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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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MESSAGE 54

Romans 6:1-2:-

1.  “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 

2.  Certainly not! {are you serious?} How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?”

It has been said that Christianity has not failed, it has never been tried. There may be some truth to that statement because a lot of what passes for Christianity is not Christianity at all. But I think that there is a better explanation. 

The explanation that I would like to propose is that Christianity has seldom been understood. This is certainly true in our contemporary society. 

There are hundreds of thousands of “religious” people in this country of ours and countless millions in other lands, who are staking their eternity upon the notion that they are Christians because they try to lead their own peculiar interpretation of a Christian lifestyle. 

But if that were possible, why do you suppose the Apostle Paul, the greatest Christian theologian and missionary of all time, would have spent three chapters talking about justification before he ever got to the subject of how to live the Christian life? The simple truth is that you can imitate a Christian life, and you can FAKE a Christian life, but you cannot really LIVE a Christian life until you ARE one.

That concept is essential to understanding why the Apostle Paul is leading us here in Romans 6 into a new subject. 

Up until now he has sought to establish that the solution to man's sin problem is justification by FAITH. But while that is the solution, it's not the end of the story. God not only wants us to be Christians; He also wants us to ACT like Christians.

Addressing believers who have been declared “not guilty”, credited with Christ's righteousness, accepted into God's family, and made members of a new, redeemed humanity, Paul tells them to: "Live up to what you are."

Are you a citizen of Heaven? Then, LIVE, think and speak like one! Are you an ambassador of Christ? Then, CONDUCT yourself like one! Are you a representative of Heaven? Then, LIVE, think and speak like one! Are you a member of God’s very own family? Then ACT like one!!

I saw a sign the other day that read, "When all else fails, follow directions."  That is a good sign to hang over the sixth chapter of Romans, for in it God gives clear instructions as to how we should live on this earth as His children!!

In our text, Paul is addressing one of the misconceptions concerning Christianity. In doing so, he points out the essence of true Christianity and the importance of understanding the truths that transform us.

One of the common misconceptions concerning Christianity actually comes from the truth of the teaching of salvation by grace alone. For example, those who are always looking for excuses to rationalise and justify their sins will often say things like: “If salvation is by grace, apart from works, and God's grace is sufficient to cover all sin, then if we keep on sinning, it really doesn't matter. After all, there is plenty of grace to go around”. 

It is this shifty, devious attitude that Paul addresses at the very beginning of Chapter 6. 

“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?  The answer to that question comes when we fully understand our position and identity in Christ. Our position tells us WHO we are. It is the truth about who we are.

We have already seen who we WERE. Paul is going to remind us in Chapter 6 of our new position in Christ.  He is going to remind us that because we have been eternally sealed by the Holy Spirit in Christ, God has explicit directions on HOW we are to live a spirit-filled holy life.

Through the first 5 chapters of Romans, we have discovered that we were in bondage to SIN. (to our sinful nature) SIN was our master.  Sin was our way of life. We can state it like this: formerly, we were alive to sin and dead to Christ. That was our former position. It was the reality.

The truth we need to see comes by understanding our PRESENT position in Christ as children of the living God. You see, our position has changed because of the death and resurrection of Christ. 

In Romans 5 we can see the contrast of our OLD nature in ADAM, which results in death, with our NEW status and NEW nature in CHRIST, which by faith in Him, results in eternal life. In both cases we have representatives who stood in our place and gave us, or put to our account, what it is they accomplished on our behalf. 

ADAM, as our FIRST representative, failed and in his sin we became sinners. We were deemed by God “dead”, outside of a relationship with our Lord, and like Adam we were condemned to DIE both physically and spiritually. 

However, our SECOND Representative, Who was promised to Adam in Genesis 3:15, would come into this world and restore our relationship with God. 

He did in fact come and as our Representative, like Adam, stood in our place and accomplished, unlike the first Adam, perfect obedience and as our Sacrifice for sin He gave us, or put to our account, the righteousness of Christ, and the abundance of grace, but only as we receive it by FAITH.  This is the beauty and the glory of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Though ADAM’S sin and the resultant sin nature were imputed to us, put to our account, Christ's righteousness, received by FAITH, is now imputed to us or put to our account. One has been exchanged for the other and Paul in his excitement over this glorious news shows how SIN cannot overcome the GRACE given us in Christ. 

No matter how sinful men are, God’s grace is shown to be sufficient for repentant sinners. The grace of God is a marvellous thing. It is even greater than our sin. No matter how widespread or shocking a person's sin might be, God's GRACE is able to neutralize it and go way beyond it. In fact, our extremity is God's opportunity. 

Not only that but God's grace is FREE, you can't buy it, manipulate it or bargain for it or earn it. All you can do is receive it by FAITH.

But Paul realized that some individuals might take this wonderful truth and try to pervert it. Imagine hearing this doctrine of free grace for the very FIRST time; what would likely have been your response? I would suggest that it might have been one of two things. 

First, you might say: "It's too easy! Nothing worth having is ever easily attained. There is no such thing as a “free lunch." 

To that Paul would simply respond: "I agree." Salvation wasn't easily attained and it was very costly for God. But, because Jesus was willing to pay the price, YOU get it free. 

Or you might say, “If God's grace is free and greater than all our sin, what's to keep some people from sinning up a storm and expecting God to go right on forgiving? In fact, they might even put a spiritual spin on it and say: "Well, if sin magnifies God’s grace, then sin must not really be that bad.  In fact, let’s sin even more so that God’s grace can be displayed!!” 

To that Paul would probably respond: "Yes, there are some who will try to take advantage of God's grace--I will address them shortly in the strongest terms--but that is no cause to deny this great truth." 

Sadly, there are today, many who DO deny it and many who are afraid to preach it. In our fair city of Perth this very morning there are many churches where the free grace of God is NOT being taught for fear that people might take advantage of it and LIVE like the Devil and sin up a storm.

Well, Paul faced the SAME objections to free grace in the first century. What did he do? Did he withdraw his doctrine of GRACE? Did he modify or adjust his teaching that justification is by FAITH alone? No, not for a moment!  Why should he?
In chapter 6, Paul is NOT talking about what kind of a life the believer should live, but instead, he is explaining the “mechanics” of how to live a Holy-Spirit filled life.  He is talking about sanctification and holiness. 1st Peter 1:15-16: “but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16.  because it is written, "Be holy, for I am holy.''

The word “holy” comes from the same root word as “sanctification”. Justification demands sanctification. The two are as inseparable as a torso and a head.

The word "sanctification" or "sanctify" is a good Biblical word, found several hundred times in the original Hebrew and Greek of the Old and New Testaments. However, it is often translated by other terms in our modern English Bibles, like "set apart," or "saint," or "holy." 

Before we consider the definition of what sanctification is, let’s firstly consider what it is NOT.

(1) It is NOT the eradication of the sinful nature.  In fact, those who boast of the eradication of their sinful natures actually claim that which the apostles Paul, James, and John admit they had NOT attained. Although the Christian cannot be sinless, he can, nevertheless, through sanctification, sin LESS.

(2) It is NOT the “SECOND BLESSING.” In 2nd Corinthians 1:15 Paul writes: “And in this confidence I intended to come to you before, that you might have a second benefit.” 

Some have taken their theology of the “SECOND BLESSING” from this verse. However, Paul describes the Corinthian believers in his first epistle as already being sanctified. (1 Corinthians 1:2; 6:11). The fact of the matter is that when Paul left Ephesus, he intended to come first to Corinth before he went into Macedonia, and after preaching there he would retrace his steps back to Corinth. 

This would thus have had a “second” benefit in the sense of TWO visits to Corinth instead of one. It is sad that this verse is somehow twisted by some to mean something entirely different from what Paul intended.

(3)
It is NOT the baptism by the Holy Spirit. In 1st Corinthians 12:13 Paul says ALL believers have been baptized by the Holy Spirit, regardless of their personal spiritual condition. 

So we can now see at least three things that sanctification is NOT.

The definition which I would offer is that sanctification is: "the process by which believers are set apart by God as a special people to grow spiritually in personal holiness and to develop Christ-like character."

Contrary to what some Bible teachers have claimed, there is an inseparable relationship between justification and sanctification. Some have mistakenly taught that a person can be justified, but that his sanctification may not begin until some later point in life. This view is often referred to as “two-step sanctification.” This erroneous belief has often led to the unbiblical view that a person can be saved but STILL LIVE according to the flesh. 

The Bible, however, does not teach this concept. When a person is declared righteous by God he is automatically put on the road to sanctification immediately. There is no gap of time separating these two concepts. The two elements go together. 

Therefore, the subject of this chapter is the ability of God to make sinners, whom He has DECLARED righteous, ACTUALLY righteous. 

Up to chapter 6 Paul does not discuss the sanctification of a CHRISTIAN. But from this point on, he does not discuss the justification of a SINNER. 

It will prove helpful here to contrast these two words. Justification is an ACT; sanctification is a WORK. 

Justification took place the moment you placed your faith in Jesus Christ. You were instantly declared righteous by God and the guilt and penalty of sin was forever removed. Then God began a work IN you that will continue throughout your entire life. I believe in instantaneous salvation, but sanctification is a lifelong process. 

In other words, justification is the MEANS; - sanctification is the END. Justification DECLARES the sinner righteous; sanctification MAKES the sinner righteous. 

It is clear that God is both an exterior and interior decorator. He is an exterior decorator in that He enables us to stand before Him because He has paid the penalty and removed the guilt of sin from us. But He is also an interior decorator. He moves into our hearts and lives by the power of the Holy Spirit to make us the kind of Christians we should be. 

I have heard a lot of Christian testimonies during my life and I have always been thrilled to hear how the supernatural power of the Gospel of Grace through Jesus Christ continues to impact on people and transform people’s lives.

I have noted that there is a common thread in all Christian testimonies, which can be summarized in FIVE words: JESUS CHRIST CHANGED MY LIFE!!  In fact, Jesus Christ has BECOME my life, and there is no thought of ever going back! 

In Romans 6:1 the Apostle Paul has anticipated a question being asked by those who saw grace as a license to sin. In his day these people were known as ANTINOMIANS, a cultic offshoot of Christianity who taught that: "Now we are saved we are free to sin". These were the party-goers.  (Quite the other extreme from the “legalists”) "I’m under grace—I can do what I want to do!....I’m free from the Law!!”

Freedom is NOT the license to do what you want to do, to do what you please. It’s the power to do as you should!! Paul knows the way his fundamental teaching on “justification by GRACE through FAITH, apart from works” is often deliberately distorted and twisted. So, in the first verse he asks TWO very important questions. 

The FIRST question is similar to that of the little drummer boy in the Christmas song who wonders what he can offer to the Christ Child. Paul asks the question: “What shall we say then?” - Say then to what? 

We need to go back to Romans 5:20 for our answer which we find in the apostle’s statement: “Moreover the law entered that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more,” {“Where sin abounded, there grace was in superabundance, and then some on top of that.”} – paraphrased.

We can see from this verse that in the presence of much SIN, there is much more GRACE. Paul anticipates the objector’s argument that: “if grace comes as the result of sin, then shouldn't we just sin more so we can enjoy more grace?" 

Sadly, this is the philosophy of life that far too many Christians live by! They know they are eternally secure, so they live far below God's standard, knowing they can turn back to Him at any time. Being well aware of the inborn tendency of the human heart to turn the GRACE of God into lasciviousness, the apostle puts into the mouth of the reader the question:

“Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?” The Greek word translated "continue" in verse 1 is “epimeno”, which means "to abide," or "to remain," or "to stay." The verb tense of the phrase “continue in sin” (the present active tense) makes it clear that Paul describes the practice of habitual sin. It means the action keeps on happening. 

In this first part of Romans 6, Paul writes about someone who remains in a lifestyle of sin, thinking that it is acceptable so that GRACE may abound.

The FIRST thing we must settle is regarding the word “SIN”. Does it refer here to individual acts of sin committed by the believer, or, to the totally depraved SIN NATURE still in him? 

A rule of Greek syntax settles the question. The definite article appears before the word in the Greek text. That can only be the evil nature still resident within the Christian. And here is the KEY to the interpretation of the entire chapter. 

Every time the word “SIN” (HAMARTIA) is used in this chapter as a NOUN, it refers to the evil, fallen Adamic nature within the Christian. If you read verses 1, 2, 6, 10, 11, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 20, 22, 23 of Chapter 6 and substitute the word “SIN” for the words “SIN NATURE”, you will see what a flood of light is thrown upon your understanding of this section of God’s Word.

Paul’s question therefore, can be interpreted like this:-“Shall we continue habitually to sustain the SAME relationship to the sinful nature that we sustained BEFORE we were saved?” The fundamental question therefore is NOT with regard to ACTS of sin, but with respect to the believer’s current relationship to the sinful nature within. This is after all basic; - acts of sin in his life being the result of the degree of his capitulation to the sinful nature.

Please understand the difference. A believer CAN sin, but he doesn’t LIVE in a continuous habitual relationship to his sin nature as he did when he was unsaved and still in Adam. When we are born again, born INTO Christ, something changed in our lives, and where SIN used to have controlling rights over us and CAUSE us to do what we perhaps now would not want to do, it has no such rights over us anymore. So when you talk about habitual sinning, there is no possible way a true believer can go back and live as if he was still in Adam. 

You must understand what Paul is saying here in these 2 verses. He is talking about “Christians” who go on absolutely unchanged in their lifestyles from what they were before they were “saved”. Can a TRUE believer go on living this way? 

No!! There is no possible way a TRUE Christian can go back and live the SAME lifestyle he lived when he was in Adam. In other words, it is mechanically IMPOSSIBLE to continue living an unchanged lifestyle when you become a Christian. In fact, I will put it even stronger: those who argue that GRACE allows a buffer for SIN—that their sin will ultimately glorify God anyway—are revealing they are NOT under grace! They are NOT true Christians, no matter how much they argue otherwise. 

Furthermore, the book of 1st John teaches us that those who continuously practice a lifestyle of sin have NEVER been born of God. (see 1st John 3:6,8,9; 5:18). The true child of God HATES sin and desires to be FREE from its terrible slavery.  He certainly does not desire to continue in it.

You see, when we have experienced solidarity with CHRIST, our lifestyle is affected, just as it was by our solidarity with ADAM. If one’s lifestyle has not changed and if there is no impulse for further change toward Christ, he or she is very probably NOT a Christian.

J. Vernon McGee made this interesting comment that lends support to this: “If one out of ten responding to my invitation to receive Christ is genuine, I feel that my batting average is good. Other Christian workers tell me the SAME story. A member of the team of a very prominent evangelist has told me that ONLY 3% of their inquirers can be considered genuine converts. So you see, our batting average is not too good, but we thank God for each person who does come to Christ.” 

In response to Paul’s question in verse one, verse 2 commences with his disbelieving gasp: “Certainly not! {are you serious??} How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?”
For Paul, the idea that anyone might continue in sin that grace may abound is UNTHINKABLE. “Certainly not” is a strong phrase in the Greek.  It is an idiom denoting the strongest possible negative reaction in the Greek language. It is tantamount to outraged indignation. It might also be translated, “Perish the thought!” Or, “May it never be!!”

Paul is saying: "It is absolutely absurd to think that after you put your faith in Jesus Christ and experience the NEW birth, that you can go back and live the SAME lifestyle you once lived in ADAM”. It doesn't even warrant Paul's time to deal with such an absurd idea that SIN is actually good because it promotes the GRACE of God. 

William Barclay puts it into perspective when he says: "It is a terrible thing to seek to trade on the mercy of God and make it an excuse for sinning.  Think of it in human terms. How despicable it would be for a son to consider himself free to sin against his father because he knew his father would forgive him. That would be taking advantage of love to BREAK love's heart." 

And when we add into the equation that our Heavenly Father gave His beloved Son as a sacrifice for OUR sin, and we ABUSE such a gift with the attitude that sin doesn't matter, we lose sight of the incredible cost for Jesus to redeem us from our sin.

But someone might argue that Paul is living in an unrealistic theoretical world when it comes to such an attitude toward SIN. “Paul, of course no one would ever use God's grace as an excuse to sin, right?'  WRONG!! 

Not only were critics attacking Paul on negative grounds, but also some were welcoming his arguments as a justification for their own immoral life-styles. The LEGALISTS objected to Paul's arguments because they said it led to antinomianism, so the antinomians (libertines) were therefore happy to accept Paul’s arguments!! 

However, such people took Paul's arguments to the extreme, and abandoned all obedience to God under the guise of GRACE. – They exploited and abused Paul’s teaching of free grace just as many do today. Some people think that THEIR job is to SIN and GOD’S job is to FORGIVE, so THEY will do THEIR job and GOD will do HIS job!!

This is illustrated by an immoral monk named Rasputin who influenced the Romanov family and taught and exemplified the antinomian view of salvation through repeated experiences of SIN and false repentance. He argued that because those who SIN more require more forgiveness, those who SIN with abandon will as they repent experience greater JOY; therefore, it is the believer’s DUTY to SIN as much as possible. 

Today this twisted thinking is very common among those who wish to justify their sexual lifestyles. They say that the more you SIN with abandon, the more you give God the opportunity to glorify Himself. 

Rasputin declared that if you are simply an ordinary sinner, you aren't giving God an opportunity to show His glory, so you need to be an extraordinary sinner! This twisted, false teaching was also illustrated by some of the Corinthians:

If there ever was a group of people in the Name of Jesus Christ who lived without any of the normal restraints of holiness, the Corinthian church was it!!  They were characterized by divisions (1st Cor. 1:10-11), carnality (3:1- 9), incest (5:1-8), worldliness (5:9-13), lawsuits (6:1-8), fornication (6:12-20), abuse of liberty (8:1-13; 10:23-33), demon worship (10:19-22), insubordinate women (11:2-16), abuses of the Lord's Supper and love feast (11:17-34), and abuses of spiritual gifts (12:1; 14:40). 

Evidently, some people in Corinth felt they had liberty in Christ to continue to SIN with the idea that it wasn't that big a deal since in Christ we have grace and forgiveness. 

Unfortunately, in the church today, this appalling and disgraceful attitude still persists.  It is tantamount to mocking the cross of Jesus Christ and spitting on Him. God's matchless GRACE is not to be abused by so little concern for SIN. 

Paul’s next question is: “How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?” Paul is not asking a question for information, but is rather presenting a rhetorical question designed to declare the impossibility of the thing. 

Now in his question there are TWO verbs, the first being "we died." This verb "we died" refers to a specific point in time in each Christian's PAST at which he or she “died to sin”. This is a “positional” truth

You can just see some of the people Paul is writing to wondering: "When did I die? I don’t remember dying. When did I die to the old lifestyle? When did that take place?" 

Let me ask you: “How many people were crucified at Calvary?” If you said three, from a historical point of view you'd be quite CORRECT but from a theological point of view, you'd be WRONG. 

These verses are telling us that if you are a true believer in Jesus Christ, YOU were there that day 2000 years ago!! YOU were crucified with Christ, you were buried with him, you were raised from the dead with Christ. 

Ephesians 2:6 goes even further and tells us that God has: “seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus,” By our union with Christ, we are seen as ALREADY delivered from this present evil world and seated in the heavenly places in Christ in glory!!! This is how GOD sees us!!

If we would only appropriate this truth by FAITH it would change the character of our lives!! We would no longer be earthbound, occupied with the trivial and the transient. We would seek those things which are ABOVE, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God the Father. (Colossians 3:1)

What an amazing thought!!  That a Mary Magdalene and a crucified thief and former sinful wretches like us should be the companions in glory of the eternal Son of God!! Only then will we fully understand what it cost the Father to send His beloved Son to this jungle of sin. And only then will we fully understand what it cost the Lord Jesus to bear our sins on that cruel Roman cross!!

The cross of Jesus Christ is an event that transcends time. It is an event that is so important that it has implications that begin BEFORE the universe was created and stretches out all the way to the END of time and beyond time. Your SPIRITUAL history begins at the cross of Jesus Christ. 

When Jesus died to sin, He died as OUR Representative. He died NOT ONLY as our SUBSTITUTE, that is, FOR US, or in OUR PLACE; but He also died as our REPRESENTATIVE, that is, AS US!!! Therefore, when HE died, WE died!!! You died with Him. You were buried with Him. You were raised from the dead with Him and therefore you are united with Jesus Christ FOREVER.

There was a point in time in the PAST when we were converted, when by FAITH we were transferred from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of God's Son, when we were born into the FAMILY of God by the power of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God. At the moment of conversion, we died to SIN because we became united with Christ and died on the cross with Him to our SIN. (sin nature) That's a FACT, NOT an experience. 

You may say, "I don't FEEL like I was crucified with Christ." Feelings have NOTHING to do with it. You may say: "I don't FEEL like I was buried and raised with Christ." Again, your feelings have NOTHING to do with this wonderful truth. 

From GOD’S point of view, He sees YOU as dead, buried and raised with the Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore united with Him so tightly that NOTHING can ever SEPARATE you from Him. (Rom. 8:38-39) That's the basic truth of this passage.

To have “died to sin” means to be freed from the ruining power of SIN in your life. It means that as a Christian you are DEAD to what you were in ADAM." And since you are now DEAD to it, Paul asks: “HOW can you possibly go back and participate in that life anymore?”

If a man were an alcoholic, as soon as he DIES, he is no longer plagued by the urge to drink. If someone is a drug addict, at the moment of death, they are FREE from their desire for drugs. Death brings with it certain limitations for the person affected by it.  The SAME is true for the Christian!! When we placed our faith in the Lord Jesus for salvation, we DIED to sin. 

Now, I know that the old nature STILL yearns for sinful expression. It still wants everything it ever did. The OLD nature will NOT change until it DIES at the end of these physical lives. 

But, when we were saved, we were made a NEW creation in Jesus Christ! There is a NEW man living in these physical bodies and he is DEAD to sin! He doesn't care about it and he doesn't want it. 

Now, some may have a hard time grasping that because it seems to you that you STILL want to SIN as much, or MORE, than you ever have. To have died to sin does NOT mean that you do NOT sin. To have died to sin doesn't mean that you NEVER sin again. Nor does it mean that you are freed from the temptation to sin. Although YOU have died to SIN in Christ, SIN is not dead to YOU. 

What it DOES mean is this. Although sin is still a reality, it no longer has the power to completely dominate your life. That's what it means to be “DEAD to SIN”. You are separated forever from the dominating, ruling power of your sinful nature. 

It's like watching a LION roar at the zoo. You may get a thrill from listening to the lion roar in his cage. But as long as the lion is behind bars, you're safe. The lion can roar all it wants but it can't do anything to you UNLESS you do something stupid like crawl into the cage, or let it out. 

Then, I’m afraid, you do have problems. SIN is like a roaring lion. As long as you understand that the POWER of sin is broken, SIN cannot dominate your life unless you CHOOSE to LET it dominate your life.

Let me use another simple illustration. The Christian now has the SAME power over the sinful nature within him that he has over his RADIO. When a programme suddenly comes over the air UNFIT for Christian ears, he can turn the radio OFF with a: “There, now you can’t bring that smut and garbage into my life.” 

Before salvation, the evil nature had absolute dominance over the sinner. But now that this great salvation has produced its wonderful work in his INNER being, he now has the power to say, NO!! Thus does Paul declare the mechanical impossibility of a Christian habitually sustaining the SAME relationship to the SIN nature which he sustained BEFORE he was saved.

Paul asks: How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?” The second verb phrase "live any longer in it?”  is in the FUTURE tense. Paul is referring to any future time after our having DIED to sin in Christ.

The point Paul is trying to make is this: An enormous CHANGE happened when we met Christ by FAITH at His cross. A transferral of LIFE took place; HIS life for MY life. Our FUTURE was forever changed entirely by that ONE momentous change in the PAST.

In light of our absolutely NEW identity in Christ, and His NEW LIFE in us living through us every day, HOW can we return to the way we were before? It is simply impossible: we have been changed indeed, and that OLD person identified wholly in sin has DIED with Christ to it. 

Notice that what Paul denies is NOT that you can NEVER commit a sin, but that you cannot "LIVE IN IT." And so Paul ends with amazing grace on his lips and gives great hope to all who would repent of their sin and embrace this Gospel of grace in Christ. 

MESSAGE 55

Romans 6:3-4:-

3.  “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 

4.  Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” 

We saw previously why Paul believes it is so absurd to bring up the question: "Can a true believer go back and habitually live the same lifestyle he once lived when he was in Adam?"

Paul’s reply in verse 2 was: “Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?” Paul says we have “died to sin”. This is a “positional” truth.  No believer still alive in a mortal body ever reaches a state of “sinless perfection”, although sadly, some deceive themselves by believing that they do.

The Word of God in 1st John 1:8 says that: “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”

When Jesus died to sin, He died as OUR Representative. He died NOT ONLY as our SUBSTITUTE, that is, FOR US, or in OUR PLACE; but He also died as our REPRESENTATIVE, that is, AS US!!! In other words, the sinless Son of God Jesus Christ died on the cross in OUR place AS US!! Therefore, when HE died, WE died!!!

This also means that a believer is now disengaged and separated from his or her sin nature and is no longer compelled to obey it. That's a FACT, NOT an experience!! 

That OLD life that I used to live in Adam as an ungodly sinner, an enemy of God, is no longer existent.  I am dead to that OLD lifestyle.  I am dead not only to what I WAS in Adam, but also to what I DID as a result of being in Adam.  I am dead to that now!!  

If you have died to one kind of life, you cannot go back and enjoy living in that life again.  That’s because life and death are incompatible.  As a truly “born again” believer, I have died to an old way of living. Since there is death to the OLD life of sin in Adam for believers, then how in the world can we really go back and live in it? 

To show that it is morally absurd for believers to live in sin, Paul now introduces the subject of BAPTISM in verse 3. “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised into His death?” 

The first KEY word in Paul’s presentation is the word, “KNOW”. Three times the verb "KNOW" is used--in verses 3, 6, and 9. Romans 6:3 asks "Or do you not KNOW?" Verse 6 adds "KNOWING this;" Verse 9 also says "KNOWING that…." 

Spiritual victory in the Christian life begins with KNOWING something.  That's the FIRST step.  You've got to KNOW something. If you want victory, you must KNOW certain things. Knowledge is power, while ignorance results in defeat. 

IGNORANCE of Biblical knowledge is deplorable to Paul, just as the NEGLECT of this knowledge is deplorable. What we DO in our daily lives should be consistent with what we KNOW to be true.

Christian living is always dependent upon Christian learning. If Satan can keep us ignorant, he can keep us impotent and ineffective.  So if you want victory, it's got to start in the MIND with knowing certain truths. 

"Do you not know" is ONE Greek word (agnoeo) meaning “to be without knowledge, - to be ignorant, or, to not understand”. Paul is saying: “Are you walking around with no understanding of this?

Paul asks the Roman saints who have been saved by the Gospel: "Do you continually fail to recognize this truth (baptism into His death)"? 

Our responsibility is to KNOW this truth about our union and identification with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection. (Romans 6:3, v6, v9) We should know it because this great truth of the Gospel explains why it is absurd that we should continue in sin so that God’s GRACE might abound. 

It is as if Paul is saying: “Christian, don't you know who you really are? Don't you know that when Christ died on the Cross, YOU died with Him? Don't you know that you died to sin? So, how can we continue to live in it any longer?”

A person who thinks Christians are free to sin as they please betrays an appalling lack of understanding of what a Christian really is. Salvation isn't merely God looking through the heavenly records, drawing a line through the entry "Sinner bound for hell," and pencilling in the word, "SAVED!" 

Romans 6:3 declares that when a person is saved, his life is forever FUSED and MERGED with Jesus Christ. Paul is setting forth an important fact that the believer needs to know and reckon upon.  Don’t be ignorant of this fact!  Believe it!

So Paul says: “do you not know that as many of US………" Paul is assuming that those reading his words here are genuine Christians who have been justified by FAITH in Jesus Christ. (in other words, truly “born again”).  

He makes no distinction between Jewish and Gentile Christians.  He seeks, however, to strongly contrast the Christian’s NEW lifestyle with his conduct in the PAST as an unbeliever. Paul teaches that conversion should change the conduct of one who has come to faith in Christ.

Paul continues by asking: “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptised into Christ Jesus…….” “Baptised” is the Greek BAPTIZO which means: "To immerse or completely submerge in so as to become identified with". You see, the translators did not translate the Greek word “baptizo”, they merely transliterated it.  That is, they just spelled the Greek word out in English.

“BAPTIZO” is an intensive form of “Bapto” (dip).  We see an example of “Bapto” (dip) in Luke 16:24 where the rich man in Hades asks that Lazarus dip (bapto) his finger in water to cool his tongue.

However, here in our verse 3, Paul uses the more intensive form “BAPTIZO” stressing that believers have been immersed or identified forever in union with Jesus Christ. 

In ancient times warriors used to “BAPTIZO” their spears in pig's blood to identify the spear as a weapon of war. “BAPTIZO” was also used of a blacksmith immersing a piece of hot iron in water, tempering it.

We who are believers have, in God's eyes, been completely immersed in the work of the Cross so that we are now identified as being in union with Christ forever!!  Therefore, verse 3 should read: "Or do you not know that as many as were placed into Christ Jesus, into His death were placed. 

In the reckoning of God, the believer has died with Christ and has risen with Him. This has actually happened to everyone who is a true believer in Jesus Christ.  The only ones who have NOT been baptised into Jesus Christ and into His death are those who are NOT saved.

Ray Stedman once said that the way some people read their Bibles often reminded him of the men that go around with willow sticks, divining for water.  Have you heard of these people? They take willow sticks and go around looking for water -- and wherever water is, the stick turns down. 

Some people read their Bibles that way.  They go through it, and, wherever it mentions “BAPTISM”, down goes the stick -- indicating water.  Wherever it reads "BAPTISM," in their Bibles they find water.  But, this isn't water baptism that Paul is referring to!! 

Someone has rightly said that there is not a drop of water in Romans 6.  So if you find WATER in this verse, you have missed the meaning. This is not baptism into water but baptism into Jesus Christ!! John the Baptist understood the distinction between the REALITY of baptism into Christ by the Holy Spirit and the SYMBOL of that baptism in the rite of water baptism by immersion. 

Here is what John said in John 1:33: "And I did not recognize Him, but He who sent me to baptise in water said to me, 'He upon whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is the one who baptises in the Holy Spirit."
The reason Paul used the symbol of water baptism is because it is the OUTWARD identification of an INWARD reality, namely; FAITH in Jesus' death, burial, and resurrection. Paul was NOT advocating salvation by water baptism, far from it!!  

That would have contradicted everything he had been saying in Romans 3-5 about salvation by GRACE through faith alone in Christ alone, totally apart from any works of any kind. Jesus personally promised salvation to the repenting thief on the cross without affixing the condition or necessity of water baptism.

The baptism Paul is talking about in Romans 6 is REAL BAPTISM not RITUAL BAPTISM.  This REAL baptism takes place the moment a person is saved and it is a work that only GOD can perform. Ritual baptism (water baptism) takes place AFTER a person is saved and it is meant to be symbolic of REAL baptism (a picture of what happened to us the moment we were saved). The Roman believers were well aware of the symbol of baptism. 

When Paul said, "Do you not know?" in verse 3, he was in effect saying: "Are you ignorant of the spiritual meaning of your own water baptism? Have you forgotten what your water baptism symbolized?" They seemed to have been blissfully unaware that water baptism symbolizes the spiritual reality of being immersed and fused into Jesus Christ. 

Paul is simply using the physical analogy of water baptism to teach the SPIRITUAL reality of the believer's union with Christ. By the way, I hold the view that the only valid mode of baptism is full immersion because it alone fully demonstrates the believer's union with Jesus Christ. 

The tragedy is that many mistake the symbol of water baptism as the MEANS of salvation rather than the DEMONSTRATION of it. The symbolic meaning is wrapped up in the word “IDENTIFICATION”. When you are baptised, you are publicly identified with Jesus Christ. 

And so verse 3 could be understood as: "when you were united to Christ by FAITH you were identified and joined into His DEATH" ...... in the sense that HIS death became YOURS as He stood in YOUR place.” It was as though YOU fully satisfied the penalty for sin even though you didn't personally DO anything to bring it about. 

Can you imagine trying to get into Fort Knox on your own? On your own you would be quickly turned away.  But if you were to be accompanied by a 5 star General you would be waved through because you are identified with the General.  You are united to him and because of that you are given the exact same privilege even though you're NOT a 5-star General. 

It's all a matter of who you are identified with.  And in the case of Christ we, by FAITH, are identified or baptized into Him and receive ALL of the privileges HE has!! 

There are TWO great truths that we find repeated again and again in the New Testament:   

1) BAPTISM  

2) INDWELLING. 

BAPTISM into Jesus Christ by the exclusive work of God puts me in GOD and INDWELLING puts God in ME. The Lord predicted this relationship in John 14:20:- "At that day {descent of the Holy Spirit} you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, (BAPTISM) and I in you (INDWELLING). (Cf. John 17:21,23,26) 

If I have been BAPTIZED INTO JESUS CHRIST, then this means that I have been... 

Baptized into His DEATH (Rom. 6:3) 

Baptized into His BURIAL (Rom. 6:4) 

Baptized into His RESURRECTION (Romans 6:4-5) 

Baptized into His BODY, the Church (1st Corinthians 12:13). etc. 

Christ’s HISTORY has become MY history because I am IN CHRIST. Thus, HIS death is MY death, HIS burial is MY burial, HIS resurrection is MY resurrection and HIS ascension is MY ascension (see Eph. 1:20-21; 2:6--In Christ I am seated in heavenly places!). 

Just as DEATH and JUDGEMENT are behind Christ now, they are behind US also.  As Christians, we stand on the resurrection side of the tomb!! The Christian is so closely identified with and in Christ that the Lord Jesus could say to Saul of Tarsus in Acts 9:4: "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?'' When the BODY (the church) is hurt the HEAD of the church feels it!

Water baptism is to be a PICTURE of this glorious relationship and position that the believer has IN CHRIST. 

Verse three ends on a strange note for us. It says that we have been: “BAPTIZED INTO HIS DEATH” Do any of us really understand that we were baptized into Christ's death?  That when we talk about the cross of Christ, it is not just Jesus' passion story, but OUR death story as well? Mysteriously, we were with Him and in Him on that cross, dying as He died to our sin.  When we received Christ into our lives, we wanted to get life, but what we got was RESURRECTION LIFE: - a life that had passed through death.  We got His death to SIN, and His life to GOD. - It is a complete package.

Ponder the following illustration of "Identification" that is a picture of what occurs when we were baptized into Christ: During the Civil War a man by the name of GEORGE WYATT was drawn by lot to go to the front lines.  He had a wife and six children. A young man named RICHARD PRATT offered to go in his stead. So, Richard Pratt was accepted and joined the ranks, bearing the name and number of George Wyatt. Before long PRATT was killed in action. The authorities later sought again to draft George Wyatt into service.  He protested, entering the plea that he had died in the person of PRATT.  He insisted that the authorities consult their own records as to the fact of his having died in identification with PRATT, his substitute. WYATT was thereby exempted as beyond the claims of law and further service.  George Wyatt had DIED in the person of his REPRESENTATIVE.  There we have the truth of Biblical IDENTIFICATION in a nutshell!! 

God's way of deliverance is through death--through identification with our Substitute in His death and resurrection. 

VERSE 4: “Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” 

The BURIAL of Christ is connected with His DEATH, even as Romans 6:3-4 indicates. 

To say that someone was buried is to say that someone DIED!  "Last week my father was buried" (This means "my father DIED"). Normally the only kind of people that are buried are DEAD people. Lazarus was entombed because he had DIED! (John 11)

The burial of Christ was the great demonstration that Christ had really DIED. Believers are identified with Christ not only in baptism but also in His DEATH. The first part of verse four is a restatement of the last part of verse 3.

Did you know that the first thing we do when we are saved is attend our own funeral?  When a person comes to faith in Christ, by divine miracle, he is taken back symbolically to Christ's own death and there he dies too.  A death takes place within the believer, and what comes out of that grave is totally different from what went into it. “die to sin that we might be alive to God. (v. 10).  Dying to sin is where the believer's NEW life in Christ begins.

Verse 4-a: “Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death…..”

Has it begun to be clear to you that we are participators in everything Jesus did?  When He died on the cross, He was dying for sin. However, when He died on the cross, WE died IN Him. When He rose from the dead, WE were in Him then and WE rose also! 

Just as we were in ADAM when he sinned in the Garden of Eden, so too, we were in JESUS when He died and rose from the dead. What Paul is trying to tell us is that OUR life is intimately and inextricably tied to the life of the Lord Jesus! 

Just as we participated in His DEATH, so too, we participate in His LIFE.  Just as we are identified with Christ in His DEATH, likewise are we identified with Christ in His RESURRECTION.  We are joined today to a LIVING Christ!!

In other words, our SINS have already been judged; we are already RAISED; and we are yonder SEATED with Christ in the heavenlies!!  If only believers would grasp these wonderful truths and really believe them they would see things in life so very differently. 

My friend, there are only TWO places for your sins: Either they were on Christ when He died for you almost 2000 years ago because you have trusted Him as your Saviour, or they are on YOU today, in which case judgment is ahead waiting for you.  There is no third place for them. 

Because a believer is a NEW creation in Christ, his NEW life-style is vastly different from his OLD life-style.  That is why a believer cannot habitually sin.  He now lives in a different realm. 

Those who simply ADD Christ as a status symbol “add-on” to their sinful life-styles are NOT saved at all.  They are still dead in their trespasses and sins and are on a one-way ticket bound for Hell.  Having wilfully rejected God’s marvellous grace plan of salvation through His beloved Son, Jesus Christ, God simply cannot do any more for them!!

When a person comes to Christ, he shares in His death and becomes a different person.  Believers die in Christ to live in Christ. We have been justified that we might be sanctified. Those are inseparable realities.

Theologian Charles Hodge well said, "There can be NO participation in Christ's LIFE without a participation in His DEATH, and we cannot enjoy the benefits of His death unless we are partakers of the power of his Life. 

Verse 4-b: "As Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father..”

The “glory” that Paul refers to in verse 4 is the sum of all God's majesty and power in raising Christ from the dead.  As God's glory was displayed in the resurrection of Christ, so also it should be displayed as believers walk in newness of life.

By the words, "should walk " in verse 4, Paul wasn't referring to the "should" of obligation, but the "should" of divine accomplishment. 

It was not possible for death to hold Jesus Christ a prisoner because:

1.  The perfect character of God demanded His resurrection. He had died, the Sinless for the sinful.  God must raise Him as proof and validation of His complete satisfaction with the redemptive work of Christ.

2.  The prophecies of the Old Testament also demanded His resurrection (Psalm 16).

Paul says that the resurrection of Christ makes it possible for us as believers, to: “walk in newness of life”
In the Greek that's an interesting word.  It means "new of a different kind." It does NOT mean new in the sense of “BETTER”.  God did not save you to give you a BETTER life.  He saved you to give you a NEW life. He didn't save you in order to renovate the OLD life that you messed up.  No, He saved you to give you a brand-new life of a completely different kind. 

Salvation is NOT reformation or renovation.  It's not just an improvement over what you used to have.  It's the impartation of the divine life of God Himself--which means that you have something now that you never had before. You have the resurrection life in Jesus Christ!! 

We are not only dead to sin; we are also alive in Christ. We have been raised from the dead and now walk in the power of His resurrection.  We walk in “newness of life” because we share His life. As Christians we live our lives by living what is called the “exchanged” life.  We find it in Galatians 2:20

The exchanged life means that I give Christ MY life and He gives me HIS.  It means the end of me living as a child of Adam, - as a man under the death sentence of the Law.  I now walk in newness of life by FAITH and not by sight. 

This tremendous spiritual truth is illustrated in the miracle of the raising of Lazarus (John 11).  When Jesus arrived at Bethany, Lazarus had been in the tomb four days; so there was no question about his death. By the power of His Word (“Lazarus, come forth!”) Jesus RAISED His friend from the dead.  But when Lazarus appeared at the entrance of the tomb, he was wrapped in graveclothes.  So Jesus commanded, “Loose him, and let him go!” 

Lazarus had been raised to walk “in newness of life.” In John 12, Lazarus was seated with Christ at the table, in fellowship with Him.  He had died, been buried and had been raised from the dead and set free to walk in newness of life!!

All of these facts illustrate the spiritual truths of our identification with Christ. Romans 6:4 teaches that we share Christ’s resurrection power today. 

Listen to Colossians 3:1,3:-“If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 3. For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.”

It is clear, then, that the believer cannot deliberately live in sin since he has a NEW relationship to sin because of his identification with Christ.  The believer has died to the OLD life; he has been raised to enjoy a NEW life.  The true believer does not want to go back into sin any more than Lazarus wanted to go back into the tomb dressed again in his graveclothes! 

Here we have the two-fold result of the major surgical operation that God performs in the INNER being of the sinner when he places his faith in the Saviour, Jesus Christ.

1. He is disengaged and separated from his sinful nature and no longer compelled to obey it.

2. He has imparted to him participation in the divine nature (2nd Peter 1:4) which becomes in him the NEW source of moral and spiritual life which causes him to HATE sin and LOVE righteousness, and which gives him both the DESIRE and the POWER to DO God’s will.

The Christian’s WILL has been made absolutely free.  Before salvation it was NOT free as far as choosing between good and evil is concerned.  It was enslaved to his inner evil nature.  But now, it stands poised between the evil nature and the divine nature, with the responsibility and power to say “NO” to the sin nature’s commands, and “YES” in obedience to God.

Paul has answered the question: “Shall we as a habit of life continue to sustain the SAME relationship to the sin nature that we sustained BEFORE salvation?”

Paul has shown that this is a mechanical impossibility and for TWO very good reasons:

FIRSTLY, the power of the sinful nature has been broken, and therefore the Christian is NOT compelled to sin, and:

SECONDLY, the very life of God and the divine nature is imparted, and the Christian does NOT WANT to sin.

Of course, a Christian will do ACTS of sin, but he will never again LOVE sin as he did in his unsaved state, and he will have a genuine desire to put sin out of his life.  Why?  Because God has done something amazing to the sin nature in the Christian. 

When a person does not have to do something which he does not want to do, he simply does not do it!!

Paul has explained to us that the moment a lost sinner places his faith in Jesus Christ he is “Baptised” into Christ Jesus and into His death.

It was this baptism that united me to Christ, and, the day that I believed in Jesus Christ, God cut off this OLD life, and crucified it with Christ, and buried it with Him, and declared that it no longer had any right to live in His sight.  Now get that!!  This is tremendously important. 

That was the day I died: The day that I believed in Jesus Christ, God made this REAL to me, and the reason that He put it to death was because it had absolutely no power in it to do good!! 

The term "walk" in verse four refers to daily spiritual conduct and that meaning is consistent throughout the New Testament. When a person becomes a Christian, the direction of his life changes.  He begins to walk the right way.  Righteousness now becomes the pattern for believers as opposed to the past, which was characterized by habitual sin.  Sin may still manifest itself from time to time in the believer's life, but it will NOT characterize his NEW life-style.

Scripture is filled with descriptions of the believer's NEW life: We receive a new heart (Ezek. 36:26), A new spirit (Ezek. 18:31) A new name (Rev. 2:17), And a new song (Ps. 40:3); and are considered to be a new creation (2nd Cor. 5:17), and a new man (Eph. 4:24).

Can a TRUE Christian go back and live like he used to live before salvation? Well, how can he if he has died to sin, been baptized into Christ and raised to walk in NEWNESS of a life that is brand new and qualitatively different??  "How different?" Different in the sense that SIN no longer controls you and dominates your life. 

Different in the sense that you have Someone who lives in you now, Who gives you power to do what you couldn’t do before; Someone to convict you of sin; - Someone to give you knowledge that you didn’t have before. It simply is NOT possible to go back to exactly what you were in Adam if you are a true believer walking in newness of His life. 

MESSAGE 56

Romans 6:5-7

5. “For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall be also {united with Him} in the likeness of His resurrection,

6. knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin;

7. for he who has died is freed {justified} from sin.”

We have seen that ALL of us who have put our faith in Jesus Christ, who are baptized into Him, are identified with His DEATH. The moment I put my faith in Jesus Christ, miraculously I am cast back 2000 years to the time of His crucifixion at Calvary! I’m there on the cross with Him, and the old person I was—in sin: controlled by it, absolutely disrespectful of what God wanted, and living a life that was irreverent, - the old person I was DIED at that point. I’m identified with Christ’s death.

Something has drastically happened to the new believer from within. Salvation is not just getting us into Heaven; it is getting Heaven into us! It changes us from within!  That is what Paul is bringing out. 

When a man comes to understand why he is what he is and where it came from, his whole perspective changes. When he turns to Christ and puts his faith in Christ, he is never again related to SIN like he used to be. 

Paul has made it clear that there is no possible way a TRUE Christian can go back and continue to live the SAME, unchanged lifestyle he lived when he was in Adam.  It is simply impossible!! It is impossible for many reasons, some of which are: 

In the first place, it is NOT the Christian’s nature to sin. He is indwelt by Christ through the Holy Spirit and he has been made a partaker of the divine nature which compels him to HATE sin and to LOVE holiness. Furthermore, the minute a Christian sins, the Holy Spirit is grieved, and that makes the believer decidedly, uncomfortable, SPIRITUALLY.  He can feel the conviction of the Holy Spirit. God also sends suffering and various levels of chastening into the believer’s life as a CURB to sin.

For some time Paul has been talking about “justification” but now we are changing gears. Though the word is never mentioned, now we are looking at regeneration; of what takes place in salvation. Something happened to the new believer on the INSIDE. 

When I put my faith in Jesus Christ and in His death, I am identified with Him. What I WAS in Adam - all that OLD lifestyle, controlled by SIN so that I couldn’t help myself – It all DIED with Christ on the cross.

Verses 4 and 5 tell us that not only am I DEAD to sin, but I am now ALIVE in Jesus Christ!! 

If you can’t get excited about this, you just need to go back and work through the process one more time. It ought to help you tomorrow and every day from that point on to understand that you can’t go back and live like a dead man!  It is mechanical impossible to do so.

Everyone who has received salvation from Jesus Christ has also received NEW LIFE from Him as well. In other words, God does not leave people dead if they have trusted in Christ. If they DIED with Christ at Calvary they are also RAISED in the likeness of His resurrection. 

Verse 5 paints the picture crystal clear. “For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall be also {united with Him} in the likeness of His resurrection,”
The words, “FOR IF” (ei gar) can be translated here as “Since”. This is the first time in Romans Paul speaks of a union with Christ. The word “united” in verse five denotes a personal, intimate connection with Christ in His death and resurrection and applies to every true believer. 

The term Paul uses to describe us now, as "united with Christ" is a term from horticulture. It means "grown together with," and has in mind the idea of "grafting." We are so united with Christ that we are "grafted" into His life, and His life flows through us. 

Those who have fruit trees may have done some grafting. You can take a branch from a nectarine tree and graft it into a peach tree. The branch is tied together in such a way that the LIFE from the trunk of the tree flows into the BRANCH and they grow together until finally you can't tell the difference between the GRAFT and the NATURAL branch. The LIFE of the TREE now floods into the branch and its life is fully SHARED. 

This is the figure Paul is using here to describe our union with the Lord Jesus. Jesus used that same picture in John 15:5:-"I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 

In this verse, Jesus likens Christians to BRANCHES. Now, we all know that a branch abides in a VINE by drawing ALL of its life and nourishment from the VINE. It’s not a question of the BRANCH living its life for the VINE, but simply of letting the LIFE of the VINE flow out through the BRANCHES.

This is the resurrected life that we are now forever intertwined into. There is nothing that can separate us from that!  HIS life becomes OUR life! 

We are no longer in Adam, in any sense.  The tie is totally broken. We are now in Christ, and HE is our life from now on. We have been forever grafted into Jesus Christ and we share His life.

The word could be used of Siamese twins whose bodies are connected at one point, and whose blood stream flows through TWO physical bodies as it does normally through one. This is one of the most important concepts that we need to understand. 

Paul is saying that you can't DIE with Christ and not be RISEN with him. If you DIED with Him, you must be RISEN with Him as well. Paul merely tells us here that if we are grafted into His life so completely as to share His DEATH, so we must certainly share His RESURRECTION. 

In verse 5, Paul begins to describe for us the results of our new union with Christ through the baptism of the Holy Spirit. If we're identified with His DEATH, then it certainly follows, as day follows night, that we must be identified with His RESURRECTION, His life. Because we have been justified as a result of our faith in Christ, we have been clothed with His righteousness. He has taken our filthy grave clothes, and instead of cleaning them up and putting them back on us He burns them and gives us His white garments. 

The prophet Isaiah records these words in Isaiah 1:18: "Come now, and let us reason together,'' says the Lord, "Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”

The fulfilment of that is found in Galatians 3:26-27:

26. “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

27. For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.”

We are clothed with the righteousness of Christ, with the glory of the One who DIED and ROSE on our behalf and who gave us the victory over the penalty and the power of death. 

VERSE 6:“knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, [rendered powerless] that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 

Verse six makes it very clear that we have to KNOW some things before this resurrection life flows from our spirit into our flesh. We have had the power of sin broken in our lives by our death to sin and we have the resurrection power of Christ's life in our spirit. But these facts won't change our experiences until we know and believe them and begin to ACT accordingly. 

Ephesians 1:3 tells us that God has blessed ALL Christians with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, but few Christians know that, and even fewer understand it to a degree that it impacts their life. Many Christians today lack vital Biblical knowledge.

God, speaking through the prophet Hosea, said in Hosea 4:6:"My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge" 
Walking in and experiencing the joy of resurrection power in our physical life is dependent on KNOWING that our “old man” has been crucified. If we don't believe that, then there won't be newness of life or victory for us. 

Verse 6 tells us that at salvation, our “old man” was crucified with Christ. When Paul says your “old man” was crucified with Christ, he doesn’t mean your father; he means your “old self” is crucified with Him. 

The term for "old" is NOT the word “ARCHAIOS” in the Greek that we get the word "archaic" from. But rather “PALAIOS”, which refers to something that is completely worn out and useless, fit only for the scrap heap. Paul is saying our “old man” has been worn out by use and is therefore useless and not good for anything. 

What does this term, “old man” refer to? My "old man" is not merely my old nature. It is rather all that I WAS as a man in the flesh, the "man of old," the unsaved man with all his old habits and desires. Our “old man” refers to everything that we were as children of Adam.

Such things as our old, evil, unregenerate selves, with all our OLD habits, and appetites. The “old man” manifests itself in lust and in cruelty, in jealousy and in envy, in hate and in resentment and in bitterness, in laziness and, oh, so many other ways. That man was crucified with Christ. 

Most of us are probably immediately reminded of Galatians 2:20, where the same apostle wrote: "I have been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I who live but Christ lives in me." The "old self" of Romans 6:6 is the same as the "I" of Galatians 2:20, who "no longer lives."

Let’s consider Galatians 2:20 in a little more detail: "I (the “OLD man” in Adam) have been crucified with Christ, nevertheless I (the NEW man in Christ) live, yet not I (the OLD man in Adam) but Christ lives in me (the NEW creation in Christ), and the life which I (the NEW man) now live in the flesh, I (the NEW man) live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me!" When we received Christ we became a "NEW man." The divine nature was imparted to us.

2nd Corinthians 5:17 puts it this way: "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new!" 
You put these passages together and you have the whole story. The old self was crucified and the old things passed away. God condemned the old man, judged him and poured out His wrath on him when the blessed Saviour died on the cross. My old man was crucified!   

Paul says it "WAS crucified"--It is done!  It is finished! You do not need to crucify the old man!  It is NOT something that YOU do. It is something that GOD has already DONE 2000 years ago!! When Jesus died, I, (as a man after the flesh) died too. I was seen by God on that cross with His blessed Son. 

How many people were crucified on Calvary?  Well, let’s see: There were the 2 thieves, and there was Christ Himself - three all together. But are these all?  Paul said in Galatians 2:20: "I have been crucified with Christ." He was there too; so that makes FOUR. 

And each believer can say: "My old man was crucified with Him, too." So untold millions were seen by God as hanging there on that cross dying with Christ. And this was not merely that our SINS were being dealt with, but that we ourselves as sinners, as children of Adam's fallen race, might be removed from under the wrath of God and our old standing come to an end forever.

But WHY was it necessary for the “old man” to DIE?  Well, Paul says in Romans 6:6: "our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with." 

Now this translation leaves a lot to be desired.  It doesn’t mean to be "done away with". If you think for one second that because you are now a believer you can’t sin any more, get serious!! That’s NOT what this verse is teaching. 

"Done away with" here means "to be rendered powerless." It has been rendered “inactive” and made “powerless” The idea is that through the new birth, the “old man” has DIED and is now unemployed. He has no control over us anymore.

Paul is saying that the crucifixion of the “old man” at Calvary means that the “body of sin” has been put out of commission. But what exactly is this “body of sin”? The “body of sin” is a reference to our physical, unredeemed bodies including our minds, emotions, and imaginations as they are dominated and controlled by SIN. It refers to my unredeemed body which SIN uses as its instrument.

We should understand that the BODY itself is not sinful; - the body is neutral. Our bodies are "bodies of sin," NOT because they are inherently sinful, but rather because they are easily dominated and controlled by SIN. They are the instruments that SIN uses to express itself. 

SIN cannot LIE and DECEIVE without the human tongue, it can’t STEAL, DESTROY and MURDER without human hands, etc. The human BODY can be controlled either by sin or by God. 

Rather, the term, “body of sin” refers to the believer’s physical body which is the vehicle or instrument of sin once dominated by the tyrannical sinful nature. The “body of sin” is done away with in the sense that it is, “annulled”, or “rendered inoperative” as a CONTROLLING power. In other words, the tyranny and domination of the sin nature has been broken! SIN for the believer is now a CHOICE!! 

The SAME Greek word for “done away with” is translated “loosed” in Romans 7:2.  If a woman’s husband DIES, she is “loosed” from the law of her husband and is free to marry again. There is a change in relationship. The law is still there, but it has no authority over the woman because her husband is DEAD. God has found a way to bring that old, rebellious life to an utter, complete END, and to begin a NEW life in Jesus Christ. 

Now that WE have died with Christ on the Cross of Calvary, not only has our PENALTY been paid, but SIN’S domination and stranglehold on our lives has been BROKEN! In Christ we no longer are enslaved to that sin nature because Christ destroyed its power in our lives. In a sense He has placed the PIN back in the grenade. It's rendered powerless unless we choose to take the PIN out and choose to sin!! This “body of sin” is trying to have power over us, but the Word of God says it doesn’t have power over us anymore. 

Some Christian might say, "Well, it does over ME!  I’ve been trying to quit smoking for years but I just can’t." The Word of God says, "Oh, yes you can!" Your problem is that YOU won’t.  It’s a case of, “you can if you will, but you can’t if you won’t”.

It’s as if the Apostle Paul is saying: "What? Do you not understand this? Who has bewitched you and told you that you have a habit in your life that you now can’t give up?" The “body of sin” has been rendered powerless and we have been set FREE from the power of SIN. 

That’s why, when I sin now, I have to confess it in order to restore fellowship with my Heavenly Father. As Christians, our relationship with our Father is so strong that NOTHING can break it, however, ONE single sin will shatter our fellowship with Him. The sin that I committed wasn’t something that just happened. Something didn’t MAKE me do it. I willingly CHOSE to do it. 

Will the Christian sin? Yes, he will from time to time!  A Christian will never reach “sinless perfection” in this life, however, God expects him to sin LESS!!

1st John 1:8-10 says that if we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But does he have to?  Strictly speaking, No!  Sin for him now is a CHOICE! 1st Corinthians 10:13: (Living Bible)

“But remember this--the wrong desires that come into your life aren't anything new and different. Many others have faced exactly the same problems before you. And no temptation is irresistible. You can trust God to keep the temptation from becoming so strong that you can't stand up against it, for he has promised this and will do what he says. He will show you how to escape temptation's power so that you can bear up patiently against it.”

This leaves us without excuse when we sin.  It is impossible for us to transfer the blame to someone else or to society or to God. Of course, that is the message our culture is giving us constantly--don't blame yourself, blame someone else. Rationalizations and excuses and justifications for SIN are everywhere. 

The experts have taken almost everything the Bible calls SIN and turned it into a disease or a syndrome. Often they just call it normal behaviour. Sometimes they even demand governmental protection for it. But God says SIN does not have to control us.  It’s up to each individual believer whether it does or not!!

I came across an illustration that really communicated this to me: 

One of the most famous experiments in psychology had to do with “conditioned reflexes”. It was performed by the Russian psychologist Ivan Pavlov on some DOGS. Pavlov would let his dogs become very hungry, and then he would feed them large quantities of delicious-smelling, enticing FOOD. They were so hungry they could do nothing but greedily demolish it. And every time he gave the dogs food he would ring a BELL. This went on for a period of time. 

Then one day he rang the BELL without waiting for the dogs to be hungry, and without giving them any actual food at all. But because the dogs had been SO conditioned to associate the SOUND of the BELL with the FOOD they had been so hungry for, when Pavlov simply RANG the bell they would DRIBBLE with saliva, just as they had done when he gave them food.

In a remarkably similar way, our response to SIN can also be viewed in terms of “conditioned reflexes”. There was a time when SIN had REAL authority over us, when it made us really hungry, and we had no choice but to EAT the food that was placed before us. It had an aroma that was absolutely overwhelming and the BELL would RING every time and we would jump in and eat every time!! 

But now that our “OLD” self has been crucified and we have DIED to sin, the ONLY thing left is the SOUND of the BELL, which SIN USES to try to stimulate the SAME response in us as when it had authority over us. And when SIN rings the bell, we can be made to think we HAVE to sin because we have been conditioned to associate the sensation of TEMPTATION with the absolute POWER OF SIN in our life. 

What we must DO is to choose to recognize that what ONCE owned us owns us no more. We have DIED to it!! And when we dare to BELIEVE that our God cannot lie and we apply these truths to our experience, our lives begin to be changed.

This real change in our behaviour is taking place in us because we have a new identity; we are united with Christ. In place of the “old man”, God gives the believer a NEW man - a self that is instinctively obedient and pleasing to God; this aspect of our person is that which was RAISED with Christ in His resurrection. The difficulty we experience is BELIEVING that our “old man” is really dead and that the predisposition to sin within us has been rendered powerless. 

It is a very savvy and wily former master of ours. There are times when SIN is so familiar that we are BLIND to what we are doing. So habitual are some sins that we are led down paths of temptation to do foolish things without even realizing it!! 

There are times when the ringing of the BELL is so persuasive that we feel as if we can really do nothing other than follow its bidding. In this case the experience of “newness of life” is less familiar to us than SIN is. It is important to recognize the emphasis that Paul therefore gives to the crucifying of the “old man” in this passage. 

In verse 3 Paul says that in baptism into Christ we have DIED and have been BURIED in death with Him. Now, not only did Christ's BODY die, but it was entombed, and a huge rock was rolled across the entrance of the tomb.  He was really dead! That is Paul's clear emphasis here. 

And just as certain is the fact that our “old man” was crucified, the body of sin rendered inoperative, so that we should no longer be slaves to SIN. But if we are not careful we may think of SIN as having been sent to its room rather than having been crucified, or of its having been tamed and having its knuckles rapped and somehow coming in line. 

We want to think that we can manage it a bit. But that will never work! What we have to do is see that SIN has no life left, it is gasping for breath! It can't command anymore, it can only ring the BELL and try to make us think we need to sin. It can only dredge up all the OLD memories and OLD habits, but we don't HAVE to do those things anymore!! 

But, WHY do we seem so bound to sin even after we experience the NEW BIRTH? Good question!

The reason is that our “old man” left behind habits and strongholds etched in our thoughts and emotions just as a person's spirit and soul leave behind a physical body at death. The “old man”, before he was crucified with Christ, trained and deeply “imprinted” himself on the FLESH. Everything that used to control us, that old nature of Adam that still has the propensity to sin, is still left in us. 

The primary reason a Christian tends to sin is because of an unrenewed MIND. GOD made the MENTAL part of us similar to a computer.  We can programme our MINDS so that certain actions and attitudes become AUTOMATIC. 

For instance, when we were children, it was a major effort to tie our shoelaces or button our shirts, but as adults, we can now perform those duties without even thinking about what we are doing. It's like it is just a part of us, but in actual fact, it was an ACQUIRED trait. 

Likewise, our “old man” RULED our thinking before we were born again. He taught us such things as selfishness, hatred, anger and fear, and placed within us the desire for SIN. For the Christian the “old man” is now GONE, but these negative facets of our lifestyle in Adam still remain. 

Just as a computer will continue to perform according to its original programming until reprogrammed, so our MINDS continue to lead us on the course that our “old man” charted. It will continue to do this UNTIL our MINDS are renewed through prayer, Bible study, church attendance and fellowship with other TRUE believers. We need to THINK the way GOD thinks and to SEE things from HIS perspective and this too will lead to the renewing of our MINDS.

Though we may still choose to sin, It is truly liberating to learn that we do not HAVE to make that choice anymore. Therefore, I can change through the renewing of my MIND because ALL that I WAS as the "man of old," the unsaved man with all of my bad habits and desires was nailed to Christ’s cross and crucified with Him! We have to know and BELIEVE that our old man is dead, then through the daily renewing of our MINDS we destroy the REMNANTS that the “old man” left behind, with the end result being that we will NOT serve sin any longer.

If we let the “NEW man” within us influence the MIND, the WILL, and the EMOTIONS, then we will find the battle less intense. When you learn HOW to let that wonderful, risen life of Jesus Christ take over in your life, you will have the power to say “NO” to sin and “YES” to the things of God. 

It is a fact of history that Jesus Christ died on the cross. It is also a fact of history that the believer died with Him; and as our verse 7 says:” For he who has died has been freed {justified} from sin.”
I don’t know why the translators translated it "freed." When I tell you what it means, you’ll understand. The Greek word translated here as “freed” is a word that is usually translated as “JUSTIFIED.” - to be declared RIGHTEOUS. The word is “DIKAIOO”.

This verse is put in a beautiful way. Literally it reads: “He who has died is justified from sin.” Christians have been "freed" from SIN but that doesn't automatically mean all Christians experience that freedom. 

Through ignorance and deception, SATAN continues to maintain mastery over those who have not yet realized their death and resurrection with Christ.

Notice that this verse does NOT say “free TO sin” as Paul’s accusers falsely stated; but “freed FROM sin.” Just as sin and death have no dominion over Christ, we are “in Christ”; therefore, sin and death have no dominion over us. 

We need to remember that Jesus Christ not only died “FOR sin,” but He also died “UNTO sin.” That is, He not only paid the penalty for sin, but He broke the power of sin. 

The verb "freed" can mean either to be declared to be free from the old sinful nature or acquitted from the guilt and penalty of sin. The believer is never completely freed from the possibility of sinning in this life (though he cannot habitually live in sin, but he is justified from sin--that is, declared righteous in Christ. 

When a criminal has been put to death, the LAW has no further claim on them! And Paul here argues that in Christ’s death WE are dead, and therefore legally FREE from the master to whose power, for our sins, we were justly surrendered. Not only have we been set free to choose not to sin, but a new power to resist sin has been given to us. 

Paul’s readers being very familiar with SLAVERY, could easily comprehend that when a slave died he was freed from his master’s service. By analogy then, when one has DIED to SIN he is no longer the slave of sin and is freed from the service to sin. But our slavery to sin can only be broken by DEATH. That’s why God crucified our “old man” with Christ at Calvary!

In the 1960 film “Spartacus”, Kirk Douglas, played the escaped slave SPARTACUS, who led a brief but widespread slave rebellion in ancient Rome.  At one point in the movie Spartacus says: “DEATH is the only freedom a slave knows. That’s why he is not afraid of it.” 

We are set free from SIN because the “old man” has died with Jesus on the cross. Now a NEW man, a FREE man, lives.

The point of Romans 6 is that we are not FORCED to sin. If we DO sin, it is NOT because we could not help ourselves.  It is because we have willingly CHOSEN to do so. When we sin we have no one to blame but ourselves.  This is a liberating truth. 

There are many things about us that we cannot control. I cannot, for example, do anything about the way my parents raised me. But if what happened to me in the PAST determines how I act now, then I am a helpless victim who cannot control my actions. 

But the issue of sin is something we, as believers, now have control over. In Christ we can say “NO” to sin. Anytime you are faced with the temptation to sin, the reality of the matter is that you do NOT have to submit. You can leave the PIN in the grenade and you can ignore the ringing of the BELL!!  You now have the POWER to do this! It simply is an exercise of your WILL.

As believers, we now have the POWER to emphatically say “NO” to sin’s demands and with each time that we say “NO”, we will become stronger and more confident! However, conversely, each time that you surrender again to sin, the weaker you become and the further you drift away from service to God.

Jesus Christ has given us the victory, so walk in it! Your life will be so much more meaningful, happy and different if you do!

MESSAGE 57

Romans 6:8-10
8.  “Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,

9.  knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. 

10.  For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.” 

VERSE 8:“Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,” 
The word "IF" is a Greek first class conditional, so it should be translated "since" or "because". We need to understand that we who DIED with Jesus at Calvary, also AROSE with Him from the tomb. When HE died, WE died!  When HE arose, WE arose!  We are in Him! What affected HIM has affected US!!

It stands to reason that if the believer is identified with Jesus in His DEATH, we are also identified with Him in His RESURRECTION. In other words, when HE died, WE died. When HE arose, WE arose! And, just as HE was altered after the resurrection, so too, believers are changed by being allowed to partake of His life right now! The idea here is not only of life in Heaven, but of everyday life right NOW.

Do you remember what Jesus said in John 10:10? .”I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”

We receive life the moment that we accept Jesus as our Saviour and the more that we let the Holy Spirit have His way in our life, the more abundantly we enjoy this life. Just as Jesus came forth out of death to live a new life, so too the believer is raised from the deadness of sin to walk a new life by the power of Christ’s resurrection. 

This is the essence of 2nd Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”

Note also that the word, "believe" in verse 8 is a present tense verb. This means that every morning we get up we are to lay hold of this great truth that it is no longer WE who live but CHRIST Who lives in us and through us. The Holy life of God has somehow been intertwined into my life. He now permanently lives in me!  I have been grafted into Christ and united together with Him in His death. We are now forever inseparable! That’s the whole idea that Paul is trying to get across. 

The word, “believe” means that what we say we understand, we are allowing to control our lives. The word "believe" means—to give yourself up to; to give over to; to take yourself out of your own keeping and entrust yourself into HIS keeping; - throw your full weight upon. 

What do we believe? We believe that through faith in Christ we have been declared NOT GUILTY by God and justified by Him. We believe we have DIED to sin with Christ. We believe we have been baptized into His death. We believe we have been raised to walk in the newness of HIS life in us. We are believing this every moment, every day. 

Every day that I live I have to believe that Christ’s life is IN me and that’s what enables and empowers me to live for Him. If I do sin, that knowledge and the indwelling Holy spirit convicts me so that I can bring it back to the cross and confess it to my Heavenly Father. Suddenly we see that SIN is what He had to die for, and when that really sinks in our relationship to sin changes. 

Here is the complete package of our identity in Christ: we DIED with Him, we LIVE with Him. In Adam, DEATH followed life. In Christ, LIFE follows death. 

Too often we think in terms of what we will have when we are with the Lord. But believer, we are with Him right now.  The greatest riches a person can have lie in possessing Him who promises, “I will never leave you nor forsake you”. (Hebrews 13:5)

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit at salvation sets us into union with Him in His DEATH and in His RESURRECTION. WE live because HE lives, and the only life we can now lead is life with Him. We cannot live solo any longer apart from Him: - that life has DIED. Our only life is with HIM; in fact, He is our only life now, the life lived through us. 

In verse 2, Paul asked: "How shall we who died to sin still live in it?" 
We simply cannot, because we have died with Christ to sin, and the life we now live is life with Christ. To continue to live as we once did, in sin, would not in any way be consistent with our death and resurrection in Christ. A godless lifestyle of habitual sin is therefore totally incompatible with our union with Christ in His death and resurrection.

The death of Christ ended an era in our lives. It closed that ugly chapter of our lives marked by sin and destined for death. It was but one event, ending the death-grip of SIN on our lives. 

Our death with Christ is ONE side of the truth. The OTHER side is that we shall also live with Him. We died to SIN; we live to righteousness. As believers, sin’s dominion over us has been shattered.

If you are a true believer, you have eternal life right now! We share Christ’s resurrection life here and now!  - and we shall share it for all eternity!!  Praise His Name!

So knowing what justification is all about we can now walk in a whole new way of life. We believe this and are persuaded by it to the point that we are willing to alter our lifestyle (empowered even in this act by His grace) and to live accordingly. 

Paul said in essence the same thing in Galatians 2:20: -  it was no longer Paul that lived this life but Christ in Him living His life through him. So we can see why both Paul and the apostle John said that a true believer cannot continue a lifestyle of habitual sin with the same relationship to his sin nature as he had prior to salvation, because we have Christ’s life within us. 

The issue is: Do you believe this? Do you trust in this fact that Paul is stating? FAITH is the key!  We must believe and trust God’s facts!  Never rely on feelings!!  They are usually quite fickle and unreliable.

God has revealed the facts about our identification with Christ and our position in Him. Faith must rest down upon these facts. All true believers have not only been CO-CRUCIFIED with Christ, but CO-RISEN with Him also! I shared in His DEATH and I share also in His LIFE!

Faith, belief and trust is always based upon knowledge of that which is trusted, so in the next verse Paul says:.

VERSE 9: “knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him.” 

Many Christians today lack vital Biblical knowledge. God, speaking through the prophet Hosea, said in Hosea 4:6: "My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge". 

Walking in and experiencing the JOY of resurrection power in our physical life is dependent on KNOWING certain things. We need to know the facts!

The apostle Paul has been emphasizing this very thing for some time. This theme appears first in verse 3: “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?”
Then it appears again in verse 6: “knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.”
And again in verses 8 & 9: “Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 9.  knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him.”

What the Apostle is saying to us here is this: -  sanctification begins with knowledge, specifically the knowledge that when CHRIST died, WE died. That is, our “old self” was crucified with Him. But Jesus rose from the dead, so death is no longer His master. Therefore, IF WE ALSO rose with Him, and we did, the sin that caused His death is no longer master over us. 

Knowledge of these facts is essential, for if a person doesn't know that the power of the sin nature has been rendered inoperative, he may well keep on fighting the same old battles. The word, "Knowing" in verse 9 is the Greek word “eido.” It is not the word for experientially knowing, as Paul used earlier. 

This is the word for intuitive knowing based on something factual that occurred in the past. I just know it!  Nobody had to teach me this. I came to know and still know these truths about Christ’s death and therefore, I know something else intuitively.  What do I know? “that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him.” 

The Lord Jesus absolutely defeated physical death on the cross. The penalty for sin is death and Christ paid that penalty. Christ came under the authority of death when He bore the penalty for our sins. But now that He has been raised, He will never die again. There was one death and one resurrection.  That dealt with all sin for time and eternity. 

When we became identified with Christ through FAITH, our sins were also dealt with for time and eternity. So if you have believed in Christ you have been permanently set FREE from the penalty and power of sin! 

This does NOT mean that sin does not have its allurements or attractions, even to the believer. 

Hebrews 11:25 states that Moses chose to suffer affliction with the people of God rather than to enjoy the PASSING, FLEETING pleasures of sin. Sin is enticing and, even for a time, pleasurable.  But it can have explosive, far-reaching consequences! 

But thanks be to God, the sin nature is no longer an overpowering, controlling force to the believer. When you DO decide to sin, it can only be concluded that it was your own wilful choice. Sin for the true believer is a choice!

How do we practically apply Romans 6 to our lives? When the temptation to sin arises we must remind ourselves that the authority of sin has been broken and rendered inoperative in our lives. Because of our identification with Jesus Christ we do not have to respond to those temptations anymore. We need to tell ourselves that we died to sin and then, walk away from it; or better still, FLEE from it as Joseph did! 

The tragedy is that when we choose to yield and give in to the temptation, we mutiny and rebel against God. In essence we are saying: “God I know I am now free from the power of sin, but I have chosen to rebel against You with this particular sin.” 

Beloved, we are NOT helpless victims any longer. We cannot say, “I just couldn’t help it. I had no control.”   That is no longer true for the believer.

I want to tell you something; - Jesus Christ right this very moment is our great High Priest, and He can never die! Isn’t that wonderful? He is a Man!  A resurrected Man!  

He is the unique God-Man of the universe now seated at the right hand of the throne of the Father. He can never die, and His life is MY life. Therefore, that means that I have eternal life in Him. 

What kind of life do I share? Eternal life, endless, quality life! Because of my eternal union with Christ, I share in His endless life. In Christ’s life I live!  Indeed, He IS my life!! 

Colossians 3:3 says: “For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.”

Because of our identification with Christ in His death, God wants us to consider ourselves as having died with Him. Death has no more dominion over Christ and it has no more dominion over me! Death may take place with this body of flesh that presently encases the REAL me. 

But that just means separation, and the moment it takes place, immediately I am in the Presence of the Lord. As a believer I never ever have to face the fear of death because Christ has conquered death! Death is no longer banishment, for the believer; - it is a return from exile; - a going home to the many mansions where our Christian loved ones already dwell. 

Remember that the moment our eyes close in death on earth they open in Heaven! Death is a piece of cake for us because the Lord Jesus has defeated death! Death will not reign over ME, nor will it reign over YOU if you are a TRUE believer in Jesus Christ. 

How do I know that?  Because He lives forever! HIS life is MY life, and I live forever with Him.  SO WHY ON EARTH SHOULD I FEAR DEATH?

Notice that Paul's focus throughout this entire passage is on Christ Himself, NOT necessarily on US. His mention of us is always and only in context to us "WITH Christ" or us "IN Christ." So, if our Lord Jesus dies no more because of His resurrection, and death rules over Him no more; the SAME applies to US, because we are so totally and forever united with Him through the baptism of the Holy Spirit. That is the summary of Paul's argument throughout this whole passage.

VERSE 10:“For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.” 

This doctrine of Christ dying ONCE is important and is emphasized in such passages as: Hebrews 9:26, 28; 10:10-14; 1st Peter 3:18. 

Let’s look at four passages of Scripture that make this clear.

Hebrews 7:26-27:-

26.  For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has become higher than the heavens; 

27.  who does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the people's, for this He did once for all when He offered up Himself”.
Hebrews 9:28:-

“so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.”
Hebrews 10:10:-

“By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all”.
I Peter 3:18:-

“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit,”
If Christ must die again then this would mean that His death was not sufficient and His work on the cross was not finished. (see John 19:30 and 17:4). However, in John 19:30 while hanging on the cross and just prior to the moment that the Lord Jesus dismissed His spirit into the Father’s care, He shouted, “It is finished”.

Then, in John 17:40 at the time that Jesus submitted His final report to the Father just before going to Calvary, he said: “…..I have finished the work   which You have given Me to do.” His soon-coming death on the cross was already a “fait accompli” in His mind.

Notice that verse 10 says that Christ "died to SIN." It does not say that He "died to SINS." That’s because Romans 6 deals with "SIN" the nature (the ROOT), not with "SINS" (the rotten FRUIT). It deals with deliverance from the power of the sin nature, NOT from the penalty of sins. This is the emphasis of chapters 6-8. 

You will recall that Christ's death for our personal SINS was the emphasis of Romans chapters 3 and 4. (in Romans 4:7, 25 we see the use of the PLURAL; - "INIQUITIES", "SINS",  "OFFENCES", etc. However, in Romans 6:10 Christ is said to have died once-for-all "to SIN". (the Greek noun “harmartia” – the sin nature) And since believers are identified with Him, I can say, "I died once-for-all to SIN (IN Him)."  

I like Kenneth Wuest’s translation of this verse: “For the death He died, He died with respect to our sinful nature once for all. But the life He lives, He lives with respect to God.” 

By virtue of our position in and union with Christ by Spirit baptism, what happened to Christ, in His death, burial, resurrection and ascension is also true of US.

Romans 6:10 should be connected with Romans 8:3, where the death of Christ is said to have "condemned SIN in the flesh." "SINS" the FRUIT are forgiven (notice the plural "SINS" in Acts 10:43; 2:38; 3:19; Luke 24:47; etc.), but "SIN" the NATURE is condemned (not forgiven). Our sin nature is never said to be forgiven; it is condemned.  It is the SINS that we have committed that are forgiven! God does NOT forgive our sin nature (the source of sin) but he condemned it at Calvary. 

Romans 8:3:- For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: [as a sin offering, for sin the fruit] He condemned sin [the sin nature] in the flesh,”
As a Sacrifice for SIN, Christ condemned SIN in the flesh. He died not only for the SINS which we commit, (1 Peter 3:18) but also, for our SIN NATURE. In other words, He died for what we ARE just as much as for what we have DONE!

Paul says that Christ "died to sin once for all". Death in the Bible often speaks of separation. Positionally I have been separated from the source of sin (the old man, the sin nature, etc.). I am no longer positionally in the old Adamic flesh (see Romans 8:9), though it is still experientially in me.

Because of our identification with Christ we have a brand new position in Him. No longer are we in the first Adam, the head of the OLD creation to which we once belonged, but we are in the Last Adam, the Head of the NEW creation.  

2nd Corinthians 5:17:-“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”

Our "old [Adamic] man" includes all that we were in Adam positionally; thus, in the crucifixion of our “old man” with Christ, our history in Adam comes to a complete END; we are cut off and separated from our former position and standing in the first/old Adam. 

The believer does not need to die unto sin every day. Christ died to sin ONCE. The believer also positionally died to sin ONCE (nearly 2000 years ago). I do not need to keep dying . . . I DIED! When Christ died, I died! 

That Christ died to sin has a double meaning. Firstly, He died to pay the PENALTY of our sin. Romans 6:23 says, "The wages of SIN is DEATH." Jesus' DEATH on the cross met sin's demand. Since believers have died with Christ, their debt has been paid by Him. 

Therefore, the ultimate choice for anyone is this: Either pay for your own sin in hell forever because of your rejection of Jesus Christ, or allow Christ to pay the penalty for you. The choice is yours. 

God graciously offers mankind, through His beloved Son Jesus Christ, an unconditional free pardon or a fair trial. I’m sure glad I chose the free pardon!

Secondly, Jesus died to render inoperative the dominating and controlling power of the sin nature. Christ not only died to abolish sin's penalty, but also to break sin's power. 

Paul declared in 2nd Corinthians 5:21 that God had made Christ, " who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”

It is incomprehensible to imagine the sum total of the world's sin on Christ's shoulders, but the fact is that by dying on the cross and rising from the dead, He paid the penalty for our sin and also broke the power of the sin nature. He then allowed the believer to enter a new state of no longer being under the domination of sin.

Augustus Toplady no doubt had the two-pronged nature of Christ's death in mind when in his hymn "Rock of Ages" he wrote, “be of sin the double cure; save from wrath and make me pure.” 

As the believer dies with Christ, he is saved from God's wrath and is also progressively made pure because he died to the dominating power of his sin nature through Christ. A Christian is not simply a person who receives forgiveness, who gets to go to Heaven, who receives the Holy Spirit, or who receives a new nature. 

A Christian has become someone he was not before. A Christian in terms of his most essential nature, is a child of God, a masterpiece and a citizen of Heaven. It is not only positionally true in the mind of God, but also actually true here on earth. 

John Newton's life was wretched before he came to Christ. After his conversion he wrote: "I am not what I ought to be. I am not what I wish to be. I am not even what I hope to be. But by the cross of Christ and by His grace, I am NOT what I WAS." 

Paul goes on to say: "but the life that He lives, He lives to (the) God." 

When the Lord Jesus died, He died to the whole subject of sin once for all. He died to sin’s claims, its wages, its demands and its penalty. He finished the work and settled the account so perfectly that it never needs to be repeated. Death to sin is a done deal!

But the Life He lives, and His life we share, goes on and on:  Paul says: “Now the life that He lives, He lives to God.”
In one sense, of course, He always lived to God. But now He lives to God in a NEW relationship, as the Risen One, and in a new sphere, where sin can never enter.

When you see the word "God" with a definite article behind it, which it has here, it means “God the Father”. Jesus daily lives His life to God the Father; even though He is God, His whole life is given to the Father. Therefore, if He lives unto God, and He is God, then we, having His life, are spiritually and supernaturally drawn to God. Did you know that?  That’s how God does it. 

That’s why Philippians 2:13 says: “for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.”

This means that it is GOD Who puts within us the wish or desire to do His will in the first place. Then He also works in us the POWER to carry out the desire. The Holy Spirit is the One Who is pulling me and moving me like a mighty current towards God the Father. It’s the Holy Spirit of God Who is doing it from within, changing us and progressively transforming us into the image of Christ.

Paul’s point boils down to this: If all these things are true about Christ's death (and they ARE), and if our old self died when HE died (and we DID), and if we rose as a new self when HE rose (which we DID), then we can be certain that that decisive event will have lasting results for us. We will live with Him, now and for eternity.

So far, all that Paul has told us relates to what the believer must KNOW about his death to SIN. Knowledge takes the monkey off our back and produces confidence in our hearts that victory is possible. But there is more to victory than just mere knowledge, so let’s look at the next couple of verses and then tie it all together and show how to really live a victorious Christian life.

MESSAGE 58

Romans 6:11

DO YOU HAVE AN IDENTITY PROBLEM?

Before moving into a new section in Romans 6, let’s briefly review the first 10 verses of that chapter. The general subject is “sanctification” – God’s method for holy living. 

As to our standing before God, we are seen as having died with Christ and having risen with Him.  This is pictured in full immersion water baptism which takes place AFTER a person has been born again. Our death with Christ ends our history as men and women in Adam.

God’s sentence on our “old man” was not reformation but DEATH.  And that death sentence was carried out when we died with Christ. Now as a new creation, we are risen with Christ to walk in newness of life. Sin’s tyranny over us has been broken, because sin has nothing to say to a dead person. (we have died to sin)  Now we are free to live for God.

In verses 1-10, Paul has presented TWO main facts:

1. The believer now stands in a position of a permanent relationship of freedom to the sinful nature and need not obey it anymore. He is now disengaged from the evil nature which has no power over him anymore.  He is Scot free from it and can say an emphatic “NO” to it.

2. The divine nature has been imparted to the believer in which he or she is given both the DESIRE and the POWER to do God’s will and to regulate their lives in accordance with the Word of God. Our death to sin and resurrection to life with Christ is already a reality in our SPIRITS but it will only become a PHYSICAL reality as we KNOW and BELIEVE and APPLY these truths in our everyday lives. 

Paul has described what is true of us positionally.  Now he is going to turn to the practical outworking of this truth in our daily lives. This is so important as a great many Christians go through life struggling from day to day, from hour to hour, from month to month with one problem after the other. And so many Christians struggle with the same sins over and over again, month after month, and year after year, so much so that they feel as if they never make any progress at all.  

Are there any secrets? Are there any steps we should take? Are there any things that we can discover from God's Word that can help us live victoriously this week and every week? The answer to that question is a resounding “YES!”

Previously, I made reference to the “K.R.Y.” formula, which if used by the believer, will ensure a victorious and happy Christian life on earth. But to achieve that, we’ve got to KNOW something, we’ve got to RECKON something, and when we get to verse 13, we will see that we’ve got to YIELD something. Taken together, they're God's prescription for the believer's walk in victory.

Let’s start with the first TWO steps: Step ONE: We need to KNOW certain Biblical truths!

Today, many believers lack vital Biblical knowledge, but Paul says over and over again that there are Biblical principles that we simply MUST KNOW. In Romans 6:3 we read: “Or do you not know..” Verse 6 adds: “knowing this,” Verse 9 also says: “knowing that…”
True spirituality begins with a proper knowledge and understanding of what God has done for you. If you don't understand what God has done for you, steps two and three aren't going to work in your life. 

It all begins with understanding what God did in your life the moment you believed and trusted in Jesus Christ. He gave you a brand-new life and transferred you from the kingdom of Satan into the Kingdom of God. 

A “B.C.” AND “A.D.” BIOGRAPHY: 

A biography is a written account of someone's true life story.  Each of us has a biography, a true life story. However, the unique thing about Christians is that we have TWO biographies: a story BEFORE Christ, and an eternal story AFTER Christ saved us by faith. We had an OLD identity, our old self, that DIED when we met Christ. And we have an ongoing history about our new identity, our true self, in Jesus Christ. 

It is imperative that we view our lives this way: - DEAD to our old identity in sin, and ALIVE to God forever in our NEW IDENTITY in Jesus Christ. Our baptism into Jesus Christ becomes a hinge between our "BC" life BEFORE Christ and our "AD" life AFTER deliverance when Christ came into our lives. 

The whole story of your life can be written in TWO volumes. Volume ONE would be called: "What I was like BEFORE I knew Jesus Christ."  Volume TWO could be called: "What my life has become since believing and trusting in Christ."

It's like those advertisements you see for Jenny Craig: "I used to weigh 145 kilos until I started going to Jenny Craig. Now I weigh 70 kilos dripping wet."  OR, it's like those old advertisements that used to say: "I used to be a 50 kilo weakling. Then I signed up with “Fitness First” and now I'm a muscle man." 

Thus our lives are divided into TWO distinct eras, in the same way human history is divided. 

In Romans 6:11 we are going to speak about the TWO biographies of each truly born-again Christian. We will discover the secret to accepting the reality of our passing away to sin. We will discover the secret to being disengaged from the power of our sin nature and making all this REAL in our everyday experiences in life. Paul begins Romans 6:11 with a phrase meant both to summarize what he had been saying in Romans 6:1-10, and to APPLY that truth in our everyday lives. 

Let’s now look at Romans 6:11: “Likewise you also, reckon {consider} yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Verse 11 begins with "Likewise." This word is crucial to Paul’s explanation and it is referring back to the truths he has just given in the first ten verses of the chapter. In effect, Paul is saying: “You must know and fully believe what I have just said, or else what I am about to say will make no sense to you”. 

Here is the logical end to Paul's whole argument in this section, and the end is a solemn command. This is the first command found in the book of Romans.  As such, we must give it great weight in our minds. So, what is the command? 

First, it is emphatic: Paul wants to draw special attention to this command. Here we will find Step TWO of the “K.R.Y.” formula, which if used by the believer, will ensure a victorious and happy Christian life on earth.

Paul tells us that we must "RECKON" or “CONSIDER” ourselves “DEAD to sin”. In the NASB this word “RECKON” is translated "CONSIDER" and in the N.I.V. it is translated, “COUNT”. These terms are helpful in getting a good handle on the meaning, for this word “RECKON” takes us a step further than “KNOWLEDGE”. 

The root verb here is “logizomai”, which means: "to weigh in your mind on a balancing scale”, to “consider”, to "count it as true," - "to cement it in your mind as a fact," - "to get ready to act on the basis of this truth". 

This is the same verb we saw in Romans 4:3: "And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness."

In chapter 4, GOD did the reckoning, declaring the one who lives by faith to be righteous. That verb appears eleven times in Romans chapter four but it doesn't appear in Romans again until it is our turn to consider it here in Romans 6:11. 

We are solemnly commanded by Paul to weigh in our minds, to reflect, to consider to the point of certain knowledge, our IDENTITY in Jesus Christ. Paul's use of this word is significant: God “reckoned” who we are, declaring us RIGHTEOUS by faith in Jesus Christ. 

Now we are commanded to AGREE with our God, considering and knowing who we are in Jesus Christ, knowing our IDENTITY in Him. This is one of the dominant themes running through Romans. 

To “RECKON” means to count on the fact that God has actually done what He said He would do. It means to count on the fact that if God said it, He meant it, and therefore He did it. It means to live on the basis of the fact that God wasn't kidding when He said He would do this, therefore He did it, and therefore you can count on it!!

“Reckoning” is not claiming a promise but acting upon a FACT. It's not make-believe. It is believing that what God has said He would do, He really did do. Therefore it really is true. Therefore you can depend upon it. Therefore you can stake your life upon it and therefore it's an absolute FACT!!

In other words, the believer must actually RECKON himself DEAD to sin. God says it’s true; so start living like it! Put it into everyday practice from now on!

This is a significant point of departure in the book of Romans: you ought to put a "star" by this verse in your Bible. The verb here is in the imperative mood, the first time a command is invoked in the book. And since we are to reckon ourselves TO BE, this command is all about who we are: - our IDENTITY. 

In other words, we are to reflect on and come to know beyond a shadow of a doubt WHO WE ARE, based on all that Paul has said in Romans 6:1 to 6:10. We are no longer to ask: "Who am I?", but to ask: "Who does GOD say that I am?" We are not to be asking ourselves as Hamlet did: "To be or not to be? That is the question ...," ending up as confused as he was. 

Instead, we are to weigh on the scales of our minds who we are based on who GOD says we are. No one else's opinion really matters in the end. I am to know who I am in Jesus Christ as surely and confidently as I know my own name. 

The reality the apostle Paul wants our minds to take hold of is that our identity changed absolutely at the point that we believed in Jesus Christ and were baptized into Him and into His death. The change is so absolute that only the language of DEATH and NEW LIFE can even approach a description of it. 

I have often thought about how awesome that moment of conversion really is: one profound choice unleashed an instantaneous change of such magnitude that we will spend eternity comprehending it.

This verb “RECKON” is a present imperative, meaning it could just as accurately be translated: "CONTINUALLY RECKON yourselves to be ..." We should make a habit of “REGULARLY reckoning ourselves to be…..” The colossal point Paul is making here is that our IDENTITY HAS CHANGED FOREVER. 

The weight of this command is also noted by Paul's emphatic use of the second person pronoun “humeis”. Paul's command is very forcefully stated. He uses the language of identity here:

The emphatic "YOU reckon yourselves to be……"In other words, God wants YOU to do this.  HE is not going to do it for you!! 

This is like Paul the preacher pointing his finger at his readers and at us and saying: "YOU must know who you are in light of this enormous,  mind-boggling change. YOU are: as dead to sin as our living CHRIST is!! YOU are: as alive to God as our living CHRIST is!! There is no going back to the way it was before!!! The change in your identity has been too great!!!"

Thus, the command here is that we are to consider our identity as utterly CHANGED and to KNOW WHO we are IN CHRIST. We are now permanently indwelled by the Holy Spirit, and are baptized into Christ. 

We are joined with Him by His Spirit in His death and His resurrection life, and by this spiritual union that changes our identity, we now must RECKON ourselves to be DEAD to sin. We must by solemn command KNOW ourselves as being as DEAD TO SIN as our RISEN CHRIST is, and as ALIVE to GOD as our RISEN CHRIST is!!! OUR life is swallowed up in HIS; in fact, HE IS OUR LIFE!! This is WHO we are through our baptism into Christ by the Holy Spirit!

I like Paul's statement in our verse 11 where he tells us to reckon ourselves to be: - "dead INDEED to sin." Paul wants us to comprehend that death very clearly, so much so that he describes it as: "dead INDEED." This means really dead, really corpse-like, devoid of life, dead as a door nail. 

As Christ died “once for all” to sin on the cross and we are ONE with Him, we must see ourselves as “dead INDEED to sin” as well. SIN must become like poison for us; as detestable for us as it is unthinkable for Him as the resurrected Lord of the universe. The idea of "dead indeed" is maybe better translated as "dead absolutely." 

This death to sin is thus seen as past, finished and completed in Christ. We reckon ourselves dead to sin when we respond to temptation as a DEAD man would. 

Let me give you an example: One day Augustine, one of the early church fathers, was accosted by a woman who had been his mistress before his conversion. When he turned and walked away quickly, she called after him: “Augustine, it’s ME!! It’s ME!! Quickening his pace, he called back over his shoulder: ”Yes, I know, but it’s no longer ME!!”

What he meant was that he was dead to sin and alive to God. A dead man has nothing to do with immorality, lying, cheating, gossiping, or any other sin.

WE must also consider ourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. This is no game of 'let's pretend'; believers should consider themselves to be what GOD has in fact MADE them. 

So who are we to be in Christ? Well, as the next clause in verse 11 says, we are to be "ALIVE to God". But, how can we be "alive to God?" Only IN CHRIST JESUS our Lord!! 

It means that we are called to holiness, worship, prayer, service and fruit-bearing IN CHRIST. This is Paul's summary statement of his entire discourse on our oneness with Christ through the baptism of the Holy Spirit: we are now IN CHRIST JESUS. This is Paul's great summarization of our identity, stated ten times in eleven verses in Ephesians 1:3-14: our identity is no longer in ADAM, no longer in SIN, but IN CHRIST FOREVER! 

Beloved, as believers, this is who we are now and forevermore. My life cannot be seen as a solo, independent, individual life any longer: my life is wrapped up forever in Christ's life, in Him who is my life forever. But how can we follow this command in verse 11? Simply by making it our lifelong passion to live life and make choices every day based only on our identity in Christ. 

Paul's identity was so embedded in Jesus Christ that his own life had become completely dissolved into the life of CHRIST, Who in fact had become Paul's life. 

Paul wrote this into his letters in Galatians 2:20 and Colossians 3:3-4. 

In Galatians 2:20 Paul says "I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me;…” )

Paul understood his identity in Christ, agreeing with God about who he was. It is no mistake, therefore, that Paul in his first command in this book asks us to likewise consider OUR IDENTITY in Christ, agreeing with God that we are in Christ, having died to sin and been made alive to God.

This is so close to Paul's heart because Paul himself lived TWO distinctly sequential lives. He first lived the life of a Hebrew of Hebrews, rabbinical star student under Gamaliel, a Pharisee. Paul was the most zealous persecutor of Christians, until that momentous day when the risen Jesus Christ invaded his life on the Damascus road, blinding the man who thought he saw so well. 

On that Damascus road, Paul the persecutor DIED. On that Damascus road, Paul the Christian missionary and evangelist was BORN. Paul's FIRST biography ended on that Damascus road. 

Paul's SECOND biography is still being written in the Heavenlies. As Paul later wrote in 2nd Corinthians 5:17: “if anyone is IN CHRIST, he is a new creation;…….”
Paul had TWO biographies: one complete and finished, - one being forever written. The SAME is true of every Christian. Our IDENTITY was changed forever at the moment of our salvation and this is how we must see ourselves, according to Paul's emphatic command in Romans 6:11. 

Knowing our identity in Christ is the FIRST step to victorious Christian living.  But not only is this the first step in Christian living, it is a KEY to the ongoing Christian walk. I do not think it possible to overemphasize the importance of KNOWING OUR IDENTITY in Jesus Christ. Sadly, this seems to be one of the best kept secrets in Christendom!!

Paul ends verse 11 by telling us about OUR two biographies. 

Our FIRST biography is a completed work, with the exhaustive tale of our birth in Adam in sin, our life in Adam in sin, and our death in Christ TO sin. That first biography ends on a strangely wonderful note: we DIED in Christ. We were entombed with Him in the special tomb newly hewn for Joseph of Arimathea. The curious thing about the FIRST biography of every Christian is that it ENDS the same way for everyone:

It ends something like this: “Then drawn by the Holy Spirit to the Father, he believed in Jesus Christ as his Lord and Saviour. At that moment, He became absolutely united with Christ in ALL things, across ALL times. He died with Christ to sin. His OLD identity, his old self, was crucified with Christ, that his “body of sin” might be done away with. He is no longer a slave to sin; for he who has died is freed from sin.” Sin shall not have dominion over him, for he is not under LAW but under GRACE.”   - THE END

That OLD life in Adam has come to a screeching halt. That OLD biography is on the bookshelf, and we can read it with the freedom of complete detachment. 

If you could read and reflect on the story of YOUR life before you met Christ, you would be reading the biography of someone who has DIED!! You can be relaxed and freely detached in reading that story, since that person is dead and gone. It is no different than reading a biography of Winston Churchill or Fanny Crosby.  They are also dead and gone.

To consider this as Paul has instructed us to do, consider going home and pulling out an old family photo album, especially one from the time when you were not yet a Christian. Look at the pictures of the person you once WERE but are no longer. Look at each picture, and KNOW beyond a shadow of a doubt that from God's perspective, that person no longer exists!! Every sin that person committed in the past has been paid for in full by Jesus Christ, and freely forgiven. 

WHERE IS YOUR CITIZENSHIP?: If you know Jesus Christ, you're not a citizen of this world any more. You're a citizen of the Kingdom of Heaven. The moment you said “YES” to Jesus Christ, God gave you a new passport and its got a stamp on it that says “KINGDOM OF HEAVEN”. 

That's a great, defining spiritual truth. You can't go back any more. You can't pretend that you are still a citizen of this world. You've got to RECKON yourself, you've got to COUNT yourself, you've got to CONSIDER yourself transferred by God from one kingdom to another. You can't live the way you used to live because you're NOT the same person you used to be. 

You've been changed.  You've been transformed. – You’ve been born again! Your citizenship has been transferred from the kingdom of the world to the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Colossians 1:13:-“He has delivered us from the power of darkness and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,”

Since we are dead, what are we supposed to do? We must reckon ourselves DEAD to the things of this world and ALIVE to the things of God through the Holy Spirit. 

Colossians 3:1-3:-

1.  “If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 

2.  Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 

3.  For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.”

When we can finally see that we are dead and that any life we hope to live must be lived through us by GOD, then we are ready to be free from the bondage of sin.

In 1982 an unusual thing happened on the island of Guam. A Japanese soldier, Lt. Onoda came out of the jungle.  He had been living in the jungle for 37 years, since the end of World War II. Why? Because when the news came at the end of the war, he wouldn't believe that Japan had surrendered and the war was over. 

For 37 years, during the prime of his life, Lt. Onoda remained ignorant of the fact that his leader, the Emperor of Japan, had been defeated and had signed an unconditional surrender. So for 37 years he lived like a foraging animal in the mosquito-ridden jungle depriving himself of all the benefits that this freedom could bring him.

Let me ask you a question.  During those 37 years was he legally free? He certainly was.  The war was over and all hostilities had ended.  Periodically, men would go into the jungle with interpreters and through loud megaphones blare out the facts that the war was over and that all Japanese soldiers were free to go home. 

At any time from 1945 until 1982, he was completely free to come out of the jungle. It's not like General MacArthur was coming in to get him. He was completely free to take advantage of this new situation. But because he didn't believe it--because he didn't RECKON the fact of his freedom to be true--he lived in self-imposed bondage and hardship in the jungle for 37 years. 

Would you say that he was truly free in reality? No, because he chose to stay in bondage, in hiding, in fear in the jungle.

Many Christians today are still living in the jungle of sin. The war is over, Christ has won, but they refuse to believe it and apply it to their everyday experiences. They live in self-imposed bondage to sin.  They are still in the jungle spiritually because they refuse to believe that Christ has set them free. They are still in the jungle spiritually because they refuse to believe that their “old man” was really crucified with Christ and that they are now totally disengaged from the power of their sin nature. Sin for them is now a conscious CHOICE!!

Friends, our Leader, Jesus Christ, has won, and has emerged as absolute Victor, yet many of His followers remain ignorant and continue to eke out a sustenance in the jungle of SIN. Obviously such knowledge is crucial, for if a man doesn't know that his old self has been crucified with Christ and that he has died to sin, he could very well end up like Lt. Onoda still fighting a battle which is over. 

A fact-based television documentary about the invasion of Germany was extremely realistic and graphic in depicting the horrors of war. It portrayed the paratroopers of the heroic 101st Airborne Division, who were dropped behind enemy lines in advance of the Normandy coastal assault. The danger was unimaginable.

During the height of one bloody battle, an older American soldier counselled a young private who was petrified with fear as he witnessed the carnage of dead and mangled Germans and fellow Americans strewn all around him.  The young man feared an almost certain, similar fate for himself in the days ahead of sometimes building-to-building fighting, bullets flying and grenades and artillery shells exploding everywhere.

The older soldier's counsel was chilling but directly to the point: He eyeballed the young man and said: "Soldier;  Accept the fact that you are ALREADY DEAD.  The sooner you accept that fact, the sooner you'll be able to function as a soldier is supposed to function... All war depends upon it."

It's time to wake up and realize that through knowing the facts and believing them to be true, we can share in the joy and power of Christ’s victory. Have YOU accepted the fact that your “old man” was crucified with Christ and that you have died to the controlling power of your sin nature? Have YOU accepted the fact that all that you were in your “BC” biography is now DEAD and from God’s perspective, doesn’t exist anymore?

How would YOU describe your life?  Is it "Night of the living DEAD?" Or, "Life of the living LORD?" The choice is YOURS. You can choose to let a DEAD man live in your life, or you can choose to let the living LORD be in control. Which will it be for YOU?

MESSAGE 59

Romans 6:12-14a

By way of review, let’s again note the fact that as Christians, we have TWO biographies. 

A biography of the sin life that began at our physical birth and ended when that life perished with Christ when we were joined to Him at our conversion. (Our “BC” life story) and the second biography which began at conversion, and marked our spiritual birth into eternal life in Jesus Christ. (Our “AD” life story) 

Having TWO biographies makes Christians unique in this world, but why does it seem that so many Christians struggle with sin? 

I believe the answer lies in the fact that they have failed to see themselves as they really are.  In other words, they have an “identity” problem. They have never grasped the wonderful truth that they are dead indeed to sin, but alive to God. 

If we learn nothing else from the book of Romans, let us learn the fact that we are dead to sin, because from God’s perspective, we were crucified together with Jesus Christ!! Let us learn that what happened to HIM has happened to US. 

As the Federal Head of the human race, when HE died to sin, WE died to sin!! When HE was buried, WE were buried!! When He arose in victory, WE share in that victory. The importance of knowing and understanding and believing these staggering truths simply cannot be overstated!!

A great deal of “positive thinking” is being peddled today, much of it in Christian circles as though it were a Christian practice. Now don’t get me wrong.  Thinking positively is not without merit, however the apostle Paul is teaching “positional thinking,” NOT “positive thinking.” In the case of “positive thinking”, there is always an element of hope attached to this kind of thinking that seeks to envision what could be.  This line of thinking suggests that if we but capture the thought, the reality will be created. 

However, Paul’s “thinking” is entirely different. The thinking Paul advocates is that which is embedded and firmly rooted in the cross of Jesus Christ. It is not based upon what might be, or even upon what we presently perceive, but on the clear facts of what GOD has already done, according to His Word. 

POSITIONAL thinking is that thinking which reasons and which behaves on the basis of who we really are, in Christ. (our AD” life story) Compared to “POSITIONAL thinking,” “positive thinking” or “wishful thinking” are what Paul might call “vain babblings” and “contradictions”. (see 1st Timothy 6:20).

Paul has said in Romans 6:11: “Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

We have already noted that the word "RECKON" used in verse 11 is a step beyond the term "know," which is used three times in the preceding section. We have noted that the word "RECKON" means to "cement it in your minds as true," or to "get ready to act upon the truth” that your “old man” (all that you were in Adam) has been crucified with Christ and you are now dead indeed to the tyrannical, controlling power of your sin nature. 

Secondly, Paul said that the believer must also consider himself ALIVE TO GOD. What does this really mean? Considering ourselves alive to God involves a willingness to let CHRIST live HIS life through us. It involves obedience to the revealed will of God. 

And it involves an acceptance by FAITH of the fact that not only has our “old self”, (everything that we were in Adam before salvation) been nailed to the cross of Christ by God Himself, but also that a NEW self has been created by God.

The apostle Paul has already told us that we were baptised into Christ Jesus in His death, buried with Him and raised with Him into newness of life. We now understand that as believers , we are forever GRAFTED into Christ and  intertwined into His life. This means that OUR life is swallowed up in HIS; in fact, HE IS OUR LIFE!! 

Considering ourselves alive to God also involves knowing and reckoning as a fact, that because we have died to sin in Christ, the controlling power of the sin nature has been disengaged and rendered completely inoperative in our lives.

This raises the question: How does this practically work out in my life today? How can I apply these truths in my life? Those are exactly the questions addressed by Paul in verses 12-14. This is one of the greatest application passages in the whole Bible. It describes the daily process whereby our changed identity in Jesus Christ becomes our victorious life in Jesus Christ. Herein lies the secret to daily victory in Christ.

Let's read verses 12-14 together. 

12:“Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts.

13: And do not present {yield} your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present {yield} yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 

14: For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.”

In these three verses, TWO things stand out.  FIRSTLY, Paul's commands leap out at us: one in verse 12 and two in verse 13. Suddenly we have gone from having no commands in all of Romans until that first command in 6:11, to having three commands in two verses in vs. 12-13!! Clearly, this passage is about applying the profound theology we have been learning. 

SECONDLY, the other thing that stands out in this passage is that Paul mentions our old nemesis of "SIN" in each of these three verses in Romans 6:12-14. But please note that these usages of the word “SIN” in verses 12-14 refer to the noun, “HARMARTIA”, the sin nature, the REAL SOURCE of personal sins.

Combining these two observations tells us where we are going in this passage, and it is great news! Cast your mind back to all of the horror and revulsion of Romans 1:18 - 3:20 where man's great problem of sin seemed so intractable that we were left speechless before the Court of God, utterly destitute and without hope and flattened under the influence of SIN. 

Then, at the cross of Christ, the POWER of sin and death was broken. We were united with Christ by FAITH, and became an entirely NEW creation having Christ’s resurrection life and power infused into us!! Praise be to God.  What a wonderful Saviour we have!!

Let’s now move on to verse 12: “Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts.”

The word "therefore" at the beginning of verse 12 indicates that we are coming to the main point of the passage.  

It is one of the most important “therefores” in the Bible regarding a believer’s life in his body of flesh.

Having told us what we must KNOW and then what we must RECKON  or COUNT TO BE TRUE, the Apostle now tells us what we must DO. 

If this sentence were to be diagrammed the way we were taught in school for the purpose of identifying the subject and verb, then the understood SUBJECT of this sentence would be "YOU." Paul is saying: "YOU therefore do not let SIN reign in your mortal body." 

There are several things in that little verse that will help you. First of all, we have got to recognize that sin still has potential in our lives. That’s why Paul says: "Do not let sin REIGN." The apostle’s admonition to believers is for them to not let sin reign, because it now has NO RIGHT to reign because it is a dethroned and defeated monarch! It now has no power to control a believer unless the believer CHOOSES to obey its lusts and demands.

The apostle Peter makes a similar appeal to believers in 1st Peter 2:11:- “Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul,”

Have you picked up on what Paul is actually saying in our verse 12 when he says: “Do not let sin reign”? It must therefore be possible for a believer not to allow sin to reign on the throne of his life.  If it wasn’t, then this command from Paul would be meaningless! 

If sin couldn’t reign in our lives, then why would he tell us not to let it reign? So, you’ve got to recognize that you still have the propensity (or tendency) toward sin in your life.

The word "REIGN" is in the present active imperative tense and it is the Greek verb, “BASILEUO”, which means: "To exercise KINGLY power and control". It’s a word used for a king to rule and to control his subjects. Putting that altogether, Paul is in effect saying: “Stop allowing your sin nature to keep on reigning as king in your life!!”

Paul is saying that since SIN is NOT the monarch of the redeemed, we should not let it continue to rule our lives anymore. Since sin has no right to rule, DON'T ALLOW IT TO!!  You have the power to say “No” to it now. We should never lose sight of the fact that although sin is a dethroned monarch it is still present in the world and desires to lure the believer back into its grasp. 

As a Christian, we have a new Monarch, the Lord Jesus who will not share us with the old one. However, our sin nature whose rule has been broken in Christ, doesn't like the idea of being rendered powerless and so it wants to re-assume a position of ruling in our bodies. This is where the battle lies for each of us.  Whom will we serve? Will we serve the nature of DEATH, or CHRIST who purchased our freedom from that death with His own life?

Paul says: "Therefore, do not let sin reign in your mortal body." I love that translation. Whatever translation you have, if it doesn’t have the word "mortal," I don’t think it’s a good translation. 

The word, “mortal” is “THNETO” in the Greek and means: "that part of us that can die." It's a reference to the corrupted, earthly body that believers now possess. SIN seeks to rule through our physical bodies.

Before a person is saved, sin reigns not only in his BODY, but also in his SOUL. Redemption redeems the SOUL, but not the BODY. Therefore sin can attempt to rule only the BODY and not the SOUL. 

Paul does not say: "do not let sin reign in your SOUL," or "do not let sin reign in your SPIRIT." Instead, he says: ”do not let sin reign in your mortal BODY." 

What Paul meant was that the believer's physical (i.e., mortal) BODY is where Satan attempts to establish a beachhead for sin. Even the English dictionary defines the word “mortal” as: "transitory, subject to death and belonging to this world." 

Paul says: “do not let sin reign” This command is the landslide achievement of Christ in us. Only the person set free from the power of the sin nature can be told:” do not let sin reign.”

And the Christian is the only one truly set FREE from it. This command is given as a strong directive, with a personal responsibility implied here. According to Paul, if sin reigns in a believer’s life it is because he ALLOWS it to. It is not because the power of sin is so uncontrollable that he can do nothing about it. Sin can only use our bodies if we give it our permission. 

But Paul says that this permission is something we should NOT grant. We must recognize that since the “old man” is dead, and our bodies of sin have been rendered powerless, we really CAN say “NO” to sin in our lives. You’ve got to see this! 

Sin to a believer is a conscious CHOICE! But to an unbeliever it’s a LIFESTYLE. A Christian now has the power to make a conscious choice to say “NO” against sin! 

During our “BC” life as unbelievers, sin had us so programmed that all our choices were for the good of the “old self” alone. Now suddenly Paul has solemnly commanded us not to continue to let sin reign in our mortal bodies. 

Since SIN reigned supreme in our lives BEFORE Christ, how can we break its iron rule? To determine how to remove sin's foot from our neck, we have to first ask, HOW does sin rule over us? The answer to that question is found in the last phrase of verse 12: we LET sin reign over us when we OBEY ITS LUSTS 

The word "OBEY" is a key word because there are other words for "obey." This particular word is the word “HUPAKOUO”. It actually means: "to listen attentively, to heed or to conform, to obey." 

It’s the word used of Jesus’ obedience (in a good sense) to His Father. It’s the word used of our obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ. But in a NEGATIVE sense, it means to bow down to the FLESH. 

It means to get up under it and say: "Oh, flesh! What do you want to do today? I’m going to pamper you today all day long." 

Paul is saying: "STOP listening to what your FLESH is trying to tell you, and instead, START listening to what GOD is trying to tell you and base your life on the Word of God."

The word "LUSTS" itself is not a bad word, but when it is used in a sense of the FLESH, that’s when it becomes bad and excessive. Let me explain the word "LUSTS."  It is the Greek word “EPITHUMIA”. “EPI” means to intensely focus and concentrate on something. THUMOS means: “a passionate desire”. So, the word, “Epithumia” means to passionately desire something that you are concentrating upon”. 

That’s exactly the attitude that Jesus desires from us. He wants us to intensely and passionately desire Him in a righteous way. So you see, it’s not a bad word when used in that way. It’s a good word except in the context we are seeing it with the FLESH.

Now the Lord Jesus Christ, in Luke 22:15, desired intensely to eat the Passover meal with His disciples. The verse there uses the same word “EPITHUMIA”. 

In Philippians 1:23 we read that Paul passionately desired to depart and be with Christ. And in 1 Thessalonians 2:17 we see that he also intensely desired to be with the believers in Thessalonica. These verses there use the same word “epithumia”. 

So it’s not a bad word in itself, but when it is attached to this body of sin, that’s when it becomes bad. It’s a bad word when it becomes a concentrated focus on something that’s displeasing to God but has drawn you into its magnetic current and there’s nothing you are doing to stop it. That’s what Paul’s talking about here. 

It’s interesting to note also that the word, "LUSTS" in verse 12 is in the plural. This means that it covers a wide diversification of forbidden activities. We need to learn to draw on the inner resurrection life of our Lord Jesus and say "NO" to lusts by saying "YES" to Him. 

Let’s move on to verse 13:”And do not present {yield} your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present {yield} yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.” 

As unbelievers in our “BC” life, all we did was to YIELD our bodies for sinful purposes.  Sin was a lifestyle for us just as it still is for unbelievers today. We used our LIPS to lie, our HANDS to steal, our FEET to cause mischief and our BODIES for immorality. Simply put, we used our physical members as “instruments for unrighteousness”. 

But now that we are a NEW CREATION with a NEW STATUS before God, we should NOT do that any longer. As a new creation in Christ we have been engineered by God with a predisposition to do His Will.

In this verse 13 we find TWO commands; one negative and one positive.

First, the negative command: Paul says: “And do not present {yield} your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin” What is Paul referring to when he uses this word, “members”? Our “members” here refers to any part of our bodies including our brain and our thinking processes.

Here in verse 13 we are introduced to the THIRD step in our “K.R.Y” principle for victorious Christian living; it’s the word, “YIELD”. One of the problems that believers have today is that they do not really understand what the word, "YIELD" means. 

“YIELD” is the same word as “present” which we find in Romans 12:1: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present  {yield} your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.” The tense of the verb in Romans 12:1 corresponds with that in Romans 6:13 - a once-and-for-all yielding to the Lord. 

Total commitment of our bodies and our entire lives is our reasonable service for the One who lovingly bled and died that I might share His eternal life forevermore.

The word, "YIELD" comes from two Greek words. One word means "alongside", and the other word means "to place yourself". What a picture Paul’s drawing here!! He says: "Don’t keep putting yourself alongside that which you are falling in." 

A little girl fell out of bed one night and began to cry.  Her mother rushed into her bedroom, picked her up, put her back in bed, and asked her: “Honey, how did you fall out of bed?” And she said, “I think I stayed too close to the place where I got in.” 

And that’s the reason a great many of us fall, my friend.  We knowingly place ourselves alongside the temptations of the sin nature and fall in. We fall because we are actually yielding ourselves to the old nature in serving sin. We’re following the dictates of the old nature and that is what gets us into trouble. In other words, we’ve got to get sensible here at some point in time. 

If you have a lust problem in an immoral area, what in the world are you doing putting yourself in the position where you can be tempted and fall?  Whose fault is that? If ALCOHOL is a problem with you, why drink it or hang around people or places where there is an abundance of alcohol? If DRUGS are your problem avoid like the plague those people who peddle them or use them!! Don’t keep putting yourself in a position where you can be overpowered by the flesh. It’s just waiting on you to choose to do that!! 

Don’t keep yielding yourself to what is forbidden.  Don’t keep putting yourself up alongside that kind of thing. You can't play around with a little sin thinking that it won't affect other areas of your life and other people.  It does!! And the result, according to the Word of God, is that if you yield your members as INSTRUMENTS of unrighteousness to SIN, then you have in effect given yourself to the ENEMY. 

In fact, the word “INSTRUMENT” in verse 13, when speaking of instruments of unrighteousness or instruments of righteousness is a military term denoting a WEAPON for carrying on war. The Greek word for "instrument" is “HOPLON” and refers to a weapon, tool, or implement. Paul sees the sin nature as a KING demanding that the believer's body be used as a weapon to promote evil. 

Paul is in effect, saying: "Don't let SATAN use your body to bring about unrighteousness in the world. Don't let him use YOU as one of his weapons.  Don’t become his pawn for evil”.

When the Christian puts his members at the service of the sinful nature, he is guilty of high treason, fighting against his own Captain, the Lord Jesus.

Understand that your life is a WEAPON which can either be used against the Kingdom of God or for the King of Kings to be used to fight against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. (Ephesians 6:12)

Because your body is NEUTRAL; it can be used for good or for evil. It can be used as a weapon for SIN or a weapon for righteousness, and the believer must decide each and every day which he will use it for!!

We have seen the word, “YIELD” in the NEGATIVE sense, now Paul presents it in the POSITIVE sense.

Paul now says: “but present {yield} yourselves to GOD….”
This is the second key to walking in the freedom Jesus has won for us. Implied in the term "YIELD" in the positive sense in verse 13 is the command to “flee sin and pursue holiness”. It isn’t enough to take the weapons away from the service of SIN. They must then be enlisted in the service of righteousness - and, as in any warfare, the side with superior weapons usually wins.

When Paul used the phrase: "AS BEING ALIVE FROM THE DEAD in verse 13," he was again reiterating what he had said in Romans 6:1-12, specifically referring back to the word "KNOW" in verses 3 and 6. Paul in effect is saying: “You’re now alive in Christ.  You have a new nature.  You’ve been born again”. "Don't forget who you are in Christ!"   Don't ever lose sight of your NEW identity in Him!!”

In our verse 13, Paul is in effect saying: "Take each of your body parts, remove it from the service of SIN, and instead present it to GOD for His use, honour and glory." Remember, that God wants you to draw on His power to achieve this.

There may be times when you will encounter difficulties in doing this, for the WORLD, the FLESH, and SATAN are constantly confronting us with sinful alternatives. But if we make a one-time offering of our body parts to God as instruments of righteousness, and then each day follow that up by offering those same body parts to God, we will have victory.

Why does the Lord want your body? Well, he wants your body for TWO reasons:

Firstly, if He’s got your body, He's got YOU!!  That’s simple to figure out because everywhere your body goes, YOU soon must follow. Here is the awesome truth: Satan, this world system, your sin nature and GOD are all jostling for control of you. Satan would love to sign you up to serve in his evil empire, but God through His Holy Spirit is saying: "No, you're My child. I want you to serve in the army of the Lord of Hosts." 

Secondly, and most importantly, God wants your body because the believer’s body is God’s temple, and He wants to use it for His glory. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20, Philippians 1:20-21) 

God wants to use the members of the believer’s body as tools for building His kingdom and weapons for fighting His enemies. Have you ever thought of it this way? 

God has no LIPS except YOUR lips yielded to Him for Christian service. He has no EYES except YOUR eyes yielded to Him. He has no EARS except YOUR ears yielded to Him. He has no HANDS except YOUR hands yielded to Him. He has no FEET except YOUR feet offered to Him.

Spiritual victory will never happen for you until you make a definite commitment to God regarding serious and genuine service to Him. In the first half of verse 13, Paul has instructed us not to use any part of our bodies as weapons for sin. We need to be ever mindful of the fact that if we neglect regular prayer and do not on a daily basis maintain our focus on Jesus Christ and on the Word of God, it is not too difficult to drift off course in some particular area of weakness in our lives.

For example: Let's talk about your EYES. Have you been looking at things that you shouldn't have been looking at? 

Let's talk about your EARS. Have you been listening to gossip, slander, sleazy talk and coarse humour? 

How about your TONGUE? Did you use your tongue for swearing, for anger, for bitterness, for criticising?  Were you hung by your tongue recently?

What about your HANDS? Are your hands yielded to God or do you use your hands to grasp more of this world's material goods? 

What about your FEET? Are your feet yielded to God or are they constantly taking you where you shouldn't go, or running to cause mischief? 

What about the most INTIMATE parts of your body? Are those parts yielded to God or are you using them for evil?

Spiritual victory isn't going to happen until you make it very personal. How personal? YIELD your body to God!! If you want victory, you can have it. 

But you’ve got to KNOW something, you have to RECKON something, and then you've got to get serious. You've got to YIELD your body and your life for the exclusive service of our Lord Jesus Christ. When the parts of our body are given over to righteousness, they are weapons for GOOD but when they are given over to SIN, they are weapons for EVIL.

An example of this is seen in how GOD used David’s HANDS in the slaying of Goliath for righteousness. Later, SIN used David’s EYES for unrighteousness when he looked upon and lusted after Bathsheba. David’s EYES looked on his neighbour’s wife; his MIND plotted a wicked scheme; his HAND signed a cowardly order for the woman’s husband to be killed. 

As you read Psalm 51, you see that David’s whole body was affected by SIN: his EYES (v3), MIND (v6), EARS (v8), HEART (v10), and his LIPS and MOUTH (vs. 14-15). No wonder he prayed for mercy and for a thorough cleansing!! (Ps. 51:2)

I have a question for you. Why should we seek sanctification; a holy life that brings glory and honour to God? What's in it for us? What will happen if we KNOW the facts, RECKON them to be true, and YIELD our bodies to God? 

The answer is given in a glorious promise in Romans 6, verse 14: When you really KNOW and understand as fact your new “AD” identity in Christ; and when you RECKON” it in your mind and heart to be true; and then YIELD your life in service to Jesus Christ:

Verse 14 says of you: "For sin shall not have dominion over you”. – (Sin will not be your master) 

This is the “K.R.Y.” principle for fulfilment, happiness, joy and victory in the Christian life!! You’ve got to “KNOW” something; you’ve got to “RECKON” something; and you’ve got to “YIELD” something!! And when you do: “sin shall not have dominion over you”. – (Sin will not be your master).

Now isn't that really what our hearts desire? – that sin will not be our master? Don't we all say to ourselves from time to time: "I wish I could get control over that nasty habit, over my bad temper, over my besetting sins, over my apathy, over my bad language, etc.?" 

Here's God's promise: If you KNOW these Biblical principles in Romans chapter 6, RECKON them to be true and YIELD your bodies and lives to God which is your reasonable service: "Sin shall not be your master," 

You’ve got to know it, count on it, believe it and live it!!  And you will then find true victory, joy and happiness!! – You will be fulfilled!! You will have discovered one of the best kept secrets in Christendom!!

MESSAGE 60

Romans 6:14b

TYING IT ALL TOGETHER:

Our study of the passage in Romans 6:1:14 has revealed some glorious nuggets of spiritual truth that are absolutely essential for spiritual growth and victory in the Christian life. Applying those principles will definitely put you into the winner’s circle and bring great joy, happiness and spiritual growth in your Christian life.  

In an effort to tie it all together, let’s conclude this mini-  series this way:

1. FIRSTLY, let’s do a brief review of God’s “know”; Reckon” and “”yield” (K.R.Y.) principle for victorious Christian living which is found in Romans 6:1-14, and;

2. SECONDLY, let’s look at one well- known verse of Scripture relating to confession of sins, together with another passage relating to what a sinning saint’s attitude should be when they approach God; and;

3. THIRDLY, let’s look at a comparison and contrast between God’s K.R.Y. principle for victorious Christian living which we have been studying in Romans 6:1-14, with the principle of confession, found in 1st John 1:9; and;

4. FINALLY, we will conclude with three Latin theological terms which may help clarify this precious doctrine of freedom from the tyrannical, RULING power of the sin nature. 

I would like to use two well-known adages to illustrate a contrast between TWO important Biblical principles BOTH relating to sanctification and personal sin in a believer’s life.

The FIRST adage is one that I’m sure you are all familiar with, and that is: “Prevention is better than cure”, And this one can be associated with God’s K.R.Y. principle for victorious Christian living. 

The SECOND adage is called, “locking the barn door after the horse has bolted” and this one can, in a sense, be associated with the principle found in 1st John 1:9; that of confession of personal sins. 

These TWO adages deal with the difference between confession of personal sins which we find in 1st John 1:9, and God’s "K.R.Y." principle for victorious Christian living, which we have been studying in Romans 6:1-14. Remember that BOTH confession and God’s "K.R.Y." principle for victorious Christian living have a relationship to personal sin.

So, let’s get started with a brief review of God’s K.R.Y. principle for victorious Christian living.

Paul tells us in Romans 6:6 that Christians should KNOW something. “knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin {containing the “old man”} might be done away with, {rendered inoperative}  that we {Church Age believers}, should no longer be slaves of sin”. {the sin nature}

In God the Father's eyes, Jesus was not alone on His cross at Calvary that day 2,000 years ago. Every Church Age believer's “old man” was hanging on that cross with Him. Do not miss that point!  It's essential to your understanding and victory over personal sin.  

You will recall that the Biblical term, “old-man” refers to all that you were in Adam BEFORE your salvation.  Remember that God the Father personally nailed your “old man” to His beloved Son’s cross at Calvary. The very fact that God sees our “old-man” as absolutely dead and gone is the basis for victory over personal sins.

Why? Because this enables the believer to see himself only as he now is in his NEW identity as a NEW creation in Christ. The importance of this point simply CANNOT be overstated!! Understand this…..GOD categorically states that our “old-man” is absolutely dead and gone.  

The believer cannot have victory if he doesn't believe it and know what GOD knows about this particular matter. Therefore, KNOW that your “old-man” has been crucified with Christ!!

Secondly, Paul tells us in Romans 6:11 that Christians should “RECKON” themselves “dead indeed to SIN”. This means that they are now disengaged from the RULING power of their sin nature which has been rendered inoperative and has no power over them anymore. SIN for the believer is now a conscious CHOICE!!

The word “RECKON” means, “to cement it in your mind as fact”; it means “to consider”, “to think the same way GOD thinks about this issue”. If GOD says that through the sacrificial death of His Son, we as believers are now “dead indeed to sin” we had better believe it!!

But even though the believer KNOWS that GOD says his “old-man” is dead, and that he now has the power to say “NO” to the dictates of his sin nature, there can be no victory over personal sins until the believer really sees this as GOD sees it. 

In other words, there can be no victory over personal sin apart from KNOWING these facts and RECKONING them to be absolutely TRUE.

THIRDLY, Paul tells us in Romans 6:13 that Christians should YIELD THEMSELVES unto God, and their members (body parts) as instruments (weapons) of righteousness unto God. This is the step that often stops a lot of believers in their tracks. They happily identify with the first TWO steps but when it comes to this third critical step, they baulk and hesitate, or like the rich young ruler in the Bible, they walk away.

But the bottom line boils down to this: Even though the believer KNOWS that GOD says his “old-man” is dead; and even though the believer RECKONS he has been forever disengaged from the controlling power of his sin nature;   there can still be no victory over personal sin UNLESS the believer makes a decision to YIELD HIMSELF and his BODY PARTS to God for SERVICE to Him.  

This is in line with Romans 12:1 where we are exhorted to: “present our bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is our reasonable service”. The words, “reasonable service” can also be translated, “spiritual worship”. As believer-priests, we do NOT come to God with the bodies of slain animals but with the spiritual sacrifice of YIELDED LIVES!! Total commitment to God is indeed our reasonable service in this sense; If the eternal Son of God has DIED for me, then the LEAST I can do is LIVE for Him!!!

The great British athlete C. T. Studd said: “If Jesus Christ be God and died for me, then no sacrifice can be too great for me to make for Him”.

This same sentiment is also beautifully put in Isaac Watt’s great hymn which says: Love so amazing, so divine, demands my heart, my life, my all”.

The question is: Do YOU believe that that is also YOUR reasonable service to God?

We have seen that the believer must KNOW, RECKON, and YIELD. These THREE things are the mechanics of God’s "K.R.Y." principle. They are a divine tool especially given to the believer, through which GOD is honoured when victory is gained over personal sin in their lives. 

I mentioned a little earlier that I was going to use TWO well-known adages to illustrate a contrast between TWO important Biblical principles BOTH relating to sanctification and personal sin in a believer’s life. We’ve now briefly reviewed the first one which is that: “Prevention is better than cure” and we have seen that this refers to God’s K.R.Y. principle for victorious Christian living.

Let’s now move on to the SECOND adage;  “locking the barn door after the horse has bolted” which I said could, in a sense, very well be associated with the principle found in 1st John 1:9; that of confession of personal sins. So let’s briefly review the doctrine of confession of personal sins found in 1st John 1:9 and also in other passages such as Jeremiah 3:11-14; Ezra 10:11; Psalm 51:3-4 and Job 35:27-28.

1st John 1:9:-“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us {these} our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (Note: {these} “our sins” = literal. ie, “these particular sins which we have just admitted to”)

We need to firstly understand that this verse is NOT talking about confession leading to salvation.  It’s talking about sanctification, or holy living unto God through confession and forgiveness. 1st John 1:9 is a key “progressive sanctification” verse.  It brings about forgiveness and restoration of fellowship with our Heavenly Father.

We need to remember that there are TWO kinds of forgiveness, JUDICIAL and PARENTAL. 

JUDICIAL forgiveness means forgiveness from the PENALTY of sins, which the sinner receives when he first believes on the Lord Jesus Christ. It is called JUDICIAL because it is granted by God acting as JUDGE.

It is important to remember that the forgiveness that John speaks about here in 1st John 1:9 is PARENTAL forgiveness, - NOT  JUDICIAL. As far as the PENALTY for our sins is concerned, it has already been paid by the Lord Jesus on the Cross. But as far as FELLOWSHIP in the family of God is concerned, the sinning saint needs PARENTAL forgiveness, - that is, the forgiveness of His Heavenly Father, and he obtains this by confessing his sins.

In a nutshell, we need JUDICIAL forgiveness only ONCE.  That takes care of the PENALTY of ALL of our sins; - past, present and future. But we need PARENTAL or “fellowship” forgiveness throughout our entire Christian lives!! Confession results in ongoing “fellowship forgiveness” or “parental forgiveness”.  

However, confession alone does NOT bring victory over any particular sin; it restores FELLOWSHIP with our Heavenly Father. In order to find real VICTORY over sin, there must also be a FORSAKING of that sin and we will deal with that aspect a little later. The point is that confession will NOT bring victory over sin, but God’s K.R.Y. principle certainly WILL!!

The apostle John tells us that God’s desire is that we try to AVOID sin altogether. He tells us in 1st John 2:1 that the REASON he has written these things is so that we may NOT sin. John wants us to walk in the light and to avoid the darkness. He knows the impact and consequence of sin on our lives and he wants us to avoid it altogether, if possible.

But he also knows that we will never be perfect while we remain trapped and encased in these mortal bodies. He knows that even if we aspire to perfection we will never attain it in this life!! So God has made a way out for us. 

Because of Christ’s death, God has made a way for us to deal with our personal sins. It is not to deny them, or redefine them, or hide them, or try to rationalise or justify them but to FACE them!! It is to CONFESS them!! 

To whom are we to confess our sins?     The Bible makes it clear that we are to confess our sins privately and directly to the Father – never to a man such as a priest. 

Why is confession necessary? Confession is necessary to ensure that our prayers will be heard and answered by God. Confession is also necessary to have harmony and fellowship with our Heavenly Father and with fellow  believers. Confession is necessary to experience God’s joy and peace amid the turmoil and traumas of life. Confession is also necessary if we are to be used by the Holy Spirit to glorify Christ and to receive rewards in Heaven.

What does it mean to “CONFESS”? Well, to confess sins means much more than simply to “admit” them. The word CONFESS actually means “to say the same thing [about].” What God really wants us to do is to look at the sin before us and CALL it what HE calls it.

To confess sin, then, means to say the SAME thing about it that GOD says about it. It means to confess the SAME thing BACK to God that the Holy Spirit has already made the believer aware of in his conscience with respect to his sins.

Did you know that TRUE confession also involves the FORSAKING of sins? We can see this is such verses as: Proverbs 28:13:- “He who covers his sins will not prosper, but whoever CONFESSES AND FORSAKES them will have mercy.”
The word, “FORSAKE” means "to leave in a destitute condition without any further care”; it is the opposite of “standing fast” on the principles of GRACE." The problem that we seem to have today is that many people enjoy SINNING much more than they enjoy victory over sin. Rather than leaving their sins in a destitute condition without any further care, they hold fast to them. 

God makes it very clear that those who hold fast to their sins will not prosper. In a way, it would be like confessing the sin of drunkenness, while pouring yourself yet another full measure of whisky. It would be like confessing the sin of pornography, while continuing to visit pornographic web sites, or reading pornographic material, or watching pornographic videos. 

IF we confess our sins, without even trying to enter into an understanding of the depths of our sin and what it cost the dear Son of God to redeem us, we deceive ourselves. 

This is one of the problems I have with what could be called, “mechanical confession”. What do I mean by “mechanical confession”? 

Well, let’s take the privilege that believers have through that wonderful doctrine of confession of sin found in 1st John 1:9. 

Just as there are many Christians who abuse and exploit their freedom in Christ, so there are many who abuse and exploit the doctrine of confession. Sin is never to be treated lightly. Only a fool makes light of sin. But there are some believers who trivialise sin and are quite blasé toward it.

For example: There is a group of individuals that I would call, “1 John 1:9’ers” These are the ones that intentionally go and get drunk knowing that afterwards they can just "1 John 1:9" it, no problem!! These are the ones that head off to some nightclubs and knowingly get involved with the wrong crowd doing the wrong things, but they feel that’s cool because they can just 1 John 1:9 it afterwards!! These are the ones that pick up a Playboy magazine or watch an “X”-rated video for the lustful stimulus it provides and say:  “So what? I can just 1 John 1:9 it and get back on track later…..Right??”

Beloved, that's NOT true spirituality, and that's NOT true confession!! It simply shows an appalling LACK of Biblical knowledge and understanding regarding sin; regarding God’s grace; and what it cost the Father and the Lord Jesus to redeem them from the pits of hell!! The very fact that "1st John 1:9" has become a part of our religious idiom indicates that we too often view this text mechanically--and therefore, our fellowship with God mechanically, too. 

Quite frankly, we have come to use this text in such a way that trivializes SIN and builds insensitivity toward God as our FATHER. Do we see Him as merely the “Chief Justice” who dispenses grace whenever we "name our sins," or is He is our caring, loving, devoted FATHER?

Our Heavenly Father expects our confession to involve total honesty, openness, acknowledgement and genuine humility. That's one reason I don't personally care for the expression, "Rebound and keep moving." While there is some truth to that statement, it is overly simplistic and misleading to many.

Do you know why? Because to many Christians that simply means:- Make a pit stop at the Calvary filling station and dump all your trash there, then, quickly fill up the tank with Premium unleaded Holy Spirit fuel.  And pay at the counter with the Son of God's Visa card. Then, get out of there as fast as you can at high speed back into the world, to knowingly live a lifestyle indistinguishable from those perishing without Jesus Christ!! This is the appalling attitude that some have toward confession of sin.

We are to embrace God's forgiveness - YES!! But we are also to embrace God as our loving and caring FATHER!! 

Until we come to grips with really seeing God as our FATHER we not only can't enjoy Him; we also will not understand what it truly means to confess our sins to Him. God is NOT just a place in cyberspace where we dump our sins. God is a Person; - He is our Heavenly FATHER! He is not simply the means to an end, or, a temporary PIT STOP along the way in a life of never-ending sin and mechanical confession. He IS the end, He is the goal!! 

I believe that the Westminster Shorter Catechism nailed spirituality on the head when they wrote:- "What is the chief end of man?   To glorify God and enjoy Him forever."

There is another mistaken line of teaching that says that when we confess our sins there is no need to feel sorrow or remorse for our personal sins of disloyalty against God. That particular teaching is also flawed and misleading. In fact, I believe that that view contributes to a lot of callousness and insensitivity toward sin. It is a view which can cause people to treat sin lightly and flippantly. Granted that God’s forgiveness and restoration to fellowship is NOT conditional on a believer expressing sorrow or remorse for personal sins at the time of confession.  

However, it PLEASES Him when a believer DOES!! It also demonstrates spiritual growth, humility, an understanding of the gravity of sin, and a genuine concern and sorrow for grieving a loving Father through our disloyalty and unfaithfulness toward Him!

Either the people who hold this view that, at the time of confession there is no need to feel sorrow or remorse for our personal sins of disloyalty against God, are mistaken, or else GOD got it completely wrong when He spoke through James in James 4:8-9 saying:  “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  9.  Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom”.

How do we cleanse our hands and purify our hearts? We cleanse our hands and purify our hearts through genuine confession and the forsaking of sins both outward and inward. James clearly indicates that confession should be accompanied by deep sorrow for sin.

The same verse 9 in the Amplified Bible reads like this: “[As you draw near to God] be deeply penitent and grieve, even weep [over your disloyalty]. Let your laughter be turned to grief and your mirth to dejection and  heartfelt shame” [for your sins].

Genuine repentance involves grief over sin; it does not take sin lightly. Repentance was once defined by a small girl who said: “It’s being sorry enough to quit”, and that’s really it in a nutshell!!

James uses the word, “LAMENT”.  The word "lament" means to suffer hardship and distress, to go through hard labour. The idea is to undergo hardship, to carry a sense of brokenness. A spiritual believer does not rationalize sin.  Instead, he admits it, grieves over it and with a broken spirit and a contrite heart humbly confesses it. 

The brokenness that James is talking about is the conviction of sin in the life of the believer brought about by the indwelling Holy Spirit. For the spiritual believer, mourning and heaviness of heart always accompany a deep sense of sin. 

Christians who live in unconfessed sin become slaves to sin and they live in abject misery and wretchedness and GUILT. 

{Lament} “and MOURN” says James. "Mourn" means to be sad, to grieve. The idea is to suffer sadness or grief as the result of depressing circumstances. "Mourning" implies deep contrition, repentance, and deep remorse. James says that we are not to treat sin lightly.  We are to mourn over our sins. I think James is giving us something to think about in what he says here. 

Too often we refuse to see the repugnance and stain of sin as God does. There are times when it is necessary to impose upon self a sorrow over our sin. 

Just like the apostle Paul for example: Romans 7:24-25:-

24.  “O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 

25.  I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin.”

“and WEEP!” continues James. "Weep" means to wail, to bewail.  The emphasis on this word is upon noise. Weeping is the outward expression of sorrow and inner grief. There may very well be times when we cry aloud because of our sin. 

Just like the apostle Peter for example: Matthew 26:74-75:-

74.  “Then he began to curse and swear, saying, "I do not know the Man!'' And immediately a rooster crowed. 

75.  And Peter remembered the word of Jesus who had said to him, "Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.'' Then he went out and wept bitterly.”

So, lamenting, mourning, weeping and feeling a sense of deep remorse and sorrow because of our sins and disloyalty to our loving Father, are all legitimate emotions which certainly can and should be appropriately expressed by believers at times during confession of sins.

Have you ever noticed the gulf between what we sing in our services at church and what we may actually feel? We sing, "I pour contempt on all my pride." But do we REALLY?? We sing that grace "saved a wretch like me". But do we feel absolutely wretched when we sin?? We SHOULD!!

Have YOU ever felt wretched about grieving your loving Father in Heaven because of your sin? Have YOU ever felt wretched about your unfaithfulness and disloyalty toward God because of the lifestyle that you live, or because of the way that you conduct your business?

These Christian hymn writers were really troubled by their sin. They had had their eyes opened to it and were seeing it as God Himself sees it. And there is not one of those great people of faith in the Bible who did not experience great conviction and sorrow for sin when they failed God through human weakness. (ie; David etc)

James is telling this first generation of Christians that a knowledge of God and of His Word also brings a knowledge of our own depravity, and that really cuts deeply! There is no question that the presence of sin should cause displeasure, dejection, sorrow and sadness within a spiritual believer. We need to genuinely weep over our sin and disloyalty to God. 

This weeping is NOT to gain God's favour; - we have that already. The weeping is a genuine sorrow that we have violated and grieved the One who did and still does so much for us. Our weeping is not to obtain God’s forgiveness, either. 

His forgiveness is made possible because of His Son’s redemptive work on the cross, and it is always based on His character, His love, mercy, grace and His faithfulness to His Word and to His promises!! We really need to regain our sense of sorrow over our sin.  Why?  Because what we rejoice over and what we mourn over reveal our TRUE heart. God always reads the heart and this attitude toward sin PLEASES Him immensely!

It is certainly a far cry from an indifferent, mechanical attitude of just saying: “Rebound and move on”. May we never forget that sensitivity to sin is important to a healthy spiritual life! 

OK; now that we have had a chance to review God’s “K.R.Y.” principle for victorious Christian living, as well as the doctrine and meaning of confession, let me ask you a question? Don’t you agree with me that “Prevention is far better than cure?

Let me give you an illustration: If your young daughter or son wanted to go solo horse-riding in the country by themselves, would you not give them thorough instructions beforehand in order to prevent them injuring themselves and then coming back to you to patch up their wounds?

CONFESSION is the remedy for personal sin AFTER the sin has been committed. It brings parental forgiveness and restores fellowship with God our Father, but it doesn’t show you how to have victory over sin. On the other hand, God’s "K.R.Y." principle DOES show you how to have victory over sin in the life, and it is God’s remedy for personal sin BEFORE the sin has been committed!! It is the prevention that is better and so much more desirable than the cure!!

Confession RESTORES LOST fellowship with the Father who has been deeply grieved by the sin. But God’s "K.R.Y." principle MAINTAINS the loving fellowship that is ALREADY IN PROGRESS with the Father. Tell me honestly, WHICH one of these two principles do you think our loving Heavenly Father would rather YOU practice? 

WHICH one of them glorifies and honours Him the most? And WHICH one of them will be more instrumental in your happiness, joy and spiritual growth toward spiritual maturity? And I could further ask: WHICH one of these two principles will bring more spiritual blessings and rewards for you here in time, and later in eternity? 

It should be strikingly clear that God our Father very much desires the Church Age believer to deal with personal sin BEFORE the fact, rather than AFTER the fact.

Perhaps another illustration may be useful:  Suppose you had a horse that constantly escaped from its barn, and every time it escaped it managed to batter and bruise and injure itself.  

CONFESSION is like returning the battered and bruised runaway horse to its barn AFTER the damage has been done. Continuing this same idea, God’s "K.R.Y." principle for victorious Christian living is like taking precautions to lock the barn BEFORE the horse escapes so that it will not injure and hurt itself and hurt others.

Beloved: Our Heavenly Father is far more desirous of Christians locking their barn door and preventing injury, growing spiritually, and glorifying the Lord Jesus, than He is in them having to constantly return their injured and battered horse to its barn.

Please understand that I am in no way decrying 1st John 1:9. 1st John 1:9 is indeed a wonderful passage of Scripture and it contains two precious promises. How I praise God for this privilege of confession!!  But let’s never be flippant or blasé about this verse and let’s never exploit it or misuse it as a means to assuage our consciences and justify wilful sinning.

Instead, let’s make God’s K.R.Y. principle for victorious Christian living our primary GOAL and STANDARD every day of the remainder of our lives. And should we sin through human weakness, let us with a broken spirit and a contrite heart, thankfully claim the precious promises of 1st John 1:9!

In conclusion let me ask you a final question: Why are we to obey God and to live holy lives unto Him?

It’s because we have been baptised into Christ Jesus into His death, and our “old man” was crucified together with Christ on His cross that our “body of sin” might be rendered inoperative and that we should no longer be slaves of sin!!

We are to obey God and live holy lives because our great God is holy and we have been raised to walk in newness of Christ’s life within us!!

This “death to sin” means that we have been freed forever from the tyrannical RULE of the sin nature” (Romans 6:2). The apostle Paul states this great truth of freedom from sin NO LESS than six times in Romans chapter 6!! (Romans 6:2; 6; 7; 14; 18; 22). Clearly, Paul wants to emphatically drive this point home to us!!

Do you know what the Latin term, “Posse non pecare” means?  It means exactly what the apostle Paul has been teaching us in Romans 6:1-14!!  It means: “ABLE NOT to sin.” 

There are three Latin theological terms which may help clarify this precious doctrine regarding man’s relationship to sin. - These are:

(1) “Non posse non pecare” – which means, “NOT ABLE NOT to sin”. 

This refers to believers BEFORE their salvation. In other words, it applies to all UNBELIEVERS.

(2) “Posse non pecare” – which means, “ABLE NOT to sin”. 

This describes the position of ALL true believers AFTER their salvation.  This is really the crux of God’s K.R.Y. principle that we have been studying. By APPLYING these principles, a true, born again believer is now able to say a resounding “NO” to the lure and ruling power of his sin nature and live a victorious Christian life.

SIN for them is now a conscious CHOICE, whereas, before their salvation, it was an EVERYDAY LIFESTYLE.

(3)
“Non posse pecare” – which means, 

“NOT ABLE to sin”. This describes every TRUE believer’s glorified existence AFTER THE RAPTURE or after physical death. At that time all believers will be free at last from the very EXISTENCE and PRESENCE of their desperately evil sin natures!! They will have finally reached sinless perfection!!

I do hope that this mini-series exposition of those wonderful verses of Romans 6:1-14 may be a source of great blessing to you as you daily apply the wonderful truths of God’s K.R.Y. principles for the victorious Christian life.  

God strongly desires that YOU, His “forever” child and the apple of His eye should walk in Christ and with Christ in the “winner’s circle”, and He has especially provided all that you will need to do so!

MESSAGE 61

ROMANS 6:15-16:-

15.  “What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not! 

16.  Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin to death, or of obedience to righteousness?”

With the bold declarations of our freedom from the Sin Nature and that we are dead to sin, no longer under LAW but under GRACE, Paul now heads off a possible WRONG conclusion that some might draw from that.

Paul has convinced us that a lifestyle of habitual sin is NOT compatible with one whose life is changed by GRACE.  But what about an occasional sin here and there?  If we are under grace, not law, must we be so concerned about a little sin here and there?  And the short answer to that is, “YES, of course it does!!”

Romans 6 is the central passage in the Bible that deals with the great question: “Now that I'm forever saved, does it really matter how I live?” 
As we study Romans chapter 6, we discover that it is quite easy to outline.  Romans 6 has 23 verses and divides easily into TWO parts.  Paul made it easy because this chapter basically contains TWO questions and TWO answers. 

There's a question in verse 1 and a question in verse 15.  The question in verse 1 is answered in verses 2 through 14.  The question in verse 15 is answered in verses 16 through 23.  If you look at the text you discover that the two questions are SIMILAR but they're NOT identical. 

The FIRST question is in Romans 6:1 and is: 

“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?” 

In verse 15 we find the SECOND question:

“What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace?”

The idea in the TWO questions is virtually the same.  “Does the doctrine of salvation by grace give license to unrestrained sin?”   But, there is a subtle difference between these two questions that is hidden largely in the tense of the verb that is used. 

In the FIRST, the Greek text tells us that a life of habitual sin is referred to.  The verb in Romans 6:1 is in the present subjunctive, speaking of habitual, continuous action. 

It means: "Are we to continue to live in a lifestyle of habitual sin, to abide in it, to stay in it? Is there to be no change in our lifestyle now that we have become a Christian?  Are we now free to sin as we please?" 

And Paul's answer is: 

"Of course not; That is mechanically impossible for a truly born again believer.  How can you even ask such a question?" 

This is such an important thing, because, if there is no change in your life after you receive Christ, then there is a serious doubt whether you ever received Christ at all.  As Charles Spurgeon put it: "An unchanged LIFE is the mark of an unchanged HEART, and an unchanged heart is a sign of an unregenerate life." 
If there is no change in your life, if your attitudes are the same, if your outlook and values are the same -- then there is a very serious doubt as to whether you ever became a Christian at all! 

Many people, propelled only by a temporary, fleeting emotional charge, not based on FAITH alone in Christ and not based on a genuine spiritual rebirth, have walked down the aisle when invited to do so by a Pastor of a church or by an evangelist at a revival crusade,  to “give their life” to Jesus Christ”.

Sadly these people did not understand the Gospel message and did not understand that salvation is by grace through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone and is totally without any human works at all.  A large portion of blame often rests with the person behind the pulpit for not making the issues clear.

As a result of this, these same people leave the building assuming that on the basis of the fleeting emotional charge that they had at the time, that they are now born again believers.  Sadly for them, they are still in Adam and therefore still without Christ and without eternal life.  These people, like all the unsaved, cannot understand spiritual matters because spiritual matters have to be spiritually discerned. 

The person asking the FIRST question of Romans 6:1 simply did not understand GRACE.

In the SECOND question, the Greek tense indicates that occasional, infrequent, acts of sin are spoken of.  The verb in our verse fifteen is in the aorist subjunctive, referring to a SINGLE act.  It indicates dabbling in personal single acts of sin, NOT a continual lifestyle of habitual sin described in question 1 of Romans 6:1.  Question number TWO is not "CAN we" but "SHALL we." 

In this lesson, let’s focus on the SECOND question: 

"Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace?" 

In other words, “Is the occasional failure permissible?” 

Kenneth Wuest says: “This second question proposes a life of planned infrequent, spasmodic acts of sin, since grace makes it impossible for a Christian to live a life of habitual sin”. 
A Christian is at times guilty of wilful sin. That is, he may yield to temptation, knowing that it is sin.  But to provide for a PLANNED life of infrequent acts of sin, is altogether foreign to the nature of the believer.  

Why is that so?

Well his “OLD MAN”, all that he was in Adam, has been crucified with Christ, and his entire INNER mechanical setup has been arranged by God.  The power of indwelling sin has been broken and the new, divine nature has been implanted forever in him.  There is a now a new, propelling and compelling deterrent to sin, DIVINE LOVE, produced in the believer’s being which causes him to HATE sin and OBEY the Word of God. (Galatians 5:13; John 14:21-24)
The thought in the speaker’s mind is:

“Paul, Since your doctrine of superabundant grace teaches the impossibility of a life of habitual sin on the part of the Christian, will the fact that a Christian is NOT under the uncompromising rule of LAW but under the lenient sceptre of grace, ALLOW for at least an act of sin once in awhile?” 

This question comes from a person who is still seriously struggling with the glorious principle of GRACE.  He can understand the uncompromising nature of the LAW, but he mistakenly thinks that GRACE is LENIENT.  

Beloved, grace is never lenient!!  It is far stricter than LAW could ever be!!  GRACE is a far greater deterrent of evil than LAW ever was!!

A half dozen motorcycle policemen with their engines revving up, are a far greater deterrent to speeding, than any number of road signs along the road indicating the speed limit.

The Holy Spirit, indwelling the believer, takes careful notice of even the slightest sin, and convicts him of it, whereas the LAW could only act generally and then only when the CONSCIENCE of the individual cooperated with it.

Titus 3:11-14 indicates that GRACE not only forgives, but TEACHES!!

The FIRST question involved a lifestyle choice, the SECOND has to do with our moment-by-moment decisions regarding occasional, spasmodic sins.  For example, at any given moment is it OK to blow my top because I know I can instantly be forgiven?  I've done that.  So have you. 

Is it OK to deliberately treat somebody unkindly because you know you can get back in fellowship with God?  No, it’s not! Even the smallest sin offends and grieves the holy character of our righteous God.

So the FIRST question has to do with a continuing lifestyle and the SECOND question has to do with individual moment-by-moment choices.  But they're both asking the SAME question from slightly different perspectives. 

Is it all right to sin? Should I go ahead and treat sin lightly because I'm saved, I'm born again, my ticket's been punched, and I'm going to heaven when I die?  Can I therefore excuse my behaviour because God saves me by His grace? 

Paul's answer to the question in verse 15 is the SAME as in verse 1: “ME GENOITO”, which is the strongest possible negative response in the Greek language. 

It means: “Certainly not!”  “get serious!”  “Impossible!”  “Ridiculous!”

The very sound of that question is awful in Paul's ears.  It's as though the sound of a Christian sinning is like the sound of finger nails screeching down a blackboard.  The sooner it stops, the better!! 

Paul very passionately expresses his indignation at the proposition that a Christian TOYS with sin. Why? Because IT IS NO LONGER WHO WE ARE!! 

However, this is more than just an IDENTITY issue: it is about SIN as a TASKMASTER.  Paul knows that sin is a ruthless tyrant.  He knows that SIN will RULE your life in an instant if you choose to play around with it.  Never play with sin: you can never win, and you may lose your shirt, or worse, in the process. 

Many Christians encounter this type of dilemma: 

We discover the joy of deliverance.  Then we also discover that the OLD life still has power to tempt us and draw us back into its control.  We realize that, even though it is TRUE that Jesus Christ lives within us to be all that He is (which is all that we need), nevertheless the temptation is to strike a balance and work out a COMPROMISE. 

We find ourselves wanting to draw on Christ for the power to meet the times of stress that come -- the BIG problems -- but we rather like to put on the old comfortable slippers of the FLESH the rest of the time, and enjoy that. 

This is the problem brought before us in the rest of this chapter, and it is essentially a problem of INCOMPLETE ACCEPTANCE of God's sentence of death to the OLD life in Adam.  It represents only a PARTIAL turning from the OLD life and a PARTIAL acceptance of God's sentence of death upon what we are in ourselves. 

After we have discovered the delivering power of the life of CHRIST in us, if we try to keep alive PART of the OLD MAN; if we try to compromise, and -- give up lust, but keep ambition, -- or give up drunkenness, but keep worry, -- or give up lying, but keep self pity, -- or deny hate, but excuse fear, -- or refuse jealousy, but permit impatience; -- what we are doing is simply selling ourselves back again into the power and control of that old tyrant, SELF.

I hope we see this, for it is very important.  It is an attempt to settle for PART-TIME VICTORY -- but, of course, part-time victory is also part-time DEFEAT, and this is where the problem lies. 

All of us recognize that there are certain aspects of our OLD life that we inherited from Adam that are wrong and evil.  We know what they are -- lying, lust, hate, drunkenness, blasphemy, and some of the more outward things.  When we become a Christian, we realize that these have to go, and we give them up quite readily because they hurt us.  Many times they have injured us, and we are glad to see them go.  But there are other aspects of that same old life that we don't quite so readily see as being wrong, and we CLING to these.  

Now, if we hang onto these things, in effect what we are doing is saying: "Lord, isn't it all right to draw on Your life for deliverance from the sins I HATE, but to allow the manifestations of some of these little, harmless things that I LOVE?"   But, of course, they are NOT harmless at all.  The Holy Spirit, indwelling the believer, takes notice of the slightest sin and convicts him of it.

What we are really asking is what Paul asks here: “can we occasionally sin because we are now not under LAW but under GRACE?

And the answer is: "By no means!" Certainly not! Get serious!!! 

Grace is not license to do as we please, but the power to do as we should.  It gives us the freedom to serve God and to please God. – NOT SELF!!  The Christian’s freedom is in Christ Jesus and this excludes any possible thought that it might ever mean freedom to sin.

A proper outlet for our freedom is this: Make it a HABIT to be slaves to one another!!

Let’s now look at some spiritual principles that we need to understand in order to answer Paul’s question in verse 15:

VERSE 16 begins with a simple question: 

"Do you not know?" 

What Paul means is: "You should know. I can't believe you don't know this!" 

What is it that they don't know? 

“Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin to {resulting in} death, or of obedience to righteousness?” 

What on earth is Paul saying here?

The main principle Paul presents here is that "all human beings are bond-slaves of something."  ALL humans are bond-slaves, either to SIN resulting in death, or obedience to righteousness.  This is an unavoidable fact of life. 

I cannot sing with Frank Sinatra, "I Did It My Way," because the reality will be "I Did It SIN'S Way" unless I choose to be a bond-slave of Jesus Christ. 

When I read this verse I am reminded of a line from a song by counter-culture icon Bob Dylan.  At that time in Dylan’s life when he claimed to be a Christian he wrote a discerning song that may have been inspired by this passage.  It was called: "You Gotta Serve Somebody."  It went like this: "Now it may be the DEVIL, or it may be the LORD. But you gotta serve somebody."  I don’t know where Dylan’s faith is today, but his words could not be more true.

In 1934 Cole Porter wrote “Anything Goes.”  In 1970 Paul McCartney sang “Let It Be.”  But now, after we’re well into the experiment, we’re discovering a new freedom – It’s called FREE FALL.

What went wrong?  

The apostle Paul says that man constantly makes bad choices and the WORST choice that he makes is to reject God’s Son, Jesus Christ, and instead become a slave of sin.

For human beings, there is no such thing as autonomy.  We were created to serve and the only choice before us is serving GOD or serving SIN.  

Although the natural, freedom-seeking, rebellious mind recoils at the truth, no human being is his own master.  The popular notion that a person can master his own life and destiny is a delusion that SATAN has foisted on mankind ever since the Fall.  It was by that lie, in fact, that Adam and Eve were drawn into the first sin (Genesis 3:5). 

If the reality of man’s situation is honestly acknowledged, it becomes obvious that human beings are NOT independent creatures.  They are not and cannot be free in the sense in which the world defines and values freedom.  Many people resist the claims of Christ because they are afraid of having to give up their cherished freedoms.  Actually, of course, they have no freedoms to give up or lose. 

Why not?

The UNSAVED person is not free to do good or evil as he chooses.  He is bound and enslaved to SIN, and the only thing he can do is to serve SIN.  His only choices have to do with when, how, why, and to what degree he will sin.  When we choose voluntarily to sin we are not acting as free beings, we are offering ourselves as slaves to SIN. 

What Paul is telling us is that we do not have the choice of freedom or slavery; we only have the choice of WHO will be our master, SIN OR GOD.

SLAVERY is a concept that is very much out of place in our modern world.  The idea that one human can have the power to force another human to serve him is offensive to our modern minds.  The majority of us would recoil at the very thought of owning a slave, or especially, at the thought of being a slave.  But, did you know that SLAVERY is alive and well in our society?  In fact, there are slaves here in our fair city of Perth!  I'll go a step further and say that there are slaves in this very room!  Surprised? 

Well, it may surprise you to learn that we are ALL slaves!  The only difference lies in reference to WHICH master we serve.  It is very possible to sit next to a slave and not realize it.  It is also possible that the person sitting next to you is sitting next to a SLAVE! 

Some people are enslaved to their WORK.  They have one abiding allegiance in life and that is the job, where they live out slavish obedience.  Some are enslaved to things—POSSESSIONS.  All their waking thoughts are given to taking care of what they have or dreaming about how they can acquire more.  Others are enslaved to HABITS which dominate their existence.  The examples are limitless.  The ILL-TEMPERED are slaves to their tempers, the SENSUAL to their bodies.  We obey the THINGS which enslave us. 

Here Paul applies this principle SPIRITUALLY. 

This term “DOULOS” or "bond-slave” in our verse 16 is the most abject, servile term for a SLAVE in the Greek language.  It refers to one who has made a personal, lifelong choice to be the slave of ONE lord or master.  That master becomes the bond-slave's absolute owner and ruler. 

Typically a slave would be enslaved for a limited term such as 7 years, then would be offered his freedom.  He had the choice to be a freeman, and some masters even started a former slave in a business.  But, since homelessness and abject poverty were often the consequences when such businesses failed, sometimes a slave chose willingly to become a bond-slave of their master for LIFE.  If they chose this route, their EAR would be pierced and a ring would be put in the ear, or their HAND would have a bond-slave's ring put on for permanent wear.  Either ring would identify that person as a bond-slave of that particular master for the rest of their lives. 

Being a bond-slave means a voluntary, lifelong decision to submit yourself to the will and purpose of your master.

“DOULOS” also means one who serves another to the disregard of his own interests.  The unregenerate sinner serves Satan to the disregard of his own best interests.  He does so because he is compelled to do so.  For wages, he gets sin and death, sorrow and suffering.

The believer, with his own will and accord, serves the Lord Jesus with an abandon that says: “Nothing matters about me, just as long as the Lord Jesus is glorified”.
Paul is arguing from the logic of conversion, reflecting on the choice he made that day on the Damascus road.  On that day, he did business with the RISEN Jesus Christ!!  On that day, Paul chose to identify himself with Jesus Christ.  Paul became at that moment what he would be for the rest of his life: a loving BOND-SLAVE of Jesus Christ. 

In fact, you may recall that Paul begins the letter to the Romans by introducing himself first as a BOND-SLAVE of Jesus Christ.  Paul is asking them to remember the choice THEY TOO made at conversion: They chose to be bond-slaves of Jesus Christ, committing themselves to a lifelong obedience to Him.  This is the duty and obligation of every Christian.

By definition, a bond-slave has only ONE master.  That is the point of the RING: the bond-slave bears the mark of that one master alone.  The bond-slave carries the name of that master, just as we Christians carry the Name of our Master Jesus Christ. 

The bottom line is that if I am a bond-slave of Jesus Christ, I can serve no other master. It is unthinkable…Worse, it is pure treason!!  It would be like tearing His ring from my ear, or ripping it from my hand and flinging it into the gutter: it is as serious a denial as anything Peter swore the night he denied Jesus three times. 

The main verb in verse 16 is the word, “PRESENT”.  Paul reminds his readers of the principle that if you "present yourselves" to someone as bond-slaves, YOU SIGN ON FOR TOTAL OBEDIENCE. 

The word "present" or “yield” is the same word we’ve been looking at.  It’s the word “paristemi”.  It comes from “para”, which means alongside and “histemi”, which means to “place yourself”.  Basically, it means: "to stand as a servant, near one’s master, awaiting orders. 
Paul is saying: "Don’t you know? Don’t you remember how it used to be?" 

Sometimes I think we have forgotten what it was like to be lost and on a one- way ticket to the fires of Hell. 

The Apostle Paul is saying: "If you continue to present yourself to something, then you have chosen." 

By the way, it’s in the present tense, but it’s active voice!  Active voice means YOU initiated the action when you continually choose to do this.  It’s your choice.  You’re choosing to put yourself in that position. 

Notice the word "OBEY" in verse 16.  

The word "OBEY" is again the word “hupakoe”, which means: “to get up under something and listen to it in order to obey it”.  This word means: "to answer a knock at the door."  It pictures a butler hurrying to see who is at the door of a home. 

My friends, choices and decisions concerning how we live our lives come knocking every day!  When we open that door, we can either be a slave to SIN or we can be a slave to Jesus Christ.  It is a choice that you must make!  Jesus Himself said it in John 8:34: 

“Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin.”

When we engage in sin and choose to wilfully disobey God we become its SLAVES.  Sin affects us.  It affects OTHERS as well.  And if you don’t believe that, try this: 

Get up in a grumpy mood tomorrow morning, and snap at your WIFE.  What happens?  She snaps back, because she is NOT going to be out-snapped.  We like to make sure that we get the last snap.  So she snaps back.  Then YOU snap back.  Then you snap at the KIDS and they snap at you.  Pretty soon the whole house is in an uproar.  The whole house has taken on your rotten attitude, and the day is ruined because YOUR sin affects OTHERS.  

Our sin is not done in isolation.  It affects us, and makes us its SLAVES, and it affects those around us. 

Paul is saying: "Guys! Don’t you know that if you keep doing this, you’re making a conscious choice and statement that you’re choosing this to become your MASTER?"
Remember the context or background is found in Romans 6:13:
Verse 13 says, “And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin”.
That’s present tense! He’s talking to believers! He’s saying: 

"Don’t continue to present the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness." 

Paul takes that principle and begins to show us the consequence of making the wrong choice of WHO or WHAT it is that we want to RULE our lives.

I read of a church that had a sign in front of the church that said: "You are free to make any choice that you want, but you’re not free to choose its consequences."   Good thought!  There are consequences to whatever you choose to yield yourself to. 

Paul says in verse 16: 

“Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin to {resulting in} death,

Now the word "DEATH" there has no definite article in front of it.  To follow the pattern he started in chapter 5, if he were speaking of eternal death, he would have stuck the little "THE" in there in the Greek text.  So there’s a tremendous principle here for a believer and it is a very, very important one!!  What Paul’s saying here is there is a type of death for the Christian who allows SIN to be his master. 

The word, death, “thanatos”, basically means “separated from”.  When I die physically, I will leave my body behind and go to be in the Presence of the Lord Jesus.  Paul says: 

“….absent from the body and home with the Lord”. (2nd Corinthians 5:8)

There’s a departure, a separation.  But in a "lost" sense, when we were in Adam, we were eternally, spiritually separated from God the Father.  There’s that separation idea. 

I want to tell you something.  When we choose to let our FLESH rule our life, there’s a DEATH!!  

This “DEATH” for the Christian is that when we make that choice to let SIN be our MASTER, we begin to wither spiritually inside.  Becoming enslaved to sin affects us by making us dead or insensitive on the INSIDE to the things of GOD.  Dead to love; dead to the joy of serving Christ; dead to spiritual things, spiritually insensitive and spiritually blind. 

SIN working in our lives has a devastating effect.  It makes you a walking corpse as a Christian.  You begin to die slowly to the joy of Christ, to the adventure of serving Him, and you begin to be among the walking DEAD.  There’s a death to the realization of what God could have done by grace in your life.  There’s a death to the Presence and peace of God and the marvellous fellowship that you could have had with Him. 

These people progressively lose their desire to pray and to read God’s Word.  They feel uncomfortable and out of place around spiritual believers.  They find excuses for not attending church.  They are sowing this death daily by the way that they live.  Very soon they begin to REAP what they have SOWN, and in reaping what they have sown, God must chasten and discipline and scourge them and bring them back to their senses.  

That’s what we need to understand.  So, the Apostle Paul is saying: "There’s a truth here you had better firmly get a grasp on. You REALLY need to know this!!”
So, We’ve got a choice to make.  WHO do I want to be my MASTER?  Do I want it to be my FLESH?  Haven’t I got it yet that that ends in a miserable dead end street?  Or do I want the LORD JESUS to be my MASTER and daily learn to PRESENT MYSELF exclusively to Him?  That’s the universal truth the Apostle Paul brings out.  There are consequences to whatever choice you make. 

Jesus said in Matthew 6:24a: “No one can serve two masters” 

He only gave TWO.  That’s all you have.  He didn’t say that there were four or five.  Just TWO, that’s it!!

When a person chooses a master, he is under the total control of that master.  And, in a very real sense, the master we OBEY shows whose SLAVE we are.  We cannot say, “I’ll serve ONE master PART of the time and ANOTHER master the REST of the time.”  JESUS made it clear that it does NOT work that way.  He said: 

“for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other” (Matthew 6:24b). 

The SAME principle holds true in the spiritual realm.  If a person is a slave of SIN, he will serve sin.  If he is a slave of GOD, he will serve GOD.  SIN and GOD are mutually exclusive MASTERS.  We cannot be the slave of both!!

In Los Angeles, a man was walking down the street wearing a sandwich placard.  On the front it said “I am a SLAVE FOR CHRIST”.  On the back it read “WHOSE SLAVE ARE YOU?” 

How true.  That is the choice we ALL have.  Are YOU a slave of sin leading to death?  Or, are you a willing bond-slave of Christ leading to righteousness?

Whose slave are YOU? 
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ROMANS 6:17-18:- (N.A.S.)
17. “But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, (literally: to which you were “handed over”).

18. and having been freed from sin {as master}, you became slaves of righteousness”.

We saw in our last study that the core problem in Romans 6:16 was that we so easily forget WHO we now are in Christ. In short, we have an identity problem.

If we really knew WHO we are, we would never try to find ways to still play with sin while yet being identified with Christ.  Instead, we would focus on CHRIST as our MASTER, seeking to be absolutely available to Him, not allowing ourselves to be distracted so often by SIN. 

Paul said at the beginning of verse 16:  

"Do you not know ..." meaning, “you SHOULD know this; “I can’t believe that you don’t know this”.
Lest we forget WHO we are, and we often do, Paul traces for us the progression we went through at conversion, being transferred from SLAVERY to sin, to a lifelong choice of OBEDIENCE to Jesus Christ as the embodiment of the Gospel.  Paul calls us to remember a simple fact: At the moment of our conversion, we actively chose to make Jesus Christ Lord and Master of our lives. 

We signed on for a life of wholesale obedience, a life of total surrender to Him that HE might live HIS life through us.  Because we made such a decision, we no longer have the option to play around with sin, because sin has a way of grabbing hold of us and enslaving us if we play with it even a tiny bit. 

When the light and the truth of the Gospel first flooded into our hearts we made a conscious choice to identify ourselves with Jesus Christ, choosing to be called a "CHRISTIAN."  We enthusiastically gave Him OUR life that HE might live HIS life through us, thus making us bond-slaves of God. 

Paul describes our changed identity at the moment of conversion, looking first at how God identified us with CHRIST through baptism into His death, and looking second at how we chose to identify ourselves with Jesus Christ through BOND-SLAVERY.  When properly understood, this changed identity should dramatically affect our response to sin.  We begin to see sin as God sees it and we begin to understand what a deadly cancer it is.

Since we have been changed by God from the INSIDE out, and since we actively chose to be so changed and identified with Jesus Christ, we can no longer choose to sin without creating a terrible sense of internal conflict. 

Continuing in sin, playing around with sin, and especially deliberately sinning completely flies in the face of who we now are in Christ.  It is the bitterest of notes in our harmonious life with Jesus Christ. 

For us to sin is to deny our Christ and our very selves in Christ.  Paul has said that when we choose to disobey God and seek after slavery found in sin, we show the world that we prefer the OLD master “SIN” over and above Jesus Christ.

However, when we choose to “walk in Christ” we show the world that He is our Master who loved us and now resides in us compelling us to tell the world that they no longer have to be enslaved to sin and death and its ultimate outcome of eternal separation from their Creator. 

The testimony of the believer to a lost world is that he has already made his choice, and his choice is to serve a living and a holy God.  They too can choose to change masters and make Jesus Christ their new Master if they genuinely desire to be free.

Remember that Jesus said that no one can serve TWO masters.  When a person chooses a master, he has placed himself under the total control of that master.  And, in a very real sense, the master we OBEY shows WHOSE SLAVE we are!!  And by the way, there are only TWO kinds of slaves in this world, in the spiritual sense; slaves of SIN resulting in death, or slaves of GOD by faith, resulting in righteousness and obedience. 

As our relationship with Jesus Christ has so utterly changed us, so our response to sin must also utterly change.  We need to realize that Paul is teaching us in this chapter how to live for the glory of God, NOT the glory of ourselves. 

That’s the way Peter put it in 1st Peter 4:11:

“…If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 

That’s our goal – the glory of God through Jesus Christ.  It should be foremost in our minds at all times.

When we are under grace, God is at work in us to will and to do his good pleasure.  That’s a quote from Philippians 2:13, but let me show it to you from the immediate context of Romans 6:14-19.  The key verse on this point is verse 17: 

“But thanks be to God . . .” 

As Paul thinks back to our great salvation he praises GOD not man.  He’s thanking GOD.  He’s certainly not thanking man.  No credit is given to man.  Paul says: "But thanks be to GOD." 

We owe thanks to God whenever discussing the topic of salvation because He is the source of the Gift of salvation and He is the Author of salvation.  In other words, from start to finish, salvation is entirely GOD’S work.  The transformation from spiritual death to eternal life--from sin to obedience to God--is one that God Himself works in and through us.  He alone is to be thanked for His priceless, irrevocable gifts!

Salvation is offered as a free and irrevocable gift to anyone who places his faith and trust in Jesus Christ.  That’s why salvation once obtained, can never be lost.  Why?  Because it is an irrevocable gift from God Himself:

Romans 11:29:

“For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable”.  (unalterable - cannot be repealed or cancelled, or reversed)

Paul says: "Though you WERE slaves of sin." 

Paul puts it in the PAST tense because every true believer has been freed from COMPULSORY SLAVERY to their SIN NATURE.  He reminds us of the bondage we endured before we came to know Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour. 

For those who remember their lost life before salvation, it was a terrible time of SLAVERY to all sorts of evil desires, impulses and passions.  It was a time ruled by Satan, the world and the sin nature, where it seemed that the sinner had no control of his life and was being driven by another force.  Although many do not want to admit it, that is the actual condition of every human being before salvation. 

Sin's dominance began with Adam and Eve, and continues to this day.  Every man and woman is born into slavery to SIN.  And as a SLAVE to sin they must keep on offering themselves to the service of SIN in ever-increasing intensity.  

Like the drug addict, the person who offers himself to sin can never find final satisfaction in it, but must keep searching, burying himself deeper into misery and destruction.

When a person is serving SIN they can only be thinking about satisfying their needs in this life.  Yet knowing this life hangs by a thread forces them to get as much satisfaction from SIN as possible and deafens them to the call of God. 

Unregenerate men think they are FREE, but freedom to SIN means SLAVERY to sin, says Paul. 

When confronted with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, many are afraid it will restrict their liberty.  But the truth is, unregenerate men don't have any liberty!  There is no such thing as real freedom for an unregenerate person.  That’s because all unbelievers are SLAVES to sin.

There was a time in YOUR life when you too lived as a SLAVE to sin.  That’s why you ought to know better now than to go back to it again!!  You lived as a slave to the sin nature.  You jumped to its every beck and call.  That Adamic nature was within you completely RULING your life.  That’s been changed, but you still have the LAW OF SIN that lives within your FLESH that you have to deal with. 

When you were still in Adam you were SLAVES of the sin nature, but now that you are in Christ, you are a completely, brand NEW creation.  The problem is that many believers either don’t understand this, or worse still, don’t believe it!! That’s why they have an “identity” problem.

Paul says: “You became OBEDIENT”  

What do you think he’s talking about? 

At the time of your salvation you made a CHOICE to serve the living and holy God.  Paul is speaking here about the obedience of FAITH. 

If we go back to Romans 1 verse 5, we find obedience linked with FAITH when Paul says God has given him grace to call men of all nations to "obedience of FAITH."  That is, to OBEY the message of the GOSPEL by repenting and believing on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The very FAITH that frees us from the condemnation of the Law, which we could never perfectly keep, simply assumes a total commitment to OBEY GOD. 

A Christian believes in Jesus Christ as an initial act of obedience and then follows through with a lifetime goal of obedience to Him.  We are to be continuously submitting to our new Master Jesus Christ and obedience is the expression of that faith that we have in Him.  All who are truly justified are obedient to God, and the longer you live with Christ, the more obedient you will become.  True faith is OBEYING faith!!

In 1st Peter 1:22 Peter says: 

“….you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit….”

When a person comes to Jesus Christ through saving faith, God purifies his soul.  He becomes a brand NEW creation, resulting in a life of obedience.  We need to understand that when we are spiritually “born again”, we have imparted to us a NEW nature that can now obey Christ and obey the written Word of God. 

However, a believer must still contend with the law of sin in his flesh which constantly wages war against his mind.  This is why he must strive to “walk in the Spirit”.

Paul went through the experience, as we shall see in the next chapter, of being a NEW Christian and discovering that there was no good whatsoever in his FLESH.  In fact, he says in Romans 7:18: 

“ For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells;”

Although many of us have not discovered this, there is absolutely no good in us; the old nature has no good in it. 

The second startling fact is this: there is no power in the new nature.  That’s where most of us make our mistake.  We think that because we are now Christians, we can walk on top of the world.  But we can’t!!  We are just as weak as we’ve ever been before.  This is the reason that we have to walk by FAITH and in the power of the Holy Spirit letting Him have His way in our daily lives.  That’s why the apostle Paul says in Galatians 5:16:
“ Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh”.

The Christian life is indeed a superior way of life that requires supernatural power to live it.  Only the Spirit of God can produce the Christian life in us, as we shall see.

Paul says to these believers in Rome that they: “became obedient from the HEART”, which is at the very centre of why true believers will never throw their freedom from the Law in God’s face by DISOBEDIENCE.  The person who has been truly touched by God’s forgiving grace has been so radically changed that at the CORE of his being he wants nothing more than to honour and glorify the Lord Jesus Christ with his life.  This is a mark of a TRUE Christian.

“ Obedience from the HEART”  is a wonderful description of FAITH.  It shows that FAITH comes from the HEART, NOT ONLY THE MIND.  It shows that faith results in obedience because if we really believe something we will ACT according to that belief.

It was not possible for you as an unsaved person to have "become obedient " to God from your OLD heart.  Romans 1:30 says that while you were still in Adam, unsaved, you were a rebel and you hated God and wanted to have nothing to do with Him.  But thanks be to God that by HIS DOING we have been given a new heart, a new lease on life, and we are now in Christ, in His wisdom, His righteousness, His sanctification, His redemption!! (1st Corinthians 1:30)  What a glorious Saviour!!   What a priceless salvation.  Christ has set us free to obediently serve Him from our hearts.

God frees from the slavery of sin!!  The JUSTIFIED do not make peace with SIN; they make WAR on sin. God sees to it.

In the New Testament a NEW HEART is the result of conversion and the grounds from which our obedience of faith flows.  (Matthew 5:8 22:37 Romans 10:10 2nd Corinthians 4:6 Ephesians 6:6 Romans 6:17 1st Peter 3:15)
Only a NEW heart would desire to be pleasing to God.  And God Himself is the One who makes this possible.  The writer to the Hebrews prayed in Hebrews 13:21 that the God of Peace would:

“make you complete in every good work to do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.”

True salvation does not come from water baptism, church membership, religious activity, or taking a spiritual pilgrimage.  Salvation comes only by FAITH in Christ, which results in obedience from the HEART. 

Paul says they were obedient: "to that FORM of teaching to which they were committed." 

The Greek word for “FORM” is “Tupos”.  The word, “FORM” can mean “pattern,” a “die,” an “imprint”, a “stamp or scar” or ”shape”. 

That same word is used in John 20:25 for the imprint that the nails left in Jesus’ hands.  Those nails pressed into His hands, leaving a permanent mark.  

This word referred to a mould into which molten gold is poured, causing the gold to take a pre-designed shape.  The idea is that God wants to shape us; - first He melts us by the work of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God.  Then He pours us into His mould of truth - that form of doctrine and shapes us into His image.  When the metal has cooled, we are lifted out and the new shape is that of a SLAVE of Jesus Christ. 

The Gospel teaching that you submit to when you become a Christian stamps you with its image.  The Gospel marks people with something NEW that hadn’t been there before.  

And here in Rome a new race was appearing in human society.  They were called Christians, because they were being shaped into images of CHRIST.  They had been slaves to sin, but now a new image was emerging visibly in their personalities.  And Paul’s whole point is that this transforming impact is the triumph of GRACE.  

So Paul says in our verse 17:
“But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching {doctrine} to which you were committed,

The word “COMMITTED” there is the word that means: “to be handed over to”; “to deliver over to something”.  It’s aorist passive and means that I didn’t hand myself over to it.  I became obedient and was handed over to it. 

What is Paul talking about here?  What form of teaching or doctrine is he talking about? 

It’s got to be the Gospel, but listen: If we’re going to stay real true to the context, the doctrine is that when you were saved, you became a SLAVE of the Lord Jesus Christ!!  That fact is indelibly imprinted on every believer walking on the face of this earth.  There is no other acceptable lifestyle for a believer.  That’s imprinted on us.  He sets a MARK on us. 

When you find a believer who says you can go back and live in sin, what you’ve just done is found somebody who has tried to go upstream.  The current’s flowing the other way!  He had to turn and go against the current to go back into sin. 

You see, a believer needs to assess what he did and what happened to him when he received Christ as Lord and Saviour.  You simply cannot invite a holy God into your life without understanding Who is going to be in control of your life!  

You may not understand all of the terminology of it, but there is something you really need to understand about your salvation!  You’re coming OUT of something, but you’re also going IN to something.  There’s got to be an understanding of what you’re coming OUT of.  You’re coming OUT from a lifestyle of habitual sin, but you’re turning to serve a living and holy God who has saved you from the fires of Hell!!  How we need to be reminded of this every day of our lives!! 

Contrary to what some may believe, salvation is NOT membership in a church.  Nor is it a "fire insurance" policy so you won’t go to Hell.  We often hear the words, “salvation”; “saved”; “rescued”; “delivered”; but from WHAT have we been saved and delivered? 

A Christian  has been delivered from his helpless, lost condition in Adam, where he was an ungodly sinner and an enemy of God bound for Hell.  Nobody could save him, and he certainly couldn’t save himself.  Only Jesus Christ, the unique God-man of the universe, could do that!  He left His glory in Heaven and came and died FOR me and AS me, and I now willingly serve Him as His bond-slave because I love Him and I owe Him my loyalty and my allegiance.

That’s why Paul says in verse 18:
“and having been freed from sin {as master}, you became slaves of righteousness”.

Unfortunately, some believers have confused the real meaning of this verse.

The term, “FREED FROM SIN” does not mean that they no longer committed acts of sin.  The context shows that this is referring to freedom from the SIN NATURE as the dominating power in their lives.

Before a person comes to Christ, he can do nothing but sin.  Even an unbeliever's good deeds fall into the category of sin because they're not done in the power of the Holy Spirit for the glory of God.  God actually describes them as “filthy rags”. (Isaiah 64:6)

Only those who believe in Jesus Christ are truly free from the tyrannical power of sin, for only Christians can choose whether to sin or not.  At salvation, we are free to do right for the first time in our lives.  We are for the first time in our lives, SLAVES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

The verbs in this verse are significant.  

The verb in the first part of verse 18, "having been FREED" is “ELEUTHEROO”.  It’s the word for freedom or liberation.  The "oo" at the end is significant!  In this particular verse there are two Greek verbs that end in two “o’s”.  Those two “o’s” mean something when they are put together. 

Dr. Zodhiates’ Word Study Dictionary says: "Verbs which end in double o’s generally indicate bringing out that which a person is or that which is desired, but not usually referring to the mode in which the action takes place."

So, let’s read it as: “and having been shown to be freed from sin…”. 

So when Paul says you were freed from sin, he means it was put on display for everybody to look at.  Paul is saying: “Everything about you began to change for the better, and those around you were noticing it!!  It was self-evident to everyone by your NEW lifestyle!!
This was their testimony in Rome, which was a pagan area at that time.  Paul was writing to believers in Rome.  

Paul says: "Everybody there knows you’ve been freed from sin.  They’ve seen it!  No one can miss it!" 

What’s YOUR testimony today, believer?  Have YOU been shown to be freed from sin?  Do unbelievers notice that your lifestyle is noticeably different from theirs?  If you are a believer and your answer to that question is, “no”, then you need to address this matter immediately!

BUT HOW were these believers in Rome shown to be freed from sin? 

Look at the next verb in verse 18!! 

“You became slaves of righteousness”. 

It’s a double "o" verb and literally means “you were shown to be enslaved to righteousness”.  God “enslaved” you to righteousness.  It’s in the same tense—aorist passive!  

“Doulos” is the word for slave but the word here is “DOULOO”.  There are those two little “o’s” again! 

Let’s read our verse this way: 

"having been [shown to be] freed from sin, you were [shown to be] slaves of righteousness." 

In other words, something changed in your life, and all of a sudden you didn’t live like you used to live.  You began to live differently.  Paul is saying: "Do you remember the time when you placed your faith in Christ and were born again and you surrendered your life to Him?  Do you realize that everybody in Rome saw the difference in your life? Your whole lifestyle changed." 

That’s your testimony.  So when you say: "I’m going to go back and live like I used to live in sin," you are denying your own testimony.  You are denying the teaching to which you are committed!!  

What are you doing thinking that you can go back and live in sin again?  You have just gone against everything that salvation represents in God’s Word!!   You have been freed FROM sin, but certainly not freed TO sin!!  

When someone has been freed from the LAW by God’s grace, they have NOT become independent.  Instead, they have become a SLAVE to righteousness.  What this means for them is that they must reject sin and embrace a life of righteousness, a life lived according to God’s Word. 

What’s YOUR testimony?  Have YOU turned away from sin to serve a living and a holy God?  What kind of testimony do we have? 

"Don’t tell me. Show me!"  is what the Apostle Paul is saying.

We have choices that we continue to make, but as a Christian, we have already made the most important choice.  That choice is to faithfully serve the Lord Jesus Christ daily in our lives. 

So we see the truth that is universal: Whomever or whatever you choose to serve becomes your MASTER, and there are going to be consequences to that choice.  You are free to make any choice that you want, but you’re NOT free to choose its consequences!!

Salvation is a serious business.  God takes this issue very seriously; how about YOU?

“Can a believer walk back into sin?”   

"CAN" should not be the question. 

The question is WHY would you even think about it?  Your whole testimony is going to be completely annulled and ruined if you go back and let your FLESH control you again. 

But if you do, then understand that you have willingly surrendered to it by a conscious choice.  You’re telling the world:  "I’d rather Jesus not be Master over me.  I’d rather that SIN be master over my life."
If that is your statement, then you have deserted and betrayed the One who loves you and Who died for you. You are guilty of treason against the King of Kings!!

Alexander the Great went out to visit his troops and history records that they brought to him a coward, a deserter.  Alexander the Great looked at this man and said: "What’s your name?"   The man replied: "Alexander."   They had the same name.  History records that Alexander took his finger and stuck it in that young man’s forehead and said: "Son, you either change your behaviour or you change your name!!" 

To me, that’s what Paul is telling us in Romans chapter 6.  If you are going to call yourself a Christian, then you’d better have a lifestyle that backs it up!!  Otherwise, you my friend, are wearing a mask and a cap with the word, “hypocrite” written on it!!

Whose slave are YOU? 

You don't answer that question by coming to church on Sunday morning.  You answer that question by the choices you make and the lifestyle you live during the week.

Every day you have TWO ways you can go.  You can go toward SIN or you can go toward GOD.  If you go toward SIN, do you know what you are? You're a SLAVE TO SIN.  If you go toward GOD, do you know what you are? You're a SLAVE OF GOD and of RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

Wesley G. Huber made a choice about whose slave he was going to be and this is what he said:

“I am a marked man, marked with the marks of my Master Jesus Christ.  I am a SLAVE—a slave to righteousness, and not to sin; a slave to honesty, and not to deception; a slave to purity, and not to vice; a slave to liberty, and not to license; a slave of the kingdom, and not of the crowd; a slave to faith, and not to fear; and, best of all, a slave to Jesus Christ, and not to this world, my sin nature or Satan.  As a slave, I must make haste and be about my Master’s business”.       

Does that describe YOUR lifestyle and how you feel today?

Awake, Christians!  Get up and get busy.  Here, at the end of the Age, it is time that we let the Spirit of Light control us.  

Christ gives us that light by which we may see our right paths, and that light which we may share with those whose minds are darkened by some sin in their lives. 

Let us redeem what little time may be left! 

Attend church regularly.  Preach the Word.  Get serious with your faith and get serious with Jesus Christ.  Very soon now you will be standing in His very Presence!!

MESSAGE 63

ROMANS 6:19-21:-

19. “I am speaking in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented {yielded} your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in further lawlessness, so now present {yield}  your members as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification”.

20. For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.

21. Therefore what benefit were you then deriving from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the outcome {end} of those things is death”.

VERSE 19 states: 

“I am speaking in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh”. 

Paul uses this familiar metaphor which he describes as “human terms”.  

“I’m speaking to you in human terms.” 

He doesn’t mean he is not speaking by inspiration, but he is speaking in a manner which we will understand.  And we will understand by these “human terms” that we are actually SLAVES. (Servants)

The word for "human terms" is “ANTHROPINOS”.  It means that which refers to, belongs to, or pertains to fleshly mankind. 

“because of the weakness of your flesh.”
What is the “weakness” of the human flesh? 

What is it that Paul says: "I want to relate to you on an area of weakness that all of us have"? 

Paul could be referring to either of the two following things. (or perhaps both) namely: That we are weak and dull in understanding deep spiritual truths, or that we are weak and fragile beings with regard to the law of sin in our flesh.

The word "FLESH" in verse 19 parallels the term "MORTAL BODY" in verse 12.  These terms, along with the terms, "BODY OF SIN" and "MEMBERS", describe man's mortality, where sin finds its base of operation. 

It is not the new you--the new creation in Christ that gives way to sin, but the sin that dwells in your flesh.  The FLESH is that part of man that is influenced by sin.  As long as we are encased in fallen, fleshly bodies, we will struggle with sin.

According to the Word of God, we are all slaves.  Did you know that?  If you are a human being on planet earth, you have been created weak in Adam, and not only that, you are a SLAVE. (Servant)  Regardless of whether you’re serving CHRIST or whether you’re serving SATAN, you are a SLAVE.  You can do nothing but serve. 

Jesus said in Matthew 6:24 that: 

"No one can serve TWO masters" 

There are only two!  There will never be more than two.  You’ll serve and love one, and you’ll hate the other. 

Paul explains here, I think, why he uses the term “SLAVES”.  He half-way apologizes in the last verse for using it.  Paul apologizes for using SLAVERY as an illustration, because it was so degrading and pervasive, and especially because many of his Roman readers were SLAVES.  Yet he knows that this is an illustration that works well with his readers.  Put simply, Paul is using human analogies because we often need help in understanding these deep spiritual truths. 

SLAVERY was common in the Roman Empire.  Out of the 120 million people in the Roman Empire, one half were slaves during the first century.  Many Christians were slaves.  And the little Epistle to Philemon reveals that freedom was a prized possession and difficult to obtain. 

Now, the religious rulers were insulted when the Lord Jesus suggested that they too, were SLAVES OF SIN. 

John 8:33–34:

33.  “They answered Him, "We are Abraham's descendants, and have never been in bondage to anyone…..; 

34.  Jesus answered them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin”.

These self-righteous Jews boasted of their descent from Abraham and said that they had never been in bondage.  But this simply was not true.  Israel had been in bondage to Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Greece, and now Rome.  But even more than that, even while they still spoke with the Lord Jesus they were in bondage to SIN and to SATAN!!  This is why Jesus went on to say in the same chapter that they were of their father the devil who is a liar and the father of lies. (John 8:44)

Paul says in our verse 19:
“For just as you presented {yielded} your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in further lawlessness,………”.

Paul is talking about our pre-conversion days. He says: "Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity." 

All unbelievers are in a state of sin and have no choice but to sin.  Yielding to sin comes naturally to them.  Sin to an unbeliever is a lifestyle, whereas to the Christian, sin is now a conscious choice!!  

The apostle Paul was saying that's the way the Roman believers used to be when they were under the bondage of SIN.  The verb is aorist active indicative.  He is pointing back to a specific point in time.  He says: "Back then when you were in Adam, you were a compulsive slave to SIN."  He says: “you served impurity and lawlessness”. 

The Greek word translated "impurity " means, "inward pollution," and  “lawlessness" means "outward lawlessness." 

"Impurity" is the word that has to do with those immoral impulses on the inside that many tend to yield to.  "Lawlessness" are the acts that you do as if nobody is watching over you.  In other words, you lived as if you were outside of the law.

Paul was saying that unbelievers are slaves of sin, polluted on the inside and evil on the outside.  They continually yield themselves to SIN both internally and externally.  Some believers used to be like that.  Some among the believers at Corinth, before they came to Christ, used their bodies for impurity.  But now that they had received Christ, they well understood what being a slave to impurity meant. 

Paul says that before, when SIN was our master, we presented {yielded} our members to impurity and lawlessness, resulting in our entrapment in “further lawlessness”. 

There is a progression in verse 19: first yielding the body as a servant to sin, then to impurity, and then to lawlessness which leads to further lawlessness. 

We need to remember that SIN will take you further than you ever wanted to stray and keep you longer than you ever intended to stay, and cost you a whole lot more than you ever dreamed you would pay!! 

You commit one sin, begin to yield to it, and it’ll take you into further lawlessness, deeper and more consequential.  This means you can tell a LIE but you can't tell just one.  You tell a lie and then you tell another.  Then you tell another one to cover up the second one.  Then you tell another one to cover up the third one.  

One sin always tends to lead to another.  Just as smoking can easily lead to “chain smoking”, unchecked SIN can often lead to “chain sinning”.

I’m sure that you can recall the experience of David who lusted after a married woman named Bathsheba.  If we were to trace from the beginning David’s rapid fall into the common TRAP called “chain sinning”, it would go like this:  

Lust – Seduction – Adultery, leading finally to Bathsheba’s pregnancy;

Recall of Uriah from the battlefield;

David’s hypocrisy and deceit toward Uriah; 

David causes Uriah to get drunk;

And finally, David sends faithful and loyal Uriah with his own “death note“ to his commander Joab ordering Joab to send Uriah into an area on the battlefield that would ensure Uriah’s certain death.

Remember that this all started with just ONE sin!!  SIN took David further than he ever wanted to go, and cost him a whole lot more than he ever dreamed he would have to pay.  That is the nature of sin!!

In effect, Paul is saying to these believers in Rome: 

"Haven’t you learned anything?  Do you think you can mock God and continue in sin?  Do you mean to tell me that you haven’t learned anything from being dead and lost in your trespasses and sins holding a one-way ticket to Hell?  You USED to live that way, and it was like a magnet dragging you down into the cesspit of death and Hell.  Do you want to go back and serve the flesh again?  Is that the choice you want to make after having been set free from all of that?  May it never be!  Get serious!!"

SIN inevitably leads to more sin; it is like a CANCER reproducing itself.  SIN keeps on reproducing itself until the whole person is destroyed.  SIN is a cruel master.  No one gets away with sin.  It will reproduce itself until it casts a person into the fires of Hell.  When are we ever going to wise up about this?  When are we ever going to get smart about sin? 

Sometimes we are so stupid that we willingly go back to it even though we KNOW it's going to harm us.  We go back even though we know it's going to pull us down and cause us and others heartache.  We go back to it even though we know it will grieve our loving Heavenly Father.  We know it's going to hurt us and hurt others, BUT WE DO IT ANYWAY!!  When are we going to get smart about SIN? 

You shouldn’t ever want to go back and habitually serve SIN again.  As a matter of fact, for a believer, it’s impossible to live a continuous lifestyle of habitual sin.  The Spirit of God lives permanently in you now, and the resurrection power of God is there to cause you to live differently. 

Instead of presenting our members as SLAVES to impurity and to lawlessness, Paul says:

“so now present {yield} your members as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification”. (holy living)

Paul didn't tell believers to present their SOULS, but their BODIES--the unredeemed part of man.  The believer is to present his BODY and renew his MIND because that is where the potential battleground is for SIN.

Paul said this in 1st Corinthians 9:27:
"But I buffet [discipline] my body and make it my slave………" (NASB). 

In the Christian life, there is a necessity for self-control and discipline.  We must draw on the resurrection power within us and keep our sinful flesh under control.

What happens when we present our members as slaves to righteousness? 

It results in sanctification or holy living.  If we present {yield} our members as slaves to righteousness, spiritual FRUIT will come forth, and more and more righteousness will grow in us through the process of sanctification. 

The word “sanctification” is “HAGIASMOS” and means that which God affects within a person’s life.  It means God set us apart at salvation and He is causing the result of that to be worked out through holy living in our lives through His Spirit as we obey Him. 

When you choose to let Jesus Christ be your Master, He will work out the sanctifying process in your life through the Holy Spirit.  It’s a treasure... a discovered treasure.  It’s discovered when you learn to OBEY the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Paul’s talking about God causing a person to become holy and holier as he serves Christ, and the longer he serves Christ the more and more his behaviour begins to line up with the behaviour that a Christian ought to have.  You can’t do it any other way.  It’s as that beautiful hymn says:  “Trust and obey, for there’s no other way; To be happy in Jesus; But to trust and obey”.
Just as lawlessness leads to more lawlessness, in the same way the more we choose to obey Christ, the easier obedience becomes, and the more Christ is seen in and through us. 

Commentator Martyn Lloyd-Jones said:

"As you go on living the righteous life and practicing it with all your might, energy, and time, you will find that the process that went on before in which you went from bad to worse and became viler and viler is entirely REVERSED.  You will become cleaner and cleaner and purer and purer and holier and holier and more and more conformed to the image of the Son of God." 

Paul tells us to make not only ourselves available fully to our Master, but our tongues, our minds, our hands, our ears, and our spiritual gift and natural talents. 

Let's take the example of the tongue.  You can serve SIN and get hung by your tongue, or you can serve GOD by using your tongue to uplift, praise and encourage someone.

How can we live a life of presenting ourselves and our members and making them constantly available to Jesus Christ? 

First of all, make the prayer on your lips and in your heart a prayer of total availability to Him.  As the sun rises, let us rise to a day of total availability to Him. 

How can God use us when our days are so filled that we have no space or time for God?  How can God use us when we spend all our time listening to others gossip on the phone rather than spending time in prayer listening to the gentle voice of the Holy Spirit? 

How can God use us if our minds are so filled with worries and "what if?" scenarios that we forget to reflect on God's goodness and faithfulness and His inexhaustible provision for us? 

How can my tongue be a blessing if I don’t control it, but let it blurt out complaints and whining every time something doesn't go my way? 

This verse is a mirror of verse 13 which tells us to make ALL of ourself and all that we have and own available to Jesus Christ, that His life might be seen in us.  The greatest privilege man can have is to serve the living God.

When Israel was in bondage in Egypt, God gave Pharaoh a command: 

"Let my people go" (Exodus 7:16). 

But most people don't quote the rest of the verse, which says: 

"Let my people go, that they may SERVE Me ". 

People do not correctly understand God's Word if they don't understand OBEDIENCE.  God didn't say to Pharaoh: 

"Let My people go so they can roam around and do whatever they want the rest of their lives." 

God delivered the children of Israel from the bondage of their cruel masters in Egypt to become committed to a NEW Master.  Unfortunately, it took a whole generation to learn that. 

We too, as Christians, have been delivered from the bondage and ruling power of our sin nature.  We haven't been freed from SIN to do only what we want, but what HE wants.  Paul really wants to drive these points home.  You can imagine him going back and forth saying:

"You can’t go back.  Don’t go back!  You’re a new creation now!  God lives in you!  Don’t ever forget what it was like when you served SIN as your master." 

Paul says in VERSE 20:
“For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness”.

Paul is pointing them back and showing them how bad it used to be.  He says:  "When you were slaves you used to live that lifestyle of serving sin and serving unrighteousness.  Haven’t you learned anything?"  

He says: "Back then, when you were in Adam, unsaved, you were free in regard to righteousness." 

What does that mean? 

The word for freedom, “ELEUTHEROS”, which we have seen quite often, is the word that means “you were UNRESTRAINED”. (uninhibited)  There was no check on your life, no accountability.  You were independent.  You lived any way you wanted to live. 

By saying that unbelievers are "free in regard to righteousness" Paul meant that unbelievers cannot respond in righteousness to God because they do not feel any need to do so. 

Looking at verse 20, we find it is a mirror of verse 18 which says: 

“and having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness”. 

Both verses taken together make one poetically forceful point: these TWO bond-slaveries are mutually exclusive.  If you are the bond-slave of our Righteous CHRIST, you are set free from your old master called SIN, and if you are the bond-slave of SIN you are free from the righteousness of Christ because you are completely unaware of it and it seems like nonsense to you. 

The two bond-slaveries (“slaves of sin” and “slaves of righteousness”) are galaxies apart!!  Paul's point here is that the two should never mix.  The bond-slave of GOD is to be sold-out to Him in righteous obedience, not looking in any way to toy with sin. 

The unsaved person is free—free from righteousness, but his bondage to SIN only leads him deeper into slavery so that it becomes harder and harder for him to do what is right.  The Prodigal son is an example of this (Luke 15:11-24). 

When he was at home, he decided he wanted his freedom, so he left home to find himself and enjoy himself.   But his rebellion only led him deeper into slavery.  He was the slave of wrong desires, then the slave of wrong deeds; and finally he became a literal slave when he took care of the pigs.  He wanted to find himself, but he lost himself!  

What he thought was freedom turned out to be the worst kind of SLAVERY.  It was only when he returned home and yielded to his father that he found TRUE freedom.

Paul reminds those believers in Rome, as he continues, of how FRUITLESS those pre-conversion days were.  Paul now asks us to honestly assess what life was like under the bond-slavery to sin, under that old tyrannical master:

In Verse 21 Paul says:

“Therefore what benefit were you then deriving from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the outcome of those things is death”.

The word "benefit" is the word “karpos” -  literally "FRUIT". 

What good fruit was produced during the entire period of your life when you were enslaved to sin?  There is obviously NONE!  I was free from righteousness and completely fruitless!!

Jesus said in Matthew 7:17-b:

 … “nor can a bad tree bear good FRUIT”. 

The phrase,"Deriving from"  in our verse 21 is the word that means “to have” or to “hold on” to. 

Paul is saying: "What was it that you had that was worth anything that you could hold on to back when you were living as a slave of unrighteousness? Not a thing. You were ashamed." 

Now, as we look back on our lives, we are ashamed.  The word “ashamed” means that we are embarrassed, humiliated and disappointed.  The sad fact is that a sinful life is a futile and WASTED life!  It can produce nothing that will endure, except a legacy of sin and of evil!  What good came from all the activities and choices of which you are now ASHAMED? 

If you are like me, recalling that period of your life is like surveying a graveyard at midnight.  There are stones marking failed relationships, there are stones marking whole wasted years, with nothing more than an epitaph to show for them. There are stones marking my own foolish failures, moral and otherwise. 

There may be whole family plots marking nothing more than a legacy of godlessness. 

Each of us can look back in our lives at something we are ashamed of.  Do YOU have anything in your past that you're ashamed of?  We have all experienced shame at times.  We all know what it is like.

Those shameful deeds that we would like to forget, but can't; hurtful words that we wish we had never said; strained relationships that go on for years, so that whenever we meet certain people we feel uncomfortable in their presence. 

Sin does that.  Sin first enslaves and, second, sin makes you ASHAMED. 

The Bible says that men love darkness rather than light because they're ashamed of their deeds.  Ashamed of their faults, ashamed of their actions.  Sin makes you ashamed.  A true believer looks back on his life before Jesus Christ and sees a lot to be ashamed of. 

However people who don't know Christ tend to glory in the things believers are ashamed of.  They still find delight in doing the things that now cause YOU to feel ashamed.

If you engage in sin, you will become ashamed. 

So Paul's question in Romans 6:15 now becomes more clear. (“What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not”!!)

WHY would someone want to come to Christ and then continue sinning when the only fruit of that sin is something to be utterly ashamed of?  There is a very important principle in Scripture and that is the principle of sowing and reaping. 

Galatians 6:7 says: 

“Do not be deceived [don't kid yourself];: God is not {cannot be} mocked”. 

This is written to Christians. 

Galatians 6:8 says: 

“For the one who sows to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption….”

You can't drop the seed of evil into your heart without reaping from it the harvest, the fruit of corruption.  A man reaps what he sows.  If you sow CORN, you will reap the effect, which is corn.  If you sow WHEAT, you will reap the effect, which is wheat.  If you sow SIN, you will reap the effect of sin, which is SLAVERY and SHAME. 

You can be a Christian and know all the delivering truth of Romans 6.  You can be a teacher of that truth, and yet, because you still choose to let live what God declares has no right to live, you never realize the peace and the joy of Jesus Christ living His perfect life through you. 

We have seen that sin produces SLAVERY and SHAME, but it also produces something else.  One horrible product of SIN is that sin produces MEMORIES.  This is a major problem for Christians.  How do we deal with the awful memories of SIN?  

You see, Satan uses those memories.  He recalls those memories to tempt you and to condemn you and to accuse you.  Many Christians suffer greatly because of sinful things that they have done and can not change; things of which they are now ashamed. 

SIN fills us with guilt and regret, and we lament to ourselves: “Oh, if only I had done it differently.  If only I could go back and change that situation.  How could I have been so stupid?”
We mentally kick ourselves for being so dumb as to do something like that.  I'm sure we could all tell stories about things we have done that we regret to this day.  SIN produces memories, and many people are haunted by those memories.  They are ashamed of what they have done.  And that shame does not easily go away. 

We must remember that just as God has forgiven our sins and never looks upon them again, so we too, should no longer dwell on sins committed in the past and already forgiven by God.

The apostle Paul who referred to himself as the “chief of sinners” said this in Philippians 3:13-14:
13. “…..but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead,

14. I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”

If you ALLOW it to do so, the shame of sin can destroy the quality of your life.  It is imperative that believers leave all past and forgiven sins buried in God’s “Sea of Forgetfulness” and no longer dredge them up and dwell on them.  Since God says that He no longer looks at those sins anymore, DON’T YOU EITHER!!

Since prevention is always better than cure, the best policy by far is to avoid sin by fleeing from it just like Joseph did!!

Paul says at the end of verse 21: "For the outcome of those things is DEATH." 

The Greek word for “outcome” is “TELOS”.  It means the conclusion or the end result of something.  The conclusion or end result of sin is DEATH. 

WHY would a Christian, who is justified by grace through faith, redeemed by the precious shed blood of Jesus Christ, and given the choice to do right, ever CHOOSE to sin?  WHY would someone choose to sin when sin only begets more sin, then shame, and finally DEATH?  Death is conscious human existence right here and now in slavery to SIN.  

So don’t be fooled, death has many faces!! 

Death is PRIDE, distorting judgment and leading us to reckless and harmful choices.  

Death is LUST, eroding trust, loyalty and self-respect.  

Death is HATRED, wounding people with looks, words and deeds.  

Death is LAZINESS, squandering opportunities.  

Death is ENVY, destroying contentment and happiness.  

Master Sin dutifully pays his slaves a wage.  It’s the DEATH in every taste of sinful experience.  

A. T. Pierson has written:  “Every sin tends to death, and if persisted in, ends in death as its goal and fruit”.

An unsaved life is described by God as: 

“fruitless, wasted, ineffective, futile, DEATH!”

James 1:14-15 is similar to our verse 21: (especially, James 1:15)

14. “But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.

15. Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth DEATH”.

Death always refers to SEPARATION.  SIN always separates us from GOD. 

SIN is often more than a single action; it is the result of a PROCESS.  The sequence of lust, deception, choice and disobedience will produce TEMPORAL death in the believer.  

By this I mean that the believer is in a state of CARNALITY, out of fellowship with His heavenly Father through committing some SIN.  It is for a Christian, a form of “LIVING DEATH”.

The EARLIER we address ourselves in this process, the EASIER it will be to overcome sin.  Conversely, the LONGER we wait in the process the more difficulty we will have in overcoming the sin. 

SIN always results in "DEATH" of some kind – "death" to relationships, to dreams and goals, to self-respect, and any number of things.  When sin is allowed to continue, something is always DESTROYED. 

It is NOT a sin to be tempted, but it is very dangerous and unwise to dwell upon the temptation.  Every moment we entertain the thought of satisfying a desire the WRONG way, the potential for yielding to that sin INCREASES.  The moment we yield and take the bait, we have sinned and invited DEATH in some form into our lives. 

SIN brings a spiritual or moral death on people, on all the powers and faculties of their souls, and is followed with a physical death.  And if God’s salvation has been rejected, it will end in an eternal death; for however right and good the ways of SIN may seem to the carnal mind, "the end thereof are the ways of death".

Proverbs 14:12:-

“There is a way which seems right to a man, But its end is the way of DEATH”.

I read of a story about a couple who had been in a bar until early in the morning in a smoke-filled atmosphere.  They stepped out on the sidewalk and the guy took a deep breath and said, “What in the world is that smell?”  

She said, “It's fresh air!” 

Sometimes we have breathed in the old sin-infested air of the world for so long that we think it is fresh air.  Surrendering to Christ is like breathing a breath of REAL fresh air once again. 

You may be a Christian, but perhaps you’ve become enslaved to some sin with words and habits and values that dishonour God and degrade you.  I invite you to become God’s fulfilled, dignified SLAVE.  

Are you struggling with surrendering a particular area of your life to Christ?

Come to Him bound in your chains and ask: “Lord, may I serve You instead?  I’ve been serving another master, and I don’t want it any more.  Receive me as Your willing SLAVE.”  

Surrender to God that area of struggle that’s been holding you back.  

He promises you GRACE.  

I would like to invite you to come back to the privilege, the gift, the grace, of SLAVERY TO GOD, where your desires are fulfilled as you yield to the will of God.  
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Previously we saw that SIN inevitably leads to more sin; it is like a CANCER reproducing itself until the whole person is destroyed.  We saw that sin produces SLAVERY and SHAME, and that sin produces unpleasant MEMORIES. 

Let’s now move on to the last two verses in chapter 6:

ROMANS 6:22-23:- 

22. “But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, (fruit) resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life.

23. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”.

VERSE 22 starts with the words, “BUT NOW”.

I am encouraged by those two words.  Do you know why?

Because ALL things have changed because of a person’s newly chosen bond-slavery to GOD: there is fruit unto increased holiness, and the outcome is ETERNAL LIFE. 

Our NEW identity makes us fertile ground for the Spirit of God to produce in us the character of Christ, and the eternal life of Christ has begun to grow in us. – And it will grow forevermore!!   If "slaves to SIN" in verse 20 signified a person before salvation, then "enslaved to GOD" in verse 22 denotes just the opposite, a person who has been saved through faith in Christ. 

If "free from righteousness" in verse 20 described a lost man who was incapable of changing his sinful nature by his own good works, then "FREED FROM SIN" in verse 22 describes a Christian as being UNABLE to change his righteous nature through his sins. 

This is a powerful truth. 

In the same way that our sinful nature could not be changed by our own actions, now our new born-again spirit cannot be changed by our actions either.  If we are going to accept one of these truths, we have to accept the other.  We cannot honestly accept verse 20 and reject verse 22 when the exact same terminology is used in the same context. 

Actions, or works, cannot produce the new birth and actions cannot destroy the new birth. 

If Paul depicts a graveyard at midnight in verse 21, in verse 22 he describes the empty tomb on that earth-shattering Easter Sunday morning. 

In verse 22, the first fruit we enjoy is the great blessing of being SET FREE FROM SIN.  Whereas, before our salvation, SIN was a merciless tyrant whose clamour we had to obey unto our own self-destruction, now SIN is no more than a fly buzzing around our ears, trying to distract us from hearing our Master Jesus Christ. 

If the sins that formerly entrapped me were the "what if?" scenarios that made me try to control my life and the lives of others through my fear of loss, I now have the freedom to let go and let God's sovereignty hold together what I could not control anyway. 

If the sin that enslaved me before I became a Christian came in the form of ego-mania, where I spent my days saying, "What about ME?," I now have the freedom to DIE to that boring life of self-pity and receive the gift of His exciting life invested in me, to enjoy forever. 

Freedom from sin is one of the greatest benefits of BOND-SLAVERY to Jesus Christ, Who, by the way, is the only Master who purchases our lives in order to set us FREE. 

Paul goes on to say:

“you derive your benefit, (fruit) resulting in sanctification,” 

The word “benefit” is taken from the Greek word “karpos” which means FRUIT.  

The inevitable fruit of bond-slavery to God is the fruit of the Spirit, the holy character of the living Christ worked out in and through us by the Holy Spirit.  If you are alive in Christ then you will produce the FRUIT of the Holy Spirit.  

The FRUIT we are promised here is none other than the fruit Paul lists in Galatians 5:22-23:
22.  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

23.  gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law”.

Such things grow only from the heart of the bond-slave of Christ, and are produced through him by the indwelling Holy Spirit.  This fruit grows in no other soil.  The pure, uncontaminated quality of this fruit cannot be produced through the energy of the flesh.  If the Holy Spirit resides in us, then all aspects of His fruit spoken of in Galatians, will be alive and gradually growing in us as we faithfully serve God.  As children of the living God, our lives should be marked by His fruit to the praise of the glory of His grace.

Romans 6 teaches us a great deal about sanctification which is a lifelong process of spiritual growth which takes place in the life of the true Christian, resulting in the glorification of God.  By inference, our text teaches us that sanctification is NOT automatic – it is very much influenced by the degree of OBEDIENCE to God in the Christian life.  Sadly, not all believers are predisposed to always do God’s will. 

Spiritual growth does not occur by accident.  It occurs through obedience to God and to His Word.  The Christian is faced with decisions and choices.  Choices such as: WHICH of the TWO masters is he going to serve?  

Sanctification is a consequence of a believer’s relationship with God, but it cannot produce relationship with God.  That can only be done through faith in Jesus Christ.  

Paul is being very matter-of-fact here: if a person is truly saved, sanctification (holiness) will result.  There's no such thing as a FRUITLESS Christian.  You might have to look awhile to discover the fruit of righteousness in some believers, but some measure of FRUIT will be evident in every true believer. 

Why is this a benefit? 

Well, it’s a benefit for our families who would much rather be around someone who is growing to be more like CHRIST than like Attila the Hun or Hannibal Lector.  But it is also a benefit to us because slavery to God FREES us to fulfil the destiny for which we were created by God. 

At the depths of our being as humans, we were created to LOVE and SERVE GOD and enjoy him forever.  We can only do this as we grow more like Him, for otherwise we would resist Him.

Paul goes on to say: 

“and the outcome, eternal life”.

The fruit of unrighteousness is ETERNAL DEATH, but the fruit of righteousness is ETERNAL LIFE.  This is where the greatest CONTRAST is drawn between the two bond-slaveries. 

By "ETERNAL LIFE" Paul wasn't just speaking about the quantity of life, but also of a rich QUALITY of life.  Living forever means nothing unless life is really worth living forever.  This is not just the sense of life in heaven when we physically die, but it is the intimate experience of the LIFE OF GOD right now indwelling us.  It is the joy of walking in the Spirit and letting Him live out the life of CHRIST in us!! 

VERSE 23:
“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”.

How often we use this text evangelistically, applying it to the UNBELIEVER.  There is no problem in doing that, for the principle is true and surely applies to the unbeliever.  For the unsaved sinner to stay on the path of sin IS without doubt, foolish and fatal. 

But let us not overlook the fact that Paul is here applying the principle to the CHRISTIAN, not the unsaved sinner. Remember, this verse is primarily addressed to Christians!  Paul is applying the principle to the Christian who may be TOYING with sin, NOT the unbeliever who is living in sin.

Paul used an interesting word here for “ WAGES”.  He used the term “OPSONION”, or "WAGES," which is a Roman military term, referring to the wages due and payable to the foot soldiers in the field. 

The word "wages" here is a word which does not mean a lump sum distribution but a DAILY wage, called the "FISH WAGE," given to Roman soldiers.  The word Paul used refers to the DAILY food ration a soldier would receive.  “Do your job, get your food, do your job, get your food”.  It's the word referring to a DAILY payment.  There is another word that means money at the end of the pay period, but that’s NOT the word that's used here. 

Paul carefully uses the word for DAILY payment. (“Opsonion”)  Paul is saying that the daily payment of SIN is DAILY DEATH. 

Have you ever heard someone say that “death is as natural as life” ?  This is simply NOT true!!  Remember that, according to the Bible, death is NOT natural.  Death is the horrific dissolving of human, physical life as the PENALTY for our SIN.  

Prior to Adam introducing sin into this world there was no death.  But death was the result of his disobedience to God, and then death spread to all men. (Romans 5:12)

Romans 5:12:-

“Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned.”  

Paul says that the wages of sin is DEATH.  Something begs for clarification immediately. 

I think most people hear the phrase “WAGES OF SIN” and think the meaning is something like, “THE WAGES YOU GET WHEN YOU SIN.”   So they take “wages of sin” to mean “wages of DOING sin.”  In this picture, “SIN” is the individual ACTION carried out to get the WAGE. 

But that’s NOT the picture Paul has in his mind.  It doesn’t FIT the context of verse 22 or the contrast with God in verse 23.  If you understand “wages of SIN” that way, you should probably take “free gift of GOD” that way.  

But you can see right away that that DOESN’T work.  “Free gift of God” refers to the “free gift that God GIVES you as a bond-slave to Christ and as a slave of righteousness.”  So the parallel would be “wages that SIN PAYS you when you serve him as his slave.” 

In this picture painted by Paul, SIN is not what you DO to earn the wages.  It is the MASTER who pays you when you serve him as a SLAVE!! 

It’s that same noun “HARMATIA” that we have seen throughout this chapter 6 which always refers to the SIN NATURE and NOT to individual sins.  And that is the picture Paul has in his mind.  The SIN spoken of here is NOT an individual act of sin but rather the SIN NATURE. 

So, the contrast in verse 23 is between TWO masters, the SIN NATURE who pays death as its wage and GOD who offers a free pardon which includes His eternal life and the righteousness of His precious Son, Jesus Christ.  That is what Paul has been developing with the SLAVERY image all through this chapter. 

Unlike what movie producers may think, the sequel to SIN is not “Sin 2”, or “Sin 3” but DEATH. 

Eternal spiritual death is the final wage of sin for those who refuse to come to Christ.  The implication here is that just a little bit of DEATH every day will be doled out to the one who is enslaved to sin.  In other words, you DIE a little bit each time you choose to sin. 

Sure, if you are an unbeliever, your ultimate destination is Hell, but the terrible thing is that not only does SIN take you to Hell, it gives you a terrible ride on the way down.  It's Hell then and it's Hell on earth now. 

Verse 23 is primarily referring to the spiritual death that was inherited through Adam and then to the SECOND death which is eternal banishment from God to suffer torment in the Lake of Fire.  Clearly, the Second death can never apply to the truly born-again believer as there is NOW NO CONDEMNATION for those who are in Christ Jesus. (Romans 8:1)  However, the “death” in verse 23 does have another important application as well.  And this application does apply to the Christian.

I said earlier that you DIE a little bit each time you choose to sin because SIN pays a daily wage of DEATH.  It is possible for a true Christian, who is going to Heaven, to live a life of temporal death because sin kills and sin destroys a little of his life each time that he sins.  DEATH, for the Christian, is that when we sin, we begin to die and shrivel up spiritually inside. 

That doesn’t mean that at some point we are going to be completely spiritually dead and lose our salvation.  But it does mean that sin affects us by causing us to become dead on the inside to the things of GOD.  For example, dead to love; dead to the joy of serving Christ; dead to spiritual things, spiritually insensitive and spiritually blind. 

SIN working in our lives has a devastating effect. It makes you a WALKING CORPSE as a Christian.  Make no mistake about it.  SIN will produce TEMPORAL death in the believer.  By this I mean that the believer is in a state of CARNALITY, out of fellowship with His heavenly Father through committing some SIN.  

It is for a Christian, a form of “LIVING DEATH”.  SIN always results in "DEATH" of some kind – "death" to relationships, to dreams and goals, to self-respect, and any number of things.  When sin is allowed to continue, something is always DESTROYED.  The moment we yield to sin, we have invited DEATH in some form into our lives. 

If you want to live that way, this is what you're going to get: SLAVERY, SHAME, DEATH.  And you're going to get it every single day!!

But you are in danger of something even worse!!  We have noted previously that we should not kid ourselves; God our Father will not be mocked!!  Not only must we reap what we sow, but we also come under God our Father’s discipline while we remain in a state of unconfessed sin.

Hebrews 12:6:-

“For whom the Lord loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives.”

God the Father actively disciplines the believer who ignores the return call of the Holy Spirit.  This discipline firstly takes the form of “CHASTENING” which means child training through instruction, discipline and correction.  However, if the sinning child of God continues to IGNORE this form of chastening by God the Holy Spirit, then God resorts to SCOURGING.

The Bible says that He SCOURGES the unrepentant, disobedient child.  SCOURGING is an interesting word in this context, for historically it stood for the WORST form of non lethal punishment that the Roman Empire handed out to the disobedient.  25 lashes with the SCOURGE, which was a braided whip with pieces of broken pottery woven into its cords, could do permanent injury to the one being punished.  30 lashes could literally KILL a healthy man!! 

When the believer falls into sin the Father doesn't automatically use the SCOURGE.  The Holy Spirit begins gently coaching and calling for repentance and, if the believer repents and genuinely confesses and forsakes those sins, the matter is settled.  But if the believer continually ignores the indwelling Call, the Father resorts to the SCOURGE. 

Not a literal whip, mind you, but by an ever-increasing level of trials, suffering and hardships in the believer's life.  Everything then begins to become unglued and fall apart in this person’s life and they feel inwardly miserable and guilty even though they wear phoney masks and fake an outward countenance of happiness!!

When Paul said the believer shall not be under the dominion of SIN, this is one of the reasons that we will not permanently remain in sin. 

God demands that we come out from sin, if we are His children and the smart ones who love God do!!  However, for those who simply will not heed God, He then takes that believer off this earth through actual physical DEATH

1st John 5:16:-  

“If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to death, he will ask, and He will give him life for those who commit sin not leading to death. There is sin leading to death. I do not say that he should pray about that.”

The Bible makes it clear that the believer can move so far out of fellowship with his Heavenly Father that God will ultimately take his life if he will not repent, confess and forsake his sins.  This is the "Sin unto Death", or God’s “Death Warrant”.

When God takes the believer from this life under the sin unto death, that believer still has the eternal life given to him as a free gift from God.  He still goes to be with the Lord, though he may stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ minus numerous rewards that he could have had and should have had. 

So the believer who chooses once again to put himself under the control of his old master SIN will daily taste some form of DEATH in his life.  At the same time he will come under God’s relentless chastening, extending  through to scourging, and FINALLY to receiving God’s “Death Warrant” call home.  He will have received sin’s FINAL payment and died the “sin unto death”.

What a shameful and ignominious way to depart from this earth for an ambassador of Jesus Christ and a representative of Heaven!!  SIN is, in one respect, a faithful master.  His pay day is sure.  His wages are DEATH!! 

Let’s move on and note that it is NOT divine judgment that is in view in verse 23, but sin's WAGES. 

DEATH is the wages of SIN, but it doesn’t end there.

Hebrews 9:27 says: 

…. “it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment”,

The FINAL penalty AFTER physical death has yet to be faced at the Great White Throne judgment bar of GOD. 

Through lack of understanding this truth many have taken up with the error that physical death involves cessation of being and is BOTH WAGES AND PENALTY.  However, Scripture clearly tells of divine judgment AFTER sin's wages have been fully paid to the unbeliever who has rejected Christ as his Lord and Saviour.

There is no stopping this armoured car SIN, in making its fateful payment. 

BUT -- there's that wonderful contrast I love to see in the last half of our verse 23:
“BUT the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”.

Instead of the ugly wage of DEATH that the sin nature pays, there is on offer to man, the FREE GIFT OF GOD which is ETERNAL LIFE in Christ Jesus our Lord!! 

This term “CHARISMA”, i.e. "free gift," also had a military meaning, as a totally free and unearned gift the soldiers in the field would sometimes receive.  On special occasions, like his birthday, or his accession to the throne, or the anniversary of it, an EMPEROR occasionally handed out a free gift of MONEY to the army.  It was completely unearned. It was a present; a gift of the emperor's kindness and grace. 

The eternal and Almighty God also offers a free gift which is totally unearned and undeserved, however, unlike the emperor’s gift, God’s free gift of eternal life is of infinite value and unlike money, it will never run out!!

Here’s another point that we shouldn’t miss either in our verse 23:
Where you would expect to see the words, "the wages of RIGHTEOUSNESS" as the OPPOSITE of "the wages of SIN", instead you see "the GIFT OF GOD." 

That’s because the one who is a slave to GOD does not EARN eternal life; that is IMPOSSIBLE.  It can only be received as a FREE GIFT based on the work of CHRIST for us.  Eternal life is not a wage, but a GIFT.  You cannot earn eternal life because it is a FREE GIFT. 

The contrast here is between the WAGE which is earned and certainly will be paid in full, and the FREE GIFT which is totally unearned but is given as a gift of GRACE.

Think about it: had we received from God the WAGES we were due during our tenure as bond-slaves to SIN, we would have received ETERNAL DEATH.  But, as God’s FREE GIFT has been given out of LOVE and GRACE to us now that we are bond-slaves of GOD, we have right now the eternal life of God Himself!! 

Notice the difference! 

WAGES are something we WORK for, a GIFT is something we simply receive by faith in Christ and then it belongs to us!  Merely by placing my faith in Christ, I have become a partaker of His life.  I have eternal life right now and I will live it in an eternal home in His eternal Presence! 

To me, there is no comparison between what I had when I was LOST and what I have now that I am SAVED.  Thank God, that in Jesus Christ, John 5:24 assures us that we have forever “PASSED OUT OF DEATH INTO LIFE”.

What a contrast!! 

Only the ultimate imagery of DEATH and LIFE can even begin to describe the difference between our NEW bond-slavery to God and our old bond-slavery to sin.  Only such language can portray the ultimate contrast between our NEW identity in CHRIST unto eternal life and our OLD identity in ADAM unto DEATH.

SIN pays off and GOD pays off.  YOU get to make the choice and you get exactly what you CHOOSE.

The greatest benefit of being a slave to CHRIST is eternal life.  One aspect of this has to do with spending eternity in the Presence of God.  But I believe Paul is focusing here on a more present reality.  It means knowing and talking daily with the One who died to forgive my sins, who assures me of His Presence with me and love for me in a world that will never miss me when I’m gone!!

Verse 23 finishes with the words:

“in Christ Jesus our Lord”.

Notice the vivid contrasts that Paul has used in his summary in verse 23:
TWO masters – SIN and GOD

TWO methods – WAGES and FREE GIFT

TWO aftermaths – DEATH and ETERNAL LIFE

Notice that eternal life is IN a Person, and that Person is “Christ Jesus our Lord”.  Salvation is wrapped up in a PERSON.  God’s GIFT of eternal life is found "IN" (not through) Jesus Christ our Lord.  ALL who are IN Christ have right now, eternal life.  It’s as simple as that!!!

Accept that Person as your own, and you have salvation.  Christianity is a relationship with a Person….and that Person is none other than the eternal Son of God Incarnate, the Lord Jesus Christ!!

Jesus Christ is not just ONE of MANY ways to God.  He is the ONLY Way!!  And that’s why the KEY to our salvation can be summarised in just ONE passage of Scripture, - 1st John 5:10-12:-

1st John 5:10-12:-

10.  “He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son. 

11.  And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is IN His Son. 

12.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.”

There is no salvation apart from the Lord Jesus Christ.  In Acts 4:12 the apostle Peter said:-

"Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.''

There is nothing else to say to the world other than to offer them the FREE GIFT of salvation in Jesus Christ. 

To be made FREE from SIN and GUILT and to receive eternal life; - that is TRUE freedom!! 

Instead of having things to be ASHAMED of, a saved person is filled with thanksgiving toward God.  May we live out our days with thankfulness and praise for our great Master Jesus Christ who sets us FREE from sin, who produces His character in us by the Holy Spirit, and who gives us the ultimate gift of ETERNAL LIFE!!

True Christians are people who have understood the unspeakable COST and the unmatchable JOY of God’s gift of forgiveness of our sins in the death of His beloved Son.  Because of that gift, they have turned from SIN and offered themselves as slaves to a new master, Jesus Christ, that by the power of His Spirit, they might become more like Him.

This is Paul's great climax to the sixth chapter of Romans. 

Before ending this discussion on Romans 6, I would like to say a few words about SIN and the Christian. 

Firstly, Christians DO sin—to deny this would be to deny the Word of God.  Christians, though, do not LIVE in sin as a way of life as the unbeliever does. 

If a person claims to be saved but SIN still dominates his life, then that person very likely has NOT experienced the transforming power of the Gospel.  In other words, they are tares and not wheat; goats and not sheep; and make-believers and not true believers!

Secondly, even for the Christian, SIN can be an entangling venture.  That is why believers must be careful.  A Christian should not say: “I am free in Christ, therefore I’ll dabble in some sin and then step back from that sin when I feel like it.” 

When we willingly step over the line to the old master of SIN, it is as if he puts a little rope around us.  If we back away from SIN but then come again to him, he puts yet another rope around us.  Pretty soon we may find it harder and harder to step away from SIN because we have willingly chosen to ALLOW ourselves to be entangled by this old master. 

If YOU have fallen into this trap the solution is still the SAME.  You do not have to be under the authority of the old master!!  You now have the power to take the ropes off and be free again if you really want to.  

SIN has no controlling power over us, but often the problem is that we have become so ensnared that we do not want to leave our sin.  The pleasure of sin begins to consume us. 

The solution is to go to Romans 6 and say:

“Father, You have said that I am free.  But by my foolishness and the exercise of my own will, I have willingly ensnared myself to sin.  By Your grace and strength I will not indulge in sin any more.  I will say ‘no’ to sin because I know that I have died to it.” 

That is the answer. 

This is not to say that it will be easy or that SIN will not still be alluring.  But we really can have the victory.  

The Puritans called those sins that we hold dear to us, “BOSOM sins.”   “Bosom” sins are those sins that we most cherish and tenaciously cling to.  Even when we have rid ourselves of most other sins, there may be some that we still like to hold on to.  But do not be deceived!!  SIN is a terrible master, even though it is a master whose power has been broken.  You do not want to go backwards and give him any rope to entangle you. 

Romans 6:1-14 teaches us that we are one with CHRIST because we have shared in His death, burial, and resurrection, and that we are now to walk in newness of His life. 

In Romans 6:15-23 we learn that we have a NEW master. 

Salvation doesn't free you to sin: it frees you to do right for the first time in your life.  Salvation takes unholy men and makes them progressively holy.  It is a call from sin to holiness.  Any other kind of evangelism is incomplete. 

God is not looking for people who want to ADD JESUS to their sinful life-styles.  Salvation is not addition; it is transformation.  Jesus Christ calls men to die to self and rise again to walk in newness of His life. 

The answer to SIN is quite simple.  It is black and white.  Die to SELF and let Jesus Christ live His Life through you!!  Live in light of that fact.  You have died with Him and have been raised to newness of life.  Your old “BC” biography no longer exists!!  You are a NEW creation, SO LIVE LIKE IT!!

That is the message of Romans 6.

If asked today if you are a Christian, perhaps ALL of you would answer:

"Of course….Absolutely." 

But were the question: "Have you decided to turn from sin and obediently follow your Master Jesus Christ?", would your answer be the SAME?
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