Calvary.

Perhaps the greatest thing about Jesus’ LOVE was the way it touched even the lives of His enemies. He looked with loving pity on the religious leaders who in their spiritual blindness accused Him of being in league with Satan. (Matt. 12:24). When the mob came to arrest Him, He could have called on the armies of heaven for protection, but He yielded to His enemies. And then He DIED for them—for His ENEMIES.!!

In John 15:13 we read that Jesus said:-"Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his FRIENDS. But Jesus died not only for His friends, but also for His FOES.!! And as they crucified Him, He prayed for them:-“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”

In His life, in His teachings, and in His death, Jesus is the perfect Example of this new commandment, “Love one another.” And this is what helps to make the commandment “NEW.” In Christ we have a new illustration of the OLD truth that God is LOVE and that the life of love is the life of JOY and VICTORY. This is the secret of love and there is no other. 

But this “Agape” love from God is only available to those believers who are walking in the light in fellowship with God.!! Now comes the question, "HOW do you measure your progress in this?" HOW do you know how far along you have come, or whether you have even begun? John answers that in Verses 9-11.
In this introductory section of the Apostle John's first letter we have been noting what he has to say about maintaining fellowship with the Son of God. That is the secret of the abundant life. And this is exactly what Jesus came to earth to make possible for us. 

As Jesus Himself said in John 10:10b:- “I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”

Why is the apostle John urging believers to live a life of Christian love? Well verse 8-b says “because the darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining”. This reminds us of the emphasis John makes on walking in the light. 

TWO ways of life are contrasted. Those who walk in the light practice LOVE. Those who walk in the darkness practice HATRED.  The Bible repeatedly emphasizes this truth. But there is a conflict in this world between the forces of light and the forces of darkness. The literal translation of John 1:5 makes this quite clear:-“And the light is shining in the darkness, and the darkness is not able to put it out”. Satan is the Prince of darkness, and he extends his evil kingdom by means of LIES and HATRED. 

In Malachi 4:2, Christ is called the “Sun of Righteousness”, and He extends His kingdom by means of TRUTH and LOVE. The fact that you and the Lord Jesus share the same life together, makes it possible for you to love another person who may be difficult, disagreeable, or hard to live with. You can do this because the love of God is shed abroad in your heart by the Holy Spirit who indwells you. That is the ONLY way it can be done. 

NO man is an island. We have a responsibility to love each other with the love that God gives us. We have a responsibility to be open, frank and honest with God, with those around us, and also, with ourselves. But we will never find the SECRET of Agape love and true fellowship until we find it in the sharing of the life of Jesus Christ, - the Son of God. In the light of that new power it is now possible to perform the OLD commandment. 

Therefore, John says in verse 8 that, "the darkness is passing away." Do you find that true in YOUR life? Do you feel at home talking to the Father in intimate prayer? Are you beginning to SEE life from God’s perspective? – and from the perspective of eternity?

Now God does not say the darkness is past, because obviously there are still times of weakness, testing and failure. There are times when we become angry, resentful and even hateful toward one another, as Christians. But the darkness of hatred and indifference is rapidly passing away as the light of the nature of our Lord, the light of the character of God, is possessing us, gripping us, as we grow in grace and fellowship with Him.

Let’s now move on to verses 9-11:-

9.  He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until now. 

10.  He who loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him. 

11.  But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.”

This passage continues the illustration of light and darkness. IF a Christian walks in the light and is in fellowship with God, he will also be in fellowship with others in God’s family. The apostle John, in this text, refers to love and hate. Love and light go together, much as hatred and darkness go together. It seems as if there is no middle ground for John. 

The point he is making is that visible Christianity is characterized by God’s love manifesting itself through the believer. It is easy to talk about Christian love, but much more difficult to practice it. For a Christian to say (or sing!) that he loves the brethren, while he actually hates another believer, is for him to LIE. 

In other words (and this is a sobering truth), it is impossible to be in fellowship with the Father and out of fellowship with another Christian at the SAME time.!! This is one reason why God established the local church and the fellowship of believers. I believe that a person cannot live a complete and developing Christian life unless he is in fellowship with God’s people. 

The Christian life has TWO relationships:-The vertical which is Godward, and the horizontal which is manward). And each of these two relationships is to be one of LOVE. 

Jesus dealt with this matter in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5:21-26). Jesus said that a gift on the altar was valueless as long as the worshiper had a dispute to settle with his brother. It’s interesting that Jesus didn’t say that the worshiper had something against his brother, but that the brother had something against the worshiper. 

But even when WE have been offended, we should not wait for the one who has offended us to come to us; we should go to him to make the wrong right. IF we do not, Jesus warns us that we will end up in a prison of spiritual judgment where we will be chastened in this life and suffer loss at the Judgement Seat of Christ. (Matthew 18:21-35).

In other words, when we harbour an unforgiving, unloving spirit, we harm ourselves the most.!! The contrast between “saying” and “doing” is one we looked at before. (1st John 1:6, 8, 10; 2:4, 6). 

It is easy to practice a Christianity of “words”. You know, singing the right songs, using the right vocabulary, praying the right prayers—and, through it all, deceiving ourselves into thinking we are spiritual. This mistake also ties in with something else that Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount. (Matt. 5:33-37). 

What we SAY always should be the true and honest expression of our character. We should never swear by God’s Name making Him our witness that we are telling the truth about something. We should not need “oaths” to fortify what we say. Our “yes” should mean “yes” and our “no” should mean “no”. 

To use stronger language is to admit that Satan the evil one, rules our lives.!! So, IF we SAY we are in the light, we will prove it by loving the brethren. When true Christian love flows out of our hearts, we will find that we have greater understanding and perception in spiritual things. We will begin to SEE things as they really are.!!

John says that IF a person claims to be a Christian, that is, to be in the light, yet they hate those who are truly believers, they reveal that they are NOT a Christian at all. This is the essence of the message of verses 9 and 11. John says that these professing Christians who hate true believers are deceiving themselves and are certainly NOT Christians. He says that this is a sure sign that these make-believers are still IN the darkness. 

They are in the same state of darkness in which the whole human race is plunged and into which WE were all born. They have never been removed from that condition. Hatred is what darkens life.!!

To say you are in the light and yet hate a Christian is a basic denial of faith. We have seen this all along. Such an attitude of hostility, unconcern or indifference toward another is a mark of an unregenerate life. But notice that the apostle is careful to make a distinction between walking in the darkness, and being IN the darkness. There is a difference in walking in the darkness and being IN the darkness. A Christian may sometimes walk in the darkness but he is not a part of the darkness. 

Addressing Christians, the apostle Peter reminds us in 1st Peter 2:9 that God has called us OUT of darkness into His marvellous light. But John is saying that this person he is describing in verse 9 not only walks around in the darkness but he himself is IN the darkness. To be "in the darkness"  is to be unregenerate, to abide in spiritual death as you see also from 1st John 3:14:- “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death.”

Darkness and death are the same thing. A person who does not love a true child of God may profess to be a Christian, but the Scripture says he “abides in death.” He always WAS dead spiritually, and that is what he STILL is.!!

Christian love is NOT a shallow sentiment, a passing emotion that we perhaps experience in a church service. Christian love is a practical thing; it applies in the everyday affairs of life. 

Just consider the “one another” statements in the New Testament and you will see how practical it is to love one another. Here are just a few. (there are over 20 such statements):

Wash one another’s feet (John 13:14).

Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honour giving preference to one another;  (Romans. 12:10).

Be of the same mind toward one another. (Romans. 12:16).

Therefore let us not judge one another anymore. (Romans. 14:13).

Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory of God.  (Romans 15:7).

Able also to admonish one another.  (Romans 15:14).

Comfort each other and edify [build up] one another. (1 Thessalonians. 5:11).

Bear one another's burdens (Galatians. 6:2).

Confess your faults to one another. (James 5:16).

Be hospitable to one another without grumbling. (1 Peter 4:9).

In short, to love other Christians means to treat them the way God treats them, -and the way God treats us. What happens to a believer who does NOT love the brethren? We have already seen the first tragic result: - he lives in the darkness, though he probably thinks he is living in the light. (1 John 2:9). He thinks he sees, but he is actually blinded by the darkness of hatred. This is the kind of person who often causes trouble in Christian groups. He thinks he is a “spiritual giant,” with great understanding, when actually he is a babe with very little spiritual perception. 

One important action of “Agape” love is forgiveness. Now, a Christian can forgive. He can, of course, delude himself into going along with the world's attitude that he cannot forgive, for it is true that the unsaved cannot truly forgive. 

When the unsaved hates he finds himself locked in an unbreakable grip that he cannot get away from. Hatred, bitterness, and resentment will follow him down through the years. But when the Son of God comes into his life, the power of the evil one is broken, and he is delivered from this, and can find it in his heart to truly forgive. 

But Christians still must make a conscious decision to forgive. God is not going to make us forgive apart from our own will, - though the ability for Him to do so is there. Forgiveness speaks volumes about our Christian walk. 

In the days of the American Civil War there lived at Pennsylvania, a Baptist pastor by the name of Peter Miller who enjoyed the friendship of General Washington. There also dwelt in that town one Michael Wittman, an evil-minded man who did all in his power to abuse and oppose this pastor. One day Michael Wittman was involved in treason and was arrested and sentenced to death. The old preacher started out on foot and walked the whole 112 Kms to Philadelphia to plead for this man’s life. 

He was admitted into Washington’s presence and at once begged for the life of the traitor. Washington said, "No, Peter, I cannot grant you the life of your friend." The preacher exclaimed, "My friend, he is the bitterest enemy I have." Washington cried,   "What?   You've walked over 100kms to save the life of an enemy? That puts the matter in a different light. I will grant the pardon."    And he did.!! And Peter Miller took Michael Wittman from the very shadow of death back to his own home. - no longer as an enemy, but as a friend. Here is the power of forgiveness.!!

Now sometimes when you mention to a person that they ought to forgive someone, they may say:-"Why should I let them off the hook?"  Why should they get off Scot free? The answer to that is that you let them off YOUR hook, but they are never off GOD’S hook.!!  He will deal with them fairly which is something WE cannot do.!! If you don't let offenders off your hook, you are hooked to them and the past, and that just means continued pain for YOU.

Stop the pain; let it go.!!! You don't forgive someone merely for their sake; you do it for YOUR sake so YOU can be free.!!!  Your need to forgive isn't an issue between you and the offender; - it's an issue between you and God.!!

The second tragic result of a believer NOT loving the brethren is that such a believer becomes a cause of stumbling. It is bad enough when an unloving believer hurts himself, but when he starts to hurt others the situation is far more serious. It is serious to walk in the darkness. It is dangerous to walk in the darkness when stumbling blocks are in the way.!! 

An unloving brother stumbles himself, and in addition he causes others to stumble. Mark 9:42:-"And whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were thrown into the sea.”

Constantly the Lord’s servant must consider what effects his words and actions have on others. It is possible to cause another believer to stumble, causing life-long SPIRITUAL  damage. Jesus says that if you do that it would be better for you to be drowned with a millstone around your neck rather than to cause a Christian to stray from the path of holiness and truth. The way believers treat others in the family of God is a very serious thing.

The disciples did not get along too well with each other, nor did they get along with other believers. Therefore, it was necessary for Jesus to issue this stern warning, which of course, also applies to us today. 

A man who was walking down a dark street one night saw a pinpoint of light coming toward him in a faltering way. He thought perhaps the person carrying the light was ill or drunk; but as he drew nearer he could see a man with a flashlight carrying a white cane. “Why would a blind man be carrying a light?” the man wondered, and then he decided to ask. The blind man smiled. “I carry my light, NOT so I can see, but so that others can see me. I cannot help being blind,” he said, “but I can help being a stumbling block.”

The best way to help other Christians not to stumble is to love them. Love makes us stepping-stones; hatred (or any of its “cousins,” such as envy or malice) makes us stumbling blocks. It is important that Christians exercise love in a local church, or else there will always be problems and disunity. 

When we are falling over each other, instead of lifting each other higher, we will never become a truly happy spiritual family. Since believers come from different backgrounds, they do not always agree. 

In Paul’s day, they differed on such matters as foods and holy days. One group said it was unspiritual to eat meat offered to idols. Another group wanted strict observance of the Sabbath. There were several facets to the problem, but basic to its solution was: “Love one another!” Paul puts it this way in Romans 14:13:-“Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother's way.”

1st John 2:11:-“But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.” 

A third tragic result of hatred is that it retards a believer’s spiritual progress  It causes them to lose their way and not be aware of what hate is leading to. Now, what does John mean in verse 11 by hate? -- "He who hates his brother." 

The dictionary tells us that hate is:-"a feeling of extreme hostility or extreme dislike of another." That suffices as far as the definition is concerned. We know well the feeling, this dislike, this aversion to someone, - this sense of extreme hostility toward another. 

Ah, yes, but it can be expressed in TWO different ways. It can be active, in that we indulge in malicious talk or injurious actions toward another. We can strike them, or beat them, or throw our garbage over their fence, or mistreat them in some way. We can attack them, we can slander them behind their backs. We can do or say things in order to hurt other people. All these are active expressions of hate, and perhaps most of us think of hate only in this sense. 

But hatred is not just vicious thoughts and feelings about someone. Hatred can also be expressed passively and still be hatred. It can be expressed by indifference, by coldness, by isolation, by exclusion, and by unconcern for another. All of these things are a passive expression of HATE.

Someone has well said that indifference is the cruellest form of hate. You only need to read the Gospel records to see how true that is. What hurt our Lord most was not the active enmity of those who were trying to accomplish His death. What hurt Him most, was the coldness and indifference of those who once followed Him yet turned aside from Him and idly stood by as He was put to death. So whether it is an attitude of active hostility or cold indifference, it is a form of HATRED.

And John says that this kind of person who habitually lives in this kind of hatred is NOT a Christian. No book in the Bible illustrates the blinding power of hatred like the Book of Esther. The events recorded there take place in Persia, where many of the Jews were living after the Captivity. Haman, one of the king’s chief men, had a burning hatred for the Jews. The only way he could satisfy this hatred was to see the whole nation destroyed. He plunged ahead in an evil plot, completely blind to the fact that the Jews would win and that he himself would be destroyed.

Hatred is blinding people today too. Our papers today are filled with crimes of ruthless violence. Our news reports reveal extraordinary unusual incidences of appalling, senseless violence. 

People are asking, where is all this coming from? Why is it that this kind of thing is breaking out all over the country? Remember the Words of our Lord in Matthew 24:12?  "And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.”  

There is an inevitable consequence here. When the moral life of a nation degenerates to the place where immorality and wickedness abound, then there is a hardening, a stultifying of the life of that nation. The love that is intended to be like a fire in the heart of man grows cold and unresponsive, and, as a result, there come outbreaks of senseless violence and lawlessness. 

The Apostle John is tracing the same thing here. He says that he who hates his brother is in the darkness and has no idea where it will lead to. He does not know where he is going. He is stumbling through life disoriented and confused. He has NO understanding that this can lead to murder, or to violent confusion, to heartache and heartbreak. He goes blindly on, stumbling on in his hateful attempt to do evil to his friend, or brother, or companion, or whoever it may be. 

But the result is, he is only damaging himself and all that he loves and holds dear in life. He has NO idea where he is going. He has completely lost his direction in life. Furthermore, he is blinded. John says, "the darkness has blinded his eyes." The word that is used here is a word that means "to make insensitive".

It implies that IF we live in this way, we ultimately come to the place where we no longer can respond. Hatred grips us and hardens our heart and it is no longer able to be softened by any force that comes upon us. This is the warning that runs all through the Scriptures about the nature of human life. When we give way to feelings of hatred we inevitably harden our own hearts. 

John says, only the unbeliever can do this. It is true however, that a Christian may temporarily succumb to this kind of thing at some stage in their life. IF this were not so there would not be those pleas in the New Testament for the Christian to put away malice, anger, hatred and all the other things. 

1st John 1:6 confirms that it is possible for a Christian to walk in darkness:-“If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.”

Yes, a believer can walk in darkness, temporarily, but he no longer is IN the darkness. He is no longer a child of darkness.  The light of God's love has come into his heart. 

IF a person is NOT aware of a fierce inner struggle between the expression of hate and a sense of real, benevolent concern for others, and IF he is not conscious of guilt over his attitude of hate, then he ought to wonder whether he has really passed from death unto life. Just as the fruits and flowers NEED sunshine, so God’s people need LOVE if they are going to grow spiritually. We must know and apply this love in our own daily experiences in life. 

Thus far, we have seen the negative side of 1st John 2:9-11; - now let’s look at the positive. IF we practice Christian love, what will the results be? First of all, we will be living in the light—living in fellowship with God and with our Christian brothers. Second, we will not stumble or become stumbling blocks to others. And, third, we will grow spiritually and will progress toward Christ-likeness.

At this point, we should think about the contrast between the ugly “works of the flesh” and the beautiful fruit of the Holy Spirit:-“Love, joy, peace, patience, gentleness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, and self-control” (Gal. 5:22-23).

When we are walking in the light, the “seed of the Word” can take root and bear this fruit in our lives. (Luke 8:11) And the first cluster the Holy Spirit produces is LOVE.!! But love does not live alone.  Love produces JOY.!! Hatred makes a man miserable, but love always brings him JOY.

A Christian couple came to see a pastor because their marriage was beginning to fall apart. “We’re both saved,”  the discouraged husband said, “but we just aren’t happy together. There’s no joy in our home.” 

As the pastor talked with them and they considered together what the Bible has to say, one fact became clear:-Both the husband and wife were nursing grudges. Each recalled many annoying and hurtful little things the other had done! “IF you two really loved each other,” said the pastor, “you wouldn’t file these hurts away in your hearts. 

Grudges fester in our hearts like infected sores, and poison the whole system.” Then he read from 1st Corinthians 13:5 that, “[Love] thinks no evil”. He explained, “This means that love never keeps records of things others do that hurt us. When we truly love someone, our love covers their sins against us and helps to heal the wounds they cause.” 

This point is also brought out in 1st Peter 4:8:-“And above all things have fervent love for one another, for "love will cover a multitude of sins.''

Instead of keeping records of the things that hurt, - start remembering the things that please. Instead of keeping records of each other’s shortcomings, praise them and encourage them for the good things that they do. An unforgiving spirit always breeds poison, but a loving spirit that sees and remembers the best always produces harmony, happiness and peace.

This type of LOVE will NOT publicize the failings and faults of other believers, but will protect them from public view. Someone has said, “HATRED makes the WORST of everything, - LOVE is entitled to bury things out of sight.” 

By the way, the statement in 1st Peter 4:8 that “love will cover a multitude of sins”  should never be taken as a doctrinal explanation of how sins are put away.!! The guilt and penalty of sins can ONLY be removed by the precious blood of Jesus Christ.!! Neither should that statement be used to condone sin or to relieve an assembly from its responsibility to discipline an offender. It means that true love is able to overlook minor faults,  failures  and shortcomings in other believers.

Let us try to “see Christ”  in our brethren instead of magnifying their minor faults and  failures.!! Did you know that a Christian who walks in love is always experiencing some new joy because the “fruit of the Spirit” is LOVE and JOY.  And when we blend “love” and “joy,” we will have “peace” - and peace helps to produce “patience.” In other words, walking in the light and walking in love, is the SECRET of Christian growth, which nearly always begins with LOVE.

Now, ALL of us must admit that we cannot generate true Christian love under our OWN power. Agape love is God’s very own love, so this love MUST come from Him. By nature, we are selfish and hateful.  It is only as God’s Spirit floods our hearts with His love that we, in turn, can love one another. The Spirit of God makes the commandment, “Love one another,” into a new and exciting day-by-day experience. 

IF we walk in the light, God’s Spirit produces love in and through our lives. IF we walk in darkness, our own selfish sin nature produces hatred. The Christian life—the life that is real—is a beautiful blending of “something OLD, with something NEW.” 

When you stop to think about it, the Holy Spirit never grows old.!! He is always eternally young.!! And He is the only Person on earth today who was here centuries ago when Jesus lived, taught, died, and rose again. He is the only One who can take “old truth” and make it fresh and new in our daily experience at this present time.

There are other exciting truths in the rest of John’s letter, but if we fail to obey in this matter of love, the rest of the letter may well be “darkness” to us. Perhaps the best thing we can do, right now, is to search our hearts to see if we hold anything against a brother, or sister, or if someone has anything against us. The life that is real is an honest life—and it is a life of doing, NOT merely saying or hearing.!! It is a life of active love in Christ. This means forgiveness, kindness, long-suffering, compassion and sincerity. But it also means joy, peace, victory and fulfilment. 

As far as a Christian is concerned, there are 2 courses in life available for him or her to follow. Let’s call these 2 courses, “Course A” and “Course B” 

The guiding principle from God regarding “Course A” can be summed up in perhaps just 1 verse of the Bible:-Proverbs 3:5-6:-“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.” 

Untold numbers of Christians are spiritually unaware and defeated in their daily lives. They don't realize that there is a battle going on for their MINDS. When struggling believers perceive the nature of the conflict and realize that they can be transformed by the renewing of their minds, they will experience freedom.

Faith is God's way for man to live and reason is man's way, but faith and man's ability to rationalize are often in conflict. It's not that faith is unreasonable, nor am I suggesting that you ignore your responsibility to think. On the contrary, we are required by God to think and choose. God is a rational God and He does work through our ability to reason. 

The problem is that our ability to reason is limited. The Lord said in Isaiah 55:9:-"For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.” We are incapable of determining God's thoughts through human reasoning, therefore we are dependent on divine revelation. Consequently, we can live God's way -  operating by faith, which I like to call Course A……..; 

OR, we can live our way - operating by our limited ability to reason, which is Course B. Course B is based on our tendency to rationalize, - "I don't see it God's way"  or, "I don't believe it,"  so we do it our way. Solomon urged us always to live God's way when he wrote in Proverbs 3:5-6:- ”lean not on your own understanding; (Course B),

but "in all your ways acknowledge Him" (Course A) 

The strength of Course A in your life is determined by your personal conviction that God's way is always right and by how committed you are to obey Him. The strength of Course B is determined by the amount of time and energy you invest in entertaining thoughts and plans which are contrary to God's Word. 

You may even know that God's way is best. But the moment you begin to entertain thoughts or ideas which are contrary to God's Word, you have established Course B as an escape route in case Course A should fail. Is it rational to choose OUR way over God's way?

Now what is the SOURCE of Course B? James 1:7-8:-

7.  “For let not that man {THE DOUBTING MAN} suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 

8.  he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.”

When you continue to sway between God's Course A and your Course B, your spiritual growth will be stunted. Not only that, your maturity in Christ will be blocked, and your daily experience as a Christian will be marked by disillusionment, discouragement and defeat. 

Where do Course B thoughts come from? There are TWO primary sources. Firstly, your flesh still generates humanistic thoughts and ideas. Your flesh is that part of you which was trained to live independently of God before you became a Christian. At that time there was NO “Course A” in your life; you were separated from God, ignorant of His ways, and determined to succeed and survive by your OWN efforts and abilities. 

When you were born again, God gave you a new nature and you became a new creation, but nobody pressed the CLEAR button in your brain. You brought with you into your new faith ALL the OLD Course B habits and thought patterns of the flesh.!! So while your NEW self desires to live dependently on God and follow Course A, your flesh persists in suggesting Course B ways to live independently of God.

Secondly, there is an ingeniously brilliant, but thoroughly EVIL creature very active in the world today who has opposed Course A in God's human creation since the Garden of Eden. Satan and his demons are relentless in their attempts to establish negative, destructive worldly patterns of thought in your mind which will in turn produce negative, worldly patterns of behaviour. The essence of the battle for the MIND is the conflict between Course A, living God's way by faith, and Course B, living man's way by following the impulses of the world, the flesh and the devil.

You may feel like you are the helpless victim in this battle, being slapped back and forth like a puck in a match between rival hockey teams.  But you are anything but helpless.!! In fact, you are the one who determines the winner in every skirmish between Course A and Course B. Your attitude and obedience toward God and His Word decides who the winner is, - and who it is that rules in your life.

When you are walking in the light you have fellowship with God and with fellow believers. You are able to manifest God’s wonderful “Agape” love in your life. You are living according to Course A.!!

When you are walking in darkness you have no fellowship with God nor with fellow believers. Neither can you manifest God’s wonderful “Agape” love in your life. You are living according to Course B.!!

In this introductory section of the Apostle John's first letter we have been noting what he has to say about maintaining fellowship with the Son of God. That is the secret of the abundant life. And this is exactly what Jesus came to earth to make possible for us. 

As Jesus Himself said in John 10:10b:- “I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”

Why is the apostle John urging believers to live a life of Christian love? Well verse 8-b says “because the darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining”. This reminds us of the emphasis John makes on walking in the light. 

TWO ways of life are contrasted. Those who walk in the light practice LOVE. Those who walk in the darkness practice HATRED.  The Bible repeatedly emphasizes this truth. But there is a conflict in this world between the forces of light and the forces of darkness. The literal translation of John 1:5 makes this quite clear:-“And the light is shining in the darkness, and the darkness is not able to put it out”. Satan is the Prince of darkness, and he extends his evil kingdom by means of LIES and HATRED. 

In Malachi 4:2, Christ is called the “Sun of Righteousness”, and He extends His kingdom by means of TRUTH and LOVE. The fact that you and the Lord Jesus share the same life together, makes it possible for you to love another person who may be difficult, disagreeable, or hard to live with. You can do this because the love of God is shed abroad in your heart by the Holy Spirit who indwells you. That is the ONLY way it can be done. 

NO man is an island. We have a responsibility to love each other with the love that God gives us. We have a responsibility to be open, frank and honest with God, with those around us, and also, with ourselves. But we will never find the SECRET of Agape love and true fellowship until we find it in the sharing of the life of Jesus Christ, - the Son of God. In the light of that new power it is now possible to perform the OLD commandment. 

Therefore, John says in verse 8 that, "the darkness is passing away." Do you find that true in YOUR life? Do you feel at home talking to the Father in intimate prayer? Are you beginning to SEE life from God’s perspective? – and from the perspective of eternity?

Now God does not say the darkness is past, because obviously there are still times of weakness, testing and failure. There are times when we become angry, resentful and even hateful toward one another, as Christians. But the darkness of hatred and indifference is rapidly passing away as the light of the nature of our Lord, the light of the character of God, is possessing us, gripping us, as we grow in grace and fellowship with Him.

Let’s now move on to verses 9-11:-

9.  He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until now. 

10.  He who loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him. 

11.  But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.”

This passage continues the illustration of light and darkness. IF a Christian walks in the light and is in fellowship with God, he will also be in fellowship with others in God’s family. The apostle John, in this text, refers to love and hate. Love and light go together, much as hatred and darkness go together. It seems as if there is no middle ground for John. 

The point he is making is that visible Christianity is characterized by God’s love manifesting itself through the believer. It is easy to talk about Christian love, but much more difficult to practice it. For a Christian to say (or sing!) that he loves the brethren, while he actually hates another believer, is for him to LIE. 

In other words (and this is a sobering truth), it is impossible to be in fellowship with the Father and out of fellowship with another Christian at the SAME time.!! This is one reason why God established the local church and the fellowship of believers. I believe that a person cannot live a complete and developing Christian life unless he is in fellowship with God’s people. 

The Christian life has TWO relationships:-The vertical which is Godward, and the horizontal which is manward). And each of these two relationships is to be one of LOVE. 

Jesus dealt with this matter in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5:21-26). Jesus said that a gift on the altar was valueless as long as the worshiper had a dispute to settle with his brother. It’s interesting that Jesus didn’t say that the worshiper had something against his brother, but that the brother had something against the worshiper. 

But even when WE have been offended, we should not wait for the one who has offended us to come to us; we should go to him to make the wrong right. IF we do not, Jesus warns us that we will end up in a prison of spiritual judgment where we will be chastened in this life and suffer loss at the Judgement Seat of Christ. (Matthew 18:21-35).

In other words, when we harbour an unforgiving, unloving spirit, we harm ourselves the most.!! The contrast between “saying” and “doing” is one we looked at before. (1st John 1:6, 8, 10; 2:4, 6). 

It is easy to practice a Christianity of “words”. You know, singing the right songs, using the right vocabulary, praying the right prayers—and, through it all, deceiving ourselves into thinking we are spiritual. This mistake also ties in with something else that Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount. (Matt. 5:33-37). 

What we SAY always should be the true and honest expression of our character. We should never swear by God’s Name making Him our witness that we are telling the truth about something. We should not need “oaths” to fortify what we say. Our “yes” should mean “yes” and our “no” should mean “no”. 

To use stronger language is to admit that Satan the evil one, rules our lives.!! So, IF we SAY we are in the light, we will prove it by loving the brethren. When true Christian love flows out of our hearts, we will find that we have greater understanding and perception in spiritual things. We will begin to SEE things as they really are.!!

John says that IF a person claims to be a Christian, that is, to be in the light, yet they hate those who are truly believers, they reveal that they are NOT a Christian at all. This is the essence of the message of verses 9 and 11. John says that these professing Christians who hate true believers are deceiving themselves and are certainly NOT Christians. He says that this is a sure sign that these make-believers are still IN the darkness. 

They are in the same state of darkness in which the whole human race is plunged and into which WE were all born. They have never been removed from that condition. Hatred is what darkens life.!!

To say you are in the light and yet hate a Christian is a basic denial of faith. We have seen this all along. Such an attitude of hostility, unconcern or indifference toward another is a mark of an unregenerate life. But notice that the apostle is careful to make a distinction between walking in the darkness, and being IN the darkness. There is a difference in walking in the darkness and being IN the darkness. A Christian may sometimes walk in the darkness but he is not a part of the darkness. 

Addressing Christians, the apostle Peter reminds us in 1st Peter 2:9 that God has called us OUT of darkness into His marvellous light. But John is saying that this person he is describing in verse 9 not only walks around in the darkness but he himself is IN the darkness. To be "in the darkness"  is to be unregenerate, to abide in spiritual death as you see also from 1st John 3:14:- “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death.”

Darkness and death are the same thing. A person who does not love a true child of God may profess to be a Christian, but the Scripture says he “abides in death.” He always WAS dead spiritually, and that is what he STILL is.!!

Christian love is NOT a shallow sentiment, a passing emotion that we perhaps experience in a church service. Christian love is a practical thing; it applies in the everyday affairs of life. 

Just consider the “one another” statements in the New Testament and you will see how practical it is to love one another. Here are just a few. (there are over 20 such statements):

Wash one another’s feet (John 13:14).

Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honour giving preference to one another;  (Romans. 12:10).

Be of the same mind toward one another. (Romans. 12:16).

Therefore let us not judge one another anymore. (Romans. 14:13).

Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory of God.  (Romans 15:7).

Able also to admonish one another.  (Romans 15:14).

Comfort each other and edify [build up] one another. (1 Thessalonians. 5:11).

Bear one another's burdens (Galatians. 6:2).

Confess your faults to one another. (James 5:16).

Be hospitable to one another without grumbling. (1 Peter 4:9).

In short, to love other Christians means to treat them the way God treats them, -and the way God treats us. What happens to a believer who does NOT love the brethren? We have already seen the first tragic result: - he lives in the darkness, though he probably thinks he is living in the light. (1 John 2:9). He thinks he sees, but he is actually blinded by the darkness of hatred. This is the kind of person who often causes trouble in Christian groups. He thinks he is a “spiritual giant,” with great understanding, when actually he is a babe with very little spiritual perception. 

One important action of “Agape” love is forgiveness. Now, a Christian can forgive. He can, of course, delude himself into going along with the world's attitude that he cannot forgive, for it is true that the unsaved cannot truly forgive. 

When the unsaved hates he finds himself locked in an unbreakable grip that he cannot get away from. Hatred, bitterness, and resentment will follow him down through the years. But when the Son of God comes into his life, the power of the evil one is broken, and he is delivered from this, and can find it in his heart to truly forgive. 

But Christians still must make a conscious decision to forgive. God is not going to make us forgive apart from our own will, - though the ability for Him to do so is there. Forgiveness speaks volumes about our Christian walk. 

In the days of the American Civil War there lived at Pennsylvania, a Baptist pastor by the name of Peter Miller who enjoyed the friendship of General Washington. There also dwelt in that town one Michael Wittman, an evil-minded man who did all in his power to abuse and oppose this pastor. One day Michael Wittman was involved in treason and was arrested and sentenced to death. The old preacher started out on foot and walked the whole 112 Kms to Philadelphia to plead for this man’s life. 

He was admitted into Washington’s presence and at once begged for the life of the traitor. Washington said, "No, Peter, I cannot grant you the life of your friend." The preacher exclaimed, "My friend, he is the bitterest enemy I have." Washington cried,   "What?   You've walked over 100kms to save the life of an enemy? That puts the matter in a different light. I will grant the pardon."    And he did.!! And Peter Miller took Michael Wittman from the very shadow of death back to his own home. - no longer as an enemy, but as a friend. Here is the power of forgiveness.!!

Now sometimes when you mention to a person that they ought to forgive someone, they may say:-"Why should I let them off the hook?"  Why should they get off Scot free? The answer to that is that you let them off YOUR hook, but they are never off GOD’S hook.!!  He will deal with them fairly which is something WE cannot do.!! If you don't let offenders off your hook, you are hooked to them and the past, and that just means continued pain for YOU.

Stop the pain; let it go.!!! You don't forgive someone merely for their sake; you do it for YOUR sake so YOU can be free.!!!  Your need to forgive isn't an issue between you and the offender; - it's an issue between you and God.!!

The second tragic result of a believer NOT loving the brethren is that such a believer becomes a cause of stumbling. It is bad enough when an unloving believer hurts himself, but when he starts to hurt others the situation is far more serious. It is serious to walk in the darkness. It is dangerous to walk in the darkness when stumbling blocks are in the way.!! 

An unloving brother stumbles himself, and in addition he causes others to stumble. Mark 9:42:-"And whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were thrown into the sea.”

Constantly the Lord’s servant must consider what effects his words and actions have on others. It is possible to cause another believer to stumble, causing life-long SPIRITUAL  damage. Jesus says that if you do that it would be better for you to be drowned with a millstone around your neck rather than to cause a Christian to stray from the path of holiness and truth. The way believers treat others in the family of God is a very serious thing.

The disciples did not get along too well with each other, nor did they get along with other believers. Therefore, it was necessary for Jesus to issue this stern warning, which of course, also applies to us today. 

A man who was walking down a dark street one night saw a pinpoint of light coming toward him in a faltering way. He thought perhaps the person carrying the light was ill or drunk; but as he drew nearer he could see a man with a flashlight carrying a white cane. “Why would a blind man be carrying a light?” the man wondered, and then he decided to ask. The blind man smiled. “I carry my light, NOT so I can see, but so that others can see me. I cannot help being blind,” he said, “but I can help being a stumbling block.”

The best way to help other Christians not to stumble is to love them. Love makes us stepping-stones; hatred (or any of its “cousins,” such as envy or malice) makes us stumbling blocks. It is important that Christians exercise love in a local church, or else there will always be problems and disunity. 

When we are falling over each other, instead of lifting each other higher, we will never become a truly happy spiritual family. Since believers come from different backgrounds, they do not always agree. 

In Paul’s day, they differed on such matters as foods and holy days. One group said it was unspiritual to eat meat offered to idols. Another group wanted strict observance of the Sabbath. There were several facets to the problem, but basic to its solution was: “Love one another!” Paul puts it this way in Romans 14:13:-“Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother's way.”

1st John 2:11:-“But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.” 

A third tragic result of hatred is that it retards a believer’s spiritual progress It causes them to lose their way and not be aware of what hate is leading to. Now, what does John mean in verse 11 by hate? -- "He who hates his brother." The dictionary tells us that hate is:-"a feeling of extreme hostility or extreme dislike of another." That suffices as far as the definition is concerned. We know well the feeling, this dislike, this aversion to someone, - this sense of extreme hostility toward another. 

Ah, yes, but it can be expressed in TWO different ways. It can be active, in that we indulge in malicious talk or injurious actions toward another. We can strike them, or beat them, or throw our garbage over their fence, or mistreat them in some way. We can attack them, we can slander them behind their backs. We can do or say things in order to hurt other people. All these are active expressions of hate, and perhaps most of us think of hate only in this sense. 

But hatred is not just vicious thoughts and feelings about someone. Hatred can also be expressed passively and still be hatred. It can be expressed by indifference, by coldness, by isolation, by exclusion, and by unconcern for another. All of these things are a passive expression of HATE.

Someone has well said that indifference is the cruellest form of hate. You only need to read the Gospel records to see how true that is. What hurt our Lord most was not the active enmity of those who were trying to accomplish His death. What hurt Him most, was the coldness and indifference of those who once followed Him yet turned aside from Him and idly stood by as He was put to death. So whether it is an attitude of active hostility or cold indifference, it is a form of HATRED.

And John says that this kind of person who habitually lives in this kind of hatred is NOT a Christian. No book in the Bible illustrates the blinding power of hatred like the Book of Esther. The events recorded there take place in Persia, where many of the Jews were living after the Captivity. Haman, one of the king’s chief men, had a burning hatred for the Jews. The only way he could satisfy this hatred was to see the whole nation destroyed. He plunged ahead in an evil plot, completely blind to the fact that the Jews would win and that he himself would be destroyed.

Hatred is blinding people today too. Our papers today are filled with crimes of ruthless violence. Our news reports reveal extraordinary unusual incidences of appalling, senseless violence. 

People are asking, where is all this coming from? Why is it that this kind of thing is breaking out all over the country? Remember the Words of our Lord in Matthew 24:12?  "And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.”  

There is an inevitable consequence here. When the moral life of a nation degenerates to the place where immorality and wickedness abound, then there is a hardening, a stultifying of the life of that nation. The love that is intended to be like a fire in the heart of man grows cold and unresponsive, and, as a result, there come outbreaks of senseless violence and lawlessness. 

The Apostle John is tracing the same thing here. He says that he who hates his brother is in the darkness and has no idea where it will lead to. He does not know where he is going. He is stumbling through life disoriented and confused. He has NO understanding that this can lead to murder, or to violent confusion, to heartache and heartbreak. He goes blindly on, stumbling on in his hateful attempt to do evil to his friend, or brother, or companion, or whoever it may be. 

But the result is, he is only damaging himself and all that he loves and holds dear in life. He has NO idea where he is going. He has completely lost his direction in life. Furthermore, he is blinded. John says, "the darkness has blinded his eyes." The word that is used here is a word that means "to make insensitive".

It implies that IF we live in this way, we ultimately come to the place where we no longer can respond. Hatred grips us and hardens our heart and it is no longer able to be softened by any force that comes upon us. This is the warning that runs all through the Scriptures about the nature of human life. When we give way to feelings of hatred we inevitably harden our own hearts. 

John says, only the unbeliever can do this. It is true however, that a Christian may temporarily succumb to this kind of thing at some stage in their life. IF this were not so there would not be those pleas in the New Testament for the Christian to put away malice, anger, hatred and all the other things. 

1st John 1:6 confirms that it is possible for a Christian to walk in darkness:-“If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.”

Yes, a believer can walk in darkness, temporarily, but he no longer is IN the darkness. He is no longer a child of darkness.  The light of God's love has come into his heart. 

IF a person is NOT aware of a fierce inner struggle between the expression of hate and a sense of real, benevolent concern for others, and IF he is not conscious of guilt over his attitude of hate, then he ought to wonder whether he has really passed from death unto life. Just as the fruits and flowers NEED sunshine, so God’s people need LOVE if they are going to grow spiritually. We must know and apply this love in our own daily experiences in life. 

Thus far, we have seen the negative side of 1st John 2:9-11; - now let’s look at the positive. IF we practice Christian love, what will the results be? First of all, we will be living in the light—living in fellowship with God and with our Christian brothers. Second, we will not stumble or become stumbling blocks to others. And, third, we will grow spiritually and will progress toward Christ-likeness.

At this point, we should think about the contrast between the ugly “works of the flesh” and the beautiful fruit of the Holy Spirit:-“Love, joy, peace, patience, gentleness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, and self-control” (Gal. 5:22-23).

When we are walking in the light, the “seed of the Word” can take root and bear this fruit in our lives. (Luke 8:11) And the first cluster the Holy Spirit produces is LOVE.!! But love does not live alone.  Love produces JOY.!! Hatred makes a man miserable, but love always brings him JOY.

A Christian couple came to see a pastor because their marriage was beginning to fall apart. “We’re both saved,”  the discouraged husband said, “but we just aren’t happy together. There’s no joy in our home.” 

As the pastor talked with them and they considered together what the Bible has to say, one fact became clear:-Both the husband and wife were nursing grudges. Each recalled many annoying and hurtful little things the other had done! “IF you two really loved each other,” said the pastor, “you wouldn’t file these hurts away in your hearts. 

Grudges fester in our hearts like infected sores, and poison the whole system.” Then he read from 1st Corinthians 13:5 that, “[Love] thinks no evil”. He explained, “This means that love never keeps records of things others do that hurt us. When we truly love someone, our love covers their sins against us and helps to heal the wounds they cause.” 

This point is also brought out in 1st Peter 4:8:-“And above all things have fervent love for one another, for "love will cover a multitude of sins.''

Instead of keeping records of the things that hurt, - start remembering the things that please. Instead of keeping records of each other’s shortcomings, praise them and encourage them for the good things that they do. An unforgiving spirit always breeds poison, but a loving spirit that sees and remembers the best always produces harmony, happiness and peace.

This type of LOVE will NOT publicize the failings and faults of other believers, but will protect them from public view. Someone has said, “HATRED makes the WORST of everything, - LOVE is entitled to bury things out of sight.” 

By the way, the statement in 1st Peter 4:8 that “love will cover a multitude of sins”  should never be taken as a doctrinal explanation of how sins are put away.!! The guilt and penalty of sins can ONLY be removed by the precious blood of Jesus Christ.!! Neither should that statement be used to condone sin or to relieve an assembly from its responsibility to discipline an offender. It means that true love is able to overlook minor faults,  failures  and shortcomings in other believers.

Let us try to “see Christ”  in our brethren instead of magnifying their minor faults and  failures.!! Did you know that a Christian who walks in love is always experiencing some new joy because the “fruit of the Spirit” is LOVE and JOY.  And when we blend “love” and “joy,” we will have “peace” - and peace helps to produce “patience.” In other words, walking in the light and walking in love, is the SECRET of Christian growth, which nearly always begins with LOVE.

Now, ALL of us must admit that we cannot generate true Christian love under our OWN power. Agape love is God’s very own love, so this love MUST come from Him. By nature, we are selfish and hateful.  It is only as God’s Spirit floods our hearts with His love that we, in turn, can love one another. The Spirit of God makes the commandment, “Love one another,” into a new and exciting day-by-day experience. 

IF we walk in the light, God’s Spirit produces love in and through our lives. IF we walk in darkness, our own selfish sin nature produces hatred. The Christian life—the life that is real—is a beautiful blending of “something OLD, with something NEW.” 

When you stop to think about it, the Holy Spirit never grows old.!! He is always eternally young.!! And He is the only Person on earth today who was here centuries ago when Jesus lived, taught, died, and rose again. He is the only One who can take “old truth” and make it fresh and new in our daily experience at this present time.

There are other exciting truths in the rest of John’s letter, but if we fail to obey in this matter of love, the rest of the letter may well be “darkness” to us. Perhaps the best thing we can do, right now, is to search our hearts to see if we hold anything against a brother, or sister, or if someone has anything against us. The life that is real is an honest life—and it is a life of doing, NOT merely saying or hearing.!! It is a life of active love in Christ. This means forgiveness, kindness, long-suffering, compassion and sincerity. But it also means joy, peace, victory and fulfilment. 

As far as a Christian is concerned, there are 2 courses in life available for him or her to follow. Let’s call these 2 courses, “Course A” and “Course B” 

The guiding principle from God regarding “Course A” can be summed up in perhaps just 1 verse of the Bible:-Proverbs 3:5-6:-“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.” 

Untold numbers of Christians are spiritually unaware and defeated in their daily lives. They don't realize that there is a battle going on for their MINDS. When struggling believers perceive the nature of the conflict and realize that they can be transformed by the renewing of their minds, they will experience freedom.

Faith is God's way for man to live and reason is man's way, but faith and man's ability to rationalize are often in conflict. It's not that faith is unreasonable, nor am I suggesting that you ignore your responsibility to think. On the contrary, we are required by God to think and choose. God is a rational God and He does work through our ability to reason. 

The problem is that our ability to reason is limited. The Lord said in Isaiah 55:9:-"For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.” We are incapable of determining God's thoughts through human reasoning, therefore we are dependent on divine revelation. Consequently, we can live God's way -  operating by faith, which I like to call Course A……..; 

OR, we can live our way - operating by our limited ability to reason, which is Course B. Course B is based on our tendency to rationalize, - "I don't see it God's way"  or, "I don't believe it,"  so we do it our way. Solomon urged us always to live God's way when he wrote in Proverbs 3:5-6:- ”lean not on your own understanding; (Course B),

but "in all your ways acknowledge Him" (Course A) 

The strength of Course A in your life is determined by your personal conviction that God's way is always right and by how committed you are to obey Him. The strength of Course B is determined by the amount of time and energy you invest in entertaining thoughts and plans which are contrary to God's Word. 

You may even know that God's way is best. But the moment you begin to entertain thoughts or ideas which are contrary to God's Word, you have established Course B as an escape route in case Course A should fail. Is it rational to choose OUR way over God's way?

Now what is the SOURCE of Course B? James 1:7-8:-

7.  “For let not that man {THE DOUBTING MAN} suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 

8.  he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.”

When you continue to sway between God's Course A and your Course B, your spiritual growth will be stunted. Not only that, your maturity in Christ will be blocked, and your daily experience as a Christian will be marked by disillusionment, discouragement and defeat. 

Where do Course B thoughts come from? There are TWO primary sources. Firstly, your flesh still generates humanistic thoughts and ideas. Your flesh is that part of you which was trained to live independently of God before you became a Christian. At that time there was NO “Course A” in your life; you were separated from God, ignorant of His ways, and determined to succeed and survive by your OWN efforts and abilities. 

When you were born again, God gave you a new nature and you became a new creation, but nobody pressed the CLEAR button in your brain. You brought with you into your new faith ALL the OLD Course B habits and thought patterns of the flesh.!! So while your NEW self desires to live dependently on God and follow Course A, your flesh persists in suggesting Course B ways to live independently of God.

Secondly, there is an ingeniously brilliant, but thoroughly EVIL creature very active in the world today who has opposed Course A in God's human creation since the Garden of Eden. Satan and his demons are relentless in their attempts to establish negative, destructive worldly patterns of thought in your mind which will in turn produce negative, worldly patterns of behaviour. The essence of the battle for the MIND is the conflict between Course A, living God's way by faith, and Course B, living man's way by following the impulses of the world, the flesh and the devil.

You may feel like you are the helpless victim in this battle, being slapped back and forth like a puck in a match between rival hockey teams.  But you are anything but helpless.!! In fact, you are the one who determines the winner in every skirmish between Course A and Course B. Your attitude and obedience toward God and His Word decides who the winner is, - and who it is that rules in your life.

When you are walking in the light you have fellowship with God and with fellow believers. You are able to manifest God’s wonderful “Agape” love in your life. You are living according to Course A.!!

When you are walking in darkness you have no fellowship with God nor with fellow believers. Neither can you manifest God’s wonderful “Agape” love in your life. You are living according to Course B.!!

PASSAGE - 1ST JOHN 2:12-14:-

12.  “I write to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for His name's sake. 

13.  I write to you, fathers, because you have known Him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you have overcome the wicked one. I write to you, little children, because you have known the Father. 

14.  I have written to you, fathers, because you have known Him who is from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the wicked one”.

When John was called by the Lord Jesus Christ, he was found mending his nets. John is a mender. His written ministry comes in after the church has been in existence for several decades, and at a time when apostasy had begun to creep in. 

There was need of a voice to call people back to the original foundations and that is the ministry of the Apostle John. He calls men back to truth. When we begin to drift, when some false concept creeps into our thinking or into our actions, it is John who is ordained of the Lord to call us back.

It is in particular, this letter from John that calls us back, to mend the broken nets and to set things straight in our lives. We will find that to be his ministry, especially in 1st John. 

Last week I was in Japan. It was Springtime there and all of the Cherry blossoms were in full bloom. I love the Spring season. The coming of Spring results in a transformation of life. Everywhere you turn, you see all of nature begin to come alive again. Flowers start to bloom. The landscape turns green again. Life begins to reappear everywhere. Trees, - flowers, - plants of every description begin to grow. Spring reminds us that there is a principle of growth built into our world. 

Indeed, where there is life, there is growth. Living things grow. If they are not growing, there are only a couple of explanations. It might not be the time for rapid growth. For example, during the winter, growth slows to a standstill. You don’t expect things to grow then. And there are some things that do not grow at an even pace. The Chinese bamboo tree does absolutely nothing – or so it seems – for the first 4 years. Then suddenly, sometime during the 5th year, it shoots up 30 metres in just 2 months.!! Now, would you say that bamboo tree grew in 2 months, or 5 years? 

There are good reasons why we might not observe growth. But when it is time for growth and growth does not occur, then we have to ask ourselves another question. What is blocking the growth? You see, living things naturally grow. If they do not, then something must be keeping them from growing. 

And so it is with Christians as well. The Bible teaches us that the goal of every Christian believer ought to be to grow toward spiritual maturity. Indeed, God wants us to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ and into the likeness of Jesus Himself. 

The question we need to ask ourselves is a simple one. Where are we today in our quest for maturity in Christ? If you examine the state of the Christian church in our society today, and you compare the Australian church to the Biblical standard any honest person will come away with the conclusion that the single most pressing need in our churches is for Christians who are spiritually strong and spiritually mature. 

In our previous studies, John has highlighted the importance of:-

1. Having a personal relationship with the Father and with the Son of God though faith in Jesus Christ.

2. John then went on to show how vital it is to confess all known sins on a regular basis to the Father and to have fellowship with Him, with the Son of God, and with each other.

Now John introduces us to a THIRD factor which follows relationship and fellowship. He adds a word which we will find frequently on the pages of Scripture – spiritual maturity, - full growth, or, as you find it in the King James Version, “perfection”  This by the way, does not mean faultless, or sinless, for this is impossible while man still has a sin nature. 

Sadly, there are some dear Christians who are badly confused about the translated word “perfect” in the King James Bible. These people mistakenly believe that it is possible to reach sinless perfection while still in a mortal body. However, there are numerous references in the Word of God which strongly refute this.

One of those verses is 1st John 1:8 which says:-“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” God’s great desire for His children is that they reach spiritual maturity during their life on earth. 

But unfortunately, the curse and failing of the church has always been a predominance of immature Christians. Christians who never grow up, - Christians who cease their progress soon after beginning the Christian life. 

It reminds one of that familiar story of the little boy who fell out of bed. When his mother asked what happened, he said; - "I don't know,  I guess I went to sleep too close to the place I got in." 

This has happened to many Christians. They have never grown up. The Christian life is much more than meeting God at the Cross for salvation, - it is what happens AFTER that which is of supreme importance. Christians who have never grown up are always a problem and cause many difficulties. 

If you are a brand-new Christian, just come to know Jesus Christ, and still rejoicing in the thrill of this new-found relationship, I am not speaking to you. You are not a problem, for there is always room and provision for new baby believers in a family circle. But Christians who are still spiritual babies after 10, 20, 30, even 40 years of Christian life, these are the problem. They are immature, they refuse to grow up. 

John now comes face to face with this problem and in the text before us he describes THREE stages of spiritual development, - three levels of growth in the Christian life. The analogy that John gives for the three stages of Christian growth are, “little children, “fathers”, and “young men”. Bear in mind that none of these family words have any particular gender significance. These words have no relationship to physical age whatsoever, or to sex. 

It is possible for someone to be 60 years old and still be a spiritual child. And it is possible for a woman to be a spiritual “father” in the sense used here, - a mature, developed, full-grown Christian. Spiritually speaking, a young man of 30 can be a little child in Christ, a “father”, or a “young man”, according to the terms John uses here. These have no relationship to the time that you have been a Christian, the years since your conversion, or even to the position you may hold as a Christian. 

Now there are places in the Bible when masculine and feminine need to be distinguished from each other. There are some important truths that are related to the respective and unique roles of father and mother, brother and sister, and so on. But gender is not at all in view in these verses that we are looking at here. 

John addresses his readers according to the measure of spiritual maturity. So let’s look at these three stages of growth more closely.

Verse 12:- “I write to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for His name's sake.”

The “little children” of verse 12 refers to ALL Christians regardless of age or spiritual development. It also can just as easily be applied to mean “baby believers”, – those who are relatively NEW in the Christian faith.

The Greek word, “Technia” means “new-born ones”. So, we should consider it to mean both. Namely, “Baby believers new in the faith”, as well as ALL Christians in the family of God. We ALL begin the Christian life as “little children”. Certainly, John is speaking to ALL who belong to the Lord, and this is proved by the rest of verse 12:- “because your sins are forgiven you for His name's sake.”

Everybody was younger than John was by this time, so he calls everyone his “little children”. It refers to all the members of the family of God, but focuses on new, baby believers. Interestingly, John uses a different term for "little children" in verse 13. “Teknia”, which means “new born ones”, is used in verse 12, while “paidia”, which means children who are school-aged, is used in verse 13. 

“My little children”  found in our first verse, verse 12  is one of John's favourite addresses. He used the same term in verse 1 of chapter 2 when he said:-“My little children, these things I write to you, that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”

John is writing as a warrior who has survived the wars and battles of life. He is writing from a position of the most senior disciple; - the last living apostle. As a loving type of grandfather, he speaks to everyone as "my little children."  He is referring to the fact that they have become part of the family of God. 

Now, you cannot get into a family without birth. That is true on the physical level, and it is true on the spiritual level. In the Gospel of John, chapter 3 verse 3, Jesus said to Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, and a member of the court of 70 elders known as the “Sanhedrin”:- "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.''  

Jesus went on to explain to Nicodemus that the birth that He was referring to was a “spiritual” birth from above. That is the only way into the family of God, - spiritual birth through faith in Jesus Christ and in His sacrificial death on the Cross as our Substitute. 

What word of encouragement does John want to give to a newcomer to the faith, one who has just stepped into the glorious freedom of knowing Christ? We find it at the end of verse 12:- your sins are forgiven you for His name's sake. 

This forgiveness is the special joy of God’s little children, because God’s forgiveness does not come by degrees. Even the youngest Christian is completely forgiven. They will never be more forgiven. 

Forgiveness is God’s GIFT, - not man’s achievement! We can’t earn this forgiveness, nor do we deserve it. We're forgiven, NOT because we deserve to be forgiven, NOT because we're doing better than others, but on account of His Name. We have an awesome Saviour, who has paid the price and penalty for our sins. 

In His Name we are forgiven for what we did yesterday, for what we did this morning. There is no end to this remarkable experience of forgiveness, - the truth that begins our life in Christ. What a wonderful experience it is.!! 

Remember, in Pilgrims Progress, John Bunyan describes it as Christian is struggling through the “Slough of Despond”. He is SO discouraged, with a great and heavy burden on his back. Then he sees a cross a long way off and, finally, coming up to it, he feels the burden roll off his back and he has a great sense of release and freedom. 

That is the experience of the forgiveness of SIN. It is a time of tremendous emotional release. It is a time of great relief from guilt. No wonder we sing "O happy day, that fixed my choice on Thee, my Saviour and my God."

The next category of spiritual maturity is called, “fathers”.  In verse 13 we read:- "I write to you, fathers, because you have known Him who is from the beginning”. Remember that John is not referring to biological fathers, but to “spiritual” fathers.

Again, in verse 14 we read the identical words. John says the exact same thing twice about fathers. It seems as if that is all that needs to be said about those who are fully spiritually mature. 

And what is it that he says? What is the mark of this spiritual maturity? It is this – they have known Him Who is from the beginning. Who is Him? This obviously refers to our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Remember what John said at the very beginning of this letter in 1st John 1:1?:- " That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life….”  

John is saying that maturity is a relationship with God in all His infinite, amazing beauty. It is a relationship that is deep and fulfilling and challenging and new every morning and satisfying enough that we become freer and freer to think of HIM, - NOT ourselves. More and more we are captivated by the Lord's personality, His heart, His creativity, by the beauty and joy that make up Who He is. 

What is characteristic of spiritual fathers is that they have become able to think about someone other than themselves. They are overtaken by their sense of the Eternal One, the One Who is from the beginning. Spiritual fathers have come to know the awesome Creator, the Eternal Son of God, Jesus Christ in a deep and personal way. 

When John speaks of the fact that these fathers have known Jesus Christ, he uses a word which indicates that they "know Him by long experience." In other words, one who is spiritually mature has developed a deep and abiding relationship with Jesus Christ. A spiritual father is one who has been walking with Christ on a regular basis for a long time. One who is spiritually mature has had his or her life seasoned by maintaining a close and abiding fellowship with Jesus Christ. 

Because of their walk with Christ, these are they who reflect His nature and character in their lives. They are wise with His wisdom. They are steadfast and stable in His peace. They are merciful and kind because His love and peace abides in their hearts. They have been through the fires, the testing, the trials, the hardships and come out still trusting in God’s goodness, grace and faithfulness under ALL of these situations. 

This should be the goal for every one of us as believers. Our calling from God is for us to be made into the image of Jesus Christ by faithfully obeying Him consistently. A spiritual father is one who has come to know, by long experience, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

No one can become a “father”, in this sense, overnight. There must be years spent in fellowship together with the eternal Son of God. The inevitable result of that kind of activity is resemblance, - a mutual identity that grows out of such personal acquaintance over a long period of time. 

You often see this on the physical level, do you not? If two people live together a long time, know each other well, and are communicating -- talking back and forth -- they grow to be like one another. In a similar way, spiritually mature “fathers” progressively become Christ-like. That is their chief characteristic. They have left behind the signs of immaturity. 

Remember what Paul says, in that great love chapter of 1st Corinthians 13:11?:-“When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things.”  That is spiritual maturity, - to put away childish things. Spiritual “fathers” are no longer juvenile in their attitudes, no longer unstable, petty, flippant, but are steady, thoughtful, competent, easy to get along with. 

The next stage John indicates is that of spiritual “young men”. (young warriors) “I write to you, young men, because you have overcome the wicked one.”  (1st John 2:13-b)

The indicative mark here is that a young man has overcome the evil one. This is the mark of those who are growing, who are strong, who are moving into spiritual maturity. They have overcome the evil one.

What does that reveal? Firstly, it reveals that their eyes have been opened to the true nature of the struggle of life. 

As Paul put it in Ephesians 6:12:-“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”

As Christians, our problem is not people. We can see, feel and hear  THEM.!! And if necessary, we can avoid contact with some people. However, we must recognize that we are daily locked in an unseen, invisible battle against:-principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness.

As Christians, we are in a sense living in BOTH the spiritual realm and the physical realm. That is why God commands us in Ephesians 6:11 to:-“Put on the whole armour of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.”

But with regard to people, it is the immature Christian who says:-"If so-and-so would just leave me alone -- my boss, my mother-in-law, my daughter, my son, my husband, my wife, the A.T.O.-- if they would just leave me alone I would be fine. It's people who are my problem." 

But anyone who has learned to overcome the evil one knows differently. They know we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities and powers, against wicked spirits in high places, against world rulers in this present darkness. 

The battle is in the MIND, with ideas, with attitudes, with subtle and alluring temptations that come in hidden ways. The MIND is where victory or defeat in life is decided.

Since we came into this world physically alive but spiritually dead, we had neither the Presence of God in our lives NOR the knowledge of His will. Our MINDS were programmed to live independently of Him. We were mentally and totally pre-programmed and conformed to this world system that ignores God.

When we came to the Cross and became Christians, nobody pushed the CLEAR button in our pre-programmed minds. This is why God says to us in Romans 12:2:-“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”

Even AS Christians we can STILL allow our MINDS to be programmed by the world if we are not alert. We have to closely monitor what goes into our minds each day.!! These spiritual “young men” that John speaks about have had their eyes opened to the struggle and have come to grips with these powerful invisible forces that wreak such havoc today. 

Furthermore, they have learned to live deliberately and consistently in fellowship with the Son of God, for that is the only way to overcome Satan and his evil cohorts. You cannot do it by your own might. You cannot do it by your own intellectual power, - you will be beaten every time if you try that.

Countless men and women have been defeated for centuries by the wiles and the guile of Satan because they thought that in their own power they could match him and his evil forces. How wrong they were.!! How do you overcome these enemies of our souls? 

Well, as Paul puts it again in Ephesians 6:10:- “….be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.”    God’s best soldiers are those who are conscious of their own weakness and ineffectiveness, and who rely solely on Him.

In our own limited power we are weak, however, 1st Corinthians 1:27-b reassures us that:-“God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty;”

These spiritual “young men” have learned this valuable lesson. They have learned how to walk in the Spirit. They have learned to avoid the perils which John mentions earlier in this letter.

The peril of ignoring the light……...; The peril of denying the possibility of SIN in their lives….;AND the peril of rationalizing their sins, giving them more appealing and attractive NAMES.

They have learned to walk in fellowship with Jesus Christ by walking in the light and abiding in Him. YET, they are NOT yet mature. 

They are spiritual, but they are not yet mature believers. They cannot yet be classified as spiritual “fathers”. They still lack the full range of Christian experience. 

Now, there is great confusion in Christian circles at this point. Please note that there is a difference between “spirituality” and “maturity”. Spiritual maturity is the FINAL goal of every believer. It is what the Spirit of God is aiming at, - for you to be a grownup, mature, experienced Christian. Spirituality is the PROCESS by which you get there.!!

Maturity is produced by time spent in fellowship with the Son of God, - in time spent in walking in the light and abiding in Him. This precious time is the time when you have NO unconfessed SIN in your life. That is why a person can live for years as a Christian and NEVER mature.

You see, their years are NOT spent in fellowship with the Son of God, but in living their life outside this fellowship. We can see how this works on the physical level, too. 

You fathers here, suppose your little boy came to you, and said, "Daddy, I want to grow up to be big like you are. I want to be a grownup. I want to be as tall as you are, and as strong as you are. HOW do you do it?" What would you say? 

Would you say to your son, "Well, go and try hard to grow. Think about growth. Strain at it all the time. Do Chin-ups every morning when you get up, - constantly be stretching and thinking about growth. Work at it. That's the way to grow." 

Now, you would NOT say that, would you? You would say, "Son, if you EAT well, EXERCISE, sleep, and keep healthy, you can't help but grow. If you DO these things, growth will be automatic.!! You'll get there, eventually. Don't worry about growing, but give yourself to the conditions that make for growth and you'll get there." 

Now apply THAT to the Christian life. It is equally true.!! The key to growth is regular fellowship with the Son of God, - this will bring you spiritual health. 

Do you want to be a mature Christian, able to take whatever comes, able to keep your head when all about you are losing theirs and blaming it on you? Then, give yourself to the conditions that make for spiritual health and maturity:- Feast on Christ, EAT his Word, GROW in the knowledge of Him, think, talk, communicate with Him on a regular basis. 

And sleep, - relax and rest in Christ. Learn how to draw on His strength, NOT yours, and live in constant expectation that He is working IN you to do His good pleasure. 

And EXERCISE.!! Serve Him, obey Him, move out, take on things to do, open your eyes and step out to meet the needs that call out all around you, - the cries of suffering and anguished hearts, - the lonely and discouraged. 

When you do, you will discover that you have overcome the evil one, - Satan will never be able to get at you so easily again. And bit by bit you will become like Christ, - the most attractive, - the most fascinating, - the most compelling personality that ever lived. 

Let’s now move on to the last section of 1st John 2:13, which says:- “I write to you, little children, because you have known the Father.” 

John uses a different word here for children than the one he used in the previous verse 12. Here he uses the word, “Paidia” which means, "children under instruction,"  - children who are school-aged , if you like. The word, “paidia” here has more of an emphasis on a child’s immaturity and need for instruction.

“I write to you, little children under instruction, because you have known the Father.” In this the identity issue is solved. You know in whose family you are.!! You know what your name is because you know your Father's Name. 

However dysfunctional and chaotic our pre-Christian world was, the fatherhood of God becomes a source of wonderful security for us. Our new identity can't be taken away. 

In these first 2 verses, John discloses two great truths about “little children”. They are forgiven, accepted by God and know Him as their Heavenly “Father”. 

The first lesson the Holy Spirit teaches a new Christian is that he has come to a loving, eternally faithful and devoted Father. He has not come to a stern and austere Judge, as many think of God before we know Him in Christ; 

And certainly the new believer has not come to a senile, sentimental Granddad who gives him anything he wants. But he learns that he has come under the care and affection of a strong, tender, true Father, with a Father's heart. Is it not beautiful the way Paul puts that in the letter to the Galatians in Galatians 4:6? :-“And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, "Abba, Father!'' 

That is a baby's word for his father -- "Abba." Even baby lips can say that. It is the equivalent of "Da-Da," and, IF you would like to speak Hebrew, I suggest you start there for that is the Hebrew expression for "father." 

As the Lord makes clear, we are in the hands of a magnificent Father;  A Father who knows us and loves us, -   - Who has an intense concern for our development;  A Father who has numbered the very hairs of our head, and without Whom not even a sparrow falls to the ground; A Father who is aware of our deepest needs and is abundantly able to provide them. 

This verse 13 is addressed to believers who are still immature in their faith. Someone described a baby as "something with a loud noise at one end and no control at the other."  

That’s true, and it also points out that babies demand a lot of attention on our part because they have not yet learned to take care of themselves. This is a mark of childhood and immaturity.

What a glorious thing it is to see the birth of a new life in Jesus Christ, and to watch the joy of a baby with his Father, and the Father with the baby. But even that joy soon turns to sorrow if the baby remains forever an infant. And infancy is hard to live with, on a permanent basis. 

Any of you who have a baby in your house know that you are looking forward to the day when he begins to sleep all night through, and gets off this awful cycle of the bottle, which seems to demand attention every 20 minutes. You realize there are many problems about infants. 

The writer to the Hebrews lists some of these concerning spiritual infancy in Hebrews 5. He says the mark of an immature Christian is three-fold:- 

Firstly, an immature Christian cannot tell the difference between good and evil. Therefore, he is always getting into trouble, without realizing it. He goes charging ahead, thinking he has the answers to everything, and he ends up in trouble because he has not yet learned the difference between good and evil. He has not yet learned to distinguish between good, when it looks BAD, and evil, when it looks GOOD. 

Nor does he know how to adjust his behaviour to the Word of God. He is "unskilled in the word of righteousness," - that word which results in right conduct. 

And, thirdly, he cannot teach or help others, but needs to be taught again himself. 

Paul also scolds immature Christians because they have been Christians long enough that they ought to be teaching others but are, instead, in desperate need of being taught themselves. These are the marks of spiritual infancy.

Now, let’s move on to verse 14. In the beginning of verse 14, we see the exact same words to spiritual “fathers” as those in the beginning of verse 13. “I have written to you, fathers, because you have known Him who is from the beginning.”

The repetition of the same idea in verse 14-a shows that it is SO important that it should be emphasized. John wants to emphasize that the fellowship with Jesus Christ that people at this stage of spiritual growth have is true, deep and meaningful.

Sometimes we might think, "well, isn’t there more? It’s fine for these spiritual “fathers” to know Jesus Christ so intimately, but shouldn’t they go beyond that?" There IS NO beyond.!!

Paul, in his letter to the Philippians could say that he counted ALL his previous spiritual achievements as rubbish, compared to the surpassing greatness of just knowing Jesus Christ.  Philippians 3:7-10:-

7.  “But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 

8.  But indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 

9.  and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 

10.  that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death,”

Having reached the end of the growing process, these spiritual “fathers” have come to full growth. – to maturity And the rest of their life is devoted to the joy of experiencing, in a thousand wonderful ways, seeing GOD at work. 

Now John takes us back to the spiritual “young men” again in verse 14-b . “I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the wicked one.”

I believe John placed this last for a very important reason. He has already described these spiritual “young men” as those who have overcome the evil one. He repeats that again, but he ADDS this explanation:-"you are strong, and the word of God abides in you"  He put that last because here is revealed the secret of spiritual growth. 

What was the KEY to the growth of these spiritual “young men”? What was the KEY to their becoming spiritually strong? What was the KEY to their overcoming the evil one? We find in these young men the KEY to ALL spiritual growth. The key to spiritual growth is the Word of God.!!! 

These young men were strong because of the Word of God. They read, understood and digested the Word of God at every opportunity.!! The Lord Jesus Christ was able to defeat Satan in the wilderness by quoting the Scriptures.

Surely this emphasizes the importance of constantly feeding on the Bible and having it ready to repel the attacks of Satan? What makes a child, spiritually, become a “young man”, spiritually? Why, the Word of God abiding in him.!! 

What makes a “young man” spiritually become a father spiritually? The Word of God abiding in him.!! That is the SECRET of  spiritual growth. 

That is what will move him from one stage to another until at last he becomes a spiritual father, able to reproduce himself in others. It is by the Word of God abiding in him. Here, then, is the divinely designed instrument of growth, the Word of God. 

John says about them that, “the Word of God abides in you”. If we are to grow in spiritual maturity, the Word of God must abide in US as well.

You know, so many Christians today want a quick fix. They want somehow to be zapped by God and instantly changed from spiritual infancy to spiritual maturity. But it doesn’t happen that way. Growth is gradual, not instantaneous. 

We must recommit ourselves to be people who read and study the Word of God. We must be people of the Word if we are going to be like these young men – strong, energetic, and able to overcome the evil one. Only in that way will we ever come to the place of FULL spiritual maturity in Christ. 

Today, every believer here fits into 1 of these 3 categories. You are either a:-Little, immature child spiritually, or you are a :-Young man strong in the faith and moving toward full maturity, or, You have already reached the level of full, spiritual maturity. a spiritual “father”

I pray that all of us will make it our goal to make every effort to move forward toward spiritual maturity.

PASSAGE - 1ST JOHN 2:15-16:-
15.  “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 

16.  For all that is in the world the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life is not of the Father but is of the world.” 

John has told us previously that IF we walk in sin’s darkness, and claim to be in fellowship with God, we are lying. (1st John 1:6). John said that he was writing these things of 1st John to us that our joy may be full.

John’s epistle has also reminded us to exercise love—the right kind of love.!! (1st John 2:7-11)Now it warns us that there is a WRONG kind of love, - a love that God hates. This is love for what the Bible calls “the WORLD.”

Now, there are four primary reasons why Christians should not love “the world.”

The 1st reason that we shouldn’t love the world is because of what the world IS.!! But we must be careful to reflect here. The New Testament word WORLD has at least THREE different meanings. 

It sometimes means the PHYSICAL world, the EARTH:  Acts 17:24:-"God, who made the world [our planet] and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands.”

There is nothing wrong with that world. There is nothing wrong with loving the physical world. God has given us the world of trees and mountains, of skies and seas. God Himself created this world.!!

The New Testament word “WORLD” can also means the HUMAN world, MANKIND. We know it is NOT wrong to love that world because God Himself loves it. That most famous of all Scripture texts says so:-John 3:16:-"For God so loved the world {humanity} that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

That is the world of humanity, the world of people. "We Are The World,"  says the popular hit 80’s song. Sometimes these TWO ideas appear together:-John 1:10:- “He [Jesus] was in the world, and the world [earth] was made through Him, and the world [mankind] did not know Him.”     

But the warning, “Do not love the world”  is NOT about the world of nature or the world of men. Christians ought to appreciate the beauty and usefulness of the planet earth God has made. And Christians certainly ought to love the world of humanity — not only their friends, but even their enemies. So, what “WORLD” is the apostle John warning us not to love?

This “WORLD” named here as our enemy is an invisible, spiritual system opposed to God and Christ. The “WORLD,” that John is warning us against, is Satan’s system for opposing the work of Christ on earth. It is the very opposite of what is godly, holy and spiritual. 1st John 5:19:-“We know that we are of God, and the whole world {around us} lies under the sway of the wicked one.”

Jesus called Satan the “ruler” of this world” in John 12:31. Satan has an organization of evil spirits working with him and influencing the affairs of “this world.” (Eph. 6:11-12) 

Just as the Holy Spirit uses people to accomplish God’s will on earth, so Satan uses people to fulfil his evil purposes. Unsaved people, whether they realize it or not, are energized by SATAN:-This is made clear in various passages of Scripture, among them being:-Ephesians 2:2:-“in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, {Satan} the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience” {the unsaved}

Unsaved people belong to “this world.” Jesus calls them “the sons of this world”  in Luke 16:8. The realization that this world system is wholly EVIL is impossible for fallen man to comprehend apart from the Scriptures and the teaching and illuminating ministry of the Holy Spirit. 

When Jesus was here on earth, the people of “this world” did not understand Him, - nor do they now understand those of us who trust Him. 1st John 3:1:- “Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God!

Therefore the world {mankind} does not know us, because it did not know Him.” A Christian is a member of the HUMAN world, and he lives in the PHYSICAL world, but he does NOT belong to the SPIRITUAL world that is Satan’s system for opposing God. 

John 15:18-19:-

18.  "If the world {Satan’s system} hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you.

19. "If you were of the world, {Satan’s system} the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world {Satan’s system} hates you.”

Our Lord said that the world would hate us because it hated Him, and John says this is the world we must not love. 

We must not love that which hates Christ. The world hated Him because He constantly challenged its basic philosophy. He was in continual protest against that to which the world was irrevocably committed. Jesus challenged that concept wherever He went and whenever He spoke. 

Because He thrust so decisively against this, He was hated and men banded together to put Him to death. It was this philosophy which was ultimately responsible for nailing the Son of God to a bloody cross. Think about that for a moment -- this philosophy that says the only important thing is THIS life -- think how widespread that is today. 

Are we not constantly exposed to this false idea? Does it not subtly penetrate everything we touch today? 

We see it underlying all of life. It makes its appeal in every magazine. It is blazoned on every billboard. It is shouted abroad by radio and television, every time we turn a dial. 

It can be summed up by saying:-"There is nothing better, there is nothing higher, there is nothing more precious than what this earth can give you:-Its money, its pleasures, its fame. You had best eat, drink, and be merry, for there is NO nobler life than that." 

Now, John says do NOT love that idea, do NOT love that philosophy, - do NOT think it important. Be careful that you do not give yourself to that false way of thinking. Don’t get sucked in.!!

“The WORLD,” that John is talking about then, is not a natural habitat for a believer. The believer’s citizenship is in heaven, and ALL his effective resources for living on earth come from his Father in heaven. Philippians 4:19:-“And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”

I guess that we could liken a believer somewhat to a scuba diver. The water is not man’s natural habitat, for he is not equipped for life IN, or, under it. When a scuba diver goes under, he has to take special equipment WITH him so that he can breathe. Were it not for the Holy Spirit indwelling believers, and the spiritual resources we have in prayer, Christian fellowship, and the Word of God, we could never “make it” here on earth. 

"Well," you might say, "This Satanic system that controls fallen humanity  pervades everything around us, where does the battle begin?" The answer is: with "the things that are in the world." There is where we must fight this battle. 

It is not enough to say, “do not love the world”. It must be brought down to specifics. It must be reduced to that with which we actually come into contact with. 

So, John adds, "Do not love the world OR THE THINGS IN THE WORLD” -  and he defines these. He gives a list of them and says, "these are not of the Father but are of the WORLD." THAT is what is wrong. 

The world tries to buy our love with the multitude of things that it has to seduce us with. Cars, homes,  gadgets, and the status that goes with them all can really make our hearts feel at home in the world. 

What that world wants from us in return is our LOVE, as expressed in time, attention, and expense. It strives desperately to divert our attention away from God and away from Heavenly things. We are encouraged and persuaded to give our time, attention, and money to the things of this world instead of the things of God. This world VIES for the love and attention that we should direct toward our Heavenly Father.

Several years ago there was a movie entitled "Fatal Attraction" in which a man finds himself attracted to another woman. Instead of ignoring this woman, he yields to this temptation, no doubt thinking that it will only be a brief encounter. Instead, he finds himself trapped in an adulterous affair that threatens to destroy his entire life.!! 

John says that this world is a Christian’s "Fatal Attraction". Why is it that we are attracted to the very things which can destroy us? Is it because they appeal to our egos? Is it because we like to take risks? Is it because we like dangerous excitement? Is it because we’re just plain dumb?

Whatever it is, it is true that we are attracted to things that can destroy us. I suppose that we think that the thrill is worth it. How else can you explain bungee jumping otherwise? 

Unfortunately, Christians are attracted to the world and worldliness in much the same way. This is why we have this command NOT to love the world, nor the things in the world. It is there not to inhibit our fun-loving, adventurous spirit, but to save us from a world of grief and misery. This command is there because God does not want us to ruin our lives and not fulfil our potential.

This is a very clear negative command. “Do not love the world or the things IN the world”. It is in the negative. But we should consider it as a positive negative. It is a negative command that produces a very positive result. – if we obey it.!! It saves us from the devastating consequences of our infatuation with this godless world system. 

You see, we are tempted to believe that we can carry on an affair with the world and still follow Jesus Christ. “We can love the world and love God too, can’t we? Well, the straightforward answer to that question is an emphatic NO.!! John tells us that love for this Satanic world system and love for God are mutually exclusive.

Jesus made this very clear, too:- Matthew 6:24:- "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other…….”   

Jesus taught that materialism and love for the things of this world will enslave the HEART - the MIND and the WILL. It is so easy to become shackled by the material things of life, - when we OUGHT to be liberated and controlled by the Spirit of God. You cannot walk in two directions at the same time, - though some try.

But there is another and more serious reason why Christians must NOT love the world, nor the things in the world. It is because of what the world DOES to us.!! 

John continues to say in verse 15:- “If anyone loves the world, the love of  {for} the Father is not in him.” 

This phrase begins the first of three reasons why we should NOT love the world. An absolute God cannot fellowship with a Christian who loves the world. 

The word “IF” [in the Greek]  indicates that some Christians WILL love the world. They don’t truly love God, for they love something else. We need to know something about God before we can love Him; And we grow to love Him through studying His Word and having fellowship with Him in prayer on a regular basis.

If anyone habitually loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him as a vital constraining force any more. This person may love the Father but he no longer enjoys the Father’s love in his heart. “Things” of the world have crowded out the loving manifestations of the Father.

If we are in love with this Satanic world system and the things in it, we will NOT appreciate, nor crave for the love of the Father.  - It will not appeal to us. Mark this well:- Anything in a Christian’s life that causes him to lose his enjoyment of the Father’s love, or his desire to DO the Father’s will is worldly and must be avoided at all costs. 

In concluding verse 15, - some time ago a book was written on church life called, "The Frog In The Kettle." It was an interesting title designed to call to mind how it is SO easy for the Christian to gradually drift into trouble. 

Perhaps you could subtitle the book as "How To Boil A Frog." The way to boil a frog is NOT to put him in a pot of boiling water. If you drop him in the boiling water, he’ll jump out before he’s boiled. So you put him in a pot of COLD water, and he’s perfectly comfortable and at ease. Then you put him on the stove, and little by little the water gets warm. 

It’s very pleasant at first. By the time it gets a little warmer, he is swimming around like he is in a frog’s paradise. But finally, before he realizes the trap, the water is boiling, and it’s too late. That’s how you boil a frog. 

The parable of the boiling frog gives us great insight into how a believer can subtly adopt a sinful lifestyle. They don’t dive right in. - They slowly wade in. They start at the shallow end of the pool. - And slowly they find themselves getting in deeper and deeper. But it is so slow and gradual that they hardly realize it, until it is too late.!!

Let’s move on to verse 16:-“For all that is in the world the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life is not of the Father but is of the world.” 

John points out that the world system uses THREE devices to trap Christians. The lust (desire) of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. 

There is FIRST, he says, the lust of the flesh. And we have already seen many times, in the Scriptures that this word, “flesh”, is usually something other than the body. It is more than that. It is the sinful nature, - the sinful tendencies of humanity, - the fallen condition of man, which is present in the body. It is in this sense that the apostle uses it here.

These 3 same devices trapped Eve back in the Garden:- Genesis 3:6:-

“So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, [the lust of the flesh], that it was pleasant to the eyes, [the lust of the eyes], and a tree desirable to make one wise, [the pride of life], she took of its fruit and ate…...,”

So, what is the “lust of the flesh?” The lust of the flesh includes anything that appeals to man’s fallen nature. It refers to an inordinate affection, desire, or craving. It is a LUST. 

The New Testament mostly uses “lust” in the BAD sense. It is a craving that drives us to excess. Remember that the “FLESH” here does not mean “the body.” Rather, it refers to the basic nature of unregenerate man that makes him blind to spiritual truth.    (1st Cor. 2:14). 

We can tell the difference between a saved person and an unsaved person by finding out whether they have TWO  natures, or, just ONE. The Christian has TWO natures. We receive these TWO natures at TWO different births. We receive fallen “flesh” at our FIRST birth, - our PHYSICAL birth. We receive a DIVINE nature at our SECOND birth, - our SPIRITUAL birth. (John 3:3,7). 

2nd Peter 1:4 tells us that when we trust Christ and believe in Him, we become “partakers of the DIVINE nature.” This, of course, does not mean that Christians partake of God’s essence or His infinite attributes. Such a thing would be impossible. It means that we have now been given a divine disposition toward God which we never could have had as an unbeliever.

So, FLESH is the nature we receive in our physical birth; SPIRIT is the nature we receive in the second birth. And we cannot eradicate either nature once we have them. And what a battle these two natures can wage.!!     (Galatians 5:17-23)

It’s interesting, isn’t it that all the non-Christian has is sight,  feel,  smell, hearing and seeing. He has NO capacity to fellowship with the living God, nor to live for God. He may produce a TYPE of morality from the flesh but he cannot walk with God. He cannot ascertain the things of God. (1st Corinthians 2:14).  

No amount of religious perfume squirted on him will make a difference. Outside of Christ, he will always be flesh and nothing more than flesh. But the Christian has the potential to live for self, or, to live for God. The “flesh”, or the old Adamic nature cannot improve. It is eternally depraved. 

That is why we must be “born again” to receive the spiritual ability to fellowship with our awesome God. When a person receives Christ, he does not lose his fallen, sinful nature, but receives a NEW additional nature. 

Don’t lose sight of the fact that the sin nature still remaining in the believer is just as depraved as a non-believer’s sin nature. A Christian still has the same sinful potential as the non-Christian.  

The great apostle Paul discovered this as he states in Romans 7:18:-“For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find.”

The solution that God gives through Paul is found in Romans 13:12, and 14:-

Romans 13:12:-“….let us put on the armour of light.”  

Romans 13:14:-“But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfil its lusts.”

“put on the armour of light.”  means to put on the protective covering of a holy life. And these pieces of armour are detailed in Ephesians 6:14-18. Since God calls us “children of light”, we should live as “children of light”.

What does a Christian have to do with wild parties,  drunken brawls,  sex orgies,  vile excesses,  or even with bickering and envy?? Nothing at all.!!! 

The best policy that we can follow, is, first of all, to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ”. But what does this mean??

This means that we should adopt His whole lifestyle, live as He lived, - accept Him as our Guide and Example. But to do this, we must give the Holy Spirit control of our lives. He can produce in and through us what we cannot produce in ourselves.

Paul said in Romans 13:14 that we are to, “make no provision for the flesh, to fulfil its lusts.” The “flesh”  that Paul mentions here, is of course, the old, corrupt nature that is still resident inside of us. 

This sin nature incessantly cries to be pampered with:-Comfort, - luxury, illicit sexual indulgence, empty amusements, worldly pleasures, and materialism, etc.

But we “make provision for the flesh” when we buy things that are associated with temptation: We “make provision for the flesh” when we make it easy for ourselves to sin.; And when we give a higher priority to the physical than to the spiritual.

Now, some Christians don’t like to hear this, but God says that it is a fact, that:-IF we let our sin nature loose and run rampant, we could just as easily commit murder and adultery like David did.!! Even as Christians, because we still have our old sin nature, the potential is always there (if we allow it) to commit a multitude of sins.

Almighty God, speaking through the prophet Jeremiah said of man’s old sin nature:- Jeremiah 17:9:-"The heart  {“flesh” – “sin nature”} is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; Who can know it?”

In those two lines you have the explanation of ALL the misery and heartache and injustice and evil of life in the world today. It ALL stems from the fact that man has genetically inherited a SIN nature that is capable of every conceivable type of evil. In this passage, it is referred to as the “heart” – but it also refers to the “flesh”, or, the old sin nature.

The words, "desperately wicked" are translated in other sections of Jeremiah by the word, "incurable" Man’s lower creature nature is that wicked and corrupt that it is incurable!! 

Don’t you love that Hymn that says:-“Moment by moment we are kept in His love.”

Once we become Christians, a titanic tug of war begins to take place within the Christian. A new struggle for the sovereignty of our soul begins to take place. It takes the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit to WIN that war.

Galatians 5:16-18:-

16.  “I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 

17.  For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. 

18.  But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.”

The flesh and our new nature attempt to checkmate each other. There is a never-ending, constant struggle between the two. It all boils down to this:-IF the Holy Spirit controls the BODY, then we walk in the Spirit; - but if the flesh controls the body, then we walk in the lusts (desires) of the flesh.

You decide this matter by the decisions that you make each day. God has given man certain desires, and these desires are GOOD. Hunger,  thirst,  weariness,  and sex are not at all evil in themselves. There is nothing wrong about eating, drinking,  sleeping,  or  begetting children. But when the flesh nature controls them, they become sinful “lusts.” 

Hunger is not evil, but gluttony is sinful. Thirst is not evil, but drunkenness is a sin. Sleep is a gift of God, but laziness is shameful. Sex is God’s precious gift when used rightly; but when used wrongly, it becomes immorality.

Now you can see how the world system operates. It appeals to the normal appetites and tempts us to satisfy them in forbidden ways. In today’s world we are surrounded by all kinds of allurements that appeal to our lower nature.

Jesus warned Peter in Matthew 26:41 that:-The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.''

IF a Christian yields to it, he will get involved in the “works of the flesh” and Galatians 5:19-21 paints an ugly picture of that list. Everything God says about the flesh is NEGATIVE.  For example:-

In the flesh “nothing good dwells”.    (Romans 7:18). 

The flesh profits “nothing” (John 6:63). 

A Christian is to “have no confidence in the flesh”.    (Philippians 3:3). 

He is to make no provision for the flesh. (Romans 13:14). 

The second device that the world uses to trap the Christian is called “the lust of the EYES.” We sometimes forget that the eyes can have an appetite!  (Have you ever said, “Feast your eyes on this”?) The lust of the FLESH appeals to the lower appetites of the old nature, tempting us to indulge them in sinful ways. The lust of the EYES, however, operates in a more refined way. 

The lust of the eyes is the inclusion of the MIND in the process. It's the addition of fantasy, tantalization, illusion, appearance---mentally playing with things we desire. In view here are pleasures that gratify the sight and the mind. 

People who are enslaved by pornography are those in whom the lust of the EYES has taken root. These are people captivated by outward stimulus.  David lusted after the beauty of Bathsheba in much the same way.

You know, many Christians are very sly about their sins. They would never commit overt adultery but they commit adultery in their MINDS. They would never think of murdering anyone but they commit murder in their HEARTS. Some Christians are full of envy bitterness, anger and sour grapes. We must remember that what goes in our eyes and into our minds affects our whole attitude and outlook on life. 

Let’s recall the Words of Jesus on this matter:-Matthew 5:27-28:-

27.  "You have heard that it was said to those of old, `You shall not commit adultery.' 

28.  "But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”

Matthew 15:19-20:-

19.  "For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies. 

20.  "These are the things which defile a man…….”

Carnal Christians do not discipline their eyes under the power of the Holy Spirit. They choose to be controlled by the dictates of their sin natures. Some things inflame our passions and if we do not check those passions, we will be inviting a nightmare into our lives.

God commands us in 2nd Corinthians 10:5 to “bring every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,”

The word Paul uses and the reference he is making in that verse is to the imaginings of our MINDS. These are the fantasies we indulge in: The daydreams of power and of accomplishment that we feed upon endlessly; The lusting by which we attempt to satisfy inward sexual desires by feeding upon illicit sexual thoughts, mentally if not openly. 

You will never win the battle as long as you allow yourself to indulge in those kinds of fantasies.!!! That is why the apostle Paul, with all realism, faces us with the fact that we must bring these things captive unto Christ, and no longer permit them to engage our minds and hearts. These things are conquered by truth, by love, by faith, by righteousness, by regular prayer and by Christian service. These are the weapons of our warfare.

Back in the days of the Apostle John, the Greeks and Romans lived for entertainments and activities that excited the EYES. Times have not changed very much.!!  In view of some television shows and videos, perhaps every Christian’s prayer ought to be:-Psalm 119:37:-“Turn away my eyes from looking at worthless things, And revive me in Your way.”

But there are OTHER ways that a Christian can fall to the lust of the eyes. ONE example is being excessively fashion-conscious, - where you are unable to feel good about yourself unless you're wearing the latest clothes and have the latest hairstyle and drive the latest car. 

These people are seldom satisfied with what they already have. People who are totally consumed with personal appearance, clothing, and how they look before people, are guilty of this form of worldliness. 

The lust of the eyes is insatiability stimulated by what we SEE. We want more, more, more.!! We see it – we like it – we must have it! This results in the common but tragic phenomenon of "keeping up with the Joneses,"; The desire to have things we do not need, - bought with money we do not have, in order to impress people we don’t necessarily like.!! 

In Joshua chapter 7, a soldier called Achan, brought defeat to Joshua’s army because of the lust of his EYES. God had warned Israel not to take any spoils from the condemned city of Jericho, but Achan did not obey.  He explained in Joshua 7:21:- "When I saw among the spoils a beautiful Babylonian garment, two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them.”

The lust of the eyes led him into SIN, and his sin led the army into defeat. Remember that the eyes, like the other senses, are a gateway into the MIND. 

The THIRD device that the world uses to trap the Christian is called the “pride of life”. A literal translation of this phrase is "the boastful pride of life." In fact, the Greek word for “pride” was used to describe a braggart who was trying to impress people with his own importance. 

People have always tried to outdo others in their spending, - their achievements and their acquisitions. The boastful pride of life motivates much of what such people do. It is that feeling that somehow you are just a little better off than other people. It’s a type of “ one-upmanship” And you may even rationalize it as merely a statement of FACT. 

What are the many things that we can boast about? It can be pride of birth. You have a certain name or heritage. There is a blood in your veins that gives you a certain social status. It can be pride in your influence, or your accomplishments, - even your acquaintances. It can be pride in your wealth or material possessions. It can be boastful pride in the school you attended and the degrees you possess. But it is all boastful pride.!! 

When we lose our sense of dependence on God, we seem to develop supercilious superiority over others. We measure and compare ourselves against other people rather than against God’s standards. When we define ourselves in terms of our annual income or the size of our house or car, then we care more about reputation than character. Sadly, some people care more about their reputations than glorifying God. 

We also misrepresent the truth of who we truly are.!! We show ourselves to be pompous fools with fatuous pride. The problem with this sort of thing is that it corrupts the human spirit. It causes you to look down on other people. It causes you to evaluate them by false standards. This is the sort of thing that God utterly detests.

Why is it that so many people buy houses, cars, appliances, or wardrobes that they really cannot afford? Why do they succumb to the “travel now, pay later” advertising and get themselves into hopeless debt taking vacations far beyond their means? Largely because they want to impress other people—because of their “pride of life.” They may want people to notice how affluent or successful they are.

Most of us do not go that far, but it is amazing what stupid things people do just to make an impression on other people. 

This Satanic world system and almost all television commercials appeal to a Christian through the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.!! 

And once the world takes over in one of these areas, a Christian will soon realize it. He will lose his enjoyment of the Father’s love and his desire to do the Father’s will. The Bible will become boring and prayer, a difficult chore. Even Christian fellowship may seem empty and disappointing. 

It is not that there is something wrong with others. What’s wrong is the Christian’s worldly attitude. It is important to note that no Christian becomes worldly all of a sudden. Worldliness creeps up on a believer; it is a gradual process. 

The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life are ALL seductions. ALL of them are a siren song to love something else instead of loving the Father. But if a Christian loves the world the love of the Father is not in him. 

God does NOT require golden vessels, nor silver containers, but He insists upon willing and  CLEAN ones. And He uses “prepared” ones.!! A believer who defiles himself with the things of this world can never be used by God, regardless of his education, ability, energy, or experience.

Believers can defile themselves through a multitude of things. To name just a few of them:-Mixing with the wrong crowd. Trying to “fit in” with this world and with people who are naturally antagonistic toward Jesus Christ and the Christian faith. Going to the wrong places. Watching the wrong type of videos or T.V. programmes.

I have observed in my years as a Christian that it is the growing, maturing Christian to whom the world does NOT appeal. He is too interested in loving his Father and in doing his Father’s will. He realizes that the things of the world are only toys, and he can say with Paul, “When I became a man, I put away childish things” (1st Corinthians 13:11).

A growing,  maturing Christian stays away from the world because of what the world is. (a satanic system that hates and opposes our loving Saviour) He also stays away from the world system because of how the world can contaminate him by seducing him to live on sinful substitutes. 

AND because of what he is - a child of Almighty God, - A representative and Ambassador on earth of Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God. A citizen of Heaven soon to take up residence in Heaven.!!

PASSAGE - 1ST JOHN 2:17-18:-
17.  And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever. 

18.  Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour.” 

In earlier passages in 1st John, God has warned the church family about the conflict between light and darkness and between love and hatred. John spoke of the fleshly tendency in each of us to mask our SIN. We were reminded that "If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth”.

Again, "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”

And further, "If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.”

In the 2 verses that we have just studied God, speaking through the apostle John, has warned His children:-Not to love this Satanic, godless world system, nor to become consumed with the things in this world.

God’s Word says that IF any of His children become enmeshed in this world system that opposes the work of Christ, their love and commitment toward Him will wane and grow cold. The Father says that the primary seductions of this world system are:-The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.

And we discussed what those things were This godless, world system chooses to exclude the love and knowledge of God completely, but it is an utterly foolish choice.  Why??   Because the world, John says, is passing away.

God says that this world won’t be here forever. It is only a temporary thing, but he who does the will of God abides forever. That statement would be challenged by many men today who are confident that the world - the system in which we live - is as permanent as anything can be. But the world is NOT permanent. 

The folly of loving this world and the things in it is clear: it invests ourselves into that which cannot last, because the world is passing away. It is not a prayer, not a wish, not a spiritual sounding desire. It is a fact.!! The world is passing away, and we must live our lives and think our thoughts aware of this inescapable fact.!!!

John reminds us of an eternal perspective when he tells us that the world is temporary but following Christ is eternal. When believers pin their hopes on what this world has to offer they are in much the same situation as those passengers aboard the Titanic. They may believe that they are having a good time and quite safe now. 

But, the good time will be shorter than they think, however. "This ship can’t sink."  is the same as saying, "This world will never end." Wrong on both counts.!! John tells us that this world and its desires are definitely passing away. That is one very good reason to love God and not the world. 

The life of LOT in Genesis chapters 13, 14, and 19 show the true folly of worldliness. Lot attached himself to a true spiritual man, named Abraham. Yet Lot was selfish and when Abraham unselfishly asked Lot to choose what part of the land he wanted, Lot chose the best for himself. He became financially prosperous, but pitched his tent toward a wicked, worldly city - Sodom.

After a while, he was sitting in the gates of the city as one of Sodom’s civic leaders. He had worldly status, influence, wealth, and all the creature comforts. He thought that he had it made.!! Yet, it was all taken away in a moment when the judgment of God came upon Sodom and Gomorrah. Lot put all his eggs in the wrong basket, and was burned by the fact that nothing ever lasts, nor remains the same in this world.

The ancient pharaohs were buried in the pyramids with all sorts of riches, which were thought to be of great use to them in the world to come. But they were only of use to the grave robbers who took the lot.!! The pharaohs could take none of their worldly riches with them to the world beyond. 

No one drives through the gates of heaven with a removalist truck filled with the things of this world. This world is passing away.!! 

Martin Luther wrote:- "I have held many things in my hands and I have lost them all.  But the things I have placed in God's hands I still possess." How true that is.!! 

Do you remember the story that Jesus told in Luke 12 about the rich, foolish FARMER who loved the world and the things in the world? This farmer foolishly assumed that the SOUL could be  easily satisfied with material  possessions in this world. But he found out that it can’t.!!  

The soul of man cries out for spiritual food. It cries out to be reconciled to the God who created it.!! This farmer lived solely for himself and for the things in this world. He assumed that these goods and material possessions that he had accumulated would last for many, many, years; And he also mistakenly assumed that he would LIVE long enough to enjoy them.!!

However, God told him in verse 20 that he would DIE that very night.!! Luke 12:20:- "But God said to him, `You fool.!! 

This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?'

How many times Jesus clearly taught that the person who dies with the most toys does NOT win.!! We all know that the glory of this world is rapidly turning to dust. The power of it soon passes from our nerveless, lifeless fingers into the hands of another. Nothing lasts very long, - everything is changing. “Change and decay in all around I see,”  wrote the poet, Henry Lyte.

This decadent, decaying society is going the same way as all of the previous civilizations before it. And it will certainly be swept away and replaced by a new order of things at the coming of Christ, which could happen at any time. 

Spiritual Christians keep themselves “loosely attached” to this world because they live for something far better. According to Hebrews 11:13, Christians are “strangers and pilgrims on the earth”. 

Hebrews 13:14:-“For here have we no continuing city, but we seek the one to come” . 

In Bible times, many believers lived in tents because God did not want them to settle down and feel too much at home in this world. Abraham is described in Hebrews 11:9-10 as a “sojourner”:-

9.  “By faith he sojourned in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; 

10.  for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.”

This is a marvellous way to think about living life in the world.  As a “sojourner”, - as a temporary resident. Abraham lived all his life in the world, but he lived it in a tent. He was looking for the city that had foundations whose Builder and Architect was God. He was looking for something that would last forever, not just for the moment. He wasn't going to let this world buy him off, but he would not disengage himself from it either. 

That's really the call WE have---to keep ourselves “loosely attached” from this world system, - not to love anything about this seductive world system. 

The last half of verse 17 says:- “but he who does the will of God abides forever.”

All Christians will live forever with God, so John is not talking about eternal life when he uses the phrase “abides forever.” His point is that those who walk in fellowship with God enjoy doing something that will last forever. There is NO “passing away” for what that believer does when his life is controlled by the Holy Spirit. Instead of doing the will of the world that is passing away, the one who habitually does the will of God will enjoy eternal things. The ONE is material and temporal and the OTHER is permanent and eternal.  

Are you aware that doing the will of God is the very BEST thing we can do with our lives now that we belong to Him? 1st Peter 4:2-3:-

2.  “that he {the believer} no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh {the remainder of one’s time here on earth} for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. 

3.  For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles when we walked in licentiousness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries.”

The will of God is the true purpose for the life of the believer. Everything worthwhile revolves around the pivot of God’s will. Seeking out and obeying God’s will should be the normal activity of the Christian. Psalm 40:8:- “I delight to do Your will, O my God, And Your law is within my heart.''

One of the “fantastic benefits” of salvation is the privilege of knowing God’s will. (Acts 22:14).  In fact, God wants us to be “filled with the knowledge of His will”. Colossians 1:9:- “For this reason {because of Epaphras’ report} we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;” 

Why did the apostle Paul want the Colossians to be filled with the knowledge of God’s will? Was it because they might become mighty preachers, or sensational teachers? Was it because they might attract large followings to themselves as the Gnostics sought to do? No way.!!

The true purpose of being filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding is found in the next verse, verse 10. Colossians 1:10:- “so that you may walk  {live and conduct yourselves} in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;”

Here we have a very important lesson on the subject of guidance. God does NOT reveal His will to us in order to satisfy our curiosity.!! Neither is it intended to cater to our ambition and pride. Rather, the Lord shows us His will for our lives in order that we might please Him in ALL that we do.

The will of God is not something that we consult occasionally like an encyclopaedia. It is something that should completely control our lives. The issue for a dedicated Christian is not simply, “Is it right or wrong?”, or, “Is it good or bad?” The key issue is, “Is THIS the will of God for me?”

God wants us to actually understand His will, not just know what it is. Psalm 103:7:-“He made known His ways to Moses, His acts to the children of Israel.” Israel knew what God was doing, but Moses knew why He was doing it.!! 

It is important that we understand God’s will for our lives and see the purposes He is fulfilling. How does one discover the will of God? The process begins with surrender:- Romans 12:1-2:-

1.  “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies {your entire lives} a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 

2.  And do not be conformed to this world, {system} but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove [know by experience] what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”

As a Christian, what then do you think is our “reasonable service” toward Jesus Christ? What do you figure that we owe Him? Paul says that total commitment to Jesus Christ is our reasonable service.!!

It is our reasonable service in this sense:- Since the eternal Son of God has died for ME, then the LEAST I can do is live for Him.

The great British athlete, C. T. Studd said:-“If Jesus Christ be God and died for me, then no sacrifice can be too great for me to make for Him”. 

Isaac Watts’ great Hymn says the same thing:-“Love so amazing, so divine, demands my heart, my life, my ALL”.

A Christian who loves the world and the things in the world will never know the will of God in this way. The Father shares His secrets only with those who obey His Word and faithfully serve Him. Jesus said in John 7:17:-"If anyone wants {is willing} to do His will, {the Father’s pleasure} he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is from God or whether I speak on My own authority.”

God’s will is not a “spiritual cafeteria” where a Christian takes what he wants and rejects the rest.!! NO, the will of God must be accepted in its entirety. This involves a personal surrender to God of one’s entire life.

God’s will can be found through several means:-

Firstly, God clearly reveals His will to us through His Word. Psalm 119:105:-“Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path.”

A worldly believer generally has no appetite for the Bible. Even when he reads it, he gets little or nothing from it. But a spiritual believer, those who are walking in the Spirit, who spend time daily reading the Bible and meditating on it, find God’s will there and they apply it to their everyday life.

We may also learn God’s will through some particular circumstances in life. God sometimes moves in wonderful and mysterious ways to open and close doors in our life. However, we must be careful to test this kind of leading against the teachings found in the Word of God. Not every circumstance that occurs in our life should be seen to be from God. The measuring stick and the standard must always be God’s Word.!!

Finally, God leads us into His will through prayer and the working of His Spirit in our hearts. As we pray about a decision, the Holy Spirit communicates to our spirits, but not in an audible sense. The Holy spirit impresses upon our soul in an inaudible language His agreement or guidance regarding a matter of concern to us. 

But we need to listen spiritually instead of with our physical ears. Nicodemus was a good example of a man who listened only with worldly ears when he asked Jesus how a person could be born again from his mother's womb.

Once your spirit has received silent words of assurance from the Spirit of God, remember what God has promised to do when He communicated those words to you.

However, a note of caution. We must always test such things by the Bible, for it is possible for the flesh (or for Satan) to use circumstances, or “feelings” to lead us completely astray.

To sum it up, a Christian is IN the world physically, but he is not OF the world spiritually. (John 17: 11;14). Christ has sent us INTO the world to bear witness of Him.   (John 17:18). Like a scuba diver, we must live in an alien element, and if we are not careful, the alien element will stifle and overpower us. A Christian cannot help being in the world, but when the world is IN the Christian, trouble and heartache starts.!! 

Our Lord divided the issues of life into two words. He says there are two things, and only two things, you can do with your life. Matthew 12:30:- "He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters abroad.”

Now which are you doing? Are you gathering, or scattering? Are you uniting and reconciling, or are you dividing and breaking up and destroying? ALL the issues of life funnel down into those two things. Remember that living for eternal values pays eternal dividends.!!  Are you spending your time laying up treasure in Heaven or pursuing treasure on Earth? 

Jim Elliott was a missionary who died at the hands of the Auca Indians. He made a statement that I believe sums up John’s message well. "He is NO fool who gives what he cannot KEEP to gain what he cannot LOSE." Why not invest in eternal things?

Let’s move on to verse 18:-“Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour.”

Many people say that it doesn’t matter what you believe as long as you are sincere about it. Well, let’s test that theory.

What if you believe that: All you need for sky diving is a good, sturdy umbrella? OR, that plumbers have better cures for constipation than doctors? OR, that RED traffic lights mean “GO”? A person can be sincere about an issue, yet, he can be sincerely WRONG.!! In the physical world, what you believe is critical……….;

And the same God made the spiritual realm.!! “It doesn't matter what you believe,”  is the despairing cry of people whose belief system has never  brought them to spiritual reality. Faith in a lie will always cause serious consequences, but faith in the truth is never misplaced. It does make a big difference what a person believes.!! 

In our last passage, God warned that our flesh and the world system are enemies of our Christian faith. Now He warns about a THIRD conflict: - the conflict between TRUTH and ERROR. In addition to a believer walking in the light and walking in love; he must also walk in TRUTH. The issue is truth, or, the consequences of not believing it.!!

Toward the close of the 1st century, when John writes this letter, Christian truth had already come under severe attack and heresies had crept into the church. Before John explains the tragic consequences of turning from the truth, he emphasizes the seriousness of the matter. He does so by using THREE special terms:-

1.  “the last hour”, 

2.  the “Antichrist” and 

3.  “many antichrists.” 

These terms make it quite clear that Christians are living in an hour of crisis and must guard against the strategies  and devices of the enemy.“

The last hour” is a term that reminds us that because of Jesus Christ, a NEW age has dawned on the world. 1st John 2:8:-“the darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining.”    

Since the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God is doing a “new and wonderful thing” in this world. Through faith in Christ, people’s lives are being transformed throughout the world today.!! All of Old Testament history prepared the way for the work of Jesus Christ on the cross at Calvary. 

All history SINCE that time is merely preparation for “the end,” when this same Jesus will come and establish His millennial kingdom on earth. Throughout the New Testament, the Biblical writers make reference to the “last days”. This time in which WE are living is called various things; the last days, the last time, and the last hour. 

We speak of it as the “end times”. We are referring to that period in history that will lead up to the ultimate consummation of ALL things. It will end in the return of Jesus Christ and the judgement of the world. It will mark the transition from the world as we know it to a NEW world order governed by Jesus Christ Himself.

You may ask, “But IF it was ‘the last hour’  in John’s day, why has Jesus not yet returned?” This is an excellent question and Scripture gives us the answer.  God is not limited by time the way His creatures are. 

God works IN human time, but He exists both inside of time and outside of time, being confined to neither. 2nd Peter 3:8:-“But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.” 

God is timeless and He doesn’t live in a sphere of time as we do. After all, time is determined by the relationship of the sun to the earth, and God is NOT limited by this relationship. He can expand a day into a millennium, or compress a millennium into a day. He can, as He wills, either spread or concentrate His activities.

We must remember, as Dr. Blaiklock has put it, that:- "nothing is so damaging in the study of New Testament prophecy as to imagine that the eternal God, who stands above and outside of time, is bound by the clocks and the calendars of men." 

John, of course, was present when our Lord Himself said to His own disciples, speaking of His coming again:-

Matthew 24:36:- "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, [i.e., Himself, as a Man] but the Father alone.”

The apostle John was present also when, after the resurrection, our Lord gathered with His disciples and said to them:-Acts 1:7:- He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority;”

And John was present again, on that first occasion, when our Lord added these words in Luke 21:28:- "But when these things begin to take place, straighten up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near."

These passages indicate that there were to be certain signs of the coming of Christ, - but the exact hour and day and time no one except the Father would know. 

Our text in verse 18 says, "Little children, it is the last hour." But that is exactly the thing John did NOT say. He did NOT call it "the last hour." There is no definite article in the Greek, which indicates that John was NOT referring to the END of the church age when the Antichrist will come.

What John said was, "little children, it is “A” last hour," - and it is very important to note that distinction. And this “last hour” began back in John’s day and has been growing in intensity ever since. 

There were ungodly false teachers in John’s day, and during the intervening centuries they have increased both in number and in influence. “The last hour” or “the last times” are phrases that describe a CLASS of time, not a DURATION of time. The apostle Paul, like John, observed similar characteristics of his time, and WE see the same characteristics today in even greater intensity.

In other words, Christians in the church age have ALWAYS been living in “the last hour” — in crisis days of peril. Read through the prophetic writings of the New Testament and you will note that the whole time between the comings of Christ, - His first coming in the flesh, and His second coming in glory, is called "the last days." 

Contrary to the popular view, this term does NOT refer to the end immediately preceding Christ’s second coming. The whole period, running now well over 1900 years, is called "the last days." 

Even in this letter of 1st John, John has twice reminded us that:-

1.  The world is passing away, 

2.  The darkness of it is disappearing, 

3.  The last days have already come, and we are moving toward the end of them. 

Also, as you read these prophetic passages, it is apparent that the movement of the last days is in a constantly descending SPIRAL of repetitive events. There will be cycles of events repeating themselves throughout these last days, moving finally to the coming again of the Son of God to earth. Past history clearly shows this.

Paul describes these cycles very clearly and accurately in 2nd Timothy which, by the way, was the last writing from his hand. He says, in 2nd Timothy 3:1:- But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come:”

Now he does not mean these "perilous times" will occur only at the end, just before the coming of the Lord. He also means that these "perilous times" will be characteristic of the whole period of the last days, some 1900 years as we know now.  In other words, the “last days” refers to the period between the apostolic period of the 1st century to the appearing of Jesus Christ to set up His kingdom on earth.

There will come, during these days, repetitive times of peril, - times when men will be as Paul continues in 2nd Timothy 3:2b-4:-

“lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 

3.  unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 

4.  traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,”

Then, in particular in the following verse 5a Paul notes THIS point:- “having a form of godliness but denying its power.  And from such people turn away.!!”

Again, that is NOT something which characterizes only the very end period of the last days. These apostate, false teachers who have a form, or facade of godliness but deny its power, pop up throughout the entire period of the “last days”. 

History confirms this, for there have been repeated times like this, perilous times occurring in spiralling cycles. John confirms that there was an outbreak of heresies and false teaching in the very 1st century itself. 

John goes on to say in verse 18:- "as you have heard that the Antichrist  [the man of sin -- the man who will be in control of the world before the return of Christ], is coming, even now many antichrists have come; by which we know that it is a last hour." 

John is quite clear that the Antichrist is coming, but that there are also many antichrists that will precede him. That prefix “anti” before the word “Christ” actually has a dual meaning. It can mean, in the Greek, both “against” Christ and “instead of” Christ. Interestingly, the term, “antichrist,” is used in the Bible only by John. (1st John 2:18, 22; 4:3; 2nd John 7). 

It describes THREE things: 

1.  a spirit in the world that opposes or denies Christ; 

2.  the false teachers who embody this spirit; and, 

3.  a PERSON who will head up the final world rebellion against Jesus Christ.

1st John 4:1-3 tells us that the “spirit of the antichrist”  has been in the world since Satan declared war on God in Genesis 3. 

1st John 4:1-3:-

1. “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, {teacher} but test the spirits to see whether they are from God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.

2. By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses {the fact} that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God;

3. and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; and this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world.”

At the time of writing 1st John, Christianity was not yet 60 years old yet “many antichrists” had already come, John says. There were already many false teachers spread throughout the Roman Empire teaching things contrary to the Word of God. Each of the opponents of Christ is in his own way an antichrist, all of them anticipating the Antichrist, the last hour when history will end. There is a "spirit" of antichrist, and this "spirit" of antichrist will one day find its ultimate fulfilment in the Antichrist, who will lead humanity in an end-times rebellion against God.

In other words, though the world still awaits to see the ultimate revealing of the Antichrist, there are little "previews" of this man and his mission to come. These are the antichrists with a small "a" The “spirit of antichrist” is behind every false doctrine and every “religious” substitute for the realities Christians have in Christ. Satan in his frenzy is FIGHTING Christ and His eternal truth, and he is SUBSTITUTING his counterfeits for the realities found only in our Lord Jesus.

The “spirit of antichrist” is certainly in the world today in the form of false teachers and “make-believe Christians. It will eventually lead to the appearance of a “satanic superman” whom the Bible calls “Antichrist” (capital A). He is called “the man of sin” and the “lawless one” in 2nd Thessalonians 2:1-12.

This Antichrist goes by many titles:- 

He is called “a little horn” in Daniel 7:8; 

“A king having fierce features” in Daniel 8:23); 

The “Prince who is to come”  in Daniel 9:26; 

“Another who comes in his own name” in John 5:43; 

“The son of perdition”, “the man of sin”, “the lawless one”  in 2nd Thessalonians 2:3, 8. 

Essentially, the Antichrist is a world dictator who leads humanity in what seems to be a golden age, until he shows his true colours. At that time, the judgment of God is poured out on him and his empire immediately before the return of Jesus. The world stage is set for this political and economic "superman" to arise. The world stage is set and eagerly awaiting a single political leader to organize a world-dominating confederation of nations.

Our national leaders have talked about "a new world order,"  but no one has been able to really define it, much less lead it. But this astonishing leader energised by Satan himself is coming.!! This Antichrist will have surrounding him the kind of personality cult we are conditioned to accept today. 

Not only in Australia do we practice a sick worship of celebrities, but around the world, nations comprising millions of people have been seduced to worship a person - like Lenin, Stalin, Hitler, or Mao. This shows us just how strong a personality cult can be when the government throws its weight behind it wholeheartedly. 

This passage in 1st John explains that there are TWO forces at work in today’s world. TRUTH is working through the church by the Holy Spirit, and EVIL is working by the energy of Satan. The Holy Spirit in Christians, is holding back lawlessness; but when the church is removed at the Rapture Satan will be able to complete his temporary victory and take over the world. 

Jesus predicted that the days before His return would be marked by false Christs, false prophets, and false teachers who would teach heresies in the Name of Jesus Christ. Like me, - I’m sure that you could name dozens of these people alive today. Just think also of the cults which exist today. Jehovah's Witnesses, Mormons, Christian Science, New Age movement, to name just a few. 

We can see that, as the centuries roll by, the pace of events is picking up speed incredibly. Things move with frightening rapidity today. The sum total of ALL human knowledge is doubling every 12 years.!! The pace has been accelerating and the spiral has been widening so that now it involves the entire earth. We are linked together as one people in these present times of crisis, this "last hour" which now appears in human history. 

Approximately 7 years before Jesus returns to set up His Kingdom here He will call His children from earth to join Him in Heaven. This event is called the “rapture” of the church, and I personally believe that this wonderful event is very close indeed.

A Christian must decide:- “Will I live for the present only, or will I live for the will of God and produce works that will glorify Him and abide forever?” 

Jesus illustrated this choice by telling about two men. One built on the sand and the other on the rock. (Matt. 7:24-27). 

Paul referred to the same choice by describing TWO kinds of material for building in 1st Corinthians 3:11-15:-Temporary material which he likened to wood,  hay  and  straw; and permanent material which he likened to gold, silver, precious stones. 

Does it make any difference what you believe? It makes all the difference in the world.!! You are living in crisis days - in the last hour - and the spirit of antichrist is working in the world right now.!!  I believe that in view of past and current events, it is highly likely that the Antichrist himself is currently alive in this world.

However, the Word of God makes it clear that the Holy Spirit is restraining the Antichrist from revealing himself until the Rapture of the church has taken place. Which by the way, is the very next “cab off the rank” as far as prophecy is concerned.!! 

Believers today must be on their guard not to be deceived by false teachers, nor sucked into this seductive, godless world system which opposes the work of our Lord and Saviour. Anything that robs a Christian of his enjoyment of the Father’s love, or of his desire to DO the Father’s will, is worldly and must be avoided at all costs. 

A Christian’s mindset must be:- God’s will, nothing more – nothing less – nothing else – at any cost.!!

There came another special attempt to twist and distort Christian doctrine during the 4th century at the time of the great doctrinal struggles over the nature of God. These were settled by the great councils of the church, such as the Council of Nicea, from which we get the Nicene Creed. 

Another outbreak of heresies, another cycle of heretical ideas, broke out again in the 7th century.

And this was with the rise of Mohammedanism and the pretentious claims of the Bishop of Rome to supremacy over all of Christendom. 

Again in the 9th century, as you trace historical events, there is the rise of strange and deceiving doctrines within Christian circles. During this 9th century there was a widespread false expectation of the return of Christ which for almost a 100 years nearly paralysed the economy of Europe. 

Quite falsely, and contrary to the very thing that Jesus had said -- that no one could know the day or the hour of his return -- men were expecting His return at the year 1000. For the entire year preceding, the economy of the world was paralysed because people simply neglected everything. 

In the 11th century, history records that the Crusades began an heretical fomenting of zeal for a false religious objective which captured the attentions of men and turned them from the things God wanted them to know. 

For several centuries these Crusades dominated the thinking of Europe. In the 13th century an outbreak of heretical concepts came in again, as the papacy consolidated its power over the ecclesiastical world. Then began the terrible days of the Inquisition with its persecution of the Waldenses and the Albigenses, those people hidden away in the valleys of Italy, and the Alps. 

In the 15th century we can trace another outbreak. This was yet another heretical cycle, when "the papal antichrist," as Martin Luther termed him, reigned unchallenged in his power. 

This was answered by the outbreak of the Reformation and the stirring days of Martin Luther, whose great hymn, “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” is still sung today.

Then again in the 18th century came the rise of German rationalism which simply undermined the supernatural characteristics of the Gospel. It reduced the whole Christian message to nothing but an appeal to the intellect, leaving it dull, drab, and lifeless. 

In the 19th century there was another outbreak. Just think of the cults which exist today. How many of them began in the 19th and 20th centuries? Jehovah Witnesses, Mormons, Christian Science,  Jonestown,  New Age, etc. These all began in that period.

See how these cycles are coming faster and faster. Now in the 21st century we are facing such an outbreak in the "Death of God" theology, the demythologizing of the Scriptures, and the goals of the ecumenical movement to establish one worldwide church, wielding vast political power. 

These are the issues of the hour. All these, John says, are "last hours" when it looked, from the standpoint of the individual who lived through these days, as it looks to us now, that it was an hour when Christ could come. 

He himself had predicted that the days before his return would be marked by false Christs, false prophets, and false teachers who would teach heresies in the name of Jesus Christ. 

PASSAGE - 1ST JOHN 2:19-21

19.  “They  {the antichrists of the previous verse} went out from us, but they were not {really} of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out {withdrew} that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us. 

20.  But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things”. 

21.  I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth.” 

What characterizes the sort of opposition that will occur in a "last hour?" John tells us in this verse 19:-“They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us.” 

Note the “from us,” “of us,” “with us” and “of us” phrases. There is a striking play on phrases in this verse. There is a clear contrast between genuine and false professions of faith. The word “us” refers, of course, to the fellowship of believers, - the church. But not everyone who is part of an assembly of believers, is necessarily a member of the family of God.!! 
In verse 18, John speaks of “many antichrists” having come into the church. And in this verse 19, he is identifying these people who have left the Christian community specifically to oppose the Lord and His work on earth. 

This term is not identifying those who just drift away, nor those who have some argument with other Christians and march off in an angry huff, nor even those who disagree over some point of theology. The term “many antichrists”  refers to teachers and doctrines that are at war against the Lord Himself. These people are specifically attempting to undermine the cause of Christ and what the Bible teaches about Him. They are attempting to introduce false teaching that would take away His majesty and would ultimately replace Him with some other lord. 

The point is, that Jesus specifically is the target, - the truth about Jesus is what is at stake here. These false teachers, or antichrists did not believe in the deity and finished work of Christ on the cross. These antichrists at one point identified themselves formally with the church but they left the assembly of believers associated with John. They did not share the same spiritual life, so they departed the fellowship.  

John is saying that these people were with us in the church, yet did not really belong to us. They shared our earthly company but they didn’t share our heavenly BIRTH. It is possible for a person to be close to an experience of salvation, and even to have some characteristics that would pass for “Christian,” and yet NOT be a child of God. 

It is what our Lord Himself predicted in the parable of the wheat and the tares in Matthew chapter 13. He said, speaking of Himself, that a Sower went forth to sow, sowing the good seed of the Word of God, in the world, - in human history. But, He said, an enemy, who is Satan, came at night and sowed evil seeds as well "among the wheat".

In other words, in the midst of the wheat, - and the two grew up together – the wheat and the tares. (wheat = true believers, tares = “make believers”) They both looked so alike at first that it was very difficult to distinguish between them. 

You see, Satan is a master counterfeiter. He has cleverly developed a counterfeit for every divine reality. He sows the world with those who look like, talk like, and to some extent, walk like disciples of Jesus Christ. BUT they are NOT genuine followers of Jesus Christ. They are counterfeit, make believers.!!

You may be interested to know that the most common tare found in grain fields in the Holy Land is “bearded Darnel”. It is a poisonous grass, almost indistinguishable from wheat while the two are growing into blade. But when they come into ear, they can be separated without any difficulty.

Our Lord said that as the wheat and the tares grew, men would become concerned about these things and say to the Lord of the harvest:-"What shall we do about them?  Shall we go in and root them out? And His Word is, "No, let them grow together until the harvest."   (the end of the Tribulation period) To try to root them out, He said, would also root up the wheat along with the tares. 

This parable does not justify, as some mistakenly suppose, the toleration of ungodly people in a local Christian church. Remember, that the “field” is the “world”, NOT the “church”. Local churches are explicitly commanded in 1st Corinthians 5:9-13 to pull out of their fellowship all who are guilty of certain forms of wickedness.

The Apostle Paul also recognizes the fact that heresies will arise from within the church. In Acts 20:29-30 in his farewell to the Ephesian elders, he says:-  

29.  "For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 

30.  "Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves.”

All this is foretold. It is well-known. Don’t you find it a little surprising that most cults and sects come from within the church? These people hide and obscure what they truly believe.

IF you will investigate the history of the false cults and antichristian religious systems in today’s world, you will find that in most cases their founders started out in a local church.!! They were “with us” but not “of us,” John says, so they went out “from us” and started their own groups.

Often these groups follow human leaders and the books MEN have written, rather than Jesus Christ and God’s Word. Therefore let us not be surprised by the false teachers in our own day, who arise within the Christian circle and say false things. It has always been so. 

There are many unfortunate divisions among the people of God today, but ALL true Christians have things in common, regardless of church affiliation. They believe that the Bible is the Word of God and that Jesus is the Son of God.  They confess that men are sinners and that the only way one can be saved is through faith in Christ. They believe that Christ died as man’s Substitute on the cross, and that He arose again from the dead. They believe that the Holy Spirit indwells true believers. Finally, they believe that one day in the future Jesus will come again. 

Christians may differ on other matters - church government, for example, or modes of baptism—but they agree on the basic doctrines of the faith. The New Testament presents the church in a twofold way:- It presents the church as one worldwide family, and as local units or assemblies of believers. 

There is a “universal” as well as “local” aspect of the church. The whole worldwide company of believers is compared with a BODY and with a BUILDING. (1 Cor. 12, Eph. 2:19-22). 

When a sinner trusts Christ as Saviour, he receives eternal life and immediately becomes a member of God’s family and a part of Christ’s spiritual body. He should then identify himself with a local group of Christians (a church) and start serving Christ. (Acts 2:41-42). 

But the point here is that a person can belong to a local church and NOT be part of the true spiritual body of Christ. 
One of the evidences of true Christian life is a desire to be with the people of God.  1st John 3:14:- “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren.”

When people share the same divine nature and are indwelt by the same Holy Spirit, they want to enjoy fellowship and to share with one another. (2nd Peter 1:4) (Rom. 8:14-16)

As we have seen earlier fellowship means “to have in common.” When people have spiritual realities in common, they want to be together. But the “counterfeit Christians” mentioned in 1st John 2 did not remain in the fellowship. 

“They went out from us”, John says. This doesn’t imply that “staying in the church” infers that a person is a genuine Christian. Rather, it indicates that remaining in the fellowship is one evidence that a person has been truly born again.

In His Parable of the Sower, Jesus makes it clear that only those who produce FRUIT are truly born again. These people manifest true Christian character. The people in view in 1st John 2 left the fellowship because they did NOT possess the true life and the love of Christ was not in their hearts. Their departure from genuine Bible believing Christians demonstrated the unreality of their faith. 

The fakers [the antichrists of verse 18] that left the true assembly were NOT genuine believers. John says that IF they had been genuine, they would have continued with the authentic assembly of believers where God’s Word is upheld.  

The idea of the word, “continued” is perseverance. Perseverance is an indication of genuineness. A mark of heresy is the lack of perseverance in the things of God and with the people of God. 

We must remember that there are all kinds of people within the structural church. And not all of them are genuine believers.!! Make believers, - agents of Satan, have infiltrated many, many Christian churches today. These people are living a lie and cleverly disguise their true natures. 
Even the apostles did not recognize a phoney in their midst. He was one of the original 12  apostles. Judas fooled them all except Jesus. He wormed his way into the group but he was not truly a part of them spiritually. That is why he betrayed Christ. 

But Judas is not an example of a believer who "lost his salvation". He is an example of an unbeliever who pretended to have salvation but was finally exposed as a fraud. 

In John 10:26-30, we see that Jesus keeps all whom the Father gives to Him and none will ever perish. Jesus faithfully kept ALL that the Father gave to Him, but John 18:8-9 says that Judas had never been given to Him by the Father.  

The latter part of 1st John verse 19  shows God’s purpose in the fakers leaving the assembly of believers. “that they might be made manifest” God wants to draw a very clear line between truth and error.  

Their departure makes it very clear that they did not belong to the true spiritual church. By leaving, they will not be able to mislead the genuine believers, especially the young, immature ones. Their departure unmasked the truth of who they really were.  

You see, error ultimately reveals itself. Many false teachers begin in the church and then leave to promote their false teaching because they are no longer in step with sound teaching. Unfortunately, in the process they lead many people astray.

Let’s move on to verse 20-21:-

20.  “But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things”. 

21.  I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth.” 

The word “you” is emphatic. The idea is “You” in contrast to the Gnostics. The anointing refers to the coming of the Holy Spirit to indwell each believer. (John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13; Luke 4:18; Acts 10:38; Romans 8:9; 1st Corinthians. 12:13; 2nd Corinthians. 1:21-22).  

The Greek indicates that we “keep on having” the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. He permanently indwells the believer. Remember in that great 7th chapter of John's Gospel we read in verses 37-39 that:-

37.  On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. 

38.  "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.'' 

39.  But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.”

When you received Jesus Christ, you received the anointing of the Holy Spirit. Perhaps you did not know it because at the time you did not FEEL anything. This is what often leads people astray. They are often expecting some strange sensation when the Holy Spirit comes in. – something eerie and spooky.

But the Holy Spirit is LIFE: moral life, spiritual life, God's life; and just as there was no sensation when physical life began, so there is no sensation when spiritual life begins. Yet it is there.!! – It has happened.!! 
It is important to note that the New Testament does not speak of a "special" anointing given to particular individuals. There is no so-called “second” blessing. Among some Christians today, there is a rather magical or superstitious approach to this idea of anointing. In their mind, the anointing is like a virus or a germ, that can be spread by casual contact, or infect a whole group. Usually these people think that when one "catches" the anointing, you can tell because everything is really weird. This isn't the Bible's idea of anointing!

The anointing, or indwelling of the Holy Spirit is something that is the common property of ALL Christians. And it is something we can and should become more submitted and responsive to.!! 

Verses 18 and 19 warned Christians of false religion. Now John affirms that believers have protection against deception. They have the Holy Spirit to guard them against error. He is a safeguard for our soul.  

The “Holy One” mentioned in verse 20 is the Messiah, God's anointed-the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus as the “Holy One” imparts the Holy Spirit to those who believe in Christ. False religion made false claims about God.  

And these false teachers viewed themselves as possessing what they believed to be the superior knowledge of the Gnostics. Judaistic Gnosticism represented the worst of both the Jewish and Greek world of thought. They believed that salvation could be obtained only through knowledge. This meant that only those with superior intellects could hope to achieve salvation. They believed that faith without materialistic proof was silly and useless. They believed that matter itself was evil. 

The Holy Spirit guides the believer to know divine revelation. (John 14:26; 16:13). In a very real sense, Christians have a built-in Lie Detector to preserve and understand the truth. God gives every believer the faculty to understand what he needs to know spiritually. The believer without the illumination of the Holy Spirit simply cannot understand divine, spiritual truth. This is the only way for us to know truth beyond our physical world. This is the safeguard to the soul. 

The Holy Spirit is the detector of error. He illuminates each genuine Christian about truth. 1st Corinthians 2:12-14:-

12.  Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. 

13.  These things we also speak, not in words which man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

14.  But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”

1st John 2 Verse 20 says that we have an anointing from the “Holy One”, the Messiah, Jesus Christ. But please note that God never repeats this particular anointing. It is a once and forever experience.!! God also inducts each believer into the priesthood at the point of salvation JUST ONCE.!!

The purpose of the anointing of the Holy Spirit on the believer is that the Holy Spirit is at constant service to the Christian. 

He is said to comfort believers. (John 15:26) 

He makes believers spiritually alive. (Romans 8:11) 

He makes intercession for believers: (Romans 8:26) 

He makes able ministers of the New covenant. (2nd Corinthians 3:6) 

The indwelling of the Holy Spirit must be distinguished from the indwelling of the Lord Jesus Christ. Christ indwells the believer for the purpose of fellowship. Romans. 8:10; 2 Corinthians. 13:5. The Holy Spirit indwells the believer for the purpose of function. Galatians. 5:22. The Holy Spirit performs all His work on the believer from the moment of His indwelling. 

ONE of these functions is the illumination within the child of God to understand spiritual truths. Unadulterated knowledge of God’s Word without the enabling power to understand it is a futile exercise. We need the Holy Spirit in order to receive, comprehend and appropriate divine truth. 
You are anointed with the Person of the Holy Spirit as a GIFT from our Lord. You and I are the home where the Spirit of God lives on this earth. He has come into the world to speak of and glorify Christ. He is the pro-Christ who answers an antichrist. He promotes the words and work and Person of Christ. He reminds us of the power of the cross and the certainty of the resurrection, and everything else we need to live vital Christian lives.

John says in the last half of verse 20:- “and you know all things”

At least, that’s how the New King James version translates it. But that is not really what is there in the Greek. He did not say of Christians, "You know all things"  in the sense that we would understand that statement today. That would make Christians "know-it-alls" and there is nothing more universally obnoxious than a "know-it-all." Christians obviously do NOT know ALL things. The correct rendering, adopted by the Revised Standard Version and the N.A.S., is "you all know." 

Because of the anointing of the Holy Spirit which you have received from Jesus Christ, the Holy One, you are now able to discern between truth and error. Now, having received him, John says, "you all know". John is saying, “You have now been rendered capable of knowing as God intended man to know from the beginning. 
You have now had restored to you that which was taken away from man in the Fall. You have now had restored to you that which has been missing in your heart and life until you came to know Jesus Christ. No longer must you walk on in confusion, darkness and uncertainty, unable to find your way through the maze of contradictory opinions and forces. You have something by which you can know. 

For the first time in your life, you have received the necessary equipment to know. To know what? To know the truth.!!

As he says in verse 21-a:- "I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it" 

The purpose of John’s writing was not to inform his readers of something new. The purpose was to bring his readers to the point of applying divine truth they already knew to experience. John’s readers knew the truth yet they were in danger of allowing false teachers to sway their view of Christ. They needed to apply what they knew. They knew that they had the indwelling Holy Spirit to protect them from error.

The Gnostics were teaching doctrines that were contrary to the Word of God, and therefore they were LIES. Their principal lie, the very basis of ALL  their teaching, was their denial that Jesus is the Christ. They taught that Jesus was a mere man and that the Christ came upon Him at His baptism. This is the great lie of some of the cults today.

The Bible everywhere insists that the Jesus of the New Testament is the LORD Jehovah of the Old Testament. It is NOT correct to say that the Christ came upon Jesus, but rather, that Jesus IS the Christ. 
What is missing from secular man's knowledge today? Why do we have a world so filled with such obvious confusion and uncertainty? No one seems to know the answers to the overwhelming problems that face us. Why is it that we cannot solve problems even on the material and physical level? Obviously, there is something missing in man. He does not know enough, he does not understand himself. 

1st Corinthians 2:7 reveals what is missing:-“But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the ages for our {full} glory,” {to lift us into the glory of His Presence} That is what is missing.!! 

Man does not know how to bring himself to the glory God intended for him. He has lost the key and he has lost the programme because he has lost the understanding of himself. And, lacking this, he gets involved in what seems to be perfectly right things but which end up as very serious problems. 

That is why he can build a car complete in its technological perfection. But then he puts a driver in the seat who cannot handle it, and within moments that beautiful car is a mass of twisted steel. With that car we are killing hundreds of people a year, but, instead of solving the problem with the driver, we are trying to solve it by improving the car.

It is right here where philosophy and pseudo-Christian heresies come in. Every philosophy, every cult, and every heresy is an attempt to reveal how man can achieve greatness, how he can fulfil himself through his own efforts. 
Each is offering to unfold the secret to the nature of man. How he can operate correctly, how he can achieve what he longs to do. Each of these takes for granted that fallen man already has in himself ALL that it takes to understand himself and to explore the secrets of life. 

Therefore, each of them launches upon what they call, "a search for truth." They are looking for the key to ALL things. They are examining the mystery of existence, both living and inanimate. They are trying to discover the secrets of the universe. They are looking for that which can give purpose and meaning to life. 

But they lack the necessary equipment and they refuse to acknowledge the need for another teacher beyond man, and superior to man. They become those whom Paul describes in 2nd Timothy 3:7 as:- “always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”

Is that not a significant statement?  That could be written above every school of philosophy in the land today. “always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”  Why are these people never able to come to the knowledge of the truth? Because the truth that they are desperately seeking is a Person. 

Truth is Jesus Christ.!! John 14:6:- Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”

Have you noticed that the fundamental characteristic of truth is consistency. It must fit every fact, every known and unknown situation. IF you have something you think is the truth, but you must force things to fit; OR squeeze pieces in because they do not quite fit, then you do NOT have the truth. 

The glorious thing about knowing Christ is that the longer you live and the more you observe life, with Him at the centre, you find that everything fits.!! Without struggle, without pressure, without twisting or turning, ALL of life fits, for He is the truth. You know that truth, John says, "that is why I have written to you." 

You are now equipped to understand and know. You now have the ability to grasp and understand truth. You are now able to grasp the secrets of living. There is no longer any reason for weakness or failure in your life. 
IF you will pay attention, - IF you will listen, - IF you will give heed to the anointing; then the Secret Teacher within you will take these things that are written and explain them and unfold them for you. You will then be able to fully lay hold of life, life in all its fullness. That is why I have written to you, John says. 

You cannot explain life to those who have never met Jesus Christ because they cannot understand it. To them, what you say is threatening and intimidating and they reject it. It looks to them like you are cutting the ground out from everything they built their lives on. 

God says that the unsaved do not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised. They must start by receiving Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour before you can explain this new life and truth to them. 
John adds also a second reason for writing to them. . you know that “no lie is of the truth”.  (1st John 2:21b)

Do you know that? Have you learned yet, as a Christian, that no lie is of the truth, - that there is no possible harmony between a lie and the truth? In other words, that there are NO grey areas in life? That a thing is either black (a lie) or it is white (the truth), and there are no grey areas.

By virtue of the anointing, every Christian has the ability to exercise moral judgment to distinguish right from wrong. It is amazing how many Christians have NOT learned this yet. They still go on echoing the lie of the world that there can be a blending of truth and error. They say that there are areas of life that are grey where you cannot tell the difference between right and wrong. 

John utterly cuts the ground out from under that. He says it is NOT true.!! I have written to you, he says, because you have found this out, - IF you really know Jesus Christ. You may not have thought through the implications, but you must know that there is NO possibility of blending a lie with the truth. Absolute truth is the revelation of God's Word, and we must live that truth in the inner self. 

When DAVID lived a lie he suffered greatly. When he finally found freedom by acknowledging the truth, he wrote in Psalm 32:2:- "How blessed is the man . . . in whose spirit there is no deceit" 

When David later reflected on the same incident, he wrote in Psalm 51:6:- “Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, And in the hidden part You will make me to know wisdom.”

Paul told the Ephesians that we are to lay aside falsehood and speak the truth in love. (Ephesians 4:15, 25). A mentally healthy person is one who is in touch with reality and relatively free of anxiety. BOTH qualities should epitomize the Christian who renounces deception and embraces the truth. 

Deception is the most subtle of ALL satanic strongholds. Have you ever noticed that all people with addictive behaviour LIE to themselves and to others almost continuously? The alcoholic lies about his drinking, the anorexic lies about her eating, and the sex offender lies about his behaviour. Lying is an evil defence prompted by the father of lies, Satan. (John 8:44). 
The first step in any recovery programme is to get out of denial and face the truth. Truth is never an enemy; it is always a liberating FRIEND. People in bondage to the LIE grow weary of the darkness. They hate to sneak around, lie and cover up. 

In 1st John 1:5 we read that:- "God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all" Because God’s children are called children of light, John says in 1st John 1:7 that we must:-"walk in the light as He Himself is in the light". 

There is great freedom when truth dispels the anguish of living a LIE. Choosing the truth may be difficult for you IF you have been living a lie for many years. You may need to seek professional help to weed out the defence mechanisms you have depended on all this time to survive. 

The Christian needs only one defence:- Speak the truth always, and remember that Jesus Christ our Advocate, our loving defence Attorney.!!. Knowing that you are forever forgiven and accepted as God's child sets you free to face reality and choose the truth. 

One of the glorious things about God's secret purpose in restoring the very life of God to the spirit of man, is that it also re-establishes standards of absolute values. It shifts us from control by a conscience of convenience, to control by a conscience of conviction; From fear of consequences, to faith in a magnificent Conqueror. That is the great difference between truth and falsehood.!!

PASSAGE - 1ST JOHN 2:22-24
Who is Jesus Christ? Was He simply a fine teacher, a religious zealot, a misguided Jew, or perhaps a leading philosopher of His day? 

You know, Socrates taught for 40 years, Plato for 50, Aristotle for 40, and Jesus Christ for only three. 

Yet the influence of Christ's 3-year ministry infinitely transcends the impact of the combined 130 years of teaching from the men that are considered among the world's greatest philosophers of all antiquity. 

Throughout centuries His Name has been above every name. His life, His teachings, and His ethics have changed, altered and transformed individuals,  communities,  cities, nations, and continents. 

Charles Lamb, the essayist, once said:-“If Shakespeare walked into the room we would stand. But if Jesus walked into the room we would all bow and kneel." The greatest issue facing man today is not Aids, pollution, war, the ozone layer, or overpopulation. The greatest issue facing man today is Who do you think Jesus Christ is?

Your answer to that question decides where you will spend eternity. And your answer to that question also decides with whom you will spend eternity with. 

1st John 2:22-24:-

22.  “Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son. 

23.  Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 

24.  Therefore let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father”. 

Did you ever ask yourself, "Why is it wrong to lie?" Many of us have a secret admiration for, if not agreement with, the little boy who defined a lie as:-"an abomination unto the Lord, but a very present help in time of trouble." But we do take a serious view of lying, at least when it is done by other people. 

Why is it that parents often say to their children:-"I'm not punishing you because what you did was wrong, though it was wrong. But what I'm concerned about, and what I'm punishing you for, is that you lied about it." 

Why do they look so seriously upon lying? Do they not unconsciously sense that all lies are a pathway which can lead to the ultimate lie? That ultimate lie is the supreme expression of lying, - of falsehood, - of error. 

John says, “this is the liar, the supreme liar, the one who has fallen victim to the supreme delusion, - he who denies that Jesus is the Christ”. That is the supreme lie of all ages. 

I think it is evident that the Name, “Jesus”, and the Name, “Christ”, have somehow become fused together in our thinking. Many people today think that Christ is the LAST name of Jesus. Just as we say, "John Jones," they think "Jesus Christ" expresses the first and the last name of our Lord. But IF you are acquainted at all with the Scriptures you know that this is not the case. The word, “Christ”, is a Greek word which translates the Hebrew word “Messiah”. Therefore, the word, “Christ”, means exactly the same as the word Messiah.

Messiah is a word which means "the Anointed One." It is this same root which forms the word John has spoken about a few verses previously, - the "anointing" which has been given to each Christian. The Holy Spirit is that anointing, and the relationship of this to the word “Christ” is quite apparent. 

The disciples were first called "Christians" in Antioch, because it was obvious they were anointed with the Christ. And it was obvious that Christ shone through their lives. They were called “Christ's Ones” -- Christians -- because the anointing was so evident upon them.

This word, therefore, refers NOT to Jesus' LAST name, but to His WORK. It is a reference to the OFFICE He fulfilled. Jesus is God’s Anointed One whose mission was to save us from the death penalty of our sin by sacrificing His perfect life on the cross as our Substitute. Nothing is more important to the Christian faith than the Person and work of Jesus Christ.  

Our experience with God in time and our eternal future revolve around this. It is impossible to fellowship with God without an understanding of the finished work of Christ because that is the foundation of fellowship with God. 

You recall in Isaiah's great prophecy there is a passage which speaks specifically about the ministry of the Messiah. On one of His regular visits to the synagogue, Jesus rose to read from the Old Testament Scriptures. The attendant handed Him the scroll on which Isaiah’s prophecy was written. The Lord unrolled the scroll to what we now know as Isaiah 61, and read verse 1 and the first half of verse 2. 

This passage has always been acknowledged as a description of the ministry of the Messiah. What did the Lord read? Let’s have a look at that portion of Scripture. Isaiah 61:1-2a:-

1.  "The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because the Lord has anointed Me {Here is the One anointed to do a certain work. What is that work?} to preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the {physical and spiritual} captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 

 2.  to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord,…….. ” {the year of His favour}

It is highly significant that Jesus stopped reading with the words:- “to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, ”

He deliberately did not ADD the next part of this verse from Isaiah which says:-“and the day of vengeance of our God” Why didn’t Jesus read that portion of the prophecy? The purpose of His FIRST coming was to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. This present age of grace is this accepted time and day of salvation.

When He returns to earth the SECOND time, it will be to proclaim the day of vengeance of our God. Closing the book at this point He said to these people in the synagogue:-Luke 4:21:- "Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.''

Jesus was declaring in the clearest possible manner that He was the Messiah, God’s Anointed One. He presented Himself to these people as the One who accurately fulfils the prophecies of Isaiah. He is claiming to be the Messiah, the King who alone can offer the Kingdom of God. Jesus said to those in the synagogue that:- "Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.''

The word “TODAY”  in Luke 4:21 is important. The people of Jesus’ time would have agreed that this prophecy of Isaiah’s WILL occur. But Jesus tells them, it IS occurring, right now, that the prophecy of Isaiah, written 700 years before, is being fulfilled before their very eyes that day. He had reminded them that the Lord God had anointed Him to proclaim the gospel, to give relief to the captives, to bind up the broken hearted, etc. This is His appointed work. Jesus IS the Christ.!! 

He was named “Jesus” because, as the angel announced to Joseph, "He will save His people from their sins,". That is the work of Messiah, of the Anointed One, of the Christ. The ultimate lie of Satan is to reject the Father’s plan of redemption in the Son. Satan absolutely loathes the Person and work of Christ more than anything else.

John 14:6:- “Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”

Anyone who claims that Jesus Christ is merely a great teacher, a profound philosopher or a wonderful religious leader is a “liar.” Jesus is far more than these things. He is the Son of God, the Mediator for our sins, God Almighty and true humanity. 

IF you refuse to accept Jesus Christ as fully GOD and fully MAN who died for our sins, God says that you are a liar.!! You are someone who undermines God’s grace plan for salvation. When you deny Jesus as the Messiah, you deny God’s solution for the payment of the penalty of your sins. It is tantamount to purchasing your own one-way ticket to HELL.!!

Most apostasy starts at denying either the humanity or the deity of Christ. The great heart of the Christian proclamation is that Jesus, the human being who was born in Bethlehem; Who grew up and lived in Nazareth, who walked and ministered on the hillsides and byways of Judea and Galilee; That human Jesus IS the Christ, - He is the Messiah.!!

In the Old Testament there were three kinds of men who were anointed:-

Prophets were anointed when they entered upon their office of proclaiming the Word of God. 

Priests were anointed when they began their ministry of cleansing, healing, and forgiving. 

And they anointed kings when they ascended to the throne.

Read through the Old Testament and gather up the predictions concerning the coming of Jesus Christ. You will see how it is made perfectly clear that Jesus was to be God's Prophet, He was also God's Priest, and He was God's King. When He is born again in your heart, as God desires should happen to any man or woman who is ready to believe, that is what He will be:- God's Prophet, God's Priest, and God's King. 

Through the Holy Spirit He will speak to you the Word of God. As God's Priest, He will cleanse you, and He will rule your life, as God's King. This is because what He IS, is what He WAS. Everything that He WAS, He still IS. Remember that word in Hebrews 13:8:- “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”

Everything He WAS, He still IS, and everything He WILL be, He is NOW, and ALL that He IS, He will be, in YOU. When He comes into your life, He will be exactly what He was. Jesus is the Messiah, - Jesus is the Christ, - the Christ is Jesus.

Now, Satan hates and despises this truth above everything else. He is constantly exerting every trick, every strategy, every clever ruse He can devise to twist and to distort this wonderful truth about Jesus Christ. All of Christian history is an account of how Satan, in one way or another, succeeds in taking this fundamental truth of Christian faith and twisting it to make it appear something else. 

One of the early forms of heresy, and one that is reflected here in John's letter, is that:-The antichrists taught that a divine presence came on Jesus at His baptism and left Him before He died on the cross. They reduced Him to a mere man invested with divine powers for a temporary period. 

They denied that He was the eternal Son of God. “Jesus was nothing but a man upon whom the spirit of Christ came, they said. The Christ is the Eternal Spirit from God, but Jesus was nothing but a man. The divine Spirit came to him and rested in him, dwelt in him, and this was the explanation of his amazing ministry. 

It is the same Christ Spirit which is available to all men today. We have nothing to do with a historical Jesus but with a Christ spirit.” Now, that was an early heresy but this malicious LIE is still with us. And this is what John calls "the lie." According to such teaching, Jesus is not the Christ, He was only possessed by the Christ. 

This denies the incarnation, - the fact announced in John's Gospel in John 1:14:- “And the Word {Christ} became flesh {human, incarnate} and dwelt among us, and we {actually} beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”

This is not so much the confession of the historical fact of Jesus Christ being born into the world in a human body. It is the confession that acknowledges Jesus as the “Christ Incarnate”. Salvation depends upon believing that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, as the Bible defines Christ. The Messiah, who is fully God and fully man; who perfectly revealed God the Father to us. 

Now, John labels those who deny that Jesus is the Christ as "LIARS." Why such strong language? John explains that behind this truth that Jesus is the Messiah is hidden a deeper, more significant truth which he reveals in the last part of verse 22:- "He is antichrist, who denies the Father and the Son." 

That is the problem. To deny that Jesus is the Christ is to deny the Father and the Son of God. A person cannot reject the Son without rejecting the Father, too. 

Matthew 11:27:- "All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and he to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.”

1st John 2:23:-“Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who acknowledges the Son has the Father also”.

IF a person denies the Son, there is no question that he does not have a relationship with the Father. The one goes with the other. IF you reject the Son, you reject the Father. Sadly, there are many people wandering around today who really are not sure just what they believe.

George Whitefield, the great British evangelist, was speaking to a man about his soul. He asked the man, "Sir, what do you believe?" "I believe what my church believes," the man replied respectfully. And what does your church believe?" "The same thing I believe." "And what do both of you believe?" the evangelist inquired again. "We both believe the same thing!" was the only reply he could get. 

A person is not saved by assenting to a church creed. They are saved by faith in the Person and work of Jesus Christ and bearing witness to their faith.   (Romans 10:9-10). 

False teachers today will often say, "We worship the Father. We believe in God the Father, even though we disagree with you about Jesus Christ." But to deny the Son means to deny the Father also. You cannot separate the Father and the Son, since BOTH are ONE God. Jesus says in John 10:30:-"I and My Father are One" . 

Jesus also makes it clear that true believers honour both the Father and the Son:- John 5:22-23:-

22.  "For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son, 

23.  "that all should honour the Son just as they honour the Father. He who does not honour the Son does not honour the Father who sent Him”.

IF you say you "worship one God" but leave Jesus Christ out of your worship, you are NOT worshiping as a true Christian. Often times it is said, "We are all worshipping the same God. You have one name for Him and I have another. But that doesn’t matter. We are just talking about different roads to the same God, because we ALL have the same God." 

That is Satan’s own lie and here is the question to ask in response to such a lie:- “Tell me, was your God perfectly revealed in Jesus Christ?" IF their God was, then you have the same God.!! IF their God wasn’t perfectly revealed in Jesus Christ, then they do not have the same God as the Bible.

Perhaps one of the deepest hungers present in humanity today is its hunger for a God who is a FATHER. Men long to know that the universe is NOT merely a heartless, impersonal, robotic machine. They long to know that behind this awesome universe is a FATHER with a Father's Heart. 

You can sense this wistful searching after the fatherhood of God in many of the religions of the world. You can sense it in much of the philosophy of mankind, and in man's constant restless cry for something beyond himself. It is quite evident that man can see in nature all the proof he needs that there IS a supreme, intelligent Being Who designed, created and maintains it all. 

But when man seeks for God in nature, the God He discovers is always a distant God, a fearsome God, and an austere God; a God who seems unrelated to the immediate needs, problems, difficulties, and heartaches of life. 

Men are never satisfied with a God like that. They are looking for a Father. The great truth of the Christian faith is that God can only be discovered as Father, and known as Father, through contact and fellowship with the eternal Son of God, Jesus Christ. As Jesus Himself puts it, "I am the way, the truth, and the life; no Man comes to the Father but by Me,"

The Bible teaches that man consists of body, soul, and spirit. God is the Creator of the body and the soul, but, according to Hebrews 12:9, He is "the Father of spirits." 

The God with whom we have to do is the Father of spirits and though He made us body and soul, He breathed into us a spirit, which was part of Himself since He is the Father of spirits. But the problem is that in fallen man, as he now exists, as he is born into this world in this so-called "natural" state, - his human spirit is unresponsive. As a result of Adam’s sin against God the Spirit of God was removed from the spirit of man.

Man is dead, spiritually. Man is not what God made him to be. He is unresponsive spiritually. He is dead in trespasses and sin. Therefore, he cannot know God as Father because it is in the spirit that man understands fatherhood. And therefore it is in the human spirit only that man can know and appreciate the Fatherhood of God. 

And because man is dead in spirit, it is also true that NO teaching can help him. After all, teaching only instructs the MIND. No philosophy can touch that dead and unresponsive human spirit because philosophy is nothing more than an intellectual pursuit of truth. The only thing a dead human spirit needs is LIFE, and the unique claim of Jesus Christ is that He alone has life:-"I am the way, and the truth, and the life," {John 14:6a}. 

The apostle John says in John 1:4:- “In Him {Christ} was life, and the life was the light of men”.

Later on in 1st John 5:11-12, John says:-

11.“And this is the testimony {evidence}: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is IN His Son. 

12.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life”.

Eternal life is inseparable from Jesus Christ.!! Without this life from the Son of God, fallen mankind are just spiritual corpses in death valley.!! It is only by the touch of the Son of God that true life, the very life of God, is imparted to the unresponsive and dead human spirit of man. 

As Paul writes to the Ephesians in Ephesians 2:4-5:-

4.” But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 

5.  even when we were {spiritually} dead in trespasses, made us alive [in spirit] together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),”

As they believed in Jesus Christ they were born again, - made alive in spirit. And when the human spirit is made alive by receiving the Son, then God becomes known as the Father that He is. It is then that we begin to know and experience the Father-heart of God. 

We realize that behind the universe is no impersonal mind, or impersonal force, but a Father's heart, with a Father's love, and a Father's concern, so that even a sparrow does not fall to the ground apart from His will, - and He knows the number of hairs on our head.

The effect of spiritual death was that man lost his ability to love God, and lost his capacity to know God as Father. Without a capacity to love God, he fell to the level of the animals, retaining only his mental cleverness and his superior emotional sensitivity. He thus became nothing but a very clever animal, made by God, intended for God, but living without God. That is the way man is living today, is he not? That is exactly what has happened.

Thus, you see, when a man denies the testimony of the Holy Spirit that Jesus is the Christ. When he denies that the eternal Son of God became flesh to die and to rise again in order that God may live once again in man. He also shuts himself off from the possibility of knowing God as Father and he cannot experience the love of God. 

This is why Satan attacks so vehemently this truth that Jesus is the Christ. Through a denial of this he can get at that secret, - that basic thing, - that relationship that God desires for man, the glory of knowing the Father. It is well said that Satan is no "pimple squeezer", - he always strikes for the jugular vein. 

That is why these, diabolical heresies that appear from time to time are forever striking at the heart of the Christian message. They are aimed at the very heart of the thing that God wants. They are an attempt to keep man from understanding and entering into the realization of the desire of God for MAN Satan doesn’t want man to discover the true Fatherhood of God.

When a man receives Jesus Christ as his Redeemer, the Holy Spirit is, by that process of receiving Christ, restored to a man's human spirit and heart. Then the first words the Holy Spirit teaches that man to utter is "Abba! Father!" He is restored to the love of God and to the family of God.

Verse 24:-“Therefore let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father”. 

What is this that you heard from the beginning? That takes us right back to the very first verse of the letter. 1st John 1:1:-“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life”

That is the message of Jesus Christ. It was the truth of the message of the Gospel concerning Jesus Christ, the Word of life. It includes, primarily, what He said and what He came to unfold and manifest about God and about man. The challenge is to remain true to apostolic teaching – to the teaching of the New Testament. 

Biblical truth is an anchor for the soul. If we let it abide in us, it will take hold of us. It needs to grip our souls and find lodgement in our souls. It will change our lives if we allow it to do so. That means much more than simply reading your Bible once in a while. This word “abide”, literally, means "to remain in you." Or perhaps the closer word would be, to "possess you."

John is saying, "Let this message which was from the beginning make itself at home in your heart and in your life. Let it possess you -- spirit, soul and body. Let it grip you, mind, emotion, and will. Let it lay hold of you, your whole being." 

This is the first and necessary step to the goal that John has in mind, - the fullness of God manifest in YOU. See how he links this inescapably with the Word of God? 

Now here is our trouble. When some read the Bible they really do not want it to take up too much of their lives. They want it to occupy the smallest compartment of their souls. They study it intellectually for the knowledge of the times in which we live, or they read it to assuage their consciences. 

But John is saying, “let the Word grip you”. Understand what God is saying to you. Meditate on these passages until you see the truth, - until you know what God is saying. Read them again and again and let them burn into you, muse and meditate upon them until they grip you. Then, as you find you understand the truth, you will discover that it has done something to your emotions. 

It has moved and gotten hold of you, you are captivated by it, - you are held by it and you are compelled by it. When that happens, - that moving of your emotions, then respond to it, submit yourself, - obey it.!! That is the Word of God abiding in you, possessing you. Let that happen, the apostle says, make provision for it, - set a time for this, make room in your life for this. That will inevitably lead you to the next step which, as you notice, is an explanation for you.

The second half of verse 24 says:- “If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father”. 

It is inescapable. If God’s truth abides in us in a dynamic way, we will experience continuing vital fellowship with God in time. If the Word, - if the truth of God has possessed you, then you will be possessed by the Son and by the Father In other words, possessed by the fullness of God which is in the Son and the Father. 

Many people start out fine but they do not finish well in the Christian life. How many people have you seen fall away from a dynamic faith and engagement with the Word of God? How many people have you seen become so attracted to this dying world and to the things in this world that they have lost interest in the Word of God?  

God intends that His Word take hold of our lives. He did not design it to lay dead on dusty pages of a black book. When the Word of God possesses you and becomes a part of your everyday life, then God says:-“You also will abide in the Son and in the Father”. There is an inescapable inference from letting the Word of God grip our souls, and that is, that we will have rich and intimate fellowship with God.  

This is, of course, nothing more than what Jesus Himself had said to His disciples in the Upper Room, as recorded in John 14:23:- “Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone {really} loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him, and make Our abode {home} with him”.

Jesus is saying, “If anyone really loves Me and keeps My word:- The Father and I will abide in him, We will dwell in him, We will move in him, We will go about with him wherever he goes. We will be with him at his work, We will be with him at his home, We will be with him in his relationships with others, We will be with him in his problems, We will be with him in his joys, We will be with him when he is confronted with temptations - We will be with him ALL the time. We will make our home with him”. 

This is what John is saying. "If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father." We will experience His Presence in everything. He will walk us through pain, suffering, heartache and disappointments. We can trust Him through it ALL.!!! 

Now there is a BIG difference, as you know, between being "in" something, and "abiding in" it. Abiding has to do with fellowship, NOT relationship. “Abiding”  and “fellowship” are the same thing. And being in fellowship with the Father produces fruit-bearing in the Christian life.

Our Lord made that clear in John 15 in the parable of the vine and the branches. He said in John 15:5:-"I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing”.

The branch was in the vine by virtue of union, and the life of the vine (or some of it, at least) was being imparted to the branch so that it could bear leaves. But it could not bear fruit under that relationship. Jesus pointed out that if a branch is to bear fruit, it must abide in the vine. In other words, the fullness of the vine must be in the branch. Not just enough life to sustain it, but ALL that the vine is, is to be imparted to the branch.

And the result would be fruit, and more fruit, and much fruit, to the complete satisfying of the owner of the vineyard. This is what our Lord called “abiding”, - ALL the LIFE of the vine accepted by the branch. 

You will notice that Jesus said that this is a reciprocal relationship. To the degree that you act in faith, obeying the Word, to that same degree the Father and the Son will be in you, performing the Word. 

This explains why there is sometimes so much difference between Christians. One Christian, even one relatively young in the faith, can seem to be SO abundantly full of the character of Jesus Christ, manifesting the fruit of the Holy Spirit in such abundance, while another Christian who, perhaps, has been a Christian for many years, is still crabby and ugly in temper and disposition, and there is little of the fruit of the Holy Spirit. What is the difference? 

One has allowed himself to be gripped and possessed by the Word, and thus he is possessed by the Father and the Son in the same way. If you obey little, you will experience little. If you obey much, you will experience much. 

To the degree that you give yourself to God in understanding and obeying His Word, to that same degree He gives Himself to you. That is what John is teaching us.

Now if this reciprocal relationship is true, this suggests certain conclusions that must inevitably follow. If it is true, as it surely IS true, - that God gives Himself to US in the same degree that WE give ourselves to Him, then I see 3 things that result from this

Firstly, you can have ALL that Christ IS, IF you are ready to take Him. There is NO limit to the degree to which He will give Himself to you, IF there is NO limit to the degree to which YOU are ready to believe and obey Him. You can have ALL that He is, in any situation, at any given moment, if you are ready to take it by an act of obedient faith.

Secondly, if that is true, then it is also true that you will only have as much as you are satisfied with. God will never give more to you beyond what you really want. God never forces blessing upon anyone. This is why Christians can live, sometimes for decades, in weakness, and folly, in barrenness, fruitlessness and despair, because they do not really want more from God. 

Nothing has awakened them to hunger and thirst after righteousness. They are content to live at that low level, and God will never force more upon them. Oh, He will try to wake them up, by one means or another, but He will never bless them, cannot bless them, beyond that which they are willing to take.

The third conclusion is:-You have now, therefore (if you understand this), ALL that YOU really want from God. Your present level of life is indication that THAT is all you want. 

So do not blame God if your life is not filled with the blessing and fullness that the Scriptures promise. It is NOT His fault. If your life is not satisfying to you, as a Christian, it is NOT God's fault. It is that you are not yet willing, for one reason or another, to take from Him all that He is ready to give, out of the fullness of His being. Now, just what is that? He summarizes, by describing to us what this is, in one phrase in verse 25.

PASSAGE - 1ST JOHN 2:25-27 
25.  “And this is the promise that He has promised us eternal life. 

26.  These things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you. 

27.  But the anointing which you have received from Him abides {permanently} in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him”. 

Previously we saw in verse 24 that John said:- “Therefore let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father.”

"To abide" means - “to remain in fellowship” and "fellowship" is the key idea in the first two chapters of this epistle. Abiding in the Word of God brings us to a place of abiding in the life of God which is in itself abiding in the eternal life. When His truth (what we heard from the beginning) lives in us, then God lives in us. And when God lives IN us, we have a promise. 

Listen to John in verse 25:- “And this is the promise that He {Jesus Christ} has promised us eternal life”. 

John introduces the truth of eternal life to expose the lies of the antichrists of the preceding section. They did NOT possess eternal life. They tried to introduce a system of salvation and spirituality by WORKS. 

Yet, the issue is not salvation for John’s readers. Eternal life is not in question as some of the antichrists asserted. They settled that issue long ago. John’s readers passed from death to life at the moment of salvation. (John 5:24; 1st John 3:14). They have eternal security.  

Similarly, the Christian passes from death to eternal life at the point of belief in Jesus Christ. He receives life as God has it. (John 3:15) He can now freely have fellowship with the Son and the Father as this fellowship is the result of the eternal relationship that he now has. God makes eternal life freely available as a GIFT.  

Whoever believes in the Lord Jesus Christ receives eternal life as a free gift. Romans 6:23:-“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”.

The issue for John’s readers was not salvation but false teachers who tried to impose a false system of spirituality on them. God’s promises will find fulfilment because He is always true to His Word.  

The word “promise” in verse 25 is a legal term denoting a summons. The One who makes the promise here is Jesus Christ. Please note that the eternal life that God gives He also MAINTAINS. Our eternal keeping does not rest on the uncertainty of merit or works; - it rests solely on the finished work of Christ on the cross.  John 10:28-29:- (Amplified)

28. “And I give them eternal life, and they shall never lose it or perish throughout the ages. {To all eternity they shall never by any means be destroyed.}

And no one is able to snatch them out of My hand. 

29. My Father, Who has given them to Me, is greater and mightier than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand”.

We do not have to worry about God making good on His promises. God never goes back on His Word. Numbers 23:19:-"God is not a man, that He should lie, nor a son of man, that He should repent. Has He said, and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?” Whenever we doubt the promises of God, we know that Satan or his cohorts are at work in our lives.  

Now the marvellous promise that He has promised to us is eternal life. But what does the term “eternal life” really mean? It can’t mean mere immortality. Because the soul of every human being, made in the image of God, is already immortal. As we have discussed before, the physical body of man dies – it clearly is NOT immortal. 

But man is much more that just an encasing called a body. Man is much more than 70% water and a chemical value of approx $20.00.!! Man is a living soul.!! You don’t have a soul – you ARE the soul.!! This means that our souls will live forever, - either in heaven or in hell. 

So, what is the difference between the everlasting life that every human soul has, and the eternal life that John says is promised by Jesus Christ? The difference is critical and decides where and with whom each human being will spend eternity after physical death. It all boils down to who YOU believe Jesus Christ is. 

Anyone who claims that Jesus Christ is merely a great teacher, a profound philosopher or a wonderful religious leader is without the eternal life that God gives Jesus is far more than these things. He is the Son of God, the Mediator for our sins, - God Almighty - and true humanity. 

IF you refuse to accept Jesus Christ as fully GOD and fully MAN who died for our sins, God says that you will die in your sins.!! You are someone who undermines God’s grace plan for salvation. When you deny Jesus as the Messiah, you deny God’s solution for the payment of the penalty of your sins. 

You are saying that you refuse to accept God’s gracious, FREE gift of eternal life offered to you through the sacrificial death of His own Son. God can do no more for you.!! It is tantamount to purchasing your own one-way ticket to HELL.!! And when you get there you will have no one to blame but yourself.!!

Eternal life with the Father doesn’t just mean "a life that lasts for eternity." It describes the kind of life that God, the Eternal One, has in Himself. This is the kind of life that man needs in order to live in Heaven with God forever. 

But how do we get it? How can a person change the final destination of their immortal soul from Hell to Heaven? There is only one way. Jesus stated it clearly in John 14:6:- "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me”.

We know from Isaiah 64:6 that from God’s perspective, all our righteousnesses, - all of our very best deeds, are like filthy rags and are totally unacceptable to a holy God. This means that even if we did nothing but good deeds from the day that we were born until the day that we died, it would still not meet the standard required by God for life in Heaven with Him. God says of fallen man in Romans 3:23:- “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,”

God declares that we fall very short of His requirements for residency in Heaven. In order to qualify to live with God in Heaven forever, man needs something that he doesn’t have, but that God does Man needs to have the very life and righteousness of God Himself.

But, as we have already seen, our very best deeds are described by God as “filthy rags” and are unacceptable. So how could fallen man ever hope to obtain the very righteousness of God Himself? By his own efforts He couldn’t.!!

We needed Someone of extraordinary value Who was without sin, so He could take OUR sin upon Himself; and One who is of such infinite value that His life would be of equal or greater value than ALL who would ever believe. We needed both.!! 

But no mere mortal could fill this requirement. This God knew of course, so, in His matchless love, mercy and grace, God Himself provided the solution to this impasse. 

Here’s how He did it. He prepared His own beloved, sinless, perfect Son as the sacrificial Lamb to die on the cross in man’s place as our Substitute. And when the believing sinner by faith accepts Jesus Christ as his Lord and Saviour God immediately imputes His Own Righteousness upon that person. This person is forever justified and restored to God’s favour.  They are no longer exposed to the death penalty of the Law.  

They now possess eternal life. – God’s very own life AND His righteousness. And God says that their citizenship is from that moment on, forever in Heaven. 

Speaking of Jesus Christ, the apostle Paul said:- 2nd Corinthians 5:21:- “For He made Him [Jesus Christ} who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him”.

What a blessed truth it is that the One Who knew NO sin was made sin for US that WE who knew NO righteousness might become the righteousness of God in Him.!! No mortal tongue will ever be able to thank God sufficiently for such boundless grace. 

Here’s how the apostle Paul describes it Philippians 3:7-9:-

V7: "But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.

V8: More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish in order that I may gain Christ,

V9:  and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith."

But remember that this fantastic imputation of God’s righteousness depends SOLELY upon a person’s decision regarding the following verses of Scripture. 1 John 5:11-13:-

11.  And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 

 12.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

 13.  These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may KNOW that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God”.

Eternal life is life that never ends, but the essential factor about eternal life is not quantity, but quality. It is abiding in the very life of God. It is having the eternal Son of God living His life IN you and through you. It is experiencing the abundance of God’s peace and joy that flows out of His real Presence in your life. It is fullness of life, the full quality of divine life lived out right in your situation, right now, and increasing in fullness of enjoyment FOREVER.

Of course, we also get to live forever with God in Heaven. And we get to taste it here and now. 

What happens when we come to Christ and begin to live by His Word is that we embark on a new dimension of living. Just think about it:-That God could take people like us — People full of sins, people lurching headlong toward eternal condemnation and Hell — That He could change our eternal destiny and give us the highest quality of life imaginable is indeed the most miraculous of ALL miracles.

This is why Jesus came. This is why He died on the Cross. He came and died to reach out and touch us. He came to change our eternal destiny. He did His part, - now the rest is up to man.!!

God not only wants us to enjoy eternal life in eternity but also in time. Eternal life is more than life in the future; we can enjoy the dynamic of eternal life in time right NOW. Eternal life from God begins the millisecond that a person believes in Jesus Christ. 

That person doesn’t have to wait until he dies before it becomes his. If you are a Christian, you are living eternal life, God’s very own life, right now in a human body. But if you don’t have eternal life right now, you won’t get it when you die.!!

This is why it is so important to have the promise of eternal life right now. And we have this promise if God’s truth abides in us, and we abide in the Son and in the Father. Fellowship with the Father and with the Son in time is a foretaste of fellowship with them forever in eternity. We possess a new essence of life, the life of God Himself.

In other words, eternal life, as John is using it here, is the daily adventure of experiencing God's solution to every problem, - instead of yours. It is the discovery of God's programme for every opportunity, instead of yours. Every obstacle becomes a glorious opportunity. There is no more reason for despair and gloom because every situation, no matter how frightening it might be for the moment, is but an opportunity; An opportunity to display the fullness of glory, wisdom and power that is in the God Who has come to live within us and make His home in us.

Now that is something different, is it not? What a life that is, - what jubilant excitement that involves.!! It is described in that well-known passage in Isaiah 40, where God promises through Isaiah 40:31 that:-“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint”.

That is a description of the mind, the emotions, and the will of man:-“ -“But those who wait on the Lord” These are those who are expecting God to be at work in their lives. These are those who are exchanging their strength for His.

“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength” Shall renew their strength for what? – For His strength, for His power, for His wisdom, for His understanding. They exchange their deadness for His life, they exchange their weakness for His strength, and they exchange their emptiness for His fullness. and then what?
"They shall mount up with wings like eagles." They shall be intellectually stimulated, - captivated by the great range of truth that God is working out through the humdrum, commonplace circumstances of life. Their minds shall be challenged, - their mental vision opened, so, like the eagle rising in the sky, they can see afar and understand what life is really all about.

"They shall run and not be weary.” They will draw on the unlimited power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. There is a wonderful God who is available to us and abiding with us. 

Do YOU need to be emotionally renewed? Do you feel drained? Take it to the Lord in prayer and in simple faith. He promises to give rest to our weary and lonely souls because His yoke is easy and His burden is light. If only those who are burdened with troubles and heartache would trust Him and accept His invitation.!!

"They shall walk and not faint." They know that God shall supply all their need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. They know that greater is He Who is within them than he who is in the world. They know that they can do all things through Christ who strengthens them. hat is what eternal life is.!! There is nothing in this world that can be remotely compared with it.!!

Let’s now move on to verse 26:- “These things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you” 

John continues to write about the antichrists, the false teachers of verse 18 who denied that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah. All believers need cautions regarding false teachers and false teaching. These false teachers love to seduce susceptible believers away from sound doctrine. Believers should be on their toes against religious deception launched by Satan and his human ministers. 

There is no doubt that some immature believers are very vulnerable to such religious deception. Usually, these are people who know very little of the Word of God. They can never seem to find time to study God’s Word, or attend church.

Satan is a master counterfeiter who for centuries has led people astray by deceiving their minds, - blinding their hearts and encouraging their dishonesty. His primary system for deception today is religion. He gets as close to the genuine thing as possible without being the genuine thing. 

He has counterfeit Christians who believe a counterfeit Gospel. (2nd Corinthians 11:26; Galatians 1:6-9) 

He encourages and promotes a  counterfeit righteousness. (Romans 10:1-3) 

He even has a counterfeit church. (Revelation 2:9). 

At the end of the age, he will produce a counterfeit Christ.!! (2nd Thessalonians. 2:1-12). 

Because he is a subtle foe, we must always  “be vigilant” and on guard. His strategy is to try to counterfeit whatever God does. According to the Parable of the Tares, wherever God plants a true Christian, Satan seeks to plant a counterfeit.!! (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43). 

You may not be aware that Satan’s evil system ALSO counterfeits the good in God’s system. By advocating much truth, in the form of a counterfeit system of truth, Satan can satisfy all the external religious cravings of the world. This allows him to accomplish his own end by withholding that on which man’s only hope for eternal life depends:-

And what is that?  God’s grace plan of salvation through the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross.!! He would deceive US too, were it not for the Word of God and the Spirit of God who permanently indwells us. 2nd Corinthians 11:13-15:-

13.  “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. 

14.  And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. 

15.  Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works”.

1st Timothy 4:1:-“Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,”

There is always a danger of deception where there are people seeking the truth. Many have misinterpreted the Bible and misapplied its teachings. The existence of the many cults in our world is an evidence of this ability to twist and misapply the Scripture. If you take Scriptures twisted out of their original context and misapply them, you can prove almost any position you desire.

For example, someone can come up and say, “the Bible says, "there is no God." This, of course, is a portion of Scripture taken out of its context. But sure enough, it is there in the Bible! Someone could claim the Bible says this. But what they fail to tell you is that the entire verse says, "The fool has said in his heart ‘there is no God’". 

John was writing to these Christians in order to give them an awareness that there were those proclaiming a clear perversion of the truth of God’s Word. They needed to beware. The danger was very real for them. 

And the danger is very real for us today as well. Unless we have a sure way to know the truth, we might find ourselves also led astray into deception. We might find ourselves calling evil good and good evil. 

Well, there is a way for us to know that we CAN discern the real truth. Actually, it is more than a way. It is a He. -  A divine Being We have a Guide who will interpret the truth for us and confirm the truth to our hearts. This Guide is none other than the Holy Spirit. He is the revealer of truth.

Look at what John says in verse 27:-“But the anointing which you have received from Him abides {permanently} in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him”. 

Verse 27 is the solution to the religious deception of the previous verse 26. It is important that you detect the counterfeit and be able to separate the teachings of Christ from the false teachings of antichrists. 

How does a believer do this? By depending on the teaching of the indwelling Holy Spirit. 

In verse 20 John confirmed that every believer has already experienced the anointing of the Holy Spirit who now permanently indwells him. Don’t be confused by the word "anointing."  This is simply a way of saying that the indwelling Holy Spirit is present to teach us and to guide us into the truth. Jesus called the Holy Spirit the “Spirit of Truth” and said that He would guide believers into ALL truth.  (John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13).

But in the case of these false teachers, they are not led by the Spirit of Truth; - they are led by the spirit of error according to 1st John 4:3, 6. 

The word “anoint” reminds us of the Old Testament practice of pouring oil on the head of a person being set apart for special service. A priest was anointed and so was a king, or a prophet. (Exodus 28:41, 1st Samuel 15:1, 1st Kings 19:16). 

A New Testament Christian is anointed, too, but not with literal oil, but by the Spirit of God - an anointing that sets him apart for his ministry as one of God's priests. (1st Peter 2:5, 9). 

It is not necessary for a Christian to pray for "an anointing of the Holy Spirit" because you have already received this special “once and for all” anointing. There is NO “second blessing”, - or, second anointing as some falsely claim. This anointing abides in us permanently and therefore, does not need to be imparted to us ever again. 

The Holy Spirit lives, remains and stays forever in every Christian. No SIN will ever drive Him away. This “anointing” – this indwelling of the Holy Spirit is not the private property of a few special or spectacular Christians. 

ALL born again believers have the presence of God’s Spirit permanently within them. We have seen that false teachers deny the Father and the Son; - but they also deny the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit is the Teacher God has given us but these false Christians want to be teachers themselves and lead others astray. (John 14:26), They try to take the place of the Holy Spirit.!! 

John goes on to say in verse 27 that because you as a believer now have the Holy Spirit permanently indwelling you and guiding you toward all truth:-“you do not need that anyone teach you” What strange words these are. “you do not need that anyone teach you”

Is John really saying to his readers that they have no need for human teachers? If so, then, what am I doing here? This seems, at first glance, to contradict other passages of Scripture. We know from the Word of God that there are teachers, especially provided by the Holy Spirit. And there is a spiritual gift of teaching. 

There are pastor-teachers set forth by the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ, to teach men the truth. Even the apostles were teachers.!! John was a human teacher, Paul was a human teacher, Peter, James, and the other writers of Scripture were ALL human teachers. How then could John say, "you do not have any need of a human teacher?" 

The explanation lies in the level at which this kind of teaching takes place. Let me try to explain:- You know that, in literature, it is common to use the eye and the ear as metaphors for an inner comprehension of the MIND. 

There are actually three levels of seeing and hearing possible to a human being. First, the eyes and the ears are physical organs designed to see and to hear.  Now as physical organs they sometimes malfunction and we have to provide help for them, as glasses (or contact lenses) for the eyes, or hearing aids for the ears. We all are familiar with these functions of the physical organs.

But the SOUL has organs of sight and of hearing as well. Even in secular literature you find this referred to. We speak of “seeing” something, by which we mean that "we have understood it," or grasped it, intellectually. OR, we “hear” something, by which we mean that "we have heeded it, we have responded to it." Thus we have heard with the mind and the emotions, the soul. 

We may sense something is wrong about a thing we hear. We don't know quite what it is, but we know it is there, and we say, "It doesn't sound right to me." We do NOT mean that there is something wrong with the decibels reaching our ears, - we mean there is something wrong with the logic of it. 

You experience this negatively when you hear or read a foreign language you have never learned. You hear the words, or, you can see the letters, but you do not know what they mean. You see them, but you do not see them.

Perhaps you have experienced this when, as a stranger, you have unwittingly come into a family crisis. You carry on a conversation, but you sense there is something else going on that you are not fully aware of. Certain words are said with hidden meanings, and you become aware you are involved in a situation that you do not really understand. 

You hear but you do not hear. All of us can hear on a physical level and not really hear on a spiritual level. Any wife can tell you that her husband can hear the words she says and not really hear what she is saying. All this is on the level of the mind and the emotions, but there are also organs of the SPIRIT, and this is what John refers to here. 

There are eyes and ears of the spirit by which we may gain certain flashes of insight and thus come to a full understanding of a truth in relationship to other truths. We see the whole thing clearly without the necessity of reasoning it all out. These are the eyes and ears of the SPIRIT.

Even Jesus acknowledged that it takes spiritual ears, or spiritual perception to hear and comprehend a spiritual message. He would say to those listening, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear.!!" In other words, “Pay heed.!!  Don’t miss the significance of what you are hearing” 

We can hear with our physical ears and yet not hear with our hearts. We can see with our physical eyes and yet not see with our spirits. 

And this is true concerning the Word of God. Someone may hear it with their physical EARS and see it with their physical EYES but not have a clue as to what it really means. This is why unbelievers, who do not have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit are incapable of understanding spiritual things.1st Corinthians 2:14:-“But a natural {nonspiritual} man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised”.

If you want to see that in the Word of God look at Matthew 13 where our Lord is giving the parables of the kingdom. In Verse 13, he says to the disciples:-"Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand”.

Do you see the three levels there? Seeing (with their physical eyes) they do not see (with their mental eyes), and hearing (with their physical ears) they do not hear (with their mental ears), nor do they understand”  (i.e., it does not reach the level of the spirit where they grasp the full meaning of the truth in relationship to themselves and the world around them). 

In Matthew 13:16, Jesus says:-"But blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they hear;” It requires the inner teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit, to understand and to grasp the immensity of these tremendous things that are now ours. It requires His teaching ministry in order to be thrilled and gripped with the excitement and reality of what God has set before us. 

It is in this sense that John says that  we do not have any need of human teachers. At this level, only GOD can do this. Only the Spirit of God can touch the human spirit and give insight to it. Only the Spirit of God can open up and  reveal deep and wonderful spiritual truths to the believer’s spirit. This, no human teacher can do because it requires supernatural power that he or she does not have.

However, the Holy Spirit will often base His teaching upon the words which the human teacher brings. You have a clear example of that in Matthew 16:13-b, when our Lord asked his disciples:-"Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?’ They replied, "Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.'' Then Jesus eyeballed them and asked, "But who do YOU say that I am?’ Simon Peter replied, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God," (Matthew 16:16b) 

Now, Peter had been observing the Lord, but he was puzzled by Him, as all these disciples were. They could never quite figure Him out. They did not understand why He did what He did, and said what He said. They were drawn to Him, but they were continually amazed at Him, and puzzled by Him, Peter along with all the rest. 

But when Jesus asked that question, “But who do you say that I am?'' suddenly it all came clear to Peter. He saw it in a flash, in a sudden grasp of truth, and he said, "Why, you're the Christ, the Son of the living God!" 

The Lord Jesus said to him in Matthew 16:17:- "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven”. Jesus is saying:-You are very fortunate and blessed, Peter. 

But you didn't learn that by flesh and blood. {through intellect and native wisdom} You didn't reason that out, - you didn't amass all the evidence and come to a reasonable conclusion as to what I am - but my Father has supernaturally revealed it to you," 

That is the anointing, - the inner  teaching of the Holy Spirit in a believer. The Spirit of God takes the Word of God and opens it to us and enables us to understand it.

Have you ever had the experience of having read a passage of Scripture many times, having studied it, and perhaps even taught it; and the next time that you study it, it suddenly comes alive with a wealth of meaning that you never saw before, and it simply glows with significance?. 

That is the teaching of the Holy Spirit. This is why the Bible never becomes a dead book. You can finish one book, turn around and start back at the beginning and go through it again, and it is as though you have never read it before.!! That is the marvellous ministry of the Holy Spirit teaching us spiritual matters

The human teacher is really only an instrument of the Holy Spirit. But the Bible is clear that the Holy Spirit uses human teachers to teach the Word of God, too. 

Unless the Holy Spirit speaks to your heart while you listen to Bible teachers and study the Bible for yourself, the Word of God will not have much effect on you.  Notice what John says in our verse 27 about the scope of the Holy Spirit’s teaching:- “but as the same anointing {of the Holy Spirit} teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie,……..”

The phrase “is true, and is not a lie” contrasts truth and error. Believers can rest assured that what the Holy Spirit teaches is TRUE. His teaching has no deception like that of the antichrists. The idea here is that there is nothing excluded from the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit. And the indwelling Holy Spirit will also help any believer anywhere to detect false teaching.

Now, at the end of verse 27, he ends with an admonition to us that reveals the necessity of this inner witness of the Holy Spirit. “.and just as it {the Holy Spirit} has taught you, you will abide in Him.”

For the Christian this becomes a law of living for us. Just as we have been taught we are to live. Do you see what he is saying here? He is saying that our living depends upon a relationship with the Spirit of God. 

As we depend upon the Holy Spirit speaking to us concerning the revealed truth of the Bible, we will begin to grow in our knowledge of the truth. This is the law of life for the Christian. We see the practical application of this in our daily reading of the Scriptures.  

As we open this book we call the Bible, we recognize that it is a living book. We also recognize that the Holy Spirit is present within us to reveal to our minds and spirits the truth we read. 

So as we read we are depending upon the Spirit’s anointing to open our minds so we can understand the Scriptures. We read them prayerfully, listening with our spiritual ears for the insight that the Holy Spirit provides. In this way we are living in a dynamic relationship of dependence upon God Himself. 

And this is how the Christian is to live. Indeed, this is how Jesus lived while He was on earth. This is why the Scripture says that it is those who are led by the Spirit who are the children of God. It is not trusting in our own limited human understanding and wisdom. It is trusting in the life and the teaching of the Holy Spirit to lead us into the truth. 

If you have the Spirit — and you do if you are born again — then you can know the truth, and the truth will set you free.

PASSAGE - 1ST JOHN 2:28
1st John 2:28:-“And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming”. 

John has now concluded his message on “fellowship” and is about to begin his message on “sonship”. In this section, which began in Chapter 2, Verse 18, the whole problem John has been facing here is HOW to live as a Christian in the midst of a confused and confusing world -- a world no different in his day than it is in ours. In this section we learned many things:

He has pointed out the contrasts between light and darkness, - love and hatred and truth and error.

He has explained that a real Christian lives a life of obedience by walking in light, love, and truth and not darkness. 

We learned that error appears in cycles of deceit throughout history. That is why, proverbially, history repeats itself.

We learned that error arises first within the church, through church leaders, and then moves out to infect the world. It is most interesting to trace this fact through history. Religious error never originates with worldly, secular thinkers, but within the church.

Then we saw that error always aims at one definitive point, made clear by John in this section. It is an attack, ultimately, upon the Person of Jesus Christ; - upon the deity of the Son of God. The full impact of heresy always comes out at that point, an attempt to destroy the real fundamental teaching of the deity of Jesus Christ.

We also learned in this section that no lie is of the truth. In other words, there is no such thing as grey areas in moral or doctrinal truth. 

It is impossible to live in fellowship with God if you are disobedient or hateful or untruthful. Any of these sins will lead you out of reality and into pretence. You will have an "artificial" life instead of an "authentic" life. 

Finally, we saw that the believer's defence against the deceitfulness of the age in which we live lies in two special things:-In his obedience to the Word of truth, the apostolic word, the Word which we have "heard from the beginning,"  and, that Word as taught to the heart by the indwelling Holy Spirit.

The Word of God and the Holy Spirit -- these are always the defences of the Christian. Not legislation; - not forming social action groups, - not creating voting blocs, but by the Word of God and through the power of the Holy Spirit. These are our defences, - always have been, and always will be, and these are the things John has set before us here.

We close this section with a verse that looks on to the END, when each Christian stands at last face-to-face with Jesus Christ. In verse 28, John says:- “And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming”. 

“And now, little children, abide in Him”  John urges. This is a word we have met twice before. We must recognize the importance of abiding in Christ. In fact, this has been the theme of the first two chapters of this epistle. 

Abiding means to walk in fellowship with the Lord. Abiding in Him means that we believe the Lord’s promises, we apply His principles and we love Him and serve Him in the power of the Holy Spirit. It means that we trust Him in everything and that we allow the Holy Spirit to fill and control us.  

Abiding means that we willingly do God’s will. It may mean that we must deal radically with some sin or injury. It means we accept our present situation and station in life without complaining and feeling sorry for ourselves.  

We may not like it but we believe in His sovereign hand on our lives. We accept His plan and purpose for our lives. Abiding in Him may mean that we may have to deal with a broken relationship, or some other difficult and sensitive matter. But if we faithfully deal with these things, we will look forward to Jesus’ coming with confidence. 

This brings us to the second word that John uses to encourage us to live in fellowship with the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. That is the word “appears”. John urges Christians to abide, or remain in Christ -“that when He appears, we may have confidence……”

There is one event coming soon which will impact everyone on this planet. No, I’m not talking about the coming of the Second Ice Age. And I am NOT talking about some gigantic meteor striking the earth. I am talking about the single future event towards which all history moves. I’m talking about the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.!! That event will be more than a headline making event, it will be both the most joyous and the most traumatic event in history.

One real question that you must answer is: Are YOU ready for His return? Indeed, this is the question everyone should be asking. 

When I look at the current state of the world, I wonder just how much longer our civilization can exist. Many of us are concerned about the continual slide into moral corruption. Add to that the increase in violence and the systematic exclusion of God from all public life and it seems to me that we are certainly setting ourselves up for impending judgement. 

Our text directs our attention to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. And it gives us a prescription that will enable us to be ready when He does come. In fact, we can be more than ready, we can have confidence, John says. 

I should like to begin our examination of this verse by asking this question:- "What is it that lies ahead for each believer?" The answer clearly is, a face-to-face encounter with the Lord Jesus. 

In our verse 28, John uses two phrases to describe this, "when He appears," and "at His coming."  "Appears" means "manifestation". It means, when He is made visible, when He is openly evident. The word he uses for "coming" is the word, “parousia”, which is Greek for "presence," the Presence of the Lord Jesus.

Perhaps you have recognized in reading your Bible that this is the most frequently mentioned truth in all of the New Testament. This is what the Bible clearly teaches. This is one of the fundamentals of our faith. 

The Bible predicted His first coming and it predicts His second as well. Jesus Himself said in John 14:3:- “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also”.

This event is called, the “Rapture” The word “rapture” is taken from the Latin verb (rapere) which is used in the Latin Bible in 1st Thessalonians 4:17. The English meaning is "to be seized", "to be caught up" or, “to be snatched away”. The Rapture refers to an event which will mark the end of the Church Age and which will be an occasion of great JOY to Christian believers. 

ALL believers who are alive on earth at the time, will be taken up to meet Jesus Christ, Who will have returned to "the air", - earth's atmosphere. Then, the Christians and the Lord Jesus will return to heaven together. At the time of the Rapture, Christ will NOT set foot on earth; and He will be visible only to believers. 

This great hope of the appearing again of Jesus Christ underlies every other truth in the New Testament. It is found on almost every page of our New Testament. In the face of that, it is passingly strange that it is one of the neglected doctrines of our day. 

There are people who are totally unaware that the Bible clearly teaches that Christ is to return to this earth for His church. Yet this has been the hope of believers in every age, and has sustained Christians in the darkest hours of the persecution of the church.

We read such a passage in 1st Thessalonians 4:16-18:-

16.  “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17.  Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 

18.  Therefore comfort one another with these words.”

A great motivation for spirituality is standing on the tiptoe of expectancy for Christ’s return. We should live in such close fellowship with the Lord that His coming is just a continuation of our current fellowship with Him. The prospect of His Coming is a great motivation for Christian living. Indeed, Paul finishes that passage in 1st Thessalonians by saying:- "Therefore, comfort one another with these words."

Among all the generations of man since Adam, ONE generation will escape death altogether -- the generation that is alive at the time of the rapture. In that Day many millions of people will actually be snatched away suddenly from the earth in the twinkling of an eye.

Hear what Paul said elsewhere: 1st Corinthians 15:51-52:-

51. Behold, I tell you a mystery: {a secret truth previously unknown but now revealed by God to the apostles} We shall not all sleep {experience physical death}, but we shall all be changed  {transformed} 

52. in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed”.{transformed}

It is clear that a day will come when ALL of the believers of this age, from Pentecost until the day the Rapture occurs, will receive indestructible, resurrected bodies. This is a grand promise given only to Christians, - people who have been born again; sinners yet with a heavenly hope and destination. The believer will have NO input into this event, because it will be wholly orchestrated and executed by the Son of God Himself.

If you are an unbeliever here today, then the Rapture of the church does not directly concern you. When it occurs, as it surely will, you as an unbeliever will be left behind to experience the greatest nightmare man could ever imagine. It is the 7-year period on earth that is called the “tribulation” which Jesus Himself described as being without precedence in terms of human misery and suffering. The last half of this period will be so horrific that man will call out for death rather than remain alive on earth.

But the good news is that you don’t have to be left behind if you don’t want to be. God has invited ALL to be a part of His family in heaven. John 3:16, 1st John 5:11-13:-

11.  And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 

12.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

13.  These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God”

Your decision regarding Jesus Christ will decide where and with whom you will spend eternity. To believe in Jesus Christ and to accept Him as your Lord and Saviour assures you of eternal life with Him in Heaven. It also assures you that you will then be a part of the millions of people who will soon be supernaturally called away from this earth by none other than Jesus Christ Himself.

The alternative is to continue to reject Jesus Christ which ultimately will mean eternal incarceration in hell for you and all likeminded people like you. The choice is yours.!! God will never force the priceless free gift of eternal life on anyone. It is offered freely through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone. There is no other way.!!

Now returning to those words of the apostle Paul, he said that the Rapture of the church will happen in the “twinkling of an eye”. 

How quick is the twinkling of an eye? The Greek word is “atomos”. It means in an atom of time, or, time indivisible. This event will be an instantaneous metamorphism for Christians on earth.

The believer will not do any more to be raptured than he did to be saved.!! Rather, it will be done to him by God Himself. 

We need not wait on mountaintops or in deserts, but simply be watchful from day to day and from moment to moment. We need not sell our possessions and remove ourselves from the people of the world, - but there is something that we should be doing.

Paul told Titus in Titus 2:13 that we should always be:- “looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ,”

To fear what the Bible calls our “blessed hope" is to profess a lack of  understanding concerning it. You see, if a Christian understands this doctrine, it is the source of the only real hope that any of us has. And in view of this wonderful truth, we are to be in the world, ministering the Word of reconciliation to sin-darkened lost souls. There is hope beyond the bleak, black terminus of all existence – the grave.  

There is nothing like the reassurance of the coming of Christ at a time of bleak circumstances, or despair. When Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God steps into time again, it will be to personally come for each believer. That event could occur today.!! There is NO prophetic event that needs fulfilment before it happens.  

This momentous event, - the Rapture, is the very next cab off the rank as far as Biblical prophecy is concerned. When we consider that over 60% of the entire Bible is prophecy, and that as of today the Bible has a 100% accuracy rate, why wouldn’t one be supremely confident that the next event in prophecy, the Rapture of the church will occur?

Did you know that there is only 15% of prophecy remaining, which by the way, all relates to yet future  events, still to be fulfilled? It begs the question doesn’t it? Since all of the hundreds of Biblical prophecies up to today have been fulfilled with a 100% accuracy rate, why shouldn’t we have absolute confidence that the very next one to be fulfilled, the Rapture, will take place?

Are you prepared to jeopardize your eternal destiny by pinning your hopes on the likes of Nostradamus who only has a 7% accuracy rate? Can you risk your eternal destiny on the lies of politicians and the ever-changing opinions of confused scientists?

Doesn’t it make sense to believe the words of the most eminent and reliable authority on this subject - in fact, the only absolute Authority, the Lord Jesus Christ? He categorically states in John 14:2-3 that:-

2.  "In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you.  I go to prepare a lace for you. 

3.  "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also”.

It could be today.!! Whenever it is, one can’t help but feel that it will be soon.!!

If I may just summarize all of this:- This face-to-face meeting with Jesus Christ, from the standpoint of every believer in Jesus Christ, is no further away from any of us than the day of our physical death.

We know that at physical death the believer’s soul (which is YOU) immediately departs to be face-to-face with the Lord Himself. But, this wonderful face-to-face meeting with Jesus Christ may be even closer than that.!! – IF the Rapture takes place before the physical death of your body.

In 1st John 3:2-3 we read:-

2.  “Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him {morally}, for we shall see Him as He is. 

3.  And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure”.

Anticipation of the Rapture purifies our hearts and keeps us in a state of expectancy.

On that day, He will no longer be invisible to our physical eyes, - We will no longer be in the position described by Peter in 1st Peter 1:8:- “whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him”

Jesus will at last be openly evident, manifest,  visible,  face to face. We will stand in His very Presence, John says. 

But let us move on to ASK another question about the verse John sets before us. “that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming”.

I mentioned earlier that the Rapture of the church is the next cab off the rank in prophecy, and that this momentous event could happen at any time. It will involve the instantaneous disappearance of millions of Christian people from the earth.

And the very next prophecy for Christians AFTER that glorious event of meeting Jesus Christ face-to-face high above the clouds, is called the “Judgement Seat of Christ”. This is the time when every believer’s works,  motives  and  attitudes will be examined and evaluated by Jesus Christ. 

Though Christians will not be judged for their SINS, they will be judged on the basis of their faithfulness in serving Christ.     (1st Corinthians 3:10-15). Those who have been faithful will receive rewards and those who have NOT been faithful will lose rewards. 

It is made clear in 2nd Corinthians 5:10 when God, speaking through the apostle Paul says:- “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.”

The purpose of this judgment is not to determine whether a particular individual enters heaven or not, for every man’s eternal destiny is already determined before he leaves this life. The purpose of this assessment is not to punish believers for sins committed either before or after their salvation. The Scriptures are very clear that no child of God will ever have to answer for his or her sins AFTER this life.

There is no question of the believer being shut out of heaven or losing their salvation. The judgement and the payment of the believer’s sin took place at Calvary when Jesus paid our debt in full. The purpose of the bema  judgment is the examination of our service for Christ from the day of our salvation. 

The Judgment Seat of Christ determines how well one has performed his or her own particular ministry in this life. It is not about how good we have been, but how steadfast and faithful we have been in our ministries. It is ALL about “stewardship”.

The reward one receives at the Judgment Seat of Christ is based upon the measure of our fulfilment of our role as an ambassador for Christ. The bottom line is that Satan will give us 9 million excuses for not fulfilling our ministries, but when we stand at the Judgment Seat of Christ, the single issue will be:-"What have you done with the talents and spiritual gift that I gave you?" On that day, it will NOT be the quantity of a persons service for God that will count but the quality and the real motives for that service.

In 1st Corinthians 4:2 Paul says that all Christians should conduct themselves as faithful stewards of God:-“Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful.”

The Apostle Peter later writes in a similar way:-1st Peter 4:10:-“As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”

In the New Testament world, a steward was the manager of a large household or estate. He was appointed by the owner and was entrusted to keep the estate running smoothly.  He had the power to hire and fire and to spend and save, being answerable to the owner alone. His ONLY concern was that periodic meeting with his master, at which time he was required to account for the condition of the estate up to that point.

With this background in mind, it may be said that someday at the bema judgment all stewards will stand before their Lord and Master. We will be required to give an account of the way we have used our privileges and responsibilities from the moment of our conversion.

What are the alternatives awaiting Christians on that day? Well, clearly there are TWO, and only two. Two possibilities -- good or bad -- one producing boldness and confidence and one producing a sense of shame. It is possible for us to have "confidence before Him," or "to shrink in shame from Him," - one or the other. 

John tells us that he wants us to have confidence and be unashamed when Jesus returns to take us to our heavenly home.  Confidence or shame – these are really the only two possibilities for us.

The Greek word that John uses for “ashamed”, means to "shrink in shame," - to hide. What would make you ashamed at the coming of Christ? Perhaps there are certainly actions which we have taken that would make us ashamed. Perhaps there are SINS we have committed and times of deliberate disobedience to God. Perhaps there are callous and insensitive things we have done and said to hurt people. 

No doubt there have been words we have spoken that have been unkind. What we say to people, and how we say it, will come up before God. ALL our unconfessed careless and idle words will be judged.  Matthew 12:36-37:- 

36.  "But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. 

37.  "For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.''

Those unconfessed and unforgiven hurtful words of criticism, - those words of slander and deceit, and those words of flattery and folly - ALL will have to be accounted for. And whatever unconfessed and unforgiven careless speech, remains in your life will result in loss of reward at the Judgement seat of Christ.

The Bible makes it very clear that for God’s children there will be "NO condemnation". Yet it does NOT say that there will be "no judgement" 

What are some of the things that might make YOU ashamed to stand before Christ? 

It might be the times that you knew that you were living a lie walking in darkness and not practicing the truth. It might be the times that you were secretly a friend of the world and in love with the things in the world. 

There are also certain attitudes and wrong motives we have had that will make us ashamed. If we’re honest with ourselves, we’ve ALL had attitudes of unforgiveness, covetousness, lust, selfishness, pride, and prejudice. When we stand before Christ, will our past attitudes make us ashamed?

How about what we have failed to DO? These are the things that we could have and should have done in obedience to Christ. You might call them “missed”, or “neglected” opportunities. 

Who of us does not feel this? Who has not had, at one time or another, a bad case of the “If Only's”. "If only I had done this." “If only I had been more considerate and sensitive to their feelings and hurt” "If only I had of had the courage to have said so-and-so." “If only I had defended the cause of my Lord at that time…”"If only ... if only ...  if only ..." – These TWO words are often called the saddest words in the entire English language.

Will our failure to step out in faith and in obedience to Christ and teach a Sunday School class, or serve in some other ministry within the church make us ashamed to stand before Christ?  There is much which can make us ashamed at His coming. 

Do you remember the very first manifestation of this shrinking in shame in the Scriptures? In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve, after the Fall, hid from the Lord God as He walked in the Garden in the coolness of the day. 

God called out "Adam, where are you?" Adam at last acknowledged the call, and the Lord said, "Why did you hide?" And Adam replied in Genesis 3:10:-"I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself.''

The very first result of sin was a sense of deep shame and fear. That is symbolic and suggestive. They were naked.   They had nothing besides themselves, - nothing to show for being alive, just a sense of deep shame and fear, - that's all. Unfruitful, unproductive, no purpose beyond themselves, an unfulfilled life of wasted opportunities and futility. That's why they hid themselves.!!

As I look back through the things that make me ashamed, I realize that this is the common element in ALL of these factors; A sense of waste, no purpose in them, no good thing coming from them. – just empty,  vain,  futile  and  useless. 

That is why I am ashamed of some of my past actions. That is why I am ashamed of my past hurtful  attitudes. That is why I am ashamed of my neglected and wasted opportunities. Nothing fruitful, nothing productive ever came from those opportunities which the Lord had crossed my path with. Have you also had similar experiences?

In 1st John 2:28, John makes us face up to a terrible possibility. And that is that IF we do not learn and apply the Word of God to our lives – IF we do not abide in Christ and walk in fellowship with Him; Then, it is horribly possible for us to fill every day of our lives with lost opportunities to serve God, and with futile and unproductive useless activities which have NO eternal value at all. And this will cause us considerable shame, and result in the loss of rewards for all eternity.!!

All believers are "accepted," but there is a difference between being "accepted" and being "acceptable." A disobedient child who goes out and gets dirty will be accepted when he comes home, but he will not be treated as though he were acceptable. A Christian who has not walked in fellowship with Christ in obedience, love, and truth will lose what could have been his rewards; and this will make him ashamed. 

You see, no matter in which direction a Christian looks, he finds reason to obey God. IF he looks BACK, he sees Calvary, where Christ died for him. IF he looks WITHIN, he sees the Holy Spirit who lives within and teaches him the truth. IF he looks AROUND, he sees his Christian brethren whom he loves; - he also sees a world lost in sin, desperately needing his godly witness. 

And if he looks AHEAD, he sees the return of Jesus Christ for him.! The one thing that is absolutely certain about your existence and mine as a believer, without any doubt whatsoever, is that one of these days soon we will stand before the Presence of the Lord Jesus Christ.

But I do not want to close on that note, for this verse is NOT intended to be negative. It is given to show us how to avoid this awful situation. Its whole purpose is to declare the clear possibility of standing in His presence unashamed, to have boldness, to have confidence before Him. 

Well, then, what can make us bold? What gives boldness now in your life? What then would give us confidence that we would not need to shrink in shame before Him at His coming?

Secular Greek used the word “confidence” in the political sphere to describe freedom of speech. That was the special privilege of the democratic city-state of Greece. They did not permit slaves to speak in the assembly. Only freemen had the right to speak in the political assembly.

This word “confidence” carries the idea of courage to speak with candour. It comes to mean “fearless confidence” when Jesus comes. This means a person with nothing between his soul and the Saviour can meet Him with confidence and with open arms when He returns. The challenge of His coming is that we must prepare for that coming NOW. 

But HOW do we do this? Well, John gives us a prescription that, if followed, will enable us to possess this confidence at His coming and NOT be ashamed. This prescription is contained in three words at the very beginning of our text. 

John says "Abide in Him." It is all in those three words: "Abide in Him." That sums up all that he has previously said about hearing the Word, believing it, obeying it, and trusting it.

The Word of God as taught to us by the anointing or indwelling of the Holy Spirit. This is to "abide in Him."  This is a theme John returns to over and over again in his writings. He understands clearly that Christ is the source of life for every Christian. IF Christians are to live their lives for Christ successfully, they must abide in Him. 

Basically that means to stop being self reliant and step out each moment in full dependence on Him who dwells within you for everything you DO or SAY, anywhere, anytime. Abide in Him, so that your actions are no longer a result of you, mobilizing all your resources to do something for Him. Instead, it is Him, utilizing all His abundant resources to do everything through YOU.

Abide in Him means to stay plugged into the source of your power – Jesus Christ. We must endeavour to live our lives in constant and continual fellowship with Him. This is what it means to be a Christian. 

How should we live our lives? Peter gives us the answer that question in 2nd Peter 3:14:- Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless;”

How can we live holy and godly lives without spot and blameless? We live them by abiding in Jesus Christ. We live them by allowing Jesus Christ to live His life IN us and through us. We live them by living what is called the “exchanged” life. We find it in Galatians 2:20:- "I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”

This is the exchanged life.!! The exchanged life means that I give Christ MY life and He gives me HIS. It means the end of me living as a child of Adam, - as a man under the condemnation of the Law. I now walk by faith and not by sight. That means that I live by a daily dependence upon Him to lead me. 

And I live by a daily dependence upon His Word. I live by trust in the sovereignty of God. I believe that God who always knows the best options and Who always has my best interests in mind, will direct my life in the best possible way. He becomes pre-eminent in my life and my ultimate priority, - not the things of this world. I willingly and intentionally present my body a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is my reasonable service.

And by doing that He lives His life IN me and through me in the power of the Holy Spirit of God. This is what is means to abide in Christ. 

There is a wonderful verse in 1st Corinthians 11:31 which says:-(Amplified) "But if we searchingly examined ourselves {detecting our shortcomings and recognizing our condition} we should not be judged and penalty decreed by the divine judgement." 

It can all be over, it can be settled now. It just takes us being honest with God, honest with ourselves and honest toward others. This means that when there is nothing between your soul and the Saviour, you can meet Him with confidence and with open arms when He returns. 

So what will it be at His coming for you? How will YOU fair? Will you have confidence, or will you be ashamed? The decisions you make today may determine that outcome. 

I don’t know about you, but I want to be confident.!! I don’t like the thought of shrinking away in shame from Him, do you? Then make sure that when you discover sin in your life that you immediately confess it to God the Father, and in His power determine to abide in Jesus Christ from now until you meet Him. To walk continuously in sweet and wonderful fellowship with Him now in time. 

Then when you meet Him face-to-face it will simply feel like an extension and expansion of the fellowship with Him that you have enjoyed for so long on earth.!! The imminent return of Jesus Christ should be a great inspiration for godly living.!! We will all stand before Him in His Presence very soon.!!

Are YOU ready for YOUR face-to-face meeting with the Lord Jesus Christ?

PASSAGE - 1st John 2:29 – 1st John 3:1

29.  “If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone also who practices righteousness is born of Him”.

1.  “See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God; and such we are! For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.” 

We begin, with this message, a new series in the first letter of John. We have traced John's major themes thus far concerning the necessity of maintaining fellowship with the Son of God, - the shared life.  Then the theme of maintaining truth in the midst of an exceedingly deceitful world. 

Verses 28 and 29 begin a section running through chapter 3 that deals with how the believer relates to God’s righteousness. A life characterized by SIN is incompatible with a God of absolute righteousness. 

We will see that these verses up to verse 3 of chapter 3 deal with the motivation for righteousness – the Rapture. Those believers who anticipate the Rapture will meet the Lord with an attitude of courage and confidence. The reason for this courage and confidence is their fellowship with Him on a regular basis in time. 

1ST John 2:29:-“If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone also who practices righteousness is born of Him”.

In this section that we are studying, John has been thinking of Jesus Christ. He has reminded us that there is coming an hour when each Christian will see Him face-to-face. He is thinking of that encounter and the joy of seeing Him again without that incomplete understanding we often experience now. 

It is not that Christians do not have personal contact with Christ now. We definitely do. It is this contact which keeps our faces alight, our hearts aflame, and our lives filled with joy. 

But, as Peter describes it, ours is now an experience of NOT yet seeing Him face-to-face, but still loving Him. But John speaks of a day when we shall see Him face-to-face and be in His very Presence. Suddenly he sees how the knowledge of Christ which we now have, is the key to a problem that every Christian faces at one time or another -- the problem of recognizing other Christians. 

How to know whether a man or woman, a boy or girl, is genuinely born again. How to distinguish between the phoney and the true, - the mere professor and the real possessor of Christian life, between the one who is genuinely born again and the religious activist. 

I read that the United States Treasury Department has a special group of men whose job it is to track down counterfeiters. Naturally, these men need to know a counterfeit note when they see it. 

How do they learn to identify FAKE notes? Oddly enough, they are not trained by spending hours examining counterfeit money. Rather, they study the real thing. They become so familiar with authentic bills that they can spot a counterfeit by looking at it or, often, simply by feeling it. This is the approach in verse 29.

Notice, there is a qualification that John links with this. It is vital to see this qualification. John says, If you know that He {Christ} is righteous,{only then will} you know that everyone also who practices righteousness is born of Him.

If you cannot fulfil the qualification you are in no condition to make the judgment. But if you know that He is righteous, then you have the key.

In this little verse the apostle uses two quite different words for “know”. 

There is the first one:- "If you know," which means absolute truth, i.e., if you know in a clear and unqualified way, - if you understand in the fullest degree "that He is righteous, 

Then the second, “know”:- then you will “know”  by means of experience or observation,” that everyone also who practices righteousness is born of Him” 

The KEY to this passage is this qualification. Do YOU know, as absolute truth, understanding it clearly, that God is righteous? You say, "What does righteous mean, anyway?"  

Is it not strange that we can read Scripture frequently and never really grasp some of these major words? Righteous or righteousness is one of these. 

What is it? Righteousness is the way that God behaves. It is whatever God does. 

God, obviously, is the standard for all human behaviour, or for the behaviour of any creature in the universe. God is always consistent with Himself, - - He always acts like God. He cannot act in any other way. Therefore, whatever He does is righteous. That is the standard, so that righteousness is God behaving as God. 

Now read our verse 29 like that. "If you know how God behaves, then you will know that whoever behaves like God is born of Him." 

That is what John is saying.  They will bear the family mark.  Whoever behaves like God is obviously born of God, for it takes God's life and nature to behave like God. You see, when walking in fellowship with Christ the genuine believer reflects God’s absolute righteousness.  

This does not mean that they are absolutely righteous in their experience but that their relationship with the Father reflects righteousness beyond themselves. God’s righteousness produces His righteousness IN the believer. That is the simplicity of it. A true child of God practices righteousness and loves other Christians despite their differences. A counterfeit Christian may talk about God and get involved in "religious activities," but he does not know God in a personal and intimate way. 

The person who has been "born of God" through faith in Christ knows God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. And because he knows them, he endeavours to live a life of obedience, - - he does not habitually practice sin. Through the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit he is enabled to reflect God’s absolute righteousness. 

Last week we saw the secret of the successful Christian life expressed in the words, “Abide in Him” Abiding in Jesus means that we will practice righteousness in our lives, because we are born of Him. 

When John says that “everyone also who practices righteousness is BORN of Him; He was talking about a spiritual rebirth. He is saying that this spiritual rebirth would be a radical transformation of the person reborn. 

This experience of being “born again” would forever alter the very nature of that person. In fact, it would make him or her into a child of  Almighty God. 

What does it mean to be a child of God? Well, the first thing that we see from our text is a key point. To be children of God means that we are like Him. When we are born again, a new nature is implanted in us. - It is God’s nature. God’s character is implanted within our lives and becomes the dynamic around which our lives are built.

In other words, the righteous nature of God is reflected in our lives in right behaviour. This is evidence that we have truly been born again. Something must be said here, however, lest we misunderstand the nature of true Christianity. Being like God, in as much as we reflect His righteousness at times, does not mean that we are “mini-gods”. We still have a fallen Adamic nature that induces and seduces us to commit personal sins.

John is also not saying that doing right makes one a Christian. He is not trying to say that it is possible to earn one’s salvation. It is important for us to understand both the cause and the effect of salvation.  

The cause of salvation is not right living. Right living is the effect of salvation. You do not do right to earn salvation — you do right because you are saved. Salvation cannot be earned. It is the free gift of God to those who believe in Christ and put their trust in His finished work on the Cross. 

And as a result of believing, we receive a new life empowered by the Holy Spirit. This new life empowered by the indwelling Holy Spirit enables us to practice righteousness.  We are able to do this because we are reflecting the nature and character of God Himself. This is a very important point. 

The nature of God is implanted within us and that nature becomes the defining principle in our lives. This is how the Christian lives his or her life. We live by complete dependence upon the life of Jesus Christ within us. Christ lives His life in us and through us and we live by a daily surrender to that life. All that we will ever need is resident within - in the life of Christ. 

As we draw upon that life, we will experience a newness and power beyond any we have ever experienced. And that is our goal. Our goal is to be like Him. Being born again has changed our lives from a disposition to SIN to a disposition to righteousness.

Now we can break this verse 29 down even further. In specifics, what does God do that is different? The answer is given to us in the revelation that has come through Jesus Christ. That is what He came for, - to manifest the Father, - to show us how God behaves, - how He acts. 

The answer can be put briefly this way.  He acts out of love in such a way as to satisfy justice. Love that satisfies justice; - that is righteousness. Nothing else will qualify, it must be both; - love and justice.

If you are hungry, and I feel sorry for you and steal $20.00 from the bank to buy you a meal, I have manifested love toward you, but I have not satisfied justice with regard to the bank. That would be love without justice, and is an unrighteous act. No matter if the motive be commendable, it is love without justice.

Now if I steal $20.00 from the bank to satisfy my hunger and you put me in gaol, without feeding me, then you have manifested justice, but NO love. The classic case of that is the scene from Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice when Shylock demands his pound of flesh as his righteous due (he thinks) before the law. 

But he is showing no consideration of love, therefore it is an unrighteous act, even though it is legally correct. Thus many of the acts we do to conform with the law are still unrighteous acts in the sight of God, because there is no love in them that satisfies justice. Love that satisfies justice is always unselfish,  self-giving,  willing to suffer inconvenience, even heartache and shame. 

It is concerned about the need of another, and yet concerned that the way that need is met will not affect still others adversely. That is righteousness. It is not merely doing something helpful. There are a great many things done in the world today that are helpful, and we tend to label them as righteous, but they are not righteous. They are helpful but so much of our activity in helping one another arises directly out of our own self-interest. 

Many of us would positively be astounded if we could see how much of what we do is really because, down deep, somehow, our own self-interest is involved. We get something out of it. Such actions may be helpful, and surely we are grateful for all such acts. Human life would not be possible if people did not respond in helpfulness, even for causes of self-interest, to one another. But they are not righteous deeds. Further, righteousness is not something costly. 

I know there are those who give away fortunes, even give up their lives, for causes they believe in. We tend to label these as righteous deeds, but they are not necessarily so. 

The Apostle Paul reminds us in 1st Corinthians 13:3:- “And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.”

They are not righteous, because righteousness always consists of TWO elements, - love that satisfies justice. It is to give, whether or not you receive anything in return, and in such a way that no encouragement is given to evil. That is righteousness. That is the way God behaves. It is the way we, as His children must behave also.

Luke 6:35:-"But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful {selfish} and evil men.” That is righteousness. 

Now if you know how God behaves, and what righteousness is when you see it, then you will know that everyone who does that is born of Him. That is the mark.

A child bears the nature of his father, and a person who has been "born of God" will reveal the characteristics of the Heavenly Father. Ephesians 5:1:- (NASB) "Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children” {imitate their father} 

1st Peter 1:14-16:-14.  “{Live} as obedient children {of God}, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15.  but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,  16.  because it is written, "Be holy, for I am holy.''

Does YOUR life bear the marks of obedience,  love, and truth? Is your Christian life something real – Is it genuine - authentic?  Or, is it counterfeit?  It is a question of truth - or consequences.!!  And if you do not face the truth, you must pay the consequences.!!

CHAPTER 3

PASSAGE 1st John 3:1

1st John 3:1 :- “See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.”

John wants his readers to take special note of something quite incredible. The word, “see”, or, “Behold” is a dramatic word conveying an idea similar to someone pulling a cord that unveils a statue in a public meeting.  

It is a strong command to focus on the subject at hand. John says in effect, “Take note of the amazing,  unadulterated,  undying love of God for us”. John is overwhelmed by the degree of love that the Father has shown. 

This chapter is introduced with John's total astonishment concerning the wonderful love of God. It is humanly impossible for one to explain the depth of God's phenomenal love. In fact, John does not attempt to describe it. How could he? 

Instead, he simply stands amazed by it. He marvels at how great that love really is. 

In his hymn, “The Love of God”, Frederick Lehman summarizes the inexhaustible subject of God's divine benevolence with these words:-

"Could we with ink the ocean fill, 

And were the skies of parchment made, 

Were every stalk on earth a quill 

And every man a scribe by trade;

To write the love of God above 

Would drain the ocean dry: 

Nor could the scroll contain the whole, 

Tho' stretched from sky to sky."

Here is an astonishing thing, John says. It is not the fact that God loves, but HOW God loves. That is the astonishing thing. 

The NKJ Bible translates the beginning of verse 1 as:-“Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us,”

Literally, the Greek for “what manner” is, "of what country" is this.!! It is an exclamation of astonishment, of surprise. What kind of country is this, what foreign land is this, that is represented in love like that! 

1st John 3:1 may be translated:- "Behold, what peculiar, out-of-this-world kind of incredible love the Father has lavished on us." 

God wants us to take special note of His unique and unconditional love for us. John wants us to concentrate on the nature and the wonderful exhibition of God’s love for us. God’s love is self-sacrificing, one-way love that is free to relate to us because of the death of His Son for our sins. That love is unconditional, unadulterated,  undiminished,  undying,  persistent  and  insistent. We can never ‘out-sin’ His love for us.  

His love is far greater than anything we can ever do or say. It is the uniqueness and extravagance of God's love that is in view in this verse. 

How is God's love unique? "Well," John says, "in that it makes us, you and me, the children of God." Perhaps some of you are thinking, "Well, you may be surprised at this, but I'm not. I consider it quite logical. Why shouldn't I be a child of God, like anyone else?"

If you think this, then you do not understand righteousness. What kind of pride is it that makes us think of ourselves as some kind of special catch that God has made. Romans 5:6 reveals to us how God saw us when he found us. "when we were still without strength, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly," -- for us.

There are three words that describe us in that passage: "When we were still without strength," When we were helpless: when we were unable to make any contribution to the redemption we desperately needed; when there was not a thing we could do about it, we were utterly bankrupt, and even our good was tainted with self-interest so that we could make no contribution whatsoever; "when we were still without strength, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly," -- for us. 

But it does not stop there, it goes on even further in Romans 5:8:-. "But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us." 

We were sinners from birth and have for the most part been in rebellion against God. But it was while we were still in our sin that God set His love upon us. While we were yet sinners, - while we were proud, overbearing in our attitude toward God, treating Him with condescension, indifference, and contempt. When we were this way, Christ died for us.!! 

Even this does not exhaust this description of man’s natural state contrasted with God’s incredible love. Paul goes on a verse or two later in Romans 5:10-a to say:- “For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son….,

Not only without strength, - not only sinners, proud and contemptuous  in our attitude; but also when we were absolutely opposed to God, enemies of His grace, treacherous, hateful, resenting what God was doing and resisting every attempt He made to reach us:-

Even then:- God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 

This is utterly amazing. We might be able to conceive of loving people who used to be our enemies, but we can’t conceive of loving people who are still our avowed enemies. 

And this is why John is so amazed at the kind of love that is bestowed upon us, a love that would enable us to be called children of God. God wraps His love in the sacrificial gift of Jesus Christ. God flings the bloodstained mantle of his love over us and calls us His children. The greatness of this love is shown in that by it, we are called children of the living God.!! 

As God looked down on lost humanity, He might have merely had a charitable compassion, a pity on our plight, both in this life and in eternity. With a mere pity, He might have set forth a plan of salvation where man could be saved from eternal incarceration in hell. But God went far beyond that, to adopt us into His very own family and call us the children of God.

We can picture someone helping or saving someone, but not going so far as to make them a part of the family - but this is what God has done for us. Look at it, be staggered by it---the depth, the quality, the commitment of heart that He has made to us.!!  We are called, "children of God!" 

And all who have received Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour ARE children of God---it's not just a name that we're borrowing on a temporary basis. It's true of us FOREVER.!!  We ARE God's children.!! 

John sees this clearly and shouts out in the middle of verse 1:- And such we are.!! We obtain the right to this title through our new birth and adoption into the family of God. (John 1:12). “But as many as received Him, {Christ} to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name:”

Is that not amazing? What is it that makes us slow to believe the love of God? Sometimes it is pride, which demands to prove itself worthy of the love of God before it will receive it. But man will never be worthy of God’s love.!! Sometimes it is unbelief, which cannot trust the love of God when it sees the hurt and pain and suffering of life. And sometimes it just takes time for a person to come to a fuller understanding of the immensity of God’s love.

Have you ever spent much time contemplating just how much God loves you? Now, I am not asking you if you FEEL loved. I am asking whether you have looked at the evidence for God’s love and spent time thinking about the implications of the evidence of the love of God. There is a vast difference. 

Far too often we operate on the level of feeling. But feelings are extremely fickle. Feelings are no indication of reality. A person may feel invincible but he is not. A person may feel like he can fly but he can’t. A person may feel like he is stupid and he may be right.!! Feelings are not always true and are often not true reflections of reality. Feelings are feelings and reality is the way it actually is. 

There is plenty of evidence that feelings lead millions of people astray and into making disastrous and costly decisions in life .If you will spend time looking at the evidence of how much you are loved by God, it will transform the way you think and feel. You will be as overwhelmed as was the apostle John. 

Being a child of God means that we are immensely loved by Him. But isn’t everyone a child of God? Doesn’t God love everyone, making them a child of God? 

No, God does not call all humanity His children, as some people believe. Paul makes that clear in his letter to the Galatians in Galatians 3:26:-"For you are all the children of God, by faith in Jesus Christ," 

God’s love is expressed to ALL mankind in the giving of His Son for the sins of the world, but this does not make all of humanity the children of God in the sense John means it here. The only one God ever calls His child is the one who has exercised saving faith in Jesus Christ. 

God is not "the Father of all mankind." This is an absolutely unbiblical phrase. It has NO justification whatever in the Scriptures, in fact, it is positively denied. 

He is the CREATOR of all mankind. We all share with every other human being on the face of this earth a common heritage in humanity. We are all members of ONE race. But we are not all the children of God. 

We are children of God only by faith in Jesus Christ. We are God’s elect, - God’s aristocracy. God gives us both His Name and His Nature. God gives us a greater honour than the recognition of men; it is the honour to be a child of God, a son of eternal destiny. 

But do not expect the world in general to recognize this. Being a child of God means that we will be misunderstood by others. We are misunderstood by those who do not know God. 

Listen to what John says at the end of verse 1:-   (1st John 3:1) “Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.”

This is the reason that this world does not understand what a Christian is all about. It is because they do not know Him. And because people do not know Him they also do not know us. This is why we are so misunderstood. And this is why we should not expect that people who do not know Christ will understand and sympathize with Christians or Christianity. 

In fact, we are told that they will persecute true believers. And we are seeing evidence of that persecution in our world today, even in our own society.

When Jesus was here among men, when He walked for 33 and a half years living among them in the intimacy of daily life. There was never a moment that He didn’t clearly and continuously manifest righteousness and the nature and character of God. It was as clear as daylight. There could never be a clearer human revelation of what God is like than there was in the Son of God. It was a perfect picture, but still they did not know Him. 

Even then, they failed to recognize Him, they did not know Who He was. They did not know when He stood before them, that here was God Himself behaving as God IN perfect Man. They saw only the externals. They saw Him as a peasant's son, - a carpenter, as a tub-thumping rabble-rouser, - OR, at best, as a good man experiencing incredible bad luck. That is how they saw Him. 

Unbelievers did not understand Christ even when He was among them. They rejected Him, treated Him as a criminal, - spat upon Him, killed Him. Why should they treat us any differently? 

The believer’s worldview is so distinct from the world that non-Christians cannot recognize their quality of life. The world did not welcome Christ at His first coming, so it does not understand His followers either. 

John 1:10-11:-

10.  “He {Christ} was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.”

11.  He came to His own {creation, domain, to that which belonged to Him}, and His own did not receive {welcome} Him”.

From the time of His birth in Bethlehem until the day He returned to His glory in Heaven, He was in the very same world in which we now live. He had brought the whole world into being and was moment-by-moment sustaining it as the awesome Creator. Instead of recognizing Him as the Creator, men thought that He was just another man like themselves. They treated Him like a stranger and an outcast.

Paul, writing to the Corinthians, said in 1st Corinthians 2:8:-”for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.”

If they had any idea Who it was that was standing before them; IF they could have discerned the glory of His character; IF they had seen behind the externals to the inward beauty He was exhibiting, they would never have nailed Him to a cruel Roman cross. That is the last thing they would have done.

But they did not see -- and why not? – Because they shut their ears to what He said. They would not believe Him, and, therefore, they could not see Him for Who he really is. 

Now if they did not know Him in spite of the perfect manifestation of righteousness which He was giving; Then surely we cannot expect the world to recognize us as children of God, or to treat us with the respect that a child of God ought to expect. They will not. Do not be surprised at this. 

All the writers of Scripture say:-“Do not be surprised if the world discounts your Christian testimony, laughs in your face, and makes scornful, even contemptuous, remarks about what you believe. Do not be surprised at that, they did it with the Lord too." They did not know Him. 

And it will still be true of us, as John is pointing out. The message of the cross which has transformed hundreds of millions of lives is regarded as utter foolishness to fallen,  unredeemed mankind.

God states this through Paul in 1st Corinthians 1:18:-“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”

The message of the cross; The principle which demonstrates love and sacrificial giving and repudiates self-interest; The principle which forsakes any advantage you may gain out of a situation, in order to gain advantage for God; The principle which risks income, position, and sometimes even life itself in order to be true, honest, clean and committed -- that principle, this dying world says, is “foolish”. 

But the good news is that no matter how much we are misunderstood or even persecuted, NONE of that can change how much God loves us. We are His children and we are greatly loved by Him at all times. And we are destined to be like Him. Now the challenge for us as believers, as children of God, is to LIVE like the children of God we are. 

John says, "And that is what we are!" You are a child of God – live like one! The question John leaves with us in this whole section is this: "What is the quality of YOUR life?" What is it like? What kind of life are you displaying before others? Do they recognize you as a child of God? The world will not, necessarily, but do other Christians? Do you have the mark?

You know, I believe that a large part of the problem with this troubled, tortured, turbulent world, with its twisted concepts and its evident confusion, can be traced right back to the Christian church. So many Christians have failed to manifest the righteousness of God. 

If we were laying hold of what is so abundantly provided for us in Christ; IF, in our homes, we were reflecting God’s righteousness, there would be no more bickering,  quarrelling,  fighting, coldness and insults, between husband and wife, or parents and children. Instead, we would be a demonstration of the righteousness of God.

We would then be allowing the love of God and the Life of Jesus Christ to flow in and through us to this sin-darkened world. What a difference this would make, not only to our own peace and happiness, but also to those whom we love, and to those living in this world.

To “practice righteousness” you must firstly be a child of God. You also need to abide in Christ which means to walk in the light as a child of light. 

In order to practice this righteousness that John discusses, there must be no unconfessed sin in the life. When there is no unconfessed sin in the life a believer will be filled, or controlled by the indwelling Holy Spirit. He is then said to be walking in fellowship with Jesus Christ and this of course enables him to “practice” and reflect the very righteousness of God. This is utterly amazing. 

PASSAGE 1st John 3:2

1st John 3:2 - “Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.” 

The theme that holds our attention through this section of John is that of maintaining righteousness.

Previously we saw that John was pointing out a vital fact. John said in verse 29 that:- If you know that He {Christ} is righteous,{only then will}  you know that everyone also who practices righteousness is born of Him.”

We noted that in order to “practice righteousness” you must firstly be a child of God. And we noted that this is because the righteousness that John was referring to is the very righteousness of God Himself. We defined this righteousness as the way that God Himself behaves. 

God is always consistent with Himself, - - He always acts like God. He cannot act in any other way. Therefore, whatever He does is righteous. That is the standard, so that righteousness is God behaving as God.

In order to practice this righteousness that John discusses, there must be no unconfessed sin in the life. When there is no unconfessed sin in the life, a believer will be filled, or controlled by the indwelling Holy Spirit. He is then said to be walking in fellowship with Jesus Christ and this enables him to “practice” or reflect the very righteousness of God. God’s righteousness produces His righteousness IN the believer. That is the simplicity of it.

We noted also the incredible love that God has demonstrated toward fallen man. John reminded us that God’s love is self-sacrificing, one-way love that is unconditional, unadulterated, undiminished, undying, persistent and insistent. John pointed out the uniqueness and extravagance of God's love that makes all who receive Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, the children of God. God actually adopts the new believer into His very own family and willingly becomes their loving and devoted Heavenly Father forever.

We also noted that because this fallen world did not recognize Jesus Christ when He walked among men, it will not recognize Christians who follow Him, either. In the eyes of a stuffy, respectable, self-centred world, anyone who acts with that kind of love that God has, is always a little suspect. Because we act differently they regard us as rather foolish, ignorant, odd, certainly slightly mad. That is a recognition that there is something mysterious about true Christians that makes them act differently. 

The Word of God makes it very clear that an unbeliever cannot possibly understand spiritual matters. This is because spiritual matters have to be spiritually discerned and unbelievers do not have the spiritual apparatus to do that. But the natural  {non-spiritual} man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”

As Henry David Thoreau put it, about another matter:- "If I do not seem to be keeping step with those about me it is because I am listening to another drum beat." 

That is what Christians are doing, walking to another drum beat. It is that which makes us act a bit different. 

That mystery is evident in these opening words of Verse 2:-“Beloved, now we are children of God;” The emphatic word in that sentence is the word “now”. It is the first word in the Greek structure, and that is always the most emphasized word in a sentence. "Now we are children of God."

Our present standing is plain. NOW we are children of God. Eternal life belongs to us NOW. We are not waiting until we die to get it, but we are born again right NOW. Eternal salvation is not progressive but instantaneous. (John 5:24). 

There will never be a time when a child of God is NOT a child of God. We have the life of Jesus Christ IN us NOW. We are the heirs of all God's glory and promises NOW. 

As a result of our faith in the redemptive work of Jesus Christ, God has become our Father and made us permanent citizens of Heaven NOW. This is very significant. It is significant because we were not always children of God. 

The Bible nowhere teaches that every human being is a child of God. In fact, it teaches quite the opposite. It teaches that we come into this world alienated from God. The Bible teaches that it is a mistake to automatically assume that we are in the family of God simply because we have been born into the family of MAN. In fact, the Bible teaches that unbelievers are children of darkness alienated from God. 

But when we come to Christ and accept Him as our Lord and Saviour, all that changes. Colossians 1:13 tells us that as God’s children we have been delivered from the power of darkness. And 1st Peter 2:9 confirms that we have been called out of darkness into His marvellous light. We have become children of light. 

In Ephesians 5:8 we read:- “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light”

So we see that a great transformation has already taken place in our lives. Coming to Christ has altered the very core of our being. We have been made God’s children. 

And our text emphasizes the present reality of this fact. We are God’s children now. We are forgiven now. We are born-again now. We have the very life of Jesus Christ now. Our inheritance is in heaven awaiting us now. Our citizenship is in heaven now.

Certainly a great change has taken place in our lives as a result of our coming to know Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour. This is John’s theme throughout the whole letter. We can know, and have an assurance, that we are indeed among the children of God NOW.  

How can we know this for sure? Romans 8:16 tells us:- “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.” 

If you are a child of God, you have the inward assurance of the Holy Spirit that you are a member of God’s very own family. The Holy Spirit does this primarily through the Word of God. As a Christian reads the Word of God the Holy Spirit confirms the truth that, because he has trusted the Saviour, he is now a child of God.

But, I want to remind you that we are still a work in progress. God is not finished with us yet. 

John goes on to say in verse 2:- and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be,

Although Christians are God’s children, they are not yet what they will finally become. They are in this process now but they will come to a point of perfection at a future time. What we are now is a foretaste of what we WILL be. Our present state as a Christian is an indication of our future glory. 

Indeed, salvation itself is a process. It begins in regeneration, continues in sanctification, and ultimately results in glorification. That is the process. When we are spiritually born-again, we experience regeneration. 

In other words, we are made alive by the Spirit of Christ. We become a NEW creation in Christ. We are re-born from above. 

And now we are in the exciting process of sanctification. This means that we are being changed on a daily basis by the power of the Holy Spirit working IN us. This process never ends in this life. In other words, we are progressively becoming more and more like Christ. 

And of course our ultimate goal is glorification. This is what will happen when Christ returns. Our bodies will be changed in the twinkling of an eye and we will enter into the fullness of what God has for us. 

Right now, however, the focus of our lives is on this process of sanctification. Sanctification simply means that we are progressively being changed more into the image of Jesus Christ. This is His goal for every believer. 

It is clearly stated in Romans 8:29:- “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son,” {and share inwardly Christ’s likeness}

That ungodly sinners should one day be transformed into the image of Christ by a miracle of grace is one of the most astounding truths of divine revelation!! The point is not, of course, that we will ever have the attributes of deity, or even that we will have Christ’s facial resemblance. The meaning is that we will be morally like Him, absolutely free from sin, and that we will have glorified bodies like His.

By the way, this does not mean that we cease to be ourselves, full of the distinct personality and character God has given us. It does mean though that when we stand before God as His children in glorified bodies, we will at last be rid of our sin nature. Heaven will not be like the Nirvana of Eastern mysticism, where ALL personality is dissolved into God like a drop of water into the ocean. 

We will still be ourselves, but our character and nature will be perfected into the image of Jesus’ perfection. But we will not be "clones" of Jesus in heaven! The Geneva Bible has correctly pointed out in their footnote that we shall be LIKE Him, "but not EQUAL" to Him.

Tell me, do you long to be conformed into the image of Jesus Christ? God will never force a person to be like Him if they don’t want to. 

And that is what HELL is for. For people who have made a conscious decision that they don’t want to be like Jesus Christ. Hell is God’s final resort for those who continue to rebel against Him, rejecting His peace proposal offered to all through the sacrificial death of His only Son. 

The sobering, eternal truth is that with regard to the issue of where one wants to spend eternity, God gives man what he really wants. If you really want to be conformed to the image of Jesus Christ, it will show in your life now, and it will be a fact in eternity. 

Likewise, if you wish to live your life out in rebellion against a loving God, it will also show in your life now, and it will also be a terrifying fact in eternity. Becoming more and more like Christ should be the goal of every true believer. 

It is one of the Holy Spirit’s favourite ministries in the believer’s life. – to progressively conform the believer to the image of Christ. But it takes the believer’s cooperation and obedience in confessing any known sins to the Father as soon as he or she becomes aware of them. While there is unconfessed sin remaining in a believer’s life, this particular ministry of the Holy Spirit is at a standstill. Instead, the Holy Spirit has to commence the ministry of restoration in the believer’s life and this involves discipline from the Father. 

So we see that we have been changed and are continually and progressively being changed into the image of Jesus Christ during our lifetime on earth.

But John says in our verse 2 that:- “it has not yet been revealed what we shall be”

I read an account of an old farmer who loaded his wife and son in the truck and went to the big city. Now this old farmer had never seen a big city lift. 

When he went to the hotel to check in, he left his wife in the truck and he and his son walked into the lobby. Across from the registration desk, he caught his first glimpse of a modern lift, although he did not know what it was. There were two beautiful shiny brass doors that he watched open. He saw an elderly gentleman get into the tiny room and the doors closed. 

He saw the lights above the lift light up one after the other and then a few minutes later the doors opened again. Out stepped a young handsome man. This time an old elderly lady stepped in and the doors closed behind her. Again the lights above the lift lit up one at a time and finally the doors opened again. This time, out stepped a beautiful young woman. At this the old farmer turned to his son and said, "Son, go get Mama."

There are times that all of us would like a change for the better. ALL of us would like to use that lift for ourselves at times. None of us have arrived at the place where we want to be. We are ALL still on the journey.

But while we are not what we want ultimately to be, we are not what we were either. But, we are on the way.!! We have made some progress. We are not what we once were. And this should give us great hope. 

We are being transformed more and more each day as we follow Christ. This is the power of the Christian life. This is the power of the Spirit of Jesus Christ working within our lives. 

Christianity is all about transformation. It is all about change, improvement and spiritual growth. If we are not changing then we are not living the Christian life as we should be. Thank God we are not what we were, and thank God that we will ultimately be even more transformed before we finish the journey. 

I heard of a bumper sticker on a car which had 11 letters and read, "P-B-P-W-M-G-I-F-W-M-Y." Those letter stood for:-"Please Be Patient With Me — God Isn’t Finished With Me Yet." 

It’s true we are still a work in progress. God has begun a great work in our lives, and He will continue to carry on that work until completion. And the Bible teaches that one day we will ultimately be forever transformed as we enter eternity. 

There is a sign placed beside each Christian which reads, "God At Work." And one day God will bring His work to fulfilment in our lives as we see Him face-to-face. This is the blessed hope for the Christian. 

We look toward that great day of Christ’s return. We look toward that event in history which will bring history to a close. It will inaugurate a new era – an era of God’s Kingdom. God’s Kingdom will come in its fullness and our lives will be forever transformed. 

Our text tells us about this blessed hope. It records for us the truth that there is a great day in which God’s purposes for our lives will be fulfilled. It will be a day of great transformation and inexpressible JOY for us. Then we will step out of the lift with a new spiritual body and a brand new existence will begin for us.

Paul speaks of this in that great 8th chapter of Romans, where he says in Romans 8:19 he says :-“For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God.”

Paul uses two words that are very colourful there. He says the whole creation " eagerly waits,". The word, “waits” is a word that means "to stand on tiptoe", while the word, “eagerly”  means "to crane the neck with eagerness."  The whole creation is standing on tiptoe, craning the neck with eager anticipation of the time that is coming when the great secret now hidden among mankind will be revealed.

What secret is the apostle talking about? This is the time when all the children of God will be clearly revealed to a wondering world, as “sons of God”. This will occur when the Lord Jesus returns to reign on earth and we return here with Him. This momentous event will occur at the end of the 7-year tribulation period.

We are already the sons of God through our spiritual rebirth, but the world neither recognises nor appreciates us as such. When that day arrives, the conditions it will bring about upon the earth will be remarkable and exceedingly glorious. That is what the world unconsciously senses is ahead. You know, in preparation for our roles in eternity, and for the purpose of glorifying Christ in time, God permits trials and suffering in life to condition the believer in time and to move him toward spiritual maturity.

How many of us have questions about what is happening to us, especially when pain and suffering strikes? We know there is some lesson in them, we have learned that much about God. Sometimes when we go through sorrow, difficulty, or pain and suffering we say, "Lord, make me stronger and wiser from this." 

We do learn certain lessons and think they are all learned, yet sometimes the pain and suffering goes on, doesn’t it? That is when our faith is really put to the test. When the pain, the darkness, the strife, or the hardship still continues, and yet we have learned all the apparent lessons, - that is when our hearts cry, "Why, Lord? – I don’t understand"

Well, that is exactly why John says it does not yet appear what we shall be, and Paul adds something to this in 2nd Corinthians 4:16-17:-

16.  “Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. 

17.  For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,” 

Paul had been explaining in the earlier verses his willingness to undergo all kinds of suffering and danger. Why? - Because he had before him the certain hope of being in the very Presence of Jesus Christ.!! Therefore, he did not lose heart.

Although on the one hand, the process of physical decay was going on constantly; yet on the other hand, there was a spiritual renewal which enabled him to go on in spite of every adverse circumstance.

The fact that the outward man is perishing needs little explanation or comment. It is all too evident in our bodies which creak and groan and finally die.!! You know, growing old has to be painful for those without Jesus Christ. 

They have nothing to look forward to except loss of health and the bleak, black terminus of the grave. Their limbs creak and their bodies ache. They often become depressed and bitter.

But, in contrast, the best is yet ahead for the Christian old person. He or she has a brighter and better day. This event, this change is no further away than your own physical death -- and may be much closer than that if the Rapture occurs before that time. Thank God that we are not now what we once were.  

Paul tells us not to lose heart and he is rejoicing in the fact that God sends daily supplies of power for Christian service. Paul says that even though our physical body is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day!! 

Thus, it is true as Michelangelo said:- “The more the marble wastes, the more the statue grows.”

Harry Ironside made this comment:- “We are told that our material bodies are completely changed every 7 years.

Yet we have a consciousness of still being the SAME persons. Our personality is unchanged from year to year, and so with regard to the greater change as yet to come. The same life is still in the butterfly that was in the grub.”

In the previous verse 17 in 2nd Corinthians 4, the Apostle Paul cries:- “For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,” 

For our light affliction, Is that not an amazing description, when you read the list of things he went through? From the Jews 5 times he received 40 stripes minus one; 3 times he was beaten with rods, and on another occasion he was severely stoned with rocks. 3 times he was shipwrecked and spent a night and a day in the sea. He was thrown into prison on many occasions because of his preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He knew hunger and thirst and deprivation, but he groups it all together and labels it:-

“this light affliction”  and says that it is “working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,” 

When we read of the terrible afflictions which the apostle Paul endured, it may seem hard for us to understand how he could speak of them simply as “light afflictions.” In a very real sense, they were not at all light. They were bitter and cruel. 

But the explanation lies in the fantastic comparison that Paul makes. The afflictions viewed by themselves might be ever so heavy, - but when compared with the “eternal weight of glory” that lies ahead, - then they are indeed light!!

Paul and John were both looking ahead with eager expectation to seeing the bigger and completed picture. It is all working out toward something that will not be manifest now, in this life, but later. It is producing a weight of glory that is yet to appear.

I read of an artist who was painting a picture he felt would be his masterpiece. He was working away on it in his studio, painting the background colour, when a friend came in. 

The artist stepped back and said, "Have a look at it!   It's my masterpiece. What do you think of it?" The friend said, "Well, it doesn't look like much to me, just a mass of colour." And the artist said, "Oh, I forgot. You're seeing it as it is, but I see it as it will be!" 

Surely God looks at us that way!! He sees us as we will be, but it does not yet appear to US what we shall be. Paul said of our present walk in 1st Corinthians 13:12:- “For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known.”

Today, when we look in a good mirror, the image is very clear. But in the ancient world, mirrors were made out of polished metal, and the image was always unclear and somewhat distorted. We see Jesus now in a dim, translucent way, but one day we will see Him with perfect clarity.

Our Verse 2 in 1st John continues:- “but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.” Our text teaches us that there are certain things we can count on. One of those things is that Jesus will come again. Our text talks about the time when He appears. It doesn’t say IF He appears, it says WHEN He appears. It is absolutely certain. 

Jesus gave His assurance of this. He said that He was going away to prepare a place for us and that He would come again and receive us to Himself. 

Sometimes I try to think what God has in store for us when He returns. I don’t know about you, but I don’t believe that we will spend eternity in some sort of glorified retirement colony. We will not be sitting on clouds in glorified bathrobes playing harps for eternity. I do not believe that eternity will be boring at all. I believe God has quite a great adventure in store for us. 

It is interesting that the Bible never tells us exactly what eternity will be like. But it gives us some clues. One of the clues that is the most interesting to me is when the Bible tells us that we will rule and reign with Jesus Christ. 

Think about it. How are we going to do that? When we think of the nature of man, there's the tendency to think only of his fleshly existence; that he is a temporal sort of creature. And yet that's not really true. You and I are immortal creatures. 

Not immortal as God, who has always existed and will always exist, but immortal only now that we've been created and will henceforth live forever. Like the angels, we are on equal footing here. Like the angels, we will live forever. It is where we will spend eternity and in what state that is decided prior to our departure in physical death.

But for a little while the Bible says, man has been made a little lower than the angels because we are temporarily confined to these physical bodies. We have been created in the image of God and now that we are redeemed through faith in Christ, we have at last been reunited to our heavenly Father. And, being reunited with our Heavenly Father, we have gained, once more, the original intent in the Garden. And that is to reign with Christ in glory and honour for all eternity.

That’s why we read in Hebrews 2:6-8:-

6.  But one testified in a certain place, saying: "What is man that You are mindful of him, or the son of man that You take care of him? 

7.  You made him a little lower than the angels; You crowned him with glory and honour, and set him over the works of Your hands. 

8.  You have put all things in subjection under his feet.'' For in that He put all in subjection under him, He left nothing that is not put under him. But now we do not yet see all things put under him.”

Here again, we see that God had and STILL has every intention of allowing man to share in His glory in a way whereby we reign together with our Lord Jesus Christ! Everything that belongs to Christ, now belongs to us, who have embraced Him by faith. This is part of our inheritance which our Lord Jesus Christ has secured for us in Himself. 

So, as believers in our Lord Jesus Christ we've got all of these great things going for us! We've got a great salvation which is eternally ours and we've got promise after promise of a fabulous inheritance reserved for us with our Lord. And we've got the sure hope of reigning with our Lord Jesus Christ.!!  It doesn't get any better than this! 

Life is good now, and it will get ever so much better soon! And as one writer puts it:- "there's more, it's called "the rest of the story."  This is where we should be drawing our hope and joy. 

Man was created by God to fellowship with Him and reign with Him. What this tells us is that just as Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father, all men who trust in Christ will one day realize that all things will be subjected to us in Christ. 

He has gone before us and has arrived on the other side and says:- "I have accomplished all things for your inheritance just as I said I would, and in Me you will fully enjoy this inheritance one day." "Follow Me as I lead you home and trust Me that all that I possess, you too, will possess." "Don't lose hope, don't ever despair, for in My resurrection is found the reality of YOUR resurrection." 

You know, sometimes we neglect to get a handle on this aspect of our salvation because it seems so obvious. Angels are not the ones who will rule and reign with Christ in the coming world. You and I in Christ will! 

You and I are human beings. Think about it! IF angels were the ones destined to reign with God then Jesus would have come as an angel. He would be seated at the right hand of the Father as an angel. But He's not! 

Are you and I important to Jesus Christ as human beings? The Son of God became man. He lived as a man, He died as a perfect man, He rose from the dead as a man and He now sits at the right hand of the Father as the Son of Man with a glorified human body which He will have for ALL eternity. And you and I as children of God will one day receive our glorified bodies like our Lord. 

Is mankind sort of special in the sight of God.?  You Betcha.!!      (John 3:16)

Does He have special plans for you and me as His children today, as well as for eternity? You Betcha.!!!!!

There is a wonderful life awaiting us with Him.!!! 

Our text also says that when He appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. We have already discussed how the goal for every Christian is conformity to the image of Christ. What is in view here is the ultimate conformity that we will experience. The process has already begun. We are being changed. 

And one day that process of change will be completed. We shall be like Him. Christians will receive full transformation, spiritually and physically, at the point when Christ comes back at the Rapture.

But what does it mean when it says, "for we shall see Him as He is. There will be a day when we will see Jesus with unhindered, direct sight when we meet Him in His immediate Presence. 

We will see Him in His resurrected body. We will not see Jesus hanging on the cross writhing in agony. No, we will see Him in His glorified state as the conquering Son of God.

The body that we have now is a wonderful piece of workmanship but it is nothing compared to the body we will have in that day. For children of God, the best is yet ahead! Our bodies will be just like Jesus’ resurrected body when Jesus comes. Our character will be like Jesus one day. This is the consummation of salvation. Remember, we are now still in the process of being changed into that image. 

In 2nd Corinthians 3:18 we read:- “But we all, with unveiled face, [i.e., with the blindness taken from our eyes by the Holy Spirit, the Spirit who teaches us all things], beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image [right now, as we see the Lord revealed to us from the Word of God by the Holy Spirit, and in the experience of fellowship with one another, we are being changed into His likeness] from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.”

Heaven is precious to us for many reasons. We long to be with loved ones who have passed before us and whom we miss so dearly. We long to be with the great men and women of God who have passed before us in centuries past. We want to walk the streets of gold, and see the angels round the throne of God worshipping Him day and night. 

However, none of those things, precious as they are, make heaven really "heaven." What makes heaven, heaven is the unhindered, unrestricted, Presence of our Lord, and to see Him as He is will be the greatest experience of our eternal existence. One day we will see the Lord in all of His glory. We shall be forever united with Him in glory – ultimate glory. This is the awesome and thrilling experience that we as Christians can with confidence look forward to.

PASSAGE 1st John 3:3-5:-

1st John 3:3-5

3.  “And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

4.  Whoever commits {practices} sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 

5.  And you know that He  {Christ} was manifested to take away {upon Himself} our sins, and in Him there is {absolutely} no sin”. 

“This hope” refers to the Rapture when God will transform the believer to be just like the Lord Jesus Christ. The word “hope” means confident expectation and assurance concerning something sure to occur in the future.  

Having the anticipation of being with Jesus Christ, and being aware of His soon coming for His children, can have a marvellous purifying effect in our lives. It makes us want to be ready to meet Him with confidence and not be ashamed. It causes us to monitor our lifestyle and to serve Him, and to diligently follow Him now. Knowing our eternal destiny, and living in this certain hope will purify our lives. 

What a powerful motivation this should be for every Christian today! To accept our circumstances, - to stop complaining with what God sends to us, and begin in everything to give thanks, allowing God to work things out in our lives. "Someday, I'm going to be a priceless and refined diamond, visible for who I am. So I should start acting that way now."

Just as anticipation of company coming for dinner triggers preparation for their coming; Anticipation of Christ’s soon-coming for us should make a difference in how we behave and live our lives. As the hymn says, “The things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace.”  

The word “purifies” means to cleanse from anything that is inconsistent with the character of Christ. The person looking for the imminent coming of the Lord will always keep short accounts with God. He does not harbour grudges or bitterness in his heart against anyone. He confesses all known sins to the Father on a regular basis.

Regular cleansing of sin is imperative for fellowship with the Lord and for spiritual growth in Christ. If we harbour hard feelings in our heart toward anyone, we will get a busy signal when we dial heaven.  (Psalm 66:18).  “If I regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear.”

We cannot afford to harbour hard feelings in our hearts as Christians for they will tarnish and impede our own spiritual growth. And it will affect the happiness and lives of other people around us, too. 

Remember that no one on earth is important enough to hate! If we carry hate and bitterness in our hearts, joy will depart from our souls. The thrill and joy of the Christian life will quickly depart from us.  

Do you have your books balanced in this area before you meet the Lord face to face? Your antagonist does not have to like you. They may never come to the place where they deal with their problems or sins. They may never repent of their actions against you. Who cares? Leave them with God!

Their problems are none of your affair. Do NOT let them ruin your Christian life! Your main concern is pleasing the Lord and meeting Him with confidence and a clear conscience. We need to be a blessing, not a cursing, to people. In view of God’s marvellous promises to us, as His children, we should cleanse ourselves from anything that interrupts our fellowship with our loving Heavenly Father.

2nd Corinthians 7:1:-“Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”

Do you know what our fervent desire and prayer should always be? “Father, make me as holy as it is possible for a person to be on this side of Heaven.” We should constantly search our hearts just in case we need to deal with anything before Jesus comes for us. If we are trusting in Jesus Christ and in the future hope of glory, we will live our lives in preparation for that great day to come. 

And when He returns we want to be found faithfully doing what we should be doing in the place where He wants us to be. How about YOU? Are you living a life of obedience and surrender to the Lord? If He would return today, would you be ready?

Or, are you one of those people who secretly wish that Jesus would postpone His coming until you had lots more fun and could do a lot of things that you just happen to have in the pipeline at the moment? If you are, then it means that you are a prisoner of this world system and have become infatuated with it. It means that you don’t have the remotest idea of the glory that lies ahead for every Christian when Jesus returns.

Speaking of Christ’s coming for the church, our verse 3 says:-“And everyone who has this hope in Him

This hope is IN Him, - in Jesus Christ. Ultimately, our hope is not in heaven, or, in our own glory in heaven. Our hope is in our blessed Saviour. Have you set your hope on other things? 

Have you set your hope on making a lot of money, or on a relationship, on success, on your health, on your possessions, or simply just on yourself? Our only real hope is in Him.

God says that this world is passing away. Everything in it already has the stamp of oblivion on it. Our fragile, physical bodies are wearing out and will one day surely die. And have you ever noticed that shrouds have no pockets? No-one arrives in heaven with a convoy of Mack trucks loaded full of earthly possessions. Our only real hope and assurance is in Him. – In the risen Jesus Christ.!!

Some of you may have heard of a woman called, Martha Snell Nicholson who, for more than 35 years was an invalid, bound to her bed. Despite her condition, her spirit was tranquil and triumphant through those many weary years, and she wrote some wonderful Christian poetry. A number of years before she died she wrote about her hope of the coming of the Lord. This is what she says:-

"The best part is the blessed hope of his soon coming. How I ever lived before I grasped that wonderful truth, I do not know. How anyone lives without it these trying days I cannot imagine. Each morning I think, with a leap of the heart, 'He may come today.' And each evening, - “When I awake I may be in glory.” 

Each day must be lived as though it were to be my last, and there is so much to be done to purify myself and to set my house in order. I am on tiptoe with expectancy. There are no more grey days -- for the radiance of His coming is on the horizon. There are no more dull days, with glory just around the corner; And there are no more lonely days, with His footstep coming ever nearer, and the thought that soon, soon, I shall see His blessed face and be forever through with pain and tears."

That was written from a bed of pain and anguish. Martha Snell Nicholson had in her heart that blessed assurance that one day she would be in the very Presence of her Lord and Saviour. She was well aware that His coming again for His children is imminent. She was fully prepared-how about you?

Let’s now move on to verse 4:- “Whoever commits {practices} sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness.” 

We now see in this verse 4 the opposite of verse 3 which spoke of purifying oneself:-The Greek verb for the word, “commits”  is expressed in the present, continuous sense. It expresses continual, habitual behaviour. 

Now I would suggest to you that Verse 4 is a more profound identification of the source of all human heartache and misery than all the psychological books that have ever been written. “Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness”. 

Sin is no trivial matter, and it has some very real consequences. Most people today do have a sense of their own guilt.  They feel guilty, not because someone tells them they’re guilty, but because they truly ARE guilty. They are guilty because they have done something wrong. 

And this guilt is not some dysfunctional feeling we should not be having, as many so-called therapists would tell you in today’s world. In fact, guilt is a warning that tells us we have violated a moral code. But we do not like to feel guilty. 

And many have found that the answer is to do away with the notion of SIN. So, we’ve tried to redefine it. We play it down. We substitute other terms for sins, like faults, shortcomings, hang-ups, problems, mistakes, or we say we are sick or dysfunctional. 

We don’t like to use the word SIN because SIN sounds ominous. And to say we have sinned is to say that we are sinners. And we can’t use a word like that in today’s modern, world, can we? SIN sounds too much like a big deal and we don’t want to make it a big deal

This, however, is a very dangerous position for us to take personally and for us to take as a society. It’s dangerous because SIN obviously IS a big deal to God. SIN, you see, caused God to send His beloved Son Jesus Christ to suffer the humiliation and agony of His death on a cruel Roman cross. That was and is a big deal.

Our text defines the problem of sin and offers the only solution. It causes us to confront the reality of our current situation and challenges us to confront the consequences of our behaviour. It also shows us the heart of the Gospel in God’s solution to the problem of sin in the Person of Jesus Christ. 

Like it or not we live in a sinful society. Indeed, there is no other kind of society in which we could live. That is because societies are made up of people. And people are not perfect.

In our text, John uses the word SIN. When we see that word we are forced to look at the reality of sin. Sin is very real. Sin is not an illusion, nor is it an invention of a few religious people who wanted to give everyone a hard time. Sin is a violation of God’s law. 

The Bible says that ALL of us have violated God’s law. In Romans 3:23 we read, "For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." 

And God takes this sin quite seriously, even if we do not.  - But we should! When you think about it, even a small amount of sin compounded over a lifetime becomes quite a lot. Even if you only committed one sin a day for an average lifetime you would have over 25,000 sins on your record. 

Now, most of us manage to commit a few more than one sin a day. If you went into a court of law as a multiple offender with over 25,000 crimes for which you were guilty as charged, do you suppose you would be in more than just a little trouble? I think so. Does "throw the key away" sound like something the judge might say about you? 

This brings us to the NATURE of sin. Sin is rebellion against a holy God. It is incompatible with the will of God and with our spiritual birth. And it is not befitting to a member of the family of God.  

In the verse we quoted from Romans 3:23, sin was described as "falling short" of the glory of God. Literally, SIN is missing the mark. It is failing to live up to a moral standard. Sin is anything contrary to the character of God.  

When we sin we break the law. We become a law unto ourselves. It is an act of rebellion. And in our text, John describes sin as lawlessness. 

Billy Graham was once invited to speak at the National Council of Churches Conference and said these words. "We stand at the heart of a world revolution. Our world is on fire and man without God cannot control the flames. The fires of greed, hatred, and lust are sweeping uncontrollably around our globe. We live in the midst of crisis, danger, fear, and death."

There is not one among us who is not aware of the accuracy of those words. But what is the reason for these conditions? Why this unprecedented crisis on a worldwide basis in human history? 

The answer is one word: Lawlessness.!! There is a spirit of revolt in this world. These are revolutionary times, in the truest sense of the words. There is a widespread universal refusal to acknowledge authority in our day. There is a determination to please self at all costs, to do "what I want," regardless of what anyone else wants. 

Therefore, the major  characteristic of our day is this word of this ancient text – lawlessness.!! Lawlessness, both as a principle and as an activity. In other words, a lawless attitude within every heart, resulting in lawless acts by every person. That is the Biblical picture of humanity.

What are these activities of lawlessness? Essentially they are threefold: - hatred, darkness, and death. Hatred, - the violation of love Darkness, - the extinguishing of light; and Death, - the destruction of life.

Now look at this world, with its love of scientific technological advancement, its fascination with the exploration of space, and its manifestation of confusion, uncertainty, and darkness on every side. Look at this world. - Is there not hatred there? Is it not evident in prejudice and haughtiness, in jealousies, in exclusive clubs, in unconcern for the desperate needs of other human beings? 

It is manifest also in parents in conflict and resentful, bitter children, in angry feuds within the home, in scheming acts of revenge against other individuals and groups, It is evident in broken homes, in the skyrocketing divorce rates, in neglected and abused children, in vindictiveness that breaks out in a most frightening manner from time to time. 

At the root of it all is this principle of lawlessness; - this acting as though there were no restraints, - no rules, - no laws in life; - no authority.

Take “darkness”, the extinguishing of light. - Is that not evident everywhere in the world, perhaps even in your own life? It is manifest in confusion, in uncertainty, in double-mindedness, in indecision, and in the brainwashing techniques of the media. It is evident in anxiety, in fears, stress in neuroses, in obsessions, and in this terrifying wave of mental illness that is sweeping the world today. The root of it again is lawlessness, the refusal to recognize authority and reality.

Take violent death. This is so disturbing to the world in which we live, - the respectable world. It is supremely evident in war. 

You can see this tendency to manifest lawlessness in the destruction of life in crime, in the violence that fills our streets, in murders, persecutions, and suicides. It is evident in the blank hopelessness that spreads like a pall of gloom across great segments of our society, in the despair and emptiness that fills human hearts. 

The Bible teaches that SIN entered the human race through our original father and mother, Adam and Eve. When they disobeyed God, the entire human race became corrupted by SIN. 

The Bible teaches that we come into this world already corrupted and that we demonstrate this corruption by committing deeds that violate the law of God. We commit acts of sin because we are sinful by nature. Man is not a sinner because he commits sins; - he commits sins because he IS a sinner.

Within each of us there is this fallen, independent, rebellious nature. There is a desire to do our own thing even if it is in conflict with what God desires for us. And from the beginning of time, mankind has wanted to be in charge of his own life and the master of his own fate. 

This desire is captured well by the English author, editor, and poet, W. E. Henley, in his poem, “Invictus”. “Out of the night that covers me Black as the pit from pole to pole I thank whatever gods may be For my unconquerable soul In the fell clutch of circumstance I have not winced nor cried aloud Under the bludgeonings of chance My head is bloody but unbowed Beyond this place of wrath and tears Looms but a horror of the shade - And yet the menace of the years Finds and shall find me, unafraid It matters not how strait the gate How charged with punishment the scroll I am the master of my fate I am the captain of my soul”.

This desire to be the master of our fate and the captain of our souls only leads to rebellion, lawlessness — SIN. That is the nature of sin. 

We’ve looked briefly at the origin and nature of sin; - now we should consider the DANGER of sin. In a word, sin is ruinous. The destructive affects of sin are everywhere to be seen in our society. Sin destroys everything it touches. Sin destroys marriages, trust and relationships. Sin destroys families and children. Sin destroys careers and it destroys people. 

The consequences of sin are two-fold – temporal and eternal. In other words, there are consequences here and now in time, and there are dire consequences for all eternity.

In Galatians 6:7-8 we read:-

7.  “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 

8.  For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life”.

Believers would do well not to believe Satan’s bare-faced lie that there are no consequences when God is mocked and disobeyed. The argument that you can ignore God and do whatever you like without any problem, that you can have it all your way and He'll do nothing, that there are NO consequences of your choices in life, is an incredible lie! "God cannot and will not be mocked." 

He is NOT like the gods of ancient pantheons who were often drunk, drowsy, puffed up with pride, or easily tricked! The ancient people spent most of their time trying to figure out how to trick the gods! The people who were most looked up to in the ancient world were the know-how insiders who knew their gods' secret shortcomings. They KNEW how to play off one god against another, - HOW to beat the system, - HOW to have it all their own way.!! 

Paul was saying to the Galatians that it is immense foolishness and stupidity to imagine that the Almighty God of the Bible is such a god! He will not be ridiculed nor scorned! He means exactly what He says! None can prevent Him from carrying out his plans. Mock Him at your own peril!

Sin has an effect in the here and now in ruined lives and it has an effect in eternity in eternal ruination. This is the danger of sin. 

You see, the message of our text is that we must take sin seriously. Unless we do, we will never understand why Jesus had to come and die on the cross for fallen mankind. In that marvellous act of God in sending His Son to die for us, we see God’s incredible love demonstrated toward us. Therefore, since we have experienced the love of the Father, we should have no desire to live in sin. 

An unbeliever who sins is a creature sinning against his Creator. A Christian who sins is a child sinning against his Father. 

This reminds us of the meaning of the phrase so often repeated in the Bible: "the fear of the Lord." This phrase does not suggest that God's children live in an atmosphere of terror. In fact it is quite the opposite as we see in 2nd Timothy 1:7:-“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind”. God's children hold their Heavenly Father in loving reverence and will not want to disobey Him or to test His patience. 

A group of teenagers were enjoying a party, and someone suggested that they go to a certain restaurant for a good time. "I'd rather you took me home," Julie said to her date. "My parents don't approve of that place." "Afraid your father will hurt you?" one of the girls asked sarcastically. "No," Julie replied, "I'm not afraid my father will hurt me, but I am afraid I might hurt him." She understood the principle that a true child of God, who has experienced the love of God, has no desire to sin against that love.

God hates sin.  Why? God hates sin because SIN destroys the people He loves. This is one reason why God takes sin so seriously. And since He does, we must. 

What is the pre-eminent need of our race? What is the solution to these pressures and difficulties? It is rather obvious, is it not? It is as plain as daylight. The answer, obviously, is to take away the lawless spirit indwelling mankind. We need to somehow  neutralize  this basic cause of human disaster, trauma and distress. 

Man himself is his own major problem. We need to change the very nature of man. But man by his own efforts cannot do this. It is only by a new birth that we get a new nature. And only by a new nature can we ever hope to please God and do His will. This is exactly why Jesus said:- “You must be born again”.

General Carlos Romulo, for many years the Philippine Ambassador to the United States, stated the case precisely:-"We have harnessed the atom, but we will never make war obsolete until we find a force to bridle the passions of men." He is exactly right. 

The answer is so obvious. Why do we waste time treating surface outbreaks of evil that are merely symptoms of an underlying disease? We must strike at the disease itself. We must do something directly about the thing that is wrong, - We have to eliminate the basic cause. 

But, though the answer is obvious, yet it is hopelessly out of our reach. Man has for a long time been clumsily and unsuccessfully trying to do this very thing. But secular man has been looking for the solutions in the wrong places. We thought that perhaps education might do it.

But, education will not change the heart. We can have the finest schools and teachers with the greatest facilities but if there is no change in the nature of the students, they will fail because they cannot touch the root of the issue. Education has failed. 

Psychology does not change the heart of man, either. It can change overt behaviour patterns and some attitudes, but it fails to change the fundamental heart of man. This method of Psychology is failing. It does not address the real cause, either.  – It is blind to the core issue.

The flood of lawlessness still multiplies on every side. We have tried legislation and police enforcement, and these do serve to contain the problem within certain limits, at times. But again, our generation is a standing testimony to the fact that these forces too are failing dismally. They cannot cope with the problems, they are too vast, - too deep-seated, too widespread. 

Legislation fails, anarchy grows and we get nowhere. We have tried leaving them to their own resources, but it too fails, more rapidly, perhaps, than any other plan. This is because when you leave people utterly alone, evil seems to multiply tremendously. Turning a blind eye is not the answer.!!

But because we do not know what else to do, periodically we run through the whole scheme again and try all the solutions once more, in a last, desperate effort to try to make something work. Is this not true?    Is this not a proper analysis of what has been going on? 

Yet the problem gets worse, - the sickness worsens, anarchy spreads, and we are going backwards. Well, is there any hope? Are we doomed simply to destroy ourselves as a race? 

The Apostle John says, "No, we are not doomed to destroy ourselves. There is real hope."  Well then, what is the answer? 

It is given in our next verse, verse 5:- “And you know that He  {Christ} was manifested to take away {upon Himself} our sins, and in Him {Christ} there is {absolutely} no sin”. 

God so loved fallen humanity that He sent His only begotten Son Jesus Christ to planet earth to resolve this dilemma. There are three primary purposes for the coming of Christ into the world:-

To take away sins, 

To reveal the Father and 

To destroy the works of Satan.

The phrase “He was manifested” refers to the coming of Jesus into the world from eternity. Jesus’ coming into the world assumes His pre-existence. He came from the pre-incarnate glory He had with the Father. John 3: 17:-“For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved”.

Christ came to deal with our sin. This reveals to us God’s opinion of the seriousness of our sin. It also reveals to us God’s opinion of the desperate nature of our need. Our sin is serious enough to condemn us to Hell and our need is for a Saviour, because we cannot save ourselves. 

So Christ had to come. He died on the Cross as our Substitute, taking our place so that we would not have to pay the penalty for our own sin. We needed Someone who was without sin, so He could take OUR sin upon Himself

AND we needed Someone who is of such infinite value that His life would be of equal or greater value than ALL who would ever be born. 

We needed both.!!  2nd Corinthians 5: 21:- “For He made Him {Christ} who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him”.

If Jesus was not sinless, He would not be qualified to die in our place. He would have His own sin to pay for. If He was NOT God in human form then He could only be the substitute for one human life of equal value! But Jesus Christ, the eternal, sinless Son of God stepped out of eternity into our time and into our world to pay the penalty and price for our sins that we could never pay.

Mankind must acknowledge the fact that ALL sin must be paid for. We either accept Christ’s death on our behalf as this payment for our sin. Or we must pay for our own sin when we stand before Jesus Christ at the Great White Throne Judgement after physical death. That choice rests with us.!!

The Son of God dealt with our sins by paying the price for us and charging it to His account. Our rebellion and sins cost the life of the sinless Son of God, Jesus Christ. That is how He dealt with sin. And it is on that basis that our sins can be forgiven. 

They are forgiven, not because God chooses to ignore them, but because Jesus Christ has paid for them in full. He came into the world to destroy the power of sin, to pardon the guilt of sin, and to  cleanse from the pollution of sin.

Jesus categorically stated that He is the only way to God the Father. There is only one way because there is only One Person who has ever appeared in human history who can take away sins and who rose physically from the dead. This indisputable fact is substantiated by many hundreds of witnesses and by history itself.

But HOW does He take away sins? He does it by imparting His very own life to those who will believe in Him - by the turning on of spiritual light; by the awakening of genuine, one-way,  self-sacrificing  LOVE. These are the things that answer the manifestations of lawlessness. 

Remember earlier when I said that lawlessness produces death, darkness, and hatred? Death, the destruction of life; Darkness, the extinguishing of light; and; Hatred, the violation of love?

What does Jesus Christ give? He gives: - Life in place of death, He gives: Light in place of darkness, and; Love in place of hatred. When you receive Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour, that is only the beginning. The whole Christian life follows. 

As we have been learning, it is a process of growth, it is a sequence of development, it is something that gradually takes over more and more, but the results are inevitably the same. There is the taking away of sin, There is the elimination of lawlessness, There is the restoration to the human heart of order and peace. 

That is not merely an empty claim. That has been the demonstration of over 2000 years of human history. Again and again in every generation, the hardest cases have responded to this amazing remedy -- homosexuals, alcoholics, drug addicts, sex addicts, murderers, thieves, everyone. Even more difficult cases have surrendered -- the intellectuals, the proud, the bitter, the cynical, the angry young men, the jaded old people. 

And always there have been the despairing, the wounded in spirit, the hopeless, the pitiful, the lost, broken derelicts that drift aimlessly through life. Jesus touches every race on earth. No matter where or when man has lived it is always the same story, always the same deliverance, always the same results:-The healing of lawlessness.!! 

Now I want to ask you this: "Is there any message more important than this?" Can there possibly be any more challenging cause, any more effective calling than to have a part and share in this? What more significant thing can you ever do with your life than to have a part in this magnificent enterprise that changes the human heart at its deepest level? Do you not feel the call of Jesus Christ?

What a tremendous cause! What a triumphant claim! What a magnificent ministry! What could be greater than this? What message is more needed in this world of ours than this? Shall we, as Christians, turn away from the declaration of this message to some lesser thing? Shall we give ourselves to the mere appeasement of symptoms, or shall we give ourselves more fully to this message that sets men free?

The Bible says that if the Son of God sets us free, we will be free indeed. He sets us free from the penalty of sin, the payment of sin, the power of sin and from the eternal consequences of our sins. And when He comes again to receive us unto Himself, He will then set us free from the very PRESENCE of sin! What a wonderful Saviour and Lord He is! And He has charged us as His children to give this message to a doomed, sin-darkened world that so desperately needs to hear it.

PASSAGE 1st John 3:6-7:-

1st John 3:6-7:

6.  “Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him. 

7.  Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous.” 

Previously we saw that God thoroughly understands and identifies the underlying cause of the massive problems we see in the world today. He names the cause for us. We saw it last week in Verse 4 of Chapter 3 of First John: Lawlessness!! That is the problem: - a revolt against reality and authority. 

We noted that man’s efforts to treat this problem through education, psychology and all types of legislation had failed. We identified man’s inherent, fallen Adamic nature as the real, underlying cause of his problems. We also noted that man by his own efforts, cannot eradicate this nature and therefore, cannot solve this problem of lawlessness. However, God in His matchless grace and love provided the only solution possible.

We saw in verse 5 that God graciously sent Jesus Christ to provide the means by which to break the grip of this lawless principle upon human beings. We have already learned that love is the very being of God, the essence of His nature, and thus of the nature of Christ. 

John says that God is love. Yet that life which is love, is also light. It illuminates, - it clarifies, - it dispels darkness, - it breaks through our confusion and our lack of understanding and makes us see things as they really are. 

In John 1:4, we read of the Lord Jesus that:- “In Him {Christ} was Life, and the Life was the Light of men.”

So, with this threefold gift from God of love, life, and of light, - when Christ enters a human heart He destroys or invalidates lawlessness. Lawlessness is the destruction of LIFE, the extinguishing of LIGHT, and the violation of LOVE. 

Now what could be simpler, as a solution to the major problems of life than that? That strikes at the very heart of discord and conflict. That is why, as we saw recently, the Gospel is the greatest news of all times. It strikes at the deepest level of the human heart and life.

Now the great question is, "How do we lay hold of this threefold gift in actual daily practice?" How does the gift of love, light and life from Christ destroy and push out the lawlessness from our lives? In what way does it happen? 

We have seen it all before, but John now beautifully summarizes it for us in Verses 6 and 7 of Chapter 3:

6.  “Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him. 

7.  Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous.”

John says quite bluntly and plainly, Whoever abides in Him does not sin.” OR, to use the interchangeable term for SIN which he has just given us in 1st John 3:4:- “Whoever abides in Him does not live lawlessly.”

Perhaps someone will say:- "Now, wait a minute!    Isn't this a contradiction? In the first chapter, Verse 8, John says:-“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” And now, in Chapter 3, verse 6, he says:- “Whoever abides in Him {Christ} does not sin”.

And isn't it even more positively put in Verse 9 of Chapter 3:-“Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God.” How is this? Surely this is a bit of a problem?

In our Verse 6 John says that a Christian does NOT sin; In Verse 9 he says a Christian cannot sin, because he is born of God. And in Chapter 2, Verse 1:-.IF anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.

Now, I think that it’s fair to say that we have come to one of the most difficult passages of Scripture. But yet it is a very important one, and is NOT a contradiction. The man who writes this is no fool, he is an intelligent person. He does not say on one page something that contradicts himself on another page. He is an inspired apostle, and writes with wisdom, intelligence, and understanding. 

The problem does not lie in the text; the problem, if anywhere, lies with US. We need to think this through, and to give our attention to this. I don’t want anyone to be confused into thinking that there are contradictions in the Bible. There are none! It is very important to understand what the Bible means when it says those words, “does not sin.”  

The problem that some have with this verse can be settled by understanding the tense of the verb the apostle John employs when he says:-“Whoever abides in Him does not sin." 

John deliberately uses the present, continuous tense for the word “sin” to mean:- Whoever abides in Him does not live a lifestyle of habitual sin. The grammar of our verse 6 indicates that John is speaking of a settled, continued lifestyle of sin. John is not teaching here the possibility of sinless perfection.

The present tense in the Greek verb implies habit,- continuity, - unbroken sequence. IF John had wanted to refer to a single act of sin there is a Greek tense that would have made it very clear. 

He could have employed the aorist tense which would then have said, without any question:-Verse 6 in “Aorist” tense:-"No one who abides in him can commit even one single act of sin." But he did NOT say that.

He used instead this continuous tense, and to note this will help us a great deal in understanding the passage. So, he is saying, “Whoever abides in Him does not go on living in sin." He cannot live lawlessly, - he does not keep on sinning.

John’s message is plain and consistent with the rest of the Scriptures. A lifestyle of habitual sin is inconsistent with a life of abiding in Jesus Christ. A true Christian can only be temporarily in a lifestyle of sin.

Paul’s teaching in Romans 6 is a great example of this principle. He shows us that when a person comes to Jesus Christ, - when their sins are forgiven and God’s grace is extended to them, they are radically changed. They are said to be a “new creation in Christ”.

So it is utterly incompatible for a new creation in Christ to be comfortable in habitual sin. Such a situation can only be a temporary aberration for the Christian. In some ways, the question is not - "do you sin or not?" We all sin at some time or another. The question should be, "How do you react when you sin? Do you give in to the pattern of sin, and let it dominate your lifestyle? OR, do you humbly confess your sin to the Father, and do battle against it with the power Jesus Christ can give?"

This is why it is so grieving to see Christians make excuses for their sins, and not humbly confess them. Unless the sin is dealt with squarely and as soon as it is discovered, it will contribute to a pattern of sin that may soon become a lifestyle - perhaps a secret lifestyle, but a lifestyle nonetheless.

What is important is that we never sign a "peace treaty" with sin. We must never wink at its presence or excuse it by saying, "everybody has their own area of weakness, and this is mine. I’m sure God understands." The only thing that God understands from that sort of statement is that it is a flimsy “cop out” and a pathetic excuse to justify sin and disobedience.

A more genuine question would be:-How does one avoid living lawlessly? How does one come to this place of not living sinfully? 

Well, the answer is in the ONE word in verse 6 that so many people seem to skim over and miss these days.” Whoever abides in Him does not sin.”

Remember that in 1st John 2:28 John had said:-“And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.”

The key word is “ABIDES”. Abiding in Christ is an advance on simply being "IN Christ." The believer who “abides in Him” is a Christian walking in fellowship with the Triune God, - OR, if you like, filled and controlled by the Holy Spirit. The believer cannot sin while the Holy Spirit controls him. The only way we can sin is to grab the reigns of our lives away from the Holy Spirit by making a conscious decision through our wills to take the enticing bait of sin.  

A child of God breaks fellowship with God the moment that he decides to say “yes” to the enticement and allurement of sin. He then stays out of fellowship until he confesses that sin and allows the Holy Spirit to take control of his life again. During the time of his broken fellowship, his Lawyer, Jesus Christ the righteous One, defends his case before the Father. (2:1,2). As our great High Priest and Advocate in Heaven, Jesus Christ represents all believer’s affairs before the Father.  

But the Father’s heart is grieved when one of His children break fellowship with Him through some sin in their life. And He often has to resort to discipline a wayward child in order to put the believer back into phase with Himself. IF he is a true believer and not a counterfeit “make believer” then he cannot sin with impunity.

Romans 6: 1-2:-

1. What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace might increase?

2. May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it?”

If you are a true Christian here today, you have an eternal relationship with the Triune God. You are said to be in union with the Father forever. – That will never change. But that is NOT the aspect John is describing here in our verse 6 when he says:-“Whoever abides in Him does not sin.”

That eternal union with God does not necessarily result in a child of God being freed from the bondage of SIN. It makes freedom from the bondage of SIN possible, it is all potentially there, but in itself, it does not result in deliverance. That is why, as we have seen, it is quite possible to be "IN Christ" and yet go on living for a time in sin, lawlessly.

But when a Christian is “abiding” in his Saviour, He is obeying His teaching and this results in both the Father and the Son of God actually making their home in our hearts, which frees us from sin's reign. John 14:23:-“Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone {really} loves Me, he will keep My word; {obey My teaching} and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.”

When Christ is allowed to express His life through ours, we learn at the same time to depend on Him and to use His power, instead of our own. The Christian has all the power "within" that he needs to adequately meet the demands and pressures of life. We need only release this power by active faith and obedience to the Word of God.

Every Christian ought to read Hudson Taylor’s “Spiritual Secret”, by Dr. and Mrs. Howard Taylor. This book illustrates in the life of a great missionary to China, this principle of inner power. For many years, Hudson Taylor worked hard and felt that he was trusting Christ to meet his needs, but somehow he had no joy or liberty in his ministry. Then a letter from a friend opened his eyes to the complete adequacy and sufficiency of Jesus Christ. The letter from his friend said:-“It is not by trusting my own faithfulness, but by looking away and trusting the eternally Faithful One!!”. This was a turning point in Hudson Taylor’s life. Moment by moment, he drew on the power of Christ for every responsibility of the day, and Christ’s power always carried him through!!

Jesus teaches this same lesson in the sermon on the vine and branches in John 15. He is the Vine; -  we are the branches. The sooner we as believers discover that we are but branches, the better we will relate to the Lord.  Why? Because we will acknowledge our own weaknesses and confess our need for His strength and power.

Without doubt, the KEY word used by John is the word, “abide”  and Jesus Himself used this very same word 11 times in John 15:1-11. What then does it mean to “abide”? To “abide” means to STAY where you are. Where, then, is the Christian.? The Christian has been eternally placed IN CHRIST – that is his position. Consequently, the word “abide” means to keep in intimate fellowship with Christ so that His life and power can work in and through us to produce fruit. 

This certainly involves studying the Word of God and the confession of sin so that nothing hinders our precious fellowship with Him. (John 15:3). It also involves obeying Him because we love Him. John 15:9-10 says:-

9.  "As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 

10.  "If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love.”

How can we tell when we are “abiding in Christ”? Is there a special feeling.? No, but there are special evidences that appear and they are unmistakably clear. 

For one thing, when you are abiding in Christ, you produce FRUIT. (John 15:5). "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit;….” 

The fruit, of course, is the fruit of the Holy Spirit -- love, - joy, - peace, longsuffering, - gentleness, - goodness, faith, - meekness and self-control. These are the marks of the person who abides in Christ. 

The branch that produces fruit is the Christian who is growing more like the Lord Jesus Christ, in his life each day. The branch can only produce fruit as it abides in the vine from which it draws its life and nourishment.

Be aware that you will also, experience the Father’s periodic “pruning” so that you will bear MORE fruit. Just as a real vine must be cleansed from insects, mildew, and fungus, so a Christian must be cleansed from worldly, secular things that cling to him and distract his focus from the Lord!! 

John 15:7 tells us that the believer who is abiding in Christ has his prayers answered and experiences a deepening love for Christ and for other believers. "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.

Here, effectual prayer is a result, not just of being "in Christ," but of "abiding in Christ." Are your prayers being answered? Are you seeing God at work in your life each day? Are the things you ask for that are clearly in line with God’s great programme coming to pass in your life and in the lives of individuals for whom you pray? 

Jesus went on to say that when you abide in Him, not only will your prayers be answered, but you will also experience complete and overflowing JOY. John 15:11:- "These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be FULL. {complete and overflowing}

Secular man’s idea of joy is to be as happy as he can by leaving God out of his life. However, the Lord taught that REAL joy comes by taking God INTO one’s life as much as possible!! This abiding relationship is natural to the botanical branch and the vine, - but it needs to be continually cultivated in the Christian life. -  It is NOT automatic. Abiding in Christ demands worship, meditation on God’s Word, prayer, sacrifice, and service  —  but what a joyful and satisfying experience it is!! Once you have begun to cultivate this deeper fellowship with Christ, you have NO desire to return to the shallow and empty life of the careless Christian.

Keep in mind that a branch is good only for bearing fruit; - otherwise you may as well burn it. And the branch does not and cannot bear fruit through its own self-effort. It can only bear fruit, by drawing on the life of the Vine. – who in this case is Jesus Christ! 

Jesus said in John 15:5:- "for without Me you can do nothing." Consequently, as the believer maintains his fellowship with Christ, the power of Almighty God is there to carry him through every problem and hassle in life.

 The Amplified translation of  Philippians 4:13 says it succinctly:-“I am self-sufficient in Christ’s sufficiency.”    

How about you, today? Have you also discovered this secret of inner power and overflowing JOY available through Jesus Christ? 

We should now be able to clearly see the difference between a believer being “in” Christ, and, “abiding” in Christ. The first speaks of our eternal relationship with Christ which never needs any further effort from us to maintain it. But “abiding” in Christ refers to fellowship with Christ and this requires our regular attention and maintenance every day of our lives on this earth. As children of God, our “relationship” with Him can never be broken, however, our “fellowship” with Him is shattered by just one SIN.

When I was born physically I had a HUMAN father. As the son of my human father, is there anything that I could possibly do which would change my BLOOD relationship to him?  What if I ran away from home, created havoc for while and changed my name by deed poll? Would I still be his son? Of course I would!! I am permanently related to my human father by blood and genes – and nothing can change that!! 

But is there anything I could do which would affect the HARMONY of our relationship as father and son? Yes, indeed!! You betcha! In my case, the HARMONY of my relationship with my HUMAN  father was interrupted countless times by my misbehaviour and disobedience. 

In the spiritual realm, when I was born again into God’s family, I became a permanent member of GOD’S family. Now, by God’s grace, Almighty God is my FATHER and I enjoy an eternal RELATIONSHIP with Him through the precious BLOOD of Christ. My RELATIONSHIP with God was forever settled when I was born into His family through faith in Jesus Christ. 

But, is there anything I can DO which will interfere with the HARMONY of my relationship with God? Absolutely!! Living in HARMONY with God is based on the same issue as harmony with my earthly father:-Obedience!! 

When I don't obey God, my Heavenly Father, the HARMONY of our relationship is disturbed and therefore my fellowship with Him is temporarily suspended. This results in my life usually becoming miserable, unfulfilling, and self-centred 

Because I love my heavenly Father and I want to be in HARMONY with Him, and I don’t want to grieve Him, I strive to obey Him in the spiritual power that is freely available to me. But even when we are in disharmony because of my disobedience, my eternal relationship with Him is never at stake because we are eternally related through the precious BLOOD of Jesus Christ.!! 

So, our harmony or fellowship with our Heavenly Father can be interrupted by our SIN, however, our wonderful family RELATIONSHIP with Him NEVER changes!! As children of the living God, we ought to focus on our obedience to God so that we may walk in HARMONY or fellowship with our Heavenly Father. – and not grieve Him!

So, this all begs the question, doesn’t it? How can a child of God abide in Christ’s love? How can a believer abide in Him? 

Well, let us ask the Lord again for clarification on this. Once again in the 15th chapter of John's Gospel in verse 10, Jesus says these words:- John 15:10:- "If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love.” That is putting it plainly, is it not? 

“If you keep My commandments, you will abide in my love, and……….;he who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit;”     (John 15:5) "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.” (John 15:7)

So, the apostle John says in our verse 6:-Whoever abides in Him does not sin….”  

How then can we abide in Him? "If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love," {John 15:10}. 

Jesus gives us the formula for abiding in His love. It is to obey His Words. “There is no other way to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.” 

In summary, we can say that:- Since sin is lawlessness, a disregard for God and since Jesus came to take away our sins, and since in Jesus there is no sin, then, while the believer is abiding in Him in fellowship, he does not sin. 

Some Christians believe that if they sin they are not genuine believers. But John is not talking about true Christians who sometimes fail. He is not talking about times when we are, to use Paul's phrase in Galatians 6:1:- “overtaken in any trespass”

There are many times when we lose it, fall apart, or fall short. These are serious issues, and the Bible speaks about them at length in other places. The Lord intends to change those weaknesses and shortcomings in us. He doesn't ignore them as if they were of no consequence. But that isn't what John is talking about in our verse 6. 

What he is saying is that we cannot defend our sin anymore. Everyone discovers after they receive Christ that they are not perfect. Some attempt to become Christians over and over only to find that they still sin. Some even give up on the Christian life. 

But the Bible nowhere teaches that a Christian can reach a state of sinless perfection on earth. Christians are not sinless but they are expected to sin LESS.  

John ends our verse 6 with:- “Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him.” 

To paraphrase that section, John concludes that:- Whoever nonchalantly continues to live a lifestyle of habitual sin “has neither seen Him nor known Him.” You know, there are some people so great, so wonderful, that seeing them or knowing them will change your life forever. Jesus is that kind of Person!!

That is to say that our link with Him is so strong and so powerful with the cleansing tides of His life in us, that if we say we have Christ in us and do not show some evidence of it in increasing degrees, then we have been deceiving ourselves. We do not have Him at all. We have never seen Him nor known Him. 

IF you can live contentedly with evil without a struggle, - deliberately doing and enjoying what the Word of God declares is NOT right; and if you can go on like that, and it does not particularly bother you, - you have no inward struggle with it, - then you have never had a personal, saving encounter with the living Christ! That is what John is saying. 

You have not seen Him, you have not known Him. Jesus Christ came into the world, to destroy lawlessness. That is the result He is set on bringing to pass. If this is not happening in your life, then you need to seriously examine your faith, or lack of it.

No-one who continues to live lawlessly has either seen Him or known Him. Deciding that everybody else should keep the rules but I am permitted not to is lawlessness. And such a person does not know God.

Let’s move on to verse 7:- “Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous.” 

John says, “let no one deceive you.” This tells us that John was speaking against a deception threatening the Christians of his day. The Greek indicates that John’s readers were to stop the deception that was already in process. There are liars, trouble-makers and deceivers out there. – Be on your guard at all times, John is saying. John says, “let no one deceive you.” Because they will try!!

The dictionary meaning of deceit is:-The act of deceiving, Any dishonest actions, false,  tricky, fraudulent, two-faced.

The word “deceive” in the Greek means to “lead astray” and this is usually done by false, fraudulent, two-faced people. The word deceit is found many times in the New Testament. As one considers them, it is amazing just how many occur in those passages dealing either with the Word of God or the last days, or, BOTH. Note but a couple of these:-

2nd Corinthians 11:13:-“For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ.” 

2nd John 1:7:-“For many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.” 

On the one hand, the weird cults of our day deceive people by attempting to ADD to God’s Word; while on the other hand the false teachers practice deception by taking away from the Scriptures. To be deceitful is to confirm what God said through the prophet Jeremiah in Jeremiah 17:9:- "The heart {sin nature}  is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; {incurable} Who can know it?”

In those two lines you have the explanation of ALL the misery and heartache and injustice and evil of life. It all stems from the fact that man has genetically inherited a SIN nature that is capable of every conceivable type of evil. Because man's heart is desperately corrupt, it never can function as it originally was designed to do. It can never fulfil all you expect of it. It will never fulfil your ideals, or bring you to the place where you can be what you would really like to be. It is corrupt, - wicked and incurable!. It is infected with a fatal virus and it cannot be changed. There is nothing you can do to change the destructive power of the inherent sin nature. 

As if that were not bad enough -- that we have this poisoned well –this old sin nature- there is also another quality about it: - it is deceitful above all things It never looks bad, like it is. It has an amazing power to disguise itself and look good and hopeful and fair -- admirable, even. That is what is so deceitful about it. This explains why, all through the centuries, men continually keep trying to make it better. This is why most of the attempts of humanity are equivalent to taking a well with poisoned water, and trying to improve the quality of the water by painting the pump!!

In our world today, there is much attempt by hypocrites and counterfeit Christians to put on a pious front and make it look as if they are the real thing, but John warns:-Don’t be fooled by them!  Don’t be sucked in by them!

Our Lord said in Matthew 7:20 that “By their fruits” , OR, actions, you will know them. He didn’t say, “By their pious WORDS you will know them”. Words are cheap and sometimes empty. The true sign of a genuine believer is this John says at the end of verse 7:-“He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He {Christ} is righteous”. 

This verse is very similar to what John said in 1st John 2:29:-“If you know that He {Christ} is righteous,{only then will} you know that everyone also who practices righteousness is born of Him.”

The genuine believer in fellowship reflects righteousness beyond himself. He is far more than mere profession. He has the very life of God in him!! The life of God in the believer reflects itself in righteousness produced by God.  

John also says that “He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He {Christ} is righteous”. A believer in fellowship always reflects the source where he derived his righteousness – the Son of God. He reflects the nature of Christ. He behaves like Him because his new life is from Him. The words “just as” mean “precisely as”. Therefore, the phrase reads, “Just precisely as that One is righteous.” These words do not indicate that believers exercise righteousness to the same extent as Jesus did, - but in the same manner as He did. 

Every believer possesses TWO kinds of righteousness. God declares the believer to be as righteous as He is righteous at the moment of personal trust in Christ’s redemptive work at the cross to forgive sin. That is a judicial righteousness.  

The most important thing a person can ever do is make sure they are righteous before God. This simply means they are held in right standing before God. It’s more that saying, "not guilty." It is more like saying, "Not guilty and in right standing, fully restored to God." 

The SECOND righteousness is a righteousness that flows out of our fellowship with the Lord. (Phil. 1:9-11). The Holy Spirit produces the latter righteousness. Through the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit the Christian is enabled to reflect God’s absolute righteousness.  

You see, when walking in fellowship with Christ the genuine believer reflects God’s absolute righteousness. There is NO way that a person can walk in fellowship with God and not reflect God’s righteousness. 

Galatians 5:25:- “If {since} we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. {let us live out the new life by the power of the Same Holy Spirit} He that lives righteously demonstrates by his lifestyle that he is righteous. He resembles the One with whom he fellowships. Apparently, there were those who taught that you could be righteous before God with no evidence of righteousness in your life. John is rebuking this false concept. 

Charles Spurgeon said it well: "The grace that does not change my life will not save my soul."

Be aware that there is a hypocritical self-righteousness that does not come from Jesus Christ. It is simply a pious front to deceive others into thinking that it is real. 

John says in effect, “Don’t let them fool you; - it isn’t real. They are phoney, having no personal relationship with Jesus Christ at all. They can never practice the real righteousness that only comes when a true, born again believer is walking in fellowship with the living Christ.”

PASSAGE - 1st John 3:8:-

Previously we noted the distinction between being “in” Christ, and “abiding in Christ”. We noted that “abiding in Christ” is an advance of being “in” Christ. We noted that the terms, “walking in the light”, walking in fellowship” and “abiding in Christ” are all synonymous terms. 

We saw that abiding in Christ will bring full, overflowing joy and peace and ensure that your prayers will be answered. Abiding in Christ also ensures that we will then be able to produce “fruit” which will honour Jesus Christ. 

The best advice one can pass on to a Christian is that they make every effort in God’s strength to live a lifestyle of abiding in Christ. Unfortunately, many times good advice seems to fall on deaf ears, these days, doesn’t it?

In his play, “Hamlet Prince of Denmark”, Shakespeare revealed this with the memorable and good advice of Polonius:-"This above all- to thine own self be true. And it must follow, as the night the day, Thou canst not then be false to any man." 

However, neither Polonius who gave the advice nor Laertes (his son) who received the advice were able to follow this simple instruction. Thus, both died a fool’s death. 

The Christians' advice should be this:-"To our divine Saviour be always true" OR, as John says, "abide in Him."

Let’s now look at our Verse 8:- “He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy {annul} the works of the devil.”

The apostle John declares that the problem behind all that we are facing today is the existence of a malevolent, evil being who is continually subverting every human effort to counteract his activities, and is pouring out a flood of evil continuously into the human stream of life. 

This is why we can never permanently solve the problems in the world today. We are forever running into manifestations of the working of this superhuman force in life. I wonder if there has ever been a time when we were more obviously faced by superhuman forces which we simply cannot explain or deal with by the normal methods of human control. 

All the apostles agree that we can never adequately explain what life is about, - NOR explain the problem of human evil, IF we do not come to grips with these unseen forces and recognize their existence. Every true child of God soon learns that they are enmeshed in a serious spiritual warfare today. It’s inescapable!!

But, the problem is that we are often fighting against the wrong enemy. In many situations, you find Christians fighting against other people. And sadly, sometimes they even fight against themselves!! How tragic that the Christian army is said to be the only army in the world that tries to destroy their own rank and file members!!

But we need to know that our real enemy is not another human being. We need to realise that there is NO adequate explanation for the hideous tangle of human problems that exists today, IF we FAIL to see the malevolent genius of the devil behind these things. The enemy of every Christian is unseen, sinister, and un-human. 

But it is not an impersonal force either. While our enemy is not human, he is still a living, intelligent being. And even though there are many who would like us to believe that this person does NOT exist, there is undeniable evidence of his reality and existence. The evidence for the existence and activity of Satan and demons in the Bible is formidable. 

Seven books in the Old Testament specifically teach the reality of Satan. (Genesis, 1st Chronicles, Job, Psalms, Isaiah, Ezekiel, and Zechariah). Every New Testament writer and 19 of the books make specific reference to him. (for example, Matthew 4:10; 12:26; Mark 1:13; 3:23,26; 4:15; Luke 11:18; 22:3; John 13:27). Jesus refers to Satan some 25 times.

Not to believe in Satan’s existence is to call the Son of God a liar.!! Some misguided people throughout church history have claimed that Satan is not a real person -- an idea no doubt inspired by Satan himself. After all, IF there is no real "enemy," then certainly there will be no preparation for defence against him. And if there is no preparation for defence, then the enemy can attack at will and work his evil while remaining incognito.

The Scriptures are just as certain of Satan's existence as of God's existence. The Scriptures reveal that Satan is both a fallen angel and a living, intelligent being. 

How do we know he is a person? For one thing, Satan has all the attributes of personality -- including MIND (2 Corinthians 11:3), EMOTIONS (Revelation 12:17; Luke 22:31), and WILL (Isaiah 14:12-14; 2 Timothy 2:26). 

Not only that, but personal pronouns are used to describe him in the Bible. (Job 1; Matthew 4:1-12). “You – your – he” We see from the Word of God that Satan performs personal ACTIONS. (Matthew 4:1-11; John 8:44; 1 John 3:8; Jude 9). The Scriptures portray Satan as a created being who -- though powerful and capable of performing "lying signs and wonders" has definite limitations. (2nd Thessalonians 2:9) 

Satan does not possess attributes that belong to God alone, - attributes such as omnipresence (being everywhere-present), omnipotence (being all-powerful), and omniscience (being all-knowing). Satan is a creature, and as a creature he is lesser than (and is responsible to) the Creator. Satan can only be in one place at one time; - his strength, though great, is limited; and his knowledge, though great, is also limited.

Satan, though possessing creature limitations, is nevertheless pictured in Scripture as being extremely powerful and influential in the world. He is called the "ruler of this world" in John 12:31. He is called "the god of this world" in 2nd Corinthians 4:4, and the "prince of the power of the air" in Ephesians 2:2. 

And in Revelation 12:9 and 20:3, he is also said to deceive the whole world. He is portrayed as having power in the governmental realm (Matthew 4:8-9; 2 Corinthians 4:4), the physical realm (Luke 13:11, 16; Acts 10:38), the angelic realm (Jude 9; Ephesians 6:11-12), and the ecclesiastical (church) realm. (Revelation 2:9; 3:9). Clearly Satan is a being that Christians should be very concerned about.

Why?….some may ask. Well, firstly, be aware that because you are a child of God, Satan despises you. The hosts of Satan are committed to hinder and obstruct the work of Christ and if possible, to knock the individual Christian soldier out of combat. The more effective a believer is for the Lord, the more he or she will experience the savage, ruthless attacks of this enemy. The devil and his henchmen do not waste their ammunition on nominal Christians who prefer to walk in darkness.

We must be aware that in our own strength, we are no match for Satan and his hordes. But God’s best soldiers are those who are conscious of their own weaknesses and ineffectiveness, and who rely solely on the power that Jesus Christ gives. As a Christian, whether you like it or not, you are a target in this relentless, invisible, spiritual war.

As Paul puts it in Ephesians 6:12:- “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, {physical opponents} but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.” {supernatural sphere}”

You know, the fact that Paul uses the word “wrestle”  in Ephesians 6:12, indicates that Christians  are involved in a hand-to-hand  SPIRITUAL  battle. It certainly does NOT mean they we are mere spectators at a wrestling match!! 

This spiritual warfare is not a matter of contending against Christ-denying cultists, godless philosophers, devious priests, or faithless rulers. The battle is against demonic forces, against battalions of fallen angels, and against evil spirits who wield tremendous power.

Just as we cannot see bacteria with the naked eye, neither can we see demons. Nevertheless, just like bacteria, we are constantly surrounded by wicked spirit beings. 

Satan wants to use our external enemy, the world, and our internal enemy, the flesh, to defeat us!! His weapons and battle plans against us are very formidable. 

It is critical that Christians realize that Satan has vast experience in bringing human beings down. In fact, his experience is far greater than that of any human being. 

Don’t for a moment think that Satan gives up when a person accepts Christ as their Lord and Saviour. He has a strategy regarding believers which is very subtle and far-reaching. The Bible says that Satan even accuses believers before God. 

You will recall how he knew so much about Job and his family and accused Job before God. It is clear that the sins of the Christian are observed by the fallen angels and reported. In effect, a dossier is being kept on each believer.  Satan does this to try to hinder the work of God on earth.

But the Word of God comforts us with the fact that Jesus Christ intercedes for us and acts as our Advocate in heaven maintaining our eternal security. (Romans 8:34; Hebrews 9:24; 1st John 2:1). 

Have you ever wondered just how Satan seems to be able to predict, or pre-empt many of the things that man does?

As theologian Charles Ryrie puts it:- "By his very longevity Satan has acquired a breadth and depth of experience which he matches against the limited knowledge of man. He has observed other believers in every conceivable situation, thus enabling him to predict with accuracy how we will respond to circumstances. Although Satan is not omniscient, his wide experience and observation of man throughout his entire history on earth give him knowledge which is far superior to anything any man could have."

Because of his vast experience, Satan has learned many wiles and tricks regarding how to deceive human beings. Some of his deceitful tricks no doubt relate to the counterfeit miracles he inspires. 

Christians are therefore urged to beware. (1st Peter 5:8; 2nd Corinthians 2:11). It was Augustine who called the Devil, SIMIUS DEI -- "the APE of God." 

Satan is the great counterfeiter.  He mimics, or “apes” God in many ways. A primary tactic Satan uses to attack God and His programme is to offer a counterfeit kingdom and programme. This is hinted at in 2nd Corinthians 11:14 which makes reference to Satan masquerading as an "angel of light."

In what ways does Satan act as "the ape of God"? Well, consider this:-* 

[1] Satan has his own church -- the "synagogue of Satan" (Revelation 2:9).

[2] Satan has his own ministers -- ministers of darkness that bring false sermons with false teaching. 

(2nd Corinthians 11:4-5).

[3] Satan has formulated his own system    of theology -- called "doctrines of    demons" (1st Timothy 4:1; Revelation 2:24). These are false doctrines inspired by demons. These false doctrines have their source in the demon world.

[4] Satan's ministers proclaim a counterfeit gospel -- "a gospel other than the one we preached to you" (Galatians 1:7-8).

[5] Satan has his own throne (Revelation 13:2) and his own worshippers. (13:4).

[6] Satan inspires false Christs and self-constituted messiahs. (Matthew 24:4-5).

[7] Satan employs false teachers who bring in "destructive heresies". 

(2nd Peter 2:1).

[8] Satan sends out false prophets. (Matthew 24:11). These people deceive hordes of people.

[9] Satan sponsors false apostles who    imitate the true.  (2nd Corinthians 11:13).

It is clear that Satan's plan and purposes have been, are, and always will be to seek to establish a rival kingdom to God's kingdom. He is promoting a system of which he is the head - a system which stands in opposition to God and His rule in the universe."

Scripture indicates that Satan as the "ape of God" performs counterfeit signs and wonders. Indeed, 2nd Thessalonians 2:9-10 tells us:-

9. “The coming of the lawless one {the Antichrist} is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 

10.  and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved.”

Now, Satan doesn’t work alone. He is joined by a vast host of demons. Demons are merely "fallen angels," and are portrayed in Scripture as being evil and wicked. They are designated "unclean spirits" in Matthew 10:1, - "evil spirits" in Luke 7:21, and "spiritual hosts of wickedness” in Ephesians 6:12. All these terms point to the immoral and depraved nature of demons.

What kinds of wicked and depraved things do demons do? Among many other things, Scripture portrays them as inflicting physical diseases on people. (such as dumbness, Matthew 9:33; blindness, Matthew 12:22; and epilepsy)    (Matthew 17:15-18). 

They can also afflict people with mental disorders. (Mark 5:4-5; 9:22; Luke 8:27-29; 9:37-42). They also try to influence people to be self-destructive. (Mark 5:5; Luke 9:42). They are even responsible for the deaths of some people. (Revelation 9:14-19).

Of course, we must be careful to note that even though demons CAN cause physical illnesses, Scripture clearly distinguishes normal illnesses from demon-caused illnesses. (Matthew 4:24; Mark 1:32; Luke 7:21; 9:1; Acts 5:16). 

Theologian Millard J. Erickson notes that in the case of numerous healings by Christ in the New Testament, NO mention is made of demons. 

"In Matthew, for example, no mention is made of demon exorcism in the case of the healing of the centurion's servant. (Matthew 8:5-13)  Nor were demons associated with the healing of the woman with the haemorrhage of twelve years' duration in Matthew 9:19-20. 

It is the same with the healing of the two blind men mentioned in Matthew 9:27-30 and with the man with the withered hand in Matthew 12:9-14. 

And finally, no demons are mentioned in the healing that resulted for those who touched the hem of Jesus' garment  in Matthew 14:35-36.”

Consequently, every time you get sick you must NOT presume you are being afflicted by a demon. Nor, for that matter, that anyone else is!! 

A number of years ago, the best selling author, Hal Lindsey, wrote an interesting book entitled, “Satan Is Alive And Well On Planet Earth”. It became a bestseller as well.  The reason why, of course, is that most of us realize that Satan is a real being. 

D. L. Moody once said that he knew that the Devil was real for two reasons:- Firstly, because the Bible clearly says so; and secondly, because he had done business with him!! We’ve all probably done a little business with the Devil during some period of our lives.

But quite apart from what the Bible teaches about Satan, consider the current state of affairs of our world. Even in our "civilized" society you find tremendous evidence of the existence of the Devil. 

Now we might be able to rationalize certain small acts of evil as mere imperfections in human character. It’s true that we can’t pin everything on Satan.  But, there are hideous and grotesque acts of pure evil that are consistently committed in our society that can have no other explanation than the presence of an evil force like Satan himself. It really is quite naïve and foolish of modern civilization to refuse to believe in the existence of a malevolent being called, Satan, when he is the only explanation for a great deal of the evil prevalent in our world today!!

How do you explain acts of evil so despicable and grotesque that we would not even want to mention them today in the hearing of our children? Indeed, Satan is alive and well on planet earth!!

Now, in this passage in 1st John there are two phrases that we must carefully note. 

One is that, "the devil has sinned from the beginning," or, literally, "the devil is sinning from the beginning." 

The second phrase occurs in the latter part of verse 8 where we read of, "the works of the devil." 

The devil's sin, and the devil's works. 

These are not the same thing and it is very important that we distinguish between the SIN of the devil and the WORKS of the devil. They are quite different.

The SIN of the devil is, as John says, "from the beginning." You see, Satan is the spiritual force behind ALL sin. He introduced sin into the human race and he sustains its use. He was the first sinner. It all dates from the time when he first became the devil. 

You see, God never created a devil. He never created a fallen man either, although man is now in a fallen state. He never created a fallen ANGEL, although there are fallen angels. And, essentially, he never created the fallen angel, the DEVIL. 

Instead, He created a being of beauty, glory, intelligence and responsibility, but as in the case of man, he gave him a free will. It was the activity of that free will, opposed to his Creator, that changed the angel God created, into the devil. 

The Lord Jesus is Himself the Authority who tells us in John 8:44 that the devil "does not stand in the truth".  Literally, this means that, “he did not continue to stand in the truth”. 

There was a time when the devil was "in the truth," but that was before he betrayed his Creator and God. Before he fell he had authority over ALL angels in the universe. He was their commander-in-chief. He was the first angel or chief angel (the archangel). Jude 9 reveals to us that Michael became the archangel when Lucifer fell. 

Most scholars feel that we have a description of the fall of Lucifer in Isaiah 14, where a being whom Isaiah called the “Day Star”, or, literally, from the Hebrew, “Lucifer”, is described. 

Isaiah 14:12-14:-

12.  "How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the ground, you who weakened the nations! 

13.  For you have said in your heart: `I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the north; 

14.  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.'

Five times the devil said, "I will," "I will," "I will," "I will," "I will."  Here was a glorious being who was not content with the glory he had. In his own view he was not glorious enough and he determined to be even more glorious. 

Free-will became, in the devil, "I will," - and that "I will," five times repeated, regarded God as an obstacle to his plans and no longer a necessity in the devil's life. He set himself to become higher than God, to become "like the Most High." Satan desired to displace God as the Sovereign of the Universe. Satan's power lust was, "I will be God."

Thus, he set himself above all the law and will of God, and became a law unto himself. That is what lawlessness is, acting as though you are a law unto yourself without regard for any other law, any other person, or any other authority. 

And whenever we adopt the attitude, "I will do what I want, I am a law unto myself,"  we have repeated the sin of the devil.  That is lawlessness; that is the devil's sin.

That is why John says everyone who commits sin is "of the devil," because what he is doing is repeating, in his own limited area of experience, the SIN of the devil. He is living like the devil, for the devil continues to live just as he began to live at the moment of his fall - opposed to God and therefore independent of God. This is the sin of the devil and is the nature of sin wherever it appears in human life, whether in a Christian or a non-Christian. 

He who commits sin is of the devil because he is permitting the devil to reproduce in him the devil's character. He is, in fact imitating the works of the devil and he desires the same things. The practice of sin was originated and introduced into the human race by the devil.

Thus, the unsaved are his children, not merely because they imitate him, but because they are indwelt by the PRINCIPLE of sin of which HE is the source. 

This is why Jesus said in John 8:44 that:-"You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar {himself} and the father of it”. {of all that is false}

The devil continues to live in the lawless attitude into which he fell when he sinned from the beginning.

Now the WORKS of the devil are the natural result of the sin of the devil. They are what inevitably follows. SIN is an attitude within the heart. It is an attitude of lawless disregard of the authority of God. 

But the WORKS of the devil are the activities that RESULT from that attitude. In Romans 8:7 the Apostle Paul uses a similar description when he says that, "the mind of the flesh" is “hostile to God".

That is a rebellious attitude within. That is the feeling, "I'll run my own life. I don't need any God to tell me what to do. I’ll do things my way and in my time”. That is the MIND of the flesh, and it is hostile toward God. 

But, in Galatians 5:19, Paul speaks of "the WORKS of the flesh" and lists such things as:- Immorality,  impurity,  enmity,  strife, jealousy,  selfishness,  envy,  partying, drunkenness, and other things. These are the things that result from having the MIND of the flesh.

In the passage that was read earlier from the 8th chapter of John, the Lord Jesus partially described the works of the devil for us. He said in John 8:44 that they are murder and lying. "You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.”

In John 10:10 Jesus gives us yet another of Satan’s works. Concerning the false shepherd whom Jesus calls the thief He says:-"The thief comes only to kill and to steal and to destroy," 

Now these are the works of the devil -- murder,  lying,  stealing and destroying, those four. They manifest themselves in various ways but they all sum up to these -- murder, lying, stealing and destroying. These inevitably follow the sin of the devil, which is lawlessness and rebellion. 

Whenever there is a rebellious attitude in a human heart toward the authority and will of God, OR when that rebellious attitude is reflected in the government of man, then the works of the devil will inevitably follow. Satan never offers anything positive. All the things the devil apparently offers to mankind are but illusions, glimmering mists that disappear when you grab them. 

You are left with nothing but cobwebs and ashes in your hand, for there is no substance to them. The devil steals from us the blessings God would have man have: - peace, tranquillity, courage, love and joy. In this way the devil violates God's love by stealing and robbing us.

Satan and his demon hordes are often active in human society through disasters, by war, by crime, by violence, by destroying. Satan delights to ravage, to twist and hate and break and smash and mangle. He loves this. 

That is why our newspapers are full of it all the time. That is what is behind the crime in our streets, and in our private homes as well. Intellectually, the devil attacks man by lying to him. He deceives him, tells him falsehoods, makes him act on principles that are wrong and directly contrary to fact. 

He teaches us to believe certain widespread proverbs that everybody accepts as true. "Watch out for yourself." "You'll never get ahead unless you think of yourself first." First come, first served”

We all act on them at times, because we believe the devil’s propaganda and lies. Thus, he brings confusion and darkness and extinguishes the light that is in man. All this is why intelligent, happy young people, moving into adulthood, are caught up in vicious, savage patterns of delusion and destruction. 

They believe the lies of the devil about so-called “safe” sex, alternative life styles, drugs and other things, and they allow him, through these, to steal their strength, their values, their joy and their youth. So many of our young people today are brainwashed and hoodwinked by Satan’s lying, false propaganda. Our newspapers are full of tragic proof of this all the time, and you can trace this throughout ALL of human history.

It was Satan who  introduced Adam and Eve to sin by beguiling them. (Genesis 3:1f;   Revelation 12:9).  Their first child became a murderer. It was evident in the very beginning of the race, when Cain murdered his brother in order to steal his place of acceptance before God, and lied to God about what he had done. 

"Where is Abel your brother?'' the Lord asked Cain. Cain replied,  "I do not know. Am I my brother's keeper?'' But he did know!!   He lied!! He had treacherously murdered him.

The apostle John refers to this event in 1st John 3:12 when he speaks of Cain as being of the “wicked one” (Satan), and who murdered his own brother. 

Remember how King David, after he had walked with God for years, and was a man after God's own heart, chose to give way to the sin of the devil and to act lawlessly? He became a law unto himself and decided to get what he wanted apart from what God wanted. When he did, he stole from Uriah the Hittite his most precious possession, his wife. Then, in order to cover it up, he murdered him with nothing more lethal than a pen dipped in ink. Then he lied about it, in hypocrisy, covering it all over, until God sent Nathan the prophet to unveil the whole hideous story and bring it out into the open.

Remember that in the early Church Ananias and Sapphira sought to rob God of what they said belonged to God. They said they had given all to Him, but they had not. Because they wanted to gain some prestige among the Christians, they lied to the Holy Spirit, just as Peter had accused them. And they destroyed the fellowship of the early Church, wrecking it for their own ends. This is the business of the devil. 

His business is to tempt you in any way he can to adopt a sinful attitude of rebellion and wilful independence. He wants you to say, in one way or another, "I want what I want, and I don't care what anyone else wants." That is the sin of the devil. 

When you do that, the inevitable result which you cannot escape is that the WORKS of the devil follow. You discover that you will lie, you will steal, and you will destroy to whatever extent and degree you feel you can get away with. If not outwardly, openly, and brazenly,  then it will be inwardly, subtly, slyly and respectably. 

But there is no way to escape. We might think that we can. But we are continually deluding ourselves by thinking we can control these reactions. "I'll only go so far, even if I give way to this wilful desire, I'll limit the reactions -- I won't let it go too far." 

But as Jesus emphatically stated in the Gospel of John, Chapter 8 verse 34:-"Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a SLAVE of sin.” {is in bondage to sin}

You no longer have the power to determine how far it is going to go. It will go beyond your own desire, - it will carry you farther than you want to go, and you will end up doing things that you never dreamed of doing once. We are always carried on beyond ourselves. We do not master sin; on the contrary, while we entertain it or simply dwell on it, it masters us!! It is only a matter of time before the results of it become evident and the works of the devil are there.

Now what is the answer to all this? Well, there is only ONE answer. It is the answer that John gives us here in our verse 8:-For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy {annul} the works of the devil.”

That is what Christ came for. He came to set us free from this bondage and slavery to Satan. He came to deliver us from this inevitable chain reaction of sin. He literally came to unloose, to untie the works of the devil, as though these were actual chains about us. 

You may remember that we found the FIRST purpose for His first coming in 1st John 3:5.  “And you know that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no sin”.

Dr. Paul Tournier made an interesting observation regarding a certain truth. He said that when we come into the experience of the grace of God we find that the problems we were facing in life are not always solved. What happens to them is that they are dissolved. They simply disappear, they fade away like the morning mist. You do not find specific solutions to them so much as to simply find them disappearing, as God's grace enfolds and surrounds us.

This is exactly what John is saying in our verse 8 this morning. The Son of God has come to untie, - to loosen the bonds of the devil, - to nullify the works of Satan in human life, - to dissolve them and thus to set us free. Jesus said in John 8:32:- "You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free" 

Also, in John 8:36, Jesus said, "If therefore the SON shall make you free, you shall be free indeed."

What type of freedom is Jesus referring to.? He is referring to freedom from the slavery of sin, demonism,  legalism and superstition. Jesus destroyed Satan’s works so that believers might escape from his ruthless tyranny. 

Now HOW does he do this? He does it by reconciling man once more to God and restoring the relationship with the Triune God that had been broken through SIN and the devil. The Son of God came to set the false aside and to restore us to the true. He came and died upon a bloody cross and rose again in power in order that in your life He might undo the works of the devil. He came to break these cords and set you free, and teach you that when you live as God intended you to live, all the power of the devil and the antagonism of the world and the clever subtlety of the flesh is defeated. 

You can be free from these things, - you can be delivered from them and mastered, not by the devil, but by the Son of God. That is when life begins to make sense.

Now John has much more to say about this, as to how it works in actual experience. But our question now is: "Has the Son of God been allowed to begin this work in YOUR life?" 

Do you want to experience true freedom? Have you discovered Jesus Christ, and placed your faith and trust in Him? Are you already renouncing the mind of the flesh with its rebellion against God, and setting it aside? Has the Son of God, in the might and power of His being, begun to dissolve in grace these problems in your life and to set you free to be what God intended you to be?

A dynamic, living relationship with the incomparable Son of God is the only way that you can be restored to the person that God wants you to be. This vital relationship with Jesus Christ provides a new nature that counteracts the oppression and domination of sin in our lives. It is your passport to happiness, freedom and Heaven!!

We need not be intimidated by Satan. Remember, that he is a defeated and vanquished foe. Jesus defeated him decisively at the cross!! 

But we must never underestimate him, either. He still has great power and influence, however, God has assured us in 1st John 4:4 that:-He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.”

If we abide in Christ and draw upon the power of Jesus Christ, taking every thought captive unto obedience of Jesus Christ, Satan will flee from you!! He can’t stand this type of resistance!!

PASSAGE - 1st John 3:9:-

1st John 3:9 -“Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God.” 

The current attitude in our society is that those who sin are cool. They are in “touch”. People who commit sins are really “living and enjoying life”. 

Listen to the attitudes on contemporary talk shows. Listen to the arguments people make in justifying sinful behaviour and sinful lifestyles. Sin is portrayed as exciting and fulfilling.

On the flip side, those who stand for righteousness are portrayed as negative,  narrow, and puritanical. They are painted as extremist, and radicals. Those who stand for righteousness are depicted as the real problem in our society today.

But this is deception. This is a strategy of Satan. Satan’s propaganda is designed to blind the world from the truth that will set them free from his bondage.

2nd Corinthians 4:4:-  (Amplified Bible) “For the god of this world {Satan} has blinded the unbelievers’ minds that they should not discern the truth, preventing them from seeing the illuminating light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ, the Messiah, Who is the Image and Likeness of God”.

Satan is the culprit behind man’s confusion and blindness. In the verse just read he is called, “the god of this world”. He is the originator of ALL sin and he continues to sustain its use.

But he has to somehow keep the world from knowing the truth that will expose him and set them free. So, he “blinds their minds”, - he puts a veil over their minds lest they should see the illuminating light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ, the Messiah. He doesn’t want the illuminating light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ to shine on them lest they might be saved.

In our physical universe, the sun is always shining. We do not always see it, but the reason for that is that something has come between the sun and us. 

So it is with the illuminating light of the Gospel of the glory of Jesus Christ. The light of the Gospel is always shining. God is always seeking to shine into the darkened hearts of men and women. 

But Satan cleverly puts various barriers between unbelievers and God. What are these barriers? It may be the cloud of pride, or of rebellion, or of self-righteousness, or any one of a hundred things.

But all of these serve effectively to hinder the illuminating light of the Gospel of the glory of Jesus Christ from shining in. Satan simply does not want men, women, boys and girls to be saved! The Gospel of the glory of Jesus Christ is not about a Carpenter of Nazareth!

Sadly, many people today have a mistaken idea of the Gospel. The Gospel is not simply Christ outstretched on a cross of shame. 

But it is the Lord Jesus Christ who has died, been buried, who has risen physically again, and who is even now at the right hand of God in Heaven. He alone is the object of the believer’s faith and He alone is the glorified Son of God in Heaven. Jesus Christ came to earth to take away our sins and to destroy the works of the devil. And He did! Therefore, salvation is by faith alone in Jesus Christ alone!

Many in this world today are confused about this matter of sin. But it is imperative that we understand the truth about SIN.  

IF you've ever found yourself struggling repeatedly with a persistent temptation and sin, you've probably asked yourself:- "Why do I keep doing this when I know what it'll cost me? It will hurt me and it will also hurt other people." It will hurt me spiritually,  mentally, emotionally, and physically.”

Sin shouldn't have that kind of power over anyone. But, it does.!!

Then, why do we sin? Because the flesh is weak. Jesus said these words in Matthew 26:41:- "Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation.  The Spirit is indeed willing, but the flesh is weak."

Self-gratification is the drive to find as much pleasure, comfort, and satisfaction as possible. It shows itself in sins such as greed, vanity, sensual lust and of course, self-centeredness. Whatever you have been told about sin, you must understand that sin is not cool, it is not ultimately fulfilling and it is not good for you. 

In fact, sin will exact a devastating penalty. There are terrible consequences for sin. 

But sadly, our society incorporates sin, excuses sin, and even promotes sin. They act as if sin will have no real consequences. And, of course, IF there is no God, then there will be no consequences for sin. 

But IF there IS a God, and if He is the God revealed in the Bible, then we will ALL certainly stand before Him one day. On that day the consequences will be very real indeed. This is the truth about sin. Sin destroys and sin condemns. Sin is the Devil’s work of destruction.

But Jesus came to take away our sins and to destroy the works of Satan. Speaking of Moses, Hebrews 11:25 says that he preferred to share the oppression and bear the shame of the people of God rather than to have the fleeting enjoyment of a sinful life.

Sin may bring enjoyment, but have you noticed that it never lasts? It is “fleeting” at best, but it demands a hefty payment sometimes with devastating consequences! The greatest sin of all and the only one that ultimately is responsible for sending a person to Hell is rejection of Jesus Christ as one’s Lord and Saviour.

Let’s now move on to our verse 9:- “Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God.” 

We come now to one of the most misunderstood verses in Scripture. From time to time we all run into someone who says he has gone beyond the ability to sin. He has arrived at what he calls sinless perfection. Obviously, these would be very difficult people to live with, but they are around and you may meet them from time to time. 

IF, in trying to deal with them from the Scriptures, you should quote a verse like 1st John 1:8:- "If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us," 

They, relying upon the tactic which all cultists use "if they persecute you in one verse, flee into another," will turn to this verse 9 in 1st John 3 and read it to you:-Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God. 

There, they say triumphantly, God's Word itself says that it is possible, even necessary, for a real Christian to come to the place where he cannot sin. So, through the centuries there have been many differing interpretations of this verse. Granted, it can be a bit difficult, and some commentators have laboured to explain it. 

I would like briefly to mention these interpretations to you, lest you run into one some day. They boil down essentially to seven views of this verse:

FIRSTLY, there is the view I have just mentioned; - those who feel this verse teaches that a Christian cannot commit even one single act of sin. These people almost always teach that this follows a crisis experience in the Christian's life which they call by various terms, usually “sanctification”. A Christian passes through a time of crisis, faces himself and his whole sin nature, and the whole thing is settled.

These people say that the sin nature is taken away, and from that time on the Christian cannot sin. It is a kind of religious "sheep dip" experience, where one goes through and comes out cleansed on the other side, so there is no further possibility of sinning.

John says in this same epistle, certainly with no intent to contradict himself, "IF we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves," (1st John 1:8a) Those who hold this view are clearly self-deceived.

A SECOND view suggests that the word “sin” should be narrowed down to certain specific things. It should be narrowed down to certain gross sins, such as murder, adultery, cruelty and other violations of love. “What the apostle is saying here is that it is impossible for Christians to commit certain kinds of sins.” 

Most Catholic commentators take this verse to support the Catholic distinction between mortal and venial sins. They say that there are certain sins which are mere peccadilloes – petty sins that can be forgiven, and others which are impossible to forgive. That view holds there are certain kinds of sins which no real Christian can commit. 

But the answer, of course, to that is that all the sins that are listed in whatever catalogue of mortal sins is in view, - those sins have been committed by believers mentioned in the Bible. It is clear from the Scriptures that believers can commit these sins. There is no such double standard for sins in the Scriptures as is suggested by this division of mortal and venial sins. It simply does not exist.

A THIRD view of this passage (a view related to #2) is that this is referring to certain wilful sins. It teaches that a Christian cannot commit wilful or deliberate sins. He may drift into sin, he may, through weakness or carelessness, fall into sin, but he never knowingly, deliberately, openly, violates the will of God. 

Again, the answer to it is to ask, "What about David in the Old Testament who wilfully and deliberately committed the twin sins of murder and adultery?" The whole range of Christian experience as well as Scripture totally contradicts this third view. 

Who of us would dare claim that we have never wilfully, deliberately sinned? How many of us are aware of the times when, knowing a thing to be wrong, we have deliberately gone ahead and done it? That view can hardly be the correct one.

A FOURTH view approaches this verse by teaching that sin in a believer is not regarded as such by God. This view says that what may be done by an unbeliever and called “sin” is not so called when done by a believer; - - - - there is a difference between these. If an unbeliever tells a lie, that is a sin; but if a believer does it, that is a mistake, or, at most, a manifestation of weakness, but it is NOT a sin. That view is so presumptuous and so ridiculous as hardly to necessitate an answer. 

It is enough to point out that, early in this passage, John defines sin for us: He says it is lawlessness, - becoming a law unto yourself. Any act of lawlessness, whether committed by a Christian or committed by a non-Christian is exactly the same –- it is SIN.

There is yet a FIFTH view of this passage which declares that John is describing here an IDEAL condition, not a realistic one. They say that John was only saying what ideally should be true. This, of course, changes the meaning of the passage to make it say that a Christian should not sin, rather than he cannot. But that is to water down the force of the word which John uses. It is clear that what he says, plainly and without equivocation, is that a Christian cannot sin because he is born of God. So this view does not settle the matter.

A SIXTH view is widely held by many people, that John here is contrasting TWO natures within the believer:-One which is received from Adam, the Adamic nature, the natural life, which always sins; and the other, the new nature received from God, which NEVER sins. In other words, the OLD nature can do nothing but sin; the NEW nature cannot sin. This makes for a titanic tug of war between these two natures.  

Now this sixth view is correct when it says that the believer now has 2 natures within him, as against an unbeliever who only has one. 

And before we discuss the 7th view which I believe is the correct one which fits the context of our verse 9, let’s just briefly discuss the two natures within a believer.

Because we now have a new divine nature and are permanently indwelt by the Holy Spirit, we become aware of a constant battle raging within us.

We see in Galatians 5:17:- “For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish.”

The Holy Spirit and the flesh, or the sin nature of man, are in constant conflict. God could have removed the sin nature from believers at the time of their conversion, but He chose not to do so. Why.??

He wanted to keep His children continually reminded of their own weakness. He wanted to keep them continually dependent on Jesus Christ their great High Priest and Advocate. And He wanted to cause them to praise unceasingly the One who saved them and redeemed them from their hopeless and helpless position in the slave market of sin.

Instead of removing the old sin nature, God gave us His own Holy Spirit to permanently indwell us. God's Spirit and our flesh are perpetually at war, and will continue to be at war until we are taken home to Heaven. The believer's part in this conflict is to yield to the Holy Spirit.

Remember, that the battleground is our MIND. That's why it is so important that we learn how to renew our minds and to take every thought captive to the obedience of Christ. (2nd Corinthians 10:5).

We read in Ephesians 2:24 and Colossians 3:10 that the new nature is a perfect creation by God at the point of salvation. This is most certainly true. 

The new nature loves,  forgives, is full of compassion and mercy and is kind. The old nature may be refined and cultured but nevertheless it is full of self. It cannot be converted,  cured  or saved.  

In a bizarre sense, ALL of us as Christians have a “Dr. Jekyll” and “Mr. Hyde”  in us. If we can identify the differences between the sin nature and the divine nature, we are on our way to conquest in the Christian life.  

But I’m not convinced that only natures are in view here in our verse 9, but instead that the whole person is in view. It may be possible to distinguish between a conflict in opposing desires within us, - and who is not aware of that? 

It sometimes feels as if there is a civil war going on inside of us in the presence of temptation. We feel ourselves pulled first in one direction and then in another. 

But it is quite another thing to try to distinguish ACTS as belonging to one nature or another. A person acts as a whole being. A decision is made between these conflicting desires, and the result is an ACT, but that act is the act of the whole person, not merely of one side of his being.

That kind of reasoning always reminds me of the burglar who was arrested and brought before a judge. His defence consisted of pointing out to the judge that it was not his whole body that was involved in the burglary, but only his arm and hand. Though he would freely admit that the arm and the hand had taken something that did not belong to him, nevertheless, it was unfair of the judge to punish his whole body along with the arm and the hand. 

The judge very wisely solved the problem by sentencing the arm and the hand to 30 days in gaol, and leaving it up to the rest of the body whether it chose to accompany them or not.!!

So, the 6th view of this verse 9, though plausible, seems to miss the context somewhat of what John has been consistently saying in previous verses.

The SEVENTH view of this verse is the one we support because it fits the context of John’s message. The Apostle John is saying here that a Christian cannot persist in habitual, continual sin because he is born of God. He cannot sin without a struggle or without a sense of grief so powerful that ultimately, despite his struggles, he will be brought to repentance and a forsaking of sin. 

What John is declaring to us, then, is that sin is no longer natural to the believer. Though, for a time, he may slip into it rather easily, nevertheless, it is now contrary to his new nature. His heart is set toward God, and his life is a truceless antagonism against sin, and this must become apparent by breaking away from the bondage and slavery of sin. He cannot persist, he cannot go on continuously living in what he knows to be sin. 

This is made clear in the tense of the compound verb, to commit sin. It is not AORIST, which would have meant a single act of sin, but rather it is the present, continuous tense. IF John had wanted to refer to a single act of sin there is a Greek tense that would have made it very clear. He could have employed the aorist tense which would then have said, without any question:-Verse 6 in “Aorist” tense:-"No one who abides in him can commit even one single act of sin." 

But he did NOT say that. He used instead this continuous tense, and to note this will help us a great deal in understanding the passage. It means, "to go on habitually committing sin as a lifestyle." This usage fits the context of the verse. 

Notice what John says is the reason that a true believer cannot continue on in a lawless lifestyle of habitual sin. “for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God.” 

 God’s “seed” is God’s nature implanted into the believer at salvation. (1st John 2:29; 4:7; 5:1, 4,18). The Greek word for “seed” is semen. This word is also the source for our English word “semen.”  

The idea in this verse is that the beginning, or germ of new life (God’s very own life) has been permanently planted in the new believer by the Holy Spirit. We have the “seed” of Almighty God in us – We now actually have God’s very own life within us.!! - Eternal life.!!  

Once God gives us eternal life it is unalterable – unforfeitable and inextinguishable. Eternal life in the believer can never be reversed. As we cannot cease from existing as a human being and become a cow, neither can we lose our new nature or trade it in for a new one.

Romans 11:29:-“For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.”  {irreversible, immutable, unchangeable, never rescinded, permanent}

Romans 6:23:- “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

The believer will never lose God’s nature that resides in him once he becomes a Christian. When we are born again, something very radical has happened to us. 

One of the greatest things God does to touch the hearts of the lost is to make a drastic change in all those who come to Him for salvation. The change in a new convert’s life is SO drastic that the Bible describes it as literally becoming a NEW creation.!! 

2nd Corinthians 5:17:- “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”

When a sinner is born again spiritually, they are changed and when they are changed, their friends and families can see the difference in them, and that will speak volumes to their hearts. God can take a life of misery and failure and turn it around for His glory, if He is allowed the opportunity to do so. And once that has happened, the process can never be reversed. 

God's seed abides in us and we cannot persist in habitual sin because there is a new life within that is constantly surging up and will not permit sin to go on forever in our lives.

Since God is a Sovereign,  Supreme Being, in whose hands all power in heaven and on earth resides, He moves irresistibly to this end within us. Therefore, it is to be expected that John would say it is not possible for anyone who has been born of God to go on endlessly living in sin, and content to do so.

IF we have truly been born again, there should be a desire within us to avoid sin. And when we do sin, which John has already indicated that we would, we will be convicted of that sin and confess it in humble repentance to God. We will do this because the very life (Seed) of God is constantly working IN us. The seed of a righteous life has been implanted in our very being.

What our text is saying is that we, as believers, will not and cannot go on excusing and rationalising sin. Rather, we will be deeply convicted by it. Sin will bother us. We will feel uncomfortable and convicted by it. God’s Holy Spirit will convict us. We will struggle inwardly with sin. We will not be able to excuse it away. We will not be able to justify it or rationalise it. We will be burdened to the point of having to deal with it by confession and repentance. 

Very soon after salvation, the Spirit of God, who has filled us with joy, blessing,  peace,  assurance  and other glorious things in Christ, begins to put His finger upon certain specific things in our lives and says:-"No.!!  These things must go." 

Our usual reaction is to say, "But they're such little things, they really don't bother anyone. Let's not talk about these trivial things, these peccadilloes; - let's just go on in this happy relationship together. Don't disturb it now with these minor matters." 

But they are not minor! They are the things that have been keeping us in bondage. As Jesus emphatically stated in the Gospel of John, Chapter 8 verse 34:- "Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a SLAVE of sin.” {is in bondage to sin}

They are the reason for our heartache, restlessness,  depression  and distress. Because God loves us, He will not put up with these sins in our lives. So despite our struggling, twisting and resisting, He persists, He perseveres. He is absolutely inflexible and determined to get us to see that these are the things that have been keeping us in bondage.

We twist and squirm about a dozen different ways and try to get around His insistence, but at every turn there He stands with His arms folded saying:-"What are you going to do about this?" 

Have you ever had that experience? Have you known what it means for the Spirit of God to say "No," and, despite everything you do, you cannot get away from that "No"? I think that we have ALL known that experience, haven’t we?

Other Scriptures confirm this work that the Spirit of God does in the lives of His children. For example, there is Philippians 1:6, which we often quote, Philippians 1:6:-“being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ;”     {Rapture of the church}

God never does things by halves. Whatever He starts, He finishes! Right now, in His Omniscience, God already sees us in Heaven fully sanctified and glorified! Isn’t that marvellous.?

If you are a Christian, then I want to tell you that God is with you through thick or thin! God will never leave you, abandon you nor forsake you. He remains always by your side ready to help you in times of need, - in times of duress, and in times of despair. He will not grow discouraged and He is not going to quit. 

He has started to free you from sin, and He is going to continue this work until you depart this planet for glory. He will not override your will, but He will bring you into circumstances that will make you sit up and listen. He will permit circumstances to come into your life to get your full, undivided attention to what He has been trying to say to you for some considerable time. Have you ever been to that place?

A Christian can commit single acts of sin, even repeatedly, for awhile; but he cannot go on, - he cannot habitually, persistently, contentedly live in sin. This is what John is declaring to us so plainly here. This is evidence that Jesus Christ is in our lives. We are joined to Christ. 

This is evidence that the Holy Spirit is working within us because we are children of the living God. What the Spirit of God is constantly trying to teach us is to relax in God’s promises and to "abide" in Christ. 

He is teaching us to learn to be quietly, trustfully, dependent upon the Life we have received within us to express itself through our actions, our words, and our deeds. 

This is why the Spirit of God is forever putting us into circumstances which cause us to want to abide in Christ. 

You will recall that the word “abide” means to keep in intimate fellowship with Christ so that His life and power can work in and through us to produce good works acceptable to God. 

This certainly involves studying the Word of God and the confession of sin so that nothing  hinders our precious communion, or fellowship with Him. It also involves obeying Him because we are progressively growing to love,  trust and depend on Him more and more. 

Have you ever been in a situation where you simply don't know what to do? Where you are rendered desperate by some pressure or crisis, then after you have exhausted every other possibility there is only one place left to go -- to God, to Christ? When, in a kind of quiet desperation, we turn to Him and say, "Lord, I've had it. I don't know what else to do but trust you,"  

He gently says:- "That's exactly the point I was hoping you'd see. That's what I've been trying to get you to do all along, to trust Me, and to depend on Me to work through you." Thus, in that desperate moment, even though it may only be for a brief period, we are abiding in Christ and the pattern and power of sin is broken for that moment.

This is God's way of teaching us that this is the intended basis of life, - this is Standard Operating Procedure. HOW to live as Christians is one of the great problems we face as believers. 

It is helpful to remember that the secret of Christian living can be put in ONE sentence. And Paul actually does that in his letter to the Galatians:- - (Galatians 5:16)  "Walk in the Spirit and you will NOT fulfil the lusts of the flesh."

To walk IN, or BY the Holy Spirit is to allow Him to have His way in your life. It is to remain in communion, or, in fellowship with Him. It is to make decisions in the light of HIS holiness. It is to be pre-occupied with Jesus Christ, because the Holy Spirit’s ministry is to engage the believer with the Lord Jesus.

When we thus “walk in the Spirit”, the flesh, or, self-life, is treated as DEAD. You see, it is impossible to be occupied at the same time with CHRIST and with SIN. 

Scofield says:-“The problem of the Christian life is based on the fact that so long as the Christians lives in this world he is, so to speak, TWO TREES!. The “OLD” tree of the flesh, and the “NEW” tree of the divine nature implanted by the NEW BIRTH. And the problem itself is, how to keep the OLD tree unproductive and to make fruitful the NEW tree.

The problem is quickly solved by walking in the Spirit.”.

And, to help us to break the habit of sin, God permits us to meet certain circumstances in which we must walk in the Spirit. That is the goal He has in mind. That is what He is determined to achieve in you. 

When we understand this wonderful truth, it takes the question mark out of our prayers! We begin to see the bigger picture as God sees it. We begin to understand that our lives as God’s children are not controlled by impersonal forces such as chance,  luck, or fate,

Our lives are closely controlled by our wonderful, caring and personal Lord who is too loving to be unkind, and too wise to blunder! Whatever God has permitted to come into our lives is specifically designed to progressively  conform us to the image of His dear Son. A true believer does not practice sin but a counterfeit believer cannot help but practice sin, because he does not have God's new nature within him. 

If you are claiming to be a Christian, but you are not turning from sin; If you are going on week after week, month after month, year after year in a condition and relationship that you KNOW is wrong, then you are not a Christian. Despite your experience, despite your claim, despite your attendance in church or anything else, you have never been born again! Is that not what John says? “No one who habitually sins has either seen Him or known Him." 

Matthew 7:20-23:-

20.  "Therefore by their fruits you will know them. 

21.  "Not everyone who says to Me, `Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 

22.  "Many will say to Me in that day, `Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?' 

23.  "And then I will declare to them, `I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!'

From these verses we learn that not all miracles are of divine origin, just as not all miracle workers are divinely accredited. A miracle simply means that a supernatural power is at work.

That power may be divine, or Satanic. Satan may empower his workers to cast out demons temporarily, in order to create the illusion that the worker is divine. (ie, the case of Judas) He is not dividing his kingdom against itself in such a case, but is plotting an even worse invasion of demons in the future.

No one who persists in sin, no one who habitually remains in a rebellious, lawless attitude toward God, has ever seen Him or known Him. It is possible for both a sheep and a pig to fall into a mud hole, but the huge difference in their natures becomes immediately evident in their reaction. 

The pig is perfectly happy. He rolls over on his back, singing "Home Sweet Home." 

But the sheep is very disturbed, troubled, unhappy and miserable, and earnestly desires to get out.

So, John says, no one born of God can persist in habitual sin, for God's seed abides in him, and he cannot go on sinning continuously, because he is born of God. You see, the Seed of God, the Spirit of God, the Life of God, implanted by the Word of God, abides IN him. 

But these words from John were not written so that you and I might check on other people. They were inspired so that we may examine ourselves.!! 

Each of us must answer honestly before God:-

1.  Do I have the divine nature within me or am I merely pretending to be a Christian and living a LIE? 

2.  Do I cultivate this divine nature by daily Bible reading and prayer? 

3. Has any unconfessed sin defiled my inner man? Am I willing to confess and forsake it? 

4. Do I allow my old nature to exclusively control my thoughts and desires, or does the divine nature have a bigger say in my life? 

5. When temptation comes, do I play with it and dwell on it? OR, do I take every thought captive unto obedience to Christ and flee from the temptation? The life that is real is honest with God about these vital issues. Our behaviour indicates the nature of our lives.

So, if you are really following Christ, sin should bother you. Does it? 

If it does, then the Holy Spirit is working in your life to convict you. Respond to that conviction by confessing your sins to God and repenting of your sins. Repentance simply means that you turn away from that sin. Repentance means that calling on God’s power, you forsake that sin. Repentance means that you do what is necessary to guard your life against that sin in the future. That is the fruit of righteousness.

On the other hand, if sin really does not bother you, then you may not be a true Christian. Perhaps you have realized that today. 

But don’t despair. This is why Christ came. He came to deal with our sins. He came to destroy the Devil’s work. He came to set you free. He came to offer you His very own life. He came to invite you to become a child of the living God.

If you desire to come to Him and receive His life today, then don’t delay. If you sense the Holy Spirit’s calling, His prompting for you to surrender your life to Jesus Christ, then respond now! He will be faithful to deal with your sin by His forgiveness and to destroy Satan’s work in your life. He will enable you to share and walk in Christ’s victory!

PASSAGE 1st John 3:10-11:-

1st John 3:10-11:

10.  “In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever {speaking of all unbelievers} does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he {the carnal Christian} who does not love his brother. 

11.  For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another,” 

Previously we saw that John said that whoever has been born of God cannot continue on in habitual sin. He simply cannot comfortably continue to practice sin, nor live a lawless lifestyle in rebellion and defiance to the Word of God. -Why not? Because he has a new nature within him, and that new nature cannot sin. 

John calls this new nature God's "SEED." When a person receives Christ as his Saviour, tremendous spiritual changes take place in him. He is given a new standing before God and is accepted as righteous and in right standing in God's sight. This new standing is called "justification." It never changes and is never lost. 

The new Christian is also given a new position. He is set apart for God's own purposes to live for His glory. This new position is called "sanctification," and it has a way of changing from day to day depending on the believer’s attitude and obedience to God’s Word. On some days we are much closer to Christ and obey Him much more readily than on other days. 

But perhaps the most dramatic change in a new believer is what we call "regeneration." He is "born again" permanently into the very family of God. (Re- means "again," and generation means "birth.") Justification means a new standing before God, sanctification means being set apart to God, and regeneration means a new nature - God's nature. 

The only way to enter God's family is by trusting Christ and experiencing this new birth. 1st John 5:1 says that “Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God…”

Physical life produces only physical life; spiritual life produces spiritual life. Jesus declared in John 3:6:-"That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”      

1st Peter 1:23 says that Christians have been born again, "not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the Word of God which lives and abides forever. This means that a Christian's "spiritual parents," so to speak, are the Word of God and the Spirit of God. The Spirit of God uses the Word of God to convict of sin and to reveal the Saviour. 

The Bible teaches that we are saved by faith and that "faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17).

Faith comes to people when they hear preaching concerning the Lord Jesus Christ, which is based of course, on the written Word of God. In the miracle of the new birth, the Holy Spirit imparts new life, God's very own life, to a believing sinner, and as a result the individual is born into the family of God. 

Just as physical children bear the nature of their parents, so God's spiritual children bear His nature. The divine "seed" has been permanently planted within them. 

A Christian has an old sin nature genetically inherited from his physical birth and a new nature implanted in him as a result of his spiritual birth. The old nature produces sin, but the new nature leads one into a holy life. 

False teachers in John's day taught that a Christian did not have to worry about sin because only the BODY sinned and what the body did in no way affected the spirit. Some of them went so far as to teach that sin is natural to the body, because the body is sinful. 

The New Testament exposes the foolishness of such excuses for sin. It’s important to understand that "the sin nature" is NOT the body. The body itself is neutral. It can be used either by the old sinful nature or by the new divine nature. 

Romans 6:12-13:-

12.  “Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 

13.  And do not present your {bodily} members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your {bodily} members as instruments of righteousness to God.”

A Christian's responsibility is to live according to his new nature, NOT the old nature. One way we could illustrate this is by contrasting the "outer man" with the "inner man".  (2nd Corinthians 4:16). The physical man needs food, and so does the inner, or spiritual man. 

That’s why Jesus said in Matthew 4:4:-"Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.' 

Unless a Christian spends time daily in meditating on the Word of God, his inner man will lack power. A Christian who feeds the new nature from the Word of God will have power to live a godly life. Romans 13:14 tells us that we are to "make no provision for the flesh {the old, corrupt nature}, to fulfil its lusts.”

The “flesh”  that Paul mentions here, is of course, the old, corrupt nature that is still resident inside of us. This sin nature in man incessantly cries to be pampered with such things as:- Comfort, - luxury, forbidden sexual indulgence, empty, vain amusements, worldly pleasures, and materialism, etc.

But we “make provision for the flesh” when we entertain things that are associated with temptation; we “make provision for the flesh” when we make it easy for ourselves to sin; and when we give a higher priority to the physical than to the spiritual.

Are you aware that the spiritual realm is more real and lasting than the physical realm which God says is passing away? Shoot for this world and that's all you'll get, and eventually you will lose even that. But shoot for the next world and God will throw in the benefits of knowing Him in this present life as well. 

Now, some Christians don’t like to hear this, but God says that it is a fact, that:- IF we let our sin nature loose and run rampant, we could just as easily commit murder and adultery like David did! We could get drunk like Noah, - lie like Abraham, - disobey God like Jonah, - lose our temper like Moses and disown Christ like Peter.

Even as Christians, because we still have our old sin nature, the potential is always there (if we allow it) to commit a multitude of sins. We must face the fact that our sin nature remains with us until we depart this earth. 

Almighty God, speaking through the prophet Jeremiah said of man’s old sin nature:- Jeremiah 17:9:-"The heart  {“flesh” – “sin nature”} is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; Who can know it?”

In those two lines you have the explanation of ALL the misery and heartache and injustice and evil of life in the world today. The physical man needs cleansing, and so does the inner man. We wash our hands and face frequently but we so often neglect the needs of the inner man. 

James says that a believer should look into the mirror of God's Word daily and examine himself.    (James 1:22-25). And as we study the Word, we are seeing ourselves as we really are. After we have seen ourselves and Christ in the mirror of the Word, we must then see others and their needs. 

A believer must confess his sins to God the Father on a regular basis and claim God's forgiveness.     (1st John 1:9). If he doesn’t, then the inner man will become unclean and this uncleanness will breed infection and "spiritual sickness. Unconfessed sin is the first step in what the Bible calls "backsliding". This means the gradual moving away from a close walk with Christ into a life filled with the alien world in which we live. 

God's promise in Jeremiah 3:22 where he says, "I will heal your backslidings"  implies that backsliding resembles physical sickness. 

First is the secret invasion of the body by a disease germ. Then infection follows and there is a gradual decline: - no pep, no appetite, no interest in normal activities. 

Then comes the collapse! Spiritual decline works in a similar way. 

Firstly, SIN invades us. Instead of fighting it, we yield to it and infection sets in. (cf. James 1:14) A gradual decline in our Christian obedience and service follows. We lose our appetite for spiritual things, we become listless and even irritable, and finally we collapse. The only remedy is to confess and forsake our sin and humbly turn to Christ for cleansing and healing. 

The Bible is clear that we find only two classes of people in the world – the children of God and the children of the Devil. John distinguishes between God’s children and the children of the Devil. There is no half and half of each making a 3rd class of people. The Bible is emphatic on this point.

All non-Christians are the children of the Devil because they have the same principle of sin within them and they imitate his works. 

Speaking to unbelievers in His day Jesus said to them:-"You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do…..”    (John 8:44) The apostle John would have remembered Jesus saying this, and so, he too refers to unbelievers as “the children of the devil”. 

Remember that Satan was the first sinner, and therefore, the originator of ALL sin. He also sustains and promotes its use in this world today. 

The unbeliever is at all times under the absolute control of his fallen sin nature. He does not possess a divine nature so he cannot produce anything from God. The children of the devil often try to deceive God's children into thinking that a person can be a Christian and still practice sin. This of course is a lie, and imitates the behaviour of Satan whom Jesus referred to as the father of lies in John 8:44.

The one thing that the believer has that distinguishes him from non-Christians is his divine nature and the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. But the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in itself is not enough; he must also allow the Holy Spirit to control or fill him. The Christian receives the indwelling of the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation. 

God never commands him to be indwelt by the Holy Spirit. However, God does command the believer to be filled or controlled by the Holy Spirit.    (Ephesians 5:18). Only at such times can he practice righteousness and produce the fruit of the Holy Spirit. 

The whole thrust of verse 10 is to show how to distinguish between absolutes. Children of the living God and children of the devil. Christians have the option of imitating the children of the Devil or they can produce the character of Christ. 

If they really love Jesus Christ they will want to manifest His character in their lives. To do this means obedience to the Word of God.

Jesus said, “if you really love Me you will keep My commandments”. John says that the Christian and the non-Christian have two different natures that produce two different lifestyles.

Earlier in this chapter John said, “it does not appear what we shall be”  yet in this verse 10 he says that the children of God are “manifest.” The word “manifest” means open to sight, - visible, - evident. The evidence is plain to see. It is evident to all. It is patently easy for anyone who wants to examine the evidence.  

A Christian walking in fellowship stands in stark contrast to what the world stands for. They stand out clearly in a crowd. He is controlled by the indwelling Holy Spirit who produces in his life good works acceptable and pleasing to God. You see, unsaved man is a container and he does not have the capacity of divine life within himself. 

He needs God to fill that container with His divine nature. This gives him the capacity to freely communicate with God who is spirit, and it permits him to enjoy fellowship with God.  

As Augustine said, “Man is restless until he finds his rest in God”.  

We have within us a hunger for God that can never be stilled.  Pascal said that every man has a God-shaped vacuum that only God can fill.

God made man for Himself. We were made for God.

But according to the record of the Scripture, because of the Fall of man in the Garden, mankind today is no longer containing and expressing the life of God. Instead, he is expressing the perverted, twisted life of the devil. Thus, the life of man as it is manifest today is a twisted life, a perverted life. 

All of history and current events stand as a contemporary witness to the truth of that fact. That is why life goes on the way it is recorded in our newspapers today. This spiritual emptiness in man can only be cured by having a vibrant, intimate relationship with the living God! This is the only way that a person can overcome this spiritual emptiness in their inner beings.

The God-shaped vacuum in our inner being constantly cries out to be filled by God. But man, in order to silence those cries, vainly tries to fill that vacuum with a multitude of useless, empty things. However, one by one they fail him and he is left again with the haunting cries of his inner being searching for the God who created him.

There is still a great deal of misunderstanding which often prevails about this matter of the children of the devil. Perhaps most think of the children of the devil as violent, malicious, openly immoral people; those whom we would ordinarily call wicked people. 

But not all children of the Devil sin offensively or obviously. Some of them sin in sophisticated ways. Not all of them are violent or openly decadent. Some of them are very religious and honourable.  

Remember that Satan’s human ministers are called “ministers of righteousness” in 2nd Corinthians 11:14. Since Satan himself poses falsely, is it surprising if his agents do the same.? How do these agents of Satan pose.? As false teachers.?  –  As atheists.? As infidels.? The answer is NO.!!

They pose as legitimate ministers of righteousness. They pose as Christians! They profess to be ministers of religion! They come with culture and high morality draped in religion. They pretend that they are leading people in the way of truth and righteousness, when in reality, they are agents of the evil one.

If non-Christians can have righteous behaviour patterns what makes the child of God different? Well, it isn’t a new smile on our face, carrying a Bible, or going to church on Sundays. 

There is only one thing that makes a difference and that is that the Christian has the indwelling Holy Spirit who manifests Himself through us when He controls our lives. When He does not control our lives, no one can see Him in our lives. 

But when the Holy Spirit controls our lives He produces the character of Christ in us that pivots around divine, self-sacrificing love.

We do not mean by this to give the idea that “the children of God” are better than non-Christians. They’re not! Our sin nature is just as bad as any non-Christian’s sin nature. But we do have God’s SEED, a divine nature, the very life of God within us through our faith in Jesus Christ!

Yet, despite this, we are far from perfect except for our judicial perfection in Christ. A child of the Devil might pray on a regular basis and attend church every Sunday. They can clean up the exterior of their lives so that they appear to be right. They have a form of righteousness but not the righteousness of God.

Paul warned that in the last days these false teachers who have a form of godliness but deny its power will be evident. The form is there, the name is there, the reputation is there; but there is NO life and NO reality. 

Therefore, among the people of God, there are those who have a FORM of Godliness but deny the power thereof. 

In Titus 1:16 we are told that “They profess to know God but in works they deny Him.”

The Devil always sows HIS people among God’s people. That is why we have tares with wheat. According to the Parable of the Tares, wherever God plants a true Christian, Satan seeks to plant a counterfeit.!! (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43). 

It is important to make a distinction between wheat and tares, - true believers and the fakers. (Matthew 13:36-39). A person controlled by the Holy Spirit acts like the Spirit who produced a new nature in him. 

Look at your life. Can people see the character of Jesus Christ being displayed in your life? If you hate someone, if you are bitter toward them, if you resent them, you are definitely 100% carnal. When our sin nature controls us we act no differently than the non-Christian.  

We may mutter all the right things. We may look pious or spiritual but we are carnal and out of fellowship. We might give generously and witness continuously but we are still out of fellowship and walking in darkness. We are NO different from the non-Christian except that we possess eternal life and God’s love can be produced by the Holy Spirit in our lives when we walk in fellowship with God.

In the last half of our verse 10, we read that:- Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God,

The word “Whoever” here refers to the non-Christian. And the Greek phrase “of God” means that a person without God’s divine righteousness does not find his source of righteousness in God. His source for righteousness is in his own sin nature. He finds his source is in the relative righteousness of man.  

You will recall that the righteousness that John is referring to is the righteous that only comes from God. It is His righteousness. John is certainly not referring to man’s human good works.!!

Do you remember what John said in 1st John 2:29? He said that:- “If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him.”

He says that the secret of being able to practice righteousness is to possess and experience within yourself the Life of the only One who is perfectly righteous: OR, who ever has been perfectly righteous, the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 

There is no other way! His life must be lived again in you in order for you to be righteous. Nothing else apart from that is righteousness.

John then says at the end of verse 10:- nor is he who does not love his brother

This person, John says, doesn’t practice righteousness, either. The word, “he” here is the believer out of fellowship and who manifests characteristics like the non-Christian. He hates and despises his fellow believer. – He is walking in darkness. By doing this he imitates an unbeliever. He does not reflect the character of Christ.

But love is the appropriate manifestation of the divine nature, John says. The absence of this manifestation of God’s love in a believer indicates that they are not walking with God in fellowship. They cannot communicate with God who, in His very essence, is love. Not loving our brother is a specific case of not manifesting divine righteousness Manifesting God’s love is the distinct badge of being a believer.  

This means that you express this love toward Christians who love you and also toward Christians who do NOT love you. If we love fellow Christians, we take care how we treat them. IF someone says that he loves his fellow Christian at church but steals from him at work, that person does not love his brother. He is walking in darkness. He is committing mental homicide!  

There is a connection between what we SAY about love and what we DO with love. 1st John 2:9 says:- “He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness [out of fellowship with God] until now.”

We identify people who walk with God by their righteous fellowship with God and their love for fellow Christians. Remember that only God can give us true righteousness and true love. He fills the container called the believer with the dynamics of Who He is. 

Let’s move on to verse 11 where John says:-“For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another”

John employs love as a test of a person who is a genuine child of God. God’s people love God’s people. The aim of this epistle is to help John’s readers understand the nature of God’s love.

“For this is the message,”  John says. Now the only other occurrence of the noun “message” in the New Testament occurs in 1st John 1:5. And that message has to do with “fellowship” with God.  

The message here in verse 11 is that we “should love one another” which is a clear manifestation of our fellowship with God. This is a message to Christians who wish to have fellowship with God on an ongoing, continual basis. This should always be our goal, too!

“For this is the message that you heard from the beginning,”  John says. In other words, the beginning of your Christian life, as this phrase most frequently means in John's letter. This is something that you learned when you first became a Christian through faith in Jesus Christ. 

What was it that we learned from the beginning of our Christian experience? Well, John says, “that we should love one another” 

No doubt when John wrote these words he was thinking of Jesus’ own statement recorded in John 13:34:- "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.”

John makes it abundantly clear that his audience is Christian by this statement. The words “love one another” occur 5 times in this epistle. The words “one another” mean another of the same kind. Believers should love their own kind.  

Since God generated Christians into one family, it is reasonable that they would love people of their own kind. The principle of love goes back to a family issue, the family of God. Love is a reflection of the divine nature within a believer. It is clear evidence that God’s Seed is permanently  implanted in every true believer. 

But what kind of love is John referring to in our verse 11? It is unfortunate that our English word LOVE has so many shades of meaning (some of them contradictory). 

Since the New Testament was written in Greek, the writers were often able to use more precise language. One of the Greek words for LOVE, philia (fee-LEE-ah), used elsewhere, carries the idea of “friendship love”.

It is a love between good friends but this is not the word used by John.

Then, there is the Greek word for sensual love, eros, from which we get our word erotic. But this word is never used in the New Testament. That is the word that this secular world without Christ often confuses with “love”. In reality, it is not love but simply, lust.

When we read in 1st John about “LOVE,” the Greek word used is agape (ah-GAH-pay). This is the word for GOD’S love toward man. It’s also the word for a Christian’s love for other Christians, - and it’s the word for God’s love for His church. (Eph. 5:22-33). It means "benevolent love". Its benevolence, however, is NOT shown by doing what the person loved, desires. It is shown by doing what the one who loves deems as NEEDED by the one whom they love.

For example, "For God so loved the world that He GAVE." What did God give.? NOT what man wanted, but what man needed as GOD perceived his need to be!

What was that.? His perfect Son to die on the cross as man's Substitute and bring redemption and forgiveness, and to reconcile man to God.

Used this way, love is grace in action. It is giving unconditionally to meet the needs of another. It is giving without any thought of getting something back! God's "agape" love for man is GOD doing what He considers BEST for man, and not necessarily what MAN desires for himself. 

Only God has such beautiful, unselfish love and this love is produced in the believer by the Holy Spirit when the believer is abiding in fellowship with the Son of God, Jesus Christ. According to the Word of God, this love is the ear-mark, trade mark and hall mark that we belong to Jesus Christ. This AGAPE love is the outworking, or result of our faith in Jesus Christ. AGAPE love is giving unconditionally to meet the needs of another person.

You know, IF you say you don't love someone, you have said more about YOURSELF than about that person. Specifically, you're saying that you haven't attained the level of spiritual maturity to love him unconditionally. If you only love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even unbelievers love those who love them.

 Jesus said in Luke 6:32:- "But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them.”

If we love one another from the heart with the love that God gives us, it means that we have settled all the other issues that interrupt our fellowship with God and with each other. It means we are walking in the light, confessing our sins, having joyful fellowship with one another, and not living a LIE anymore. It means that we are being honest with God, honest with others, and honest with ourselves.!!

The God of light is also the God of love. Knowing this God of love enables us to love far beyond a human love.

Now we all have experienced that loving some members of the family of God is not easy but God wants us to love unloving Christians. He doesn’t mean that we have to gush over them, but he does mean that we should not harbour grudges or malice or bitterness toward them.

You may have heard the following jingle that sadly reveals the true state of love among some believers today:-

“To dwell above with the saints we love,  Oh, that will be grace and glory. but to live below with the saints we know, well, that’s another story.”

Someone has said, “I love mankind, it is just people I can’t stand.” Being able to still love fellow Christians in the face of irritation, slander and even character assassination is a true test of love from the divine nature. Christians should love one another because they have a common origin – the family of God.

You know, you can’t love someone if you can’t forgive them. And if you don’t forgive someone, then you are walking in darkness and your sin nature is controlling your life. 

One of the most difficult things a Christian is called upon to DO is to forgive freely and unconditionally. But the more we understand the grace and Agape love God gave to us the easier we will be able to forgive. 

A mature believer is NOT bitter toward those who wrong him. His mind is completely free and relaxed toward other people. He does not retaliate through gossip and maligning. He does not use revenge tactics.

What a beautiful thing it is to find forgiveness in a Christian's heart! The mature believer forgives on the basis of his own forgiveness from God. There is no strain when we forgive on the basis of grace. The ability to forgive is God-given. It is generated through the love produced in the believer by the indwelling Holy Spirit.

We are commanded to forgive, "even as Christ forgave us" How did Christ forgive us? He dismissed and forgot our sins. We must do the SAME! God’s forgiveness is complete and final; it is NOT conditional or partial. 

How is the holy God able to forgive us guilty sinners? Because of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross. God has forgiven us in Christ freely, fully and finally. We must forgive those who hurt us the same way -- freely, fully and finally. When we do, we will experience the love and peace of God flowing through us.

As Nelson drew his ships to battle against the Dutch fleet, two of his English officers were quarrelling. He flung himself between them and pointing to the ships of Holland said, “Gentlemen, there are your enemies!” Likewise, OUR enemies are not fellow Christians! But sadly, some Christians still have this to learn!

Now it is rather fascinating, is it not, that the apostle who wrote this has become known as the “apostle of love”. John says more about this great quality than any of the other writers, even though it was Paul who wrote that glorious passage on love in 1st Corinthians 13. 

But if you read the Gospel records of John, you will note that this was not his nature at all. He and his brother James earned from Jesus the title, "sons of thunder" because they were constantly wanting to blast back at those who opposed them. (Mark 3:17) It was John and James who came to the Lord when a village refused to have them come in and said in Luke 9:54:-"Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them, just as Elijah did?''

It was John and James who were constantly quarrelling with the other disciples. The temperament of this man, John, was not one of naturally showing love. But when he was born again, - when he believed in the deity and lordship of Jesus Christ, there was born into his heart the very Life of God and this man began to show God’s unique LOVE. So mightily did he master the lesson that he became known as the apostle of love.

Such love is the sign of the new life that only GOD can give. It is a love which not only loves those who love you, but which loves those who do NOT love you. It is a love which does not depend upon a reciprocal relationship, but loves anyhow. It is a love which allows us to love the unlovely, - to love the ungrateful, and the selfish, and the difficult. 

And when this Christian love is born, a huge change takes place. We begin to see people as people, people like ourselves, needing love, having problems, feeling fears and anxieties and experiencing troubles. We are able to have compassion, to sympathize, to enter into their feelings. 

Some of you may have read the World War II story of Jacob De Shazer, one of the members of Colonel Doolittle's crew who bombed Tokyo early in World War II. He was captured by the Japanese and put in prison. He hated his Japanese captors and was so violent and vicious that his captors feared him because he himself feared nothing they did to him. They kept him in solitary confinement because of the hatred with which he lashed out against them. 

But in a remarkable way he obtained a copy of the Bible, and began to read it through. Reading through that book, in the loneliness of his cell, he came to realize the life that is in Jesus Christ. 

There came an amazing transformation over this man. His hatred of the Japanese changed completely. He began to love his captors and to show love toward them, and they were utterly astonished by what had happened to him. Instead of burning with wrath, resentment, and viciousness against them, he became the most docile of prisoners, eagerly cooperating with his captors, and praying for them. 

Eventually, the story of his change of heart was written up in a little tract, and, after the war, it fell into the hands of a young Japanese, Captain Mitsuo Fuchida. This is the man who led the air raid against Pearl Harbour, and who gave the command to drop the bombs on that fateful day of December 7. 

Mitsuo Fuchida was a hero in Japan after the war because of that exploit and others, but his own heart was empty. Somehow he read the tract that told the story of De Shazer's amazing change of heart. He was captivated by the story and puzzled by it. From somewhere he obtained a New Testament and began to read it with growing interest and amazement. At last he came to the story of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. 

When he read the Lord's words from the cross, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do"  his heart broke.      (Luke 23:34) He was stunned at that prayer of love. He realized that this One who could love His enemies and pray for those who persecuted Him and despicably used Him, was manifesting a quality of life that no natural human being could possibly show. 

Mitsuo Fuchida became a Christian. Now he is an evangelist going up and down Japan telling forth the story of a divine love that can totally transform human hearts.

Love like this is the sign of a converted and transformed heart. IF there is not this quality of love in us which can make us love those that ordinarily we would not love, then we remain in darkness.

I believe that it is appropriate that the Saviour who died for us while we were still His enemies should have the last word on this matter. He said in John 13:35:- "By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.''

PASSAGE - 1st John 3:11-12:-

1st John 3:11-12:

11.  “For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another, 

12.  not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his works were evil and his brother's righteous.” 

We are engaged now in studying, through the eyes of John, the beloved apostle, the two most powerful forces at work in the world today: LOVE and HATE. We have already looked together at the path of LOVE in verse 11. John has traced it for us as to its origin, its essence, and its evidence. We have noted that such love is a self-sacrificing, benevolent love. 

It is a love that only God can produce. It is the sign of the new life that only GOD can give. It is a love that gives unconditionally to meet the needs of another. It is a love that gives without any thought of getting something back! It is a love which not only loves those who love you, but which loves those who do NOT love you. It is a love which does not depend upon a reciprocal relationship, but loves anyhow.

Now we shall take the same passage, but now follow the course of the antithesis of love which is HATE. What is the origin of love and hate? What is the origin of spiritual rebellion? Where did these two powerful forces love and hate come from?

The Bible says that true love springs from God and hate originates in the Devil. Hate is sometimes love, twisted and, diverted from its intended object and centred upon a false object. 

This is what the devil always tries to do with the life and the love of God. He diverts it, twists it, mutilates it; he changes it, and it comes out as HATE. Therefore, anyone who hates is, as Cain was, in the grip of the devil, - he is "of the evil one." That is a rather sobering thing, is it not? 

IF you are in the grip of hate, you need to be aware that it has a satanic source. This is because hatred originated in the Devil. It is rather remarkable in this passage to note that in neither case do these forces originate in man. 

John says Cain was "of the evil one," which is a reference, of course, to the devil. By this John indicates that this powerful force of hate came from Satan. It came out of his spiritual relationship with Satan.  

Its presence in the human heart reveals a terrible fact. It reveals that the individual who is expressing hate has fallen into the silent remorseless grip of the devil. He is a slave of the devil's will.

The word “OF” means origin, source. The source of Cain’s behaviour was in the Devil. Cain did not become a child of the Devil by murdering his brother. He murdered his brother because he was a child of the Devil. Cain’s murderous attitude came out of his sense of failure before God. He viewed Abel as a rival in spiritual things. 

We must be careful never to see other Christians as rivals, or competitors in the faith, either. All this finds its source in Satan. 

How frequently has the world been engulfed by a cataclysm of hate and evil, of darkness and death, and the sickening horrors of war. Yet the forces that are at work that produce these modern slaughters are no different and no more violent than those that were present in a meeting of two brothers in a field long, long ago. At that time one suddenly slaughtered  his brother and crimsoned the earth with his brother's blood.

That is the scene John sets before us in the third chapter of this letter, beginning with Verse 11. The weapon used by Cain has now become a hydrogen bomb, but the motivation that sets either on its deadly course is always the same. 

IF we understand the act in that field long ago, we will understand the reason for the wars, the terrorism, the ruthless torture and murders so rampant in our society today. But we will never understand these 2 forces in life unless we understand them from this Biblical point of view. 

John traces for us the intertwining of these two forces, love and hate, beginning with Verse 11:

11.  For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another, 

12.  not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his works were evil and his brother's righteous.” 

John in this verse sets forth two representatives of two different spiritual families. The family of God and the family of Satan.  

Cain represents the family of Satan and Abel represents the family of God.  

These families stand in stark contrast to one another. Now, John's direct discussion of hatred and murder is a little disconcerting. But he is teaching us to love, and until we learn to reject acting like Cain, we will never learn to love.

Adam and Eve's children were at the beginning, the first set of brothers to whom the command was directed: "Love your brother." We should imagine that Cain and Abel were very similar. 

In Genesis 4:1-5 we find the story of their birth and growing up, and then the eventful day that led to Abel's death. 

1. “Now the man {Adam} had relations with his wife Eve, and she conceived and gave birth to Cain, and she said, "I have gotten a manchild with the help of the Lord."

2. And again, she gave birth to his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of flocks, but Cain was a tiller of the ground.

3. So it came about in the course of time that Cain brought an offering to the Lord of the fruit of the ground.

4. And Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and for his offering;

5. but for Cain and for his offering He had no regard. So Cain became very angry and his countenance fell.”

These brothers were raised by the same loving parents and taught the same values. They grew up in the same environment and were equally well cared for by their parents. They most likely resembled each other physically and were probably close in age. They went together to worship God and bring offerings to Him. Everything about them was similar-but they were dramatically different on the inside.

We see similar things today where siblings in the one family turn out very much different from one another. Cain is a good negative example of the failure to love .

We can presume that Cain had a godly upbringing that should have equipped him to love, but he chose not to. Cain, like so many today, was religious but lost. It is important to note that Cain and Abel, being brothers, had the same parents, and they both brought sacrifices to God. 

Cain is not presented as an atheist; he is presented as a worshiper. And this is the point: - children of the devil masquerade as true believers. They cleverly create a false Christian image, or facade. They attend religious gatherings, as Cain did. They may even bring offerings. 

But these actions in themselves are not valid proof that a man is born of God. The real test is his love for the brethren - and here Cain failed dismally. Every man has a "spiritual lineage" as well as a physical, and Cain's "spiritual father" was the devil. 

This does not mean, of course, that Satan literally fathered Cain. It means, rather, that Cain's attitudes and actions originated with Satan. 

What we are told in Genesis 4 is that as these two brothers came to worship God, each of them brought an offering. They were both religious men, and both of them brought an offering. 

Abel of the firstlings of his flock, a lamb out of his flock, while Cain brought the fruits of his field. He was a farmer and so he brought a gift of grain or fruit to God. Abel’s offering was accepted by God, but Cain’s was rejected. 

We aren't told what it was about Abel that led God to approve of him. And we aren’t told what it was about Cain that led God to tell him his actions were disobedient, unrighteous, and unacceptable. 

It seems clear that God must have given definite instructions concerning how He was to be worshiped. Cain rejected God's Word and decided to worship in his own way. This shows arrogance and rebellion It also shows his relationship to Satan, for Satan is always interested in turning people away from the revealed will of God. (Genesis 3:1 – “Has God indeed said...”)

We should note that God never makes a statement comparing these brothers to each other. As we're going to see in a moment, it was Cain in his anger who did the comparing. God dealt with Abel as an individual, then turned to Cain and dealt with him as an individual. This is how we also should act.

Some scholars argue that the difference between the 2 offerings was that Abel's was a blood offering involving a death, and Cain's wasn't. That may be the reason, but the Bible doesn't say that. 

We know that the Jews offered grain offerings later in their history. The notion that a grain offering (or an offering of something else that grew in the ground) should always be rejected is not consistent with what we know of the law. There was something on the inside that the Lord saw and that distinguished the two brothers. 

In the Epistle to the Hebrews we are told that it was "by FAITH" that Abel offered his offering unto God, and faith is always an obedient response to a command or a promise of God. In fact, we are told that “without faith, it is impossible to please God”. Abel offered his offering in obedience to what God had asked. 

Cain did not offer his by faith, and therefore he refused to offer what God had asked. He did that deadly thing which so many millions are doing today -- he devised his own religion. He wanted to do things his way! He said, "I have my own way of serving God," and he came up with his own plan for an offering and brought the firstfruits of the field. 

When it was rejected, he was angry. The account tells us "his countenance fell and he began to pout and sulk and was angry and sullen, stewing within himself because God had not accepted that which he had brought.

Even then, according to the account, he was not judged by God. God does not lash out with a lightning bolt against him, but there is a word of warning brought to him. God gently speaks and reasons with him from His loving heart and says in Genesis 4:6-7:-

6. “Then the Lord said to Cain, "Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen?

7. "If you do well, will not your countenance be lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you must master it."

God's Word to him was, "It can be turned around, Cain. "You can go back and bring the right offering. I'm not going to wipe you off the face of the earth because of your disobedience. You can still repent, you can still change your mind. You can go back and bring the right one." 

Restoration is still possible. The problems you have on the inside, the rebellion that has led to your making an offering unacceptable to Me, can be reversed. Our relationship can be restored, things can be put right. But you have some very important choices to make."

God spoke directly to Cain, but Cain didn't listen. He continued to stew and to burn against God. At that moment he fell into the snare of Satan. At that moment the silent, sinister control of Satan crept into his heart. Instead of heeding God's warning, Cain listened to Satan's voice and plotted to kill his brother. 

Some Christians unwittingly let the enemy sow evil thoughts in their minds, and then let the thoughts linger, doing nothing about them, not realizing the danger. God's Word says that Christians are to cast down such thoughts as soon as they appear in their minds. A successful campaign can be waged in the spiritual realm ONLY when worldly weapons are abandoned, and total reliance is placed on “spiritual” weapons which can demolish impregnable fortresses where evil is entrenched. Evil thoughts can become strongholds in the MIND. 

Satan or demons plant the thought when they are allowed to influence the thought processes of the MIND. They endeavour to keep the evil thought alive and protect it until it conceives and becomes a full grown serpent. (sin) God says pull it down, cast it out, bring every single thought into captivity unto obedience to Jesus Christ. Don’t let a single EVIL thought be allowed to roam at will in your mind. Go after that thought, capture it, and kill it. 

IF you let a single lustful thought STAY in your mind for even 30 seconds, it WILL take hold. And instead of expelling the vile thought, a believer may encourage, nourish and enjoy it! That is why God's Word literally screams out at all those who have ears to listen:-"Cast out the wicked thought! Kill it! Get rid of it now! – before it destroys you!

Don't flirt with the thought; - don't give it an inch. Run to the Lord; - run to His Word; Cry out for a cleansing of the MIND. Let the reverential fear of grieving our awesome, loving God drive out every evil thought immediately they raise their ugly heads.

Be persuaded that IF the thought is entertained, - IF it is conceived and becomes an egg, it will hatch and the MIND will be bitten, poisoned, and polluted. As soon as any evil thought comes to mind, the Christian must say:- "This thought, if I flirt with it, has the capacity to really harm me and to cause irreparable damage not only to myself, - but to my loved ones and to other people around me.!!

The Christian must realize, "This thought is definitely NOT from my NEW nature in Christ! It can only have come from my own lower creature nature, - OR, it could have demonic origins!  In any case, my Heavenly Father has commanded me to “put such thoughts to death immediately.”

Colossians 3:5:-“Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.”  

The Bible promises, -“Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you."    (James 4:7). 

You must resist him in your MIND by resisting the FIRST thought of evil. Evaluate every thought by the truth of God's Word, and don't let your MIND entertain thoughts contrary to the will of God.

Cain didn’t do this. His envy and jealousy had turned to anger and hatred. He knew that he was evil and that his brother was righteous. He was angry because God would not play according to his rules. In other words, he wanted to be like God, Himself and he was angry when God refused to let him exercise the sovereignty which only God can have. 

All of his anger at the invisible power of God, the invisible Person of God, became focused in a visible object, his brother. Rather than repent, as God commanded him to do, he decided instead to destroy his brother. So, in blind delusion and hatred, he struck him down and murdered him. 

Centuries later, the Pharisees did the same thing to Jesus (Mark 15:9-10), and Jesus called them too, children of the devil. (John 8:44). 

Both the Old Testament Hebrew word and the New Testament Greek word for murder here mean slaughter. Cain did more than murder his brother – he slaughtered him. 

The Greek often uses this word for “murder” for ritual slaying. It is a violent, terrible death that our text refers to. Literally, it means to cut the throat. Sometimes the Greek uses this term for slaughtering a goat. This is a grisly picture of holding Abel’s head back to cut his throat and jugular vein. Cain butchered his brother. This is a very strong term for fratricide.

Cain arrogantly said to God in effect:-“You want a blood sacrifice, do you? I will give you one – I’ll shed the blood of my brother as a ritual sacrifice. There, how do like your blood sacrifice now?”  

Now let us look deeper at what this powerful force of hate is. John reveals the origin of hate -- it is from the devil, he says. And hate can also stem from the sin nature residing within us. But John also lets us know its essence, - its character, - its nature. 

“And why did he murder him?”  asks John. The answer is very startling. Was it because Abel was a bad person? Was it because he did something evil to Cain, and Cain was but avenging himself? 

No.   It was because Abel was good that Cain murdered him! It was because he was doing proper, rightful, obedient things. That is why Cain murdered his brother. 

Why did he murder him? Well, at the end of our verse 12 we read:- “Because his works were evil and his brother's righteous.”

Think of that! Cain murdered his brother because his brother was good, - not because he was bad. Cain was a physical brother to Abel but not a spiritual brother. They came from two different spiritual families. Cain murdered his brother for spiritual reasons.

Remember that Cain did not become a child of the Devil by murdering his brother. He murdered his brother because he was already a child of the Devil.  

Actions always arise out of either the sin nature or the divine nature, - either from Satan or from God. Cain’s murder of Abel proved the true family to which he belonged. He was under the control of Satan rather than God.  

Cain hated God’s system of blood sacrifice because it rests on salvation by grace. He wanted to bring the work of his own hands, the fruit of the field. He believed in salvation by personal merit and good works. 

Christianity also believes in salvation by good works, but never by man’s good works. – Only by the redemptive work of Jesus Christ alone can man find salvation. 

Abel’s sacrifice represented GRACE. But Cain’s sacrifice represented WORKS. Cain believed that a person could work his way into acceptance with God by merit, instead of faith and obedience. Cain was desperately wrong!

God is never impressed by any work done solely in the energy of the flesh. These two brothers came from the same physical family and the same environment but their lives ended in two different outcomes. Cain is a picture of John’s enemies who moved out from the assembly of believers. 

1st John 2:19:- “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us.”

They belonged to the evil one. They were counterfeit Christians; they were make believers. They attacked genuine believers because as members of Satan’s family they were committed to salvation by works and not grace.  

Cain's attitude represents the attitude of the present world system. The world hates Christ for the same reason Cain hated Abel. (John 15:18-25) 

You see, Christ shows up the world's sin and reveals its true nature. Jesus Christ forces man to realise his own mortality and to face the truth that he so desperately needs a Saviour who can forgive his sins and reconcile him to God.

When the world, like Cain, comes face-to-face with reality and truth, it can make only one of two decisions. It can repent and change, or it can try to destroy the one who is exposing it. Like Cain, the people of the world try to cover up their true nature with a multitude of plastic, empty and phoney things. 

But the bottom line is that they have rejected Jesus Christ and they have rejected God’s Word. They have sentenced themselves to an eternity separated from God. 

Satan is the "god” and “ruler” of this world, and he controls it through murder, lies and deceit. Satan’s propaganda is designed to blind the world from the truth that will set them free from his bondage.

2nd Corinthians 4:4 tells us that Satan has blinded the minds of unbelievers. Why has he done that? Because he does not want them to know the truth about Jesus Christ, and about himself and his nefarious, evil activities. He wants to prevent them from seeing the illuminating light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ, the Messiah.

Satan is the culprit behind man’s confusion and blindness. He is the originator of ALL sin and he continues to sustain its use. But he has to somehow keep the world from knowing the truth that will expose him and set them free. So, he “blinds their minds”, - he puts a veil over their minds lest they should see the illuminating light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ, the Messiah. And he tries to infiltrate or influence their thought processes. He tries to sow seeds of hatred, deceit and poison.

Just as Satan entered the heart of Judas at the institution of the Lord’s Supper to betray Jesus, so Satan tries to influence our hearts to hate other Christians. Unfortunately, he sometime succeeds in doing this. Satan was able to influence two Christians, Ananias and Sapphira his wife, to lie and cheat. (Acts 5:3). You see, it all begins with that sinister malevolent being whose sole purpose is to undermine and oppose the works and plan of God.

We can learn several things from our verse. We learn that when we are angry we hurt people, usually those who are closest to us. And we really hurt ourselves; an angry person is his own worst enemy. We learn that hatred and anger are inseparable cousins. Do you realize that 60% of all homicides are committed by family members that were angry.? 

In moments of anger, Satan has got a foothold in a person’s life and destroyed families, divided churches, and damaged testimonies. 

Did you know that IF you have a problem with anger, you are 5 times more likely to have a heart attack than the average person?  

Clarence Macartney was right when he said:-"Anger is one of the most common sins, yet one of the most dangerous and injurious to the peace and well-being of man."  

Charles Spurgeon said:- "I have no more right as a Christian to allow a bad temper dwell in me than I have to allow the Devil himself to dwell in me." 

Make no mistake about it – anger is a deadly and destructive SIN! It is said that a rattlesnake will accidentally BITE itself if it gets angry enough. Harbouring hatred against others often results in us biting ourselves, too. We think we hurt others by holding anger inside but actually we hurt ourselves the most. 

As we saw with Cain, hatred combines both anger and also, revenge,. It causes us to say hurtful things that should NEVER be said. 

Jesus taught that anger contains the SEEDS of murder. When we exercise anger we pour poison into our souls.  It will sour our spirit and take away the joy of our salvation and fellowship. We will become embittered, miserable, self-centred, selfish and self-pitying.

Did you know that ANGER hurts the person exercising anger more than it hurts the object of their anger? Anger is the wind that blows out the light of logic, objectivity and reason. NEVER make a decision when you are angry. If you do, invariably it will be a bad decision that you will regret.!!

Anger feeds anger. It grows upon itself. Have you noticed that the anger of one person can make another person angry? It is a highly CONTAGIOUS emotion.

Search your hearts! Examine yourselves! Make sure that this deadly cancer does not exist within you. You are, - right now, - whatever is in your mind. Proverbs 23:7:-"As a man thinks in his heart, so IS he." 

You are not what you appear to be; you are what you think. Whenever you are alone, your thoughts are the real YOU.

There was a little boy with a bad temper. His father gave him a bag of long nails and told him that every time he lost his temper, to hammer a nail in the back fence. The first day the boy had driven 37 nails into the fence. Then it gradually dwindled down. He discovered it was easier to hold his temper than to drive those nails into the fence.

Finally the day came when the boy didn't lose his temper at all. He told his father about it and the father suggested that the boy now pull out one nail for each day that he was able to hold his temper. The days passed and the young boy was finally able to tell his father that all the nails were gone. The father took his son by the hand and led him to the fence. "You have done well, my son, but look at the holes in the fence. The fence will never be the same. 

When you say things in anger, they leave a scar just like this one. You can put a knife in a man and draw it out, it won't matter how many times you say 'I'm sorry,' the wound is STILL there. Always remember, son, that a verbal wound is just as bad as a physical one.”

Now how do we control ANGER? Anger, like any other sin, needs to be made right with the Lord, then with others.  Notice Ephesians 4:32:- “And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ also forgave you.”

The sins of anger and temper must be terminated and the vacuum must be filled by the cultivation of Christlike qualities. The defilement caused by anger is to be confessed and the damage caused by anger is to be corrected. 

Herbert Lockyer said, "We sometimes speak about mastering our temper, but it is a wolf too ferocious for the flesh to tame."  What he said is so true. Our temper can at times be too ferocious to tame. 

But it is not too ferocious for the Holy Spirit to tame!. Notice Galatians 5:22-23:- 

22.  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

23.  gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.”

Longsuffering is a fruit of the Spirit. When the Holy Spirit is in control of our life He produces longsuffering. When we allow our sin nature to be in control, we produce among other things, anger. 

In the Greek, "longsuffering" is made up of 2 words. The first means "far from." The second means, "anger." If we are "longsuffering," we are "far from anger." 

Will YOU ever become angry? Probably! Should you let it dwell inside you? No!

People who have these qualities of patience and longsuffering DON’T fall apart , or retaliate, or quit. They hang in there with their relationships, despite the pressures of their work, or their circumstances Longsuffering, or patient endurance is a word that relates primarily to our circumstances in life. 

It has to do with willingness to forgive and refusing to take revenge. It is trusting that our great God has everything in hand.  It is believing that HE will handle the problem in the best way possible.

How can we handle anger? Recognize the sin of anger and confess to the Lord when you become angry. Ist John 1:9:- “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

This will help you maintain your walk with the Lord and be controlled (filled) by the Holy Spirit. It will also help you to continue to “grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”  

PASSAGE 1st John 3:13-14:-

1st John 3:13-14

13.  “Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you. 

14.  We know that we have passed from death to Life, because we love the brethren. {our fellow Christians} He who does not love his brother {in Christ} abides in death.” 

You know, hate is a deeper force than we usually think it to be. It is more than a mere psychological reaction of one human being to another. It releases sinister powers into the human stream. It brings dark powers into control of human minds and human hearts. It twists and distorts, deludes and blocks, so that when we act we act in utter delusion, completely out of line with reality and out of accord with the facts. It so often works against the preaching of the Gospel of the glory of Jesus Christ, the Messiah and Saviour of the world.

Many years ago, Joseph Parker said:- “The man who preaches repentance sets himself against his age, and will be mercilessly battered by the age whose moral tone he changes. There is but one end for such a man. Off with his head! You had better not preach repentance until you've pledged your head to heaven." 

The nature of hate is such that it is an attack against God Himself. 

Remember how David discovered that after the murder of Uriah, the Hittite? He coveted this man's wife, committed a foul act of adultery, and, in order to cover his tracks, had the husband sent in to battle and put in the front ranks and thus contrived to bring about his murder. This is always what sin does -- it leads us on deeper and deeper, farther than we ever intended to go. 

David did what so many try to do today when they sin. He tried to cover it up as his guilty heart had not repented. He tried to sweep it under the carpet. 

But God loved this king. He loved him too well to let him go on covering up and thus damaging himself and his entire kingdom by this hidden sin. So God in grace sent the prophet Nathan to David to stand before him and trap him with a little story. 

Because David was king, Nathan knew he would have to approach him delicately, because his own life could have been in danger if he had blatantly accused the king. So Nathan told him a story. 

He said that while he was abroad in the kingdom a certain incident occurred which he felt should be brought to the king for judgment. There was a certain rich man who owned a flock of sheep and a traveller came by to whom he wanted to show hospitality. But instead of taking one of his own sheep and offering it for food, he went to his poor neighbour who only owned one little ewe lamb, and he took that lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him.

When David heard this he was indignant and bellowed out:-2nd Samuel 12:5:-"As the LORD lives, surely the man who has done this deserves to die!"  

In a most dramatic moment the prophet Nathan pointed a long bony finger at the king and said in 2nd Samuel 12:7:-"You are the man!"

In Psalm 32 David records how he felt during that terrible time when he was trying to cover up his sin. Psalm 32:2:-"When I kept silence," (about my sin) he says, "my body wasted away through my groaning all day long," 

For a whole year he tried to live with a guilty conscience. Then follows then the repentance of David; - he wept before God for days. Out of that experience was born the 51st Psalm which echoes the dreadful situation into which David fell. 

In that Psalm David cries out the great truth he had learned:-Psalm 51:4:-“Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in Your sight”

Now in a technical sense this was not altogether completely true.  It certainly is true that all sin is against God. But David had also sinned against HIMSELF. He had sinned against BATHSHEBA, against URIAH and against ALL ISRAEL who looked up to their beloved King.

But David’s sin against God was SO serious and stupendous that all other parties faded away! You see, David was well aware that there were no sacrifices for the sin of ADULTERY. 

According to Leviticus 20:10, the perpetrator of such a crime was to be punished by being stoned to death. There was only one way out for David. He had to bypass the Levitical offerings and throw himself completely upon the mercy and grace of God!

How wonderful that the believer today lives in the Age of Grace! How wonderful that we too can boldly approach the throne of grace and obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. This man who was called a “friend” of God and “a man after God’s own heart” had actually broken FOUR of the Ten Commandments of the Law.

Thou shalt not kill

Thou shalt not commit adultery

Thou shalt not steal

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife

David was overwhelmed by the enormity of his sins and cried out to God, “Against You, You only, have I sinned” It is not that David doesn’t understand that others have been damaged by his sin. He knew full well that his sins had deeply affected Uriah’s wife, Bathsheba; 

Her reputation was sullied,……………..;

Her character blasted…………………….; 

Her marriage broken……………………..; 

Her husband murdered……………….…; 

And her own heart grieved by the death of the child that was born, - all because of David's sin. 

Then there was his loyal and faithful officer, Uriah, whose life was brought to a sudden and bloody end because of David's sin. But David understood that ultimately sin is an insult and an injury to a Holy God. That is because ALL sin is transgression of God’s Law and therefore it is against God Himself.

Do you remember what the Prodigal son said in Luke 15:18? “I will get up and go to my Father and I will say to Him, “Father, I have sinned against Heaven, and in Your sight”  

David, who was called “a man after God’s own heart” is brought to the stark realisation that:- Here am I, a holy king who has with so much pious devotedness observed the law and the worship of God;  Yet I have been so tempted and overcome by the inbred evil and sin in my flesh, that I have murdered an innocent man, and for adulterous purposes taken away his wife !

“And isn’t this unmistakable PROOF that my nature is more deeply infected and corrupted than ever I thought it was?” All believers today can relate to this grim realisation, too. “I  who was yesterday UNSULLIED am today an ADULTERER.!” “I who yesterday had hands innocent of blood, am today a MURDERER !” We need to be acutely aware of the great potential for misbehaviour and all forms of evil if we allow our old sin nature to run loose.

A believer has 2 energy sources available to him. The first is through his own sin nature which will produce the “works of the flesh”…………;    (Galatians 5:19-21) and the second is through the filling of the Holy Spirit which will produce works pleasing and acceptable to the Father.  (Galatians 5:22-23)

Consequently, at any given time a believer is either 100% “Carnal”, or 100% ‘Spiritual”. The choice is entirely up to him! But the bottom line is that spiritual Christians will be hated, detested and shunned by this world.

It should come as no surprise to the believer that the world hates us, because it hates our Saviour. (John 15:18-21).

18.  "If the world {unbelievers} hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. 

19.  "If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates {detests} you. 

20.  "Remember the word that I said to you, `A servant is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours also. 

21.  "But all these things they will do to you for My name's sake, because they do not know Him who sent Me.”

Jesus said that the disciples were not to be surprised or disheartened if the world hated them. The “IF” does not express any doubt that this would happen – it was absolutely certain! The world hated the Lord, and it will hate all who resemble Him.

It is a basic principle in human life that wickedness hates righteousness and this explains why the world hates the believer. Men of the world love those who live as they do. – those who use vile language and indulge in the lusts of the flesh OR, those people who are cultured but live only for themselves.

Jesus reminds the disciples that in spite of the fact that He has come on a mission of sacrificial love, the world at large hates Him. And this attitude of hatred toward Christ carries over to those who seek to serve Him in this world today. The world adopts this attitude because it rejects all who do not conform to its epicurean lifestyle.

There are two reasons for the obstinate attitude of the world. 

The first is IGNORANCE. This ignorance is both intellectual and spiritual. The world does not have a proper concept of God. Consequently, it cannot evaluate the Messenger whom He sent. They do not comprehend that the Father sent the Lord into the world to be the Saviour of the world! But ignorance is no excuse!

The SECOND reason for the obstinate attitude of the world is their resentment of Jesus’ claims and standards. By His life and by His works He rebukes human sin and condemns it. He uncovers the inner corruption and hypocrisy of people, and they react violently to this disclosure. He strips away all excuses and exposes their selfishness and rebellion against God.

The unbeliever hates this exposure and instead of changing their wicked behaviour, they seek to destroy whatever or whoever shows it up so clearly. It would be just as unreasonable for a person to destroy a straightedge or a ruler for showing how crooked the line is that he has drawn!

It’s sad isn’t it that the Biblical Jesus was not a friend of the world, despite the fact that He was willing to die for the sins of mankind. Nor is the world a friend to those who love Christ and seek to follow Him. 

Adam Clarke has correctly stated, "Expect neither justice nor mercy from the men who are enemies of God." This is not a statement of bitterness, but of fact.

Historians such as Eusebius (Ecclesiastical History), John Fox (Book of Martyrs), and Will Durant (The Story of Civilization) testify to the great sufferings and persecutions believers have faced at the hands of the world. The early Church, for example, endured ten separate periods of persecutions at the hands of Roman Emperors. From Nero in 67 AD to Diocletian in 303 AD, Christians were persecuted in many ruthless, barbaric and merciless ways.

In 107 AD, Ignatius one of the early church fathers, was sent to Rome and killed by beasts in the imperial games. Ignatius was bishop of Antioch, Syria, and knew several of the Apostles personally as well as being a leader in the early Church. On his way to Rome, he wrote seven letters citing not only his soundness in Biblical doctrine, but his love for Christ and willingness to suffer for Him. 

In his letter to the believers in Rome, he wrote these words:-"Suffer me to be food to the wild beasts; by whom I shall attain unto God. For I am the wheat of God and I shall be ground by the teeth of the wild beasts, that I may be found the pure bread of Christ. I would rather die for Jesus Christ, than rule the utmost ends of the earth." 

Another early Church leader who suffered at the hand of Rome was Polycarp. In 155 AD he was burned at the stake and sang hymns while waiting to be consumed by the fire. However, the fire did not consume him so he was ordered to be stabbed to death and his remains were burned. 

The list could go on and on as a tribute to those who were willing to suffer for Christ Jesus because the world hated them. All of history records that the world has never been a friend to the followers of Jesus Christ, from persecutions by the Persians to the Inquisition of Rome. Sufferings in Italy, Germany, Spain, England and throughout the world testify to the fact that the world in general hates followers of Christ.

According to Fox's Book of Martyrs, each of the Apostles and disciples faced a cruel and merciless death.

1. John was boiled in oil, but miraculously he survived. Later, he was imprisoned on the Island of Patmos.

2.  Peter was crucified upside-down outside of Rome.

3.  James the Greater, John's brother, was beheaded by Herod in Jerusalem.

4.  James the Less was thrown from the temple's pinnacle and beaten to death with clubs.

5.  Andrew was bound to a cross, but he continued to preach to his adversaries until he died.

6.  Thomas while in the East Indies was impelled with a lance.

7.  Jude was shot with arrows for preaching Christ.

8.  Phillip was scourged, thrown into prison, and then crucified with his daughters.

9.  Bartholomew was flayed alive.

10.  Simon the Zealot preached in Africa and Britain and while in Britain he was crucified.

11.  Matthew, while preaching the Gospel in Ethiopia, was slain with a sword.

12.  Paul was beheaded in Rome.

13.  Matthias was stoned with rocks and then beheaded.

14.  Mark was dragged through the streets of Alexandria until dead.

15.  Luke was hung on an olive tree in Greece.

The Christian can be encouraged in the face of this unacceptance and rejection by the world, that God will never, ever forsake, abandon, nor leave them in the lurch. And he lovingly refers to them in His Word as:-Personal ambassadors and witnesses of Jesus Christ, as well as ministers of reconciliation.  

They are God's workmanship and they are more than conquerors through Him who loves them and who died for them. They can do all things asked of them by God, through Christ who gives them strength. They are a chosen, elected and called people; - a royal priesthood; - a holy nation; - people belonging to God. 

They are redeemed and forgiven of all their sins and they are free forever from condemnation. They can never be separated from the love of God and they can approach Almighty God boldly with freedom and confidence. They are permanent citizens of heaven right now and they can always find grace and mercy from their devoted Heavenly Father in times of need. 

With all this and much more, who really cares if this world hates and rejects us? Can this secular world offer any of these fantastic things? Can this Satanic world system which has rejected Jesus Christ:-Cleanse you from all sin.? Can it make you a child of the living God forever? 

Can it impute to you the righteousness and the eternal life of Jesus Christ.? Can it qualify you to live with God in Heaven forever? Can it give you permanent citizenship of Heaven? Can this secular world reserve incredible riches and rewards for you in Heaven? Can it give you an indestructible, perfect resurrection body after death.? Can it offer you a perfect, meaningful and satisfying plan and purpose for your life on earth? And while you're here, inner peace and joy overflowing? I think not.!!

The world hates the message of grace because it shows them that they are sinners and need the salvation found only in and through Jesus Christ. No Christian should be surprised that the world reacts negatively to the Gospel of grace through Jesus Christ. 

The Gospel is world-shattering for it changes the very nature of the person. A Christian receives a new nature at the point of salvation and this sets him apart from this Satanic world system. The world will hate him for this. We shouldn’t be surprised when the world hates us; but we should be surprised when there is hatred among the body of Christ.

Let’s move on to our verse 14:- “We know that we have passed from death to Life, because we love the brethren. {our fellow Christians} He who does not love his brother {in Christ} abides in death.” 

John says that as Christians, we know something that is very important. We know of an absolute certainty that through our faith in Jesus Christ we have passed from death to life. The words “have passed” denote to “change place”, to “pass over” from one place to another.  The Christian changed his place of residence from eternal death to eternal life.  

The only other occurrence of this term is found in John 5:24:-"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has {possesses now and forevermore} everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.”

The person who has trusted Christ has passed out of a state of spiritual death into one of spiritual life. The Greek tense in our verse 14 for “we have passed” means that we have permanently passed from death to life at a particular point in our life with the results continuing on forever.  

The transfer from eternal death to eternal life took place at salvation and continues forever. Christians abide in a new state of life after their conversion. They no longer are in the state of spiritual death.

The Greek word for “from” means “out of”. The Christian passes “out of” the sphere of death into the sphere of eternal life at salvation when he trusted Christ to forgive him his sins. This eternal life can never be lost or taken away.

Isn’t it interesting how, in this life, we speak of going from life to death. We live in a material body for a period of time and then we die physically. The tent or body that encased us expires and dies. 

Man sees this cycle from the reverse point of view to how God sees it; - we go from life to death. But God sees this in actual truth; Christians have passed from death to Life.    (Colossians 1:13).

Man is steadily moving from life toward inevitable death, but God says that while there is yet time, they must pass from death to Life! To pass from death to life is the reverse of what we consider the normal. We all expect to pass from life to death; but in Jesus Christ, we can turn it all around! Colossians 1:13 says that because of our faith in Jesus Christ, God has delivered us from the power of darkness and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of His love. 

It is so important for believers to remember that often God’s ways and thoughts are very much different from ours. He always sees things from an eternal perspective. Isaiah 55:8-9:-

8.  "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,'' says the Lord. 

9.  "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.”

Men shouldn’t evaluate Almighty God by their own thoughts and ways! He thinks and acts in ways that transcend anything that man could ever imagine! It is impossible to bring God down to our finite level of logic and rationale. It is equally impossible for us to come to grips with the infinitude of our Creator’s Mind. The only insight into how He thinks is found in His Word, the Bible.

Now what kind of death is John referring to in our verse 14? There are actually 7 different kinds of deaths mentioned in the Bible. 

For example, there is physical death and then there is spiritual death. But the fundamental idea of death is separation. When we die physically, our immaterial souls separate from our bodies.  

Adam died spiritually when he sinned but he didn’t die physically until much later. He was still alive bodily but he had died spiritually.

Another death is the “second death.” This is eternal death, or separation, where an unbeliever will never have the opportunity to fellowship with God. This death or separation occurs after the unbeliever has been declared guilty at the Great white Throne Judgement and is condemned to the Lake of Fire forever.

John says in our verse 14 that there is a way that believers can KNOW of a certainty that they have passed from (spiritual) death to (spiritual) Life.

By the way, this “Life” that John is referring to here is God’s very own eternal Life. Now, how can we know that we have passed from death to life?

The believer has undeniable proof of his salvation because of 4 Biblical reasons:-

1.  By the Scriptures themselves. (John 5:24; 1st John 5:10-13).

John 5:24:-"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.

“Most assuredly” = Jesus emphasizes the importance of what he is about to say. “I say to you” = The Son of God is speaking to us in a very personal and intimate way. “He who hears My Word” = To hear the word of Jesus Christ means not only to listen to it, but also to RECEIVE it, to BELIEVE it, and to OBEY it.

The Lord is saying here that a person must accept His teaching as divine, and believe that He is indeed the Saviour of the world. “And believes in Him who sent Me” Does this mean that a person is saved simply by believing in God?

No.!!  In James 2:19 we read that:-Even the demons believe—and tremble! Beloved, demons believe in the existence of God, and believing they shudder and tremble at the thought of God's impending judgment on them. Although demons believe in God, they remain lost. They believe against their wills, longing that they were not forced to believe. 

They envy unbelieving sinners who spend their lifetimes without God in their minds. Demons, like those humans who are right now in Hades because during their lifetime they rejected God’s free gift of eternal life, are not atheists.!! 

How does the faith of a demon differ from saving, dynamic faith? In many ways, but the chief are these:-

It is a faith without repentance. 

It is a faith without real love. 

It is a faith without holiness. 

It is a faith without a hunger for God. 

It is a faith without reliance upon the merits and work of Jesus Christ. 

Many say that they believe in God, yet they have never been born again spiritually. The thought in John 5:24 is that one must believe that God sent His only Son into to the world to be the Saviour of the world. He must believe what God says about the Lord Jesus Christ.

“Has everlasting life” = Notice that Jesus doesn’t say that this person WILL have everlasting life, but that he HAS it right now. Everlasting life is the very life of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is God’s very own life! It is not only life with God that will go on forever, but it is a higher QUALITY of life. It is the spiritual life received when a person is born again, in contrast to the natural life which he received at his physical birth.

2.  Another proof of the believer’s salvation is brought about by the witness of the Holy Spirit.  (Romans 8:16).

“The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,”

There is a spiritual instinct in the newborn believer that he is now a child of the living God. The Holy Spirit impresses this wonderful truth to his spirit which has been made alive in Christ and he knows that it is true. The Holy Spirit also confirms this marvellous fact as the Christian reads the Bible, and, He also confirms it during a time such as this. There can be NO mistake about this wonderful witness by the Holy Spirit.

3.  Another proof of the believer’s salvation is brought about by the testimony of our own hearts. (1st John 3:20-21)

20.  “For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things. 

21.  Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God.”

The subject here is the attitude with which we come before God our Father in prayer. While we may have intense feelings of unworthiness, yet God knows that basically we love Him and we love His people. He knows that we are His in spite of our failures and sins.

We only know our sins in a very limited way, but God knows them fully and absolutely. He knows ALL that there is to blame in us, whereas we only know it in part. 

Verse 21 says that, “if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God.” Here is the attitude of one who has a clear conscience before God. It is not that this person has been living sinlessly, but rather that he has been quick to confess and forsake his sins. By doing this, he has confidence before God and boldness in prayer.

4.  And finally, we can know that we have passed from death to life because we love fellow believers. (1st John 3:14).

It is this last one John speaks of here. 1st John 3:14:- “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren” Our proof of salvation is found in our love for those who likewise are in Christ Jesus. Love does not save us, but because we are saved we love.

A Christian has passed from death to life and the proof of this is that he loves the brethren. When he belonged to the world system, he hated God's people; but now that he belongs to God, he feels different toward them.  He begins to love them. 

Our love for them is not based on our denomination, interpretation of certain Biblical passages, understanding of Eschatology (the doctrine of last things), or which translation we use. It is based on our redemption in Christ Jesus. 

We do not have to always agree with the brethren, - nor do we have to gush over them, but we still must love them. You see, a love for the people of God is a basic sign of being born again. If this love is NOT evident in our lives, our salvation is open to question. But if it IS present, it gives us comfort and assurance that we belong to God.!!

We can know for sure that we have passed from death to life by our love for other Christians. If we love the brethren, we will want to be with them - and even if we have been battered and bruised by unloving brethren, there will still be something in us drawing us back to fellowship with the brethren we love.

Love for fellow Christians is clear confirmation that we have passed into the sphere of eternal life. John 13: 35:-“By this all {men} will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another. {if you keep on showing love among yourselves}

A believer is in the practice of loving the brethren, even though on occasion he may be angry with a brother. But occasional incidents of anger or over-sensitivity do not nullify the principle. If anything, they proves it true.

Have you noticed, or experienced it yourself that a believer out of fellowship with his fellow Christians is usually a miserable, unhappy person? His feelings make clear to him that something is wrong in his Christian life. 

Now at the end of our verse 14, John says that “He who does not love his brother abides in death.” We do not earn eternal life by love, but we demonstrate that we have eternal life by manifesting the kind of love that only God can produce in and through us Lack of this love for Christians is an indication of spiritual death. 

You see, part and parcel of spiritual death is lack of genuine love. Ephesians 2:1-2:-

1.  “And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 

2.  in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience,”

In these 2 verses the apostle Paul reminds his Gentile readers that before their conversion they were spiritually dead,  depraved,  diabolical and disobedient. They were like what unbelievers are today; - spiritual corpses in death valley!

This means that they were lifeless toward God and had no vital contact with Him. Like this world, they lived as if God doesn’t exist.

The Ephesians had been depraved as well as spiritually dead. They walked according to the course of this world. They conformed to the spirit of this age. They followed the example set by Satan. They willingly subordinated themselves to Satan whom Jesus called the god and ruler of this world.

This explains why the unconverted often stoop to vile forms of behaviour lower than that of animals. Like our world today, they indulged in the sins of the times. 

You know, this world has a mould into which it pours its devotees and followers. It is a mould of deceit, immorality, selfishness, violence and rebellion. In a word, it is a mould of total depravity. That is what the Ephesians had been like and that is what this secular world without Christ is like today! 

Love, on the other hand, indicates the reality of spiritual life abiding in the believer. Loving other Christians is an evidence of faith in Jesus Christ. It gives assurance that we possess God’s very own Life.

It is also apparent that it is God who gives us the capacity to love in this way. This is convincing, conclusive evidence of having passed into eternal life. When we fall in love with the Son of God we automatically fall in love with the children of God. Ephesians 5:1-2:-

1.  “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; {imitate their father};

2.  and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.”

Paul is saying that God in Christ has totally forgiven you. Now be imitators of God in forgiving one another. 

A special motive is attached to the words, “as beloved children”. In natural life, children bear the family likeness and should seek to uphold and defend the family name. In spiritual life, we should manifest our Heavenly Father to the world and seek to walk worthily of our dignity as His beloved children.

Ephesians 5:2 says that another way in which we should resemble the Lord is by walking in LOVE. The rest of that verse explains that to walk in love means to give ourselves for others. This is the sacrificial, benevolent giving of our time and resources to other believers with no thought of getting anything back in return. That is what Christ, our perfect Example did!

The proof of His love is that He gave Himself for us in death at Calvary. The Lord Jesus pleased His Father by giving Himself for others. 

The message is that we too can bring joy to God by giving ourselves for others. It is true that some Christians hate other Christians. They resent and are bitter toward people in their church. They may even hate people in their own family.  

It is clear that these Christians are carnal believers. Carnal Christians are out of fellowship with the Lord and walk in a form of death, - of darkness as we saw in 1st John 1:5-7.

This is the death we see in verses like Romans 8:5-6, 13; Ephesians 5:14; 1st Timothy 5:6; James 1:15; 1 John 3:14; Revelation 3:1. 

Romans 8:5-6:-

5.  “For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 

6.  For to be carnally minded is death, {death that comprises all the miseries of sin, both here and hereafter} but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.”

That is also the kind of death that the Prodigal son experienced when he wandered away from his father. His father said, “my son was dead but he is alive again.” 

Criticism from non-Christians is easier to take than criticism from believers. God’s people are supposed to love us and when they don’t, it is a big disappointment. But don’t let it get you down! Unfortunately, it happens.

True, Christian love begins at conversion because we are then able to love with the love of God.  

This kind of love is a sign of new birth and the divine nature resident within. You see, 1st John 4:8 tells us that God’s very nature is love.  This love enables us to love the unlovely, and to even love those who irritate and frustrate us. According to the Word of God, this is the ear-mark, trade mark and hall mark that we belong to Jesus Christ.  

PASSAGE - 1st John 3:15-18

1st John 3:15-18

15.  Whoever hates his brother {in Christ} is  {at heart} a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 

16.  By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 

17.  But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? 

18.  My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.”

Previously we noted that a Christian shouldn’t be surprised if this world hates them. The world today seems to be full of hatred and bitterness. It is a characteristic of people without Christ. Basically, the world hates Christians for what they stand for and for what they preach.

You see what we preach exposes the greed,  selfishness,  wickedness and hypocrisy of this Satanic world system. It makes man accountable to a holy God and it declares that all sin ultimately must be paid for. It announces that Jesus Christ, stepped out of eternity into our time and into our world to pay the penalty and price for our sins that we could never pay.

The Bible declares that man must either accept Jesus Christ’s sacrificial death on his behalf as this payment for his sins; or, that man himself must pay the ultimate price of eternal separation from God in hell after he stands before Christ at the Great White Throne Judgement after physical death.

We also noted that through our new spiritual birth we have forever passed from death to eternal life. And we discover in ourselves an ability to love with a divine love that doesn't come from us. 

It is a wonderful thing to learn to love someone we were once unable to love.; to take risks for love that we were too inhibited to take before; to forgive the family member who treated us badly; to reach across the chasm of a painful marriage and care about someone we've been hurt by and whom we've hurt: and to discover that God's love cuts through layers of antipathy and bitterness that have built up over the years. 

That is John's point. God’s love manifesting itself through our lives helps us recognize that eternal life has been given to us. 

John concluded the previous verse 14 by saying that, “He who does not love his brother abides in death. We noted that this death referred to darkness and carnality.  – someone not walking in fellowship with the Lord.

Now in our verse 15, John continues this thought by saying that, “Whoever hates his brother is a murderer….”

The word “whoever” here refers to Christians, - carnal Christians. A Christian can murder and even murder a fellow Christian at that, according to this verse. Note John’s use of “brother” in this phrase.

Peter says something similar in 1st Peter 4:15:- “But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in other people’s matters.”

The word “murderer” in our verse 15 is literally “manslayer”. To hate our brother is to murder him in our hearts; though we may not carry out the action (through cowardice or fear of punishment), we wish that person dead. Or, we can hate our brother by ignoring them and treating them as IF they were dead! 

You see, hatred can be shown passively or actively. In the heart there is NO difference. To hate is to despise, - to cut a person off from a  relationship with you, - and murder is simply the fulfilment of that attitude. The believer wallowing in hatred and bitterness is seriously out of fellowship with his Lord.

Does your heart burn with hatred and resentment toward another today, or has it this week? You just cannot stand some person? Do you wish them harm? Do you wish that some awful thing would befall them?. Do you find that you cannot stand the sight of someone?  

And almost no one knows about this because if they were to know about it, it would be a blight on your reputation. Your only motivation for not making it known is fear of reprisal from others. The only prohibition is public opinion.

If so, then be aware that this mentality is the mentality of murder. And if this is a picture of you, then mental murder controls your life. Christ does not control your thinking because hatred obsesses and controls you.  

Some people try to justify this hatred because they were “hurt” in some way by the object of their hate. So they bottle this resentment and hatred up and suppress it - all the while making themselves miserable,  bitter and unhappy.

But suppression will not solve this problem because you may suppress it here but it will invariably pop up there. The only way to truly deal with this is to call it what it is – SIN. Acknowledge that the sin of hatred violates your fellowship with God. Confess it and get on with your life.

Hatred is the inevitable precursor to murder. It is the mental equivalent of murder. The Christian who hates his fellow Christian commits a form of mental murder. In God's eyes, to hate is the same as to kill.

Some people in some churches may look as if everything is fine but you may be shocked if you could read their minds. However, God does read our minds. There has never been a thought that God did not read; - yet He still loves us with an infinite love. Isn’t it amazing that He still loves us even after knowing everything about what we do and think? I guess that all of us should be thankful that we don’t have the ability to read each other’s minds as God does.!!

The Biblical viewpoint is that if you hate someone whether passively or actively, you are in the same class as a murderer. That is what this verse reveals. All that keeps some people from it is a fear of reprisal from God or man. 

IF in some way they could get away with it, hatred will always, invariably, flash out into murder as it did in that first scene between Cain and Abel.

Anyone who hates is a murderer at heart already, and only lacks the proper opportunity or he would accomplish the actual deed. Wherever hate is, murder is always a possibility and, in the eyes of God, it is as good as done. God reads the heart, - He does not need to wait for the actions. 

Jesus taught this in the Sermon on the Mount. IF you harbour hatred for someone in your hear, IF you have a core of bitterness toward someone; IF there is unreconciled resentment, and you refuse God's help to overcome it, then, you are a murderer at heart. 

In the place of hatred and resentment put forgiveness. Release people to be who they are and give them hope to become who they can be! 

The only other occurrence of this word “murderer” is in John 8:44 where Jesus used it of the Devil. Like Christ, we can hate sin and we can even hate the workers of iniquity as God does, but we cannot hate ourselves - nor can we hate our brothers. 

IF the love of God dwells in us, we will reflect this love. You know, there is no way of telling what a man is other than by his conduct. To love is to be in the light; to hate is to remain in the dark. We need no further proof of that than to look at the face of a person who is in love and the face of a person who is full of hate. It will show the glory, or, the blackness in their heart. 

The light of Christ cannot shine in a dark heart full of hate. To live in the practice of murder - or to have a lifestyle of the habitual hatred of our brethren - is a demonstration that we do not have eternal life abiding in us, and that we are not born again.

There are many people for whom being a Christian is a natural by-product from being born in Australia. They consider themselves Christians because they are NOT Moslems, or Jewish, or Buddhists, or atheists. 

But being a Christian is never a "none of the others" kind of thing. Being a Christian is more than just saying, "I am a Christian." There are in fact some who claim to be Christians who are not. 

How can we know that we have been truly born again spiritually? Well, to start with, you need to be able to truthfully answer “yes” to these questions:-

Have you experienced the JOY of spiritual fellowship with God, with Christ, and with fellow believers? (1st John 1:3, 4)

Do you have a sensitivity to sin? (1st John 1:5-10)

Do you commit sin less now that you have professed faith in Jesus Christ? (1st John 3:5, 6)

Do you love Jesus Christ and look forward to His coming again? (2nd Timothy 4:8; 1st John 3:2, 3)

Have you experienced clear answers to prayer?     (1st John 3:22; 5:14, 15)

Do you have the inner witness of the Holy Spirit that you are truly a child of God? (Romans 8:15, 16; 1st John 4:13)

Do you love other believers?  (1st John 3:14)

Have you experienced persecution for your Christian position? (John 15:18-20; Phil. 1:28) 

John goes on to say at the end of verse 15:- “and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.” The word “know” means to know something intuitively. 

It goes without saying that murder is incompatible with eternal life in the Christian. We can make a sweeping declaration that murder is fundamentally against his new nature as a Christian. John does not present the idea that a Christian could never murder. Rather, his argument is that the new nature of a child of God does not murder.  

We know a Christian by his love, - not by his hate. The very nature and quality of eternal life that he received at salvation is contrary to taking the life of someone else.

It is unimaginable that a child of God would commit murder. Yet, it is possible for a believer to murder. David murdered Uriah the Hittite but he was out of fellowship with God when he did it.   (2nd Samuel 12:9).  

It is inconceivable that God would accept fellowship with a Christian who commits attitudinal murder. [hate]. A Christian habitually operating in the carnality of attitudinal, or mental murder abides in “death” John says. He stays in carnality as long as he continues to hate his fellow Christian. He lives like he did before he became a Christian – in death (3:13). He is deeply out of fellowship with his Lord who died for him. God does not fellowship with Christians who continually commit mental murder.

Notice another fact: - we are NOT told that murderers cannot be saved. The Apostle Paul himself took a hand in the stoning of Stephen and admitted that his vote helped to put innocent people to death. (Acts 7:57-60; 26:9-11; 1 Tim. 1:12-15). But in His grace God saved Paul. 

So, the issue here is not whether a murderer can become a Christian, but whether a man can continue being a murderer and STILL be a Christian. The answer is NO. 

The fact that you have never actually murdered anyone should not make you proud or complacent. Have you ever harboured hatred in your heart? Hatred does the hater far more damage than it does anyone else. (Matt. 5:21-26). Hatred that is not confessed and forsaken actually puts a man into a spiritual and emotional prison! (Matt. 5:25) 

The antidote for hatred is LOVE. Did you know that being hateful and hating one another is the normal experience of an unsaved person? Titus 3:3:- “For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another.”

Isn’t it wonderful that when a hateful heart surrenders to Jesus Christ, it is progressively transformed into a loving and forgiving heart? 

Then instead of wanting to "murder" others through mental hatred, one wants to love them and share with them the message of eternal life. 

Evangelist John Wesley was stopped one night by a highwayman who robbed the Methodist leader of all his money. Wesley said to the man, "If the day should come that you desire to leave this evil way and live for God, remember that 'the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from all sin.'" Some years later, Wesley was stopped by a man after a church service. "Do you remember me?" the man asked. "I robbed you one night, and you told me that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from all sin. I have trusted Christ, and He has changed my life."

Let’s move on to verse 16:-“By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” 

“By this we know love,” The Greek gives this idea: - “By this [what I am about to state] - we have come to know love”. 

We came to experience genuine love in the greatest act of love, the death of Jesus for our sins. We now come to the perfect example of true love – the Lord Jesus Christ. Instead of taking a life as Cain did, He deliberately gave His life to save others.

You see, 1st John 4:8 tells us that God’s very nature is LOVE. And God sent His Son Jesus Christ to this fallen world because He loved us. Jesus came and died on a cruel Roman cross as our Substitute because of love. He gave the supreme sacrifice – the sacrifice of His own life. And now He calls us to love one another with the same kind of love.

What is love? How we define love is important. IF we define love the wrong way, everyone passes, or no one passes, the love test. I can still hear Dean Martin singing, "Everybody Loves Somebody Sometime" But is this what love is really about?

Let’s look back at Jesus’ statement in John 13:34 to see what He defines love to be:-"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another." 

Here is the key. We are not to love just as we love ourselves, but as Jesus loved us. In the OLD commandment, we were to love our neighbour as OURSELVES. In the NEW commandment, we are to love one another in the SAME way that Jesus demonstrated His love for us. 

This is the new extent, or the new degree of love we are to demonstrate. The question then becomes, "How did Jesus love us?" The answer to that question is simple when we look at Jesus’ life. Jesus loved us when we didn’t deserve His love, when we weren’t too lovable, because we needed His love. And He loved us sacrificially. 

Jesus was not killed as a martyr; He willingly laid down His life for a world of lost, undeserving sinners whom He loved.  (John 10:11-18; 15:13). Listen to John 15:13:- "Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends." 

Jesus loved us enough to lay down His precious, sinless life for us. That was a once-for-all laying down, and John uses the aorist tense here which asserts that. Once-for-all He poured out His soul unto death, - laid down His life for us. 

What makes this love even more incredible, is that He did it when we were still unsaved and in our sin. Listen to Romans 5:8:-"But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

It isn’t the death of Jesus in itself that is the ultimate demonstration of love; it is the death of Jesus together with what it DOES for us that shows the epitome of love. 

Suppose I am on a pier, and a stranger jumps in the water and as he drowns, he cries out with his last breath, "I’m giving my life for you!" I cannot really comprehend that act as an act of love - it just seems strange, bizarre and weird. But IF that same stranger jumps in the water to save me from drowning - and gives his own life that I may survive - then I can fully understand how the giving of his life was a great act of love. There is a real sense in which we would not know what love was all about if not for the work of Jesus on the cross. 

Nature can teach us many things about God. It can show us His wisdom, His intelligence, and His mighty power. But nature, in and of itself, does not teach us that God is a God of love. We needed the death of the Son of God, Jesus Christ, to ultimately demonstrate that. This is the ultimate love and this is what John is telling us in our text today. 

John says that because of this great truth:-“we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.”
John says that we ought to lay down our lives for our fellow Christians. Not in the same way that Jesus did, for we cannot die for the sins of the whole world, but we can live for one another. It is wonderful to experience the thrill and joy of John 3:16; but it is even more wonderful to share that experience by obeying 1st John 3:16.

The word “ought” means to owe, - to be under obligation or debt. It is a financial term for obligation to a debt. (Mt 18:32). The words “lay down” come from a Greek word meaning to divest oneself of something such as clothes. 

Love divests itself of self and gives to others. The "laying down" here that John uses is in the present, continuous tense. It means the giving up of self-interest, the voluntary surrender of the right to meet our own needs in order that we might meet the needs of another. It is the giving up of self in order that we might minister to another. 

God may never call on us to give our lives physically for others but He clearly calls us to sacrifice for others. That may come in the form of aid or in the form of money.  

"Self-preservation" is the first law of physical life, - but "self-sacrifice" is the first law of spiritual life. We owe something to Christians because we owe something to Christ. Romans 13:8:-“Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the law.”

2nd Thessalonians 1:3:-“We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all abounds toward each other,”

We understand the love of a husband for his wife NOT by his words but by how much he gives himself to her. His sacrifice for her indicates to her how much he cherishes and loves her. Christian love requires sacrifice and service to others. This love involves itself with the problems and difficulties that people are facing. True love gives one’s life for another; it is the capacity to deny self for the interests of others.  

We may lay down our lives by dying as Christ did for us, (John 15:13; Eph. 5:2). or, we could lay our lives down by being a living sacrifice (Rom. 12:1-2; Gal. 2:20). Either way, our lives belong to Christ and not to ourselves.

These were not vain words for John. He was a witness to the marvellous sacrifice that Christ made for us all. Likewise, he saw his fellow Apostles suffer and knew of their willingness to die for Christ.

This is the difference between the God-like love known as “agape” love in the Scriptures, and the human love known as “phileo”. Agape love is the love that comes only from God. Phileo love is the love that we call friendship, or brotherly love. Agape love is other-centred whereas Phileo love is self-centred. 

One gives because it expects to get back in return (phileo), and the other gives and expects nothing in return. (agape). Phileo love is brotherly love and it is from this Greek word that we get the English word “Philadelphia”, the city of brotherly love. 

Phileo love is also a reciprocal love. We give it out and we receive it back. And to truly have a good friendship, both parties must give. There is nothing wrong with this. In fact, we all need this kind of love. We need to give it, and we need to receive it. We need friends, and we need to BE friends.

But there is a higher love – agape love. This is God’s special love. It is the kind of love God manifested in sending His Son Jesus Christ to this earth to take away the sins of the world. It is the kind of love Jesus manifested in going to the Cross to die for our sins. It is a self-giving, benevolent, sacrificial, other-centred love.

Perhaps it is best described in 1st Corinthians 13:4-8:- 

4. “Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant,

5. does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered,

6. does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;

7. bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

8. Love never fails;…….:

This is a beautiful picture of God’s love. It is a picture of who God is, for God is love. It is a picture of His nature. It is also a picture of Jesus’ nature. In fact, you would well put Jesus’ Name there instead of the word “love”. To put His name there works well.

And Jesus is calling US to follow His example. Jesus is calling US to love others like He loves us. Jesus is calling us to let love be our nature too. 

Try putting your name in the passage in 1st Corinthians instead of the word “love”. Does it describe you? If Jesus is our example, how well are we doing?

Love means being able to say ‘No’ to one’s own life so that somebody else may live. We often consider ourselves ready to lay down our lives in one great, dramatic, heroic gesture; but for most of us, God calls us to lay down our lives piece by piece, little by little in small, but important ways every day.

Simply put, John is telling us to do the same thing we read of in Philippians 2:3-4:-

3.  “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 

4.  Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.”

Perhaps you may be wondering how to manifest the kind of love Jesus manifested in His sacrificial death? How can I show this love to the world? What is the evidence of this love? 

Verses 17 and 18 give us the answers:- 

17.  “But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? 

18.  My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.”

John wisely turns from the words "the brethren" in verse 16 to the singular, “his brother" in verse 17. It is easy for us to talk about "loving the brethren", yet neglect to help a single believer. Christian love is personal and active. 

This is what Jesus had in mind in the Parable of the Good Samaritan. (Luke 10:25-37). 

A lawyer hoping to trap Jesus asks Jesus the way of eternal life and is told to love God with all his heart and to love his neighbour as himself. By taking this lawyer back to the Law Jesus then had him trapped! So, the lawyer used the old debating technique of “define your terms.” He asks Jesus: “Who is my neighbour?” 

Jesus then focused attention on a man travelling from Jerusalem  to Jericho who is robbed and severely beaten by thieves. In the story Jesus changes the lawyer’s question from “Who is my neighbour?” to, "To whom can I be a neighbour?" 

Love is more than just words, - it calls for action. IF we have a loving heart, we will have a giving heart. 

Adam Clarke writes:-"Here is a test of this love; - IF we do not divide our bread with the hungry, we certainly would NOT lay down our life for him." 

To profess that we have the love of God in us, and yet withhold what we have from a brother in need, is hypocrisy. Dr. Oliver B. Greene adds to this in correctly showing us our Example, - the Lord Jesus Christ:- "Jesus never performed one miracle to supply any need of His own; He had no house in which to live, he had no bed in which to sleep.;(Matt. 8:20; Luke 9:58). YET, He stepped over all the laws of nature when someone else was in need (Matt. 14:25; John 20:19)." 

IF we can see others in need physically, emotionally,  or  spiritually  and pass them by unconcerned, then all our words and our fine talk about love are as Paul says nothing but "a clanging cymbal", a loud noise, a mere banging upon metal.       (1st Corinthians 13:1)

One implication that flows from having material possessions is that your possessions don't have you - you do in fact have them. But with many people today, they are owned by their possessions.

If that's true of you, you can't give them away because you have no freedom to do anything with them - they own you. But John speaks of people who are at least mature enough to be in charge of their possessions, - faithful stewards of what they have been given by God.

Now, is there a limit to our giving? The only limit is the one that love itself imposes where giving to a person and, meeting their perceived or immediate need, does them harm instead of good. Then the loving thing to do is to not give them what they ask for, but to give them what they really need instead.

There are clear cases where giving money to someone can cause harm to that person. They may use the money to buy something that could cause problems for them. (alcohol,  drugs, etc) But, we are especially instructed to help those who are of the household of faith, our brothers and sisters in Christ.

Verse 18:-“My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.”

True Christian love means loving in deed and in truth. The opposite of "in deed" is "in word," and the opposite of "in truth" is "in tongue." 

Let’s look at an example of love "in word":-James 2:15-16:-

15. “If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,

16. and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and be filled," and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that?”

A poor believer came into a fellowship, without proper clothing and in need of food. James says that all that this man got was a few pious words but no compassion or practical help. Words alone would not keep this poor man warm or his stomach filled.  Faith that stops at words is useless dead and fruitless. True faith shows genuine compassion, which comes from a genuine spiritual rebirth. As believers, we have an obligation to help meet the needs of people, no matter who they may be. 

John Wesley said it very succinctly:-“Do all the good you can, in all the ways you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can”. 

It is important to remember that when you do something for a child of God, Jesus regards it has having been done for Him. Matthew 25:40:-"And the King will answer and say to them, `Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.'

To love "in word" means simply to TALK about a need, - but to love "in deed" means to DO something about meeting the need. You may think, because you have discussed a need, or even prayed about it, that you have done your duty, but love involves more than words - it calls for sacrificial deeds. 

To love "in tongue" is the opposite of to love "in truth." It means to love falsely and insincerely. But to love "in truth" means to love a person genuinely, from the heart and not just from the tongue. 

People are attracted by genuine love, but repelled by the plastic, phoney, artificial variety. One reason why sinners were attracted to Jesus was because they were sure that He loved them sincerely.(Luke 15:1-2) \

"But doesn’t it cost a great deal for the believer to exercise this kind of love?" Yes, it does. It cost Jesus Christ His life.!! 

But the wonderful benefits that come to you as by-products of this love more than compensate for any sacrifice you make. To be sure, you do not love others because you want to get something in return, - but the Bible principle, "Give and it shall be given unto you" applies to love as well as to money. (Luke 6:38),

IF we want to experience and enjoy the love of God in our own hearts, we must love others, even to the point of personal sacrifice. Being indifferent to a brother's needs means robbing ourselves of what WE need even more: the love of God in our hearts. 

Christianity demands a level of caring that transcends human inclinations. How often do we defend our faith and yet fail to show compassion to others. Our faith is useless if it does not express itself in meeting the needs of Christians in physical need. 

I'd like to close with lyrics from the song “Take my Life and Let it Be”

Take my life and let it be Consecrated, Lord, to Thee... 

Take my hands and let them move At the impulse of Thy love... 

Take my voice and let me sing Always, only, for my King... 

Take my silver and my gold- Not a mite would I withhold... 

Take my will and make it Thine- It shall be no longer mine... 

Take my love---my Lord, I pour At Thy feet its treasure store; 

Take myself---and I will be Ever, only, all for Thee, Ever, only, all for Thee.

PASSAGE 1st John 3:19-21

1st John 3:19-21

19.  “And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him. 

20.  For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things. 

21.  Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God. 

“And by this we know that we are of the truth,” Believers today must realize again that we are "of the truth," for it is by the mind's knowledge that the heart's doubts are silenced.

How do you do that? Notice John’s argument here. "By this," John says. "By this we know that we are of the truth." We must know that we are of the truth in order to reassure our condemning hearts, - and how do we do it? 

By this.!! - By what? 

Well, what he has just mentioned in Verse 18. “My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.” By this shall we reassure our hearts by the knowledge that we are of the truth. 

John is referring here to the deed or act of sacrificial,  benevolent love. He is referring to when we deliberately, and with specific intent, do a kind and helpful deed, or, speak a loving word to the one who has injured us, or, has caused us to be plunged into this quagmire of condemnation. "Return good for evil," in other words. 

This is what John is teaching here, just as Paul taught, and as all the apostles taught, following the words of the Lord Jesus Himself:-Matthew 5:44:-"But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you,”

Now that is radical, is it not? That is revolutionary -- so much so that we find it very difficult to do. We reject it, for the most part, and that is why so much of our time is spent under a sense of condemnation. 

When you are misunderstood, OR, ignored, - when you have done the right thing and somebody has taken it the wrong way, - what is your reaction? What do you feel like doing? You want to strike back, do you not? 

You want to say a caustic, nasty thing in return. You want to refuse any further contact with that individual. "All right, let him go. If that's the way he feels about it, I'll go my way and let him go his."

Well now, what is John saying? "Don't do this," he says. Leave the whole matter in God's hands. Do not strike back. Forgive that individual completely and finally and forget the thing that is causing you difficulty. Take it on the chin patiently and forget it. Follow the Example of Jesus in dealing with such matters.

How did Jesus deal with such matters? Well, Peter reminds us in 1st Peter 2:23 that Jesus:-“when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously;”

No ungentle, threatening word ever escaped His silent tongue. Perhaps His assailants mistook His silence for weakness or meekness. But, Biblical meekness does NOT mean weakness! It is really "strength under control." It is real strength, but it does not have to display itself or show off how strong it is. This is what our Lord beautifully displayed when He described Himself as "gentle and lowly in heart"  in Matthew 11:29-30. 

The Biblical definition of meekness is "a willingness to waive, or set aside your rights for a good cause." 

What was Jesus’ hidden resource in bearing up under such unprovoked abuse? He completely trusted and depended on God, - and WE should do the same. That is a radical response, is it not? It is so contrary to human nature. What an innovative activity this is that we are called upon to perform, - to act and respond in forgiveness and love.!!

But when we do, John says, there immediately comes a sense of inner peace, - a sense of warm reassurance. The Holy Spirit within quickens us with the knowledge that we are of the truth. He confirms to us that we are indeed sons and daughters of God the Father who is, according to Luke 6:35b:- “kind to ungrateful and evil men.”

When we act like that, we manifest the family likeness. We show that we have been born of God. When we act in love and forgiveness we are manifesting the character of the One to whom we truly belong.

For, as John says, it is this kind of conduct that enables us to know that we are of the truth. The word  “assure” means, to persuade, convince, - to possess confidence. God will enable us to know of a certainty that we are truly born again when we engage ourselves in active divine love and can ignore a suffered wrong without hateful retaliation. 

Dr. F. B. Meyer sometime ago wrote this: "We make a mistake in trying always to clear ourselves. We should be wiser to go straight on, humbly doing the next thing and leaving God to vindicate us. 'He shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light and thy judgment as the noonday.' There may come hours in our lives when we shall be misunderstood, slandered, falsely accused. At such times it is very difficult not to act on the policy of the men around us in the world. They want to appeal to law and force and public opinion. But the believer takes his case into a higher court and lays it before his God."

That is exactly what John is suggesting to us. By this response of genuine self-giving love to another who has injured us, we prove to ourselves that we are of the truth, and by so doing, reassure our condemning hearts. When the love and good intentions of our heart actually work out into some response, some deed, some activity of love and concern for those who injure us, we can have assurance in our hearts that we belong to God.

Practical love always demonstrates true character and true love. Christian love is personal and active. It is much more than just words, - it calls for action. Faith that stops at words is useless dead and fruitless.

IF we want to experience and enjoy the love of God in our own hearts, we must love others, even to the point of personal sacrifice. IF we have a loving heart, we will have a giving heart, and we will have a forgiving heart. 

John now will tell us that when love becomes a deed, it does three very valuable and important things for us:-It reassures a doubting heart, 

It gives boldness and effectiveness to prayer, and it demonstrates a life that is filled and controlled by the Holy Spirit. Those are the themes that John develops in the latter part of Chapter 3, from Verse 19 to the end of the chapter. 

Let’s move into our verse 20:-“For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things.”

In that phrase, “For if our heart condemns us”   the Apostle John is recognizing that the problem we often face is that of a condemning heart, OR, in other words, an accusing conscience. He suggests here in this phrase that this is a rather frequent and oftentimes unintentional experience on our part. 

But who of us as a Christian has not had trouble with a bad conscience, or a condemning heart? When it occurs it usually does so because of at least one of three conditions that are present in our lives.

The problem often occurs when we have committed some very gross or repeated sin. For example, IF we fall into a bad temper, or indulge in some lustful experience, or we give way to the urge to take someone else's property, - or steal another's reputation, - or, to injure another person in some way. These are things in our life that we know to be wrong. 

As Christians, IF we fall into these experiences, we are bound immediately to suffer from a guilty conscience. The Spirit of God is quick to make us feel guilty about these things. Our conscience is pricked by guilt. 

What is the conscience? In a nutshell, the conscience is the portion of a person’s being or soul that contains a person’s norms and standards. It is important that the believer maintain a clear conscience in the sense that his norms and standards are Biblically based, and his actions are consistent with those standards. 

John has already handled this problem. IF we have a guilty heart because we have committed some evil act or sin, there is only one channel of return, - only one way back to peace:-Confess our sin to our Heavenly Father. John says that when we do that, "Our God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from ALL unrighteousness." (1st John 1:9) 

There is only one thing to do when we are conscious of having committed something that is wrong, and which produces a sense of condemnation or guilt. Confess it to God the Father quickly! Agree with God about it, and the cleansing that God has already provided in Jesus Christ will abundantly wash away the sense of guilt. 

Did you know that there are millions that are haunted by the ghost of guilt? Perhaps there was some awful sin that was committed. Perhaps there is some past failure that haunts them and harasses them. Seneca said, "Every guilty person is his own hangman." 

Guilt about what you said or did, guilt about how you failed when you sinned. Living with this type of guilt puts a noose around your neck every day of your life. Your unconfessed sins and failures take you to the gallows of guilt each day. 

If you allow it, the haunting memories and guilt of your sins will make you your own hangman. I want to say that the worst trip you will ever take is a guilt trip. 

You may well know that experience, but that is NOT what John is talking about here in our verse 20. In this passage it is another condition that is primarily in view when we have trouble with a bad conscience or a condemning heart. Here John is concerned about the times when we have a sense of guilt or condemnation because we have been ignored, or, misunderstood, or mistreated.

Who has not had this experience? Perhaps you are suffering from it right now? Perhaps you have a sense of resentment and a sense of failure because of something you have done to which nobody has paid any attention. You have been working so hard and you have been ignored. You feel that you are not properly appreciated and from that comes a sense of condemnation in your spirit. 

How frequently this can occur! You have laboured long but no one seems to notice it, - no one seems to care that you have put forth so much effort. 

Or, perhaps, you did something out of a perfectly honest and open motive, intending to bless and help someone else, but they misunderstood. Instead of being grateful they were angry with you and even denounced you, scolded you, or accused you of wrong or of a less-acceptable motive. You feel condemned and guilty over that. 

Here you are, appalled by the reaction you have experienced, crushed, hurt. And at that moment you are tempted to believe some of these accusations. You say to yourself, "Maybe they're right, maybe I haven't been motivated rightly after all. How do I know that my heart was right? I thought it was, but perhaps others see more clearly than I. Maybe I'm not even a Christian at all." 

The enemy of our souls is quick to use this to bring condemnation, if he can. You may say to yourself, "Perhaps my motives were selfish, after all. Perhaps I'm only self-deceived in this matter." And thus your heart condemns you. And when your heart condemns you, you experience hatred of yourself from the inside. 

What you believe about yourself at some core level is that you're worthless, there's no hope for you, all your actions amount to nothing, you're inadequate and useless. 

Sigmund Freud's early notion of psychoanalysis was based on the premise that IF we could discover how we got messed up, that alone would solve the problem. IF we could understand how all the core development issues took place in our growing up, then we would understand why we are fearful or angry or withdrawn or destructive in other ways, and the problem would go away. 

Alas, not so.  It’s only band aid therapy. “Psychoanalysis”, the discovery of why the problems are there, does not cure the problem. Some of the most depressed, compulsive, and destructive people I know are also the people who understand better than anyone else how they got that way. 

But what they don’t know is how to solve the problem of an accusing conscience! They haven’t learned that a believer's relationship with others very much affects His relationship with God. God accepts no worship from a believer who is not on speaking terms with another.   (cf. Matt. 5:23-24). We have to rectify that matter first!

A Christian who practices love grows in his understanding of God's truth and enjoys a heart filled with confidence before God. A "condemning heart" is one that robs a believer of peace and assurance. An "accusing conscience" is another way to describe a condemning heart. 

Sometimes the heart accuses us wrongly, because it "is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it?" (Jeremiah 17:9) The answer to that question is, "God knows the heart!" – God is greater than our heart and God knows ALL things. Our assurance is two-fold:-

Firstly, God already knows everything about you and yet He still loves you, He cares for you, He desires you; 

Secondly, God knows ALL things, and knows who we truly are in Jesus Christ. God is the ultimate judge of our hearts. 

His judgment is more accurate and absolute than ours and therefore, His judgment surpasses OUR judgment. God’s knowledge is omniscient. He knows our true motives. He knows whether genuine love dwells in our heart or not.  

That is why we must love in “deed and in truth. In the final analysis, IF our conscience condemns us, it does not necessarily mean that we are non-Christians or that we are out of fellowship. Neither does it necessarily mean that we are Christians or Christians IN fellowship. 

IF our conscience is correct in judging us, then God will execute discipline on us if we do not confess our sin in due time. IF our verdict is incorrect, then He will overrule our verdict in favour of His omniscient justice.  

Ultimately, we cannot put final trust in our conscience. We cannot trust these things to our feelings. Our primary assurance lies in the written Word of God.

IF our heart condemns and criticizes us because we know that we have not loved like we should, it is the Word of God that forms a true conscience IN us. That’s just another reason why we should read the Word of God every day. A Christian who walks in love has a heart open to God and knows that God never judges him or her imperfectly or unfairly. 

John may have remembered two incidents from Jesus' life on earth that illustrate this important principle. When Jesus visited Bethany, He stayed at the home of Mary and Martha. (Luke 10:38-42). Martha was busy preparing the meal, but Mary sat at His feet and listened to Him teach. Fretful Martha criticized both Mary and Jesus, but Jesus knew Mary's heart of hearts and defended her. You see, sitting at the Lord’s feet and being fully occupied with Him far surpasses anything else in life.

The Apostle Peter wept bitterly after he had denied his Lord, and no doubt he was filled with remorse and repentance for his sin. But Jesus knew that Peter had repented, and after His resurrection the Lord sent a special message to Peter that must have assured the hot-headed fisherman that he was forgiven.(Mark 16:7) Peter's heart may have condemned him, for he knew he had denied the Lord three times, but God was greater than his heart. Jesus, knowing all things, gave Peter just the assurance he needed. 

Be careful lest the devil accuse you and rob you of your confidence. It is the relentless work of our enemy to accuse us. (Rev. 12:10). Satan will take our sensitive conscience and use it against us.  

Once you confess your sin and it is forgiven, you need not allow it to accuse you anymore. Once the believer accepts the fact that he violated God’s values and confesses his sin, then God accepts him back into fellowship. God accepts us with all our failures. He will NOT justify our failures nor excuse them, but He still loves us through Jesus Christ.  

Jesus paid for our sins so God extends forgiveness to us because of Him. How was Peter able to face the Jews with assurance and confidence and boldly say in Acts 3:14:-"But you disowned the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you,” He was able to do this because his own sin of denying Christ had been taken care of and was forgiven and forgotten. 

No Christian should treat sin lightly, but no Christian should be harder on himself than God is. Be careful because there is a morbid kind of self-examination and self-condemnation that is not spiritual. IF you are practicing genuine love for the brethren, your heart must be right before God, for the Holy Spirit would not "shed abroad" His love in you IF there were habitual sin in your heart. 

But when you grieve the Holy Spirit, you "turn off" the supply of God's love through you to others.  (Eph. 4:30-5:2).

What is the answer to the condemning heart? 

John's answer is very clear. The answer to the problem of a condemning heart, or an "accusing conscience" John insists, is that God is greater than our hearts. He knows everything. We do not know “all things” but God does. 

The answer is to have a Saviour who is greater than the voice on the inside that tells us that we are worth nothing. The answer is to have a relationship with One who constantly speaks of His infinite love for us from the inside because He permanently indwells us. It is another voice that is better and stronger and surer than the inner voice of self-condemnation.

An important point is made in the statement, - "He knows all things." God knows things about us that we don't know, nor even can imagine. Our "accusing conscience" picks out failure and defeat and magnifies them out of proportion. But God also knows what we're going to look like in glory, together with all the saints in the Presence of Jesus Christ, clothed with new bodies, - our sinful history left far behind. 

He can see that already! He can see the end of the story that we don't see. He knows the good motives behind inadequate behaviour. He knows everything. Our hearts do not know everything. What he knows about us is that in Christ we have beauty we can't yet see. 

Although He knows every secret of our hearts, He still extends His mercy. God links His omniscience with His mercy. Since God knows everything about us and loves us anyway, why can’t we accept ourselves like God accepts us? This does not mean that we rationalize our sin away but it means that after dealing with our sin, we accept ourselves like God accepts us.  

Since God forgives our sins and forgets our sins, then why continue to live under a cloud of guilt? Why torture ourselves unnecessarily? Why become a slave of our own guilt?

Forgiveness is a three-fold proposition. There is the forgiveness of God. There is the forgiveness of others. And there is the forgiveness of ourselves! People can be hard, cold, judgmental and unforgiving. But in most cases, in time people will forgive. 

There is no question God will forgive. In many cases, what is really needed, is for YOU to forgive YOURSELF! If God has forgiven you, surely you can forgive yourself? IF you have been forgiven by God, regardless of what others do, you can forgive yourself. So the answer to the problem of a condemning heart is the Gospel, the power of God, and His Word spoken into our experience.

Knowing the truth of our relationship with Jesus Christ is the most important feature to freedom from a guilty conscience. Learning to hear and trust God, who is greater than our hearts, so that we believe Him is a long, profound, and difficult process. But it's the only one that works.

What John is saying, and what the Bible teaches is that assurance is based on knowing the truth – not on feelings. This is a very important lesson to learn. Those who learn this lesson will be able to deal with life in a much more effective way than those who fail to learn this truth. Do not let feelings override your better judgement, and don’t let feelings cloud your mind from the truth of God’s Word

Perhaps you have heard the story of the three people walking on a wall. Their names were Fact, Faith, and Feeling. And they were walking along the wall in that order. Fact was first. Faith was walking behind Fact. And finally, Feeling came along last. 

Everything went along fine until Faith looked back to see where Feeling was. Every time Faith did this, he fell off the wall. But as long as Faith kept his eyes on Fact, he did fine. The lesson of the story is that we need to keep our eyes on Fact and let Feeling take care of himself.

I think this is a profound truth. We must base our faith on the facts of God’s Word and let feelings follow up well behind. While feelings are very important, they are also very fickle. They are not reliable. They can easily lead us astray. They can be influenced by so many circumstances and things in our lives. Something as insignificant as what you ate for dinner may influence how you feel. 

You can’t live your life based on feelings. – especially as they are so fickle and unreliable! And what we know to be true will influence our feelings. When you really believe something, you will act on that belief.  

Belief determines behaviour. Truth determines temperament and outlook. Faith determines feelings. 

And if you anchor your faith on the unchanging rock of God’s truth then your feelings will eventually sort themselves out even though they may vary from time to time.

All this passage is really saying to us is that most of the problems of anxiety, restlessness, and guilt would be tremendously alleviated, if not completely eliminated, by some deliberate, active expression in deeds of self-giving, benevolent love.

Let’s now look at our Verse 21:-“Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God.” 

John follows the problem of an accusing conscience with the issue of having confidence before God. This is the flip side of verses 19 and 20. This is the situation when our hearts do NOT condemn us. Here is the person who has solved the problem of a condemning heart. He has resolved his situation before God, perhaps by the exercise of some gracious, loving word or deed.

Therefore, he has received the assurance that he is "of the truth," that he is "IN Christ." Here is another central truth that it is very important that we understand. It clarifies for us the relationship between confidence and truth. It is this. Walking in the truth and in the light gives us confidence before God. 

“Confidence” is openness, candour, plainness of speech,  unreserved utterance. In the political sphere, the word “confidence” carries the idea of the right to speak in a democracy. The word rendered “confidence” stood in ancient Greece for the most valued right of a citizen of a free state. It was the right to ‘speak his mind’ unhampered by fear or shame. The word is, literally, "boldness"; - we have boldness before God. 

Love for the brethren produces confidence toward God, and confidence toward God gives you boldness in asking for the things that you need. This does not mean that you EARN answers to prayer by loving the brethren. Rather, it means that your love for the brethren proves that you are living in the will of God where God can answer your prayers.

IF you have boldness before someone, it implies that you are in a close relationship with them, that you have a clear right to come before them. There is no fear of rebuke, but a good understanding between you. Thus, to have confidence or boldness before God implies that you have a clear understanding of your right to come before Him.

The starting place is confidence before God. It is having intimacy with Him and freedom before Him. It is having an enthusiasm in boldly entering into His Presence, never once hesitating in fear or even apprehension. That is what John is getting at here. 

Prayer grows out of our understanding of the truth that God has declared in His Word. And that truth is that, as His beloved children, we should have no questions about our right to come before Him. We do not come on our own merit or position before Him, for we know that we have no such ground. We come on Christ's merit. We come in His place. We come "in His Name," and thus we can have boldness, just as Jesus always had boldness before the Father.

All through that wonderful three-year ministry of His, note how many times He declared how perfectly at home He was in His conversations with the Father. He said in John 8:29 and 11:41-42 "Father, I thank You that You have heard Me. And I know that You always hear Me, for I always do those things that are pleasing in Your sight.”

He came, therefore, with boldness. Now that is the spirit out of which effective prayer grows stronger. We should have confidence, boldness and reverence in prayer. We can be absolutely certain that God accepts us with all our shortcomings, failures and blemishes.

He accepts each of His children, warts and all! IF someone is in true fellowship with God - not deceiving themselves, as mentioned in 1st John 1:6 Then the assurance that comes to their heart while fellowshipping with God is a precious thing.

As God's adopted child, you have been given a new identity and a new name. You're no longer a spiritual orphan; You're a son or daughter of God! 

It is what Paul spoke about in Romans 8:16-17:- “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ,” 

There is a spiritual instinct in the newborn believer that he is now a child of the living God. The Holy Spirit impresses this wonderful truth to his spirit which has been made alive in Christ and he knows that it is true.

IF you're beginning to think you are someone special as a Christian, you're thinking right--you are special! Very special! As a child of God by redemption, you are now the aristocracy of Almighty God Himself! 

However, being so special is not the result of anything YOU have done, of course. It's ALL God's doing! It is all a result of God’s amazing grace demonstrated through the sacrificial death of His beloved Son, Jesus Christ.

All YOU and I did was respond to God's invitation to become His child through believing in the Person and work of Jesus Christ. But as a child of God, in union with God by being IN Christ, you have every right to enjoy your special relationship with your NEW Father. How precious is the confidence we can have in Jesus Christ! 

There IS such a thing as a false confidence, - a confidence in self or in illusions; - but there is also a glorious confidence we can have in Jesus Christ. Being confident before God will make all the difference in the world in terms of your fellowship with Him. That confidence will give us courage to live boldly for Christ, and to press on in the midst of adversity, suffering and strife. 

Winston Churchill once said, "Success is never final; - failure is never fatal; it is COURAGE that counts." 

Confidence that we are right with God and that God is always with us will give us the courage that counts. It will give us the motivation and encouragement to follow the invitation offered in Hebrews 4:16:-“Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.”

PASSAGE - 1st John 3:22-24

1st John 3:22-24

22.  “And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight. 

23.  And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment. 

24.  Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.”

In our last study together in First John, Chapter 3, we looked at the problem of an accusing heart, or a condemning conscience. What do you do as a Christian when your heart condemns you? As we saw, the usual result of an accusing conscience is a tendency for some to ignore God.

To keep in the shadows and to distrust his love, to criticize his people and in many ways to manifest the fact that we have lost contact with the God who indwells us. 

The answer, as we saw in First John 3:18-19, was to reassure our hearts by a deed or word of self-giving love:-My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.” says John, “And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him.”

We are to give ourselves to someone who is in need, or help another in his problem, repay good for evil, or give back kind words instead of caustic, sharp ones. The result, John says, will be a sense of reassurance and peace. 

IF we are really in Christ, rivers of love and peace will begin to flow out from our hearts again, and it will be impossible to remain condemned by an accusing conscience. That reassurance, as we saw, is the first result of the practice of genuine “agape” love.

Now in practical terms, what is the result of that kind of experience? Well, John says, the result will be that "we have confidence before God, and whatever we ask we receive from Him,”

In other words, the result is the experience of a daily adventure of answered prayer. The person who walks in the kind of obedience and love John speaks of will also experience answered prayer. Not because their love and obedience has earned them what they ask, but that their love and obedience comes from fellowship with God which is the key to answered prayer.

One of the many benefits of prayer is that you and I might be on the receiving end of God 's grace, God's goodness, and God's glory. God is a giving God; He delights to give. He has all the resources of a superabundant universe from which to generously lavish upon us. The cattle on a thousand hills are His says Psalm 50:10. 

We all love the descriptions that Scripture adopts in order to make clear to us how full are God's riches. We need to remind ourselves that His purpose and his plan is to give to us. 

Paul, in writing to the Corinthians says in 2nd Corinthians 8:9 these words:-“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.”

This is God's purpose, to make us rich. Not necessarily in material things for that is not where true and lasting riches lie. Many a millionaire would give every cent of his money if he could have a little peace of heart, or joy of spirit. But God loves to pour out true and lasting riches into human life. The riches of abundant life -- that is what Christ came to give. 

There is nothing more exciting than to see an invisible God DO, in your life, visible things which only He could do, meeting your needs, satisfying your hearts, accomplishing your desires, doing what you could never do. 

The apostle Paul says in Ephesians 3:20 that God:- “is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or think,

Now that is not mere theological drivel; those are words that our faithful God has committed Himself to, exclusively for our benefit. IF we are poverty stricken it is only our own fault, for God has designed a wonderful process by which we might receive incredible riches from Him. And that is an important purpose of prayer and faithful Christian living.

The result will be the excitement of actually seeing God working in your life and in the lives of those with whom you are in contact. You will get a buzz from the daily stimulation of asking and actually receiving from God. This is really the normal Christian life. This is what God intended us to experience every day. Seeing Almighty God answer our prayers is what exciting Christian living demands.

Part of the reason why some are finding Christianity to be boring and mediocre and often sterile is because they are not experiencing this kind of Christian living. Many young people have almost lost all hope that Christianity can ever do, or be, what its glowing terms describe. The reason is that they have not entered into this kind of relationship, where each day, every day, they experience the glorious adventure of seeing a living God at work, answering prayer.

But in this passage we have a beautiful picture of the normal life of a Christian. It is all centred in prayer, because prayer is the most fundamental and rewarding relationship that a Christian can ever experience. Prayer is the expression of dependence and trust on a loving, generous God.

The whole Christian life, as we have learned in many other passages, is to be characterized by a continuous attitude and spirit of prayer. "Pray without ceasing"  says the Apostle Paul in 1st Thessalonians 5:17. Prayer must be continuous in the sense that you should utilize every opportunity to pray. God expects us to pray whenever we have the opportunity to do so. 

Productive prayer is taking every opportunity to pray. Patchy prayer is not in God's design for the believer. Do you pray on a regular basis for others?

Almighty God speaking through the apostle John makes a remarkable promise in our next verse 22. “And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight.” 

John says that, whatever we ask we receive from Him, however, we must be careful here. God never promises that we will receive every single thing that we ask. That would put us in the place of God. God would have to rearrange the universe to answer a finite prayer. God always examines the motives behind our petitions.

We read in James 4:3:-“You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.”

Prayer was never intended to be a means by which you could get a new Mercedes, or some other new toy your heart might be set on. No, no. - It is not for your own selfish enjoyment. Prayer was never intended to be a means by which you could satisfy your natural appetites. That lies outside the realm and scope of prayer. 

But within the realm for which prayer is intended there is NO limit: "Whatever we ask." There is no limit to the nature, or the type of request. It can be in the realm of the physical, the realm of the spiritual, the material, or the emotional. As long as it lies in the direction for which prayer is intended, it is whatever you need. This is a great promise, is it not?

Any parent here will know that there are some things that we do not give our children because it might spoil them. That is the prerogative of the parent. It is for their good that we do not give to them everything they ask. God cannot afford to give some of us success or heaps of money because it might ruin our Christian lives. God answers every prayer that has to do with Christian development or spirituality that is prayed in His will.

There are two stipulations to answered prayer that are in this verse. The two qualifications for God answering our prayer in this verse are these:- 

1)  we “keep His commandments” and 

2)  We “do those things that are pleasing in His sight”.  

God grants answer to prayer based on the prayer meeting His will firstly by following the principles of the Word. 

Secondly, God answers the prayer that seeks to please Him. The believer in fellowship wants to please the Lord. He does not demand from the Lord. His prayers are in the will of God so God answers him according to his Biblical prayers. 

It has well been said that the purpose of prayer is NOT to get MAN’S will done in heaven, but to get GOD’S will done on earth. Prayer is NOT telling God what to do or what to give. Prayer is asking God for that which HE wants to do and give, according to His will. (1st John 5:14-15). As we read the Word and fellowship with our Father, we discover His will and then boldly ask Him to do what He has planned. 

Richard Trench, Archbishop of Dublin in the 19th century, said it well:- “Prayer is NOT overcoming God’s reluctance;  - it is laying hold of His willingness.”

John now suggests the conditions of prayer. This is extremely important, because God always gives His great prayer promises on the basis of certain clearly described conditions. No promise is unconditional and these conditions need to be carefully regarded. 

It reminds one of that little sign, one of my favourites, - "When all else fails, follow directions." This is certainly true in this subject of prayer, - we need to follow directions. And here it is -- "because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight." Those are the conditions; - because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight.

Now there are many people who misread that badly. They read it as though it says in effect, "If you go to church, - read your Bible, and witness to your friends, - these are the things that are pleasing to God, and if you do these things faithfully, He will answer all your prayers." But that is not what it says, and that is not what it means. This is where we often make a mistake.

Recently, someone said:-"I just don't understand why God doesn't answer my prayers. I go to church almost every Sunday. I always read my Bible every day, but God doesn't answer prayers for me. I can’t understand what I am doing wrong" 

This person had a mistaken concept of our verse and felt that going to church, reading the Bible and witnessing to others were the only things that are pleasing to God and fulfil His commandments. Thus, they thought that as a result of this, their prayers should be answered. 

But it is not only about Biblical things that you need to pray. You can pray about anything. As Paul puts it in Philippians 4:6, simply, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.”

Is it really possible for Christians to be anxious for nothing? It certainly IS possible as long as we have the resource of believing prayer. Everything should be taken to the Lord in prayer. Everything means EVERYTHING! There is absolutely nothing too great or too small for our Heavenly Father's loving care.

As I said earlier, it is a mistake to read our study verse 22 as though the things pleasing to God are purely religious activities. This is the mistake the Israelites made in the Old Testament. They thought that the bringing of sacrifices and offering them, - the fulfilling of the ritual demanded by the Law of Moses, were, in themselves, pleasing to God. But God sent the prophets to them to say, "No, they are not." - "Away with your vain oblations.” Your sweet-smelling incense stinks in my nostrils,"     (cf, Isaiah 1:13, 3:24) 

Why? Because their lives were not in accord with these things. It is not what you do, it is why and how you do it, that interests God. 

God carefully examines the true motives and reason behind our actions and prayers. Some people do not receive answers to prayer because they do not know the principles of the Word of God. No one can pray effectively without knowing the Word of God.  

Galatians 5:16 says that we cannot pray effectively without walking in the Spirit. To walk IN, or BY the Holy Spirit is to allow Him to have His way in your life. It is to remain in communion, or, in fellowship with Him. It is to make decisions in the light of HIS holiness.

We see in Ephesians 6:18 that we need to “pray in the Spirit”. This is prayer that is inspired and led by the Holy Spirit.

But God will never answer the prayer of a carnal Christian until he humbly confesses his sins to his Heavenly Father. (Psalm 66:18; James 4:2,3; 1st Peter 3:7). What we do off our knees has a large bearing on what we say on our knees. In other words, how we live has direct bearing on answered prayer.  

Now what are some of the things that will hinder or stop answers to prayer?

Lack of faith will do it: Matt. 21:22; Mark 11:24; Rom. 14:23; James 1:5-7 

Or, Failure to take in Bible teaching.  Proverbs. 1:24-31; Proverbs. 28:9; Zech. 7:11-13 

Selfishness.   James 4:2,3 

Carnality. Ps. 66:18; Micah 3:4; Isa. 1:15; 59:1-3 

Lack of compassion will do it. Proverbs. 21:13 

Lack of harmony in the home. 1st Peter 3:7 

Pride and self-righteousness. Job 35:12,13 

Lack of obedience. 1 John 3:22; Eph. 5:18; Deut. 1:43-45; 1 Sam. 14:37; 1st John 5:14 

Any of those things will hinder or stop answers to prayer.

God answers prayer because we fashion our asking according to His will. God always answers prayer according to His will. 1st John 5:14:- “Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will  [in agreement with His own plan}, He hears us.”

Prayer is not an experiment, - prayer is a certainty with John, - a sure thing. He knows it works, and he knows how it works. 

There are many people today who regard prayer as some kind of mysterious device by which human beings get God to do what we want Him to do. They regard prayer as some kind of Aladdin's Lamp which, if we rub it in the right way, will cause the great Genie of heaven to appear and give us our requests. God becomes a kind of heavenly bellboy rushing to our aid whenever we push the button of prayer. It is this concept which has resulted in some of the frightful perversions and misunderstandings of prayer.

Prayer must be according to God's will, John says, in the direction God is going, with a view to obtaining the purposes He intends. The will of God includes ALL that we will ever need. All that we really need and hope for is available to us and to our loved ones and friends within the will of God. There is nothing we need to pray for outside of it. Outside His will for us are only things that harm, injure and destroy us.

How then can we know His will? John says that the more we fellowship with Him, the more we will know His will. And we also know His will by what is revealed in the Word of God.

Obedience to God’s will and the desire to please Him are the conditions but NOT the merit for answered prayer. The conditions for answered prayer rests on six principles:

1.  The prayer must be offered in Christ’s Name. (John 16:23-24). 

2.  The prayer must be for God’s glory. (James 4:2-3). 

3.  The prayer must not be for sinful purposes.   (Psalm 66:18). God never answers the prayers of a carnal Christian without that person firstly confessing his sins to the Father humbly and with a contrite heart.

4.  The prayer must be from a forgiving soul that is not harbouring any malice, resentment or bitterness toward others. (Mark 11:25). 

5.  The prayer must be asked by faith. (Matthew 21:22). 

6.  The prayer must be concerned in doing God’s will. (1st John 3:22).

In concluding this verse, it is clear that the spiritual Christian lives to make the Lord smile. Sadly, many of us make Him frown. But our ambition should be to please the Lord.  

ALL prayer should come from the motivation of pleasing the Lord, - NOT acquiring selfish things for ourselves.

That’s the point Paul makes in 2nd Corinthians 5:9:-“Therefore also we have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.”

Paul shows us how to do this in Colossians 1:10:-“so that you may walk  [live} in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;”

As we follow Jesus Christ and focus on living by His Word, we will be confident before God and even be able to pray powerful prayers in faith. And what is it that gives us this confidence? Well, it is obedience to His command. 

And His command is explicitly outlined for us in verse 23. Let’s move on to verse 23:-“And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment.” 

The idea of keeping His commandments in the previous verse has led John to speak specifically about what His commandment is. It is not the Ten Commandments that are in view here at all. 

John goes on to make that clear. He says that we should believe on the Name of God’s Son Jesus Christ and love one another. 

The word, “believe” does not refer to an intellectual knowledge only. It means the leaning of one’s entire faith and being on Christ. It means to adhere to, - to cling to, - to trust your life to Jesus Christ. Indeed, this has been the theme of John in this section. This is also the first direct reference to belief in 1st John and it refers to belief AFTER becoming Christians. 

John has been developing the case for practical Christianity. In other words, our Christianity should be evaluated by us based on our faith in Christ and our love for one another. The only way to love God acceptably is to believe in the Name of his Son Jesus Christ. 

Here, John does not refer to these two aspects of obedience as TWO commandments, - but as ONE commandment. Grammatically, he may not be officially correct, but spiritually, he is right on. These two are ONE. 

When Jesus spoke of the greatest commandment, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind”; He added another, saying:-  “And the second is like it: "You shall love your neighbour as yourself." (Matthew 22:37-39) They are two commandments, but like one another.

God also gives us ONE commandment that takes in both God and man in our verse 23:-"Believe on the Name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another"

Did you know that faith toward God and love toward man sum up a Christian's obligations? In Galatians 5:6, Paul says that what God looks for in the believer is "faith working through love.”

Faith is complete dependence on God. True Bible faith is not blind optimism or a manufactured “hope-so” feeling. It is not a blind “leap in the dark.” Neither is it an intellectual consent to a doctrine. True Bible faith is confident obedience to God’s Word in spite of circumstances and consequences. Biblical faith is not idle.  - It manifests itself in unselfish service to God and man.

And the motivation of all such service is LOVE. Faith toward God and love toward mankind are two sides of the same coin. It is easy to emphasize faith - correct doctrine - and yet to neglect love. On the other hand, some say doctrine is not important and that love is our main responsibility. Both doctrine and love are equally important.

Certain of the Jews once came to Jesus one day and asked Him a question which we find in John 6:28:-"What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?''

Man is always trying to earn his way to Heaven. He likes to feel that there is something that he can do to merit salvation. IF he can somehow contribute to the saving of his soul, - then he can find a ground for boasting; - and this pleases, feeds and inflates his ego. But Jesus saw through their hypocrisy and said, unhesitatingly:- John 6:29:-"This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent.''

Jesus told them that the first thing that they must do is accept the One whom God had sent. So it is today. Many are seeking to earn their way to Heaven by good works.

But before they can do good works for God, they must first believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. Good works do not precede salvation; they follow it! The only good work that a sinner can do that is acceptable to God is to confess his need for salvation and receive Christ as his Lord and Saviour. That is the place to start. 

You cannot do anything until you have done that. You cannot love God until you believe on the Name of His Son Jesus Christ; then you can love one another, as He has commanded us.

Now it is not particularly the initial act of faith in Jesus Christ that is in view here. John is not talking about the act by which, by faith, you became a Christian when you believed in Jesus Christ. That is included, but that is not primarily what he wants to say here. 

The word “believe” here is in the aorist tense which in the Greek means a single, decisive act. And it was by such a decisive act that we all entered into the Christian life. 

But what John has in view here are those repeated decisive acts by which you depend on Christ's power and authority to do whatever love for your neighbour demands of you. These two are blended together. "Believe in the Name of his Son ... and love one another."  It is all one commandment.

What John is saying is that a condition by which prayer is answered is that we make repeated decisive acts of fulfilling the demands of love toward another, - - -by depending upon the power of Jesus Christ within us to perform it. That is "believing on the Name of the Son of God," - counting on His authority and on His power.

The “Name” of Jesus represents all that He IS, - His Person and His work. It is in the significance of the Name of Jesus that we believe. We believe all that the Name of “God’s Son, Jesus Christ” stands for. 

The words, “His Son” stands for His majesty and His unique deity.  

The word, “Jesus” represents His redemptive humanity.  

The word, “Christ” represents His Messianic office.  

Just as our name represents US, so Jesus’ Names represent the essence of Who He is. He stands behind His signature. Note the full title given to Jesus Christ in our verse 23. The idea is that we should believe in the message that the Name conveys.  We also trust in the authority that His Name signifies.

John refers to prayer in verses 21 and 22.  – And we always come “in Jesus’ Name” in prayer, - that is, - in His authority. Our authority for prayer is our status quo in Christ. God does not hear us because of US but because of Him. Our authority with God orbits solely around Jesus’ Name.

The Christian life revolves around the Person of Christ. Christianity is Christo-centric. We worship both the Person and work of Christ. Our Lord’s Name represents His glory. Isaiah 9:6:- “For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His Name will be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

John 3:18:-“He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the Name of the only begotten Son of God.”

We come to God in prayer in the authority of Jesus’ Name. John 14: 13-14:- “And whatever you ask in My Name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14.  “If you ask anything in My Name, I will do it.”

Salvation is by Jesus’ Name. Acts 4:12:-“Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other Name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

Romans 10:13:-“For “whoever calls on the Name of the Lord shall be saved.”

Right living grows out of right belief and right thinking in relation to the Son. One is impossible without the other John says that the other half of the commandment that we should believe on the Name of God’s Son Jesus Christ is to:-love one another,

John would have well remembered what Jesus Himself said in John 15:12:-"This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.”

The love of the brethren is not an option for some Christians; - it is a commandment for ALL. Loving the family of God is important because it is “His commandment”. We saw in the previous verse that a condition for answered prayer depends on loving fellow believers. 

According to Romans 13:8-10, LOVE is the fulfilling of God's Law. Therefore, when you love the brethren, you are obeying His commandments and He is able to answer your prayer requests. One great secret of answered prayer is obedience, and the secret of obedience is LOVE. 

We read in John 14:15 that Jesus said:-"If you love Me, keep My commandments.” 

It is possible, of course, to keep God's commandments in a spirit of fear or servitude rather than in a spirit of love. This was the sin of the elder brother in the Parable of the Prodigal Son. (Luke 15:24-32). 

A believer should keep His Father's commandments because he knows that this pleases Him. A Christian who lives to please God will soon discover that God finds ways to please His child. Psalm 37:4:-“Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.”

When our delight is in the love of God, our desires will be in the will of God.

Let’s briefly look at our final verse 24:-“Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.”

This last verse of the chapter brings us back to the issue of abiding in Christ, of fellowship with the Lord. The Lord is keen to convey to us His pleasure to have fellowship with us. The idea of the word, “abides” here is to live in fellowship. 

John would have clearly remembered Jesus saying something very similar in John 14:23:-"If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.

Those who are abiding in Jesus Christ know they are abiding in Him, because of the Presence and assurance of the Holy Spirit. John again is giving the same idea as Paul gave in Romans 8:16 that the Holy Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.

"Abiding in Christ" is a key experience for a believer who wants to have confidence toward God and enjoy answers to prayer. In our verse 24, John completes the whole picture. The activity of love, he says, results in a reassured heart, power in prayer and answers to prayer.

Anyone who begins to live on that level makes it clear that they are living a Holy Spirit-filled life, which is the life that God intended for them to live. God abides in him, and he abides in God, and this is the ear-mark, trade mark and hall mark that we belong to Jesus Christ.  – and it assures us of answered prayer.!!

When John says, "And by this," he is referring to all that precedes this verse. In other words, he means:-By this reassurance of our hearts By this evidence of answered prayer By believing on the Name of His Son Jesus Christ; By this flowing out of love to another in active deeds, words and thoughts; By keeping His commandments and doing what is pleasing in His sight

By these things we know that He abides in us and it ALL comes by means of the Spirit of God who indwells us. 

As Paul says in Romans 5:5:-“the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”

The source of assurance of God’s personal fellowship with us is the abiding Holy Spirit within us. That is the power of all Christian experience. Now, do you see what John is after? You cannot bottle up the Holy Spirit in your life for your own enjoyment. 

There are some people today who are desperately trying to have the Holy Spirit only because they are concerned about certain gifts that He might give, certain ecstatic experiences that they can go through, and this is what they want. But you cannot use the Spirit of God that way. You cannot bottle him up. He must flow through you. 

IF you try to keep Him to yourself, your whole life will stagnate and become mediocre,  dull,  sterile  and  lifeless. But IF you let Him flow through you, ministering to others in Christ’s Name, by His power, - then your own life will become refreshed, vibrant and fruitful -- by the Spirit of God who dwells in you. 

Everybody else, looking at you, will see that you have discovered the secret of victorious Christian living, - of the abundant life made available in Jesus Christ. Do you want that?

Well, God is no respecter of persons. He is totally impartial and has no favourites. 

This is available for anyone, young or old, rich or poor, - it does not make any difference; - this abundant life is available in Jesus Christ. But you can’t be abiding in Jesus Christ and not know it; though you may be attacked with doubt from time to time. 

The one who is not keeping God’s commandments does not have the ground of confidence that he abides in Christ. As well, they do not truly have the assurance of the Holy Spirit’s Presence in their life. To know if you really have this assurance can take spiritual discernment, and that is what John deals with in the very next verse which we will look at next week. 

CHAPTER 4

PASSAGE - 1st John 4:1-3

1st John 4:1-3

1.  “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 

2.  By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God,

3.  and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world.” 

One question that is being asked everywhere in our society today is:-"What is true, and what is the truth?" How do you know when someone is telling the truth? 

All of us thought that we had a good understanding of the difference between truth and falsehood, but now everyone seems quite ready to redefine the terms. A lie seems no longer to be a lie. Many tell “half truths” or white lies, but God’s Word says that a so-called "half truth" or "white lie" is a WHOLE lie!

How do we determine what is true in this ever-changing,  confused, and unstable world in which we live today? And when it comes to living our lives as God’s children, then this question becomes ever so vital and important. 

You see, IF we do not have an ability to discern the truth from the false, we will quickly be led astray into something other than true Christianity. And there are always plenty of people who claim to speak for God, teaching different things that confuse and mislead multitudes. 

Today, there are scores of different denominations, religious movements, cults, and "isms" of all kinds. How do you sort them all out? How do you evaluate all of the claims?

Well, the only way is to start with absolute truth. Absolute truth is the revelation of God's plan and purpose for mankind as revealed in the Bible. It is the absolute truth found only in God’s Word that we must live and regulate our lives by each day.

Absolute truth is found in Jesus Christ. In John 14:6, Jesus said:-"I am the way, the TRUTH, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”

Jesus stated that Satan is not only the god and ruler of this world, but that he has also deceived the whole world. The Bible says that Satan is the father of lies and that deception is the most subtle of all satanic strongholds. 

Have you ever noticed that all people with addictive behaviour lie to themselves and others almost continuously? The alcoholic lies about his drinking, the anorexic lies about her eating, the sex offender lies about his behaviour and the drug addict, too, lies about many things. The first step in any recovery programme is to get out of denial and face the truth about yourself. 

Truth is never an enemy; it is always a liberating friend. People in bondage to the lie grow weary of the darkness and deceit. They inwardly hate to sneak around, lie and cover up all the time. 

The Word of God says that we must "walk in the light as He Himself is in the light." (1st John 1:7). This means that we must be honest with God, honest with ourselves, and honest with others. There is great freedom and relief when truth dispels the anguish of living a lie. 

Choosing the truth may be difficult for you if you have been living a lie for many years. You may need to seek professional help to weed out the defence mechanisms you have depended on all this time to survive. The Christian needs only one defence:-Jesus Christ.!! Knowing that you are forgiven and accepted as God's child sets you free to face reality and choose the truth. 

Having mentioned the Holy Spirit, John is reminded that there are other “spirits” abroad in the world today, and that the children of God need to be warned against them. Therefore, he cautions the believer not to trust “every spirit”. 

The word, “spirit” here probably refers primarily to teachers, but not exclusively so. The Greek says, “Stop believing every spirit”. They were already in the process of giving credence to false doctrine. 

Some of John’s readers were so naive that they believed anything the false teacher Cerinthus had to say. Cerinthus was a Gnostic false teacher in John’s day who took the teachings of pagan Gnosticism and mixed them with Christianity. (much like the cults of today do) He was very eloquent and personable. He was a marvellous salesman; - he could sell anything to anyone but his message was from the evil one. Many people flocked to hear him.

He taught that Jesus was born of Joseph and Mary and only became the "Christ" thirty years later at the time of His baptism. Cerinthus taught that at the crucifixion, the "Christ" departed leaving only the human Jesus to die. He also claimed there was no resurrection of the physical body of Jesus. Cerinthus and those like him did not believe in the physical resurrection of Jesus Christ, because the physical was evil according to their teachings. This heresy was the one that confronted the Apostle John. Much of Cerinthus’ false doctrine can still be seen in the modern teachings of the Jehovah's Witnesses.

Anyone who knows anything at all about Christianity knows that it puts great stress upon believing. Not believing myths and legends, as many seem to think, but believing facts. But, paradoxically, it is equally true that every Christian is also called to be an unbeliever. There is a time when unbelief is the right thing and the only right thing. 

The very same Scriptures which encourage us to believe likewise urge us not to believe certain things. In fact, they not only urge us, they command us not to believe. This is no contradiction, any more than to say that in order to live it is necessary both to inhale and to exhale. 

These are contradictory things: - You cannot inhale and exhale at the same time, but both are absolutely necessary to maintain life. You cannot inhale unless you exhale, and you cannot exhale unless you have inhaled. 

It is the same with this matter of belief and unbelief. You cannot believe truth without rejecting error and false teaching. You cannot love righteousness unless you are ready to hate sin. You cannot be a disciple of Jesus Christ without being prepared to yield to His control so completely that self has no rights whatsoever.

Matthew 16:24:-"If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.” You cannot follow good unless you are ready to flee from evil. 

So it is not surprising, therefore, that the Scriptures tell us we are not to believe, as well as to believe. In other words, we are urged to have a healthy scepticism. God calls on us to disbelieve as well as believe, - to be critical of teaching, and to measure all teaching by the Word of God.

Sadly, many Christians are naïve and vulnerable to false teaching. They are gullible simply because it is “religious” and sounds good. They need to understand the importance of discernment and the ability to disbelieve certain people. 

As Christians, we should not be gullible. We should not believe everything that comes along claiming to be from God. Ephesians 4:14:-“that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness by which they lie in wait to deceive,”

Those who are still spiritual babes are unskilful in the Word of God, - their senses are not exercised to discern between good and evil.   (Hebrews 5:13-14) 

They inevitably meet some false cultist who impresses them by his zeal and apparent sincerity. Because this cultist uses religious words, they gullibly think that he must be a true, born-again Christian. 

If only they had studied the Bible for themselves, they would be able to see through his deceitful juggling of words. But now they are carried away by his false wind of doctrine and led by unprincipled cunning into a form of systemized error and false teaching. 

Satan and his henchmen are the crafty ones behind these false teachers. He has a whole programme of false doctrine that he uses to fool the immature person, the novice, the gullible one. 

Chester McCalley has said:- "If a Christian does not know what God has done in the past and does not have faith in what God will do in the future, he will be overwhelmed by today's crises."

We should never accept at face value what any religious leader has to say. Why not? -  because they are fallible. We must always check out what they say with absolute truth, - the Word. If the Bible says it, then it is true. If the Bible does not agree with it, it is not true. That is the only way we can know the truth and remain true to God.

Acts 17:11:-“These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.”

Paul’s listeners checked on his teaching by the Word of God. They did not accept at face value what they heard simply because a noted preacher said it. 

John says that we must, test the spirits, Mature believers “test the spirits.” The word “test” means to test for approval. The Bible is the ultimate standard for truth. It is the only reliable criterion for determining truth about God and about truth itself. Instead of gullibly believing religious leaders, we test their teaching by the Word of God. The Word of God gives us discernment.

Do you have discernment to run from this false teaching? There are a lot of phonies out there today. They pretend to know truth but they are only fakers. It takes Biblical scrutiny to ferret them out. 2nd Peter 2:1-2a:-

1.  “But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. 

2.  And many will follow their destructive ways,……”

If we do not test religious spirits, Satan will sucker us into his world system. There is the satanic system on one hand and God’s point of view on the other hand. There is an invisible war raging every day and we live between the forces of God and those of Satan.

Why are we to test the spirits, or the teachings of these people? “because many false prophets have gone out into the world,” - John says. Notice, that John indicates that this is a widespread problem. The world was full of false prophets. There were not just a few but “many” false prophets even in John’s day. 

The words “gone out” are in a tense that indicates that they are already influencing John’s readers. They are not about to go out, they were already out spreading their bogus teaching. They were eloquent and persuasive people so they got quite a hearing.

John mentioned earlier in 1st John 2:19 that some of these false teachers had even at one time been attending church They went out from us John said, because they were not “of us”. They were make-believers. They looked and spoke like genuine believers, but they were in fact tares planted by Satan!

These people can be found in many churches today. These subversive elements are also identified in Jude 4:-“For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Who are these apostates that have wormed their way into so many Christian churches today? It may surprise you to know that many of them are supposed ministers of the Gospel. They hold positions of leadership in Christendom.

Some are Bishops, or church council members, or seminary professors. But they ALL  have this in common – they are against the true Christ of the Bible! They have invented for themselves a liberal or Neo-Orthodox “Christ”, stripped of glory, majesty, dominion and authority.

In Matthew's Gospel, the Lord Jesus warned of this:-Matthew 7:15:-"Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves.”

False prophets and False teachers look like sheep but actually they are wolves. They talk nicely and have wonderful personalities but their teaching is both false and deadly. Wolves in sheep's clothing -- outwardly appearing to be loving, tender, and concerned, but inwardly desiring only to wreck and destroy and to ruin. There are many false prophets, says John. 

Today also, the woods are filled with false teachers. It’s sad that many gullible Christians still seem to buy into false teachings in great numbers. Please always remember that “if it is NEW, it is very likely NOT true”. Throughout church history there are many illustrations of this. 

But you do not have to go back very far to find contemporary illustrations of this. The two most notable in recent memory are David Koresh and Jim Jones. Both deceived many people. Both claimed to speak for God. In fact, David Koresh claimed to BE the Messiah. Both situations also ended in tragedy. 

But these kinds of things do show us how powerful the LIE can be. They also show us how gullible people can be. We can be deceived and misled. We can sincerely believe a LIE. 

I have no doubt that many, if not most, of their followers sincerely believed in what they were doing. But they were sincerely wrong. And WE must be on our guard lest we be deceived as well. 

So what are we to do? Well, it seems clear that we must have some method by which we can evaluate those who claim to speak for God and what is spoken by them. And this is what John gives us. He reveals to us what is the true key for evaluating truth and falsehood.

We live, in many respects, in a hostile environment in which falsehoods are widely accepted, and we are greatly pressured to conform to these things. Through the media many today are brainwashed to accept false values and false standards and false priorities. How can a Christian detect a false teacher or a cultist today?  

The believer should NOT look at their personality,  intellect,  persuasive abilities or their organization; - they must look at the content of their teaching. Christians believe in an infallible Bible and in an infallible God, -NOT in an infallible church or infallible leaders. There is no such thing.!!

Through the Bible and through the indwelling Holy Spirit, God actually gives each believer the discernment necessary to decipher truth from falsehood. But the believer must have clear understanding of God’s Word before he can be spiritually self-sustaining. This should be a great objective of the Christian life.  

In our verses 2 and 3, John now shows us how to conduct this test. John says that it is imperative that we be able to distinguish false teachers from true teachers. John encourages us to identify them in two ways - by the content of what they say and by the origin of what they say. In verses 2 and 3, John says that the acid test of a false teacher is their view of the Person of Christ. 

The specific doctrine whereby we test to find out whether a teacher is false or true, is the doctrine of Christ. IF a person denies either the deity or the humanity of Christ, he is a false teacher.  – end of story! So the first test is the acknowledgment of the historical incarnation of the Son of God, - His appearance in history as a Man in the flesh. 

I think almost all Biblical scholars are agreed that this Verse 2 should read this way:...every spirit which confesses that Jesus is Christ, come in the flesh, is of God...” {1st John 4:2b RSV} Jesus is His human Name. 

When He was the eternal Son of God, before the incarnation, He was never called “Jesus”. It was only when He was born as a Babe in Bethlehem and grew up in Nazareth that He bore the human name of Jesus;  -  Jesus of Nazareth. 

The Babe in Bethlehem was far more than a remarkable child; - He was God the Son who left the portals of glory to step into our time and into a human body. The whole teaching of Scripture is that this Jesus of Nazareth, this historical Jesus, this Man who grew up and lived and ate and slept and walked with men, who prayed and taught them, is the Messiah of the Old Testament. He is the predicted One, the Son of God who was to come, the eternal One, God Himself, who would come into human history -- they are One and the same. 

This is the Spirit of truth. Jesus is the Christ, - come in the flesh! Jesus of Nazareth is identical with and indivisible from that promised Messiah of the Old Testament. Jesus eternally existed as GOD but at a point in time He stepped foot on earth and took on a body of humanity. In doing this, He did not divest Himself of His deity. He set aside the voluntary use of His deity while He lived in His humanity. But He never ceased to exist as God. Denial of this John says, is the spirit of the antichrist.

Paul makes this graphically clear in:-2nd Corinthians 5:18-19:- 

“18.  Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation,  

19.  that is, that God was {personally present} in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.”

1st Timothy 3:16:-“And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifested  {made visible} in the flesh, {the incarnation} justified in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up in glory.”

What John is saying is that everything centres around the Person of Christ. What a person believes concerning Christ will tell you a tremendous amount about them and their theology.

Spurgeon once said that Christ is the sum and the substance of theology. In other words, Christ is the central focus of all that God has done, is doing, and is going to do. He is the central focus of all the Scriptures. 

The Old Testament points toward Him. And the New Testament points to Him. He is foreshadowed in the Old, and revealed in the New. In the Old, He is seen in symbol and type and in the New, He is revealed as the reality behind it all. The Gospel message is a message about Christ. And the central truths concerning Christ are essential to the Christian faith. 

The word, “Christ”, is a Greek word which translates the Hebrew word “Messiah”. Therefore, the word, “Christ”, means exactly the same as the word Messiah. If your beliefs concerning Christ are not right, your faith is wrong. His birth,  life,  death,  resurrection, and Second Coming are all vitally important truths. 

In His birth we see His DEITY. He was born of a virgin. It was divinity uniting with humanity that produced Jesus Christ. He was not a mere mortal man. He was and is the divine and unique God-Man of the universe. 

Today, some groups such as the Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons, and Muslims deny that Jesus is really God. But way back in John’s day, in this time closest to the actual life and ministry of Jesus on this earth, people didn’t have a hard time believing that Jesus was God. They had a hard time believing that he was a real man.!! 

This false teaching in John’s day said Jesus was truly God (which is correct), but really a "make-believe" man. Today, we are passionate about saying, "Jesus is God," and we should be. Jesus Christ is eternal God. As a member of the Trinity, He is co-equal with God the Father and with God the Holy Spirit. That is, He has the same essence as God the Father has and He has ALL of the divine attributes that God the Father has.

But it is no less important to say, "Jesus is a man," because both the undiminished deity and perfect humanity of Jesus Christ are essential to our salvation.

So, you can see that what you believe about His BIRTH matters. In His LIFE we see His righteousness. He never committed a single sin. He did not sin in word, thought, or deed. He was spotless and He was perfect. His life testifies to His purity. It also testifies to His claim to be the eternal Son of God. His miracles were divine attestations of His divine power. What you believe about His LIFE matters.

In His sacrificial DEATH we see His substitutionary sacrifice on our behalf. On the Cross He paid the penalty for our sins. He died there as One without any sin. Because of that, He could die for our sins. He died in our place.  He bore our sins. What you believe about His DEATH matters.

In His RESURRECTION we see the validation and confirmation of His claims. We see the hand of Almighty God. Jesus’ resurrection proves that He was and IS who He said He was. His resurrection proves that He is the way, the truth, and the life. What you believe about His RESURRECTION matters.

And in His Second Coming we will one day see the fulfilment of His promise to receive us into Heaven’s glory. It is our blessed hope. It gives us encouragement as we face the difficulties of this life. What you believe about His RETURN matters.

What you believe about Christ is vitally important. John says that it is a key to recognizing the Spirit of God. You see, the Spirit of God will always testify to Jesus Christ. The Spirit of God will point to Christ. The Spirit of God will reveal Christ. The Spirit of God will exalt Christ. The Spirit of God will lead people to Christ. 

We must beware when Christ is not exalted. We must beware when other things besides Christ are the prominent features of any teaching. 

Now any teacher of spiritual matters who confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, John says, - they are of the truth. The word “confesses” means to identify. If anyone does not identify with the humanity of Christ, they are not genuine, born again believers. It is more than a mere profession or acknowledgment that this is true; - it also implies a commitment. It means to actually trust this great historic fact and this great Person. 

Anyone who does not actually trust it, and live by it, do not listen to them either. They may acknowledge it, but they must also confess it openly, - that is the important thing.

Remember that back in the Gospel accounts there were demons that acknowledged the deity of the Lord Jesus? 

In Mark 1:24, when Jesus appeared before them they said:-"Let us alone! What have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us? I know who You are the Holy One of God!''

They acknowledged what the Jews were too blind to see, the full deity of Jesus Christ, as well as His humanity. But, though demons acknowledged this, they never confessed it. They never trusted Him. They did not commit themselves to Him, nor did they live by this truth.

Through the course of history there have been many religious leaders, popes, priests, Protestant and Catholic alike, who have acknowledged the deity of the Lord Jesus and His humanity. But they have never trusted themselves to it, they have never committed to it, nor have they confessed it openly. 

What are the fundamental questions that we must ask every group, or any teacher of religion today? We must ask them whether they acknowledge the entrance into history of the Son of God as Jesus of Nazareth, the Man who laboured and loved and died and rose again bodily from the dead?

We must ask them whether they acknowledge the incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ? - that He who was with God from the beginning, and was God, became Man and lived among us? Those questions ought to be asked of every religious teacher, everywhere.

We should follow those questions with a few more:-Do you faithfully follow Him? Do you live by your belief? Are you committed to Him -- is He your Lord, your strength, your shield and your source for everything you need? 

How many would fail if we gave that test? How many fail, even at the first lot of questions? But we must ask these questions of all those who claim to believe in Almighty God and who claim to know Him. Candid acknowledgement that the Messiah came in the flesh to forgive sins is the heart of Christian belief.

Jesus Christ not only came in the flesh but He was resurrected in the flesh. Luke 24:39-40:-

39.  "Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have.'' 

40.  When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His feet.”

The resurrection body of the Lord Jesus was a literal, tangible body of flesh and bones. It was the SAME body which had been buried, yet it was changed in that it was no longer subject to death. John 20:19 reveals to us that with this glorified body, Jesus could enter a room when the doors were closed. 

Let’s move on to our verse 3. 1st John 4:3:-“…and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world.”

Every false teacher that does not acknowledge Jesus’ incarnation [God dwelling in flesh] is NOT of God. False teachers that deny the incarnation get this false idea from the spirit of the “Antichrist”. The Antichrist wants to undermine the incarnation because it is the basis of our salvation. By denying the incarnation, it would make the Person and work of Christ meaningless.

To deny the historical incarnation of the Son of God, to deny His appearance in history as a Man in the flesh is the basis of the spirit of the Antichrist, which John has already mentioned in 1st John 2:18-23. It is the spirit which both opposes the true Jesus and offers a substitute Jesus. Satan doesn’t care at all if you know Jesus or love Jesus or pray to Jesus – as long as it is a FALSE Jesus, a make-believe Jesus, a Jesus who is not there, and who cannot save! 

The Antichrist was not there at the time of the writing of 1st John but the spirit of the Antichrist had already come by his false prophets and teachers. He already had his emissaries attacking John’s readers. These false emissaries deny the Bible as the Word of God. They deny the deity of Christ. They reject the idea that man is sinful and depraved. They have no message for sin-sick souls who are searching for the truth.  

Many churches today are filled with these kinds of false teachers. Then there are the anti-Christian propagandists, the Mormons and Jehovah Witnesses that spread their lies and false teachings at our very own doorsteps!

Did you know that God says that you are not even to give these people the time of day? 2nd John 1:7; 10-11:-

7.  “For many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. 

10.  If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him; 

11.  for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds.”

Most false teachers admit that an historical Jesus appeared in the world just like they will admit that Alexander the Great was an historical figure. But they will not admit to the fact that God Himself stepped into our world and into our time in a human body to pay for the sins of humanity.

John said that this spirit of the Antichrist is already in the world. And it will have its ultimate consummation in an end-times political and economic evil ruler energised and possessed by Satan himself. He will be the antithesis of everything that Jesus Christ stands for and is. 

What do we know about Jesus Christ? Throughout centuries His Name has been above every name. His life, His teachings, and His ethics have changed, altered and transformed individuals, communities, cities, nations, and continents. 

Charles Lamb, the essayist, once said:-“If Shakespeare walked into the room we would stand. But if Jesus walked into the room we would all bow and kneel."

The greatest issue facing man today is not Aids, pollution, war, the ozone layer, drugs or overpopulation. The greatest issue facing man today is who do you think Jesus Christ is? That is where we must begin. Your answer to that question decides where you will spend eternity. And your answer to that question also decides with whom you will spend eternity with.

From the moment Jesus became Man, He identified with fallen humanity. Jesus’ humanity redeemed lost humanity. 

Contradiction of this is the spirit of the Antichrist. Anyone who claims that Jesus Christ is merely a great teacher, a profound philosopher or simply a religious leader is both a fool and a “liar.” Jesus is far more than these things. He is the Son of God, the Mediator for our sins, God Almighty and true humanity.

IF you refuse to accept Jesus Christ as fully GOD and fully MAN who died for our sins, God says that you are a liar! You are someone who undermines God’s grace plan for salvation. When you deny Jesus as the Messiah, you deny God’s solution for the payment of the penalty of your sins. It is tantamount to purchasing your own one-way ticket to HELL.!! Most apostasy starts at denying either the humanity, or the deity of Christ.

The great heart of the Christian faith is that Jesus, the human being who was born in Bethlehem; Who grew up and lived in Nazareth, who walked and ministered on the hillsides and byways of Judea and Galilee; That human Jesus IS the Christ, - He is the Messiah!

Jesus is the Christ – the Christ is Jesus. He is the Saviour of the world! John says that the spirit which confesses that Jesus is the Christ, that the two are identical, - one and the same, never to be separated -- that is the Spirit which is of God. Anything else is the spirit of error and of antichrist.

Where do YOU stand on this critical issue today?

PASSAGE - 1st John 4:4-6:

There are many religious quacks in this world waiting to kidnap God’s children and get them into their false cults. But the maturing believer recognizes false doctrine and stays well clear of it. The maturing Christian is not so easily tossed about by every religious novelty that comes along. 

How do some Christians get sucked into some of the cults that are floating around today? The only explanation is that such a person had failed to heed the admonition in 1st John 4:1. They failed to "test the spirits, whether they be of God or not," as John exhorts us in verse 1 of Chapter 4:-“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God;” 

Have you noticed that the cultists do not try to win lost souls to Christ? They do not establish rescue missions in the slum areas of our cities, because they have NO good news for the person on skid row. Instead, these false teachers focus their attention on immature Christians and try to capture them for their cults.

You may be surprised to know that most of the membership of the false cults comes from local churches, - especially from churches that do NOT feed their people the Word of God! The Bible says that these cultists are actually ministers of Satan in disguise!! The many admonitions Paul gave indicate that Satan is a strong enemy and that we need the power of God to be able to stand against him. Never underestimate the power of Satan and demons. Satan is definitely not a toothless, paper tiger, as some mistakenly say.

The things that Paul says of these false teachers are still true of false teachers today. One scholar stated that, ”Evil, we all know, could never tempt us IF we saw it simply AS IT IS. Disguise is essential to its power. It appeals to man through ideas and hope which he cannot but regard as good.” 

The apostle Paul said that his critics in Corinth posed falsely as apostles of Christ. John gave the test, the measure, by which we can tell TRUTH from ERROR in this mixed-up, confused, bewildered world in which we live. That test, is two-fold:-

It was, first, an acknowledgment of the historic incarnation of Jesus Christ. The fact that the Son of God, the second person of the Trinity, the Holy One of God, had actually come into human history. That He had come as a Man in the flesh; that, in a word, Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ!!  - The MESSIAH! – The eternal Son of God! 

John uses this word, “confess”. He says, “Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God,” (1st John 4:2). 

But it is not so much the confession of the historical fact that Jesus was born into the world in a human body; But rather, it is the confession of a living person, Jesus Christ come in the FLESH.

It is the confession that acknowledges Jesus as the CHRIST INCARNATE. (The Son of God embodied in human form) Confessing Him also means bowing to Him as Lord of your life! It means that He must be pre-eminent in every facet of your life.

Now, beginning with Verse 4, John continues to unfold certain factors at work in this whole matter of truth versus error. You can well understand how important these truths are today amidst the confusion that exists everywhere. 

1st John 4:4-6:-

4.  “You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 

5.  They are of the world. Therefore they speak as of the world, and the world hears them. 

6.  We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.” 

You will note that each of these THREE verses begins with an emphatic pronoun. That is true both in the Greek and the English. There is first YOU -- "YOU are of God."   (genuine Christians} – verse 4 Then, in Verse 5, "THEY are of the world"   {false teachers} and, in Verse 6, "WE are of God."   

He is the last apostle living, but he still thinks of himself as representing the Apostles who were given responsibility from God to write the New Testament and to accurately teach the truth about Jesus Christ. If any false teacher contradicts what the apostles taught, we are not to listen to them.

So, we see that there are three distinct groups set forth here and they are NOT the same at all. The first group is addressed as "little children." These are the readers of this letter from the Apostle John and they are said to be "of God." 

Here obviously are Christians whom John declares have overcome the false teachers. That is, they have escaped the flattery and deceit of the false teachers, and have NOT been deluded by their false teaching. They have heard ALL the arguments of the false teachers and have successfully been enabled to see through them and to see the truth. 

Humble believers are able to overcome these false teachers because they have the Holy Spirit WITHIN them, and this enables them through obedience to Him to detect their error and refuse to listen to it. SO, John is saying, "You are of God and you have overcome these false teachers." 

Now, what is important in this verse is to note the ground of their victory. How was it that they overcame? IF there is any sure way that you and I can escape the extreme pressures of theological error today, it will be by this SAME way. This way is indicated not so much by observing what he says, BUT, by what he does NOT say. 

These "little children"  who are "of God" overcame the false teachers, despite  all of their subtle, destructive error which they so beautifully and attractively presented. But it WASN’T because of SUPERIOR intelligence that they overcame them! You'll notice that it says nothing about them being smarter than these teachers. 

NOR was it because they had been subjected to intense training against these false cults. There is no word about that either. 

NOR is it that they had been supported and fortified by clever arguments with which they were able to answer the errors of the false teachers. 

NOR was it their broad theological knowledge. They had no extended course in cult awareness. There is none of this written by John! 

John says, "you overcame them because greater is He that is in you than he who is in the world."  

In other words, it was not anything these Christians had that delivered them, it was because the Holy Spirit dwelt within them. It was the greatness of God within them that kept them from falling victim to these ministers of Satan. It was the fact that God was greater than the spirit that was at work behind the teachers of error. This is what will keep US on the right path today. – IF ONLY we will faithfully and obediently follow Jesus Christ and the teachings of the Word of God!!

When we think of the violence, the passion, the tears, and the death with which our world is characterized, we can SEE something of the greatness of the power of the enemy. – Satan. But God is FAR greater than the power of the enemy. In fact, it is almost ludicrous to put it that way. God is so incomparably greater that there is NO contest whatsoever. 

THIS is where the eye of faith must always turn in hours of darkness, discomfort, or despair. It must turn to what the Scriptures reveal as the truth about God and how incomparably greater HE is than anything that is present among men or behind men! 

READ of God's greatness in Isaiah, the 40th chapter. What an encouraging chapter that is! The prophet cries out at the unbelief of the people of God in Verse 21, “Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning?   

"What is the matter with you people," he is saying. "Why all this gloom and despair? Why this mood of pessimism? Why this wringing of the hands and rending of your clothes? Haven't you been told what God is like?" Can’t you see the incomparable majesty of our God as the infinitely great and wise Creator of all things?

Isaiah then goes on to say:- Isaiah 40:21b-23:- 

21b.  “Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 

22.  It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them out like a tent to dwell in. 

23.  He brings the princes to nothing; He makes the judges of the earth useless.” 

God, speaking through Isaiah joins in and says:-Isaiah 40:25:- "To whom then will you liken Me, Or to whom shall I be equal?'' says the Holy One.” 

God, Himself, then advises what people need to DO in these days of darkness, despair and uncertainty. Isaiah 40:26:- “Lift up your eyes on high, and see who has created these things, Who brings out their host by number; He calls them all by name, by the greatness of His might and the strength of His power; not one is missing.” 

Isaiah 40:27a:-  “Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel: "My way is hidden from the Lord,”

Imagine that! Do you think that God is unaware of what is happening in your life and the problems that you are going through? Do you honestly believe that your present problems and difficulties are too much for Him to handle? Do you really believe that the God who creates an entire universe with a Word, cannot help and guide His children and lavish His extravagance on them? The prophet says, "Imagine thinking that your right has been disregarded by God." 

Isaiah 40:28a-29:-

“Have you not known? Have you not heard? The everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, neither faints nor is weary.” 

29.  “He gives power to the weak, and to those who have no might He increases strength.” 

Do you remember what Paul says in his first letter to the Corinthians as he came into Corinth, that beautiful city of culture and refinement? That CITY with its love of great wisdom and the philosophers and the great thinkers of the golden age of Greece, How he rejected every approach on the basis of human wisdom and said:- 1st Corinthians 2:2:-“For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”, 

The reason he gave was that the weakness of God is stronger than men and the foolishness of God is wiser than men. That is, even when God acts in some way that seems to be utterly weak, it is still ever so much stronger than anything that MAN can do. 

That is the greatness of God. God is infinitely greater than all else and He lives permanently WITHIN every Christian! That’s why a believer should have great confidence, because:-"He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world." 

In the light of these wonderful truths, the great apostle Paul shouts out in triumph in Romans 8:31-32:-

31.  What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 

32.  He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all {other} things?

GOD is greater -- incomparably greater than the wisdom and power of Satan. Whoever in childlike faith trusts the Word of God to guide him through life, will find that he will be safely kept through all entrapping errors. God’s power is greater than anything that we can ever possibly imagine – and this power is freely available to every one of His children to draw upon.

One of the most helpful verses to me when I was a young Christian, was and still is Proverbs 3:5-6. 

5.  “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; 

6.  in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.”  What a guide through life that is!

We should make a habit of reminding ourselves everyday of those verses, and our current verse 1st John 4:4:- “You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.”

Remember that our great God and Father is so much greater than Satan and anything else that is in this dying world! The child of God need not fear the spirit of Antichrist, even though they should be warned of it. But they shouldn’t fear it because they have the indwelling Spirit of God, and that indwelling Spirit is greater than he who is in the world - Satan and all of his hordes. It is a positive statement, not a wishful hope.

“He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world”, means the Christian has no reason for fear. “You are of God” John says, and this means “you have been born of God.” He is now your Heavenly Father forever. You have been reborn, regenerated spiritually and placed into God’s very own family.

The Christian’s answer to those Gnostic false teachers who claim to have superior knowledge is found in 1st John 5:19:-We know {positively} that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one.”

With John, there is no mincing of words. He sees only two spheres. All people are either saved or lost.  There cannot be any fence sitting. The sphere that you are in right now depends on your relationship to Jesus Christ.

Let’s move on to our verse 5:- “They are of the world. Therefore they speak as of the world, and the world hears them.”

"They" here are the false teachers of all varieties, including those who shout and blather, and those who speak in cultured and persuasive tones. They are "of the world." False teachers find the source of their teaching in the satanic world system. This is simply because they do not have the capacity to comprehend God’s viewpoint on life.  

SATAN is the most intelligent being ever created by the hand of God and he is NOT without a highly sophisticated organization and a  powerful system of governance. Satan’s system is described in the Bible by the Greek word "cosmos". 

This word is found in the New Testament 187 times and is translated “world”. The cosmos  is a vast order or system that Satan has promoted, which conforms to HIS ideals, aims, and methods. It is a civilization now functioning apart from God! This system eagerly accepts its own godless governments, - - its education, - culture, - religions of morality, - and pride.  

It is that sphere in which MAN lives. To the uncounted multitude on earth, it is ALL they ever know so long as they live on this planet. Every person ever born is born into Satan’s cosmos! Every person is blinded by the cosmos system UNTIL they receive correct teaching of God’s grace system, especially with regard to salvation and the true spiritual life.

The realization that this world is wholly evil is impossible for fallen man to comprehend apart from Scripture and the teaching and illuminating ministry of the Holy Spirit. It is properly named the “satanic system”, a phrase which is in many instances, a justified interpretation of the ever so meaningful word, “cosmos”.  

The one revealing thing about these false teachers is that they say what the world wants to hear; - therefore, they are almost invariably popular. The false teachers speak from the viewpoint of the world system. Popularity generally accompanies these teachers. False teachers tell people what they want to hear.  

This makes their message invariably fashionable and popular. They find an easy and quick popularity because they cater and pander to all. The world gives them an audience because their message is what they want to hear. 

But those who speak the truth about God’s grace plan of salvation though Jesus Christ are actually hated by the world. But they hated Christ for the same reason. Jesus said in John 15:18-19:-

18 “If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. 

19 “If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.”

Why does the world hate anything to do with Jesus Christ? Why does this world hate those who preach the Gospel of the glory of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ? 

Jesus is the Light who came into this sin-darkened world. He was the sinless, spotless Lamb of God. He died for the sins of all the world. 

But do people love Him for this? No, they resent Him. They prefer the fleeting pleasures of their sins to having Jesus as Saviour, and so, they reject Him. Just as some creeping things scamper away from the light, so wicked men flee from the Presence of Christ.

Those who love sin hate the light because the light exposes their sinfulness. John confirms this in John 3:19:-“And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.”

This secular world does not want to hear the truth because they don’t want to feel accountable to anyone. But, let one of these false teachers come out with some startling statement that denies some basic fundamental Christian truth and it is spread across the papers immediately. Soon they form a "school of thought" and this begins to spread and others jump on the bandwagon. The world listens to them with itching ears.   - Why? Because they are saying what the world wants to hear. And what is that? 

Well, if you analyse what they are saying, you will find that running as an undercurrent through everything they say is a basic assumption of the greatness and glory of MAN. That is it in a nutshell!! The world loves to hear man exalted: The world loves to hear how smart, independent and mature we are. How we have "come of age" at last. How we are right on the verge of being able to manipulate every earthly power to our advantage. The world loves to hear how clever we are at solving the problems of earth.

Yet, the earth is in the most astounding and appalling chaos and instability on every side, and it is getting worse! Isn't it amazing that man can have such intellectual pride and arrogance in the face of such appalling failure? 

Yet, that is what the world wants to hear and so the popularity of these false teachers is assured. Isn't it amazing that someone, speaking quite apart from the inspiration of the Word of God, or the Spirit of God, should be so widely believed and accepted? But read a passage from Hosea or Daniel or Isaiah or one of the great prophets who accurately predicts what is coming in human history and people yawn and go to sleep.

Let’s move on to our last verse 6:-“We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.”

Now John starts verse 6 by saying:-"We are of God." Who does he mean? Here he is speaking of the apostles, of which he was one. 

"We apostles"  he says, are "of God." with a special mandate from the Lord. We form a special band of authoritative apostles who were with the Lord Jesus and have been commissioned to the task of declaring authoritatively the full message of Christianity. He who knows God hears us, and he who is not of God does not hear us.    

John could say that the apostles were of God because he, with the other twelve, were one with Jesus Christ. They had entered into a union and a relationship to Him that grew out of hearing His teachings. 

John, himself, you remember, describes this in his Gospel. He says this awareness came to them all rather gradually. They watched Him and listened to Him. They followed Him. They saw the things that He did. They heard the things He said, and gradually there dawned on them, as they listened, an increasing awareness which John records in these words – John 1:14:-“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”

Then, as they observed Him, their faith was weakened and shattered by the dreadful events of the crucifixion. But on the morning of the resurrection their faith was completely restored, ----- almost against their wills. They could hardly believe this incredible and wonderful fact that He who was dead was alive again in a resurrection body. 

But they had to acknowledge it by the evidence their own senses gave them. Here was One who had actually broken through the bonds of death! They saw Him, they handled Him, they spoke with Him and they lived with Him again for 40 days and 40 nights and they were absolutely convinced.

Then, finally, on the day of Pentecost, all doubt was taken away forever when, in the courts of the temple, as the Lord Jesus had promised, the Holy Spirit was poured out upon them. They were commissioned to be the men to begin the task of heralding out this marvellous message to the far corners of the earth. 

That is why John says "we are of God"; therefore, those who know God listen to us. Those who have really been born again are responsive to the Word of God. 

Remember, that was one of the things which encouraged the Apostle Paul when he came into the Greek city of Corinth. He had encountered much opposition there. A rising tide of resistance and antipathy was mounting against him. One night the Lord spoke to him in a vision when he was sorely tempted by discouragement and said to him:-Acts 18:9-10:-

9.  "Do not be afraid, but speak, and do not keep silent; 

10.  "for I am with you, and no one will attack you to hurt you; for I have many people in this city.''

Now what did the Lord mean? These "many people" were not Christians yet. - They were pagans. But they were "of God" in the sense that they were willing to listen. They were open to the Word of God. They were ready to hear what God had to say through the apostle Paul. God was silently at work in their lives, and in His omniscience, He knew that they would ultimately be saved.

So God said in effect, - "Paul, while you go about the city preaching the Word of God, don't worry. Out in that crowd, though you won't be able to tell them from any others, are some in whom my Spirit is working and they will listen to what you have to say. Others will not listen, but those who do listen will come to you." 

This is what Jesus meant when he said, "All that my Father has given Me shall come unto Me," {John 6:38-40}. This is the sign then of truly open hearts. Do they hear the apostolic witness? Do they believe what the apostles have said?

“he who is not of God does not hear us” Fakers, counterfeits and false teachers do not respond to the truth of God. They do not respond to the truth because their hearts are darkened by Satan’s godless world system.

2nd Corinthians 4:4 tells us that Satan has blinded the minds of unbelievers. Why has he done that? Because he does not want them to know the truth about Jesus Christ, and about himself and his nefarious, evil activities. He wants to prevent them from seeing the illuminating light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ, the Messiah. Satan is the culprit behind man’s confusion and blindness.

We can discern whether someone is truly a believer by their attitude to the truth. John 10:26-27:-

26 “But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep, as I said to you. 

27 ‘My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.’

The true believer always responds to the truth of God found in the Word of God. John 8:47:-"He who is of God hears God's words; therefore you do not hear, because you are not of God.''

It is very clear from this verse that the Lord Jesus claimed to speak the very words of God. There could be no misunderstanding of this. 

The Jews showed by the rejection of the Saviour’s message that they did not really belong to God. 

Remember that this fallen world cannot understand nor comprehend the things of God. 1st Corinthians 2:14:-“But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”

The wise Christian does NOT waste their time trying to explain God’s programme through the ages to unbelievers. You might as well try to describe a sunset to a permanently blind man, or discuss nuclear physics to a monument in the park! The “natural” unregenerate man simply cannot comprehend such things.

One might as well try to catch sunbeams with a fish hook as to try to understand God’s Word unassisted by the Holy Spirit! Unless a person is genuinely born of the Holy Spirit and taught by Him, ALL spiritual matters are utterly gobbledegook to him.

John goes on to say that:-“By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error” 

Understanding who is "hearing" or listening to what God has taught us through the apostles, helps us to know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error. If someone sincerely desires an ever- clearer picture of God and listens to what God has said in the Bible, we know they have the spirit of truth. If they do not "hear" it, nor desire it, they have the spirit of error.

And as you are well aware, some very educated, very smart people can still be influenced mightily by the spirit of error. Keeping oneself in the spirit of truth is a spiritual issue.

And two important methods by which we can keep ourselves in the truth are:-

1.  Regular study of God’s Word and      regular prayer.

2.  Clinging to Jesus Christ who is absolute truth, and who said:- "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” (John 14:6)

What John is writing about here is how to know whom to believe, or what to follow. This is the test:- Does it acknowledge the historic Person of Jesus Christ? Does it acknowledge the historical incarnation of the Son of God, - His appearance in history as a Man in the flesh, namely; Jesus Christ? Does it acknowledge that Jesus Christ was and is the divine and unique God-Man of the universe. 

Does it acknowledge that this Jesus of Nazareth, this historical Jesus, this Man who grew up and lived and ate and slept and walked with men, who prayed and taught them, is the Messiah of the Old Testament. 

Does it follow Him? Does it believe in Him? Does it accept the apostolic witness? Does it build on the foundations laid down by the Apostles?

This is the way that we shall know the difference between truth and error today.

PASSAGE - 1st John 4:7-9

1st John 4:7-9

7.  “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 

8.  He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 

9.  In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him.” 

What comes to your mind when you think of the word "power"? 

When you think of power, you might also think of strength. You might think of a force of some kind, such as the power of nature in hurricanes or lightning or floods. You might think of the power of electricity. You may also think of explosive force, such as that which is unleashed in dynamite or nuclear weapons. You may also think of authority that comes from a certain position someone may hold. 

And there may be other images that come to mind as well. Did love come to mind? Although it may not have, it certainly should have! Power and love do go together. In fact, love is the most powerful force in the world! 

I believe that this is not only what the Scriptures teach, it is born out in the experience of all people everywhere. Love is an incredibly powerful force. We all seek to have it. - we all need it. Love is perhaps the most basic human need. 

Someone once said that "Life minus love is zero." 

The great psychiatrist, Karl Menninger, declared that "Love cures people – both the ones who give it and the ones who receive it." 

And we are probably all familiar with the quote by the Roman statesman and philosopher, Lucius Annaeus Seneca, who lived at the time of Jesus Christ. He said, "Better to have loved and lost than not to have loved at all." 

And throughout history people have written about, sung about, and thought about love more than perhaps any other single human need. It has been said that, "What the world needs now is love." But it must be a love that is not false, nor hypocritical. It must be a love that is much more than mushy sentimentality and emotionalism. 

People used to talk about "free-love," which wasn’t free at all. It cost many not only their purity, but also their self-respect and dignity. People try extramarital "love" affairs, only to find that they are misnamed and come with a costly price tag. Sadly, what often passes off for love today is two emotionally unstable people trying to lean on each other. Each is more concerned about his own problems rather than reaching out to the other.  

So what is love really? Why do we long so desperately to be loved, to connect with somebody else and give them love? Love makes us vulnerable to being hurt, misunderstood, embarrassed, or taken advantage of. Love is the most powerful thing in the world with enormous potential to give life, joy, happiness  and  contentment. 

And, of course, all of us long for love though we know that it will have all the risks associated with the possibility of pain, suffering and disillusionment.

So why do we take the risk? How can we understand God's purposes in all this? Why did the Lord make us like Himself, with the capacity to love and the longing to be loved?

That is the subject before us in our passage 1st John 4:7-9. John is in the process of refuting false doctrine so that his readers in Asia Minor might have a clear idea of what true Biblical love is. 

You see, it is impossible for any believer to love with divine love as long as they are under a system of false doctrine. This is because false doctrine always obscures and confuses truth. When a false teacher comes along gushing out mushy sentimentality, some believers buy into it hook, line and sinker because they do not have the Biblical knowledge to see through their lies and deceit.  

Sadly, they operate on the superficial principle of attraction rather than the sound principle of character. Many marriages end in disaster because they based their marriage solely on attraction rather than more important underlying factors for marriage. 

Sooner or later the attraction fades away and there is nothing else there to sustain and carry the relationship. Antagonism or indifference then replaces attraction, and the marriage is on the rocks. Attraction often means that you do not truly know the person. Just as we cannot love someone fully without knowing them, so, we cannot love God without knowing Him.

Our verse 7 commences with the word, “Beloved”. John addresses his comments to believers, - believers of all kinds, whether carnal or spiritual. He often punctuates this epistle with the word “beloved”. His readers are “beloved” regardless of their spiritual condition.  – and so are we with our Heavenly Father.!

John says, “Let us love one another” Verses 7, 11, and 12 of chapter 4 ALL have the phrase "love one another" in them. The words “one another” mean one another of the SAME kind.  

The Greek sentence begins in a striking way: agapetoi agapomen; "those who are loved, - let us love."  This refers to love among believers because they have reciprocal capacity for this special kind of love. They have the agape love of God in them and find that same love in genuine believers. The first thing we need to understand is that this agape love written of here is clearly not the same thing as romantic love. 

We are called upon to choose “Agape” love here. The experience of romantic love is something that doesn't last, and it isn't something that can be commanded. The word “agape” is about something else. Something much higher and purer 

God expects Christians to reciprocate His love by loving other Christians with His love. It is clearly a choice we can make, - a call to obedience that we can respond to. Or, we can choose to be selfish and conform to this world system.

In 1st John 3:16 we have a defining statement of agape love that should help us:- “By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.”

John says that we ought to lay down our lives for our fellow Christians. Not in the same way that Jesus did, for we cannot die for the sins of the whole world, but we can live for one another. The word “ought” means to owe, - to be under obligation or debt. It is a financial term for obligation to a debt.  (Matthew 18:32).  

The words “lay down” come from a Greek word meaning to divest oneself of something such as clothes. Love divests itself of self and gives sacrificially and benevolently to others. It means the giving up of self-interest, the voluntary surrender of the right to meet our own needs in order that we might meet the needs of another. It is the giving up of self in order that we might minister to another person. 

God may never call on us to give our lives physically for others but He clearly calls us to sacrifice for others. "Self-preservation" is the first law of physical life, - but "self-sacrifice" is the first law of spiritual life. We owe something to Christians because we owe something to Christ.

The idea behind this Greek word agape is that this love is the choice of each believer to sacrifice himself for another. To give up his rights to benefit another, to stop being defensive about what he needs and what pleases him and make choices as Jesus did, to live sacrificially for the benefit of another.

Do you realize that each of us has the ability to make a profound difference in another human being’s life just by some little thing that we say or do? Just by a little act of kindness or encouragement, you can make a big difference in another person’s life. 

Love is not to be only for those who are pleasant to us, or who are nice, clever, congenial people that we get on with. We are not to love because people are lovable, but instead, because each person is a unique creation. Every one is a person, capable of a unique relationship to God, and therefore not a thing to be dealt with impersonally or coldly. Each human being is a unique living, breathing, searching creation of God, - a temporary pilgrim on planet earth just like us.

True love is an interest in and a concern for another person, just because he is a person, and for no other reason. It does not matter whether he is rich or poor, black or white, old or young, male or female; it makes absolutely NO difference. He or she is a person.

A high school girl was quoted as saying:-"You know, all my life I've been living life like everyone else. I've been kind to my friends, and polite to strangers, and nasty to all those I didn't like. Until it suddenly dawned on me that Christians are not to be kind only to those who are nice to them, or to their friends. Christians are to be kind to everyone because they are people just like us, and because we're Christians."

That puts it exactly. That is what Biblical, Agape love is.! It takes no notice of what a person is like, or what he does, or how he dresses, or how he looks, or anything about his background. It sees one thing only, and that is:-"Here is another person, another one like me with all the longings, the heartaches, the searchings, the problems, the aspirations, the hopes, dreams, and frustrations of life like ME. Here is another person, struggling as I am to face the problems and difficulties of life. What can I do to help them?" That is love.

In our text we find that love is inextricably linked with God. Our text says that love is of God. And it also says in verse 8 that God is love. What does it mean when it says that love is of God? 

Well, it simply means that God is the SOURCE of real love. True love is based in the very LIFE of God Himself. In other words, there can be no real love without God being behind it. Love has its basis in God. 

And when our text says that God is love it is saying something about the very nature of God Himself. John is telling us here that love is the essential and central attribute of God. 

John R. W. Stott says, "This is the most comprehensive and sublime of all the Biblical affirmations of God's being." t means that at the root of all God does is love. Even His judgments and His condemnations, arrive from love. We need to understand that judgment is not something separate from love. 

If you convince me that a holy, loving God cannot judge a sinful being, then you will also convince me that He cannot love him either. It is inherent in the quality of love to be hostile to that which opposes the thing loved. 

You see that in every mother. Attack a child with the mother present and see how that “mother-love” flames out in immediate resentment, opposition, and antagonism to all that threatens her loved one. 

God's love is the same. Inherent in God's love is the quality of judgment. God is a purifying fire, consuming and burning away the dross in order that He might preserve the gold. That, incidentally, is how the book of Hebrews describes Him in Hebrews 12:29:- "For our God is a consuming fire," 

God is very much characterized by love. In fact, this is so true that it defines those who belong to God. 

Our text here gives us this test for determining who has been born of God and for who knows God. Because God is love, those of us who claim to know God should live lives characterized by that same love. If love is of God, then we who claim to be born of God, and claim to know God, must be able to love one another in the body of Christ.

John's argument is, - if the life of God is present in us, then the love of God will be there too. As recipients of God’s love, God expects us to radiate His love to others. Absence of any capacity to love with divine love is evidence that that person is not born again, or that he is in a condition of sinful carnality.  

Both non-Christians and carnal Christians can love with HUMAN love but they cannot love with DIVINE love. But the believer in fellowship produces a love that transcends human love. Since God is love, and we have claimed a personal relationship with God, we must of necessity reveal His love in how we live. A child of God has been "born of God," and therefore he shares God's divine nature and knows God experientially. Since "God is love," Christians ought to love one another. The logic is unanswerable! 

John concludes verse 7 by saying that we prove that we have been born of God when we manifest God’s love to others. And this person “knows God” John says.

There are several different words in the ancient Greek language translated "know" into English. This specific word for “knows” (ginosko) is the word for a knowledge by experience. 

In the Bible, the word know has a much deeper meaning than simply intellectual understanding. For example, the verb know is used to describe the intimate union of husband and wife in Genesis 4:1. To know God means to be in a deep and fulfilling relationship to Him - to share His life and enjoy His love. This knowing is not simply a matter of understanding facts; - it is a matter of perceiving and accepting Biblical truth.  (cf. 1st John 2:3-5). 

We must understand our verse 8 in this light. “He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.”

If everyone who loves with God’s special Agape love is born of God, does that mean that every display of love comes only from a Christian? No, it doesn’t. How can we explain acts of love from non-Christians?

It is because men are created in the image of God; And even though this image has been defaced and marred by the Fall, it has not been destroyed - they still have the capacity to love.

But this human love, however noble and however highly motivated, falls short if it refuses to include the Father and Son as the supreme objects of its affection. Certainly many unsaved people love their families and even sacrifice for them. And no doubt many of these same people have some kind of intellectual understanding of God. What, then, do they lack? 

They lack a personal experience of God. They have not been born spiritually from above which means that it is impossible for them to express God’s Agape love. 

An unbeliever can only express one type of love; - human love. But a Christian has the capacity to express two types of love; human love and God’s very special Agape love.

A Christian ought to become what God is, and "God is love." To argue otherwise is to prove that one does not really know God! The fact that Christians love one another is evidence of their fellowship with God and their sonship from God, -----and it is also evidence that they are progressively coming to know and experience God more and more. 

John is saying that when we really experience God, we are born of God and one way by which it will show is by our love for one another. This is because the very source of love is God Himself. 

John says that, “love is of God and God is love.” But how do we really know that God is love? It’s one thing to say it, and it’s quite another to see it. We don’t want to simply hear about love, we want to see love demonstrated

I’m reminded of a story. Dr. H. A. Ironside used to tell of a woman who came to him and said:-"I don't have any use for the Bible and for all this Christian superstition. It's enough for me to know that God is love." 

He said to her, "Well, do you know that?" She said, "Of course I know that, I've known it all my life." "Well," he said, "do you think that everyone knows that?" "Oh, yes," she said, "everyone knows God is love." 

"Well," he said, "do you think that woman over in India, who is persuaded by her religion to take her little child and throw it into the river as an offering to the crocodiles, has any concept or idea that God is love?" She said, "Well, no, but that's mere superstition." 

"Do you think that that savage in Africa, bowing down to his idols of wood and stone, trembling with fear lest they should strike back at him and destroy his crops and take away his children and even injure his own person, - do you think he has any idea that God is love?" he asked. She said, "No, but in every civilized country we know that God is love." 

"Well," he said, "how do we know that? How do we know that God is love? Do the ancients teach this? Do the other religions of earth teach that God is love, and show that God is love? 

Let me tell you something. Do you know that the only reason we know that God is love is because He sent His Son and manifested Himself as love? The book that tells about the Lord Jesus Christ is the only book in the world that contains the idea that the God behind all created matter is a God of love? 

Creation reveals His power, His greatness, and His might, - but there is nothing in nature that says, 'God is love.' The only way we know it is that God manifested His love in the giving of His dearly beloved Son, Jesus Christ."

And John moves on to declare this in Verses 9 and 10:-

9.  “In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 

10.  In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 

We find the proof of God’s unilateral and unconditional love in His sending His Son into this world to die for our sin. God’s love for His Son existed for all eternity but He manifested His love for us by sending His Son to earth to die for our sins. God now shows how He demonstrates His love.  

Love always gives its best. There was nothing better God the Father could give to lost humanity than the gift of the Son of God Himself. As Paul describes it in 2nd Corinthians 9:15, Jesus was the Father’s indescribable and inexpressible gift.

It might have shown enough love that the Father sent the Son, and not some lower-grade angel. But He sent His dearly beloved Son, not on a fact-finding mission, or merely a mission of compassion, – He sent the Son to die a cruel death for our sins. If God had merely sent Jesus to teach us about Himself, that would have been wonderful enough. It would have been far more than we deserved.! 

If God had sent Jesus simply to be our example, that would have been good, too, and would have had some value; but the wonderful thing is that God did not stop with these but rather sent His Son, not merely to teach or to be our example, but to die the death of a criminal, that He might save us from sin." (Boice)

His best demonstration of His love is in sending His Son to die for our sins. – to pay the price and the penalty for our sins that we could never pay. The fact that God sent His Son into the world is one evidence of the deity of Jesus Christ. 

Babies are not sent into the world from some other place; - they are born into the world. As the perfect Man, Jesus was born into the world, but as the eternal Son, He was sent into the world. But the sending of Christ into the world, and His death on the cross, were not prompted by man's love for God. They were prompted by His love for man. 

The world's attitude toward God is anything but love! God’s love is not motivated by any worthiness in us, - God’s love is motivated by His own character. (Romans 5:5-9)

If you want to see love demonstrated, look at Jesus Christ. He is the evidence of God’s love. He is the demonstration of God’s love. 

Listen again to John’s words in our text:-“In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him.” 

God “sent” His Son into the world. The word “sent” carries the idea of sent on a specific mission. God sent His Son on the special mission to pay for our sins, to reveal the Father, to destroy the work of Satan and to reconcile us to God the Father. (John 3:17,34; 5:36-37; 7:29; 8:42; 10:36; 17:3,18; 20:21).  

We can think of someone paying a great price to save someone deserving, someone good, someone noble, someone who had done much for them. But God did all this for rebels, - for sinners, - for those who had turned their backs on Him and hated Him. The act of God sending His Son into the world does not imply that Jesus was reluctant to come into the world to die for our sins.  

On the contrary, He was willing to come. (Romans 5:8).“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

The standard of God’s love is ultimate sacrifice. We measure the standard of God’s love by the extent to which He loved us.  Jesus said in John 15:13 that:- "Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.”

He loved us to the point of sacrificing His life on the cross for our sins. God sets the pace of sacrificial love. God's love could not be demonstrated without sacrifice on His part.  

We show love especially when we sacrifice for one another. When we sacrifice our pride or time or money for someone else, we demonstrate that God’s love resides in us. God’s love for us enables us to love others in a special, self-sacrificing way. 

Most of us are selfish and self-centred and we do not have time for others. We do not want to bother with other people’s problems. 

But when God’s love is allowed to flow through our lives, all that changes. We begin to see others differently. We begin to show an interest in them and care for them. 

John says that God sent, “His only begotten Son into the world, John is careful to call Jesus the “only begotten” Son. The words “only begotten” pertain to what is unique in the sense of being the only one of the same kind or class – in other words, - unique. This special term means that Jesus and the Father are of the same substance, the same essential Being.

We use the term “create” to describe something that may come from someone, but isn’t of the same essential nature or being. For example, a man can create a statue that looks just like him, but it will never be human. However, we use the term “beget” to describe something that is exactly the same as us in essential nature and being. 

We are adopted sons and daughters of God by redemption. But we are not of the same essential nature and being as God – we are human beings. 

But Jesus is the only begotten Son, meaning His Sonship is vastly different than ours. He was and is of the same essential nature and being as God the Father. We are human beings; - He is a "God-being" – who added humanity to His deity. The Son of God is one of a kind. He is the great unlike, incomparable to anyone else.

God calls His Son “only begotten” five times in the New Testament. All five times occur in John’s writings, four in the Gospel of John and once in his first epistle. “Only begotten” speaks of Jesus’ uniqueness rather than His origin. Jesus is the one-of-a-kind Agent of the Father, and He is the Father’s plan for man’s salvation.  

God did not have another Son. John 1:14; 18:-

“14. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth… 

18 No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.”

God certainly has shown us what true love looks like. In Christ we see the depth of His love and His great compassion for us. Christ came because God loves us. Christ came because God is love. Christ came because God saw our need for love and did something about it.

Think of how difficult this was! Christ left His throne of glory knowing that He would have to offer the sacrifice of His life in order to save us from the penalty of our sins. Christ humbled Himself for us by emptying Himself and taking on a human body of flesh. Christ gave Himself daily for us as He walked the dusty roads of Palestine ministering to people. And finally Christ offered Himself up willingly as a sacrifice for our sins, enduring the shame and humiliation of the Cross and suffering its terrible pain.

John said that Christ became an atoning sacrifice for our sins. And John says that He did that so that we might live through Him. He died for us. This is agape love for the unlovely! 

When we were strangers, alienated from God and lost in our sins, God still loved us. When the world shows itself full of self-debasement, hatred, and destruction; God is still love. When we have been wronged by a friend, or even a brother, God is still love. 

John 3:16 begins with the words, "For God so loved the world..." What world? Why, this world of humanity that you and I are part of. The world made up of men and women like you, and like me. The world that consists of the people who fill the pages of our newspapers with the murderous, ugly reports that are so abounding these days.

Did he pour out the fires of wrath upon a world so repulsively ugly as that? Oh, no. He responded with the most costly of all loves: He gave Himself, He sent His Son on a mission to die for us. In the Person of His Son, God Himself came and lived among us and died upon a cross of shame in the very world His hands had made.

Why?  -  As John says, "that we might live through Him." The word “that” expresses purpose. 

God found a way to restore fallen mankind to Himself, and for man to fulfil the destiny for which God had originally created him. Without God’s purpose of sending His unique Son, the one-and-only Son, into the world to save us, we would be spiritually lost and subject to the Second Death, - eternal death.

John says that God went to extraordinary lengths so that “we might live through Him.” John sets the word “live” in stark contrast to the idea of spiritual death. God loved us so that we could experience eternal life, His very own life. God loved us that we might share His life and eternally live with Him in Heaven.  

Physical life came through creation but spiritual life only comes through faith in the Person and work of Jesus Christ. God fully manifested His unconditional love to us at Calvary. He died for our benefit. He died so that we could live. 

What greater love could ever be shown? How could anyone look at that sacrifice and not see the very love of God? We should never be able to say to God, "Show me!" He has shown us. - Look at the Cross! 

Do you not see there the love of God? Consider Jesus hanging there in agony and pain. Consider the crown of thorns pressed down upon His bleeding brow. Consider the stakes driven through His hands and feet. Consider the beating He had already endured, ripping flesh from bone, so much so that He was virtually unrecognizable. Consider what He suffered for us. 

He did it all because He loved you! That is the love of God demonstrated. The full manifestation of God’s love was revealed at Calvary. 

It was not the power of Rome, nor the rebellion of the Jews which lead Jesus Christ to the cross. It was the amazing love of God. We need no more proof than this. We can see God’s love clearly in that cross of shame.  

Is that not pure and magnificent love? Does that not grip you and stir you? Does that not convince you of the sheer magnitude of God’s love for you? 

He did it that all the chains of fear, hate and evil which bind us and shackle us might be broken. He did it that all these powerful forces within us might be subdued and brought under control, and fighting, bickering, and abuse might cease between human beings. 

He did it because He wanted to free you from the bondage of Satan, sin and fear. That is why Jesus Christ willingly stepped into our world and into our time to pay the debt that we could never pay.

God sent His Son to die for us because of His immeasurable love for humanity. That is why the Son of God came. John says that if you want to measure love, use this as your standard. John 3:16-17:-

16.  "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

17.  "For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.”

Now that is the measure of love. The motive for OUR love is this love of God for us and in us. Whoever loves like God loves, - proves that he is a child of God. True Christian love, energised and poured out into our hearts by the Holy Spirit enables us to sacrifice for others and not live in fear, nor be afraid. “Beloved, let us love one another.”

PASSAGE - 1st John 4:10-12:

1st John 4:10-12:-

10.  “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation {the atoning Sacrifice} for our sins. 

11.  Beloved, if God so loved us {so very much}, we also ought to love one another. 

12.  No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us.”  {is brought to completion in us}

We have been studying why love is such an important part of the life that is real. We have seen that love is a valid test of our fellowship and our sonship because "God is love." Love is part of the very being and nature of God. 

If we are united to God through faith in Christ, we share His nature. And since His nature is love, love is the test of the reality of our spiritual life. 

A navigator depends on a compass to help him determine his course. But why a compass? Because it shows him his directions. And why does the compass point North? Because it is so constituted that it responds to the magnetic field that is part of the earth's makeup. The compass is responsive to the nature of the earth. 

So with Christian love. The nature of God is love. And a person who knows God and has been born of God will respond to God's nature. As a compass naturally points North, a believer will naturally practice love because love is the nature of God. This love will not be a forced response; it will be a natural response. 

A believer's love for the brethren will be proof of his sonship and fellowship. It’s one of the features of being truly born again. Verses 7, 11, and 12 of chapter 4 ALL have the phrase "love one another" in them. And, as we saw in the previous section, the words “one another” mean one another of the SAME kind.  

Verses 9 and 10 are parallel to each other. Verse 9 says this is how love was manifested, or shown among us; When God loves, He loves a world. When God gives, He gives His dearly beloved and only begotten Son. IF we are to comprehend the love of God, we must look to Calvary. It was there that Christ embraces the world of lost sinners, with stretched out arms and bleeding palms. 

A picture once showed a nail being driven into the flesh of Christ with His hand clenched in anguish. The caption under it simply read, "God loves us so much . . . it hurts." So, verse 9 shows us just how God demonstrated His incredible and amazing love to us. 

Both verse 9 and 10 highlight the Father's sending His Son, - the extraordinary expense that He went to, tearing His heart apart as for the first time in eternity Father and Son experienced separation from one another. 

Now, in verse 10 John expands even further on this matter and says this is what love is. Love is not only defined by the sacrifice of Jesus; it is also defined by the giving of the Father. It was a tremendous  sacrifice for the Father to send the Second Person of the Trinity, and it was a sacrifice to pour out the judgment we deserved upon God the Son.

We need to appreciate this fully, and receive the Fatherly love God has to give us. Some of us, for whatever reason, have come to think of God the Father as aloof and mean, perhaps the so-called "angry God" of the Old Testament. 

In this wrong thinking, many imagine they prefer the nice and loving Jesus instead of the Father. But the Father loves us too; and the love Jesus showed in His ministry was the same love God the Father has towards us. This universal ignorance of the Father is inexcusable.

Jesus mentioned Him well over 200 times during His earthly ministry. The love spoken of in John 3:16 refers to the Father’s love. (“For God (the Father) so loved the world that He….” Christian love is a special kind of love. 

1st John 4:10 may be translated: "In this way is seen the true love." 

There is a false, hypocritical love, and this kind of love God totally rejects. Love that is born out of the very essence of God must be spiritual and holy, because "God is spirit", "God is light." and God is holy. This true love is "poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us" (Romans 5:5, NASB). Love, therefore, is a valid test of true Christian faith. 

John opens verse 10 with the words, “In this is Love..” God took the initiative to reach out to fallen man in love. God's love does not originate from our emotions or efforts. Stamped forever in human history, the greatest sign of love is a bloody cross. 

If you have ever been to that cross and seen the love of God manifested there, you never can go back to a life of selfish indulgence and quarrelling behaviour. John says, “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us.” We should be under no illusions here.

God’s love was not shown to us because WE first loved Him. We did not; - in fact, we were His enemies and hated Him! His love was not in response to man’s love but was initiated wholly within Himself. It was always His plan from eternity to do this. Because of His love, He has geared all of creation to meeting the needs of mankind. 

Until man's sin brought creation under bondage, man had on earth a perfect home in which to love and serve God. Man’s sin has separated him from God and had created a barrier which man in his own efforts could not cross. So God took the initiative to reach out to fallen man in love in spite of our bitter antagonism toward Him. 

And how did He demonstrate His amazing love? God took the initiative in sending His precious Son to die for the sins of the world and break down the barrier between man and God. Let’s face it! It is not our nature to spontaneously love God or others. We did not take the initiative in love, God did.  

And this wonderful love from God should cause a reply of love in us. Two purposes are given by John here for Christ's death on the cross:- That we might live through Him (v9) and that He might be the propitiation for our sins. (verse 10). 

His death was not an accident; - it was an appointment divinely decreed by God in eternity past. He did not die as a weak martyr, but as a mighty conqueror. 

The Bible teaches that Jesus Christ died that we might LIVE "through Him" (1st John 4:9), “For Him” (2nd Corinthians 5:15) and “with” Him. (1st Thessalonians 5:9-10) A sinner's desperate need is for eternal life, because without it, he remains "dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph. 2:1). 

It is something of a paradox that Christ had to die so that we may live! We can never probe the mystery of His death, but this we know: - we live by faith in the Son of God, who loved us and gave Himself for us. (Gal. 2:20).

Will you notice, in Verse 10, the linking of love and propitiation? “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation {the atoning Sacrifice} for our sins. 

The death of Jesus Christ is described as a "propitiation." Propitiation is the work of the Lord Jesus Christ by which He appeases the wrath of God and completely satisfied the demands of God’s justice by His sacrificial death on that cruel Roman cross of shame. Without this sacrifice, our holy God would otherwise be offended by our sin and would demand that we pay the penalty for it.

There are those who tell us that God's love is comparable to that of an indulgent grandfather, - that He loves us so much that He will let us get away with anything. They say that He will forgive our misdemeanours solely on the basis of His kindness and generosity to us. They say that He will not demand our accountability, nor will His love ever insist on any punishment for our sins. They believe that because of His great love, He will just turn a blind eye and sweep everything under the carpet! 

These people are talking about the wrong god! They are very much confused! They are talking about Satan whom Jesus called the god and ruler of this world and the father of lies who does not possess this love.

But God the Father, whose very essence is love, cannot compromise the demands of the other attributes of His essence such as His justice and His righteousness without forfeiting His perfection. Therefore, it is impossible for Him to excuse sin or to turn a blind eye to it! That’s why John is saying in verse 10:- "In this is love, not that we loved God but that He loved us, and"  And what?? "sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins." 

God’s way of salvation pivots on the substitution of Christ’s death for our eternal death. He took our eternal death that we might have His eternal life. We receive His eternal life by trusting His death to forgive our sins.

He came to satisfy justice, to meet the demands of a broken Law, to pay the full debt of our sins and to satisfy the penalty of our sins. It all must be met; it cannot be ignored. God cannot wink at our sins and sweep them under the carpet. Someone had to pay the price for sin. We needed Someone who was without any sin, so that He could qualify to take our sin upon Himself.

But He would need to be Someone who is of such infinite value that His life would be of equal or greater value than ALL who would ever be born on earth. That’s why the Father sent His only Son to earth! He, and He alone, perfectly fulfils all of those requirements. The only person who could totally satisfy the demands of a perfect and holy God was Jesus Christ.  

But would He be willing to give His life to a sinful and rebellious world antagonistic to His own Father? Do you remember what Jesus said before He went to the cross? John 15: 13:-"Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends.”

Jesus took our hell that we might have His heaven. He personally paid the penalty for the sins we committed. We should remember that Propitiation is something God does to make it possible for men to be forgiven and restored to fellowship with Him. 1st Peter 3:18:- For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit,”

"God is holy," and therefore He must uphold His holy Law. But God is also love, and therefore He wants to forgive and save sinners. How can God forgive sinners and still be consistent with His holy nature? The answer is the cross! There Jesus Christ bore the punishment for our sins and met the just demands of the holy Law. 

But there, also, God reveals His tremendous love and makes it possible for men to be saved by faith in His Son, Jesus Christ. It is important to note that the emphasis is on the death of Christ, not on His birth. God does not save us by the life of Christ but by the death of Christ. Only Christ’s death can satisfy the demands of an absolutely holy and righteous God. There was simply no other way.!!

The fact that Jesus was "made flesh" is certainly evidence of God's grace and love, but the fact that He was "made sin" for us is beyond our understanding and comprehension. 2nd Corinthians 5:21:- “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”

We must be careful not to get the idea that on the cross of Calvary the Lord Jesus Christ actually became sinful in Himself. Such an idea is totally false and blasphemous. Our sins were placed ON  Him, but they were never IN Him. Isn’t it staggering to know that God made His precious Son to be a sin offering on OUR behalf.

By placing our faith and trust in Him, we are forgiven and receive the very righteousness of God by imputation. The example of Christ, the teachings of Christ, the whole earthly life of Christ, find their true meaning and fulfilment in the blood-stained cross of Calvary. 

Let’s move on to our verse 11:- “Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” 

God’s Agape love for us presents strong implications of responsibility on our part. God’s love demands a response from us. You see, God desires for His love to be duplicated IN us.

Our text instructs us that since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. As we love one another, our lives are reflecting the very love of God. And this is how others will see God’s love – through us! 

You see, while God’s demonstration of His love through the death of Jesus Christ is a bold fact of history, many people will never look at that historical fact until they can see God’s love manifested in OUR lives. We are His children and His representatives on earth. The world is looking at US for evidence that there IS a God of love. Does your life declare that to the world?

Verse 11 is the answer to every lame excuse on our part which says:- "Oh, I just can't love that person. You don't know what she's like. If you had to live with her (or him) as I have to, you wouldn't be able to love her, either."  No, no. John argues, "Beloved, if God so loved us ." 

All lame excuses for not loving others will not stand the scrutiny of God’s unconditional, unalterable, inimitable love for sinners. 

If you have experienced this kind of love. If you have been to the cross and have felt the overwhelming cleansing of God's love for you, - despite the antagonism and hatefulness you have shown Him, and your wanting to do whatever you like. If you have felt the cleansing grace of God wiping that all out without any recriminations, or calling up of the past, forgetting and forgiving it all. Then as John says, you not only can love someone else but you "ought to" -- you owe it. 

The word “ought” suggests the idea of duty. We owe love to fellow Christians for God’s sake and for the sake of His love for us. This is why Paul could say in Romans 1:14:  "I am a debtor to every man," (“I owe something to everybody.”)

And he himself said later on in that very epistle, in Romans 13:8:-“Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the law.” We owe it, because we have been purchased and released from the slave market of sin through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on our behalf.

How can a Christian who is God’s child NOT love someone God his Father loves? If God loved us without our loving Him, then we ought to love others without their loving us. 

Jesus sacrificed Himself for sinners, not saints. He sacrificed Himself for a world in rebellion that hated Him. Yet, while in great pain on that cross of shame He was still able to cry out to the Father in love saying:- “Father forgive them; for they know not what they do.” (Luke 23:34). Unless we possess God’s life within us, we cannot love like Him.  

Now IF you do not have the life of God, of course, you cannot love one another like this. Do not try -- admit that you cannot. Above all, do not come up with the shabby, shoddy, sleazy imitation of love that is nice to another's face and cuts them to death behind their backs. That is not love. Unless you have the life of God, you cannot love with God’s love. 

But IF you have received the very life of God, you can love like this and you ought to do it. God, IN you, can love through you and will love through you IF you allow Him to do so. All He is waiting for is the acquiescence of your will, your willingness to love; then He will do the loving in and through you to the world. 

This pattern of receiving from God, then giving to others was familiar to the apostle John. (John 13:14) When Jesus washed the dirty, sweaty feet of the disciples, and showed such great love and humility to them, we might have expected Him to conclude by pointing to His own feet and asking who among them was going to do for Him what He had just done for them!  Instead, Jesus said in John 13:14-15:- 

14.  "If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 

15.  "For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you.”

The proper way to love God in response to His love for us is to let His Agape love flow though you to others. This love flowing through you will lead to practical action. 

"Has anybody offended you? Seek reconciliation with them.  ‘Oh, but I am the offended party.’ 

So was God, and He went straight away and sought reconciliation with those who had no time for Him. You must do the same. 

‘Oh, but I have been insulted and maligned.’ 

So was God: - all the bitterness, hatred and contempt was towards Him, yet He still sent His beloved Son to die for you. 

‘Oh, but the other party is so unworthy.’ 

So are you; - but ‘God loved you and prepared His only begotten Son as the sacrificial Lamb of God to die on a cross of shame as your Substitute.

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. If we do not love one another, how can we say that we have received the love of God and have been born of Him? God’s love in and through us is the proof we are taught to look for. 

We must love with the attitude of a sinner saved by grace. “I do not deserve God’s love but He loves me anyway. My fellow Christian may not deserve my love but I love him anyway”.

You know, the experience of loving unlovely,  undeserving people is the best way to remind us of who WE are. We are also the unlovely and undeserving ones who received exactly that sort of love from God. 

This all brings to mind what Jesus once said to a man who was His host: Luke 14:12-14:-

12.  “Then He also said to him who invited Him, "When you give a dinner or a supper, do not ask your friends, your brothers, your relatives, nor your rich neighbours, lest they also invite you back, and you be repaid. 

13.  "But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind. 

14.  "And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just.''  

The banquet Jesus is describing here is an apt simile for “LIFE”. Jesus took this occasion to enunciate the great principle of Christianity that we are studying this morning. That is, that we should love those who are unlovely, and who cannot repay us.

Do we seek out only people who might pay us back? Do we love only people who are very likely to love us? Do we befriend only people whose friendship will be to our advantage? 

God didn't.!!    He loved people who were dying and lost. He loved people even though they were antagonistic and indifferent toward Him. He sent his Son for those who needed cleansing. 

God sent his Son for people who were spiritually dead and He made them spiritually alive. God sent his Son for those who were guilty and He healed their guilt and made them clean.

So John's argument is, "Since God loved us that way, we ought to love one another that way." The call for us as His children and His followers is to love people who aren't nice, who aren't going to make our lives easier, who aren't going to add to our stature. And who probably aren’t even going to appreciate it.

But that should never concern us! The deeper we go into the meaning of the Cross, the greater will be our love for Christ and the greater our active concern for one another. 

Do we know the Lord as He is? Do we see ourselves as we are? If so, then the call to love one another makes more and more sense. 

Let’s now look at our final verse in this passage, - verse 12:-“No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us.” 

Verse 12 declares a great and daring concept. It recognizes that God is invisible and no man has ever seen God. How true this is. No one has ever seen God except through theophanies which are physical manifestation of God. Each theophany was a manifestation of Christ in pre-incarnate form. It was not God the Father made visible. 

There are many things in our world which we do not see, but we can see what they produce. We cannot see the wind, but we can see what is blown along by it. We cannot see electricity, but we can see a glowing light which it generates. We cannot see the atom, but we have seen the effects when one is split. 

So we cannot see God but we can see His effect -- love. It is this love of God seen IN us which will speak more volumes to the lost world than any words we could articulate. 

You know, there is a sense in which it is possible to say, I have never seen you, and you have never seen me. You see this tabernacle, this shabby, rather tattered tent in which I live. But you have not seen me, and I have not seen you. Men, like God, are spirits and invisible. I can feel the force of your personality, and I can certainly see that there is a person living in that tent you are in, but I have not seen you, and you have not seen me. 

So, no man has ever seen God, at any time. God is Spirit, and therefore invisible. Therefore, the love of God cannot be demonstrated in nature and cannot be made visible in God's creation.

Well, WHERE is it made visible? This is the exciting part! God has said something TO us, and God has done something FOR us. But all this is preparation for a third great fact: - God does something IN us! 

We are not merely students reading a book, or spectators watching a deeply moving event. We are participants in the great drama of God's love! 

In our verse 12 we discover what God had in mind when He devised His grace plan of salvation. To begin with, God's desire is to live in us. He is not satisfied simply to tell us that He loves us, OR, even show us that He loves us. His ultimate desire is to live in us!

It is interesting to trace God's dwelling places as recorded in the Bible. In the beginning, God had fellowship with man in a personal, direct way, but SIN broke that fellowship. (Gen. 3:8) It was necessary for God to shed the blood of animals to cover the sins of Adam and Eve so that they might come back into His fellowship. 

One of the key words in the Book of Genesis is the word, “walked”. God walked with men, and men walked with God. Enoch, Noah, and Abraham are said to have walked with God. (Genesis 5:22;  6:9; 17:1; 24:40).

But by the time of the events recorded in Exodus, a change had taken place. God did not simply walk with men, He lived, or dwelt with them. God's commandment to Israel in Exodus 25:8 was:-"And let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them" 

The first of those sanctuaries was the tabernacle. When Moses dedicated it, the Shekinah glory of God came down and moved into the tabernacle.    (Exodus 40:33-35). The Shekinah glory of God is the visible manifestation of the Presence of God. God dwelt in the tabernacle, but He did not dwell in the bodies of the individual Israelites. 

Unfortunately, the nation sinned and God's glory departed. (1st Sam. 4:21). But God used Samuel and David to restore the nation, and Solomon built God a magnificent temple. When the temple was dedicated, once again the Shekinah glory of God came to dwell in the land.   (1st Kings 8:1-11). 

But history repeated itself, and Israel disobeyed God and was taken into Captivity. The magnificent temple was destroyed. One of the prophets of the Captivity, Ezekiel, saw the Shekinah glory of God depart from it.  (Ezek. 8:4; 9:3; 10:4; 11:22-23). 

Many centuries later a 2nd temple was built but the Shekinah glory of God did not dwell in it. Did the Shekinah glory ever return? Yes - in the Person of God's Son, Jesus Christ! John 1:14: "And the Word {Christ, the eternal Son of God} became flesh, and tabernacled among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. " The Shekinah glory of God dwelt on earth in the body of Jesus Christ, for His body was the temple of God. (John 2:18-22). 

But wicked men nailed His body to a  cruel Roman cross of shame. They crucified "the Lord of glory". (1st Corinthians. 2:8). But all this was part of God's thrilling grace plan of salvation for mankind. Christ arose from the dead, returned to heaven, and sent the Holy Spirit to permanently dwell in God’s children. 

The amazing thing is that the glory of God now lives in the bodies of God's children. 1st Corinthians 6:19:- (NASB) "Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?" 

The Shekinah glory of God departed from the tabernacle and the temple when Israel disobeyed God, but Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit will abide in us forever. (John 14:16). 

With this background, we can better understand what our verse 1st John 4:12 is saying to us. 

In speaking of God the Father, Paul wrote in 1st Timothy 1:17:-“Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible……;” 

Jesus declared of God the Father that:- "God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.'' meaning that God the Father has no tangible body which may be seen. (John 4:24)

But in Colossians 1:15, Jesus is said to be "the image of the invisible God" Jesus Himself said that to know Him was to know the Father, and to SEE the Lord Jesus was to see the Father. 

This doesn’t mean that God the Father and Jesus Christ are the same Person. There are 3 distinct Persons in the Godhead, but there is only 1 God. John 14:7-9:-

7.  "If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him.'' 

8.  Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.'' 

9.  Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, `Show us the Father'? By taking on Himself a human body, Jesus was able to reveal God the Father to us. 

But Jesus is no longer here on earth. How, then, does the eternal, immortal, invisible God reveal Himself to the world now? He reveals Himself through the lives of His children. People may not be able to see God, but they can and do see US.

If we love one another, the invisible God becomes visible in our love! How stupendous that now WE must be God’s answer to man’s deep need to see Him! 

Imagine the wonder and the privilege of having God abiding in you! The Old Testament Israelite would look with wonder and awe at the tabernacle or temple, because the Presence of God, the Shekinah glory was in that building. No man would dare to enter the holy of holies, where God was enthroned in glory! But we have God's Spirit living in us! 

We abide in this love, and we experience the abiding of God in us. John 14:23:- "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.”  God's love is proclaimed in the Word ("God is love") and proved at the cross. 

But here at the end of our verse 12, we have something deeper: - God's love is perfected in the believer. Fantastic as it may seem, God's love is not made perfect in angels, but in sinners saved by His grace. What John says is that God's love, - this love pouring out from this amazing Being whose concern for the vast billions on earth is individual, each one wrapped in his amazing love; - this love is perfected only when it becomes visible in US. 

Is that not amazing? Does that not grip you and stir you? God's love reaches its ultimate and final conclusion when it becomes visible in US. It is an incomplete thing and therefore, unreachable, incomprehensible, UNTIL it finds its manifestation in a living human being, in flesh and blood, incarnate again in you and in me.!!

Here is a world dying for such love. The word is on everyone's lips, they are talking about it on every side, thereby indicating the vast, surging hunger of the human heart. 

And we are the only channels by which the divine love the world is desperately searching for can ever be loosed among humanity. We are never intended to be terminals of God’s blessings, but CHANNELS only.

God’s wonderful love is given to us, not that we might hoard it for ourselves, but that it might be poured out through us to others! We Christians are now the tabernacles and temples in which God dwells. He reveals His love through us and He then becomes visible in this love.

The life of a Christian who abides in God's marvellous love is a potent witness for God in the world. Men cannot see God, but they can see His love moving US to deeds of help, care, benevolence, kindness and self-sacrifice. The world will not believe that God loves sinners until they see His love at work in His children's lives. 

A Salvation Army worker found a derelict woman alone on the street and invited her to come into the chapel for help, but the woman refused to move. The worker assured her: "We love you and want to help you.  God loves you. Jesus died for you." But the woman did not budge. 

As if on divine impulse, the Army woman leaned over and kissed the derelict woman on the cheek, taking her into her arms. The woman began to sob, and like a child was led into the chapel, where she ultimately embraced Jesus Christ as her Lord and Saviour. "You told me that God loved me," she said later, "but it wasn't till you showed me that God loved me that I wanted to be saved." 

Jesus did not simply preach the love of God; He proved it by giving His life on the cross. He expects His followers to manifest in their lives this same type of Calvary love to the world. When we do, the immortal, invisible God becomes visible to men.

PASSAGE - 1st John 4:13-17

1st John 4:13-17

13.  “By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 

14.  And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Saviour of the world. 

15.  Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 

16.  And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. 

17.  Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world.” 

In the last passage, in studying this outstanding discourse on love here, we saw what true love really is, what godlike love is. It is the acceptance of another person because he is a person, regardless of whether he is dressed the right way, has the right status in society,- belongs to the same class that we do, - has the same colour of skin, - or whatever. 

Love is the acceptance of an individual simply because he or she is an individual. – a fellow member of the human race. God loves us warts and all, and He wants us to love others in the same way. 

That reminds me of a rather humorous story told by Chuck Swindoll. In his book, “Strike The Original Match”, Chuck Swindoll tells the story about a man who fell in love with an opera singer. This man was in love although he hardly knew her, since his only view of the singer was through binoculars – from the third balcony. But he was convinced he could live "happily ever after" married to a voice like that. 

He scarcely noticed that she was considerably older than he, nor did he care that she walked with a limp. He felt that her mezzo-soprano voice alone would take them through whatever might come along in life. After a whirlwind romance and a hurry-up ceremony, they were off to their honeymoon together.

She began to prepare for their first night together. But as he watched, there was a dull thud as his chin dropped to the floor. He watched in stunned silence as she plucked out her glass eye and plopped it into a container on the nightstand. She then pulled off her wig, ripped off her false eyelashes, yanked out her dentures, unstrapped her artificial leg, and smiled at him as she slipped off her glasses that hid her hearing aid. Stunned and horrified, he gasped, "For goodness sake, woman, sing, sing, SING!"

In our message last week we spoke about the power of love. This gentleman with the Opera singer is certainly going to need his share of that power. 

But love really is powerful. As we have said before, LOVE is the most powerful force in the universe. Last week, in verse 12, John said:- “No one has seen God at any time. {but}  If we love one another, God abides in us, {lives and remains in us} and His love has been perfected in us.”

It is these two themes -- God's abiding in us and the perfecting of His love -- which form the subject of John's final discussion of this theme of maintaining love.

John opens verse 13 with the words, “By this we know” By beginning with the words “by this”, John ties the thought of this verse directly to the previous verse. We can know by experience that we live in God, - IF His love has been perfected in us. And we know that His love has been perfected in us IF we love one another.

Plainly, a Christian can say “we know”. One doesn’t have to merely "hope" one is saved, and "hope" they will make it to heaven, and have no assurance of salvation before they pass from this world to the next.  - No! We CAN know, and we can know NOW, on this side of eternity!

You will recall that this chapter 4 began with a warning against wrong belief. "Test the spirits," John said in verse 1. "Don't believe every voice that speaks in the name of Jesus these days, but test the spirits, whether they be of God." 

There is one supreme test, doctrinally. There must be an acknowledgment that Jesus is the Christ, that He has come in the flesh. Jesus of Nazareth is identical with and indivisible from that promised Messiah of the Old Testament. Jesus eternally existed as GOD but at a point in time He stepped foot on earth and took on a body of humanity. There must be an acknowledgment that He is the predicted One, the Son of God who was to come, the eternal One, God Himself, who would come into human history.

IF you refuse to accept Jesus Christ as fully GOD and fully MAN who died for our sins, God says that you are a liar! This is because Jesus is the Christ – the Christ is Jesus. He is the Saviour of the world! By this you can tell the difference between the spirit of truth and the spirit of error. (1st John 4:6)

So we can trace progressively what John is saying and where he is leading us. In verses 1-6 he is warning against believing every spirit that comes along; - and he has warned against false teachers that are everywhere. That is John's emphasis on belief.

In verses 7-12 he shows how God has demonstrated that He is love; and he exhorts believers to love one another. Now, in Verses 13-16, he brings these two together, belief and love, and shows us the relationship between them. It is belief that produces love!

Perhaps you have never thought of it that way. Most of us think of love as produced by happy circumstances, or by nice people, or by spending time together. But without belief, love would not be the powerful force that it is.

Verse 13 picks up the point and expands it. “we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit”.

John is describing something that cannot be seen, something that is invisible. So how do we know it's true, - what is the evidence? Well, John says, "because He has given us of His Spirit." Now, it is not "because He has given us His Spirit." 

The reference here is not to the gift of the indwelling Holy Spirit at the instant we became Christians, - but rather, to the manifestations of the Holy Spirit in our daily lives.  

It is true that on the Day of Pentecost when the Spirit of God was poured out upon these apostles and the other believers, all their doubts about Jesus Christ were forever settled. When the Spirit of God came to perform His function of taking the things of Christ and making Him real to them, they realized that they knew Jesus better on the Day of Pentecost than they ever knew Him when He was here in the flesh. They understood His purposes and His programme far clearer then than they ever did when He walked, lived, talked among them. On the Day of Pentecost God poured out His Spirit on the church and on each individual believer. 

The Holy Spirit made the things of Jesus so very real to the believer. And He has made the love of God real to US. The Spirit made Christ more real than He ever was when they knew Him in the flesh, and that convinced them that they were "of God."

But what John really says here is, literally, "He has given us out of His Spirit." John is saying that God has poured out from His Spirit, - by means of His Spirit, something. 

What is it?  Well, the context helps us to know.  It is God’s very special “Agape” love. Remember that Paul says in Romans 5:5:-“Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”

Love, - God's love, the kind that accepts people for what they are regardless of what they are like, is a product only of the Spirit of God. He has given us out of His own Spirit, and, John says, that is why we know that we are of God, because the kind of love that only God can produce is IN our lives and IN our hearts.

As Paul puts it in Roman 8:16:-“The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,”

The Holy Spirit gives us this assurance that we are children of God! And the Holy Spirit assures us of our fellowship with God when we love one another. The love we manifest to other Christians is a direct result of the gift of the Holy Spirit to US.  

So what is love doing in us? How is God changing us by this power of love? What effects are being produced in us through experiencing the love of God? What difference can love make in your life? What difference does love make in our lives?

Well, to start with, love inspires us. Inspiration is simply being touched by the Holy Spirit. And God has touched us by His Spirit because of love. It all begins with God because love has its source in God. Love touches us and inspires us because the Spirit of God has been given to us when we believed in Christ. 

Speaking of the apostles John says in verse 14:-“And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Saviour of the world.” The “we” giving testimony here are those who saw Jesus originally, - the eyewitnesses to His Presence. They knew the Father sent the Son as Saviour of the world. 

The words “and we have seen” mean that the apostles steadfastly and deliberately contemplated the Presence of the incarnate Christ on earth, - the Son of God in incarnation. It was not simply a moment in time but a long process of seeing and testifying. 

"We, the apostles have seen" John says. We beheld Him, we touched Him, we knew that He was alive from the dead, and we now testify that He was sent by the Father as the Saviour of the world." This kind of witnessing, of course, followed the coming of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, as Jesus had said it would. Acts 1:8:- "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.''

They began to testify that Jesus was the Christ, the Saviour of the world after they received the Holy Spirit. Notice something important about that witness? John says in our verse 14 that, - "the Father sent the SON" 

John puts stress upon Jesus as the SON The Son was the Son before He came into the world. He always was the eternal Son of God. He did not suddenly become the Son at Bethlehem.

There are many people who are confused about this, and think that Jesus became the Son of God when He was born as a Babe in Bethlehem's manger. But He was the Son before He came. The Father sent the Son from Heaven. Christ Jesus was always the eternal Son of God. This relationship of Father and Son is an eternal relationship. It was as the SON of God that He came to earth to become the Saviour of the world.

Again, notice that it does NOT say that He came to save the world. He does NOT save the world. But He DID come to the world as “Saviour”, - not as a social worker. He came as the Saviour of the world, and all the world could be saved if they desired to be. But as the Scriptures make abundantly clear, it is only those who believe in Him that are saved. 

Jesus said to some unbelieving Jews of His own day, John 5:40:-"But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life.”

And again in John 8:21:-"I am going away, and you will seek Me, and will die in your sin  {under the curse of your sin}.  Where I go you cannot come.''  {it is impossible for you to come} So, though He came to be the Saviour of the world, in the sense of providing a redemption adequate for everyone, everywhere.

It is only to those who lay hold of it by faith in His Word and in His work on the cross, and make it personal in their lives, that it becomes their’s forever. 

It should be further noted that Christ is the Saviour of the whole world, even for those who reject and despise Him. Christ did not die only for the redeemed, but for the lost as well. Therefore, they will stand before God without excuse Romans 1:20 says.

Do you know the Son of God as your Saviour? I am not asking do you know Him as an example, or just as a religious teacher. Do you know Jesus as the only One who can save you from your sins? 

Before you meet God, you must have Him as your Saviour to save you from your sins. The consequences of not doing this are too terrible to contemplate!

Let’s move on to our verse 15 which says:-“Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.”

The basic idea of confession is agreement, - to say the same thing. "to be in agreement with." “Confess” is made up of two Greek words: - “to say”, and, “same”. Therefore, our verse 15 really means:- “Whoever says the same thing in agreement with God, that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God,” We must agree with God about who Jesus is, and we find out what God says about Jesus through the Word of God. 

Confession is a synonymous term with FAITH. Confession that Jesus is “the Son of God” means open acknowledgement that He is God. The Greek tense in “confess” means that this person comes to a decisive moment when they acknowledge Jesus Christ as the Son of God. (aorist). This is THEIR moment of salvation!!

John knows that it is not "enough" for a person to have some kind of love in their life without them confessing openly that Jesus is the Son of God. It isn’t a matter of simply deciding between love or truth; we must have them BOTH. If anyone acknowledges and confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. The blessing of being indwelt by God Himself, is the privilege of all who confess that Jesus is the Son of God.

Here again, it is not the confession of merely intellectual agreement. It is a confession that involves the commitment of one’s person and self to the Lord Jesus Christ! There is no closer relationship in the entire universe than for a person to abide in God and to have God abiding in him. 

It is hard for us to visualise such an incredible relationship, but we might compare it, in the natural realm to:-A red hot poker in the fire; A sponge in the water, or ;A balloon in the air. In each case the OBJECT is an element and the element is also IN the OBJECT.

To acknowledge that Jesus is the Son of God is not simply to make a statement about His metaphysical status. To acknowledge that Jesus is the Son of God is to express obedient faith and trust in the One who possesses such a status.  Jesus Christ displays God’s love for us and He waits for us to respond.

When man comes to understand just how much God loves him, - and to what extraordinary lengths God went to save him from his sins, there is a response. The response to that love is faith. And that faith leads us to God. Through faith that Jesus Christ is the Son of God we are brought into a relationship with God that is living and dynamic. 

When you believe and confess that Jesus is the Son of God it means that He is God and He is your Lord, - and it proves that God's very own Life is resident within you. Where His Life is, His love will be, because love always follows the Life of God. 

To believe in Christ and to love the brethren are not conditions by which we may dwell in God. Instead, they are clear evidences of the fact that God has already taken possession of our lives to make this possible. 

As we come to understand this wonderful truth we will begin to love with God’s very own love. And as you come to progressively know Him, and faithfully submit to Him, then His love will be more and more evident in your daily life. You will not be ashamed to openly and publicly confess that you are a Christian and that you know and love Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour.

You will have no hesitation in shouting out from the rooftops the same thing that the great apostle Paul declared in Romans 1:16:- “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes,…”

These are the marks of a person who has been born of God and abides in Him, John says. FAITH produces and reveals LOVE. Your faith produces the love that accepts people without distinction. Thus, to weaken faith is to deaden love. This is why Satan uses every means at his disposal to weaken your faith in your risen Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

How greatly we need to understand that. - especially in these days when there is so much talk about love and yet so little practical evidence of it. Love comes from faith, and if there is not this relationship of faith, this belief in the Son of God, then there cannot be the Life of God and there cannot be the love of God. Confession is more than empty, hypocritical profession.  

Many people acknowledge Christ but they have never trusted Him as their personal Lord and Saviour. Romans 10:8-11:-

8.  “But what does it say? "The word is near you, even in your mouth and in your heart'' (that is, the word of faith which we preach): 

9.  that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 

10.  For with the heart one believes to righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made to salvation. 

11.  For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.''

The implication of the confession that Christ is the Son of God is that He is the sovereign Lord over our lives. He is God Almighty to us. He imparts His very own Life to us which is called eternal life. The nature of that Life changes the individual. God abides in the believer and so changes his perspective on love and on many other things, also.  

Those who meet the condition for abiding will abide in God and God will abide in them. What is that condition? That ONE condition is the confession of personal trust in the Son of God and in His finished work on the cross.  

God only lives inside saved people and He exclusively fellowships only with saved people. He does not fellowship with those who have rejected His Son Jesus Christ. 

Since God abides IN the believer, the believer is never alone. This is great encouragement in times of sorrow, sadness, loneliness or grief. He is eternally faithful to us and never leaves us in the lurch or abandons us. Not only does God abide in the believer, but the believer also dwells, or abides in God.  

Sometimes we need to remind ourselves that we are right now children of the King of Kings. Because we are now “in Christ” we have become God’s very own exclusive aristocracy! And one day soon we will sit in the heavenlies with Jesus Christ. Staggering as it may seem, we hold the same position as Jesus holds with the Father. Ephesians 1:6:-“…to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He has made us accepted in the Beloved.”

Jesus took the punishment for my sin so God does not condemn me.  (Rom. 8:1) Jesus provided eternal credit for me before God. And God now loves me and accepts me as His child forever! Nothing can ever change that! So we see that love finds its source in faith in the Son of God.

Let’s move on to our verse 16:- “And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him.”

This verse summarizes 1st John 3:24-4:16 -- intimate fellowship with God is impossible without love for fellow Christians. We simply cannot fellowship with God if we harbour malice and bitterness toward fellow Christians. 

John says, “And we have known and believed the love that God has for us.” Notice the order of “have known and believed.” We must first hear the gospel before we can believe it. By the same token, we must know God’s love before we can believe God’s love for us.  

This is another way of saying that when WE experience the love of God, we know something of how to love others. Knowledge and belief act and react with each other.  

God is Love, and that love must find an object to love. The special object of God’s incredible love is the company of those who have been born into His family. If I am to be in fellowship with God, then I must love those whom HE loves! 

John is confident that God’s love works in Christians, as they love one another. John knows that if God dwells in a believer, love dwells there too. We are called to take the love and grace God has given, - to know it by experience and to believe it - this is what fellowship with God is all about. This “Agape” Love always flows from fellowship with God. 

But you cannot be in fellowship with God if you have unconfessed sin in your life because SIN short-circuits the connection, or fellowship with Him. “If I regard iniquity in my heart the Lord will not hear.” (Psalm 66:18)

Those who experience God’s love come to have confidence in His love. And confidence in God’s love comes from knowledge about His love. The Christian who has this kind of relationship with God will be virtually "immersed" in God’s love; - it becomes their environment, - their place of abiding joy and peace.

These TWO aspects of Christian love cannot be separated from one another:-IF we love God, we will love one another; and IF we love one another, we will grow in our love for God. And both statements are true because "God is love."

Let’s move on to our final verse in this passage, - verse 17. “Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world.” 

The key word in this section is “perfect” God wants to perfect in us HIS love for us - and OUR love for Him. The word “perfect” carries the idea of maturity and completeness. 

In other words, the Christian life is to be a daily experience of growing in the love of God. It involves a Christian's coming to know his Heavenly Father in a much deeper and more personal way as he grows in love.

Mature Christian love is the great universal need among God's people. A believer who experiences perfecting love grows in his confidence toward God. He has a reverential fear of God, not a tormenting fear. He is a son who respects and loves his Father, - NOT a prisoner who cringes in fear before a judge. We have adopted the Greek word for fear into our English vocabulary: “phobia”. 

All sorts of phobias are listed in psychology books; - for instance:- acrophobia-"fear of heights," and hydrophobia-"fear of water." John is writing about krisisphobia-"fear of judgment." 

John has already mentioned this solemn truth in 1st John 2:28:- “And now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.”

The “day of judgment” is the Judgment Seat of Christ and NOT the Great White Throne judgment. The Great White Throne judgment is for non-Christians only. The Judgment Seat of Christ is the place of evaluation of the effectiveness of the Christian life. There is NO punishment at this judgment because Jesus took all the punishment for every Christian.

However, God will evaluate the works of Christians at the Judgment Seat of Christ for the giving of eternal rewards. IF Christians walk in fellowship in time by manifesting love to other Christians, they can have confidence in the “day of judgment” that God will reward them. We must all stand before the Lord, our Maker. It does not make any difference whether we are Christians, or those who have rejected Jesus Christ. Our relationship with Him may be different, but we must ALL come face to face one day with the Lord Himself. 

He stands at the end of every path we may be taking today, and we must ALL come at last to a day of accounting. This is what Paul declared to the Athenian intellectuals on Mars Hill in Acts 17:31:-"because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.''

That day lies ahead of us ALL. Make NO mistake about it! The day of judgment is as fixed in God’s eternal timetable as any other day in world history!

Notice that John says it is love "perfected" which gives us boldness, or confidence in the day of judgment. For the word, “perfected”, John doesn’t just use the Greek word “teleioo”, which as we noted, has the idea of "maturity" and "completeness. He writes “teleioo teleioo” – speaking of love that is "perfectly perfected" or "completely complete"!

We saw that in Verse 12  "If we love one another,"  he says, “His love has been perfected in us.” The completeness of love’s work in us will be demonstrated in the day of judgment, John says. Love which is perfected, is love that is made visible in deeds. It expresses itself in deeds, as John says in 1st John 3:18:-“Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.”

Love, - even God's love, can never find its end, - its perfection, UNTIL it is expressed in a benevolent deed or word or compassionate act. When God sees His love completed in us by OUR showing love to other Christians, He perceives a likeness to how His Son operated on earth in time. He observes the character of Christ in us.  

The Father said that He was well pleased with His beloved Son Jesus on earth. And He is well pleased with each child of His that shows self-sacrificial love, care and concern for other family members of the body of Christ. God calls on each member of His family to bear His family likeness and display His family traits. Which is why God expects us to love His people with His “Agape” love.

If people are afraid today, it is because of something in the PAST that haunts them; or something in the PRESENT that upsets them, or something in the FUTURE that they feel threatens them. OR, it may be a combination of ALL three. However, a believer in Jesus Christ does not have to fear the past, present, or future, for he has experienced the love of God and this love is being perfected in him day by day. 

Hebrews 9:27 categorically states that: “And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgement,”

But a Christian does not fear future judgment, because Christ has suffered his judgment FOR him on the cross. Jesus made this very clear in John 5:24: "Truly, truly I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life" 

Because of this assurance from Jesus Christ, the apostle Paul was inspired to write in Romans 8:1:-"There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus" 

For a Christian, judgment is not future; it is PAST. His sins have been judged already at the cross, and they will never be brought against him ever again. Experiencing the love of Christ as He lives His life in us assures us that God is at work in us. And this gives us great confidence. 

IF God is at work in us, it is because we are God’s children. We have been made part of His family. There is nothing to fear in the day of judgment because God loves us. God’s immeasurable Love toward us gives us this confidence and boldness.

The secret of our boldness is also found at the end of verse 17:- “because as He is, so also are we in this world.” That is one of the most profound statements in the Word of God -- yet it is couched in the simplest of language. 

What does that mean to you? Do you understand the significance of that? That means that as Christ is now, invisibly, - we are, in this world, visibly. 

We know that "we shall be like Him" when He returns, but that statement refers primarily to the glorified bodies believers will receive at that time. (1st John 3:1-2; Phil. 3:20-21). But John puts this last part of verse 17 in the present tense, NOT future tense.  

We are like He is there - over here. We are here just like He is there. He represents us there in Heaven and we represent Him here on earth. 

I must say that If He represents us there like we represent Him here, there might be some doubt whether we would ever make it to heaven. But thank God that He represents us perfectly there! This is part of His great High Priestly Office in Heaven. 

Positionally, in Christ, we are right now "as He is." He is my assurance that I will have His heaven. He is Himself the guarantee that I will be with Him. He is glorified,  justified, - forever righteous and bold, sitting at the right hand of God the Father. 

Spiritually, we can have that same standing now, while we are in the world, because as He is, so are we in the world. Certainly, this glory is in us now just in "seed" form; - it has not yet fully developed into what it will be. But it is there, and it’s presence is demonstrated by our love for one another and our agreement with God’s truth – and that all serves to give us boldness!

Now you can see what confidence this gives in the day of judgment. If He is going to look at my life and see the activity of Himself in me, then He will not deny Himself at the day of judgment. It is God's activity IN us that is the basis of His approval on the day of judgment. 

Therefore, love expressed from this source, gives us confidence in the day of judgment, for He will not deny His own activity. We are so closely identified with Christ, as members of His body, that our position in this world is like His exalted position in heaven. This means that the Father deals with us as He deals with His own beloved Son, Jesus Christ!! 

How, then, can we ever be afraid? We do not have to be afraid of the future, because our sins were judged in Christ when He died on the cross. The Father cannot judge our sins again without judging His Son, for "as He is, so are we in this world." 

We do not have to be afraid of the PAST, because "He first loved us." From the very first, our relationship to God was one of LOVE. It was not that we loved Him, but that He loved us. (cf. 1st John 4:10). Romans 5:10:-“For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved {daily delivered from sin’s dominion} by His life.”

IF God purchased our reconciliation so dearly, will He ever let us go? IF we, while enemies, were reconciled through the death of His beloved Son, shall we not be preserved to the END by the present Life of Christ at the right hand of God – a Life of infinite power? IF His DEATH had such power to SAVE us, how much more will His LIFE have power to KEEP us?

PASSAGE 1st John 4:18-21

1st John 4:18-21

18.  “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love. 

19.  We love (Him) because He first loved us. 

20.  If someone says, "I love God,'' and hates {detests} his brother {in Christ}, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?

21.  And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also.”

The argument that John is advancing from verse 16 has to do with the incompleteness of love. Because love is incomplete until it is manifested through our lives in self-sacrificial love toward another, the threat with some is that it will never be complete. 

Because you and I love God only partially, because we love each other rather badly, because there are times when we take two steps forward and three steps back in our walk with the Lord, in the way we trust Christ and the way we care for each other, the threat is that love will never be complete in our lives. 

People who begin to fear that love will fail draw the shields of protection around them. Like turtles, they pull back into a shell. But the challenge John makes here is that we can't love completely if we're afraid. 

Love is the antagonist of fear, and fear the antagonist of love. Love accomplishes something, not only for the future, but NOW. It casts out fear NOW. It gives us complete freedom from fear.

The Christian who obeys God does not look to the Judgment Seat of Christ with fear and trepidation because He understands God’s love and is a willing channel for this love to others. Not only does love help him to look forward to meeting the Lord but it presently casts out fear - love gives freedom from fear.

Fear and love are as contrary to each other as oil and water. Fear and love can coexist but perfect love and fear cannot coexist. Fear in varying degrees exists in every believer’s life. But John is saying that this would not be the case if God’s perfect love gripped and controlled our souls.

People are filled with fear about many things. Some are fearful of not being promoted in their place of employment. Some are fearful of losing their job. Some are fearful of their children turning out wrong, mixing with the wrong crowd, or getting hooked on drugs. Some are fearful of war and terrorism.

The completeness of love means we do not cower in fear before God, dreading His judgment, either now or in the day of judgment. We know all the judgment we ever deserved – past, present, and future – was poured out on Jesus Christ on the cross. But the believer out of fellowship torments his soul because he knows he is out of phase with God.   

Fear intimidates his soul with thoughts of meeting the Lord. On the other hand, the Christian in fellowship anticipates meeting the Lord at the Rapture.

Most people fear judgment and they also fear accountability to God. All Non-Christians whether they believe it or not, will one day face the Great White Throne judgment for rejecting Christ as their Saviour. That will be an awful and dreadful day. 

Fear imprisons us in anxiety and worry. It limits and restricts our lives. Fear immobilizes many people today. Fear is actually the beginning of torment and stress. We torment ourselves in our minds and in our souls as we contemplate what lies ahead for us. Anxieties, tensions, worries, apathy, all these things are forms of fear, and they literally imprison us, they limit us. 

Fear imprisons us, hems us in, binds us up, limits our life, pushes us into corners and keeps us there, - and we cannot live as God intended us to live. This is a common experience of life, is it not? 

Fear also paralyses our fellowship with God. Fear paralysed Adam in Genesis. Genesis 3:9-10:-

9.  “Then the Lord God called to Adam and said to him, "Where are you?'' 

10.  So he said, "I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself.''

What is wrong? Well, John puts his finger right on it. He who fears is not perfected in love. Fear is the first penalty on the soul. It is the thing we suffer first when we step out of line with the Lord. It is the awareness that we are not in phase with the Lord.

Fear comes from our own heart and not from God. Fear is the sentry of our soul that warns us that our soul is out of whack. It alerts us that our soul is not right with God.  

If our relationship with God is marked by this tormenting fear, it shows that we have not been made perfect - that is, complete, and mature - in His love. That is the trouble, that is the analysis. 

God’s love may be in a person, if the life of God is there, - but it is not perfected, - it is not coming out, - it is not expressing itself, - it is not manifest, - it is not taking the form of deeds and words, it is all bottled up inside. That is the trouble. 

Love, perfected in us, casts out fear, doubts and apprehensions. God’s love maturing in us casts out, throws out and ejects all those things that cause us fear and anxiety. 

What a dramatic and wonderful solution to the problems of fear and anxiety. Yet, there are many Christians today labouring under all kinds of complexes and inner fears who just won’t reach out in faith and let God work through them.

There are those who have the life of God and yet never let it out; their pride and self-pity bind them up and they do not want to show love, they are afraid to. They’re running scared! 

They are afraid it will open them up to be hurt, or that it will give someone an advantage over them, and so they bottle it up and they keep it in. And then they wonder why they are oppressed by anxieties,  tensions, doubts and problems of nervousness and fear. They are limited, unable to move and do as they ought to.

Either fear grips our hearts and we're afraid of being vulnerable, - we can't reach out, - we can't care because we might get hurt or burned in the process if we care. And we draw the protections and defence shields around us tighter and tighter; OR, we begin to trust God and take risks for love's sake, and watch fear and doubts driven from our hearts. Which camp are you in today?

Fear is an unsettling passion that tortures itself.  - But love drives out this fear. When God’s love develops in us, it expels all fear of God’s immediate interdiction or retribution. 

But an unloving Christian experiences self-induced misery because he knows that he must face his carnality at the Judgment Seat of Christ. If a person dreads the thought of judgment day, his life is not marked by the perfected, mature love of God that expresses itself in concrete action.  

In other words, he has no basis for assurance concerning his welfare when the Judgment Seat of Christ comes. But the believer who loves other Christians has no fear or trepidation about meeting the Lord Jesus Christ. Psalm 27:1:-“The Lord is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; Of whom shall I be afraid?”

Psalm 46:1-3:-  

1.  “God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble. 

2.  Therefore we will not fear, Though the earth be removed, And though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; 

3.  Though its waters roar and be troubled, Though the mountains shake with its swelling. Selah”

2nd Timothy 1:7:-“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.”

Facing martyrdom himself, Paul takes time out to remind Timothy that God has "not given us a spirit of fear or cowardice.” Paul was speaking of the presence and power of fear in one’s life. 

When we look in the Bible we see examples of what fear does in our life. In these examples we can see the dreadful effect that fear has on us. And we can see how fear also keeps us from stepping out in faith for Jesus Christ.  – how it impedes our spiritual growth. It is tragic that fear has kept many a person from heeding the still, small voice of the Holy Spirit as He gently calls to their souls.

John  goes on to say that, “perfect love casts out fear”.

Now John was NOT talking about my love for God, for my love is NOT a perfect love. He is talking about God’s perfect love for me. “Perfect love” is God’s love, NOT our love. Only God has perfect love. This is the love made perfect in our previous verse 17.  

However, God’s love extends to the believer in fellowship. Perfect love begins with God who is love and then reaches out to believers in fellowship with Him. (4:8; 4:19). It is God’s perfect love that casts out OUR fear! Where there is perfect love there is perfect confidence. Perfect confidence dispels fear. 

Perfect love places its trust in the perfect Christ. This trust does not lean on our love, for our ultimate security is in the love of God. 

John is telling us that we do not have to fear because our Heavenly Father loves us with a perfect love. And even when we have sinned against Him, His perfect love for us never wavers nor changes!

Now when we realise that God loves us with a perfect love, then we realise that we do not have to fear what He will do to us, or allow to happen in our lives. I do not have a perfect love (neither do you), but yet, even with our imperfect love, we would never do anything to hurt our children. 

Why do we think that God Who has a perfect love would do something or allow something to hurt US? Now at times the things God permits to happen in our life hurt, but it is not designed to break us but to build us. He will allow nothing to hurt us in the sense that it is not for our own ultimate good. 

When we begin to realise and grasp this truth about His perfect love for us it calms our fears. I do not have to fear anything in life, for my Father Who loves me has all things in His hands and under perfect control. Since we have the Holy Spirit to help us face and fight our fears and since our Heavenly Father loves us with a perfect love and will not let anything come into our life to seriously hurt us, taking hold of this, I can  commit my fear to the Lord and leave it with Him.

Cast your minds back to verse 17 when John said:-“Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment;” Why? How? “because as He is, so are we in this world.” 

Question:- Was Jesus well protected and kept from danger? We could answer both yes and no. But was He fearless? - Absolutely. Never has there been a more fearless individual than Jesus Christ. There is no record of a single encounter from his infancy and childhood through all of his adult years when the Lord was afraid,  put off,  uncertain, or defensive about Himself. He was the supreme Master of every circumstance He was in, - every conversation, every relationship, every setting. 

But He was also plotted against and falsely accused. He was rejected by the leaders of His nation. He was put on trial and unjustly convicted by the Roman government. He was misunderstood and rejected by His family. He was abandoned by His faithful followers for whom He poured out His life.

What does that say to us? The reason He was fearless was not that circumstances always favoured Him, but that He knew that His heavenly Father was protecting Him. He knew that His Father had a purpose for Him and that His life would fulfil its purpose. 

He would say in John 10:18 to those who opposed Him:-"No one takes it  [My life] from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.  This command I have received from My Father.''

No one could take from Him what He wasn't willing to give them, because He had a Father in heaven who was Sovereign over everything, and who was protecting Him. And as He was, so are we. 

We are like Him in the world. We may be misunderstood or rejected, our friends may abandon us, we may be in dangerous circumstances. But we don't have to be afraid, because love drives out fear. We don't have to be afraid of judgment, that our life will be weighed and found wanting in the end. We don't have to be afraid of punishment, because Someone has been punished for us. 

As we grow in love, we find that a life of hiding, defensiveness, covering over, and fearfulness is changed. And in practical terms as we reach out to others and love them, we find ourselves growing more fearless.

We don’t have to be afraid because we have been accepted. The punishment of God is reserved for those who reject Him. We have received Him. We have responded to His love. We have been accepted into His family. 

And that acceptance causes us to be able to live in peace. We are at peace with God and at peace with ourselves. We can relax knowing that God always loves us! God wants His children to live in an atmosphere of love and confidence, NOT fear and torment. 

We need not fear life or death, for we are being perfected in the love of God. Romans 8:35; 37-39:-

35.  “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

37.  Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 

38.  For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 

39.  nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Imagine! - Nothing in all of creation - present or future - can come between us and God's love!

Let’s move on to our next verse, verse 19:-“We love Him because He first loved us.

God’s initiative in love for us stamped love in our spirits. The word “Him” does not occur in the oldest manuscripts so the emphasis is on love generically. (generally) “We love, - because He first loved us”. 

Thus, this speaks of loving any object whether God or human beings. It says, "We love -- anyone -- because He first loved us." 

I like the bluntness of the apostle John. He takes off the gloves and lays it right on the line. “Look”, he says, “where does love come from?” “Don't forget, we love because He first loved us. - That is where it comes from. 

IF you know the love of God. IF you know how fully He accepts you even when you are rebellious, nasty, uncaring and miserable, yet He accepts you, forgives you, and loves you. Then you know what love is! 

In fact, "We love---not because we're good at it; not because we've become shining examples and role models to our children and everyone around us, ---but because we've been loved! You can love, because you have been loved. - We love because He first loved us. 

We are always the undeserving and unworthy recipients of God's love. Some people imagine that Jesus loved us because He knew we would come to love Him and come to have faith in Him. But He loved us before that, and even before the worlds were created, when our only existence was in the mind and heart of God, Jesus loved us.

He loved us when we were still sinners in rebellion against Him:- Romans 5:8:-“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

God loved us at the extraordinary cost of sacrificing His only Son for us. God took the initiative and loved us first; - we loved Him second. His initiative enabled us to love because He put His love within us. God Himself gives us the desire to love others. 2nd Thessalonians 3:5:-“Now may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the patience of Christ.”

The 10 Commandments require that a man should love his God and his neighbour, but the Law could NOT produce this love! How then could God obtain this love which His righteousness required? He solved the problem by sending His beloved Son to die for us. 

Such amazing, sacrificial love draws out our hearts to Him in return. Our hearts say, “You have bled and died for such an undeserving person as me; - from now on I will live for You!”

You know, if we fail to love on the human level it is an indication of absence of love on our part toward God. Our love for God is always in response to His love for us; - He initiates, and we respond. When we respond to God’s love, it produces love for others. And this love for fellow Christians validates our love for God.  

God has a river of love that He wants to pour into us and let flow through us. We are much like the tap on a sink. The tap is not the source of the water. It merely releases the water. It doesn’t manufacture water. It channels water. If you want water, just turn on the tap. The challenge for us as Christians is to stay hooked up to the source of love and turn on the tap. We must let the love of God flow through us to others.

We see in our verse 20 that John really takes the gloves off. “If someone says, "I love God,'' and hates {detests} his brother {in Christ}, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?”

Here for the seventh time in this letter John uses the term: "If we say, - or if someone says. . . !" We have met this important phrase several times, and each time we knew what was coming: - a warning against pretending to be something we aren’t. 

Have you noticed that fear and pretence usually go together? In fact, they were born together when the first man and woman sinned. No sooner did Adam and Eve sense their guilt than they tried to hide from God and cover their nakedness. But neither their coverings nor their excuses could shelter them from God's all-seeing eye. Adam finally had to admit in Genesis 3:10:-"I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself.''

When our hearts are confident toward God, there is no need for us to pretend, either to God or to other people. A Christian who lacks confidence with God will also lack confidence with God's people. Part of the torment that fear generates is the constant worry, "How much do others really know about me?"

An immature Christian who is not growing in his love for God may think he has to impress others with his "spirituality." This mistake turns him into a liar! He is professing something that he is not really practicing; he is playing out a role instead of living a life. 

Perhaps the best example of this sin is seen in the experience of Ananias and Sapphira in Acts chapter 5. They sold a piece of property and brought part of the money to the Lord, but they gave the impression that they were bringing ALL the money. The sin of this couple was not in taking money from God, for Peter made it clear that the disposal of the money was up to them. (Acts 5:4). Their sin was hypocrisy. They were trying to make people think they were more generous and spiritual than they really were. 

Pretending is one of the favourite activities of little children, but it is certainly NOT a mark of maturity in adults. Adults must know themselves and be themselves, fulfilling the purposes for which Christ saved them. Their lives must be marked by honesty and not by hypocrisy in living a lie. 

The apostle John is saying, "Look, don't be self-deceived about this!" It is very easy to kid yourself. If you can say, "I love God," and yet you hate your brother, you're kidding yourself. You're a liar. – You are living a lie! It makes little difference what a person claims about loving God, - if he does not love fellow Christians, God is calling him a liar!

This is irresistible logic. As spokes get nearer to the centre of the wheel, - so they get nearer to one another. In the same way, as we get closer to the Lord, the more we will love Him and our fellow believers. Actually, we do not love the Lord one bit more than we love the humblest of His followers! 

How can you love God, whom you can't see at all, and not love your brother, when you can see his needs, his problems, and see what love can do in his life? God doesn't need your love, but your brother does! What John is saying is that true love is not manifested in words, it is shown by deeds and actions. 

He gives us the illustration of someone claiming he loves God on the one hand and on the other hand, he hates his Christian brother or sister!  

If we think ourselves important enough that we can put down other people, make fun of the weak, or engage in discrimination against the needy, If we imagine ourselves to be such impressive versions of the human species that we permit ourselves to be arrogant, cold, and unloving of others---then we're liars and fools. 

This is strong language by John intended to get our attention. The claim to be in fellowship with God and walk in darkness is a lie. (1:6; 2:4). The claim to believe in the Father and yet deny the Son is a lie. (2:22-23). And the claim to love God and not love Christians is a lie as well. These three lies constitute a spiritual lie, a doctrinal lie and a relational lie. 

Notice that John uses “brother” twice in this verse 20. His reference is to loving fellow Christians. – fellow believers. He uses “brother” twelve times in this epistle. A “liar” is someone who attempts to deceive by conveying misinformation about something. In this case, it is hypocritical misinformation about loving God. 

And, of course, the reason why this is so is because love is displayed by self-sacrificial loving and giving. It is displayed by giving up your own rights, time and money to help those in need. It is the benevolent care and concern for others with no thought of getting anything back in return. 

These deeds are the evidence of God’s Agape love residing within you. God has given us His love, not simply so that we can love Him, but so that we can love each other, as well. God remains invisible.

But if we have been loved by Him, the inevitable result is that we'll love those whom we can see, as recipients of the love of God. – fellow believers. We must start with the brother or sister we can see. And this is where the real test comes, doesn’t it? 

It is easy to say, "I love God." It is even easy to say, "I love humanity." But it is hard to love certain people with whom we live. I remember someone saying, "I love humanity – its people I can’t stand." That is the problem. It’s easy to say that we love the Christians in China. But it would be harder if we had to live with them. 

But this is where God’s love can truly be seen. This is the challenge for us. It does not matter what we claim, if we do not love fellow believers, we are liars!

John 13:34-35:-

34.  “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 

35.  “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”

What are the practical ways in which we can begin to show our love to one another? What acts of kindness can we do? What encouraging word can we say? What act of service can we perform? Think about that person you’ve had a hard time loving. Is there something you can do to show your love to that person in a practical way? 

If we accept this challenge, I guarantee that God’s love will make a difference in our lives. God is at work in us through the power of His love.

Let’s move on to our final verse 21:-“And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also.”

The idea of “commandment” is an injunction,  charge,  order,  behest, precept. A “commandment” is equivalent to a principle or precept of the Word of God. John explains the “commandment” by the next clause – “that he who loves God must love his brother also.” God orders the Christian to love His people. - It is not open for debate. 

By this decisive measure, Jesus could say that the world could measure our status as disciples by the measure of our love for one another. But this requires divine power, and this power is only given to those who are indwelt by the Holy Spirit. 

There is a vast  difference between the love of man, and divine love. These verses are the equivalent of saying that a person cannot practice “agape” love unless he can first practice “philia” (feelee-ah) friendship love. There are some who are so distant from God that they cannot even demonstrate “philia” (feelee-ah) friendship love. Their hearts are so poisoned with bitterness and anger that they find it difficult to even be around other people

We need to let these people too see God’s love flowing through us to others as a witness and living testimony to how He can change lives today. God is in the business of changing lives and so He issues you and I with a commandment to love. Though love springs forth from our abiding relationship with God, and comes from our being born of Him, there is also an essential aspect of our WILL involved.

Therefore, we are commanded to love our brother in Christ. Being born of God and abiding with Him give us the ability to love; but it is a choice of our will to draw upon that resource and give it out to others. God gives us the commandment to love our fellow Christian but He will not superimpose His will over ours and force us to do it. He wants you of your own free volition to make a conscious choice to do it.

Remember that we are simply the tap, - He is the actual source of Agape love. He supplies the resources, - He just wants you to lovingly and willingly turn on the tap and let His love flow through you.

Therefore, the excuse, "I just can’t love that person," or other such excuses, are invalid. If we are born of Him, and are abiding in Him, the resources for love are there. It is up to us to respond to His command with our will and whole being. It is not that we cannot love; it is that we will not. Is that not true?

But if you love God, and you know you do, then you can love your brother -- and you must! We can also learn how to love God by loving people. 

One might say, "I want to love God more; I want to grow in my love for Him. But how can I love a God who is invisible?" God would say to us, "learn to love Me, Whom you cannot see, by loving My children, whom you CAN see."

The commandment at minimum means that it is God's will that anyone who loves Him should also love His people. It is easy to pretend to love God whom men do not see since it is a sentiment that no one can verify. The only way we can prove we have faith in Jesus Christ is to love God's people. 

If we would be as careful to demonstrate our love one to another as we are to criticize one another, people would soon get the idea that we loved them. We do not have to agree with them, but we have to love them. We do not have to see eye to eye with all God's people but we do have to love them unconditionally. 

And when we do, this gives us peace and assurance that we are walking in the light and in fellowship with Him. It allays any inner fears and doubts and assures us that we are right with God. It gives us confidence that we will not shrink with shame when He comes to take His church home to Heaven to be with Him forever.

This is what God our Father wants, but how about YOU? If you are really serious about your Christian faith, then progressively you will grow to know and love Jesus Christ more and more. And as a natural consequence of this, His love will flow through you to others changing not only your life, but the lives of others, also.

CHAPTER 5

PASSAGE - 1st John 5:1-3

We are now drawing toward the close of this brief letter. In this section we come to the last theme which John discusses. In this last chapter the apostle is discussing the 5th of the series of themes that he has taken up in this epistle. John is one of the most logical and orderly of the writers of Scripture and this letter is a beautiful and orderly presentation, when once the key to it is discovered. 

John has brought before us firstly, the theme of fellowship with Jesus Christ and with other believers; Maintaining that fellowship; - then Maintaining truth,  righteousness  and love, - and, now, he concludes with the theme of maintaining assurance, or confidence. You will note that confidence is the kind of life that all people today are looking for. 

Which of us does not desire to be an adequate person, self-assured,  poised and confident; - able to cope with life? 

We each want to be this kind of person, and this is exactly what Christianity is designed to produce.!!

Our Christian faith is designed to fit us for living, and to be the kind of person that God intended man to be when He made him in the beginning -- confident,  able, adequate and obedient to God. 

This confident life will be manifest in a three-fold way:-As truth, - as righteousness, and as love. And there you have the exceedingly orderly division of the First Epistle of John. These three form the test of authentic Christianity: - truth, righteousness, and love. 

John says 3 specific times in this letter that, IF you claim to know God, but yet walk in the darkness of disobedience, you are a LIAR. He does not hesitate to use this extremely direct term. You are a LIAR, he says. There is an absence of righteousness in the life, and this puts the lie to all your claims to be a spiritual Christian.

In another place, Chapter 2, he says that to claim to possess the Father and yet deny the deity and incarnation of God the Son, is also to be a liar. There is an absence of truth in the life, and therefore it is not genuinely Christian. There cannot be a genuine Christian life and yet a denial of the deity and incarnation of the eternal Son of God.

Thirdly, to claim to love God while you ignore, disown, dislike, or, mistreat your brethren in Christ, is to LIE. You are a liar if you say you love God and yet you do not love your brethren,  according to Chapter 4, Verse 20. This is the absence of love. The presence of habitual sin, of a denial of Christ as the Son of God, and of selfish hatred and bitterness toward Christians, will expose all claims to Christianity as counterfeit and untrue. This is the whole argument of the Epistle of John. 

On the other hand, truth,  love,  and righteousness are the ear-mark, trade mark and hall mark of authentic Christianity - AND that we belong to Jesus Christ.  

Then, in the last section which deals with assurance, the apostle brings all three of these together. That is true Christianity. - Anything less is phoney. 

John begins this chapter by continuing the thoughts found previously; - that is, true Christianity will be demonstrated in both love and belief. In the first 3 verses of chapter five John again speaks of love. Here, the thought is that a true believer will demonstrate his belief through his Christian love. 

Let us now read the passage that is before us :-

1.  “Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ {the Messiah} is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him. 

2.  By this we {come to} know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments. 

3.  For this is the {true} love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome.” {irksome, grievous}

Here is the centre of the Christian doctrine, - that "Jesus is the Christ." The greatest issue facing man today is:-Who do you think Jesus Christ is? 

Your answer to that question decides where you will spend eternity. And your answer to that question also decides with whom you will spend eternity with. What we believe about Jesus Christ determines our eternal existence.

Now, some people seem a little confused as to who Jesus is, and who  Christ is. I think it is evident that the Name, “Jesus”, and the Name, “Christ”, have somehow become fused together in our thinking. Many people today think that Christ is the LAST name of Jesus. Just as we say, "Bill Jones," they think "Jesus Christ" expresses the first and the last name of our Lord. 

But IF you are acquainted at all with the Scriptures you know that this is not the case. Jesus of Nazareth and Christ are one and the same Person, and that Person is the eternal Son of God! “Jesus”  is the Name given to Him at birth, and therefore speaks of His perfect  humanity. “Christ”  is the Name that speaks of Him as God’s Anointed One, the Messiah.!!

The word, “Christ”, is a Greek word which translates the Hebrew word “Messiah”. Therefore, the word, “Christ”, means exactly the same as the word Messiah. And “Messiah” is a word which means "the Anointed One." This word, “Christ”, therefore, refers NOT to Jesus' LAST name, but to His WORK.  It is a reference to the OFFICE He fulfilled on earth. Jesus is God’s Anointed One whose mission was to save us from the death penalty of our sin by sacrificing His perfect life on the cross as our Substitute.  

Nothing is more important to the Christian faith than the Person and work of Jesus Christ. Our experience with God in time and our eternal future revolve around this. Therefore, in the Name, “Jesus Christ”, we have a witness to His humanity, and to His deity. John is declaring that Jesus Christ is very God of very God, and very man of very man.!!

1st John 5:1 says that “Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God…”Physical life produces only physical life and spiritual life produces spiritual life. 

Jesus declared in John 3:6:-"That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” 

Six times in this letter John uses the phrase “born of God.” This was not an idea John had invented; he had heard Jesus use these very words. John knew that in order to become a member of God’s personal family, and to live with Him FOREVER, we need to be BORN  spiritually. We need to be born spiritually from above! John 3:3, 7:-

3. “Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.''  

7.  "Do not marvel that I said to you, `You must be born again.'

How does one become born again? John 3:36:-"He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.''

John 1:12-13:-

12.  “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name: 

13.  who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”

We can experience this “real life” only after we have believed the Gospel, put our trust in Christ, and been “born of God.” Eternal life is not something we earn by good works or deserve because of good character. Eternal life is a priceless gift from God to those who place their trust in His Son as their Saviour.

John wrote his Gospel to specifically tell people how to receive this wonderful new life from God. (John 20:31). He wrote his first epistle to tell people how to be SURE they have really been born of God. (1st John 5:9-13).

The Christian passes from spiritual death to eternal life at the point of belief in the Person and work of Jesus Christ.  

He receives life as God has it. (John 3:15) He can now freely have fellowship with the Son and the Father because this fellowship is the result of the eternal relationship that he now has.  

Tragically, some try to add many things to salvation according to the denomination to which they belong. Some say that a person must repent, be baptised or join a church to receive spiritual birth. This adds conditions to salvation that God does NOT require nor ask for. God’s only condition for salvation is trust or belief in Jesus Christ and in His work.

John says in our Verse 1 that truth and love belong together. One produces the other. “Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God,”  or, literally:-"Every one who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been begotten of God, and every one who loves the Father loves the child of God." Thus, he ties together these two great themes, - belief in the truth, and love. - - And one is the result of the other.

In Verse 21 of Chapter 4, he has just been talking about loving our brother. This is a command from God who says:-"he who loves God must love his brother also.”

Now he answers a question that is continually being asked, though not always expressed vocally. "What does it mean to love my brother?" "Who is my brother, anyway?" 

The answer is in Chapter 5, Verse 1: “Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God,”  

There is your brother. - Such a one is part of the family. Thus, if you love the Father, you will love the other children of the Father anywhere you meet them. This is inevitable. If you, yourself, really share the life of the family of God, you will love the other members of the family.

If God loves the believer, other believers should love that believer because he is in the family of God. You cannot love one without the other. If you love the parent, you love the child. 

Loving other Christians is evidence of the new birth. Every child of God is entitled to our love because he is born forever into God’s family. He is God’s visible representative on earth. Like attracts like in the family of God. Love starts in the family of God.  

We cannot separate belief and love. One is the source of the other. If we wish to show love to God, we should show it to God’s visible agent, the child of God, a constituent member of His family. The reason why a fellow Christian is worthy of our love is that he possesses distinguishing features of the family of God, - features that the non-Christian does not have.

Love for God shows itself in active love for the family of God, not just emotional love for them. We love other Christians best when we respond to God’s love and to His command to love. Love for God and God's children is essentially obedience to God's commands. 

It is not so much how we feel about God and other believers but how we choose to relate to them. The Lord Jesus Christ is the common ground for all Christians. Race, place and face are a distant second to Him. It is very simple to test our love for God.  

How committed are we to fully apply His principles to our lives? Are we “doers” of His Word, or just “hearers” only? That is the measure of our love!  

The person who puts his trust in Jesus Christ yields himself to God’s principles and standards for life. He receives direction for life from his Heavenly Parent. He realises that he has an eternal bond with his spiritual family and he loves them as members of the family of God. 

Now, if we’re honest, we have to admit that there are many difficult people who are children of God. In your human family, perhaps there is somebody at whom you can only shake your head---you ask yourself how in the world did I get related to that person? You have almost nothing in common with them except that you have the same parent or grandparent. 

The same is true of the Christian faith as well. But everyone who believes Jesus is the Christ is a child of God forever, exactly as you and I are. However distant fellow believers seem in their appearance, status and mannerisms, we still share equal status as children of our heavenly Father. What a condemnation this is of all denominational Christian groups! 

I am afraid that oftentimes Christians feel they are responsible to love only those who belong to their particular group, whatever it may be. If we are Presbyterians, we love Presbyterians, but we do not like the Episcopalians or Methodists. 

All too frequently we run into this attitude. If I am Anglican, then I love all those who are Anglicans. OR, we may love only those who belong to the National Association of Evangelicals, and anyone who belongs to the National Council of Churches is automatically excluded.

But all this is a denial of what John is saying here. We are to love the members of the family, wherever they are. Our brother is he who shares the life of Jesus Christ, who is born of God, who believes that Jesus is the Christ. It does not make any difference whether he differs with you about the pre-tribulation rapture, or the method of baptism, or whatever else it may be, IF he has the life of the Father and believes that Jesus is Lord, then he is a brother in Christ.

Parents are exasperated, and even disgusted, when they see their children fight and seem to hate one another. How must God feel when He sees His children fighting like cats and dogs among themselves?

Now perhaps some may ask, "Do you mean that Christians are to love only other Christians and no one else?" No, but that is where it is to begin.  Love always begins within a family circle, does it not? We first love the members of our own family before we find it possible to love those outside. If love begins there, it will reach out finally to encompass the world as well. The love of a Christian is never limited merely to other "Christians," those who share the life of the Lord Jesus, - but it must at least begin there.

Let’s now move on to our verse 2:-“By this we {come to} know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments.” 

John reverses the sequence of chapter 4 verses 20-21 in this verse. In chapter 4 he put forth the idea that to love God is to obey Him. Here he says, "We love God when we love His children."  

When we put these two passages together, they show that love for God and love for the family of God are mutually vital to each other. Here are these three tests: truth, love, and righteousness, appearing again, and in the centre is LOVE. In the same way that our love for the people of God reflects our love for God, so our love for God, and our obedience to Him, is a demonstration of love to the body of Christ.

It is often said that the best thing a father can do for his children is to love his wife and their mother. Even so, the first way for a child of God to love his brothers and sisters in Christ is to love God and to obey Him; And, if you love the parent, you will love the child. - It all works together!

A Christian who does not love God or keep His commandments is of little effective use in the body of Christ. He or she might be involved in much ministry and hold an official position of service in the church. But if they do not love God or keep His commandments, they are deceiving themselves and living a LIE.

When our love and obedience for God grows cold, we do not only harm ourselves - we harm our brothers and sisters also. The damage is done, at the very least, because we are a "drag" on the spiritual progress of God’s people.

Implicit in love for the family of God is love for God and keeping His operating principles for life. Love for God and love for the family of God works as a double-edged sword; it works both ways.

1st John 3:14:- “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death.” The Bible says that a Christian has passed from death to life and the proof of this is that he loves the brethren. We can know for sure that we have passed from death to life by our love for other Christians. 

If we love the brethren, we will want to be with them - and even if we have been battered and bruised by unloving brethren, there will still be something in us drawing us back to fellowship with the brethren we love. When we fall in love with the Son of God we automatically fall in love with the children of God. 

Carnal Christians are out of fellowship with the Lord and walk in a form of death, - of spiritual darkness. That is also the kind of death that the Prodigal son experienced when he wandered away from his father. His father said, “my son was dead but he is alive again.” 

When we know Christ, we reflect the love of Christ and obey His commands. The matter is simple. - If we do not love our brothers and sisters in Christ, we do not love God! 

Here another question that is often raised is answered for us. Someone may ask:-"How can I know that I truly love my brother? 

Sometimes there are differences of opinion between us, sometimes we do not agree. There are times when I must do things that seem to offend my brother, and I don't always please him. Does this mean that I don't love him? If there are sometimes disagreements between us, does this mean that I don't love him?"

The answer is in Verse 2: “By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments.”

The definitive 2-fold proof that we love God and His family is when we “love God and keep His commandments. The word for "commandments" refers to the principles of God's Word. (2:3,5). We apply God’s Word to our life because we love God.  

But we have to know the Word of God before we believe. We cannot believe what we do not know. We cannot apply what we do not believe. We know first, believe second and act third.  

We know that we entered into eternal life because we love Christians. (3:14). We know that we love God because we love the family of God. If one love is present, the other love must be present as well.

Jesus emphatically made the point in the Upper Room that love for God and His Word is evidence that we love the children of God. John 14:15:-“If you love Me, keep My commandments.”

John 14:21:-“He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.”

John 15:12:-“This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.”

When our actions toward our brother arise, - not out of our personal feelings toward him, but out of our love for God and our desire to obey His Word; - in other words, when love is expressed by righteousness, - then we can be confident that it is really love. 

A Christian girl said to her Pastor:-"My boyfriend is a Christian, but he wants me to tell a lie for him. He says that if I really love him, I'll tell the lie to protect him. Now, should I do this? If I don't do it, he'll be angry with me and he'll say that I don't love him." 

The Pastor wisely advised her to tell her boyfriend that she loved him enough to refuse to lie for him and thus encourage his tendency to falsification. He advised her to tell her boyfriend that lying is wrong,  harmful and destructive to his life, and to tell him that she loved him enough to tell him the truth about his lying. That is what John is referring to here. 

Sometimes love must do the tough and unpleasant things. We may not be popular for a while but we need to decide in favour of God. If it is an unpleasant thing that is being done because it is prompted by love to God and obedience to His commandments, - well then, it is love, even though it makes someone angry, or upsets them temporarily. Do not be disturbed by that reaction. 

Love sometimes must be cruel to be kind. Here is the wretchedness of what we ordinarily call "white lies." It is my considered view that white lies are the blackest of all. They are the most dangerous, they are the most deadly, they often do more harm than the outright lie. 

What is a white lie? It is a way of pleasing yourself by avoiding displeasing another person. You tell them a little fib about how they look, or act toward you and others. 

Thus, we avoid making others angry with us by using white lies. But if you think that through, you will see that what we are really doing is loving ourselves more than them. We do not want to be hurt by their reaction, so we avoid telling them the truth. What it really amounts to is that we do not love them enough to help them face the truth. 

Consequently, some of them may go on for days, weeks, even years doing things that offend others and never understanding what their problem is, and some call that love! It is not love, it is hate, - it is dislike – it is cowardice and deception. It is placating, appeasing and encouraging them to continue to deceive themselves and others. It is a refusal to face, and to help them face the truth. 

Only the truth delivers and only the truth sets us free. If you can gently and graciously help another to see a fault, without yourself becoming self-righteous,  priggish and condescending, then you know that you love that person with God's love. “By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments.”

The wonderful thing is that when you do that, you discover the truth of our next Verse 3. “For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome.” [or grievous].

It is our love for God that is at issue here, and not God’s love for us. Observation of God’s commandments flows from loving Him. Everything in creation - except man and fallen angels obey the will of God. "Fire and hail, snow and clouds; Stormy wind, fulfilling His word;" (Ps. 148:8). 

In the Book of Jonah, you see the winds and waves, and even the fish, obeying God's commands; - but the prophet Jonah persisted in disobeying. Even a plant and a little worm did what God commanded. But the prophet stubbornly wanted his own way. 

Disobedience to God's will is a tragedy, but so is reluctant, grudging obedience. God does not want us to disobey Him, but neither does He want us to obey Him out of fear or necessity. 

What Paul wrote about “giving” also applies to “living”:-2nd Corinthians 9:7:- “So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.”

What is the secret of joyful obedience? It is to recognize that obedience is a family matter. We are serving a loving Father and helping our brothers and sisters in Christ. We have been born of God, we love God, and we love God's children. And we demonstrate this love by keeping God's commandments. 

A woman visited a newspaper editor's office, hoping to sell him some poems she had written. "What are your poems about?"  the editor asked. "They're about love!"  gushed the poetess. The editor settled back in his chair and said, "Well, read me a poem. The world could certainly use a lot more love!" 

The poem she read was filled with moons and Junes and other gushy, sloppy sentiments, and it was more than the editor could take. "I'm sorry," he said, "but it seems that you just don't have a clue what true love is all about! It's not moonlight and roses. It's sitting up all night at a sickbed, or working extra hours so the kids can have new shoes. It’s fervent praying on your knees with tears in your eyes for a wayward child. It’s sacrificial giving of your time, energy and money to help someone in need. 

The world doesn't need your brand of poetical, sloppy and short-lived love. It needs some good old-fashioned practical love." 

We show our love to God, not by empty words but by willing works and deeds. We are not slaves obeying a master; we are children obeying a loving Father. And our sin is also a family affair. Once discovered, it is immediately confessed to our devoted Heavenly Father and fellowship is restored.

One of the tests of maturing love is our personal attitude toward the Bible, because in the Bible we find God's will for our lives revealed. 

An unsaved person considers the Bible an impossible book, mainly because he cannot understand nor comprehend the spiritual things concerning God. Unless a person is genuinely born of the Holy Spirit and taught by Him, ALL spiritual matters are utterly mumbo jumbo to him.  (1st Corinthians 2:14).

Both immature and carnal Christians usually consider the demands of the Bible to be burdensome. The immature Christian is somewhat like a little child who is learning to obey, and who asks, "Why do I have to do that?" or "Wouldn't it be better to do it MY way?" 

But a Christian who experiences God's perfecting love finds himself enjoying the Word of God and truly loving it. He does not read the Bible as a boring textbook, but as a love letter from His Father in Heaven. Simply, love for God will show itself in obedience to Him and to His Word.

Surely, John has in mind Jesus’ words in John 14:15: “If you really love Me, keep My commandments.” John says that God’s commandments are not burdensome. The word “burdensome” means heavy, weighed down,  grievous,  oppressive, troublesome,  severe,  stern. 

But in reality, God’s commandments are not oppressive, severe or stern. His commandments are certainly not burdensome when we see how wise and good the commandments of God are. They are gifts from Him to show us the best and most fulfilling life possible. 

God’s commands are like the "manufacturer’s handbook" for life He tells us what to do because He knows how we work best. God’s commands are not given to bind us, or to cause us pain, or because God is a "cranky old man". His commandments are not burdensome because when we are born again, we are given new hearts – 

Hearts which by instinct wish to please God. And the reason God’s commandments are not irksome is because of our love for Him. 

Have you noticed that it is not hard to obey someone whom you really love? The idea is not that God’s commands ask too much of us, but that keeping them is an act of our love toward God. 

Legalism does, however, impose heavy burdens on believers. Matthew 23:4:- “For they bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men’s shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers.” Legalism is the opposite of living the Christian life in the liberty that we receive in Jesus Christ. 

The apostle Paul despised ONE sin more than any other in the believer's life - the sin of legalism. Legalism today is the attempt to live the Christian life based on a system of man-made policies and regulations. Legalism becomes a subtle substitute for a pure, simple relationship with the all-knowing all-powerful, unchangeable Lord. 

Legalism represents a system of salvation by good works done in the energy of the flesh. It declares a gospel of human effort apart from divine grace. It is man-made law supplanting grace.
As part of the New Covenant, the law of God has been written on the heart of every believer. (Jeremiah 31:33) The commandments of God are not burdensome when we compare them to the religious rules men make up. 

John is not trying to say obedience is an easy thing. If that were so, then, it would be easy for us to not sin, but John has already acknowledged that we all DO sin. (1st John 1:8). 

John is thinking of the contrast Jesus made between the religious requirements of the religious leaders of His day, and the simplicity of loving God and following Him. Jesus said all the rules and regulations of the Scribes and Pharisees were as heavy burdens. (Matthew 23:4). 

In contrast, Jesus said of Himself, “My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” (Matthew 11:30). Instead of the burdensome requirement to keep hundreds of little rules and regulations, Jesus simply says to us:-"Love Me and love My people, and you will be walking in obedience."

Those who are truly saved will be characterized by a desire to do the will of God. – to obey His commandments. When we love God, we will want to obey Him and please Him. When you love someone, it seems little trouble to go to a lot of difficulty to help them or please them. You enjoy doing it, though if you had to do it for an enemy, you would be complaining all the time. 

When the apostle John says that God’s commandments are not burdensome, he does not mean that they are not sometimes difficult. But rather, he means that they are the very things which born again people love to do! For example, when you tell a mother to take good care of her baby, you are only telling her what she LOVES to do. 

The commandments of the Lord are always the things which are best for us, and the things which our new nature takes a wholehearted delight. Just as the 7 years of Jacob’s service for Laban seemed only a few days to him because of the love he had for her, so obeying God’s commands does not seem a burden when we really love Him. (Genesis 29:18) An old proverb says, "Love feels no burdens."

PASSAGE 1st John 5:4-8

1st John 5:4-8:

4.  “For whatever is born of God overcomes  {is victorious over} the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world our faith. 

5.  Who is he who overcomes {is victorious over} the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

6.  This is He who came by water and blood Jesus Christ; not only by water, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who bears witness, because the Spirit is truth. 

7.  For there are three who bear witness {in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one.}

8.  {And there are three that bear witness on earth:} the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and these three agree as one.” 

You will recall that chapter 5 opens in verse 1 with a statement about belief:- “Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God,.” Everyone who is committed to the truth that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah of Israel, the eternal Son of God, has been born of God. The paragraph ends at verse 5 with a statement about belief as well: “Who is he who overcomes {is victorious over} the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?”

John begins with a principle that is so simple, yet so powerful - IF we are born of God, we will overcome the world. The idea that anything born of God could be defeated by this world is strange to John, and should be strange to us. 

The one who overcomes the world is the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. It is to believe that the One who was born in that manger in Bethlehem was none other than the eternal Son of God Himself, who had existed eternally with the Father and the Holy Spirit. It is to believe that Jesus Christ is the pre-existent Son of God from heaven. It is to believe that the eternal Son of God submitted Himself to the humiliation of BIRTH and ultimately the humiliation of DEATH.

We need to examine what the Lord God declares in His Word, and whether we believe it. You know, the gullibility of people never fails to amaze me. Aren’t you amazed at what people will believe? 

Just look at the headlines on some overseas tabloids: “Cow mattresses help cows produce more milk;” Mum on diet of only chicken, loses 30kgs in 2 weeks! World War II bomber found on the Moon; Woman gives birth to 2 Year old baby — Child walks and talks in 3 days; Adam and Eve’s bones found in Asia — Eve was a space alien.” Those items have actually been printed, read, and believed by gullible people. 

Yet these same people have trouble believing in the miracle working power of Almighty God! But the truth is that even Christians have a problem with faith. The challenge has always been to believe God. 

If we would enter into the place of God’s provision, we must have faith. Faith is the key that unlocks the door. By faith we came to know Jesus Christ, and by faith we enter into the promises of God. Faith is the place to begin.

Vance Havner used to tell the story of an elderly lady who was greatly disturbed by her many troubles both real and imaginary. Finally she was told in a kindly way by her family, "Grandma, we’ve done all we can do for you. You’ll just have to trust God for the rest." A look of utter despair spread over her face as she replied, "Oh, dear, has it come down to that?" Havner would say, "It always comes down to that, so we might as well begin with that!"

Do you have trouble with faith? I’m not talking about an initial, "come-to-the-altar-and-get-saved" faith, but a consistently abiding faith, a daily reliance and trust upon Jesus Christ. The life of abiding faith and trust in Jesus Christ is the life that overcomes the pressures and temptations of the world. 

Is it sometimes hard to believe God? I’m not talking about believing IN God, but believing God for His provisions. To walk by faith is not simply to believe in God, but rather to believe and trust God for ALL of life’s needs. This is so important. It is important because we are engaged in the living of life. 

And sometimes life is a struggle. For the believer, it is especially a struggle. Why? Because the one born of God is immediately put in conflict with the world. 

The Bible teaches that we are engaged in a relentless spiritual battle. The alternatives are clear. On the one hand there is defeat; on the other there is victory. 

The choice is between being an undercomer, one who is always being defeated by circumstances, or being an overcomer, one who rises above the circumstances. We can either be overcome by the world, or we can overcome the world. 

The idea of the word “overcomes” in our verse 4 is to prevail, to conquer, - to win a victory, - to overpower. The Greek goddess of victory was Nike, which also happens to be the name of a United States aerial missile. Both of them are named from the Greek word nike (NEE-kay) which simply means “victory”.

Did you know that every child of God has the capacity within them to conquer the world system? John says here in verse 4 that the Christian is "born of God."  This means he has the divine nature within him, and it is impossible for this divine nature to disobey God.  But if the old Adamic nature is in control of us, we will disobey God. The world appeals to the old nature and tries to make God's commandments seem burdensome.   (1st John 2:15-17)

In addition, the enemy of our soul, Satan, has marshalled all of his demonic forces for the sole purpose of overcoming the believer. On the other hand, the Lord has put in place a divine strategy by which we can become overcomers. It is a brilliant one. 

Not only has He placed His resources and spiritual provisions at our disposal, but He has placed within us an overcoming nature! This nature alone is born to conquer. It is the nature implanted in the believer at the new birth which makes the difference. 

The amazing truth is that we have been altered at the very core of our being. We have been transformed, from a creature destined for defeat, into a creature destined for victory. We have been inextricably united forever with our Saviour, who has already overcome the world. John 16:33:-“In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world  {for you}.''  

We too begin to overcome the world by allowing this new nature to have its way in our lives. In our contest with the world we must learn to yield to the nature of God within us. We must choose to trust in God. We must allow God to cause faith to rise up within us.

Though some Christians haven’t realised it yet, they have an invincible weapon within them. It is the overcoming new nature implanted in the believer at the new birth. And this new nature desires to believe God and His Word and to obey Him. The old nature, which continually tries to reassert itself, tells us that we can’t believe God. But it is by believing God and His Word that we overcome the world. 

Our text indicates that we are locked in a fierce battle with the world – and since that is true, it is important that we understand just what the world is. 

In this study we will learn the secret of victory over the world. The world system is a monstrous scheme of temptation, always trying to drag us away from what is eternal. It is always seeking to occupy us with what is temporary and sensual.

This “WORLD” named here by John is an invisible, spiritual system totally opposed to God and Christ. The “WORLD,” that John is warning us against, is Satan’s system for opposing the work of Christ on earth. It is the very opposite of what is godly, holy and spiritual. 

A Christian is a member of the HUMAN world, and he lives in the PHYSICAL world, but he does NOT belong to the SPIRITUAL world that is Satan’s system for opposing God. Anything in a Christian’s life that causes him to lose his enjoyment of the Father’s love, or his desire to DO the Father’s will is of this Satanic world system and must be avoided at all costs. This world has its own peculiar philosophy meticulously developed by the archenemy of God, Satan himself.

Some Christians are guilty of a casual playing down of the devastating danger of adopting the vain, antichrist philosophy of the world. But to this, John sounds the battle cry. He shouts out to us that “whatever is born of God overcomes the world.”

The Greek language emphasizes the fact that every Christian without exception--spiritual or carnal, mature or immature--has the faith to gain victory over this world system. It is through Christ who strengthens us that we experience the victory. God’s best soldiers are those who are conscious of their own weaknesses and ineffectiveness, and who rely solely on Him.

The word “overcome” is a favourite with John; he uses it in 1 John 2:13-14 with reference to overcoming the devil. He uses it seven times in Revelation to describe believers and the blessings they receive. (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21). 

But John is not describing a special class of believers. Rather, he is using the word overcomer as a name for the TRUE Christian. Anyone who has truly been born of God, is an overcomer because they are forever IN Christ and He is in them. 

You see, to be born of God means to share Christ’s victory over the world. This victory is a clear sign that we have the Lord Himself living within us. Only the person who is born of God really overcomes the world.

But it is not WE who overcome the world, - it is He living IN us. It is not faith in ourselves, but faith in Christ, that gives us the victory. All that we contribute is simply the fact that we believe in the eternal life of Jesus Christ present in us now. By faith we believe in Him at work in us, moment by moment, in the midst of all the pressures and trials, countering it with the power of His own life.

How do you win? How do you overcome the world? How do you keep steady; - how do you keep unmoved in the midst of all the uncertainty,  turbulence  and distractions of this world system? 

Well, the issue does not lie in your fighting. – although you do need to fight. You do need to pray, study and read the Scriptures, and know God's Word. You need to apply it in every situation in life. You need to put on the whole armour of God when the enemy comes against you like a roaring lion, sweeping all before him. You do need to stand firm.

But none of this is of any avail unless you are recognizing that it is the life of God within you that makes all the difference, - it is He who wins. It is He who overcomes. Your dependence is on His activity IN you. When you do that, you will realise that you are overcoming in His power.

Romans 8:37:- “Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.”

1st Corinthians 15:57:-“But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."

Thus, our faith in Him overcomes the world. It is faith in Jesus as the Son of God which imparts the victorious divine nature to us. It is this faith which opens our eyes to the kingdom of God and to our glorious inheritance in Christ. It is the faith which brings us into a wondrous, intimate relationship with Jesus, our risen Saviour. 

Faith is not simply saying that what God says is true; - true faith is acting on what God says BECAUSE it is true. It is a living faith in a living God, who lives IN us. Paul described it in Galatians 2:20:-"I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me;” 

What an astounding and profound statement. Christ lives in me! It is a life lived by faith in the eternal Son of God who added humanity to His deity and paid the price and penalty of our sins on a cruel, Roman cross. 

Continuing in Galatians 2:20 we read:-“and the life which I now live in the flesh {body} I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”

Four places in the Scripture, in Habakkuk, Romans, Galatians, and Hebrews, do we find the same phrase, "The just shall live by faith." The faith which overcomes the world is a faith lived out in deeds through the indwelling power of Christ. 

In James 2 we read of the relationship of faith and works. They go hand in glove. When we put our faith into action, we really begin to see what God can do. Don’t be afraid to believe God. There is no danger of developing eyestrain from looking on the bright side. 

Stepping out in faith will prove the words of Philippians 4:13:-"I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me." 

Dr. Jesse Henly, a Bible teacher and Greek scholar, translates it this way:-"I am almighty in the One who continually keeps pouring His power into me." 

Faith will bring you to that conviction. Faith will enable you to see beyond what seems impossible and believe it to be possible even though it may seem illogical. 

Philip Yancey defines faith as:-"Believing in advance in something that will only seem logical when seen in reverse."

F.B. Meyer said:-"Unbelief puts our circumstance between us and God, but faith puts God between us and our circumstances." 

Whatever the circumstances, choose to believe God and trust in His faithfulness even though sometimes that means you’ll have to take a risk! Faith is not walking only where you can see the way. 

Sometimes faith means crawling out on a limb because that’s where the fruit is. The great men and women named in Hebrews 11 ALL won their victories "by faith." They simply took God at His word and acted on it, and He honoured their faith and gave them victory. Remember, Christ has already won the victory. 

By faith we enter into His victory as we come to know and trust Him better. By faith we experience that victory over the world as we allow Him complete control of our lives. It is this overcoming faith which pulls it all together. It is this active faith which makes the difference and causes it all to work. 

Faith enables us to SEE what others cannot see. ( Hebrews. 11:7, 13, 27). As a result, faith enables us to DO what others cannot do! 

Christianity is absolutely unique. It is unique in the sense that it is the only divinely appointed way to enter into a personal relationship with the one true and living God. There is only one way, only one Name, only one God, only one Lord, only one Saviour and only one Mediator. Our claim that Christianity is unique comes, not from arrogance, but from simple empirical FACT! 

Let’s move on to our verse 5:-“Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?” 

You know, some never overcome because they have never truly believed. But for those who have exercised their faith in the redemption found only in Jesus Christ, there is power available to overcome . 

Both the English word and the Greek, for “overcomes” are in the present tense. The Greek indicates that this victory is a continual overcoming. Therefore, not "overcame"  as though our battles are all past, - nor "will overcome" as though we have no victory now, but "overcomes"  to show that our victory is continuous.

To paraphrase what John wrote:-"You Christians do not have to walk around defeated, because Jesus Christ has made you victors! He has defeated every enemy and you share His victory. Now, by faith, claim His victory." 

Let’s move on to our next verse 6:-“This is He who came by water and blood Jesus Christ; not only by water, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who bears witness, because the Spirit is truth.” 

Now, we come to the combined testimony of three witnesses to Christ the Messiah. All three testimonies point to the same end – that Jesus is the pre-existent, eternal Son of God. 

John has been emphasizing that Jesus is the Messiah, the eternal Son of God who stepped foot into humanity as Jesus Christ. John makes it clear that the Jesus he speaks of is not the Gnostic, "phantom" Jesus who was so holy He could have nothing to do with this world. The Jesus we must believe on is the Jesus who came by water and blood - you can’t get more "earthy" than that. 

John is returning to a theme he started with in the beginning of the letter - the real, historical foundation for our trust and faith in Jesus Christ. In 1st John 1:1-3 the emphasis was on what was seen and heard and looked upon and handled – real stuff, - real people, - real things. 

Just like water and blood are real, so was the coming of the Son of God, Jesus Christ. Through the centuries, there have been many different ideas about exactly what John means by writing that Jesus came by water and blood. A great deal of discussion has arisen over the meaning of these words.

Luther, and Calvin felt that the water speaks of our own baptism, and the blood speaks of receiving communion. They thought that perhaps John was saying that Jesus “comes” to us in the two Christian sacraments of baptism and communion Yet, if this is the case, it doesn’t add up with the historical perspective John has when he writes, - “This is He who CAME by water and blood”. 

John seems to be writing of something which happened in the past, - not something ongoing. Some, such as Augustine, feel that the water and blood refer to that which flowed from the Saviour’s side when it was pierced by a Roman spear as He hung on the cross. Yet, if this is the case, it is a little unclear how it can be said that Jesus came by water and blood.

Others feel that the water refers to the Spirit of God and that the blood refers to the blood shed on Calvary. Still others believe it is a reference to natural birth, where water and blood are present. 

I would like to suggest a 5th interpretation that takes particular account of the Gnostic heresy which the apostle is seeking to combat in this Epistle. As mentioned earlier, the Gnostics believed that the Christ came upon Jesus at His baptism and left Him before His crucifixion, namely in the garden of Gethsemane. In other words, they would say, “The Christ did not die on the cross, but Jesus the man died.” This, of course, robs His work of any atoning value for the sins of others. 

But John is saying that Jesus was just as much the Christ when He died on the cross as when He was baptised in the Jordan. I believe that John is using water as an emblem of Jesus’ baptism, and blood as a symbol of His atoning death on the cross. This encapsulates our Lord’s entire earthly ministry which commenced at His baptism and ended at the cross. This explanation is in line with the oldest recorded Christian understanding of this passage (first recorded by the ancient Christian Tertullian). 

Therefore, we will take it that John means the water of Jesus’ baptism, and the blood of His crucifixion. When Jesus was baptised, He was not baptised in repentance for His own sin. - He had none. He submitted to baptism because He wanted to completely identify with sinful humanity. – though He Himself was sinless! 

When He came by water, it was His way of saying, "I am one of you." For the sin-defiled members of the human race Christ’s baptism was necessary as a symbolic representation of what God does when a sinner returns to his Lord. There must be repentance and a cleansing and forgiveness of sin. 

The Lord Jesus of course did not personally require such a cleansing, and it was this that gave pause to John the Baptist when he saw the Lord coming toward him. He said to Jesus as recorded in Matthew 3:14:-"I have need to be baptised by You, and are You coming to me?''

John even tried to make Jesus change His mind! – But Jesus would not be deterred. I like the way the Good News Bible translates His reply to John in Matthew 3:15:- “But Jesus answered Him, ‘Let it be so for now. For in this way we shall do all that God requires.’   So John agreed." 

Jesus was perfectly righteous and He was committed to doing all that God required. So He was baptised even though He did not need to be. He was baptised to be an example to us that we should do all that God requires of us. 

We see in Christ’s baptism the evidence of His sinless life. You see, the only way that Christ could make an atonement for us was to live a sinless life. Only a sinless sacrifice could make atonement. 

When Jesus died on the cross, He did not die because He HAD to. (death could have no power over Him) He willingly laid down His life to identify with sinful humanity and to save us from the penalty and punishment of our sin. 

But merely a sinless life would not be enough in itself. When He came by . . . blood it was to die, to stand in our place and to take the punishment our sin justly deserved. 2nd Corinthians 5:21:-“For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”

As I mentioned earlier, some taught (and still teach) that Jesus received the "Christ Spirit" at His baptism, and the "Christ Spirit" left Jesus before He died on the cross  It was unthinkable to them that God could hang on a cross. 

But John insists that Jesus did not only come by the water of baptism (which the Gnostics would concede), but also by the blood of the cross. He was just as much the Son of God on the cross as He was when the Father declared at the baptism of Jesus:-Luke 3:22:-“You are My beloved Son; in You I am well pleased.” 

It seems that the human heart is perpetually trying to rid itself of the doctrine of the atonement. Men would like to have the Lord Jesus as a perfect Man, the ideal Example, who has given us a marvellous code of morals. But John here insists that the Lord Jesus is not only Perfect Man, but Perfect God also, and that the same One who was baptised in the Jordan River gave His life as a sacrifice for sinners. 

At the foot of the cross in unconscious irony the mockers cried out, "He saved others; - Himself he could not save," (Matthews 27:42) How true it was! His life was for others.  He willingly and deliberately laid down His life on our behalf. They ridiculed Christ and shouted, “Come down from the Cross and we will believe on You.” 

If man can just eliminate the cross from their thinking, they will be happy. But John says, “No. You cannot have the Lord Jesus Christ apart from His perfect redemptive work at Calvary.” 

We may find it difficult to relate to this ancient manner of trying to avoid the offence of the cross by saying "it really wasn’t the Son of God who hung on the cross."  But in our modern age we have our own ways of trying to avoid the offence of the cross. Some deny Jesus was God at all, and just think of Him as a "noble martyr." Some trivialize the cross, making it a mere ornament in jewellery and pop fashion trends. Others replace the cross with a self-help, self-esteem gospel of psychology, or use a cross less evangelism.

The death of Jesus Christ only makes sense when we at last realise that it was completely for others. As the prophet Isaiah predicted in Isaiah 53:5:-“But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed.”

John says at the end of verse 6 that:-“And it is the Spirit who bears witness, because the Spirit is truth.”

John now steps beyond the apostolic testimony of New Testament writers to the testimony of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit cannot give testimony to anything but the “truth.” He must tell the truth by His very nature. - He cannot lie. He bears witness that Christ came not with water only, but with water and with blood, because this is the truth of God. 

2nd Peter 1:21 tells us that the Holy Spirit is the Author of the Bible. And the mission of the Holy Spirit is to glorify Christ who is the truth. John 16:14:-"He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.”

Any ministry today that glorifies the Holy Spirit above the Lord Jesus Christ is off target and skew whiff. The Holy Spirit bears witness with our human spirit in a number of ways. 

First, He bears witness that we belong to God and are children of God. Romans 8:16:-“The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.” Jesus stated that He is truth itself and the Holy Spirit bears witness to that truth. 

But, as John reminds us in our verse 6, the Holy Spirit is also absolute truth as is Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit bears witness to the true Person of Jesus Christ, even as Jesus promised He would. “He will testify of Me . . . He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you”.      John 15:26; 16:14. 

The Holy Spirit delights in communicating who and what the Lord Jesus Christ is all about. The consistent message of the Holy Spirit to us is, "Here is Jesus."

So, the Spirit, the water, and the blood are all consistent witnesses in telling us who Jesus is. These three agree as one. It isn’t that the Holy Spirit tells us one thing, the water another, and the blood something else. Jesus’ life, His death, and the Holy Spirit ALL tell us who Jesus is, and they tell it to us in complete agreement.

Let’s move on to our verses 7-8:-

7.  For there are three who bear witness {in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one.}

8.  {And there are three that bear witness on earth:} the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and these three agree as one.” 

It always disturbs some devout Christians to learn that parts of verses 7-8, as found in the KJV and NKJV, are actually found in only a handful of Greek manuscripts of the NT. But this does not in any way affect the truth of the inspiration of the Scriptures.  The words in question occur in no Greek manuscript until the 14th century, except for one 11th century and one 12th century manuscript in which they have been added to the margin by another hand. Some people think it is important to retain the words because they mention the three Persons of the trinity. However, the truth of the Trinity does not depend on this passage alone, but is found in many other portions of the Scriptures.

It is probably best to regard these words as the work of an over-zealous copyist who thought that the New Testament needed a little help with the doctrine of the Trinity, and he figured this was a good place to do it. OR, perhaps the words just started as notes written in the margin of a manuscript, but the next person who copied the manuscript thought they must belong in the text itself.

Passages like this give us no reason to fear that our New Testaments are unreliable. In the entire NT, there are only 50 passages which have any sort of question regarding the reliability of the text, and none of those are the sole foundation for any Christian doctrine or belief. If 50 passages sounds like a lot, see it this way: no more than 1/1000th of the text is in question at all. This gives us assurance, not doubt.

But what is the potential harm? Let’s say you are talking about the truth of the Trinity with some religious person who doesn’t believe it. (such as a Jehovah’s Witness). You then bring up these verses in 1st John 5:7-8 to support your position on the Trinity. They then hasten to show you how this passage doesn’t belong in the Bible. 

Then it gets you thinking, "Well, maybe the Trinity isn’t true. Maybe Jesus isn’t God. - Maybe it’s just the invention of people who would try to change the Bible." See the damage this can do?

The New Testament is fine just like God inspired it. It doesn’t need our "improvements." Though the teaching of these added words is true, they shouldn’t be here, because we should not add our words to the Bible and claim they are God’s Words.

The text of 1st John 5:7-8 should more accurately read:-“For there are three that bear witness: the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and these three agree as one.”

Having stated in the previous verses the Person and work of Christ, John now goes on to state the trustworthiness of our belief in Him. He says that there are three that bear witness - the Spirit, - the water, and the blood; and these three agree as one. Although the Word of God should be sufficient for us, as a basis of faith, He condescends to give us a threefold witness concerning the truth. 

First of all, the Spirit of God bears witness to the truth that Jesus Christ is God and that He is the only Saviour of the world. The witness of the Spirit is found in the written Word of God. 

Then there is the witness of the water. I believe that this refers to what happened at the baptism of the Lord Jesus. At that event, God opened the heavens and publicly proclaimed to the world:-“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Thus God the Father added His own witness to God the Spirit concerning the Person of Jesus Christ.

Finally, there is the witness of the blood. On the cross, the Lord Jesus bore witness concerning Himself that He is the eternal Son of God. Even the Roman centurion who witnessed His death on the cross exclaimed, “Truly, this Man was the Son of God!”

No one took His life from Him; He laid it down willingly by Himself. If He were a mere man, He could not have done this. The blood of the Lord Jesus Christ witnesses that the sin question has been settled once and for all to the satisfaction of God. 

All these three witnesses agree as one. That is, they are totally united in the testimony concerning the perfection of the Person and work of Jesus Christ. 

Jesus Christ is alive today and He desires to live His life in us and through us. When you surrender your life to God, you yield to Christ for Him to come and live within. And by His Spirit, that is precisely what He does. - He comes to live within each believer. His abiding life within us is what makes us spiritually alive and overcomers. 

PASSAGE - 1st John 5:9-13:-

9.  If we receive {as we do} the witness of men, the witness of God is greater; for this is the witness of God which He has testified of {concerning} His Son. 

10.  He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son. 

11.  And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 

12.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.

13. These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.” 

Now John comes in with a telling argument. If we receive {as we do} the witness of men, the witness of God is greater;

In everyday life, we constantly accept the word of our fellow men. If we did not, business would come to a standstill and social life would be impossible.

One of the commonest experiences of life is to act upon the word or testimony of another person, oftentimes even that of a stranger. We will sometimes do the most amazing things in response to the simple declaration of a person we have never met before. We accept the testimony of men who may be mistaken and who may be deceivers.

Now, since we do this in everyday life, how much more should we trust the Word of God, who cannot fail, and who cannot lie! Now, is not God more dependable than man? It is most unreasonable not to believe God because His witness is absolutely credible.  -   That is John's argument. 

John is saying that IF we are willing to believe people, we should also be willing to believe God. If you will take the word of a stranger and act on it, can you not believe the Word of God? Especially when He has caused the testimony to be written down by the eyewitnesses of these events? 

According to Scripture, the truth of an event could be verified by the mouth of two or three witnesses. (Deut. 17:6; Matt. 18:16). John is proclaiming that God's witness is greater than man's witness. 

God Himself gives direct testimony that Jesus Christ is His Son, in verses 9 through 12. If we are to establish truth from the mouths of two or three human witnesses, then we certainly can establish the truth from the mouth of the father, the Son and the Holy Spirit! All three are totally united in the testimony concerning the perfection of the Person and work of Jesus Christ.

It is normal to trust what people say. How much greater is God’s credibility and witness to Jesus Christ? We could have no greater source to the wonder of the Lord Jesus than the Father. The most important reason why we should believe in the Person and work of Christ is because God the Father is the witness to Him.

Matthew 3:17:-  (Baptism)  “And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’

Matthew 17:5:- (Transfiguration) “While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!’ {Listen to Him}

Let’s now move on to our next verse 10:- “He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son.” 

When a person does accept God’s testimony concerning His Son, God seals the truth by giving that person the unmistakable witness of the Holy Spirit within him. When we believe on Jesus Christ, we receive the Holy Spirit as an inner confirmation of our right standing before God. Romans 8:16 puts it like this:-“The Spirit Himself bears witness with our Spirit that we are children of God.

If we refuse to believe God’s testimony concerning His Son, then we are making God out to be a liar, John says. It is one thing to call God a liar but it is another thing to “make” Him a liar. Making God a liar is worse than calling God a liar. The person who does not believe God’s testimony about His Son, Jesus Christ makes God a liar.

How does he do this? “because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son.” 

People think that they can accept or reject God’s testimony concerning Christ, but John would have them know that to reject it is to accuse Almighty God of dishonesty. You insult God if you do not believe the record He has given.

Suppose someone should come up to you and you would make to them some statement of fact, and they would say to you:-"Well, you know, I'm trying to believe you." How would you regard that? Would you not take that as an insult? Wouldn’t you feel that they were definitely questioning your integrity and your character? 

If they were to say, "I wish I could believe what you say," would you not say, "What do you mean? Why can't you believe what I say? Do you think I'm a liar?" 

How much greater cause has God to say that to us when he has given us the record, indelibly engraved in history, and confirmed by the witness of the Holy Spirit within? Yet men have the audacity to say to Him:-"Oh, I'm trying to believe. I wish I could believe. Oh, that I could convince myself that this is true!" 

Such rejection of God’s testimony over time can lead to a place where a person is permanently hardened against God. It is a very serious thing indeed to make Almighty God out to be a liar. What hope can there be for the one who persists in hearing what God says about His Son, and making Him a liar?

Let’s move on to verses 11-12:-

11.  “And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 

12.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.”

John, in the previous verse, has just "raised the stakes" regarding the testimony of God.  Not to believe it is to make God a liar. And if God is a liar, then nothing is certain. - We are still in our sins destined for eternal incarceration in Hell.  Our faith is futile! If we reject God’s testimony about His Son, Jesus Christ, we are making God a liar. We don’t want to do that, so we must accept the testimony. - And what is God’s testimony?

“That God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.” God has gone on record in His Word as offering eternal life to those who will believe on Jesus Christ. Millions and millions of Christians have proved that God’s record is true. This is God’s essential message to man: eternal life is a gift from God, received in Jesus Christ. 

But this gift is a Person—Jesus Christ. We receive eternal life not only from Christ, but in Christ. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

John emphasizes the truth of eternal life to expose the lies of the Gnostics. – The legalists in John’s day. They did NOT possess eternal life. They tried to introduce a system of salvation and spirituality by WORKS.

But John’s readers had passed from spiritual death to eternal life at the moment of salvation. (John 5:24; 1st John 3:14). They had eternal security. 

Similarly, the Christian passes from spiritual death to eternal life at the point of belief in Jesus Christ. He receives life as God has it. (John 3:15) He can now freely have fellowship with the Son and the Father as this fellowship is the result of the eternal relationship that he now has. God makes eternal life freely available as a GIFT.  

Whoever believes in the Lord Jesus Christ receives eternal life as a free gift. Romans 6:23:-“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”.

Our God is not an “Indian giver”. His gift of eternal life in Christ Jesus is permanent and never rescinded! In Romans 11:29 we read:-“For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.”

Now the word, “irrevocable.”  means, irreversible, immutable, unchangeable, never rescinded, permanent. The issue for John’s readers was not salvation but false teachers who tried to impose a false system of spirituality on them. Please note that the eternal life that God gives He also MAINTAINS. Our eternal keeping does not rest on the uncertainty of merit or works; - it rests solely on the finished work of Christ on the cross.  

John 10:28-29:- (Amplified)

28. “And I give them eternal life, and they shall never lose it or perish throughout the ages. {To all eternity they shall never by any means be destroyed.} And no one is able to snatch them out of My hand. 

29. My Father, Who has given them to Me, is greater and mightier than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand”.

We do not have to worry about God making good on His promises. God never goes back on His Word. Numbers 23:19:-"God is not a man, that He should lie, nor a son of man, that He should repent. Has He said, and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?”

Whenever we doubt the promises of God, we know that Satan or his cohorts are at work in our lives. God has promised that whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ, the eternal Son of God has eternal life. 

But what does the term “eternal” life really mean? - It can’t mean mere immortality.    Why not? Because the soul of every human being, made in the image of God, is already immortal. So if God was offering immortality, He would be offering us something that every human being already has!

What part of man is immortal? It is clear that the physical BODY of man dies – it clearly is NOT immortal. But man is much more that just an encasing called a BODY. Man is much more than 70% water and a chemical value of approx $20.00! Man is a living SOUL.!!  You don’t have a soul as if it is something independent of you – You ARE the soul.!!

The soul is the human being within the body. It is the "you" resident in your body. It is the real you, the true inner person. God does not terminate a soul once He creates one. This means that our souls will live forever, - either in heaven or in hell. 

To summarise what I have been saying, ALL unbelievers have everlasting life. In fact, every human being ever born has everlasting, or immortal life. The unbeliever is a living soul and therefore he has “soul” life, - and that's everlasting life. So eternal life must be something different from everlasting life.  

We know from the Word of God that eternal life belongs only to genuine born again believers. The Greek word for “eternal” is the same word “Aionios” which is found in John 5:24:-"Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal  {Aionios} life , and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.”

Unfortunately, the King James and New King James version mistranslates this word as “everlasting”. The Greek word, “Aionios” always refers to the very life of God Himself; - eternal life. 

So, what is the difference between the everlasting life that every human soul has, and the eternal life that John says is promised in and through faith in Jesus Christ? The difference is critical and decides where and with whom each human being will spend eternity after physical death. “Everlasting” life means that it has a beginning but no end. 

In Genesis 2:7 we read that after the Lord God formed man’s BODY of the dust of the ground, He then breathed into his nostrils the breath of lives; and man became a living being. He had BOTH spiritual life, which allowed him to freely fellowship with God, and he had SOUL life which includes the mind, the will, emotions,  conscience and self- awareness. God's divine breath permeated the lifeless, moulded form of man and transformed it into a living being.!!!

The first step was exceedingly important, - but the moistened dust was far from being a man until the second miracle was complete. While Adam’s body lay motionless on the ground prior to God breathing into him the breath of lives, he was not a living being. It was God who imparted spiritual life and soul life to Adam. The rest of the story is history.

Adam sinned and died spiritually and since that time, every human being is born spiritually dead but still retains their soul life which is everlasting or immortal life. This everlasting life had a beginning but it has no end.

On the other hand, eternal life has no beginning AND no end! - It is the very life of God! (Aionios) The human spirit expresses itself through the soul. The soul, in turn, expresses itself through the physical body. 

1)
The SPIRIT is the seat of our God-consciousness.

2)
The SOUL is the seat of our self-consciousness.

3)
The BODY is the seat of our world-consciousness.

A)
In the spirit, God dwells

B)
In the soul, self dwells

C)
In the body, the physical senses dwell

Understand these words, and you will be well on your way to an understanding of the nature of man. It all boils down to who YOU believe Jesus Christ is. Anyone who claims that Jesus Christ is merely a great teacher, a profound philosopher or a wonderful religious leader is without the eternal life that God gives. Jesus is far more than these things. He is the Son of God, the Mediator for our sins, - God Almighty - and true and perfect humanity.

IF you refuse to accept Jesus Christ as fully GOD and fully MAN who died for our sins, God says that you will die in your sins! You are someone who undermines God’s grace plan for salvation. 

When you deny Jesus as the Messiah, when you deny Jesus as the eternal Son of God, you deny God’s solution for the payment of the penalty of your sins. You are saying that you refuse to accept God’s gracious, FREE gift of eternal life offered to you through the sacrificial death of His own Son.

God can do no more for you! It is tantamount to purchasing your own one-way ticket to HELL! And when you get there you will have no one to blame but yourself!

Eternal life with the Father doesn’t just mean "a life that lasts for eternity." It describes the kind of life that God, the Eternal One, has in Himself. Eternal life is more than a quantity of life that lasts forever; it is a quality of life, the highest spiritual life irrespective of time. (John 17:2-3; 3:15,16; 5:24-26; 6:40,47,68; 10:10,28; 11:25-26).  

This life is the very life of God Himself. This is the kind of life that man needs in order to live in Heaven with God forever. - But how do we get it?

How can a person change the final destination of their immortal soul from Hell to Heaven? There is only one way. Jesus stated it clearly in John 14:6:- "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me”. John 1:12:-But as many as received Him, {Jesus Christ} to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name:”

Eternal life is life that never ends, but the essential factor about eternal life is not quantity, but quality. It is abiding in the very life of God. It is having the eternal Son of God living His life IN you and through you. It is experiencing the abundance of God’s peace and joy that flows out of His real Presence in your life. It is fullness of life, the full quality of divine life lived out right in your situation, right now, and increasing in fullness of enjoyment FOREVER.

Of course, we also get to live forever with God in Heaven. - And we get to taste it here and now! What happens when we come to Christ and begin to live by His Word is that we embark on a new dimension of living.

Just think about it:-That God could take people like us People full of sins, people lurching headlong toward eternal condemnation and Hell; That He could change our eternal destiny and give us the highest quality of life imaginable is indeed the most miraculous of ALL miracles.

This is why Jesus came and this is why He died on the Cross. He came and died to reach out and touch us. He came to change our eternal destiny. He did His part, - now the rest is up to man! God not only wants us to enjoy eternal life in eternity but also now in time. 

Eternal life is more than life in the future; we can enjoy the benefits of eternal life in time right NOW. Eternal life from God begins the millisecond that a person believes in Jesus Christ. 

That person doesn’t have to wait until he dies before it becomes his. If you are a Christian, you are living eternal life, God’s very own life, right now in a human body. But if you don’t have eternal life right now, you won’t get it when you die! It will be too late then. You will have missed out on the opportunity of a lifetime!

Did you know that there are no atheists in Hades? There will be no unbelievers in hell. This is why it is so important to have the promise of eternal life right now. And we have this promise if God’s truth abides in us, and we abide in the Son and in the Father. 

Fellowship with the Father and with the Son in time is a foretaste of fellowship with them forever in eternity.  We possess a new essence of life, the life of God Himself. 

In other words, eternal life, as John is using it here, is the daily adventure of experiencing God's solution to every problem, - instead of yours. It is the discovery of God's programme for every opportunity, instead of yours. Every obstacle becomes a glorious opportunity. 

There is no more reason for despair and gloom because every situation, no matter how frightening it might be for the moment, is but an opportunity; An opportunity to display the fullness of glory, wisdom and power that is in the God Who has come to live within us and make His home in us. Now that is something different, is it not? 

What a life that is, - what jubilant excitement that involves! If only those who are burdened with troubles and heartache would trust Him and accept His invitation! They would then know that God shall supply all their need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 

They would then know that greater is He Who is within them than he who is in the world. They would then know that they can do all things through Christ who strengthens them. That is what eternal life is! There is nothing in this world that can be remotely compared with it.!!

Dr. H. A. Ironside used to tell of a man who had great doubts about whether or not he was a Christian. He had been troubled by certain people who said that God only elected certain individuals to be saved; if you were not of the elect there was no chance for you. The perfectly proper Biblical truth of election had been distorted to extreme proportions, and he felt that there was no way that he could know whether or not he was among the elect. 

One day he went home after hearing a sermon on the verse John 3:36:- He who believes in the Son has eternal life” He got down on his knees and said, "Now, Father, I want to settle this question.   Show me whether I have eternal life, or not." 

And opening his Bible, his eyes fell on the verses we are studying today:- He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son.” 

He said in his prayer:-"Father, I don't want to make you a liar and it says here that if I don't believe the testimony that you give about the Son, I'm making you a liar. Now I don't want to do that. What is the testimony?

" And he read the next part of the next verse 11, "And this is the testimony," and he stopped right there. He was so emotional that he put his thumb over the rest of the verse and said:- "Lord, it says here that if I don't believe the testimony that you gave concerning your Son, I'm making you a liar, and I don't want to make you a liar. I believe that I've got what that testimony is right under my thumb here, and I'm going to take my thumb off and read it, and Lord, help me to believe it, because I don't want to make you a liar." 

With great trepidation he raised his thumb and read, "And this is the testimony. . . that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. All of a sudden it came home to him. The penny dropped.  He saw it so clearly.

He raced to the next verse 12 and read:-“He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.”  

God has given us something, and it is wrapped up in a person, the Son of God. If you have received the Son, you have His life -- manifested, of course, by the things John has been talking about in this letter: righteousness, truth, and love. 

If you have not received the Son of God, no matter how earnest you are. No matter how devoted you have been, No matter how religiously intent you have been, seeking to do everything you could think of to please God, If you do not have the Son, you do not have eternal life. 

That is the issue, is it not? Either you have Him, or you do not have Him; either you know Jesus Christ, or you do not know Him. There is no middle ground, it is one or the other.

Let’s conclude with verse 13:-“These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.”

John comes to what is one of the most important verses of Scripture in the Bible. The purpose of this letter is to move us from doubt to certainty -- "that you may know that you have eternal life." God wants His children to know that they belong to Him. He wants us to “know” that we “have eternal life”, not assume or feel that we have it.  

“Know” means to know with God- imparted innate knowledge. This is a settled knowledge that gives peace to the mind and heart. Eternal life is the same kind of life that God possesses. God is willing to share His life with us.

The Apostle John is the only writer who tells distinctly why he wrote 2 of his books. John was inspired by the Spirit to write his Gospel to assure us that “Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God” (John 20:31). We read in John 20:30-31:-

30.  “And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 

31.  but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.”

John tells us that he wrote the Gospel of John that we might know how to be saved. But he wrote this epistle so that we may be sure that we are the children of God. (1st John 5:13). We read in our verse 13 that having now believed in Jesus Christ, we know that we have eternal life right now:-“These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life” John tells us that he wrote Ist John that we might know we are saved! 

God wants you to know that if you have believed in the redemptive work of Jesus Christ on the Cross, then you are now saved and stand saved for all eternity! Yes, you can say with the greatest of assurance that you are saved. 

There may be times when you don’t feel saved or loved by God. But your salvation never depends on your feelings. Feelings can be very fickle and unreliable. You can’t always depend on feelings, but you can always depend on God and on His Word. You must see yourself as a child of God in order to live like a child of God!

It would be helpful at this point to review the characteristics of God’s children:-

1st John 2:29:-“Everyone also who practices righteousness is born of Him”  

1st John 3:9:- Whoever has been born of God does not habitually practice sin, 

1st John 3:14:- “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren.” 

1st John 4:7:-“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.” 

1st John 5:4:-“For whatever is born of God overcomes the world.” 

If you bear these “birthmarks,” you can say with confidence that you are a child of God. 

When Sir James Simpson, the discoverer of chloroform, was on his deathbed, a friend asked him, “Sir, what are your speculations?” Simpson replied: “Speculations! I have no speculations! ‘For I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day.’”

Can you also say that with absolute confidence? The real question to us is: Do we know of a certainty that we have been spiritually regenerated?  Do we know of a certainty that we have been born again?….born from above? If we do not have assurance of salvation, we will not have the joy of our salvation.  

D.L. Moody once declared:- "I've never known anyone who was any good in the service of Christ who did not, first of all, have the assurance of his or her salvation.' 

How can you share eternal life with others if you are not sure whether you have it yourself? It is hard to invite others to be saved when you are not sure about your own salvation! How can you lead your children to Christ if you have doubts about it yourself? Do you have the Son? 

When it comes to your salvation it does not have to be "I think so,"  but  "I know so!" “I am absolutely certain.” If you have the Son of God living within, you have the very life of God. You can know without a shadow of doubt that you are spiritually alive by your personal relationship to Jesus Christ.

PASSAGE  1st John 5:14-15:

In the previous passage we saw that eternal life is a gift from God, and that this gift is a Person—Jesus Christ. 

1st John 5:11-12 says:-

11.  “And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 

12.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.”

God has promised that whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ, the eternal Son of God has eternal life.

We noted that the Greek word for eternal life is “Aionios” and it always refers to the very life of God Himself. This eternal life has no beginning AND no end! - It is the very life of God! 

Please note that no angel has the “aionios” eternal life that a believer in Jesus Christ has. Eternal life is more than a quantity of life that lasts forever; it is a quality of life, the highest quality of spiritual life possible. (John 17:2-3; 3:15,16; This is the kind of life that man needs in order to live in Heaven with God forever. 

Eternal life from God begins the millisecond that a person believes in Jesus Christ. If you are a Christian, you are living eternal life, God's very own life, right now in a human body. 

On the other hand, those who have rejected Jesus Christ do not have this life. They have soul life which is everlasting life which has a beginning but no end. This life does not qualify them to live with God. Their choice to reject God’s grace plan of salvation through His Son Jesus Christ ensures that their eternal destiny is one of suffering, eternally separated from the God who loved them and died for them.

Let’s move on to the verses that we will consider in this passage :- 1st John 5:14-15:-

 14.  “Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, [in agreement with His own plan}, He hears us. 

15.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.” 

John was an old man when he wrote this. He was the last of the apostles, - the final one who had known Jesus in the days of His flesh and who had been specially commissioned by the Lord to care for the church and to write the Scriptures. John's point is to strengthen those who believe in Jesus Christ  so that they can live lives filled with confidence, joy and vitality. 

He begins by talking about prayer, or “life lived in God's Presence”. John gives us a wonderful description of the life of prayer---prayer that is not entered into unwillingly, foolishly, or fearfully; - prayer that we do not shy away from because we're unsure of whether we'll be heard. 

For many, prayer is a confusing matter characterized by a great deal of erratic effort and then long periods of dryness.

But this message from John on prayer is not complete. There is a great deal more about prayer that John doesn't raise here. 

For example, he doesn't talk about praise of God. Prayer, as we discover in the Bible, is often wonderful, thoughtful, heartfelt praise and adoration offered to the Lord God. Other areas of prayer revolve around thanksgiving as we thoughtfully review what God has done for the human race and for us as individuals, expressing our thanks to Him without reservation. But John doesn't write about that either.

John is writing about the kind of prayer that is probably most familiar to us, and that is asking God for things or making petitions of Him. It is going to Him with our lives---our needs, our burdens, our confusions, our hopes and dreams---and saying, "Lord, please help me with these things." And John expects us to do it boldly, confidently, enthusiastically, regularly.

Now, most of us have heard sermons on prayer. We have prayed for all kinds of things. But I suppose the most difficult thing to handle about prayer is unanswered prayer. Unanswered prayer is frustrating, and unsettling to say the least. Why aren't all our prayers answered? Well, the answer to that question should be obvious. In fact, even Garth Brooks sings a song entitled "Thank God for Unanswered Prayer." 

Some of our prayers don't need to be answered, except by a NO! And “No” is just as much an answer as “Yes”.

Ruth Graham, Billy Graham's wife, once said, "God has not always answered my prayers.    If He had, I would have married the wrong man several times!" 

There is no doubt all of us have asked for things which, had we gotten them, would have caused us more hurt than help. At the time, they seemed like a good idea. But, looking back, we see now that we were far better off without them.

John deals with the subject of prayer in our text. John has been developing the idea of confidence in God. Prayer is a demonstration of the Christian's confidence in God.

In the previous verse, 1st John 5:13, he wrote:-These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life,….”

Now, for those who know they have eternal life, John relates the idea of confidence in God, - to prayer. It never fails to amaze me that we trust God for eternal life but we cannot trust Him for this life. We trust God for a life without end in Heaven with Him, but we do not trust Him to meet our every day needs here on earth.

It certainly is not an accident that John closes his letter with an emphasis upon the subject of prayer. There is a deep-seated instinct for prayer buried within each human being. Given enough stress, and given the right circumstances, it will come out. That is why it is said, "There are no atheists in fox holes." Under the pressure of danger there is a deep-seated desire in man to cry out to God for help. 

I read of a sea captain who described the violence of a storm by saying, "God heard from plenty of strangers that night." 

Perhaps there is no aspect of Christian faith that is so puzzling to many as that of unanswered prayer. Almost all the problems in prayer are a result of ignorance of the nature of prayer. Prayer is a mysterious thing to many, and, because they do not understand it, they make experiments in the realm of prayer. 

But these sometimes do not turn out, and many have lost faith in prayer because their prayers have gone unanswered. 

They conclude that prayer is a failure, and God Himself must be a failure, too.

It is one thing to know that Jesus Christ is God and that we are God’s children; but what about the needs and problems of daily life? Jesus helped people when He was here on earth; does He still help them? Earthly fathers take care of their children; - does the Heavenly Father respond when His children call on Him? Yes, He certainly does.!!

God is Spirit and prayer connects you to the spiritual realm, which by the way, is more real than the physical realm. In fact the Word of God says that this world is passing away. 

Prayer is not complicated.  Actually, it is a simple thing. Even children can pray, and pray very successfully, and very effectively. Yet the understanding of the nature of prayer is infinitely complex and requires some considerable knowledge before prayers are answered on a regular basis. 

In this closing section of his letter John gives us certain basic, general principles about prayer, then he follows them with a specific illustration. We have first the general principles in Verses 14 and 15:-

14.  “Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, [in agreement with His own plan}, He hears us. 

15.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him. 

Unfortunately, for many Christians prayer is a venture, an experiment. There is nothing very certain about it. Many often pray simply because they don’t know what else to do. They reach a dead end and say, “Well, things have become so bad there's nothing else to do but pray, I suppose" as though that were the final and last resort. 

But you do not see that attitude in the Apostle John. What is his reaction to this matter of prayer? “Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, [in agreement with His own plan}, He hears us. There is a great and very clear note of complete certainty there. Prayer is not an experiment, prayer is a certainty with John, - a sure thing. He knows it works, and he knows how it works. 

Now you cannot read the N.T. without realizing that God delights in bold praying, and in bold people. Read the Epistle to the Hebrews and see how many times that word appears. – For example:-Hebrews 4:14-16:-

14.  “Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 

15.  For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

16.  Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”

This is what ought to characterize prayer. It should be bold, confident, certain. Prayer is a demonstration of the Christian's confidence in God. 

This kind of certainty arises from the knowledge of 2 fundamental principles of prayer, which John gives us here.

1.  The certainty of God hearing our prayers, and; 

2.  The certainty of receiving. 

Of course, there are conditions we must meet. Notice one of these:- “if we ask anything according to His will, [in agreement with His own plan}, He hears us.”  Perhaps the major reason for most of the unanswered prayers of the world is they are not according to God's will, and therefore they are not answered. 

John makes it explicitly clear that a prayer that is according to God's will is always answered. Thus, at one stroke he demolishes all those concepts of prayer which imply that prayer is a means of getting God to do OUR will. Prayer is never that!

It has well been said that the purpose of prayer is NOT to get MAN’S will done in heaven, but to get GOD’S will done on earth. Matthew 6:9-10:-

9.  "In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. 

10.  Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”

Prayer is NOT telling God what to do or what to give. Prayer is asking God for that which HE wants to do and give, according to His will. (1st John 5:14-15). As we read the Word of God and fellowship with our Father, we discover His will and then boldly ask Him to do what He has planned. 

Richard Trench (1807-1886), archbishop of Dublin, said it perfectly:  “Prayer is NOT overcoming God’s reluctance;  - it is laying hold of His willingness.”

John now suggests the conditions of prayer. This is extremely important, because God always gives His great prayer promises on the basis of certain clearly described conditions. No prayer promise is unconditional and these conditions need to be carefully observed. 

It reminds one of that little sign, one of my favourites, - "When all else fails, follow directions." This is certainly true in this subject of prayer, - we need to follow directions. And here it is. - this is the confidence that we have in Him, “That if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.

Now there are many people who misread that badly. They read it as though it says in effect:- "If you go to church, - read your Bible, and witness to your friends, He will answer all your prayers." 

But that is not what this verse says, and that is not what it means. This is where we often make a mistake. John clearly says that, “If we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.” You can pray about anything to God. 

As Paul puts it in Philippians 4:6, simply:- “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.”

Is it really possible for Christians to be anxious for nothing? It certainly IS possible as long as we have the confidence of believing prayer. Everything should be taken to the Lord in prayer. Everything means EVERYTHING! There is absolutely nothing too great or too small for our Heavenly Father's loving care.

It is important to know that God carefully examines the true motives and reason behind our actions and prayers. Also, some people do not receive answers to prayer because they do not know the principles of the Word of God. 

No one can pray effectively without knowing the Word of God. And Galatians 5:16 says that we cannot pray effectively without walking in the Spirit. What does that mean?

To walk IN, or BY the Holy Spirit is to allow Him to have His way in your life. It is to remain in communion, or, in fellowship with Him. It is to make decisions in the light of HIS holiness.

We see in Ephesians 6:18 that we need to “pray in the Spirit”. This is prayer that is inspired and led by the Holy Spirit.

But God will never answer the prayer of a carnal Christian until he humbly confesses his sins to his Heavenly Father. (Psalm 66:18; James 4:2,3; 1st Peter 3:7). 

I sometimes bump into people who say:- "I just don't understand why God doesn't answer my prayers. I go to church almost every Sunday. I always read my Bible every day, but God doesn't answer prayers for me. I can’t understand what I am doing wrong" 

These people had a mistaken concept of our verse and felt that going to church, reading the Bible and witnessing to others were the only things that are necessary to ensure answered prayer. Thus, they thought that as a result of this, their prayers should be answered. 

But while those practices are good, they are still misunderstanding the formula for answered prayer. What we do off our knees has a large bearing on what we say on our knees. In other words, how we live our daily life has a direct bearing on answered prayer. 

Now what are some of the things that will hinder or stop answers to prayer?

Carnality. Psalm 66:18; Micah 3:4; Isa. 1:15; 59:1-3 

Lack of faith will do it: Matt. 21:22; Mark 11:24; Rom. 14:23; James 1:5-7 

Failure to take in Bible teaching.  Proverbs. 1:24-31; Proverbs. 28:9; Zech. 7:11-13 

Selfishness.   James 4:2-3 

Lack of compassion will do it. Proverbs 21:13 

Lack of harmony in the home. 1st Peter 3:7 [It is worth noting that differences between a Christian husband and his wife can hinder their prayers.]

Pride and self-righteousness. Job 35:12-13

Lack of obedience. 1st John 3:22; Eph. 5:18; Deut. 1:43-45; 1 Sam. 14:37; 1st John 5:14 

Any of those things will hinder or stop answers to prayer. 

And John is saying that God answers prayer because we fashion our asking according to His will. God always answers prayer according to His will. 

There are many people today who regard prayer as some kind of mysterious device by which human beings get God to do what we want Him to do. They regard prayer as some kind of Aladdin's Lamp which, if we rub it in the right way, will cause the great Genie of heaven to appear and give us our requests. God becomes a kind of heavenly bellboy rushing to our aid whenever we push the button of prayer. It is this concept which has resulted in some of the frightful perversions and misunderstandings of prayer. 

Prayer must be according to God's will, John says, in the direction God is going, with a view to obtaining the purposes He intends. 

Be encouraged to know that the will of God includes ALL that we will ever need on this earth to be happy and content. All that we really need and hope for is available to us and to our loved ones and friends within the will of God. There is nothing we need to pray for outside of it. Outside His will for us are only things that harm, injure and destroy us.

How then can we know His will? John says that the more we fellowship with Him, the more we will know His will. And we also know His will by what is revealed in the Word of God. So, by being in fellowship with Him and studying His Word, the Bible, we will progressively come to know His will. Obedience to God’s will and the desire to please Him are the conditions but NOT the merit for answered prayer.

The conditions for answered prayer actually rests on 7 very important principles:-

1.  Firstly, all known sins must be confessed privately to the Father. Unconfessed sin is a serious obstacle to answered prayer. Psalm 66:18:-“If I regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear.” John 9:31: -  (RSV) “We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if any one is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him.” 1st John 1:9:- “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”. 

God never answers the prayers of a carnal Christian without that person firstly confessing his sins to the Father humbly and with a contrite heart.

Be aware that there are 3 categories of sins:-

A.  Sins of the tongue such as lying, complaining, gossiping, maligning, criticizing, foul language, judging, boasting, etc.

B.  Mental attitude sins such as worry, bitterness, anger, jealousy, sensual lust, envy, and pride, etc.

C.  Overt, action sins such as murder, violence, physical and sexual abuse, wilful destruction, etc.

Confession of all such known sins must be the very first step in prayer to the Father.

2.  The prayer must be offered in Christ’s Name. (John 16:23-24). 

Our prayer requests will be granted, not because we are worthy, but because the Lord Jesus is worthy. Jesus said that if we ask anything in His Name He would do it. 

So why don't all the prayers that we pray in that way get answered? It's because that is not what it means to pray "in Jesus' Name." To pray in Jesus' Name means that we are aligned with His purposes. To pray in Jesus' Name means that we have surrendered to His desire and His will for us. 

It means that His priorities have become our priorities. It means that His will has become our will. To pray in Jesus' Name does not mean that we simply add this phrase to the end of our prayers as some kind of magic formula. 

If this were indeed the case, God would have committed Himself to answer all kinds of greedy, self-serving prayers. ‘God make me a billionaire”. God, give me this thing or that thing." 

But God has never consented to be our spiritual vending machine. God has a wonderful plan for our lives and He desires for us to discover that plan and communicate that discovery to Him in prayer. Then we will see some fantastic results.

3. The prayer must be for God’s glory and no one else’s.   (James 4:2-3).  He alone is worthy of glory.

4.  The prayer must not be for sinful purposes. (Psalm 66:18). God always examines the motive and true reason behind each prayer request. We too, should honestly ask ourselves what the motive and true reason is behind our prayer requests. Sometimes our prayers are not according to the will of God because our motives are wrong. 

James says in James 4:3:-“You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures.”

We want what WE want, not what GOD wants. God always carefully examines the motives behind our petitions. Prayer was never intended to be a means by which you could get a new Mercedes, or some other new toy your heart might be set on. No, no. - It is not for your own selfish enjoyment. 

Prayer was never intended to be a means by which you could satisfy your natural appetites. That lies outside the realm and scope of prayer. 

5. The prayer must be from a forgiving soul that is not harbouring any  malice, resentment or bitterness  toward others.    (Mark 11:25). 

6.  The prayer must be asked by faith. Matthew 21:22:-"And all things, whatever you ask in prayer, {having faith and   really} believing, you will receive.'' In other words, if you have prayed for rain, take your umbrella with you when you go out. 

7.  The prayer must be concerned in doing God’s will. (1st John 3:22).

The most powerful and effective prayers are always those that are prayed according to God’s will. ALL prayer should come from the motivation of pleasing the Lord, - NOT acquiring selfish things for ourselves. That’s the point Paul makes in 2nd Corinthians 5:9:-“Therefore also we have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.”

Paul shows us how to do this in Colossians 1:10:-“so that you may walk  [live} in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;”

Jesus said in John 8:29:-"And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for I always do those things that please Him.''

God does NOT reveal His will to us in order to satisfy our curiosity! Neither is it intended to cater to our ambition and pride. Rather, the Lord shows us His will for our lives in order that we might please Him in ALL that we do.

The will of God is not something that we consult occasionally like an encyclopaedia. It is something that should completely control our lives. As we follow Jesus Christ and focus on living by His Word, we will be confident before God and even be able to pray powerful prayers in faith.

Now there are times when we may not be sure whether a request is in the will of God for us or not, and the examples of Scripture make it clear that it is not wrong to ask even for these things. But we must then always add, as Jesus Himself added in the Garden of Gethsemane, " nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done.'' " (Luke 22:42).

Prayer is designed only to obtain that which is within the will of God. Thus, John says, that IF you know that what you are asking for is within the will of God; 

IF you have found a promise of God in Scripture, OR, in seeking the mind of God there has come a deep and settled conviction in your heart from the Spirit of God that something IS the will of God; then, knowing that this is the will of God you ask for it, you know that He hears and that it will be done. 

God always hears every prayer that is voiced within the boundaries of His will This is the first certainty that forms the basis of prayer -- we know we are heard. 

Jesus could say in John 11:41-42:- "Father, I thank You that You have heard Me. "And I know that You always hear Me,” He could confidently say that because everything He did lay within the boundaries of the will of God.

That brings us then to the second certainty of prayer, the certainty of receiving:-In verse 15 we read:-“And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, John says, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him. 

Think of that! If we know it is according to His will, then we know it is heard, and if we know it is heard, we know that we have it. God has already granted the request. In other words, God never says "No," except to that which lies outside His will. Is that not a wonderful thing? Do you dare to believe that? 

Psalm 84:11:-“No good thing will He withhold from those who walk uprightly.” Do you dare to believe that? 

John does not write, “We shall have the requests,” but, - we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him. The verb is present tense. We may not see the answer to a prayer immediately, but we have inner confidence that God has already answered. 

God plays no favourites and has no special pets. He has intimates, but anyone who desires to be, can be His intimate, and move along the programme that God has outlined. He has intimates to whom He gives much more than others, but He has no favourites, and no limitations as to whom can enter into these things. Anyone can who will, but the secret of prayer, as John suggests here, is to believe that God has granted everything we ask within His will. 

What he is saying is that when we pray, and the request is made in the will of God, then the answer is absolutely sure and it is only a question of God's timing as to when it appears. It is up to God when that answer will come, but the request has been granted and therefore we can give thanks. We can take from Him and thank Him for that which has been given, expecting it to appear in God's time. 

Remember that Jesus warned:-"It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority.”    (Acts 1:7)

Time is the only uncertain aspect about prayer that is prayed within the will of God. There are sometimes delays in God's fulfilment of answers. God acts according to His perfect timetable and not necessarily to ours!

But as to the ultimate giving of the things requested, there is NO uncertainty whatsoever. Jesus made it clear that God is not like a reluctant neighbour who needs to be wheedled, cajoled and enticed to give something. He gives eagerly,  gladly,  willingly. 

As Jesus said in Matthew 7:7-8:-

7. "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 

8.  "For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.”

Sadly, some prayer meetings are often pools of doubt and unbelief. You may hear someone uttering a prayer in a coaxing, begging tone of voice, as though they felt they had to get God's arm and twist it and persuade him reluctantly to come through. 

But this is not Biblical prayer. God is never like that, Jesus says. Luke 11:11:-"Now suppose one of you fathers is asked by his son for a fish; he will not give him a snake instead of a fish, will he?”

Jesus was pointing out to them that a human father would not give bad gifts; even though a human father has a sinful nature. How much more is our Heavenly Father willing to give wonderful things to His children who trust and obey Him?

We must in awesome reverence make our requests known to God on this basis, knowing that He hears us and grants it, and all we need to say is, "Thank you, Lord." Notice carefully, in reading the Gospels, that that is what the Lord Jesus is always doing. Everywhere he goes it is simply, "Thank You, Father. Thank You for this, - thank You for that.   I know that You have heard Me, - I know that You have done this.   Thank you." 

His life was one of continual giving of thanks, and that is what we are expected to do:-1st Thessalonians 5:18:-“in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”

"Pray without ceasing"  says the Apostle Paul in 1st Thessalonians 5:17. Prayer must be continuous in the sense that you should utilize every opportunity to pray. God expects us to pray whenever we have the opportunity to do so. Productive prayer is taking every opportunity to pray. “Pray without ceasing” suggests the attitude of the heart as well as the words of the lips. 

A Christian who has his heart fixed on Christ and is trying to glorify Him is praying constantly even when he is not conscious of it. If we are abiding in Christ by walking in the light, then the very desires of our heart are heard by God whether we voice them or not! Psalm 37:4:-“Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires {and secret petitions}of your heart.”

The pages of the Bible and the pages of history are filled with reports of answered prayer. Prayer keeps a Christian in the will of God and living in the will of God keeps a Christian in the place of blessing and service. 

We are not beggars; we are children coming to a wealthy Father who loves to give His children what they need. Though He was God Incarnate, Jesus depended on prayer. 

He lived on earth, as we must, in complete dependence on the Father. He arose early in the morning to pray, though He had been up late the night before healing the multitudes. (Mark 1:35) He sometimes spent all night in prayer. (Luke 6:12). On the cross He prayed three times. 

If the sinless Son of God needed to pray, how much more do we? The most important thing about prayer is the will of God. We must take time to ascertain what God’s will is in a matter, especially searching in the Bible for promises or principles that apply to our situation. Once we know the will of God, we can pray with confidence and then wait for Him to reveal the answer.

Prayer should be continual, - not sporadic and patchy. It should be a habit, not an isolated act. We must be sure to confess all known sins to our Heavenly Father first. We should then give thanks for all things and praise God for His great faithfulness, grace, love and provisions. We should also thank Him for the discipline that we receive from Him from time to time.

In prayer, we must watch against drowsiness, mind wandering and preoccupation with other things. Prayer requires spiritual keenness, alertness and concentration. And there must be perseverance in prayer. We must keep on asking and keep on seeking and knocking. 

We must faithfully study God’s Word and learn what His will is, - then focus on praying for things that will conform to His stated will. If you do these things you will have the awesome experience and joy of seeing God answer your prayers.

PASSAGE 1st John 5:16

“If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to death, he will ask, and He will give him life for those who commit sin not leading to death. There is sin leading to death. I do not say that he should pray about that.” 

John now turns from confidence in prayer to the ministry of prayer. When most people pray, they pray for themselves. And praying for yourself is a good and acceptable thing. There is nothing wrong with that. But the focus of our prayer should also be outward. There is a real need for intercessory prayer.

Intercessory prayer is praying for other people. This means that we speak on their behalf to God. And John tells us that we need to be engaged in this kind of prayer. He uses the example of praying for people who are engaged in sin. 

The object of prayer in this verse is a believer out of fellowship with God through unconfessed sin. When we see a brother in sin, John tells us the first thing to do is to pray for that person. All too often, prayer is the last thing we do, or the smallest thing we do in regard to our brother or sister in Christ having a difficult time. John comes to the specific illustration of this, in a passage that troubles many, Verses 16 and 17:

Now do not let curiosity over this “sin leading to death” keep you from seeing the relationship of these verses to what John has just said in the previous 2 verses about praying in the will of God. Our verses in this passage are an illustration of a request that IS in the will of God, as contrasted with one that is not in the will of God. That is what John has just been talking about, urging us to pray only concerning that which is the will of God. 

He then gives us these 2 illustrations, - one which is in the will of God, - and one which is not. The "SIN which does not lead to death”  is the kind which permits a concerned brother to ask God for deliverance from that sin for a sinning brother, - and the will of God is to grant that request. 

The "sin leading to death"  is the kind to which God has already determined upon a certain response and no prayer from us is going to change His mind. Therefore, it is useless to pray. That is why John gives this illustration.

Now let us come to the moot question, - what is sin leading to death? There are 3 or 4 major explanations that exist of this passage and particularly of this phrase, "sin leading to death." 

It is impossible to say with absolute finality just what “sin leading to death” is. Let me mention just 4 explanations and tell you what I believe is the most likely.

The first view regards “sin leading to death” as some specific sin which is so terrible as to be unforgivable, such as suicide, murder, idolatry, or even adultery. This view gave early rise to the Catholic distinctions between mortal and venial sins. This is, perhaps, why the Revised Standard Version translates this passage, "sin which is mortal" and "sin which is not mortal."  

There is absolutely no question that that translation is wrong. It should never be translated "mortal sin" for it has nothing to do with the question of salvation. There is no warrant in Scripture whatsoever for distinguishing between mortal and venial sins. In other words distinguishing between sins which can be forgiven (venial), and those sins which can never be forgiven (mortal). Scripture makes no such distinctions. 

As a matter of fact, this sin that John is referring to is not any one specific sin. The Greek makes very clear here that this is simply sin in general. It is not “a” sin which is leading to death; - it is simply sin which is leading to death. 

Any specific sin can become sin leading to death. Therefore, it is not a specific kind of sin that is in view and that interpretation simply cannot stand. The "sin leading to death" is not a particular sin; but it is, rather, a mental attitude of total indifference to and rebellion against the will and purpose of God.

There is a second view which links this "sin leading to death" with the words of Jesus concerning the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. Remember that on one occasion He warned that those who attributed His miracles which were done in the power of the Holy Spirit to Beelzebub, the prince of demons, had committed blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 12:24; 32)

This was the sin committed by the Pharisees. It was a deliberate rejection of the truth concerning Jesus Christ. You need to be aware that "blasphemy against the Holy Spirit" and the "unpardonable sin" cannot be committed by a believer. The first of these sins was a transgression that could be committed only by those who lived when Jesus walked upon this earth, and therefore it does not exist today.

The "unpardonable sin" is restricted to only those who have not received the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour. The sin leading to death, however, is of a different nature altogether. 

The third view of the sin leading to death is what we generally call apostasy. Apostasy is the deliberate act of a counterfeit Christian who knowingly and deliberately rejects the clear truth regarding the deity of Jesus Christ. The apostate also rejects redemption through Christ’s atoning sacrifice, and all of the doctrines related to Salvation. 

Tragically, the apostate is one who has become intellectually convinced that Jesus is the Christ. He maintains an outward profession of faith in Christ and a facade of true spirituality but he has never been truly born again. In truth, he or she is in revolt against God and the work of Christ on earth.

Eventually, he begins to drift away and ultimately comes to the place where he actually openly and publicly  blasphemes the Name of the Lord Jesus and the things of Christian faith. He comes to the place where he denies them and turns his back upon them to go into a completely apostate condition. 

A classic example of an apostate was Judas Iscariot, one of the 12 disciples. The Gospel of John chapters 6, 13 and 18 make it quite clear that Judas was not a true believer. Yet, he was able to completely fool the other 11 disciples.

The apostate has dead faith which touches only the intellect It involves both the mind and the emotions; but not the will. 

On the other hand, dynamic, saving faith in Jesus Christ is based on God's Word, and it involves the whole person. The MIND understands the truth; the HEART desires the truth; and the WILL acts upon the truth. 

Hebrews 6 and 10 and other passages make it clear that an apostate is in a terrible situation. He intellectually believes the testimony of the Holy Spirit about Jesus Christ, but, he never acts upon this truth. Apostasy, then, is insidious, subtle, and devastating

But it is equally clear that that kind of sin can never be committed by a genuine born-again Christian. It is only committed by those who have made a profession of faith but have never entered into the new birth in Jesus Christ. These apostates are counterfeit, make believe Christians who have never been truly born again. And, as our verse is talking about genuine, born again Christians, this 3rd view seems most unlikely. 

That brings us to the FOURTH view, of the sin leading to death which I believe is the correct one. This views “death” in this passage as physical death imposed by God on an unrepentant believer who wilfully and defiantly continues in the practice of sin.

Let’s now look more closely at our verse 16:-"If anyone sees his brother {believer} sinning a sin which does not lead to [physical] death,”, he will ask, and He will give him life for those who commit sin not leading to [physical] death. There is sin leading to [physical] death. I do not say that he should pray about that.”

If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin The person who prays about this situation must "see" his brother or sister in Christ sinning the sin for himself. He does not buy into religious gossip or slander. And the spiritual believer does not pick up the phone and tell everyone he knows about it.

John says, “If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin” The word "brother" clearly indicates that the person in need of intercessory prayer is a Christian. (2:9-11; 3:14-15; 5:1). The words, "sinning A sin" indicate that the issue at hand is a specific sin, or an identifiable sin. 

“If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to death,” The idea of "death" here is not spiritual death but physical death. Some Christians do die physically before their time. God does not allow them to live out their full amount of years. He takes them home prematurely with a dishonourable discharge from their earthly duties and responsibilities. That is a miserable way to go home to meet the God who willingly bled and died for you, isn’t it? 

Now let us look again at what John has said. Verse 16:-"If anyone sees his brother {believer} sinning a sin which does not lead to [physical] death,”, In other words, sin which arises largely out of ignorance. Or, sin where someone is simply doing something which they may have a vague idea is wrong, but they have no understanding of the implications of it, - no real awareness of how bad it is.

This is the kind of sin we older people often see manifest among the younger. Young Christians often stumble into things they are not aware of, - they do not understand what they are getting into, - they do not realize the danger. Then, if you see your brother committing that kind of a sin, ask of God, and God will give life for those whose sin is not unto death. God will withhold the judgment of physical weakness and grant opportunity for the renewal of life.

John says that if anyone who is spiritual sees a backslidden brother in Christ sinning a sin that does not lead to God extinguishing that person’s physical life, he should ask that God would grant deliverance. The spiritual Christian who asks God to intervene for the carnal Christian may save his spiritual life. 

"Life" here refers to fellowship with the Lord. It is sin that separates us from fellowship with God. Christians can effectually pray for the spiritual condition of believers out of fellowship with God. This is a case in which prayer is effectual. - Any sin not involving the sin unto death is amenable to God answering prayer. 

The sin leading to death mentioned in verse 16 is limited to genuine born again Christians, and doesn’t refer to apostate, counterfeit, make believe Christians. “Sin leading to death” means continual, unrepentant sinning by a believer whom God has determined to punish with physical death. Make no mistake about it, there is sin which a Christian can commit which will result in God taking him home in physical death. John goes on to say, “I do not say that he should pray about that.

But how do we know whether a believer is sinning a sin which is leading them to physical death because of God’s disciplinary death warrant on them; OR, whether they are sinning a sin which does not lead to physical death, and therefore, we can pray for their recovery and restoration to fellowship again with the Father? It is certainly difficult to distinguish between those who commit sin leading to physical death and those who do not. 

But there are certain examples of this "sin leading to death" given in Scripture which, if one studies them through carefully, will reveal the element that turns ordinary sin into sin which leads to physical death. All unrighteousness is sin, let us not misunderstand that, but there is sin which has a certain element about it, a certain characteristic which will result in physical death, through the divine judgement of God.

Let’s look at some of the instances of this in Scripture.

Moses, for instance, committed a sin unto death when he was commanded of God to speak to the rock in the wilderness and water would come forth to meet the needs of the children of Israel. (Numbers 20:8) Previously, he had been commanded to strike a rock and the water would come out, and when he did the water did come out. But on a second occasion he was told to speak to the rock. This change was important because the rock was a type of Christ and to strike it was a picture of the judgment of the cross. 

Now the cross is the way by which the refreshing water of grace first comes into our life as Christians, but after we have become Christians we are not to strike the rock (crucify Christ again) but to speak to it. We are to simply ask of Him and out of the Rock will come the rivers of living water we need. But Moses broke the significance of that type when in his anger, he struck the rock twice. After 40 years of listening to the belly aching and complaining of the Israelites, Moses lost it.  He cracked.!!

Though God, in grace, allowed the water to come flowing out, He said to Moses in Numbers 20:12:-"Because you have not believed Me, to treat Me as holy in the sight of the sons of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land which I have given them."

Later on, when they came to the borders of the land, Moses said to God in effect in Deuteronomy 3:25:-`Let me, I pray, cross over and see the fair land that is beyond the Jordan, that good hill country and Lebanon.'

But the Lord would not be moved and said to Moses, `Enough!  Speak to Me no more of this matter.” (Deuteronomy 3:25) In other words, “Do not pray about this.!!” - (just as John said, "I do not say you should pray about that") God said in Deuteronomy 3:27:-"but get up to the mountain and I will let you see the land, but that is as far as you can go," Moses had committed a sin unto death. In his case the sentence did not occur right away, but he died prematurely and before his work was really completed.

A little further on in the book of Joshua you find that Achan commits a sin unto death. As the children of Israel crossed the Jordan and surrounded Jericho they were told that when the city became theirs they were not to touch anything in it. They were not to take any of the possessions of the inhabitants of the city, or to covet anything, for it was all cursed of God. But when the walls came tumbling down and they came into the city, one man among them, Achan, saw a beautiful garment and a wedge of gold, and he coveted these and buried them in the dirt beneath his tent. 

For this, judgment came upon Israel. In their next battle they met with utter and complete defeat. Searching out the camp, in obedience to the Word of God, Joshua found that it was Achan who had caused all of this. He was brought out with his whole family, and by command of God they were put to death. That was a sin unto death.

In the New Testament, in the 5th chapter of Acts, Ananias and his wife, Sapphira, wanted a reputation in the eyes of other Christians, so they lied about the money they received for certain land. As a result, God sentenced them to death for misrepresentation of the facts. Under the influence of Satan, they had lied to the Holy Spirit. They were immediately put to death by God when their lie became evident. They were then taken out, one by one, and buried. They, too, had committed a sin unto death.

Also, remember what the Apostle Paul said to the Corinthians about their conduct at Communion, saying in 1st Corinthians 11:28-30:-

28. “But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup.

29. For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment {a sentence} to himself, if he does not judge the body rightly.

30. For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep.”  {have physically died}

Paul admonished Corinthian believers to diligent self-examination and confession of sin before partaking of the Lord's supper. He said that unjudged sin in the lives of certain Christians had resulted in physical ailments for some and physical death for others. Now what does this mean? 

It meant that certain ones had committed sin which was unto death. But note that in all these examples it was not the same sin, by any means. It was simply sin which results in the judgment of physical death. 

Paul in 1st Corinthians 5:4-5 gives additional information about the "sin unto death."

4. “In the name of our Lord Jesus, when you are assembled, and I with you in spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus,

5. I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.”

A member of the Church at Corinth was living in deliberate, open, and shameful sin, as described in the first verse of chapter 5:1 “It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as does not exist even among the Gentiles, that someone has his {own} father's wife.”

The man’s own mother had no doubt died and his father had remarried. This means that this man was guilty of committing incest with his mother-in-law who was most likely an unbeliever as she is not mentioned again in Scripture. This man’s sin was an open, deliberate sin, public in nature. 

Because of the gross nature of this continuing relationship, the apostle tells the others in the church that the guilty party should be delivered to Satan "for the destruction of his flesh." But notice carefully, this man was not lost, for he had not committed the unpardonable sin. – that of rejecting Jesus Christ as his Lord and Saviour.

Rather, he was guilty of the sin unto death, and Satan was being allowed to end his physical life "that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.” There is no thought here of this man’s eternal damnation. He is disciplined in this life because of the sin he has committed, but he is still saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

In this connection we are reminded of Ananias and Sapphira, who were struck dead for lying about sacred matters. Though they died the sin unto death, they still went to Heaven, but the effect of their deaths was sobering and sanctifying to the believers left behind. One can imagine the sense of awe that swept over the church, - indeed over all who heard the news of these 2 deaths. Acts 5:11:- “And great fear came upon the whole church, and upon all who heard of these things.”

An interesting characteristic of the sin unto death is that it is individual in nature. The same sin that leads to physical death through divine discipline for one does not necessarily bring physical death upon another. You see, we tend to categorize certain sins and rate them as bad, - very bad, and extremely bad, but God sees them differently.

1st Samuel 16:7:- But the Lord said to Samuel, “…….God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart." He knows our background,  heredity, environment, the battles we face, and the amount of spiritual light we have received. For that reason, while some sins for certain individuals might bring the most severe judgment, these identical practices in the lives of others, even though sorely displeasing to God, may not bring forth the same judgment.

For example, in James 3:1, James gives a note of caution to those wanting to be teachers of the Word of God. “My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment.” 

The reason for being careful about becoming a teacher is that they "shall receive a stricter judgment." Teachers will be judged by a higher standard and with greater severity than other people. 

What then, is the element that turns ordinary sin into this kind of sin that leads to physical death? I think if you look at the examples together you will see what it is. It is the element of wanton, presumptuous disobedient action in the face of clear knowledge that it is wrong. It is wilfulness, - a wilful presumption to pursue something when you know God has said it is wrong. It is a defiant, rebellious and disobedient attitude toward God and toward His Word. This is sin unto death, and the result is physical judgment by a holy God.

Now it does not always come suddenly. It did with Ananias and Sapphira, it did with Achan, but it did not with Moses, and it did not with the Corinthians. With them it came in stages: first it was weakness, then sickness, and finally physical death. 

Perhaps some of the physical weakness and sickness that is apparent among Christians today may arise from this very cause. But certainly not all physical sickness is the result of unconfessed and unforsaken sin, however. And not all premature deaths arise from this, either. Never presume that just because some believer has some serious illness that they have committed sin leading to physical death. This is judgemental and very wrong and will most certainly bring discipline from God upon such a person.

I want to declare most emphatically that God, for reasons He alone knows, permits some of His children to suffer far more than others. If you are weak or sick, and God has not seen fit to heal you after you have honestly examined your heart and confessed every known and doubtful sin, you may be sure that God has a reason and purpose for it. Just rest in the confidence that He always knows best, and learn to say, “Thy will be done.” Remember that God loves you with love that exceeds our ability to comprehend.

In conclusion, we should note that those Christians who wilfully determine to rebel against God and live a lifestyle of habitual sin commit sin which is unto death, and when they do God says do not pray for that. God offers no stay of execution to believers under the sin unto physical death. They are under a death warrant. 

It is useless to make a request about a person committing the sin unto death because he is under God's sentence of death. There is nothing you can do but let God's judgment wake him up. 

Perhaps God in grace may continue to deal patiently with him, allowing many trials and sickness into his life which may jolt him to his senses while there is still time. But if not, God will take him home.

If a believer does not judge, confess, and forsake sin, God must chasten him. This process is described in Hebrews 12:1-13, which suggests that a person who does not subject himself to the Father will not live! (Hebrews 12:9). Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live?”

In other words, first God “spanks” his rebellious children.  This could be termed, preliminary discipline. If they do not heed His voice but still continue to wilfully sin, the discipline intensifies. God progressively increases the intensity of the discipline. These people find themselves going from one trauma to another in life. Their life is all messed up and reaches nightmarish proportions. God is long-suffering and merciful but there is a limit to His tolerance.

A believer can sin to the point where God believes it is just best to bring them home, probably because they have in some way compromised their testimony so significantly that they are a menace to the work of Christ on earth. Finally, God’s patience wears out and He removes these believers from the world lest their disobedience leads others astray and bring further disgrace to His Name.

Dr. H. A. Ironside used to illustrate this by telling the story of children playing outside their houses:- Sometimes you see children playing outside, and when quarrelling breaks out the mother says:- "If you don't behave yourself, you will have to come into the house."  Her child says, "Don't worry, mum, I'll be good."  But a little while later quarrelling breaks out again, and the mother comes out and says the same thing again. She does this several times but the quarrelling always breaks out again. 

Finally, her patience runs out and she makes a decision and says:-"Now that's enough. You've got to come in. I can't trust you outside anymore." The child begs his mother to let him stay out some more. "Oh, mum, I'll be good.   I promise I will." But she says, "No, I gave you many chances.  Now come on inside. I can't trust you out there any more." That is what God sometimes says to us. 

Do we realize, beloved, that God's whole reputation is at stake in our behaviour? Everything we do and say is reflecting the character and the being of God to the world around us. No wonder he watches us so assiduously. No wonder he judges us so sharply at times. 

If there be a wilful determination to disobey Him in the eyes of others, as Moses did, God will say:-“All right, that's enough. I can't trust you out there anymore. Come on home."  And home we go. Well, there it is, there is prayer. What a power prayer is! 

If we see a brother committing a sin which is not unto death, - out of ignorance,  confusion,  or  weakness, then, let us pray for him. God will give him life and help to straighten out the difficulty. 

Believers today must remember that our God changes not. As a loving and devoted Father, He always chastens His people when they fail to confess and forsake sin. In fact, any person who continues in sin without experiencing severe chastening has good reason to wonder whether or not they are really a child of God.

Now, perhaps someone may be thinking:-"What about me?   I'm afraid I've committed the sin unto death." It is important for the Christian to understand the circumstances under which sins are not "unto death".

Firstly, sin which is confessed is not "unto death". 1 John 1:9; 1 Cor. 11:31; Ps. 32:5; Ps. 38.

Secondly, sin which is discontinued is not "unto death". Heb. 12:1; Ezekiel. 18:21-32.

Finally, the person who responds positively to divine discipline is not involved in the "sin unto death". (Hebrews 12:6, cf. 12:11-15.)

If you are a true child of God but walking in sin, the way to restored fellowship and peace is through honest confession. Confession and repentance reverses the judgment. 1st John 1:9:- “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

You can see that in the Old Testament in the case of King Hezekiah. Remember that in a very unwise moment he allowed the King of Babylon to send visitors into his palace to investigate all that was going on, and to see the riches of the palace. The prophet Isaiah warned Hezekiah that these men only wanted to see how much money he had and whether it was worth sending an army to take it or not. He said, "You have sold yourself into the hands of the Babylonians." 

As a result of that, King Hezekiah received a sentence of death from God. God told him to prepare himself, to get everything ready because he was going to die. Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and wept bitterly, beseeching the Lord. As a result of that prayer of confession and repentance, God stopped the prophet Isaiah as he was going out the door, having delivered the sentence of death and said in Isaiah 38:5:-“Go and say to Hezekiah, `Thus says the Lord, the God of David your father: "I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears; and I will add to your days fifteen years.” As a sign that it would happen, the sun dial in the garden went backward ten degrees. 

While it is true that a spiritual Christian’s prayers for a believer who has committed the sin unto death are of no avail the Christian under this divine death warrant can have this sentence reversed if they truly repent and, confess and forsake all known sins. 

God gives each of His children eternal life, and you have the assurance in Romans 8:1 that:-“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” This means that you can never lose your salvation, and the way to fellowship with God is always open when you confess and forsake your sin. 

But if you persist in walking in your own sinful way and deliberately disregarding God's plan for your life, the Lord may find it necessary to deal with you severely. Galatians 6:7:-“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.

Believers would do well NOT to believe Satan’s lie that there are no consequences when God is mocked. The argument that you can ignore God without any problem. That you can have it your way and He'll do nothing That there are NO consequences of your choices in life and no punishment for habitual sin, is immense foolishness and stupidity 

"God cannot be mocked."  The God of the Bible cannot be ridiculed! He means exactly what He says! None can prevent Him from carrying out his plans. Mock Him at your peril!

But for those believers who want joy and great happiness and blessings from God their Father, it is imperative that on a regular basis you:- Search your heart honestly. Confess your sins to God the Father. Then claim His cleansing, and go on your way rejoicing. Psalm 32:1-2:-

1. How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, Whose sin is covered!

2. How blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not impute iniquity, And in whose spirit there is no deceit!”

"HAPPINESS IS KNOWING YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN!"

PASSAGE - 1st John 5:17-19

John has just been urging us to pray only concerning that which is the will of God. He then gave us two illustrations, - one which is in the will of God, - and one which is not. 

The "SIN which does not lead to death” is the kind which permits a concerned brother to ask God for deliverance from that sin for a sinning brother, - and the will of God is to grant that request. The "sin leading to death"  is the kind to which God has already determined upon a certain response and no prayer from us is going to change His mind. Therefore, it is useless to pray.

If a Christian sees a brother committing sin, he should pray for him asking that he confess his sin and return to fellowship with the Father. (1 John 5:16), But if in his praying, he does not sense that he is asking in God’s will, then he should not pray for the brother. 

Let’s move on to the verses that we will study in this passage:- 1st John 5:17-19 (The Amplified Bible)

17.  “All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin which does not {involve} death {that may be repented of and forgiven}

18. We know [absolutely] that anyone born of God does not [deliberately and knowingly] practice committing sin, but the One Who was begotten of God carefully watches over and protects him [Christ's divine presence within him preserves him against the evil], and the wicked one does not lay hold [get a grip] on him or touch [him].

19. We know [positively] that we are of God, and the whole world [around us] is under the power of the evil one. {Satan}

Let us look at verse 17: “All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin which does not {involve} death {that may be repented of and forgiven} 

There are distinct differences in the degrees of sin, and there are sins which are not of such a serious nature as to result in physical death. In 1st John 3:4, John defined sin as “lawlessness”.  - Now he adds “unrighteousness”, or, “wrongdoing”.

Possibly some in the community, knowing that the children of God were not to sin, attempted to deal with the problem of Christians sinning by limiting sin to deliberate or lawless acts. If so, John will have none of it. ALL sin is hateful to God, and should be hateful to a believer; but some sin is punished with physical death. ALL wrongdoing is sin, even when done by the children of God.

But not all sin results in death. Intercessory prayer will change this situation, but not the sin unto death of the previous verse 16. 

Spiritual Christians should definitely pray for carnal Christians having not committed the sin leading to death. Intercessory prayer is important to deliver the carnal Christian from divine discipline. John takes pains to recognize that not every sin leads to death in the manner he speaks of, though ALL wrongdoing or unrighteousness IS sin. 

It can’t be swept under the carpet or called by another name. Sin is not dealt with by denial, but by confession and by community intersession in prayer for one another. Where this intercession occurs, the divine life of God is present and fellowship with God takes place.

Let us look at verse 18:  We know [absolutely] that anyone born of God does not [deliberately and knowingly] practice committing sin, but the One Who was begotten of God carefully watches over and protects him [Christ's divine presence within him preserves him against the evil], and the wicked one does not lay hold [get a grip] on him or touch [him].

Perhaps the most striking thing about the close of First John is the threefold occurrence of the phrase “we know” in the last few verses. Verses 18-20 of the 5th chapter all begin with those words, “we know”. John concludes the epistle with 3 clear and candid certainties, each introduced by the word "know." There is no hesitation here, but rather dogmatic statements beyond dispute. 

He fixes the truth with these facts. 

1.  Christians "know" that their divine nature cannot sin because it originates from God's nature. (2:1,14,20; 3:6,9; 4:13; 5:4) 

2.   Christians "know" that their origin is from God. (1st John 2:29; 3:9; 5:4,5) 

3.  Christians "know" with assurance that they have eternal life as a result of their new birth. (2:3,27; 3:2,24; 4:7,12,15,16) 

There is no speculation here. "Know" has to do with intuitive knowledge, - knowledge divinely imparted. We know not because we academically learned it; we know by inner assurance. 

The apostle uses a word in the original Greek which refers not to knowledge gained by experience, but to an inward learning process. This is not a blind leap in the dark. This is not wishful thinking. These are facts!

It is precisely that kind of knowledge to which the Apostle Paul refers in 1st Corinthians 2:6-8:-

6.  “However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet not the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 

7.  But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the ages for our glory, 

8.  which none of the rulers of this age knew; for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.”

Paul speaks of a hidden wisdom from God which is not available to the world in general, but which is imparted to those who are taught by the Holy Spirit That is the kind of knowledge John is talking about here. This knowledge is the secret of Christian poise and the unshakable patience which Christians ought to be manifesting in any situation. 

That is one of the great things about Christianity. Christians know secrets that other people do not know. Because they know them, they can act differently in a situation than others. They can react differently to what happens to them. Christians can rely upon a secret hidden wisdom, imparted by the Spirit of God.

John says that true Christianity creates 3 great certainties, and with these 3 certainties he closes this little letter. Let’s look together at this knowledge that can set us free from the anxiety that plagues most of this world. The first of these is in Verse 18:-We know [absolutely] that anyone born of God does not [deliberately and knowingly] practice committing sin, but the One Who was begotten of God carefully watches over and protects him [Christ's divine presence within him preserves him against the evil], and the wicked one does not lay hold [get a grip] on him or touch [him].

Our new birth is a spiritual birth, and it is our spirit, which was dead in trespasses and sins which has been born of God. (Col. 2:13), John 3:6-7). 

6.  "That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

7.  "Do not marvel that I said to you, `You must be born again.'

Verse 18-a:-“We know [absolutely] that anyone born of God does not [deliberately and knowingly] practice committing sin” This is a dogmatic declaration on the part of the apostle that, if you are a Christian, you will come to a place where you cannot continue in unbroken sin. He is not talking about sinlessness. If he were, who of us could possibly measure up? 

But he is not speaking of that. John is not teaching here the possibility of sinless perfection. The tense here (as we have seen previously in John) is the present continuous tense. The grammar in the original language makes it plain John is speaking of a settled, continued lifestyle of sin. The present tense in the Greek verb implies habit, continuity and unbroken sequence.

What John means is, "We know that any one born of God cannot continue on in habitual, unbroken sin." That means that if a person claims to be a genuine believer there must be an accompanying change in their lifestyle. There must be a fundamental change in their attitude toward wrongdoing. If that change is not there, then the person is only deceiving himself and others about being a Christian. That is what John is declaring. 

There may be occasional failure in practice, as there is in each of our lives from time to time, but there cannot be a continual, habitual practicing of sin. There must be a deep desire within to be changed which keeps this individual always pushing out against the inhibiting forces and habits of sin. This desire is the proof of the new birth.

Billy Graham was quite right in saying in a recent article, "Conversion is a revolution in the life of the individual." If you are converted, you have changed your whole direction; you have turned around 180° and you are going in another direction than you were before. Otherwise, it is not a conversion at all because that is fundamentally what the word “conversion” means, "to change completely." 

There is no way that we can become a Christian and not significantly change our lifestyle, our way of life. When we placed our faith in Jesus Christ, He didn’t simply make some minor adjustments in our lives. What happened was a radical, dramatic transformation. We were born again by the power of the Holy Spirit. The new birth is itself a radical transformation of our very inner nature. 

The change in a new convert’s life is SO drastic that the Bible describes it as literally becoming a NEW creation! 2nd Corinthians 5:17:- “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”

We are told that prior to this new creation we were spiritually dead and that now we have been made alive. This is a powerful word for us. When we come to understand the true extent to which we have been transformed, it will change our values, our attitude toward God and people, and of course, it will change our lives.

John says in verse 18: “We know [absolutely] that anyone born of God does not [deliberately and knowingly] practice committing sin,”

John knows that we have received a new nature that is able to say NO to sin In other words, we have now been set free from the dictatorial power of sin. Before, we were slaves to sin. Paul tells us in Romans 6:17 that we "used to be slaves to sin." In other words, sin had a grip on our lives and we were unable to break free in our own power. 

But Jesus Christ has changed all that. Now we have been set free by Christ’s power. Let’s look again at Romans 6:17-18:- 

17.  “But thanks be to God that though you were once slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed,

18. and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.”

This is exactly what John is saying when he says that anyone born of God does not continue to sin. He does not mean that we will not commit a sin. He has already dealt with this earlier in this letter. 

He told us in 1st John 1:9 that when we do sin we need to confess our sins. And he also told us that if we denied that we had sinned, that we were liars. He is not saying here that a true Christian never sins, rather he is saying that a true Christian has a new nature that is free from the power of sin. And this new nature desires to please God by not falling into sin. 

Sin should offend us. It should displease us. A true believer will not and cannot go on excusing and rationalising sin. Rather, we will be deeply convicted by it.  -  Sin will bother us. We will feel uncomfortable and very much convicted by it. God’s Holy Spirit will convict us. 

We will struggle inwardly with sin and not be able to excuse it away. We will not be able to justify it or rationalise it. We will be burdened to the point of having to deal with it by confession and repentance. This is the nature of the true Christian.

Conversion means change. The apostle tells us why this is true. The reason a Christian cannot go on living in sin, doing what he knows to be wrong, is because:-“the One Who was begotten of God carefully watches over and protects him [Christ's divine presence within him preserves him against the evil], and the wicked one does not lay hold [get a grip] on him or touch [him].”

Of whom is John speaking of here? Who is the One who was begotten of God? This does not refer to the Christian himself, although he is called one born of God in the previous phrase. This refers to the Lord Jesus Himself. John 3:16:- "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”

Notice in chapter 3 what John says is the reason that a true believer cannot continue on in a lawless lifestyle of habitual sin. 1st John 3:9:-“Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His [God's] seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God”.  (remember that the verb “sin” is in the present, continuous tense)

God’s “seed” is God’s nature implanted into the believer at salvation. (1st John 2:29; 4:7; 5:1, 4,18). The believer has been given a new nature. It is possible for both a sheep and a pig to fall into a mud hole, but the huge difference in their natures becomes immediately evident in their reaction. The pig is perfectly happy. He rolls over on his back, singing "Home Sweet Home." But the sheep is very disturbed, troubled, unhappy and miserable, and earnestly desires to get out.

So, John says, no one born of God can persist in habitual sin, for God's seed abides in him, and he cannot go on sinning continuously, because he is born of God. The Greek word for “seed” is semen. This word is also the source for our English word “semen.” The idea in this verse is that the beginning, or germ of new life (God’s very own life) has been permanently planted in the new believer by the Holy Spirit. We have the “seed” of Almighty God in us – We now actually have God’s very own life within us!! - Eternal life!

Once God gives us eternal life it is unalterable – unforfeitable and inextinguishable. Eternal life in the believer can never be reversed and never rescinded. It is a gift from God and Romans 11:29 says:-“For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.”

The Lord Jesus Christ is dwelling in that person's heart and life, and, therefore, he cannot continue on in sin. The One who was begotten of God, the holy Son of God, is dwelling in him, living in him, and keeping him. The word “protects”, or "keeps" in our verse 18 suggests keeping guard. Christ Himself is “keeping guard” over His children.

The love of Christ has an unbreakable hold on that person's life. The Christian may struggle, he may temporarily fall, he may resist the changes that the Spirit of God is attempting to make, but he cannot continually do so. He cannot sin without a struggle or without a sense of grief so powerful that ultimately, despite his struggles, he will be brought to repentance and a forsaking of sin. 

What John is declaring to us, then, is that sin is no longer natural to the true believer. Though, for a time, he may slip into it rather easily, nevertheless, it is now contrary to his new nature. 1st Peter 1:5 says that the believer is kept by the power of God”

When a true believer sins, the One who is dwelling in him will bring him into circumstances and pressures that will make him realize what he is doing, and the mess he is making of his life. You see, God has the responsibility of keeping us saved – of maintaining our salvation. 

Can you imagine how depressing it must be not to know for sure that you are a Christian? Christians like this live in anguish and despair. They never know whether they are in or out, - saved or lost. They do not have the confidence that they will make it to heaven. 

Some believe that they can turn salvation on and off:-"I accepted Christ five years ago but now I am lost again." That is like saying, "I was a human being but now I am a mule!" A human is a human and not anything else. A Christian is a Christian and he or she can never be anything else. 

There is no way to become unborn as a human being. There is no way to become unborn believers because the Lord is the Saviour of our souls, - not us. He does it. John 10:27-29:-

27. "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 

28. "And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 

29. "My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one [neuter -"nothing"] is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand." 

Note the neuter - "Nothing" can pluck us out of the eternal Son of God’s hand, nor from the Father's hand. We cannot do it, others cannot do it, Satan cannot do it, nothing can do it! But the sad truth is that some people are out because they were never in! 

However, for the truly born again believer, Romans 5:10 and the following verses should be a great encouragement:-Romans 5:10:- “For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved {daily delivered from sin’s dominion} by His life.” 

Romans 8:38-39:- 

38. "For I am persuaded {beyond doubt} that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 

39.  nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

Hebrews 7:25:-"Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost [through any and all sin for all time and eternity] those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them." 

Hebrews 10:14:-"For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified." 

John says that the One Who was begotten of God carefully watches over and protects each and every believer, and the result is, the wicked one can never recapture, or touch him. The “wicked one”, of course, is Satan. The word "wicked" means “the malice one.” Satan is out to hurt Christians if he can. He is very active in his fierce opposition to believers. He is relentless in his attempts to beguile,  corrupt, and distract Christians from active service for the Lord.

But with all his attempts to undermine the Christian life, he cannot corrupt the new nature in Christ. 

The word “touch” in verse 18 has the idea of “to attach one’s self to”. John is clearly saying that the wicked one – Satan, or, by implication one of His demons - cannot attach himself to the one who is born of God. Because we are born of God, Satan cannot attach himself to us, or cling to us, in the sense he can in the life of someone who is not born of God. Satan cannot "touch" believers because they do not belong to him. 

Christians are in God's family and belong exclusively to Him. The enemy can frighten us, as he often does. He can harass us, he can threaten us, he can make us believe that we are in his power and that we have to do certain things that are wrong. He can create desires and passions within us that are so strong that we think we must yield to them. 

But that is a barefaced lie, and he is the father of lies, Jesus said. We do not have to yield to his lies. He can lure us, he can deceive us, as we have seen, - he can even temporarily derail us, and make us fall, - but the great declaration of this Scripture is, Satan can never make you sin! 

God may allow him to tempt or induce us toward sin but He does not give the devil absolute right over our souls. (2:13). This is ever so clear in the case of Job.

Once you know Jesus Christ personally as your Lord and Saviour, the devil can never again make you sin. He can make us question our salvation but he cannot take it from us. He can derail our fellowship with the Lord but not our relationship with the Lord. There is never any excuse for giving in because it is all bluster on his part, - it is only a hollow threat. He is trying to make you believe that you must sin, but you do not have to.

The apostle Peter’s experience with Satan helps us to understand this truth. Luke 22:31-32:- (Amplified)

31. “And the Lord said, "Simon, Simon. {Peter}  Listen! Satan has asked excessively that  {all of} you be given up to him, - out of the power and keeping of God -  that he might sift all of you as grain. 

32.  "But I have prayed {especially} for you, Peter, that your {own} faith may not fail; and when you yourself have turned again, strengthen and establish your brethren.''

To begin with, Satan cannot touch any believer without God’s permission. Satan wanted to sift ALL the disciples, and Jesus gave him permission. But Jesus prayed especially for Peter, and of course His prayer was answered. 

And this Jesus who is the same yesterday, today and forever prays for believers on earth today. Peter’s faith did not ultimately fail, even though his courage failed. Peter was restored and became a mighty and effective soul-winner.

Whenever Satan attacks us, we can be sure that God has given him special, conditional permission to do so. And if God gave him permission, He will also give us power to overcome, because God will never permit us to be tested above our strength.1st Corinthians 10:13:-“No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.”

Isn’t it a relief to know that we do not have to keep ourselves saved? A Christian can no more keep himself saved than he could save himself. It is Jesus that safeguards us. He provides for us and He protects us. The One who saved us in the first place keeps us saved in the second place. 

We know that Jesus, as our great High Priest in Heaven is constantly interceding for us and praying for us. Scripture says so. Why is He doing this if not to maintain and preserve our salvation? 

The Christian cannot serve the Lord with confidence until he or she believes in eternal security. Otherwise, everything they do, they do with the hope of somehow in their own power keeping themselves saved. Their’s is a life of perpetual uncertainty and doubt. If we are truly born of God, we have a unique protection against the wicked one, a protection that does not belong to the unbeliever. Knowing this wonderful truth gives us confidence in the spiritual warfare in which we are engaged. 

Let’s now move on to verse 19:-Now look at the certainty of our eternal relationship with Almighty God in Verse 19.“We know [positively] that we are of God, and the whole world [around us] is under the power of the evil one.” {Satan}

This is the bold confidence of every Christian who truly knows the Lord. If you know the Lord and you know what the Bible teaches about salvation, you can state with absolute certainty that you are a child of God. 

We know two truths in this verse: 

1)  We know that God is our Father and 

2)  That the world system is under the dominion and power of Satan. 

One is positive and the other negative. We are either a child of God or a child of the devil, - one or the other. 2nd Peter 1:2-4:-

2.  “Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 

3.  as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 

4.  by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.” {and greed}

We enjoy certainty of our relationship to the Father. In this verse 19, John shows the distinction between those who find their origin in God and those who find their origin and power source in Satan. The partition between the believer and Satan's world system is as great as the separation between God and Satan. 

Christians should be confident people – confident about their relationship with God. “We know [positively] that we are of God,”

Sometimes this confidence comes across to others as a prideful arrogance however. "Well," someone says, "what smug presumption. Imagine!   That's the trouble with you Christians. You think you're so much better than everybody else. You think you're so superior!" 

No, NOT superior; - just separated! NOT better; - just blessed -- with a blessing that is open to anyone who wants to receive it. This is what makes Christians talk this way. 

"We know," John says, "that we are of God;" - that a fundamental separation has occurred between US and the world system to which we ONCE belonged; We know that we now are "of God," we are walking in His direction, - we are going on with Him. We have an eternal relationship with Him. 

This is in contrast to those who do not know Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Saviour. John says that the whole world is under the power of the evil one. The whole world is going in a different direction. In other words, as Jesus said, "If you are not for me, you are against me." 

There are really only two choices. You can either follow Jesus Christ, OR, you can remain under the control of the evil one – Satan. This is clearly what the Bible teaches. 

You can see how this touches at every point our relation to the busy, complex world in which we live. We live in this world. - We were born in it, - we grew up in it. But now that we have become Christians, we no longer can be like it. A fundamental separation has occurred. We are no longer in the same relationship. We now see that the world lies in the power of the evil one.

How many Scriptures declare this! Remember what the apostle Paul said to the Ephesians about their lifestyles prior to becoming Christians? He reminded them in Ephesians 2:2 that:-“you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.”

This is the truth about the world today. It is satanically controlled. Jesus called Satan, "The ruler of this world" and He declared that Satan has “deceived the whole world” 

Now, this is not good news to most people. People do not like to be told that unless they are following Jesus Christ they are under the control of Satan. 

This is an offence to them. Scripture calls it in Galatians 5:11, "the offence of the Cross." The cross of Jesus Christ is an offence to man. It offends him or stumbles him because it tells him that there is absolutely nothing that he can do to earn salvation. The cross of Jesus Christ gives no place to the flesh and it’s feeble efforts toward earning salvation by human works. The cross spells out clearly the end to human works for salvation.

Salvation is by grace alone through Christ alone! The world does not like to be told this. As long as you leave this truth out of the Christian faith, the world will welcome it and say, "it is wonderful." Unbelievers love to hear the great and glorious declarations of the Christian Gospel concerning God's love for man and His desire to make man into His image. Men love to hear this. There is no offence to that aspect of the Gospel. When they hear that God loves this world, and that He sent His Son into our time and into our world to sacrifice His life in order that He might take human nature and mould it, fulfil it, and bring it to perfection, they love that! 

But what they don’t want to hear is the additional word that, until they come to know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour, they are all in the grip of, and under the control of certain unseen powers of darkness. They also don’t want to hear that rejection of God’s grace plan of salvation through Jesus Christ is the only unpardonable sin and will lead them eventually to eternal incarceration in Hell.

If you leave this unsaid you will be popular everywhere. But if you tell the truth -- that every individual in this world is confronted with only two choices; either he is of God and is led by the Spirit of God, or he is of the devil and is in the control of the devil, bound by satanic forces, and following satanic philosophies. 

When you say that, you will discover that faces begin to grow cold and hard around you, and there is resistance to the Gospel. People say, "I was attracted to it at first, but, the more I look into it, the less I like it.   I think I'll go my own way." And they refuse to believe that what they fondly imagine is their "own" way is only the way of Satan.

Yet, who can really doubt this statement from John that the whole world around us is under the power of Satan when they look around them in the world today? The marks of the evil one are everywhere. 

If we believe what Jesus said about him, that he is a murderer and a liar, do you not see the signs of murder and lying everywhere? Think of the violence and the terrifying tension that grips our cities these days, and that seethe constantly below the surface. Our cities are nothing but seething pools of human misery, ready to erupt in a moment into riots, violence, and death in the streets. Think of the hate, the distrust, and the bitterness that is rampant in human life today. We see it in family circles, breaking up families and separating husbands and wives, mothers and fathers and children. 

Think of the brutal wars and the even more brutal weapons of nuclear death that are hiding in the closets of the world today; - all the product of man's cleverness and evil ingenuity. You can see the mark of Satan everywhere throughout the world in brutalities, torture, suffering, death and terrorism.

Who does not choke at this terrible destruction of human life? It is all the work of a murderer, Satan, Jesus said. See how he holds the entire world in his grasp? The history of the human race is one unending story of brutality, violence, murder,  injustice,  war  and  death. That murderous passion is manifest in other ways as well. 

Think of the smog that chokes our cities, the filth that pollutes the waters, and the waste that slowly but surely destroys the beauty of the countryside. This world is being turned into one vast garbage pile, threatening human existence. The leaders of our nations are now wondering what to do about this, and how to apprehend this inevitable decay. 

Think of the deceit that is everywhere in public life -- the lying, the cheating, the twisting and distorting of truth, in homes and classrooms, - in the Parliament and our courts, and the highest offices of the land. Why does this happen? 

It is the work of the liar and deceiver, Satan, the one who makes things look beautiful and good when they are really sordid and decaying. Life is full of these examples.

Is not this statement of John's, that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one, the truest statement about human life you have ever read? It may be offensive to many, but it is the truth. And while it may not sound like good news, it is true news. And it can be the first step in someone responding to the good news that Jesus Christ can set them free. 

As Christians, we have been set free. They can be set free. We have become sons and daughters of God through faith in Jesus Christ. They can become sons and daughters of God as well. That is the good news. 

The good news is that Christ died to set people free from the bondage of Satan and sin. If they reject His offer, that is on their heads. - But the offer still stands. 

Do you ever stop to give grateful thanks that God has taken you out of the power of Satan and brought you under the power and protection of God? That is the position we are in. How grateful we should be for it.

Beloved, as a Christian, you are IN Christ forever! Remember: you are now and always will be the apple of His eye; You now have God’s very own “aionios” life - ETERNAL life. You are an heir of God and you are a co-heir with Jesus Christ. 

God is always working for your good. You are progressively being conformed into Christ's likeness. You were chosen in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in His sight. Your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. You are marked in Him with a special seal by the Holy Spirit guaranteeing your eternal security. 

You are God's workmanship;  and you are an overcomer. You can do all things asked of you by God, through Christ who gives you strength and power. You are more than conquerors through Him who loves you; You have been called to a holy life because your Father is Holy. 

You are a chosen, elected and called person; - a royal priest - a person belonging to God adopted into His very own family. You are God’s aristocracy destined to rule the universe alongside the Son of God, Jesus Christ. 

In Adam, you were a total failure and dead in your sins, but now being in Christ, you are a new creation!

PASSAGE - 1st John 5:20-21:-

With this passage we conclude our study of this great letter from the hand of the Apostle John. John the Mender -- the man who was called to follow Christ as a teenager when he was mending his nets. That act became symbolic of the ministry of this man, John, the one who mends things, who calls us back to fundamental matters. 

John began this letter by presenting to us a life, a life which appeared in history in the form of a Person, a Person who was touched and seen and heard and handled. He was, therefore, no mere figment of the imagination. He was not an invented person, a composite of the longings and desires of men, projected by their wishful thinking upon a being who never really lived. He is a Man who lived, and walked among us, John said. We touched Him, we saw Him, we heard Him, we handled Him. 

The great and exciting message he has to declare to us is that there is a way to share this wonderful life today. There is a way that you can have this Person, and He can have you, and the two of you can walk together and live together in fellowship and joy. When you do, John says, you will experience the TRUE life that is real and meaningful.

In the previous study we noted that John concludes the epistle with three clear and candid certainties, each introduced by the words "we know." John is most dogmatic about it, - it is beyond dispute. We studied two of those certainties last week and now, let’s look at the last certainty here, the certainty of reality:

This is the third and last certainty expressed by the word "know" in this section. (5:18-21). Christians know with certainty that the Son of God came in incarnation. 

1st John 5:20-21

20.  “And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding, that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This {Man}is the true God and eternal life. 

21.  Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.”

Notice the three uses of the word "true" in this verse. "True" means “real” as opposed to the false. The word “true” is actually "reality." Here is reality. 

The Christian has an understanding of Jesus Christ the world cannot know, because we have a personal relationship with Him. We know Him who is true, and we are in Him who is true. We are in Him and He knows us. 

John concludes this epistle by again pointing out that the Gnostic belief concerning Jesus Christ is contrary to the Christ of the Bible. The historical, Biblical Jesus is the real Jesus Christ. "This is the true God."  John says. Not a god of man's understanding and intellect, but the true God who has revealed Himself to us through the Person of His Son. We have “the real thing”.!!

Here is the great rock upon which everything rests. Our faith does not rest upon men's guesses, - not upon those intellectual explorations of human knowledge called philosophy; - not on clever ideas, or, on untested theories. It rests solidly upon the great events of God's actions in history. It rests on facts.  There is an historical process here. 

John begins verse 20 by saying:-“And we know that the Son of God has come” 

The word, "know" here is knowledge held with assurance, - not by the process of acquisition of knowledge. John is saying that there is absolutely no doubt about it.  The eternal Son of God stepped into our world as Jesus Christ.

The Greek word for "come" includes the ideas of arrival and personal presence. The Son of God came in personal Presence in the incarnation. John says, we saw Him, we touched Him, we lived with Him. We can testify in every possible way that the Son of God came in the historical process of time. 

It is absolutely imperative for salvation that we believe that the Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ, the eternal Son of God. The deity of Jesus Christ is an essential doctrine of the Christian faith. When Jesus used the divine title, "I AM," He was stating that He was God in the flesh:-John 8:58:-Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.''

The Lord Jesus here made another clear claim to be God. He did NOT say, “Before Abraham was, I WAS” That might simply mean that He came into existence before Abraham. Rather, He used the Name of God: “I AM.” The Lord Jesus had dwelt with the Father from all eternity. There never was a time when He came into being, or when He did not exist. Therefore, He said, “Before Abraham was, I AM”.

Jesus also proved His claims of deity by His bodily resurrection, which was done through His own power:-John 2:19; 21:-Jesus answered and said to them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.' But He was speaking of the temple of His body.” Only God could say, “Destroy this temple which is My body and I will raise it again in three days'

Christ did not give up His divine nature in the Incarnation; - He willingly placed Himself under the Father's authority. The incarnate Christ never exercised His deity independent of the will and power of the Father. For that reason Christ could say in John 5:19:-"Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner.”

To believe in the atonement -- the finished work of Christ on the cross -- requires a belief in His deity. Only a perfect sacrifice could atone for the sins of humanity and by so doing satisfy the demands of God’s perfect justice and righteousness. 

Christ, who was fully God and fully man, WAS that perfect sacrifice. The Son of God left the portals of Heavenly glory to come to planet earth on a specific mission. 

You will recall the account in John 18:37 when Pilate took Jesus into the Praetorian and asked Him point blank:-"'Are You a king, then!' John 18:37:-Jesus answered, "You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.''

The "truth" Jesus was referring to in His dialogue with Pilate, is this:- That mankind is separated from God due to sin, and that:-John 3:16:-“"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.” The “truth” refers to the truth about God, - about Christ Himself, - the Holy Spirit, - man - sin - salvation and all the other great doctrines of Christianity.

The term “incarnation” refers to the essential Christian doctrine that God Himself became a Man. This is what John 3:16 refers to when it uses the phrase, "He gave His only begotten Son." The incarnation was absolutely necessary for the atonement. God is both sovereign and holy -- He has established a moral order that is in harmony with His holiness. 

But sin is incompatible with God's nature. The penalty for rejecting God's sovereignty is separation from God. By “separation”  I mean both spiritual death and physical death. Every human being possesses a sin nature -- a corrupt nature genetically inherited from Adam. 

Adam was the federal head of the human race and it was Adam’s sin which brought condemnation on the entire human race. Romans 5:18:-“Therefore, as through one man's offence {Adam} judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation,”

Because we are all born with this Adamic, old sin nature, every human being sins. And our sins separate us from God.

Unfortunately, in some churches the subject of sin is not widely taught. But sin is defined as missing the mark. It is anything that falls short of God’s character. It is a failure to live up to God's requirements. We sin because we have a sin nature. 

But God's love for us is so deep that He has provided a means of redemption so that we may be restored to fellowship with our Creator -- He paid the penalty for our sins Himself. The Son of God entered into our time and into this world in a body of flesh as Jesus Christ. But Christ did not have the Adamic old sin nature. To be the perfect sacrifice, as Jesus was, required that He be completely free of all sin. He had to be sinless.

Yet, Christ had to be fully man. The virgin birth solved both of these requirements. Christ was born of a woman so as to be fully man; - yet was born as a result of the miraculous intervention of God, by means of the Holy Spirit. The result of this was that Adam's sin nature was not genetically passed on to Jesus Christ.

The Old Testament prophesied the virgin birth:-Isaiah 7:14:-"Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.”     (God with us)

He that was perfect gave His life for those that were imperfect. Through the incarnation God Himself became the necessary, perfect Sacrifice that was required under the law:-Hebrews 10:9-10:- (The Amplified Bible)

9.  “then He said, "Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God.'' He {Christ} takes away the first  {the old system of animal sacrifices} that He may establish the second. {Christ’s own great sacrifice for sin}

10.  By that will {of God} we {all true believers} have been sanctified {set apart by God, to God, and for God} through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”

To thoughtfully consider the incarnation is to be brought into the Presence of incarnate love itself. God did not have to ordain the atonement as the means of man's redemption; but He did. He chose to add humanity to His deity and take on human form. He chose to dwell in the midst of a cursed creation; and He chose to die an agonizing death on a cruel Roman cross.  

Why did He do this? Because He loves this world of humanity. Isaiah 53:3-5 is a sobering Old Testament prophetic description of what Christ experienced:-

3.  “He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  

4.  Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.  

5.  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that made us whole, and with his stripes we are healed.”  Only a perfect and sinless sacrifice could atone for the sins of humanity. Christ, who was fully God and fully Man, was that perfect sacrifice. 

Most cults deny the incarnation. Those that claim to accept this doctrine always redefine the nature of God, so as to make God something less than what Scripture clearly indicates He is. 

Either Jesus Christ was who He claimed to be – Almighty God and the Creator who came to redeem us from our sins – or, He was a LIAR. The world would do well to heed His words found in:-John 8:23-24:-

23. “And He was saying to them, "You are from below, I am from above; you are of this world, I am not of this world.

24. "I said therefore to you, that you shall die in {under the curse of} your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, {whom I claim to be} you shall die in your sins."

Matthew 26:63-64:-"The high priest said to Him, 'I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.' 'Yes, it is as you say,' Jesus replied…….".

The essentials of the Christian faith are that God became flesh and taught and demonstrated to us how we should live, - He showed us the way to eternal life, and then died on the cross in our place as our Substitute. These essentials cannot be compromised.

Speaking of Jesus, John tells us in his Gospel in John 1:10-12 that:-

10.  “He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 

11.  He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. 

12.  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right {authority and power} to become children of God, even to those who believe in His Name:”

John says in our verse 20  “And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding…..”

John says, we not only saw Him, touched Him and lived with Him, But He gave us a completely new understanding. We began to see life as it really is. He stripped it of its veils, took away its illusions, - dispelled the mists and vagueness which cause men to grope through life like blind men. He clarified life, He gave us a new understanding, - He told us what was true. 

It’s thrilling to know that Christians today have spiritual understanding imparted through the Holy Spirit. (2:20).The glorious privilege that follows this John says, is, that we may know Him who is true; Believers can know God in intimate fellowship. 

It is impossible to fellowship with God apart from Jesus Christ. Everything Jesus is and does is in accordance with absolute truth. There is nothing fictitious, imaginary or counterfeit about Him. There is no semblance of pretension in Him. The truth of Christianity rests upon Jesus Christ as the Son of God. It does not rest on relative thinking or pluralistic thinking, but upon an eternal Person. This truth transcends finite, human truth.

Sadly today, very few people want to know anything about God. They want to know how to become a success. They are interested in the stock market and investments. They take interest in political issues. But very few have a vibrant interest in eternal things. People relegate God to the outer edges of the universe.

But those who understand and embrace the glory of the Incarnation have an entirely different appreciation of God. They not only want to know more and more about Him but they want to fellowship with Him as much as possible. They cannot get enough of Him!

Do you know God? Do you have the Son of God? John 17:3:-"And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and [likewise to know} Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”

This verse does not mean that Jesus Christ is not the true God. The fact that His Name is mentioned together with God the Father’s as being the joint source of eternal life means that They are equal. 

As a result of personally knowing God as their Heavenly Father, the believer has yet another glorious privilege. John goes on to say in verse 20,“and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ.” 

To abide in God is to abide in His Son. We are in his Son Jesus Christ; therefore, we are in Him." We not only know Him, we live in Him. We are part of His life. We share His thinking and through the Bible we have the mind of Christ. What tremendous privileges! 

The Christian life is life at its best. When God looks at us He sees Jesus Christ. Jesus is perfect righteousness so we share His perfect righteousness. Jesus has eternal life so we share His eternal life. Jesus took our condemnation so we will never be condemned. Romans 8:1: "There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus…" 

1st Corinthians 15:22: "For as in Adam {because of their union of nature} all die, even so in Christ { by virtue of their union of nature} all shall be made alive." 

I wonder if it ever remotely dawns on any of us who are Christians, just what it means to be a Christian. How far we have come, how much we have, how tremendous are these great, unshakable, fundamental, foundational truths on which we rest our faith. The glory of Christ's love and His comfort, the warmth of His Presence and His peace in our hearts. The Christian has the best in this world and in the world to come.

At the end of our verse 20 John, speaking of Jesus Christ,  says:-“This {Man} is the true God and eternal life.” In other words, John is teaching what the Gnostics denied, namely, that Jesus Christ is God and that eternal life is found only in Him.

John Stott says of the statement, “This is the true God and eternal life:” this would be the most unequivocal statement of the deity of Jesus Christ in the New Testament." 

The Son of God is God Almighty. Jesus is God Himself. - He is true deity. As such He carries eternal life. He shares that eternal life with all who know Him. John 10:10:-.I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”

Jesus is the true God and, therefore, He is eternal life. Eternal life, God’s very own Life, is wrapped up in a Person, Jesus Christ.1st John 5:11-12:-

11.  “And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 

12.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.”

John now closes his first letter with this final warning. “Little children, keep yourselves from idols.  Amen.”

This may seem like a strange way to end John’s letter, but it fits in with the theme of a real, living relationship with God. The enemy to fellowship with God is idolatry: - embracing a false god, or a false idea of the true God. It is a substitute for the real thing. 

It can be any false idea of who God is. We can only have real relationship with the God who is really there! An idol is anything that takes the pre-eminent place of God in our lives. That might be a person, a pleasure, some material asset, or an ambition. It is anything that comes between the soul and the Saviour. 

John is saying that we need to keep our focus on what is true. Our focus and our trust should be fixed on Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the central figure and substance of the Christian faith. Reality has been the theme throughout John’s letter, and now we are reminded of it again. 

John was probably writing to believers in the city of Ephesus, a city given over to the worship of idols.   (Acts 19:21-41). The temple of Diana, one of the wonders of the ancient world, was located in Ephesus, and the making and selling of idols was one of the chief occupations of the people there. Surrounded by idolatry, Christians there were under tremendous pressure to conform. 

But did you know that the 21st century still has the same 1st century gods and idols? 21st century idols are just as real as their 1st century counterparts! Sure, we have changed the names, but the gods, the idols, and the principles behind them are exactly the same. 

For example, there is the worship of Narcissus, the god who fell in love with himself.  Is this not perhaps the supreme god of mankind, - the worship of self, - the worship of man, the exaltation of man? The idea that we constantly hear set forth is that man is so tremendous, so smart, so brilliant, so clever; he can do almost anything. Yet, we deny the continual evidence of our senses that the world is crumbling to pieces and decaying all around us. Is it not amazing, how we worship man? 

The manifestations of it find expression in such evil things as Nazism and Bolshevism, - the worship of race or country. 1st century people worshiped Narcissus the god who fell in love with himself but we worship SELF. 2nd Timothy 3:1-2a:-

1.  “But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 

2.  For men will be lovers of themselves…………,”

In the 1st century they worshipped Bacchus, the god of pleasure, the god of booze, women and song; and we addict ourselves to drugs, alcohol and dubious forms of pleasure and entertainment. They worshiped Venus, the goddess of love, and we worship illicit sexual pleasure and corrupt our minds with sensual lust. They worshiped Apollo, the god of physical beauty, and we have become obsessed with the body. 

They worshipped Minerva, the goddess of science, and we put great trust in science to answer the ultimate cosmological questions of life. Everywhere we have enthroned science as god.

John writes and says in effect, “these things will destroy you, they will rob you of what God has for you. "Little children, watch that you do not drift off into the worship that the world around you is constantly engaged in. Do not let these things become important in your life, for God has set you free that you might live as God intended man to live." 

The tragedy of idolatry is that a dead image can do a worshiper no good because it is not genuine. Hebrew writers in the Old Testament called idols “nothings, - vain things, vapours,  emptiness.” An idol is a lifeless, useless substitute for the real thing.

The Psalms contain caustic indictments of idolatry. (Ps. 115:1-8; Ps. 135:15-18). To human vision, an idol looks real—eyes,  ears,  mouth,  nose,  hands, feet, but these are but useless imitations of the real thing. The eyes are blind, the ears are deaf, the mouth is silent, the hands and feet are paralysed.

But the real tragedy is as Psalm 115:8 says:-“those who make them will become like them; So is everyone who trusts in them.” We become like the god we worship!

And that could also be said to be the secret of the Christian life that is real. Why? Because we have met the true God, through His Son Jesus Christ, we are in contact with reality.  We are being conformed in His likeness! We are becoming like the One in whom we trust! Our fellowship is with a God who is genuine. 

As we have seen, the word “real” means “the original as opposed to a copy” and “the authentic as opposed to an imitation.” Jesus Christ is the true Light, the true Bread, the true Vine and Truth itself. (John 1:9;  6:32; 14:6; 15:1) He is the Original; everything else is a copy. He is authentic; everything else is only an imitation.

Christians live in an atmosphere of reality. Most unsaved people live in an atmosphere of pretence and sham. Christians have been given spiritual discernment to know the true from the false, but the unsaved do not have this understanding. Christians do not simply choose between good and bad; they choose between true and false. 

An idol represents that which is false and empty; and a person who lives for idols will himself become false and empty. Few people today bow to idols of wood and metal. Nevertheless, other idols capture their attention and affection. 

Covetousness, for example, is idolatry (Col. 3:5). A man may worship his bankbook or his stock portfolio just as fervently as a so-called heathen worships his ugly idol. Matthew 4:10 records Jesus rebuking Satan and saying, `You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.' ''

The thing we serve is the thing we worship! Whatever controls our lives and “calls the signals” is our god. This explains why God warns us against the sin of idolatry. Not only is it a violation of His commandment, but it is a subtle way for Satan to take control of us. (Ex. 20:1-6) 

When “things” take God’s place in our lives, we are guilty of idolatry. This means we are living for the unreal instead of for the real. To a man of the world, the Christian life is unreal and the worldly life to him is real. This is because a man of the world lives by what he sees and feels (things) and not by what God says in His Word. 

An idol is a temporal thing, Jesus Christ is eternal God. 2nd Corinthians 4:18 says:-“For the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal” 

Like Moses, a Christian endures “as seeing Him who is invisible” (Heb. 11:27). Hebrews 11:1 tells us that, “Faith is “the evidence of things not seen”. 

Noah had never seen a flood, yet by faith he “saw” it coming and did what God told him to do. 

Abraham “saw” a heavenly city and country by faith, and was willing to forsake his own earthly home to follow God. 

All of the great heroes of faith named in Hebrews 11 accomplished what they did because they “saw the invisible” by faith. In other words, they were in contact with reality. 

The world boasts of its enlightenment, but a Christian walks in the real light, because God is light. The world talks about love, but it knows nothing of the real love which a Christian experiences because “God is love.” The world displays its wisdom and learning, but a Christian lives in truth because “the Spirit is truth.” God is light, love, and truth; and these together make a life that is real.

“But it makes no difference what a man believes so long as he is sincere!” This popular excuse hardly needs repudiation. Does it make any difference what the pharmacist believes, or the surgeon, or the chemist? It makes all the difference in the world!

Shed a tear for Jimmy Brown;

Poor Jimmy is no more.

For what he thought was H2O [Water]

Was H2SO4.! (Sulphuric acid)

A Christian has “turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God” (1st Thessalonians. 1:9). Idols are dead, but Christ is the living God. Idols are false, but Christ is the true God. This is the secret of the life that is real!

So John’s admonition, “Keep yourselves from idols,” can be paraphrased, “Watch out for the imitation and the artificial and be real!” What is it that you regard as supremely important to you today? 

It is with this question that John closes this book, and we close our studies. There has been a fundamental separation between us and the world. We can no longer imitate this dying world and its ways. There must be a change in our lifestyles. 

There is a difference: "we are of God." John says. We are forever a new creation in Christ! We have been separated from the power of Satan and of darkness. We must live like the Ambassadors of Christ that we are!

John affirms this principle by the word "Amen." "Amen" means, “so be it”, "I believe it." I believe it…..how about you? 

AMEN
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