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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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THE SECOND EPISTLE OF JOHN

AUTHORSHIP

This letter and the Third Epistle of John have been accepted by most conservative scholars as written by the Apostle of our Lord. 

TESTIMONY OF THE EARLY CHURCH FATHERS:

“Clement of Alexandria, and Alexander, Bishop of Alexandria, quote them, or refer to them, as the writings of the apostle John. —Lardner’s Works, vi. 275; Lucke, p. 329.”

Origen, the successor of Clement, knew of them but admitted some did not accept them as genuine, as also did Dionysius of Alexandria.  

Irenaeus, an acquaintance of the Apostle John and the disciple of Polycarp, because of his associations would have been familiar with John’s writings and known just what writings were attributed to him.  “He quotes from the 2 John 1:11 and with express reference to John as the author, under the name of “John, the disciple of our Lord.”  

He also refers to this epistle in another place, in which, after quoting from 1 John he continues, “And John, the disciple of Jesus, in the Epistle before mentioned, commanded that they (the heretics) should be shunned, saying,” etc. He then quotes, word for word, the seventh and eighth verses of 2 John.

“Though there were doubts among many of the Fathers respecting the genuineness of these Epistles, yet they were admitted in several councils of the church to be genuine. In the 85th of the apostolic canons, (so called); in the 60th canon of the Synod of Laodicea; the Council at Hippo, (a.d. 393), and the third Council of Carthage (a.d. 397), they were reckoned as undoubtedly pertaining to the inspired canon of Scripture.” 

INTERNAL EVIDENCE:
The subject matter, as will be seen, is very much in line with 1 John.  All three epistles have the same gentleness toward the brethren coupled with a tough and uncompromising stand against heresy, a seeming contradiction of character but one which is understood when we see him for what he had become, an elderly and spiritually mature ‘Son of Thunder’. 

Other evidence, as Barnes points out, are several verses in 2nd and 3rd John that are “are so decidedly in the manner of John” (c.f. 2 John 1:5-7, 9; 3 John 1:11-12).
GOD’S CHARACTER STANDS AS TESTIMONY:

 Even though there was division on their authenticity in the early church, if we believe in the providence of God and his ability to move the hearts of men to perform his will, we must accept these letters as canonical, for their inclusion has been an accepted fact for all these centuries.  

THE DISPUTERS OF THIS AGE:

It is only in a spirit of declension and scholastic pride that we find such dispute, and that dispute rises from a perceived need to destroy the apostolic authority these letters would otherwise contain.  To help accomplish that destruction, they attribute it to some lesser ‘John’ rather than the beloved disciple and Apostle of Christ.  

The wolves of Matthew 7:15, the deceivers of vs.7 of this letter, and those who Paul warns us about in Colossians 2:8 are today’s liberals, who prove themselves to be antichrist in their unbelief of the truth and their attempts to destroy the testimony of scripture.  They, unlike the Gnostics of the early centuries, may not deny the ‘flesh and blood’ reality of the historical Jesus, but they do deny his divinity. 

The Gnostics of the first centuries did not deny that Jesus Christ was God, but did deny that God materially came in the flesh (see Gnosticism below).  The Gnostics of our present age deny that Jesus Christ was God come in the flesh, therefore John’s condemnation is as relevant today as it was when written. 

THE PURPOSE OF THE LETTER:

John wrote to the Elect Lady to encourage an ever-closer walk in truth and love, but also to prevent their Christian hospitality being abused by those who claimed that Christ had not come in the flesh. We also should be warned from extending hospitality or wishing God speed to those who deny the deity of Christ.

“Irenaeus reported that one of the reasons John wrote his Gospel was to refute the views of Cerinthus, an early Gnostic. Over against the Gnostic assertion that the true God would not enter our world, John stressed in his Gospel that Jesus was God’s incarnate Son.”   

GNOSTICISM: SPECIAL KNOWLEDGE:

The appellation Gnostic, comes from the Greek word for knowledge, gnosis, and was given because their major claim was to do with special revelation apart from and superior to the Old Testament and the writings of the Apostles;  special knowledge that only the spiritual, and therefore the elect, could have.  The Gnostics claimed Theodus, a friend of Paul, to have been used to convey this secret knowledge. 

They claimed that “The secret knowledge was superior to the revelation recorded in the New Testament and was an essential supplement to it because only this secret knowledge could awaken or bring to life the divine spark or seed within the elect.  When one received the gnosis or true knowledge, one became aware of one’s true identity with a divine inner self.” Songer. 

This sounds very much the same as the Eastern mysticism which is pervading the religious thinking of today’s Western societies. 

SPIRIT GOOD; MATTER EVIL:

Another basic Gnostic belief of the first centuries is thought to have come from the attempt to reconcile the Hellenistic philosophy regarding spirit and matter with Christian belief.  The Hellenist believed in a total alienation between spirit and matter; that matter was evil whilst spirit was good.  

Marcion, a Gnostic, rejected the Old Testament on these grounds; it dealt with the earth, with Law, with the things pertaining to this material and therefore evil world, a world which, being subject to decay was the cause of sin.  He went so far as to claim that the god of the Old Testament was a lesser or subordinate god to the absolute god of the New.  

He believed that the god of the New Testament was a god of grace and was revealed in Jesus Christ, and furthermore, this absolute god could have no affiliation with evil matter, therefore Jesus could not have come in the flesh.  If Jesus was God then he could not be revealed in an evil, decaying, material form but had to manifest himself in some ethereal way.  The capacity for thought and knowledge distinguished persons from the material and animal world and was therefore the only means of revealing God.  He believed Christ had been apparent to the mind and only seemed to be in the flesh, but in reality was not. 

It was only a small step from this to the Antinomian belief in which, by faith and the dispensation of grace, a Christian is released from any obligation to moral law, since (according to their own Gnostic belief) by knowledge, the spiritual element in man is freed from its bondage to matter.  

THE DANGERS OF SUCH A DOCTRINE: 

This is the heresy that John warns against in vs.7; the claim that Christ was an illusion, a visible yet spiritual phenomena designed to impress an idea, rather than a reality.   This mystical rejection of reality is not unlike the heresy found in the modern phrase ‘The Christ Event’, i.e., the example set by Christ brings about a social change in individual lives; his resurrection is a spiritual ‘ideal’ rather than a reality, and we live lives of newness and goodness in accordance to that ‘ideal’.  

The reality in John’s day, as well as our own, is that sins of the flesh are not just an idea but are a physical fact and must be physically judged.  Our sin is not imaginary; it is very real and has separated us from God (Romans 3:23).  This passage from Romans substantiates the fact that at one stage of human existence there had been dialogue and rapport between God and his creatures, as revealed in Genesis 3:8; a rapport that redemption, forgiveness and sanctification are designed to re-establish.

If Jesus was not truly a man, our sins were not judged in his flesh and therefore remain unjudged.  That judgment must be fulfilled, for the wages of sin is death and if these Gnostics, both ancient and modern, are correct in their estimate of Christ and his Cross, then judgement of sin must be fulfilled in the death and damnation of those who have sinned.   If these Gnostics are correct, then all must be eternally damned seeing that all have sinned (Romans 3:23).  

But they are not correct; for having been put to death in the flesh, Christ has suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might re-establish relationship and rapport between God and man (1 Peter 3:18, see also Romans 8:3).

The danger of these heresies lies in the possibility of believers being subverted through ignorance, to a system of ‘salvation by human effort’ and in that, suffering a very real and devastating defeat.  

THE EMPHASIS OF THIS LETTER:  

Found in the words and phrases;  truth; truth and love; love, walk; walking in truth; walking in his commandments, abideth; abideth in the doctrine, doctrine; doctrine of Christ, look to yourselves, receive him not.

GREETINGS – VERSES 1-3
1  The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in the  truth; and not I only, but also all they that have known the truth;  2 For the truth's sake, which dwelleth in us, and shall be with us for ever.  3 Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from the  Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.

KEY WORDS

	Elder
	Presbuteros
	Elder, Aged person

	Elect
	Eklektos
	Chosen, Choice , Laid out

	Lady
	Kuria
	Lady

	Children
	Teknon
	One born , Child

	Love
	Agapao
	To love [Present Active Indicative]

	Truth
	Aletheia
	Truth

	Only
	Monos
	Alone

	Known
	Ginosko
	To know [Perfect Active Participle]

	Sake
	Dia
	On account of 

	Dwelleth
	Meno
	To remain [Present Active Participle]

	Shall Be
	Eimi
	To be [Future Middle Indicative]

	With
	Meta
	With, In common with

	For Ever
	Eis Aiona
	To the age

	Grace 
	Charis
	Grace Graciousness

	Be
	Eimi
	To be [Future Middle Indicative]

	Mercy
	Eleos
	Kindness

	Peace
	Eirene
	Peace, Unity, Concord

	God
	Theos
	God

	Father
	Pater
	Father

	Lord
	Kurios
	Lord, Master

	Jesus 
	Iesus
	Saviour

	Christ
	Christos
	Annointed

	Son
	Huios
	Son, Descendant, Offspring


ANALYSIS

VERSE 1 - The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in the truth; and not I only, but also all they that have known the truth
The author of this letter, rejoicing greatly in ‘finding’ (vs.4) or discovering that the elect lady’s children are walking in truth, shows that he was not the elder, or even an elder, of this church.  

In addressing himself as ‘The’ elder, he is acknowledging a unique standing he held in the church universal, a standing that was accepted by the early church.  The Apostle John was the last of the Apostles and as such would have been within his rights in using such a title.

The elect lady is believed by some to have been an actual woman.  There have been attempts made to make this into a lady’s name i.e. Cyria, but the word is Kuria and should be translated lady, as it is in the KJV.  It is almost certainly a term used for the body of believers to whom he wrote, for the word kuria is the feminine of kurios, or Lord in the English text.  

This Lady was elect, and if a church, this word would indicate her standing as the ‘Bride of Christ’, with her children being the members of that particular congregation.  

John’s sudden switch from singular ‘lady’ in vs.5 to the plural ‘yourselves’ in vs.8 also suggests this.

Truth: What is the truth? The first thing that comes to mind is that truth is fact, but in regards to creation and its history this includes sin.  To say that sin is truth, or even that truth includes sin, places a meaning on truth that is completely opposite the Biblical definition, therefore the term ‘the truth’ as used by Christ (John 14:6) and his apostles (this verse), must be more than mere facts. 

It is in God’s dealings with the historical and eschatological facts that the meaning of truth becomes apparent.  God is honest, open and accountable regarding those facts, and in this, he displays faithfulness to his declared purpose.  

The creation of a race of beings capable of sin, and their subsequent fall, is openly and candidly admitted, yet just as clearly their salvation is also stated (Genesis 3; 1 Corinthians 15:22; Romans 5:12-21; Hebrews Chapters.9-10).  

The fall of Israel is seen in the same light, yet God is faithful and will bring about her salvation and the Kingdom he has promised (Deuteronomy 7:9-10; 30:1-8; Romans Chapter 11).

“The essential idea of truth in the Bible is not conformity to some external standard, but faithfulness or reliability. In the case of God, of course, faithfulness or reliability is not measured by any external standard. God is the standard. God’s truth (faithfulness or reliability) is the truth that is basic for all other truth, (Deuteronomy. 7:9-10).  

He maintains covenant and steadfast love. When God is spoken of as the true God or the God of truth (Deuteronomy. 32:4; 2 Chronicles. 15:3; Isaiah. 65:16; Jeremiah. 10:10) the idea is that God is reliable. God “keepeth truth for ever” (Psalm. 146:6).” 

The love John holds for this church is a benevolent and caring love.  Both he and all they that have known the truth love this Lady with a love induced by the truth, the truth that has become known personally by them and by all who have remained positive to the gospel of Christ.  

There are two Greek words translated love in the English New Testament;

Agape - ag-ah'-pay; love, that is, affection or benevolence; specifically (plural) a love feast: - (feast of) charity ([-ably]), dear, love.

Phileo - fil-eh'-o; to be a friend to (fond of [an individual or an object]), that is, have affection for denoting personal attachment, as a matter of sentiment or feeling.   Refer  Strong’s

The New Testament’s treatment of the word agape is modelled on the Lord’s own use of it, in regard to both God and man, in such passages as Matthew 22:34-40; Mark 12:28-34; Luke 10:25-28; and the example of it in the actions of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:29-35.

Both Paul and John use agape in an active sense. It is a love that initiates action as against phileo, which is a love of response.  

Agape is directed at both God and man and is a love of respect, honour, obedience, and of benevolence toward man. This is a love that does not involve the emotions and could be described as ‘obedience to truth and righteousness’.  It is a fruit of the Spirit and is therefore a virtue in the eyes of God. 

Phileo is a love of intimacy and affection and does involve the emotions; it is a love that responds to outside stimulus, i.e. the looks or character of another being and therefore can never be claimed a virtue.  

Though it is the love of intimacy and friendship, Phileo has no sexual connotations; Eros is sexual love and is not used in the New Testament.  

“Christian love is not simply an emotion which arises because of the character of the one loved. It is not due to the loving quality of the lover. It is a relationship of self-giving which results from God’s activity in Christ.” 

The source of Christian love is God (Romans 5:8), and the believer’s response of faith makes love a human possibility (Romans 5:5).” 

DOCTRINE
LOVE

1. Love for God is total appreciation for all He is and has done.

2. Words for love in Greek language 

a) eros (sexual love) not used in the New Testament

b) storge (comradeship) not used in New Testament

c) agape (concerned love for others, great esteem for the loved one, reverence, a love that springs from adoration and veneration, and is a love of the will that chooses the loved one and devotes self to them to the exclusion of lesser objects.  It may mean a self denying and compassionate devotion to the loved one)

d) phile (a love that embraces and kisses. This love is that of the affections and speaks of friendship and all one will do for a friend).

3. Our Lord makes it clear to Peter in John 21: 15-19 that he wants Peter to love him with agape love that flows from a deep occupation with the Lord. Agape, as a love of the will, must work out in service of the Lord, and this will express the believers love (agape) for other believers also. 

4. Do not love of the things the world has to offer (1 John 2:15-17).

5. True love of God will always lead to love of the brethren (1 John 1:3 -11,  1 John 3:1-3,10, 4:7 -12,19).

6. Love is expressed in worship and in service (1 John 5:1-5).

7. Love for God will flow and grow from knowledge of his word (1 Corinthians 2:9).  

8. This deep love will be expressed in witness for the Lord to others (2 Corinthians 5:14). 

9. God loves every believer with perfect and unchanging love because we are united with His beloved Son.

VERSE - 2 For the truth's sake, which dwelleth in us, and shall be with us for ever.

The fact that John’s love is not phileo (a love of intimacy and affection), is seen in that it is ‘for the truth’s sake’ that they are loved.  He is emphasising, by his own example, the necessity of agape love (a love of respect, honour and of benevolence) as being the very expression of the truth.  

He is writing from the perspective of age and experience and is so emphatic as to be almost demanding of their comprehension. He has seen and experienced Jesus Christ as the truth and is saying here, ‘It is for Christ’s sake that I love you’.  This truth shall be with us forever, for it is the resurrected Christ who is the truth and who indwells every believer; it is Christ, the eternal truth, who is the reason we are to love those whom he indwells.  

John loves the Lord Jesus wherever he sees or hears of him and if this happens to be in the hearts and minds of others, then that is where he loves.  This is all of a part with 1 John 5:1 

“Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well.”  New International Version of the Bible.

DOCTRINE
INDWELLING OF CHRIST

1. The prophecy of the indwelling of the Lord Jesus Christ. (John 14:18-20)

2. There is a distinction between the indwelling of the Lord Jesus Christ and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

3. The Lord Jesus Christ indwells for fellowship (Galatians 2:20), and a sign of the believer's position. (Romans 8:10)

4. In contrast the Holy Spirit indwells to teach, guide, direct, empower and correct. (John 14:26, 16:8-15, Romans 8:11, 1 Corinthians 6:19-20)

5. The purpose of the indwelling is that the believer may grow in fellowship with the Lord, learning to know and love him more. (Colossians 1:27, Ephesians 3:17-19)

6. We fellowship with the Lord within as we allow the Holy Spirit to teach us through the Word. (John 6:63, 8:31-32, Colossians 3:16)

7. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is permanent even though He may be quenched or grieved, but the Lord Jesus Christ can be locked out of the soul by the presence of sin or a negative attitude towards the Word. (2 Corinthians 13:5)

8. When the Lord is locked out, the Holy Spirit convicts the believer, the believer is miserable, with the Lord knocking at the door for admission. (1 John 1:9, Revelation 3:19-20)

VERSE 3 - Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.

This salutation is comparable to those used by other writers of the New Testament scriptures, except John emphasises Jesus as being ‘the Son of the Father’.  This of course was the main thrust of his gospel and is the centre of his theology.  

God is truth (Deuteronomy 32:4); therefore anyone or anything contrary to his word cannot be in or of that truth.  Grace, mercy and peace are available only to those who are entered into relationship with the Father through the Son of the Father the Lord Jesus Christ, and who are living in the truth and in accordance with the principles of love.   

Grace belongs to God and is revealed by his generosity and kindness to his creatures (Psalm 84:11; Romans 5:15; 2 Corinthians 9:8).  Grace manifests itself in the life of the believer when he/she lives in truth and love, and is therefore akin to the fruit of the Spirit of Galatians 5:22.  If we have love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, humility and self-control, we will display grace in our lives.  

Mercy is compassion, and has the sense that God cares for us and is mindful of our weaknesses.  In 1 John 1:9 we see this mercy extending into our Christian experience, wherein if we confess our sin, God is faithful, not to us, but faithful to his Son’s obedience unto death, and is justified in forgiving us those sins because those sins have already been judged in the body of his Son. 

In this God’s character remains uncompromised, for confession of sin is recognition and an acknowledgement of the victory of the Cross and our dependence on it.  God accepts our confession as an act of faith and cleanses us from all unrighteousness on that basis. Righteousness is always by means of faith; it is not by means of works lest any man should boast.  This is God’s ongoing mercy:  the faithful, immutable constancy of God to the efficacy of Christ’s sacrifice, and it is the foundation for a victorious Christian life. 

Peace is the absence of external or internal conflict and since we live in a world of discord and tension, John’s prayer for these people is “the peace of God which passeth all understanding” and which shall keep - mount guard - hem in - protect – “your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” (Philippians. 4:7).  This is an inner peace which none can upset but yourself, and then only by a lack of faith (or trust) in God’s promises.

“The Christian is at peace with God through the Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 5:1).  By this word (peace), denoting reconciliation with God, the blessings of the Christian religion are often described in the scriptures (Romans 8:6; 14:17; 15:13; Galatians 5:22; Philippians 4:7).   A prayer for peace, therefore, in the epistles, is not a mere formal salutation, but has a special reference to those spiritual blessings which result from reconciliation with God through the Lord Jesus Christ.”    
DOCTRINES 
SIN

1. Sin means to fall short (like an arrow falling short of the target) of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)

2. Therefore, anything which does not meet God's standard of righteousness and holiness is sin.

3. It is clear to see, then, that mankind, in his own strength, cannot achieve the righteousness of God. (Romans 3:9-10)

4. The sin of Adam

a) Sin entered the world with Adam. (Genesis 3:1-5, Romans 5:12)

b) The penalty of sin is death (Romans 6:23)

i) spiritual death - separation from God in time (Genesis 3:8)

ii) physical death - separation of the soul from the body (Genesis 3:19, 5:5)

iii) eternal death - separation from God in the Lake of Fire Revelation 20:13-14)

c) The man, Adam, as head over the woman, was therefore held responsible for sin (Romans 5:12)

d) The penalty of sin is imputed to all people, and, apparently, passed down through the male in birth.

e) Because Jesus was born of a virgin, He did not inherit the sin nature from Adam.

f) As a sinless man, He was therefore qualified to offer Himself as a sacrifice to pay the penalty of sin (death - spiritual and physical).

g) Because Christ has paid the penalty for sin for us, those who trust in Him are no longer condemned (Romans 5:19, 8:1)

5. All of creation is corrupted as a result of sin (Genesis 3:16-19, Romans 8:20-22)

6. Three types of sin:-

a) Adam's sin is imputed to all mankind

b) As a result, we all inherit a sinful nature

c) As a result, we therefore commit personal sins

7. Sin manifests itself in three categories:

a) Sins of action/deed

i) Examples include murder, adultery, stealing

b) Sins of the tongue/spoken

i) Examples include lying, slander, gossip, blasphemy

ii) Out of the seven "worst" sins, three are sins of the tongue. (Proverbs 6:16-19)

iii) Can result in the sin unto death. (Psalm 12:3)

iv) God protects and blesses the believer who is victimised by the sins of the tongue. (Matthew 5:11-12)

v) Troublemakers are always characterised by sins of the tongue. (Psalm 52:2)

c) Sins of the mind

i) Examples include pride, coveting, jealousy, bitterness, hatred, vindictiveness.

8. Recovery from sin

a) When a believer sins his fellowship with God is disrupted.   The Holy Spirit is grieved, and can no longer control your life.

b) Confess the known sin. (1 John 1:9, Psalm 66:18) God forgives these sins upon confession and cleanses from the unknown sins in the believer's life as well as known sins.

c) Examine your motivation - this involves full surrender to God. (Romans 12:1-2, 2 Corinthians 13:5)

d) Move on from the sin which you have confessed. Don't get tied up with guilt - this is another sin. (Philippians 3:13-14, Psalm 103:10-12)

e) Resume your active spiritual walk. Avoid areas where you might be tempted. (Hebrews 12:12-13) 

f) Be reconciled to others once you have been reconciled to God. (James 5:16)

g) In human forgiveness we are told to forgive others even as God has forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32).

9. Jesus washed the feet of the disciples John 13:10

a) The body is clean - we were eternally forgiven once and for all at the cross. (Hebrews 10:1-12).

b) The feet need regular washing - we must confess our sins to the Father to restore fellowship (1 John 1:9)

10. Satan constantly accuses us of our sins before God (Revelation 12:10).  However, the Lord Jesus Christ is our Advocate/Lawyer in heaven (1 John 2:1).  He pleads for us by saying that the penalty for that sin has been paid in full.

11. Names for sin include:-

a) Unbelief - denial of the truth. (John 16:9, Hebrews 3:12)

b) Lawlessness - rejection of rules of life. (1 Timothy 1:9)

c) Iniquity - evil acts. (Acts 8:22, 23)

d) Trespass - encroachment on God's authority. (Ephesians 2:1)

e) Disobedience - refusal to obey. (Hebrews 2:2)

f) Transgression - violation of law. (Luke 15:29, Galatians 3:19)

12. The sin unto death is the physical death of a believer, due to habitual unconfessed sin or rebellion against God. (1 John 5:16, 17, 1 Corinthians 11:31, 32)  Examples

a) The Corinthian Pervert - (1 Corinthians 5)

b) The Corinthians who habitually came to the Lord's table in an unworthy manner. (1 Corinthians 11:27-32)

c) Moses (Deuteronomy 32:48-52)

d) Achan (Joshua 7:16-26)

e) Ananias and Sapphire (Acts 5:1 -11)

13. There is only one sin which can't be forgiven - the unpardonable sin - rejection of Jesus Christ.

a) It is based upon rejection of the ministry of the Holy Spirit to reveal the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour. Genesis  6:3,  John 16:7-11,  Hebrews 10:29.

b) Synonyms for the unpardonable sin are: willful sin  Hebrews 10:26-31, blasphemy against the Holy Spirit  Matthew  12:31,  resisting the Holy Spirit  Acts 7:51,  insulting the Holy Spirit  Hebrews 10:29

14. The first recorded sin was that of Satan - pride (Isaiah 14:12-14)

15. God is not the author of sin nor the author of temptation. It is incompatible with the nature of God for Him to create sin because of His divine character.  (James 1:13).

16. Temptation comes from the world, the flesh (sin nature within man), or Satan.  If he entertains the sin, man then chooses to sin - sin is therefore a result of man's own free will. (James 1:14)

SALVATION

1. Salvation is the gift of God by grace through faith.

2. We cannot work for salvation - we must receive it as a gift. (Ephesians 2:8, 9, Romans 4:4-5)

3. The only means of salvation is by trusting that Jesus Christ died for your sins, was buried and raised from the dead.  He therefore paid the penalty for sin, and conquered death.  (Acts 16:30-31, John 3:16, 14:6, 1 Corinthians 15:3-4)

4. We are saved so that we can serve God. (Ephesians 2:8-10)  Our good works show that we have been saved.

5. Salvation includes many other doctrines such as Imputation, Justification, Redemption, Propitiation, Reconciliation and Sanctification.

SANCTIFICATION

1. Sanctification means to be made holy - to be set apart unto God.  One who is sanctified is called a saint.

2. We are sanctified (made holy) in Christ Jesus. (1 Corinthians 1:2)

3. Sanctification is in three stages:

a) Stage 1 At salvation - union with Christ - positional sanctification. (1 Corinthians 12:13, Romans 1:1-7)

b) Stage 2 Christian way of life - filling of the Holy Spirit - spirituality. (Romans 16:2; 1 Corinthians 1-2)

c) Stage 3 Resurrection body - In heaven - Ultimate sanctification. (1 John 3:2)

4. Our position in Christ entitles us to share Christ's righteousness.  It therefore

a) protects us from divine judgment. (Romans 8:1)

b) qualifies us to live with God forever.

c) makes us a new creature in Christ. (2 Corinthians 5:17)

d) guarantees eternal security for every believer. (Romans 8:38, 39)

5. However, because we still have the old sin nature, we will still sin during this life (Romans 7:21) When controlled by his carnal nature, however the believer is positionally sanctified but experientially carnal.

6. When we receive the resurrection body, we no longer sin - our sanctification will be complete (1 Corinthians 15:56, Philippians 3:21, 1 Thessalonians 5:23)

FORGIVENESS
1. Forgiveness is by the death of Christ (Matthew 26:28, Revelation 1 :5)

2. Divine forgiveness is to all who believe in Christ (Acts 10:43, Acts 16:31)

3. The penalty of sin was paid by Christ on the cross. (Hebrews 9:22, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

4. When a believer sins his fellowship with God is disrupted.  God forgives these sins upon confession and cleanses from the unknown sins in the believer's life as well as known sins. (1 John 1: 9).

5. Jesus Christ is our propitiation. (1 John 2:1,2 )

6. In human forgiveness we are told to forgive others even as God has forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32).  This can only be accomplished by the filling of the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 5:18, Galatians 5:22,23)

GRACE

1. Grace is all that God is free to do for man on the basis of the cross. Therefore Grace is unmerited favour from God.

2. Grace depends on the character of God therefore Grace depends on who and what God is. Grace is what God can do for man and still be true to his own character.

3. The believer must recognise the difference between legalism and grace. Legalism is man's work intruding upon the plan of God.

4. The greatest thing God can do for the saved person is to make him exactly like His Son Jesus Christ. This is accomplished in three stages of sanctification.

5. Positional Sanctification:  At Salvation every believer enters into union with Christ. (Hebrews 1:2) Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father and is therefore superior to all angels in his humanity. At the point of salvation we are entered into union with Christ thus we are positionally higher than angels. We are positionally seated with Christ at God's right hand.

6. Experiential Sanctification:  During the Christian's life on the earth the time spent under the power of the Holy Spirit. During this time we produce the character of God in our lives - gold, silver, precious stones. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)

7. Ultimate Sanctification:  When the believer receives a resurrection body he loses the sin nature and all human good. At this point the believer is physically superior to all angels. He remains in this perfect state eternally.

8. All believers have tasted of Grace at least once (1 Peter 2:3). This refers to the point of Salvation at which the believer receives at least 34 things which he did not earn or deserve. (Ephesians 2:8, 9) Disorientation to grace is the believer's greatest occupational hazard in his Christian life. (Galatians 5:4, Hebrews 12:15)

9. The divine attitude to grace is expressed in (Isaiah 30:18, 19) God is constantly waiting to pour out his blessing on all believers in the Christian life.

10. Grace in salvation is expressed in many ways. It is always the same - believing in Jesus Christ (Psalm 103:8-12, Romans 3:23-4, Romans 4:4, 5:20, Ephesians 2:8, 9)

11. There are many ways in which the Christian life expresses GRACE:

a) Prayer (Hebrews 4:16)

b) Suffering (2 Corinthians 12:9, 10)

c) Growth (2 Peter 3:18)

d) Stability (1 Peter 5:12)

e) Lifestyle (Hebrews 12:28, 2 Corinthians 1:12)

f) Production of Divine Good (1 Corinthians 15:10, 2 Corinthians 6:1

12. Grace is the correct attitude in relation to giving. (2 Corinthians 8 & 9)

13. Grace is the only means of coping with suffering in the Christian life. (2 Corinthians 12:7-10) Through Grace God is able to bless the believer in the midst of the pressures and adversities of life. (1 Peter 1:6,7)

14. Implications of grace:

a) God is perfect, his plan is perfect.

b) A perfect plan can only originate from a perfect God.

c) If man could do anything in the plan of God the plan would no longer be perfect.

d) A plan is no stronger than its weakest link. Grace therefore excludes all human merit, all human ability.

e) Legalism, human works is the enemy of Grace.

f) The works of human righteousness have therefore no place in the plan of God. (Isaiah 64:6)

PEACE

1. Peace on Earth:- The unlimited peace when Jesus Christ establishes his millennial reign on the earth. (Isaiah 9:6, 7, Isaiah 11:1-12, Luke 2:14)

2. Peace with God:- Which comes when a believer is born again as a result of justification by faith. (2 Peter 1:1,2, Ephesians 2:14-17, Philippians 4:9). Reconciliation.

3. Peace of God:- Which is the peace of believers in their soul and spirit who have cast all their cares on the Lord. (1 Peter 5.7, Philippians 4:6,7). The Spirit filled life.

THANKSGIVING – VERSE 4
4.  I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in truth, as we have received a commandment from the Father.

KEY WORDS

	Rejoiced
	Chairo
	To Rejoice, Be glad [Aorist Passive Indicative]

	Greatly
	Lian
	Very much Exceedingly

	Found
	Heurisko
	To find

	Children
	Teknon
	One born, A child

	Walking
	Peripateo
	To walk around [Present Active Participle]

	Truth
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	Truth

	Received
	Lambano
	To take, Receive [Aorist Active Indicative]

	Commandment
	Entole
	Things given in charge

	Father
	Pater
	Father, Ancestor


ANALYSIS

VERSE 4 - I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in truth, as we have received a commandment from the Father.

John’s joy is the reaction of a mature Christian man who has experienced the grace and mercy of God himself, and knowing that a walk in truth is the only way to have an appreciation of God and Jesus Christ whom he has sent, he relates to those who also walk in truth; for they too will experience the eternal life he speaks of in his gospel, John 17:3.  

And in his third epistle he writes “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.”
Walk or walking are from the Greek peripateō – and it is used here in the figurative sense, which is to live, deport oneself or follow and to be occupied with.  To walk in truth and love is to make truth and love ones way of life.

When did John, and others, receive a commandment from the Father to walk in truth?

  In Matthew 17:1-5 we have the account of Peter, James and John being given a glimpse of our Lord coming in his kingdom, foretold in vs.28 of the previous chapter.  It is the account of our Lord’s transfiguration in which Peter’s impetuous comments are cut short by the words of the Father, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.”  They were to now pay attention to the words of the beloved Son.  

This revelation was the Divine verification of Christ Jesus’ role as the prophet of Deuteronomy 18:15, “The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken” quoted in Acts 3:22-23; Acts 7:37, and acknowledged in Hebrews 1:2.

The commandment from the Father is for us to pay attention to the words of the Lord Jesus Christ.  In John 14:23-24 Jesus says “If a man love me, he will keep my words… …the word which you hear is not mine, but the Father’s, who sent me.” Therefore, in being obedient to Christ we are obedient to the Father, and in that obedience we will be found to be walking in the truth.  

DOCTRINES

THANKFULNESS

1. In everything we are told to give thanks. In (1 Corinthians 1) Paul gives thanks for a number of items concerning God's provision.

2. Thanksgiving for grace (v 4)

3. Thanksgiving for spiritual wealth. (v 5).

4. Thanksgiving for witnessing. (v 6).

5. Thanksgiving for spiritual gifts (v 7).

6. Thanksgiving for ultimate sanctification (v 8)

7. Thanksgiving for divine faithfulness (v 9).

a) Faithful to forgive us our sins (1 John 1:9).

b) Faithful in not allowing too great a temptation (1 Corinthians 10:13).

c) Faithful is He who calls you (1 Thessalonians 5:24).

d) Faithful in keeping us from evil (2 Thessalonians 3:3).

e) Faithful even when we are unfaithful (2 Timothy 2:13).

CHRISTIAN LIFE

1. God is pleased with believers

a) By asking for the right things. (1 Kings 3:9, 10)

b) By living a separated life. (2 Timothy 2:4)

c) By doing his will. (Hebrews 13:20, 21)

d) Walking in fellowship with him. (Hebrews 11:5, Genesis 5:24)

e) By praising God. (Psalm 69:30, 31)

f) By resting by faith in God's provision. (Hebrews 11:6)

2. The Christian life involves walking.

a)  in the Truth (2 John 4)

b)  by means of faith in wisdom. (2 Corinthians 5:7, Colossians 4:5)

c)  in the Spirit (Galatians 5:16, 25)

d)  in Love. (Ephesians 5:2)

e)  in newness of Life. (Romans 6:4)

f)  worthy of our vocation. (Ephesians 4:1)

g)  worthy of the Lord. (Colossians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 2:12)

h)  honestly as in the day. (Romans 13:13)

i)  in good works. (Ephesians 2:10)

j)  in light. (Ephesians 5:8, 1 John 1:7)

k)  in Christ Jesus. (Colossians 2:6)

l)  circumspectly. (Ephesians 5:15,16)

m)  as ye ought. (1 Thessalonians 4:1)

3. The Christian life demands honourable conduct:

a) Believers have freedom in Christ (Galatians 5:1), but our conduct must not

i) harm the weak. (1 Corinthians 8:9);

ii) be hypocritical (1 Peter 2:16);

iii) does not edify (1 Corinthians 10:23);

iv) lead to habits which enslave (1 Corinthians 6:12);

v) lead to self-indulgence (Galatians 5:13);

vi) offend personal conscience (Romans 14:5).

b) Our conduct towards God.

i) Done in His Name. (1 Timothy 6:1)

ii) As unto Him. (Colossians 3:23)

iii) For His glory. (1 Corinthians 10:31)

iv) To be worthy of Him. (1 Thessalonians 2:12; 2 Thessalonians 1:5)

c) Our conduct towards others.

i) Be a good example. (Romans 14:7; 1 Timothy 4:12)

ii) Worthy of our calling. (Ephesians 4:1)

iii) Honest. (2 Corinthians 8:21)

iv) Free from the appearance of evil. (1 Thessalonians 5:22)

v) Helpful to a neighbour. (Romans 12:18; 15:2)

vi) Not a cause of stumbling. (Romans 14:13)

vii) Honouring one's parents. (Colossians 3:20)

viii) Honouring to the government. (Titus 3:1)

ix) Must not entail unequal yoking. (2 Corinthians 6:14)

x) Not to judge others (Romans 14:10-13)

xi) Not to cause others to stumble by our actions (Romans 14:15,21-23)

d) Our conduct towards self.

i) Pure and not lustful. (1 Timothy 5:22; 1 Peter 2:11)

ii) Must not defile. (1 Corinthians 3:17; Titus 1:15)

iii) Must not condemn. (Romans 14:22)

iv) Must do good works. (Titus 3:8)

e) This conduct is only obtainable under the filling of the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 5:18; 1 John 1:9).

4. The Christian life demands diligence:

a) Love towards others. (Galatians 2:10, 2 Corinthians 8:8). We should be eager to help those who are less fortunate than ourselves especially by giving them the gospel.

b) We should be keen to take care of the saints (other believers) (Hebrews 6:11, 2 Corinthians 7:12, 2 Corinthians 8:16,17, 2 Timothy 1:17)

c) We should be eager to rest in the promises and principles of God. Happiness comes from this. An example of not resting in the promises is the Exodus generation.(Hebrews 4:11)

d) Confirmation of our calling (2 Peter 1:5, 2 Peter 1:10) We should witness for Christ eagerly, zealously.

e) Unity of the body. (Ephesians 4:3) We should be zealous in maintaining the unity of the body.

f) For the commendation of God. (2 Timothy 2:15). Be eager to show yourself approved by God.

g) To have a life without spot or blemish. (2 Peter 3:14) We should walk close to the Lord and not expose ourselves to unnecessary areas of temptation.

5. Priorities in the Christian life:

a) The First Person - Jesus Christ has ultimate priority - Colossians 1:16-18

b) The First Possessions - The kingdom of God, the greatest gift - Matthew 6:33

c) The First Offering - the giving of oneself - 2 Corinthians 8:5

d) The First Denial - the denial of self - Matthew 7:5

e) The First Discipline - the discipline of prayer - 1 Timothy 2:1-4

f) The First Commandment - to love God supremely - Matthew 22:37-38

g) The First Excuse - too busy to have time for God - Matthew 8:21-22

6. The Christian life has a number of deposits:

a) First Deposit - at salvation the believer entrusts his life with the Lord. (2 Timothy 1:12)

b) Second Deposit - the Lord deposits the Word of God with the believer - teaching and study. (2 Timothy 1:14)

c) Third Deposit - the believer deposits his fears, problems, pressures, (1 Peter 4:19, 5:7, Psalm 55:22)

d) Fourth Deposit - the believer deposits the gospel with the unbeliever. (Romans 1:14)

EXHORTATION:  LOVE ONE ANOTHER – VERSES 5-6

5  And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another.  6 And this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it.

KEY WORDS
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	To interrogate To question, To ask about [Present Active Indicative]
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	Lady
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	To write, Inscribe [Present Active Participle]
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	To have and to hold [Imperfect Active Indicative]
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	To Love [Present Active Subjunctive]
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	Allelon
	Each other

	Is
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	To be [Present Active Indicative]
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ANALYSIS

VERSE 5 - And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another.
John uses a strong word here to catch the attention of this ‘Lady’.  I beseech thee; erōtaō; to interrogate; by implication to request: — ask, beseech, desire, entreat, pray.  

What he is about to say is crucial, for though it is no new commandment, loving one another is the fulfillment of the command we have had from the beginning.  

The command to love one another is implicit in Leviticus 19:18, for in that passage, starting at verse 15, thy neighbour is any one of thy people Israel.  An Israelite was to love his fellow Israelite; they were to love one another.  

In Matthew 22:37-40, the Lord quoted from this passage, emphasizing love as the greatest of all virtues, for by it, all the Law and the Prophets are fulfilled.  

In John 13:34, the Lord Jesus Christ took this commandment and made it his own, by the addition of the words “…as I have loved you… you are to love one another”.  

This is a sacrificial love where the good of the brethren is prominent in ones thinking and actions.  (Some foolish believers go to the extreme and neglect their families in an attempt to fulfill this command.  They contradict scripture in disregarding their God-given responsibilities and become legalistic in the process.)

It is interesting to note that, from the beginning the people of God, both Israel and the Church, had such comparable commands as a central platform to their faith.    

John’s use of the word ‘we’, emphasizes the individuals responsibility to fulfill this command.  Christians are to love one another.   

VERSE 6 – And this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it.

This verse is specific to the new command from the Lord Jesus, that we should love one another, 

Obedience (in contradistinction to disobedience, which expresses rebellion and contempt) is an expression of love and we will demonstrate such love for Christ Jesus when we keep his commandments.  

This is amply demonstrated in Deuteronomy 10:12 and 11:13 where the people of God are told what it is that God required of them.  They were not only to love God but also to fear (revere) and to serve “the LORD thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul”.  

To serve is to be under the control of another, to do his bidding.  In the case of serving the Lord it is an act of free choice and is pictured in Deuteronomy 15:12-17.

In summary therefore, to love one another in obedience to God’s command is tantamount to loving God.  As John points out in 1 John 4:20, if a man hates or is intolerant or contemptuous of a brother, he does not love God.

DOCTRINE

OBEDIENCE

1. Obedience is better than offerings. (1 Samuel 15:22; Proverbs 21:3; 28:9).  If we are not in God's will, any "worship" we offer is unacceptable.

2. Obedience is something you have to learn. The basic training in obedience has to start in childhood. As it says in (Exodus 20:12 and Deuteronomy 5:16) "Honour your father and your mother. " (Proverbs 4:3,4; 22:6; 29:15-17; Hebrews 5:8).

3. Teaching your child obedience is an act of love. (Proverbs 3:12; 19:18; 23:13-14).

4. We have to obey those who are in authority over us. (Exodus 20:12; 22:28; Leviticus 19:3; Deuteronomy 5:16; Romans 13:1-5; Ephesians 6:1-5; Colossians 3:18-22; Titus 3:1).

5. Those in authority have been put in that position by God. (Romans 13:1).

6. Obedience to those in authority is obedience to God. (Proverbs 24:21; Ephesians 6:7; Colossians 3:23-24; Romans 13:5).

7. Disobedience to those in authority is disobedience to God. (Romans 1:30; 13:2).

8. But when we are ordered to do something that is against God's Will we have to disobey. (Acts 4:19; 5:40-42).

9. The fifth commandment (Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16) is the only commandment with a promise. (Proverbs 10:17; Ephesians 6:1-3). Social life in a society is only possible when the people in it have learned to obey.

10. If this commandment is ignored, if the authority of the family is denied or not exercised, society will quickly slide into anarchy. (Isaiah 3:12; Proverbs 29:21, 30:21-23; Romans 1:30.)

11. Jesus Christ was perfect in His obedience. (Luke 2:51; Philippians 2:8).  Examples of the Lord's perfect obedience to the Father's will.

a) The Lord's temptation in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11), where the Lord resisted the temptation in His humanity to use His divine power outside the Father's will (Philippians 2:5-8, Hebrews 10:7)

b) In the Garden of Gethsemane the Lord resisted all temptation to the contrary but set His face firmly to go through with the horror of the cross (Matthew 26:38-46, Mark 14:34-42, Luke 22:41-44)

c) During the provocations of the trials the Lord stood firm and resolute. Although He had the power to resist arrest, as shown briefly in (John 18:6), He voluntarily went with the troops, even chiding Peter for his sword play (Luke 22:49-51). 

Although abused (Matthew 26:67-68), struck (John 18:22), scourged (Matthew 27:26), mocked and beaten (Matthew 27:27-31), and finally crucified the Lord calmly accepted this all as part of the Father's Plan, resisting any temptation to rebel at the injustice, cruelty and callousness of those who perpetrated this evil. Rather He prayed for them, acknowledging to Pilate that all this was part of His role as Saviour (Luke 23:34, John 18:37)

d) When miracles were demanded by Herod Antipas (Luke 23:8-11) the Lord resisted any temptation to instantly judge that evil man and his court but saying nothing set His face to the cross on which He would bear even the sins of Herod Antipas (1 John 2:2)

e) When He stumbled on the road to the cross He did not call on divine strength but Simon of Cyrene had to be pressed into service to carry the cross. (Matthew 27:32, Luke 23:26)

f) When reviled by the crowds as He hung on the cross, taunted to do things which He could have done, He resisted all temptation to step down from the cross but stayed there to bear the sins of all. (Matthew 27:39-44, Mark 15:29-32, Luke 23:35-39)

WARNING OF FALSE TEACHERS – VERSES 7-11
7  For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that  Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.  8 Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.  9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.  10 If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: 11  For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.
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ANALYSIS

VERSE 7 - “For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.”

John had written his first general epistle as a defense of Christ’s hypostatic union (see below), the truth of which is seen in the prophetic word of Isaiah 7:14, “…Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel” and had been the very heart of the gospel according to John. 

Strong’s has Immanuel as meaning, ‘with us (is) God’.  We can see this in John 1:1, 2, 14.    

That defence was a very clear and direct declaration of John’s own relationship with Christ, “…which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life” (1 John 1:1).  

He adds a parenthesis (vs.2) to ensure there could be no mistaking his meaning: “(For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and show unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us)” 

John had witnessed the ‘flesh and blood’ reality of Jesus of Nazareth and seen in his life, death and his resurrection, the proofs of Messianic status.  In his first epistle God laid down an inflexible rule that “every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God”, and what is more “… is that spirit of antichrist” (1 John 4: 3).

In vs.7, with it’s warning against such deception and against those who would deceive, we see a reiteration of John’s former defence.   

DOCTRINE

HYPOSTATIC UNION

1. Hypostasis means standing together under one essence, two things united under one with no loss or transfer to the other and no change to either.

In the person of Jesus Christ the two natures, divine and human, were inseparably linked with no loss or transfer of properties or attributes, and no mixture or loss of separate identity the union was personal and eternal.

The Lord Jesus Christ is still perfectly human and divine

2. See Isaiah 7:14, Isaiah 9:6, John 1:1-14, Romans 1:2-5, Romans 9:5, Philippians 2:5-11, 1 Timothy 3:16, Hebrews 1:4

3. The incarnate person of the Lord Jesus Christ included undiminished deity; He remained co equal and co eternal with the father while on earth. As a baby in the cradle he was holding the universe together.

4. The Lord Jesus Christ was also true humanity; body, soul and spirit although due to the virgin birth he had no old sin nature 1 Peter 2:22

5. The two natures were united without transfer of attributes; the Essence of Deity and humanity were unchanged.

6. No aspect of the divine nature was lacking, although certain attributes were not exercised in line with the Father's plan Matthew 4:1-10

7. The union was personal and hypostatic; one essence with two natures.

8. Deity did not indwell humanity or possess it. The union was more than sympathy and harmony, it was unique combining the two natures eternally.

9. Christ had two natures in one person, therefore he could be supremely powerful yet weak at the same time.

a) Deity cannot be tempted, humanity can. Matthew 4:1-10

b) Deity cannot thirst, humanity can John 19:28 


c) Deity is omniscient , humanity learns Luke 2:40,52

10. The necessity of the humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ is seen in the following:-

a) To be our Saviour he had to be man as God cannot die. Hebrews 2:14,15, Philippians 2:7,8

b) To be our mediator He had to be equal with both God and man  Job 9:2, 32-33,  1 Timothy 2:5-6

c) To be our High Priest He must be a man. Hebrews 7:4,5 14-28; 10:5, 10-14

d) To be a king he must be a man, a Jew in the line of David. Psalm 89:20-37, 2 Samuel 7:8-16

11. There are three categories of sayings or actions of the Lord:

a) From his deity alone John 8:58

b) From his humanity alone John 19:28

c) From his hypostatic union - John 11:25,26

12. The uniqueness of the person of the Lord Jesus Christ is a key doctrine to understand for all believers, for it is on this point that the accurate preaching of the gospel rests. 1 Timothy 3:16

13. The gospel in one word is Immanuel - God with us. John's testimony on this point John 1:14. In Christ we see God's love and favour towards man. As God revealed himself in the Old Testament, so He perfectly reveals himself in the person of the unique person of the universe , the God man the Lord Jesus Christ.

VERSE 8 - Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.

Christians are to be very careful in this matter for their spiritual well being is on the line, for if Christ our Lord has not come in the flesh he can not have died for sin as 1 Peter 2:24 tells us he did; there can be no forgiveness of sin as 1 John 1:9 says there is; and we would have no hope of resurrection as 1 Corinthians 15:20 affirms we have.  

We would be yet in our sins, those who have died are perished and we must be, of all men most miserable. (1 Corinthians, 15:17-19)   

Such doctrines can lead either to a life of complacent self-righteousness or to a life of slavery to ‘good deeds’ in a vain attempt to gain mercy and peace, or to hopelessness and despair when mercy and peace are not forthcoming.  
“That we lose not” shows that there is a possibility of loss for the believer.  As it is impossible to lose ones salvation, this must refer to a loss of the full reward of this verse. 
We can lose those things, which we have wrought, and a slide into secularism or licentiousness will take from us any spiritual blessing we may have gained.  John however, has the positives in view.  He wants the brethren to attain those things that make up the full reward.  

They are the gold, silver and precious stones of 1 Corinthians 3:12, which are the imperishable works of love, patience, steadfastness, faithfulness, purity, chastity and others, which are found in Christ’s summation of the churches in Revelation 2 & 3.  

The rewards for such works, again found in Revelation 2 & 3, are; access to the tree of life; eating of the hidden manna; a new name; rule over the nations; the morning star (i.e. medal of honour); clothing of white; a name remaining in the book of life and being a pillar in the temple of God.  Other rewards are described in the New Testament as crowns.  

These crowns are the crowns of life, of rejoicing, of righteousness, of glory and the incorruptible crown.  All these crowns are for those who remain faithful under the pressures of self, of suffering, of trial, in testimony and in service.  
The negatives that come from disbelief in Christ’s deity, will lead to secularism and its program of “salvation by good works” for if Christ is not God come in the flesh; we have no saviour and must look to ourselves.  

Such ‘good works’ are the product of human righteousness and no matter how good they appear in the eyes of men, they are the product of the sin nature and are as filthy rags in God’s sight and unacceptable to him. Isaiah. 64:6; Job 14:4, 15:14-16; Romans 7:18, 24; Titus 3:3.  They are the wood, hay and stubble of 1 Corinthians 3:12-15, things wrought of unbelief and fit only to be burned.   

Christians today must beware of the deceptive lies of Liberal humanism; if we lose sight of God our Saviour, we will soon lose sight of the necessity of forgiveness, and our own striving after righteousness will soon be held (or hoped) acceptable.  

But the works of such self-righteousness shall be burned, and the self-righteous one shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. 1 Corinthians. 3:15

DOCTRINES

ETERNAL SECURITY

1. When a person truly trusts Jesus Christ for salvation, he is saved forever.  He cannot lose his salvation.

2. POSITIONAL APPROACH (Romans 8:38-39)

We are united with Christ ("in Christ").  Absolutely nothing can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ.

3. LOGICAL APPROACH (Romans 8:32, Romans 5)

As unbelievers we are enemies of God (Romans 5), as believers we are his children. If he did the most for his enemies what will he do for his children? This excludes loss of salvation for he saved us while we were his enemies.

4. GOD'S HANDS APPROACH (John 10:28, Psalm 37:24)

Neither shall anyone seize them out of my hand. God is all powerful.

5. EXPERIENTIAL APPROACH (2 Timothy 2:12-13)

If we deny Christ He is going to deny us rewards (context=suffering and rewards). If we renounce Him, HE REMAINS FAITHFUL. The believer is in Christ and Christ indwells the believer. He cannot deny Himself.

6. THE FAMILY APPROACH (Galatians 3:26, John 1:12)

When you believe in Christ you are born again as a child of God. You cannot be unborn, once a child always a child.

7. THE INHERITANCE APPROACH (1 Peter 1:4-5)

We have an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled which fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for us who are kept by the power of God.  Perfect tense - it will always be reserved, since it is kept by God, not us.

8. THE SOVEREIGNTY APPROACH (2 Peter 3:9, Jude 24)

He is not willing that any should perish - refers to the whole human race (2 Peter 3:9) Now unto him who is able to keep you from falling (from perishing). Once you are saved, it is His will that you don't perish.

9. THE BODY APPROACH (1 Corinthians 12:21, Colossians 1:18)

Christ is the head, we are the members of the body.  If any are lost, the body of Christ is incomplete.

10. THE GREEK TENSE APPROACH (Ephesians 2:8-9)

"For by Grace are ye saved". Perfect tense of the verb "sozo". For by Grace have you been saved in the past so that you go on being saved forever.

11. THE SEALING MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT APPROACH (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 1:13, 4:30)

In the ancient world the seal was a guarantee for protection. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit guarantees our security. 

REWARDS AND CROWNS

1. Rewards and Salvation are carefully separated in the scriptures. Salvation is a free gift from God, rewards are for meritorious service in the power of the Spirit.

2. Salvation - a free gift to the lost. (Ephesians 2:8-9, Romans 6:23, John 4:10) - an everlasting possession. (John 3:36, John 5:24, John 6:47)

3. Rewards - to the saved who faithfully work for the Lord. (1 Corinthians 9:24, 25, Revelation 22:12) - distributed at the Judgment Seat of Christ. (1 Corinthians 3:11-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10, Romans 14:10)

4. Rewards as Crowns:-

a) The incorruptible crown - for faithfulness in exercising self control. (1 Corinthians 9:24-27)

b) The crown of glory - for faithfulness in suffering. (1 Peter 5:4)

c) The crown of life - for faithfulness under trial. (James 1:12, Revelation 2:10)

d) The crown of righteousness - for faithful testimony. (2 Timothy 4:8)

e) The crown of rejoicing - for faithful service. (1 Thessalonians 2:19, 20, Philippians 4:1

VERSE 9 - Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.
It is clear from the wording of this verse that there is a difference between simple transgression, and transgression coupled with abiding not.  

Transgresseth is to go contrary to, that is, to violate a command - Strong’s.  Abideth not is of course to depart from, and in this case, to depart from the doctrine of Christ.

There are none who are not guilty of transgression, for we all sin.  If we say we have no sin we lie and the truth is not in us (1 John 1:8).  We do sin, but God has made a way for our fellowship with him to be restored, and that restoration is by means of confession of sin and subsequent cleansing from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9).  

When we transgress and do not, or will not, confess our transgression, we remain unforgiven and uncleansed.  

There is no suggestion of loss of salvation here but only loss of fellowship where the Spirit is grieved or in the extreme, is quenched.  

If our standing with God is upset by sin and is not restored by confession, we will very soon stray from the doctrine, ‘didache’; the instruction or teaching regarding Christ and will lose whatever spiritual growth and its subsequent blessings we may have attained, and it will be said, we hath not God.         

If we make the doctrine regarding Christ, our day-by-day experience, we will have both the Father and the Son.  We will have fellowship with the Son through the indwelling word and with the Father by means of our fellowship with the Son.  John looks back to the Lord’s prayer in John 17 and knows from the words of Christ himself that if we abide in the truth we hath both the Father and the Son. 

In John chapter 17 Jesus asks the Father to glorify him that he might, in turn, glorify the Father through the power given him over all that pertains to the flesh (over death and hell); that in this power he might give eternal life to those whom the Father has given him.  This eternal life is found in knowing the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom he has sent.  Christ Jesus makes the Father known to those who believe the Word of Truth.   

Christ will be glorified in those who are sanctified when they believe in the truth, and that truth will establish unity, or love for the brethren, which in itself will be a testimony that Jesus is sent from God.  

Christ Jesus is in us, the Father is in Christ and because the Father hears the Son we can be assured he will answer his prayer.   We can be assured that those who believe, will be with him in the eternity to come. 

Sanctification, or a right relationship with the Father, can be had only through the Son, our Lord Jesus Christ for “Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also.” 1 John 2:23

DOCTRINES

SPIRITUALITY

1. All Christians have the Holy Spirit indwelling them.  When we allow Him to control our lives, we are said to be "filled with the Spirit" or "walking in the Spirit".

2. The filling of the Holy Spirit can be lost by

a) Grieving the Spirit - by sin

b) Quenching the Spirit - by not submitting to His leading

c) This is called being carnal, or controlled by the flesh, the old sin nature.

3. The filling of the Holy Spirit can be regained by 

a) confessing sin (1 John 1:9)

b) surrendering your life to God (Romans 12:1-2)

c) This is called being spiritual, or controlled by the Holy Spirit.

4. Only the Holy Spirit in us can produce good works acceptable to God - anything in our own strength is unacceptable (Romans 8:8-9, 1 Corinthians 3:10-15)

5. The spiritual believer

a) Imitates God. (Ephesians 5:1, 1 John 3:9)

b) To glorify Christ. (John 7:39, John 16:14)

c) Fulfils the Law. (Romans 8:2-4, Romans 13:8)

INDWELLING OF CHRIST  [See page 7 above]
VERSE 10, 11 - If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: 11 - For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.
 A very likely reason for this letter is a lack of discernment on the part of this beloved ‘Lady’ and her children, in the giving of hospitality.  John dashes off this ‘quick note’, to warn, and teach the necessity of such discernment.  

Hospitality has the meaning of welcome, warmth, approval and liberality and must be distinguished from loving your neighbour, which is being aware of and helping your fellow man in need. 

 John writes that we should not by any means show approval to purveyors of heresy, and welcoming them into our homes would tend to confirm approval.  To know they are purveyors of heresy requires some intercourse with them and this may be over a ‘cup of tea’ in your kitchen, but once known, there should be no further welcome.  

The phrase, “If there come any unto you”, suggests that this is a planned approach by those claiming to have something to offer the church.  This is legitimate even today, but in 1 John 4:1, the apostle warns us to “try the spirits whether they are of God:” so as to ascertain whether they are of the brethren.  

That same warning is implicit in this verse and because of the prevalence of Gnosticism in his day, this doctrine, the doctrine that “Jesus Christ is come in the flesh”, is given by John as an appropriate test.

If they deny this doctrine then they are to be excluded from the hospitality of the church and of the brethren and given no encouraging farewell, for “this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world” (1 John 4:3), and they who “biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.”
““Neither bid him God speed”—kai chairein autoô meô legete—“and do not say to him, hail, or joy.”  Do not wish him joy; do not hail, or salute him.  The word used expresses the common form of salutation, as when we wish one health, success, prosperity (Matthew 26:49; Acts 15:23; 23:26; James 1:1).  

It would be understood as expressing a wish for success in the enterprise in which they were embarked; and, though we should love all people, and desire their welfare, and sincerely seek their happiness, yet we can properly wish no one success in a career of sin and error.”  Barnes 

DOCTRINES

APOSTACY

1. Apostasy means falling away.

2. Apostasy differs from backsliding. A true Christian can backslide, an apostate is never born again. eg. Judas Iscariot.

3. The backslidden Christian breaks fellowship, but doesn't lose his salvation. (John 5:24)

4. The apostate is declared in (2 Timothy 4:3-4) and (1 John 2:19)

5. Apostates may do good works calling themselves Christians but they should not be accepted as such. (2 John 9-11, John 10:12-13).

6. There will be a great apostasy prior to the Rapture (2 Thessalonians 2:3)

SATAN’S STRATEGY

1. Believers are warned against him and his tactics. (Ephesians 4:27, 6:11-13, James 4:7, 1 Peter 5:8)

2. We must be ready and alert. (2 Corinthians 2:11)

3. Satan is a deceiver and a counterfeiter.  He uses deception -  not obviously wrong or sinful - but very subtle changes to the truth (Genesis 3:1).  Remember, a counterfeit looks like the original.

4. Satan is described as an "angel of light" - often seeming attractive and "good".  (2 Corinthians 11:14)

5. His tactics

a) Towards unbelievers.

i) to blind them regarding the gospel. (2 Corinthians 4:3, 4, 2 Thessalonians 2:9, 10)

b) Towards believers.

i) Satan seeks to hinder our growth and witness. (1 Peter 5:8)

ii) Satan will mislead into false doctrine and legalism. (1 Timothy 5:14-15)

iii) He persuades believers to ignore the will of God through disobedience (Genesis  2:17, James 4:7-8)

iv) Satan often attacks our assurance of salvation so that we doubt God.

v) Worry (1 Peter 5, 7-9)

vi) Fear of death. (Hebrews 2:14-15)

vii) He accuses believers of sin both to God and to the believer (using guilt). (Revelation 12:9-10, Job 1:6-11

viii) He takes our focus off Christ by getting eyes on self (1 Corinthians 1:10-11), on people (1 Corinthians 1:12), on things (Hebrews 13:5-6)

ix) When we don't allow the Holy Spirit to control our lives, we open ourselves up to Satanic attack. (1 Corinthians 7:5, 2 Corinthians 2:11, 1 Timothy 5:14-15)

x) The Lord will allow Satan to attack a believer as discipline for unconfessed sin. (1 Timothy 1:20 cf 2 Corinthians 12:7)

xi) Satan cannot indwell or possess a believer, only beguile them. (Galatians 3:1)

c) Towards the world in general.

i) The World - Satan tries to deceive the nations. (Revelation 20:71 0)

CONCLUSION – VERSES 12-13
12 Having many things to write unto you, I would not write with paper and ink: but I trust to come unto you, and speak face to face, that our joy may be full.  13 The children of thy elect sister greet thee. Amen.
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ANALYSIS

VERSE 12  Having many things to write unto you, I would not write with paper and ink: but I trust to come unto you, and speak face to face, that our joy may be full.
John has much to say to these people but found it a matter of some urgency to redress this mistaken idea on hospitality and so committed this urgent matter to paper and ink.  All else has either been covered in his gospel and in his 1st epistle, or can wait until he is able to share in a face-to-face ministry of teaching and fellowship.

VERSE 13 - The children of thy elect sister greet thee. Amen.
The brethren from John’s own church sent their greetings to this church, the Elect Lady and her children.

It is of great importance that there is a demonstration of the brotherhood of believers as it is by our love for the brethren we will be known as disciples of Christ.

DOCTRINES 

BROTHERHOOD OF BELIEVERS

1. All believers are referred to as brothers (gk adelphos), the Greek word used indicating family relationship with both male and female included. As members of the same family who will rule throughout all eternity together it is of the greatest importance to have a special attitude towards our fellow believers. (1 Peter 2:5, 9-10, Revelation 5:10)

2. This attitude should be one of agape love or caring for the ultimate well being of others. (1 Peter 2:17, 3:8, 1 John 3:23, 4:12)

3. We are our brothers keepers, not by way of interference but by being active and alert for their good. (Genesis 4:9 cf James 5:20, 2 Thessalonians 3:15)

4. Because of family closeness there is a danger that one member may lead another astray, so discipline is required. (1 Corinthians 5:11)

5. In our family there must be a readiness to forgive. (Matthew 18:21)

6. The world has its own brotherhood of evil and sin. (John 15:19)

7. The soul and fruit of a person shows the family to which they belong. (Matthew 12:33)

8. All of us were born into Adam's family. (1 Corinthians 15:22)

9. We either stay there in sin or become a member of the Lord's family. (John 8:42-44)

AMEN

1. Amen means "so be it" or "I believe it".

2. It is used in three ways:

a) By the hearer to indicate that we agree with what has been said. (Numbers 5:22; Deuteronomy 27:12-26; Revelation. 5:14; 22:20.)

b) Used in prayer to signify that we believe our prayers will be heard and answered by God.(Psalm 41:13; Jer 28:6).  This is the meaning of the "amen" at the end of a prayer by one who leads in prayer, or by the congregation (1 Chronicles 16:36; Nehemiah 8:6; 1 Corinthians 14:16.)

c) Amen is used in (Revelation 3:14) as a name for our Lord Jesus Christ, as our security for this life and the guarantee that our life hereafter rests in Him (2 Corinthians 1:20).

THE THIRD EPISTLE OF JOHN

THE PURPOSE OF THIS LETTER:

John writes to encourage Gaius with this commendation; a commendation arrived at from the good report by others who testified of this man’s life and personal ministry.  The Apostles were never negligent in their praise, and such approval is often needed to confirm an individual in his way of life and ministry.

John’s other purpose in this and in all his letters was to awaken people to the problems of false teaching and how to deal with it.  He writes only truth himself, for he was witness to the Truth (1 John 1:1-2), and it is my means of that written truth that Christians throughout the ages are able to negate the errors of false teaching.  

False teaching is always the result of the arrogance of man, and such men must be dealt with.  In 2 John these men were to be given no support and ones home and hospitality were to be kept from them.  In this letter John condemns and rebukes the arrogance of such a man, already a member of the church.

THE ABSENCE OF TRUE LOVE:

The false teaching in this letter is revealed by the example set by Diotrephes, and is obviously a philosophy that precludes and rejects love for the brethren.  

Diotrephes may have had some emotional attachment to those of his own congregation, but his attitude to John and to the brethren shows an exclusiveness that is at variance with the truth and in reality proves a lack of true agapē love. 

One can only surmise as to the rationale for this exclusiveness, but ignorance or rejection of the truth and pride and self-righteousness would have to be the cause.

THE EMPHASIS OF THIS LETTER:

Found in the words and phrases; beloved, well-beloved, prosper, rejoice, truth, the truth; in truth, receive; receive not, charity, loveth to have the pre-eminence, malicious words, follow not that which is evil, good

GREETINGS - VERSES 1-2

1  The elder unto the well beloved Gaius, whom I love in the truth. 2  Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in  health, even as thy soul prospereth.
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ANALYSIS

VERSE 1 The elder unto the wellbeloved Gaius, whom I love in the truth”.

Again, as in 2nd John, the author uses the term ‘the elder’, a repetition, which adds emphasis to his standing in the churches generally.  

Even if this word ‘elder’, the Greek presbuteros, is used in its basic meaning; (elderly); older; as noun, a senior; elder, old; the definite article before it, gives it authority.  

John writes to the much-loved Gaius; a man with a common enough name, but one who from the reports recorded in this letter, had a nature of gladness and rejoicing suited to the meaning of his name.  

There are three other men of that name mentioned in the New Testament, those three are Christians acquainted with the Apostle Paul and mentioned in Acts 19:29; Acts 20:4; Rom. 16:23 & 1 Corinthians 1:14.

This Gaius was a man of generous spirit, for he offered hospitality to the brethren of his church and to those who came through his city.  If he was still part of the church where Diotrephes held sway, it would show resilience and a certain amount of support from, and influence among, the brethren of that church. 

Four times John mentions his love for this man, and it is for Gaius’ own, as well as the truth’s sake that he is so loved.  His strength of character, displayed in his continuing hospitality in face of opposition, revealed an adherence to the truth, which John would have delighted in.  

Such a character deserved the respect, admiration and affection of his brethren and John communicates that admiration in the repetition of the expression, beloved. 

VERSE 2 - “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.”

John wishes; or rather he had a prayerful desire for Gaius’ health and material prosperity to be in as good a shape as was his inner being, his walk in the truth.  

There is a stress in the words ‘above all things’ that makes it seem likely that this man did not enjoy either prosperity or good health, and John, seeing this man’s expenditure of both his material assets and his energy in the care for the brethren, desired of God to ease that burden by the giving of both health and prosperity.  

The phrase ‘above all things’ could be around, beyond or through all things, but regardless of which, health and material prosperity, on a par with his spiritual blessing is John’s petition for this man.

DOCTRINE

Extract from - CHURCH GOVERNMENT

PASTORS / ELDERS

1. Acts 20:17,28 shows that the elder/pastor/bishop/overseer are the same.  Each word simply emphasizes a different role.

2. Greek words used of the pastoral role and responsibility. 

a) Presbuteros (elder) - the authority in the church (cf the elders were the wise judges who sat at the gates of ancient cities). Acts 20:17

b) Poimenos didaskalos (pastor-teacher) - the shepherd, to feed the flock and protect them. Jeremiah 3:15

c) Episkopos (bishop/overseer) - the leader/overseer of the church. Acts 20:28, 1 Tim 3:2; Titus 1:7

d) Diakonos (servant/minister) - the servant in humility.

3. It is therefore concluded that an elder is a pastor holding the office of bishop, overseer or shepherd in the Church.  They deal with spiritual matters within the church, shepherding, feeding and protecting the flock.

4. An elder should have the spiritual gift of Pastor/Teacher or Evangelist.

5. Function

a) To rule. (1 Tim 3:4,5; 1 Tim 5:17) - the pastor/elders in a church are the authority in the church, under God.

b) To guard the body of revealed truth from error and perversion. (Titus 1:9).

c) To oversee the Church as a shepherd of his flock. (Acts 20:28; John 21:16; Heb 13:17; 1 Peter 5:1-3).

d) Elders are given to the church by the Holy Spirit (Acts 20:28).

e) Great stress is laid upon their due appointment. (Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5)

f) At first they were ordained by an apostle. (Acts 14:23)

g) Later Church guidance was required in such appointments. (Titus 1:5; 1 Tim 3:1-7)

6. Qualifications (1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1)

a) blameless - you will be blamed for many things - make sure they are not true. You must deal with sin in your life.

b) be the husband of one wife or a one-woman man (ie faithful, not lusting after other women) - v 11  He may have been legitimately divorced according to scripture.

c) be vigilant -  clear headed or cool

d) be sober - has self control

e) be of good behaviour - orderly and well co ordinated, respectable

f) be hospitable - always ready to invite people into your home 

g) be keen to teach - keen to share the Word of God with them.

h) not given to wine - he should not be addicted to alcohol.

i) not be a striker - he must not be a hot head

j) must not be greedy of filthy lucre - he must not be greedy for money.

k) must not be a contentious arguer

l) must not be covetous -

m) if married, his wife and children must be dignified and under control.

n) not a new convert.  Train candidates for ministry as deacons, in Sunday Schools and youth groups before appointing them.

o) he must have a good witness to the unbelieving world.

7. The appointment of pastors is described in (1 Corinthians 12:28; Eph 4:11).

8. The gift of pastor-teacher is given to men only - it is not the role of the woman to teach or exercise authority over men in the church  1 Timothy 2:12, 1 Corinthians 14:34-35.

9. Pastoral authority is not a cause for boasting, it is based on service with all humility John 13:5 -17 2 Corinthians 10:8,  Galatians 6:3-5.  The pastor's authority is to teach the Word of God so that all will see the truth clearly.

10. Age is not a barrier  1 Timothy 4:9-12.

11. If the pastor does not fulfil his responsibilities

a) He is to be warned, then rebuked by the elders if he continues.  Titus 2:15, 2 Corinthians 13:10,  2 Timothy 4:2.

b) The Lord will discipline him. 1 Timothy 6:3-5, James  5:19-20.

12. The reward of the pastor. (Heb 6:10; 1 Peter 5:4).

13. Key verses for the pastoral role  1 Peter 5:4, Ephesians 3:7-13,  1 Timothy 2:24-26, 3:1-9, Colossians 1:23-29, Titus 1:6-9, 1 Thessalonians 2:19, 20, Hebrews 13:7, 17, 6:10.

BLESSING

1. Scripture views blessing as a sense of "peace and happiness".

2. Peace means contentment, tranquillity and spiritual prosperity in life. Paul uses this prayer as a greeting in many of his letters. (Galatians 1:3).  It is similar to the Hebrew greeting, Shalom, which implies peace and prosperity.

3. Blessing comes by giving God and His righteousness first place (Matthew 6:31-34)

4. Having eyes on material possessions is a foolish thing. (Matthew 6:21 cf James 5:1-6)

5. Godliness and contentment are God's will for your life, irrespective of wealth or possessions (1 Timothy 6:6-12)

6. Our intimate relationship with Jesus Christ is our treasure (2 Corinthians 4:6-7).

7. We have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in Christ - we share everything that He is (Ephesians 1:3)

8. God often uses material blessings to accompany spiritual blessing (3 John 2).  However, we are to be content in all circumstances (Philippians 4:11-13)

9. Blessings from God include such things as:

a) Peace (Psalm 29:11)

b) Comfort (Matthew 5:4)

c) Riches (Proverbs 10:22)

d) Rain (Ezekiel 34:26)

10. The believers who enjoy God's blessings are:

a) Righteous (Psalm 5:12)

b) Just (Proverbs 3:33)

c) Faithful (Proverbs 28:20)

d) Pure in heart (Psalm 24:4,5)

11. God's blessings are secured by:

a) Delighting in His Word (Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:1 -3)

b) Obeying the Word (Deuteronomy 28:1,2; James 1:25)

c) Teaching from the Word (Psalm 94:12; Hebrews 12:5-11)

d) Kindness to Jews (Genesis 12:3; Psalm 122:6).

e) Generosity (Proverbs 11:26; Malachi 3:10)

f) Walking in God's way (Psalm 128:1-4)

g) Prayer (James 5:16).

12. There are blessings in the book of the Revelation for those who

a) those who heed the words of the book - 1:3, 22:7

b) those who die in the Lord - 14:13

c) those who are alert in the Tribulation regarding the Second Advent  16:15

d) those who attend the marriage supper of the Lamb - 19:9

e) those who are part of the first resurrection - 20:6

f) those who as believers will have eternal blessings in heaven. - 22:14 

THANKSGIVING – VERSES 3-4
3.For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and testified of the  truth that is in thee, even as thou walkest in the truth.  4  I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.
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ANALYSIS

3  “For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and testified of the truth that is in thee, even as thou walkest in the truth.”

The brethren may have been any number of people; itinerant missionaries travelling from church to church; from Gaius’ own assembly, but were more probably John’s emissaries who took the letter mentioned in vs.9, and had been rejected by the church under the influence of Diotrephes.  (Because one man cannot wield such influence without willing, or even reluctant support, John’s coming condemnation must be directed at the church as well, for not taking a stand against what he later describes as malicious and evil deeds.)  

The brethren, having tasted of Gaius’ hospitality, and having fellowshipped with him in the word, were able to testify, not only to his actions but also to his doctrinal stand. 

In 2 John 1:9, John speaks of the doctrine of Christ.  The word doctrine didache, instruction (the act or the matter), in context, the instruction is in the things pertaining to Christ. 

In 1 John 1:1-5, John talks of Christ being the Word of life; he talks of his (and others) declaration of that word so that believers might have fellowship with them and with the Father and the Son.  

This declaration of the Word of life (1 John 1:1-5), the apostle’s doctrine of Acts 2:42, and the doctrine of Christ in 2 John 1:9-10, are all one and the same and are vital for the fellowship of the saints.  

The depth of Christian fellowship is in correlation to the depth of knowledge and agreement in the doctrine of Christ found in the Word of life, and these brethren enjoyed a mutual understanding of that word with Gaius.  It is of this agreement that they testified to John and the church. 

VERSE 4 -  “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.” 

John’s response is one of great joy and is a happiness that can only be understood by those who know Christ Jesus as Saviour.  

John speaks of Gaius as being one of his children, perhaps Gaius was converted under John’s ministry and John considers him, as did Paul of the Corinthian believers, as being “my beloved son(s) for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel” (1 Corinthians. 4:14-15). 

There is no greater joy than that which a Christian parent experiences, when he/she hears of their child becoming a believer in Christ.  It is only matched by the joy of knowing they love the truth and live their lives guided by the principles of that truth.     

DOCTRINES

REGENERATION

1. General Scripture - (John 3:5-8) 'Ye must be born again' (v7). You are born of the Spirit. (v8) We then become new creatures in Christ.

2. Natural man cannot understand spiritual phenomenon (1 Corinthians 2:14). He lacks the ability to enter the Kingdom of God. (John 3:5). They are unable to please God. (Romans 8:7, 8)

3. New birth is a creation of the Holy Spirit. (John 1:12, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Ephesians 2:10, 4:24). Through the Holy Spirit we become aware that we are joint heirs with Christ. (Romans 8:16, 17)

4. The requirement for the new birth is belief on Christ, that He is crucified and risen. (John 1:12, 3:16-18,36). New birth occurs at the instant of belief.

5. Through new birth (Regeneration) the believer lives in Christ, and Christ in the believer. (Galatians 2:20, Ephesians 2:10, 4:24, 1 Peter 1:23-25, 1 John 5:10-12).

6. Once you are born you cannot be unborn.

HAPPINESS

1. This is the state of well being in the soul when the person is content in whatever situation they find themselves.

2. True happiness is unrelated to the circumstances of life.  Philippians 4:11, 12, Hebrews 13:5, 6.  

3. The Lord has promised to provide everything we NEED.  2 Corinthians 9:8.

4. Even in pain and persecution the truly mature believer can be happy. 1 Peter 3:14,  4:14, Psalms 146:5,  Proverbs 16:20,  28:14.

5. The more we know God the more truly happy we will be in this life Psalms 43:4,  1 Timothy 6:15, 16.

6. Many consider that great wealth, position or education will ensure happiness.  King Solomon searched for happiness in all of these things, and concluded that true happiness can only be found in God.

a) EXPERIMENT 1 - EDUCATION (Ecclesiastes 1:12-18)

i) Solomon introduces himself as the king and states that he undertook many educational courses. By hard study he attains a high standard in all his subjects but finds, with improved vocabulary, he is able to explain more to others how sad he is.

ii) Solomon's conclusion on education - "All vanity and vexation of spirit" (v 14). Education does not produce happiness.

b) EXPERIMENT 2 - PLEASURE (Ecclesiastes 2:1 -11)

i) Having spent time with study, Solomon decides to relax and pursue pleasure. He seeks pleasure in laughter (v 2), wine (v 3), great buildings (vs 4-6), servants (vs 7-9).

ii) Solomon's conclusion:  "All vanity and vexation of spirit" (v 11). Pleasure does not produce happiness.

c) EXPERIMENT 3 - A POSTERITY (Ecclesiastes 2:12-26)

i) Solomon reflects that when his time came he would die just as the foolish man. When that day came, unless he had a number of children, he would be forgotten, together with his works. Solomon becomes depressed. He is sleepless at night and comes to the conclusion that one should eat, drink and be merry to eke out a little happiness.

ii) Solomon's conclusion:  "all vanity and vexation of spirit" (v 26). Posterity does not produce happiness.

d) EXPERIMENT 4 - PHILOSOPHY (Ecclesiastes 3:1-22)

i) Solomon, in his philosophy, starts with facts and degenerates through rationalism to agnosticism.

ii) He commences with looking at man in time. God's eternal existence, provision and future judgment of the world is given. (vs 13-15). By (v 19) however, Solomon has degenerated to common origin evolution that man is just another member of the animal kingdom and his future destiny is exactly the same as the animals (v 20).

iii) He arrives at agnosticism (v 21) and finally humanism (v 22) where he "perceives [that there is nothing better than a man should rejoice in his own works".

iv) Solomon concludes this in (Chapter 4) with "This also is vanity and vexation of spirit." Philosophy does not produce happiness.

e) EXPERIMENT 5 - MONEY (Ecclesiastes 5:10-16)

i) Solomon who was one of the richest people who ever lived, soon concludes that money or wealth does not bring happiness. He finds that wealth does not satisfy (v 10), you support more and more people (v 11), you do not sleep well at night (v 12). When you die you cannot take your wealth with you (v 15).

ii) Solomon concluded money does not produce happiness.

f) EXPERIMENT 6 - A GOOD REPUTATION (Ecclesiastes 7:1-15)

i) With the forming of a good reputation over a long period of time, it is necessary to act in a sober, serious way (vs 2-5) rather than in a light-hearted, flippant way. By (v 15) however, Solomon has found that a good reputation does not ensure success or happiness.

ii) Solomon concluded a good reputation does not produce happiness.

g) EXPERIMENT 7 - MORALITY (Ecclesiastes 8:9-15)

i) Solomon observes that whilst the wicked will be punished in life many times, the wicked succeed and prosper to the human eye whilst the moral do not. He believes this is not fair (v 14) and as a consequence, returns to his solution of eating, drinking and making merry.

ii) Solomon concludes that morality does not produce happiness.

7. THE TRUE SOURCE OF HAPPINESS (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14)

Having examined a whole range of ways which the world believes will make you happy, Solomon concludes:  "Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work into judgment with every secret thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil. " In this, Solomon is reflecting the principle of (Joshua 1:8).

COMMENDATION – VERSES 5-6
5  Beloved, thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to the  brethren, and to strangers;  6  Which have borne witness of thy charity before the church: whom if thou bring forward on their journey after a godly sort, thou shalt do well:

KEY WORDS
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ANALYSIS

VERSE 5 - “Beloved, thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to the brethren, and to strangers;”

The hospitality Gaius extended to the brethren of his own church, and to brethren who were strangers, was an act of faith and was faithfully and consistently carried out.  It was for this hospitality that he was commended.  

In such behaviour the Christian displays love for Christ insomuch as the brethren are members of the body of Christ, the Church (1 Corinthians. 12:27). 

VERSE 6 - “Which have borne witness of thy charity before the church: whom if thou bring forward on their journey after a godly sort, thou shalt do well:” 

The brethren, on their return, gave a report of their journey to the church, a report that included the behaviour of Diotrephes and their reception by Gaius.  

It is from this verse we see a little of the workings of the early church and find it comparable to such verbal reports of missionary workers today.  

The phrase if thou bring forward, in the KJV, seems to indicate a future possibility, but the testimony of the brethren assures us that it has occurred; therefore John must be encouraging Gaius to continue in the same manner.  

To bring forward, propempo, is to send forward, to escort or aid in travel: (or to accompany).  

The manner in which such assistance is given must be ‘axios tou Theos’ or, appropriate to God, as becometh God; after a godly sort; worthily of God (Strong’s); that is, in accordance with truth and in love.  

To assist the brethren in this way is to do well.  

DOCTRINE

WORKS
1. Anything we can do in our own strength (human good) is unacceptable to God (Isaiah 64:6, Romans 8:8)

2. Only those things we do in the power of the Holy Spirit (divine good) are acceptable to God, since it is God Himself who produces the work in us (Ephesians 2:10)

3. When a believer produces human good he imitates an unbeliever. (Galatians 5:19-21, 1 John 2:11, 3:4)

4. When a believer produces divine good he imitates Jesus Christ. (Ephesians 5:1-2)

5. Human good is

a) Identified as dead works (Hebrews 6:1) of God.

b) Cannot save mankind. (Titus 3:5)

c) Is condemned by God. (1 Corinthians 3:11-16; Ecclesiastes 12:14)

d) Is the basis of indictment at the Last Judgment. (Revelation 20:11-15)

e) Has no place in the plan of God. (2 Timothy 1:9)

f) Is destroyed at the Judgment Seat of Christ. (1 Corinthians 3:11-15)

6. Divine good is the basis of rewards (1 Corinthians 3:11-15)

7. God is satisfied with His own work in four general areas.

a) IN SALVATION

God approves of what God has done in the form of Jesus Christ. God the Father is propitiated by the work of God the Son on the cross. To be saved is to believe or trust on God the Son (Acts 16:31). Belief has no human merit, all the merit is in the work of Jesus Christ. God does not approve of human good. (Isaiah 64:6).

b) IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

God approves of the works , done under the filling of the Holy Spirit. Spirituality depends on who and what the Spirit is. The way to the filling of the Holy Spirit is confession of sins (1 John 1:9). Confession has no human merit. The Holy Spirit also provides at least one spiritual gift to each believer at salvation. (1 Corinthians 12:8-11).

c) IN THE WORD OF GOD

The word of God is inspired by the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20,21). It is the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16). The Holy Spirit makes the Word of God effective in our lives.

d) IN ETERNITY

In eternity human works are removed. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15).Go(1 Provides us with a new body (1 Corinthians 15:51-3). God provides us with an incorruptible inheritance (1 Peter 1:3-5). God provides everything for our eternal future. (1 Thessalonians 4:17-18). God approves of His provision.

EXHORTATION – VERSES 7-8
7  Because that for his name's sake they went forth, taking nothing  of the Gentiles.  8  We therefore ought to receive such, that we might be fellowhelpers  to the truth.

KEY WORDS
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ANALYSIS

VERSE 7-8   “Because that for his name’s sake they went forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles. 8   We therefore ought to receive such, that we might be fellow helpers to the truth.”

It is because these men have gone forth, because they have left the security of home and friends for his name’s sake, and determined to do so without asking anything of the Gentiles, that the brethren must step in and help.  

Because it is for the sake of the gospel of Christ, and because we are all commanded to go into the world and preach the gospel (Mark 16:15); by giving the necessary assistance to those who are able, we who are not, share in that great commission.     

In regard to being a burden to the Gentiles, it is essential to notice that though our Lord tells his disciples “the labourer is worthy of his hire” (Luke 10:7), it is also true that the disciples lodged in the homes of those who accepted their message.  

The Apostle Paul also would not take from unbelievers lest he hinder the gospel of Christ (1 Corinthians. 9:12-15, 18).  These are rules of missionary engagement, set down by the apostles and it is the responsibility of the brethren to meet the hire of the labourer.  

DOCTRINES

EVANGELISM

1. All believers are ambassadors for Christ, and are obliged to give the give the gospel to unbelievers. (Acts 1:8, 2 Timothy 4:5)

2. Two forms of witnessing - with the lips (2 Corinthians 5:18-21 and by the life (2 Corinthians 3:3)

3. The gospel is "good news".

4. Sin is not an issue.  Jesus died for all sin on the cross.  The penalty has been paid.  The issue now is "Do you trust that Jesus Christ has died for your sins, and was raised from the dead to give life to all who believe on Him?"  People choose to either rely upon Jesus Christ, or upon their own good works, to be saved. (Romans 8:1, 9-30-33)

5. What about the heathen who haven't heard?

a) God is totally fair, and everyone has the chance to be saved

b) Unlimited Atonement (Colossians 2:14,15)

c) God's will - none should perish (2 Peter 3:9)

d) Man's negative will - God consciousness - Gospel hearing.

6. Witnessing is impossible except through the power of the Holy Spirit. (John 16:8-13)  The Holy Spirit convicts of

a) Sin because of unbelief.

b) Righteousness.

c) Judgment because of Satan being judged (Matthew 25:41)

7. The natural man needs the Holy Spirit to understand the gospel (1 Corinthians 2:14)  

8. The Bible is the weapon of witnessing. (1 Corinthians 15:3, 4)

9. Biblical Pattern of Witnessing. (1 Thessalonians 2:1-12)

a) Effective contact (v.1 )

b) The gospel must be given even under opposition. (v.2)

c) The gospel must never be compromised or watered down - (v.3)

d) The believer in whom the gospel is deposited is tested by God and should not be for the praise of man. (v.4)

e) Flattery should never be part of the gospel. (v.5-6)

f) Whilst the gospel should not be given to get praise from men it should be given in love without cost (v9)

g) The gospel must be followed up (v 10) with discipleship and teaching (v11) so that the new believer can become spiritually self reliant. (v.10-12)

10. Your obligation to witness (Romans 1:14-16):  you are a debtor (v14), you are ready (v15), you are not ashamed (v16)

11. Win souls, not arguments.  Stay on the gospel, don't get side-tracked.

12. We are fishers of men  Matthew 4:19

a) Fishermen need to be equipped to fish. You need to be walking in the Spirit and you need to know the gospel.

b) Fishermen go to where the fish are. You must be in contact with unbelievers so that you can witness to them.

c) Fishermen are patient. Allow for the conviction and preparation of the Holy Spirit in the life of the unbeliever.

d) Fishermen know what bait to use for different fish.  You have to be flexible and know how to approach different personalities.

e) Fishermen concentrate on fish and not the fishpond.  Our primary concern is saving people - the evil in the world will continue to exist.

GIVING

1. Giving is an important part of spiritual life. It includes your attitude, the giving of yourself, your capacity as well as your possessions. Giving is as much a part of worship as praying, singing, listening to teaching, observing the Lord's Table, reading the Word.

2. Basic Principles of Giving

a) Old Testament Giving - this giving was a freewill offering. (Proverbs 11:24,25)

b) New Testament Giving - also a freewill offering. (2 Corinthians 9:7)

c) Tithing (meaning "ten percent") - was a form of income tax for all Jews.

d) The time to give - the first day of the week, Sunday. (1 Corinthians 16:2)

e) How much - as God has prospered (1 Corinthians 16:2)

3. General Scripture on Giving. (2 Corinthians chapters 8 & 9)

a) 2 Corinthians 8:1-8. Contrasts the Macedonian givers to the Corinthian givers, the former having been made poor by Roman oppression gave liberally. The Corinthians, the richest Church in Greece, gave sparingly.

b) Giving is an attitude of grace and inner happiness rather than the amount donated (2 Corinthians 8:2)

c) Before money is given you must give yourself - a surrendered life to God. (2 Corinthians 8:5)

d) Giving is as important an act as any other act in the fellowship. (2 Corinthians 8:7)

e) Giving is love giving not law giving (2 Corinthians 8:8)

f) Giving is a response to grace, the prime example being the gift of the Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians 8:9)

g) Money given in the Lord's service must be properly administered. (2 Corinthians 8:19-21)

h) If you give in grace you reap bountifully, if you give with a wrong attitude you reap sparingly (2 Corinthians 9:6)

i) Giving is a reflection of your character. (2 Corinthians 9:7)

j) God has given unto us his indescribable Gift. (2 Corinthians 9:15)

4. Giving to the work of the Lord

a) There are five reasons for giving to the work of the Lord.

b) That God's work might be supported. (1 Timothy 5:17-18)

c) That God might be glorified. (2 Corinthians 9:12)

d) That needy saints might be provided for. (Acts 2:44-45, 11:29)

e) That other Christians might be challenged. (2 Corinthians 9:2)

f) That the giver's life might be blessed. (2 Corinthians 9:6)

5. Giving alms to the poor:

a) In the Bible, almsgiving means giving to the poor.

b) The Pharisees distorted the principle of giving by making a public display. The Lord Jesus rejected this pride. (Matt 6:1-4).

c) When we give aims we have to do it in secret, so that we honour God and not ourselves. (Matt 6:1-4).

d) The giving of alms to the poor is encouraged. (Luke 12:33; Acts 10:2,4,31) and will be rewarded (Matt 6:1-4).

6. Tithes:  There were three tithes in Israel:

a) Tithe 1 - Annually for the maintenance of the Levites (Numbers 18:21,24).  The Levites were equivalent to "civil servants" in a theocratic nation.

b) Tithe 2 - Annually for national feasts and sacrifices (Deuteronomy 14:22-26)

c) Tithe 3 - Every third year a third tithe was required for the poor of the land. (Deuteronomy 14:28-29).  Equivalent to "social security".

d) In (Malachi 3:8-10) it mentions tithes and offerings, the tithes to be brought to the storehouse or treasury.  Offerings were freewill gifts in addition to tithes.

CONDEMNATION – VERSES 9-10

9 I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the pre-eminence among them, receiveth us not.  10  Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church.
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ANALYSIS

VERSE 9 - “I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the pre-eminence among them, receiveth us not.”

The contents of John’s letter to this church is unknown, yet in the context of this epistle, with its call to Gaius to continue his assistance to the brethren in their missionary work, it seems likely that it contained a similar request; a call for help in the evangelising of the Gentiles.  

John had written to the church expecting them to accept his request by receiving the brethren in fellowship and in mutual obligation to the gospel.  

As ‘the elder’ and an apostle of our Lord, John had reason to expect their compliance, and his anger toward Diotrephes would have been on the grounds of, 

(1.) Insubordination to his Apostolic and therefore Christ given authority and 

(2.) His non-compliance to the new commandment of ‘loving one another’ (John 13:34), and to taking the gospel to every creature (Mark 16:15).   

Diotrephes (and the church because of their deference to Diotrephes’ autocratic rule) were in contempt of Christ’s delegated authority and in flagrant violation of his commands, and well deserving of rebuke.

Who Diotrephes was we do not know, but it is obvious that his arrogance was of such a nature as to dominate those whom John had had reason to suppose were amenable to his request.  

Such ‘important’ events as a letter of recommendation from the old apostle and a visit by his emissaries endangered this man’s interests and pre-eminence, and he refused to receive them or have them received by the church.  

His rejection of these men, who had gone forth for His (Christ’s) name’s sake, proved that status was more important to him than the winning of souls.

VERSE 10 -  “Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church.”

As Christ’s apostle, this letter to Gaius should be sufficient to put Diotrephes and his supporters in their place, therefore a personal visit by John may not be necessary.  

If however John feels such a visit is necessary he will hold Diotrephes responsible for his actions and for his prating: - This is the Greek phluareo - floo-ar-eh'-o; to be a babbler or trifler, that is, (by implication) to berate idly or mischievously: —prate against, (Strong’s).   

The phrase prating against us reveals a rejection, not of John but of the authority invested in the office of apostleship. 

The ‘us’ may include the brethren but all such criticism of truth is ultimately aimed at Christ and his authority. 

This criticism, made with malicious ponēros; hurtful, that is, evil words, shows a complete rejection of John’s apostleship, and subsequently of Christ who chose John for that task.  

A man of such deliberate and hateful behaviour toward Christ’s apostle would not welcome his emissaries, and would find it easy to forbid others from doing so under pain of being driven out of the church.  It seems that this had already occurred and it is possible Gaius himself had been a victim of this man’s power lust. 

DOCTRINES

APOSTASY  [See page 21 above]
SUBMISSION

1. This means to humble oneself in willing service to another, with the connotation that it is for your good (Genesis 16:9, 1 Peter 5:6, Hebrews 13:17).

2. We must fully surrender ourselves to God. James 4:7, Romans 12:1-2  As the Lord made himself obedient unto death so must we (Philippians 2:18).

3. We are, in Christ to submit ourselves each to the other within the church.  This involves putting the spiritual needs of others ahead of any personal interests (Ephesians 5:21).

4. Within the church believers are to submit to the teaching authority of the pastor as he preaches from the Word (Hebrews 13:17, 1 Corinthians 16:6, 1 Peter 5:5).

5. A wife is to submit herself to her own husband within their marriage.  This involves respect for him as her spiritual leader and protector (Ephesians 5:22, Colossians 3:18, Titus 2:4 –5). 

6. Children also are to submit in love to their parents' authority under God (Colossians 3:20).

7. All believers are to be in submission to the laws of their land, unless those laws violate the clear command of God (Romans 13:1, 2, Matthew 22:21, 1 Peter 2:13-17, exception example, Acts 4:15-20, 5:40-42).

8. Workers are to be under authority of their employers and their managers (Colossians 3:22-25, Ephesians 6:5-8, Titus 2:9, 10,  1 Peter 2:18-24).

9. Those in authority have a special responsibility to treat those under them with care and respect (Colossians 4:1).

RECOMMENDATION – VERSES 11-12
11 Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. He  that doeth good is of God: but he that doeth evil hath not seen God.  12  Demetrius hath good report of all men, and of the truth itself:  yea, and we also bear record; and ye know that our record is true.

KEY WORDS

	Beloved
	Agapetos
	Well beloved

	Follow not
	Mimeomai
	To follow out [Present Middle Imperative]

	Is Evil
	Kakpoieo
	To do evil [Present Active Participle]

	Doeth Good
	Agathopoieo
	To do good [Present Active Participle]

	God
	Theos
	God

	Hath Not Seen
	Horao
	To see, Discern, Take heed  [Perfect Active Indicative]

	Good Report
	Martureo
	To testify, Bear witness [Perfect Passive Indicative]

	Truth
	Aletheia
	Truth

	Bear Record
	Martureo
	To testify, Bear witness [Present Active Indicative]

	Know
	Oida
	To see, Known

	Is
	Eimi
	To be [Present Active Indicative]

	True
	Alethes
	True


ANALYSIS

VERSE 11 –  “Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that doeth good is of God: but he that doeth evil hath not seen God.”

With this verse coming hard on the heels of his condemnation of Diotrephes, it is certain the evil of that man was the example in John’s mind when he penned these words.  

Diotrephes was not just a sinner but a doer of evil and such evil behaviour must place strain on any claim Diotrephes had to being a believer.  Jesus’ words, “he that has seen me has seen the Father” coupled with these words of John would make it unlikely that such an evil man could comprehend Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living God.

This may be a harsh interpretation of John’s words, but we do know from 1 John 2:18, that many anti-Christs had arisen, and our Lord told us that “by their fruits we shall know them” Matthew 7:15-16.  

We are not to judge of ourselves, for all judgment is in the hands of the Son of God (John 5:22), but we are to evaluate people and situations to see whether they are of God (1 John 4:1), and must use the Word of truth as our standard of evaluation.  If we use that Word of truth, we are in effect allowing Christ to make the judgments and will continue, even in making our evaluations, to abide in truth.

John’s own evaluations were according to that truth and for all his strong stand against evil and heresy, would have loved them in truth if there was repentance on the part of the perpetrators.  

This exhortation to Gaius not to follow or imitate evil, suggests that Gaius was still part of the church and perhaps in danger of being seduced by those who had the pre-eminence there.  

VERSE 12  “Demetrius hath good report of all men, and of the truth itself: yea, and we also bear record; and ye know that our record is true.”

From the sequence of these verses, it almost seems as though John is here recommending Gaius to disassociate himself from Diotrephes and those who had aligned themselves with him, and join with Demetrius who was not only well-regarded by his acquaintances, but was esteemed by John himself.  

The phrase “and of the truth itself” indicates knowledge of this man’s doctrinal stand, a stand that was obviously compatible with John’s. 

John was therefore well able to recommend him to Gaius.

DOCTRINES

SANCTIFICATION  [See page 10 above]

SEPARATION

1. Believers are instructed to be separated from habitually carnal believers. (1 Corinthians 5:10, 11

2. Separation is ordered from apostate religious organisations. (2 Corinthians 6:17)

3. Separation is commanded from unbelievers where scripture is compromised by the relationship or marriage, business partners. (2 Corinthians 6:14 ff)

4. Separation is commanded from the human viewpoint. (Romans 12:2, Romans 16:17, 18)

5. Separation is commanded from pseudo spirituality. (Romans 16:17, 18)

6. Separation is commanded from those who seek pleasure in fast living - pursuit of parties, immoral situations. (1 Peter 4:4)

7. Separation is commanded from other believers who reject Bible doctrine. (2 Thessalonians 3:14, 15)

SALUTATION – VERSES 13-14
13  I had many things to write, but I will not with ink and pen write unto thee: 14  But I trust I shall shortly see thee, and we shall speak face to  face. Peace be to thee. Our friends salute thee. Greet the friends by name.

KEY WORDS

	Had
	Echo
	To have and to hold [imperfect Active Indicative]

	Many
	Polus
	Much, Many 

	Write
	Grapho
	To write, Inscribe [Present Active Infinitive]

	Will not
	Thelo
	Desire [not] [Present Active Indicative]

	Ink
	Melan
	Ink

	Pen
	Kalamos
	A pen, Reed

	Trust
	Elpizo
	To hope [Present Active Indicative]

	Shortly 
	Eutheos
	Straightly

	See
	Eidon
	To Know, Be acquainted [Aorist Active Infinitive]

	Speak
	Laleo
	To speak, Tell, Talk [Future Active Indicative]

	Face to Face
	Stoma pros Stoma
	Mouth to Mouth

	Peace
	Eirene
	Peace Unity, Concord

	Friends
	Philos
	Friend

	Salute
	Aspazomai
	Greet [Present Middle Indicative]

	Greet
	Aspazomai
	Greet, Embrace [Present Middle Imperative]

	Name
	Onoma
	Name


ANALYSIS

VERSE 13 - “I had many things to write, but I will not with ink and pen write unto thee:

As in his letter to the elect lady, John wrote this epistle to address a particular and an immediate problem, to encourage, to warn and to recommend a course of action to the well beloved Gaius.

VERSE 14 - “But I trust I shall shortly see thee, and we shall speak face to face. Peace be to thee. Our friends salute thee. Greet the friends by name.
A desire for future fellowship and exchange of doctrinal concerns is expressed, with a formal salutation and a request to be remembered to the brethren, ends the letter.
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