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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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CHAPTER THREE

MESSAGE 24 – ROMANS 3:1-4 [NKJ]

1. “What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the profit of circumcision? 

2. Much in every way! Chiefly because to them were committed the oracles of God.  

3. For what if some did not believe? Will their unbelief make the faithfulness of God without effect?  

4. Certainly not! Indeed, let God be true but every man a liar. As it is written: "That You may be justified in Your words, and may overcome when You are judged.''

In the concluding verses of the previous chapter, Paul tells his Jewish readers that they, like all other men, are sinners in the sight of God.  He reminds them that what they need is NOT the outward expression of religion, but an inward work of grace that converts the soul and makes the sinner right with God.  

These verses are a logical continuation of the thoughts mentioned in chapter 2. 

We must remember that Paul was a travelling evangelist-missionary.  In nearly every city he visited, he went to the Jewish synagogue and shared the message of salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ.  In doing so, Paul surely must have encountered many arguments to his message.  It would seem that these verses which we have read today give us some of those arguments.  

Paul is asking and answering questions that the Jews, themselves, were asking.  They were raising objections to Paul’s message of salvation.  They couldn’t come to terms with salvation by grace through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone (Ephesians 2:8-9).  They found it offensive that salvation was “not of works, lest anyone should boast.”

These objections needed to be answered once and for all, and that Paul will do.

As we think about these objections and the answers to them, there is a message for us here as well.  You see, many in our day, and even some in the church are asking essentially the same questions!  I believe that these verses hold the answers that these people, and maybe even some of you, seek today.  Let's take a few minutes and ponder these objections that demand answers.

The first eight verses of Chapter 3 are an imaginary dialogue that the apostle holds with a Jewish Rabbi.  

Paul has said that from God’s point of view, a man is not a true Jew who is only one outwardly.  In God's sight, a true Jew is one who inwardly has faith in the Messiah Jesus Christ and who has the Presence of the Spirit of God living in his heart.  That is what constitutes a true Jew and nothing else, as far as God is concerned; - all these other distinctions are laid aside.  It is not the knowledge or possession of the Law that makes a man a Jew; it is not the rite of circumcision; it is not the claim to a special relationship with God.  The only thing that makes a man a true spiritual Jew is faith in the Messiah Jesus Christ.   No amount of rituals or works will cut it!!

Paul imagines a Jew standing up at this point and saying:-

"Now, hold it!   Wait a minute! 

These things you say don't count are the very things God Himself has given to us." 

This indeed was true.  Circumcision came from God.  God asked it of the Jews.  And the Law also was given by God to the Jews.  It was God who called them His chosen people. 

The argument is, "Paul, you're setting aside what God has established.  If these things don't count, what advantage is there in being a Jew?" 

So chapter three opens with this question in verse 1:-

“What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the profit of circumcision?”

The question is: 

If Jew and Gentile are on the same footing before God, what then is the supposed advantage of the Jew and what good is circumcision?  The Jews wanted to know why they have to go through all they have to go through if it does them no good.  In other words, they were wondering what good all of this religious teaching and exposure to the Word of God would do them.

You see, they had felt that because they had Abraham’s blood running through their veins and they had been circumcised, they had an automatic passport to Heaven.  But Paul has blown that mistaken concept right out of the water!!  YES, they are God's chosen people, and YES, they are special to the Lord, and YES, He had a plan for them THEN and He still does TODAY………….. But that does not change the fact that they were still guilty sinners before God and needed salvation.

Therefore, after reading the last section of chapter 2, foremost in the mind of the Jew would be the question:-

"Well, what does it benefit me to be a Jew?"

Now, this is the same type of question, I think, that we hear today.  The Gospel that we preach says that church membership has no advantage for salvation, AND any rite or ritual you go through is meaningless as far as salvation is concerned.  Consequently, some may ask the question:-

“Well, doesn’t my church, my creed, my membership, my baptism, my good works help toward my salvation?” 

The answer is NO, it doesn’t help you toward salvation at all. 

Some may argue today that since good works cannot save the soul, and that church attendance does not take one to Heaven, and that clean living does not guarantee you a home in glory, then what is the point of being religious?  Why attend a church?  Why go through the rituals of Christianity?  Why bother with being a religious person, if being religious will do you no good?  

Just like the Jews in Paul’s day, many seem to be asking similar questions today.  Thankfully, God has an answer for the Jews and He has an answer for people in our day as well.  

You see, God has addressed the world through a cruel Roman cross upon which His beloved Son paid the ultimate penalty for the sins of fallen mankind.  He’s not asking you to join anything, pay anything, subscribe to anything, or do anything.  You will never receive His free gift of eternal life that way.  What God is asking the lost sinner to do is to believe on His Son the Lord Jesus Christ, and obtain His free gift of salvation.  God is asking man to consider His beloved Son through Whom He offers a free pardon from the penalty and guilt of sin.  And until a person answers that question, then God hasn’t anything else to say to him.  That’s because it is impossible for God to do any more for the lost sinner than he has already done.

These Jews, blinded by their own vanity and hypocrisy, had rejected their Messiah; - the Substance and Reality of the Law!!

In our next verse 2, Paul is going to answer the question: “What advantage then did the Jews have?”

“Much in every way! Chiefly because to them were committed the oracles of God.” 

Paul responds by reminding the Jews that they were blessed in every way, but perhaps the greatest evidence of their blessing was that they had been given the Word of God.  No other nation under heaven had been so privileged, to have God come to them, and explain to them Who He was, and how He desired for a people to have a personal, living relationship with the Creator of the universe.

The great glory in being a Jew in Paul's day was that the Jews possessed the revealed Word of God.  When God gave man His written Word, He gave it through a Jewish pen.  In fact, only the books of Luke and Acts were written by a non-Jew! 

Yes, God had blessed the Jewish people with the revelation of Himself and of His will for mankind.  However, this placed them in a position of greater responsibility!  

Because they had the truth, they were responsible before the Lord to live the truth themselves and to share this truth with the world!  This is ALSO a Christian’s responsibility, too!!

Just imagine, for instance, an island in darkness, populated with many people.  There is only one way to escape the island, a narrow bridge over a deep chasm, but the darkness is so great that only a few find their way over that bridge.  Everybody on that island has been provided with a tiny penlight that enables them to dimly illuminate a small space around them, barely enough to avoid the more obvious obstacles in their path. 

But a certain group of very privileged people on the island is given a powerful searchlight that can shine thousands of metres into the darkness.  It is given to them not only so that THEY can find the bridge, but also so they can show OTHERS the way out.  Yet these people, who have so much more light than the others, spend their time utilizing this powerful searchlight to look for needles in a haystack.  They turn that searchlight on a mound of hay at their feet and search for useless needles. 

That, in essence, was what the Jews were doing.  The rabbis were arguing constantly over minuscule theological differences. 

Jesus called this "Blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel!" (Matthew 23:24). 

The “gnat” is a tiny insect and it often fell into a cup of sweet wine.  The Jews would meticulously strain the gnat out of the wine by sucking the wine through their teeth.

Jesus was pointing out how ludicrous it was to pay so much attention to the insignificant, then bolt down the largest unclean animal in Palestine!!

The Pharisees were infinitely concerned with the trivial things, but grossly blind to enormous sins like hypocrisy, greed, dishonesty and cruelty.  They had lost their sense of proportion and true values!!

They argued over how many steps constituted a violation of the Sabbath.  They argued over whether spitting on a rock was permissible on the Sabbath, or whether spitting on the ground was a violation because you made mud.  One was right and one was wrong.  This is what they used the Law for. 

Though the Jews had a tremendous advantage in having the Law, Paul says, they failed to use it properly.  Instead of using the Word of God to lead men out of darkness, they used it as a means of sending men deeper still into spiritual darkness!  Israel was the first steward of the Gospel, and should have been the Teacher of the world.  Yet the nation, in rejecting God's Word, became ineffective in that stewardship. 

This is a warning for us all because the same is true in our day as well.

Before we get too self-righteous and smug and start sitting in judgement of the Jew in Paul’s day, marvelling at their lack of responsibility, remember that we have been given a much brighter and even more powerful searchlight than they had. It is called the Bible and it clearly tells us how to find the bridge to God and that we are to show the way to others.  If we do not do just that, we will be held accountable before the Lord. 

You see, you and I today as Christians, have a far more powerful searchlight than these Jews ever had.  We have the completed canon of 66 books containing ALL the Scriptures.  This the Jews did not have.

We can look back to the historical cross of Calvary upon which the Messiah, Jesus Christ the Son of God gave His life for Adam’s fallen race.

We are permanently indwelt and sealed by God the Holy Spirit. This could not be said of the Jews in Paul’s day.

The spoken and the written Word of God are available to every one of us.  Think of the hours of preaching that the average Christian hears in the space of one year!!  Then think of the Words of our Lord. 

Luke 12:48:- 

"……..For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required;…..” 

Apply these Words from Jesus to those who sit under sound evangelical preaching and teaching week after week and year after year.  Surely we have a solemn responsibility to obey the exhortation found in James 1:22:-

James 1:22:-

“But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.”

Remember that the more exposure we have to the truth, the more responsible we are before the Lord.  We will all answer for the light we have individually received!

Paul is saying that the Jews had an additional degree of light than others.  They were given the written Word on stone, so that it was permanently preserved.  Thus they had a knowledge of the mind and will and character of God that other people did not possess.  They had a greater opportunity to know and obey God than anyone else in that day.  Therefore, they had a tremendous advantage over people who had never been exposed to the revelation of God. 

You see, in this revelation of God we find the truth about God and about us.  The Scriptures reveal God in His majestic and eternal nature.  The Bible discloses Who God is and how He has reached out in love to every single one of us.  In addition, this revelation of God reveals to us who and what WE are. 

It reveals that we are alienated from God and in need of a supernatural salvation. 

It also reveals that we cannot make ourselves good in God’s sight by trying to be good in our own power. 

It reveals that our lives should have meaning and purpose and can only find that meaning and purpose in God Himself. 

So, having the very words of God is in itself a fantastic advantage.  But the Jews did not profit from the advantage they had.  Why not? 

Because they would rather embrace their religion and legalism that they could see, than put faith in God whom they could not see.

But Hebrews 11:1 says that, “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things NOT SEEN!!”

The Jew had this tremendous advantage, but failed miserably to make use of it, and therefore it did them no good at all. 

They were no better off than if they had never known the Law at all because they did not put it to its intended use.  

This parallels the situation in our day. 

We have millions of people who have been raised in Sunday schools and churches, who know the Scriptures, and have even read the Bible from cover to cover.  We live in a land where Bibles are available by the dozens and we can take our choice of versions.  The mind and will of God is readily available to us, and yet millions of people are no better off than if they had never heard of the Bible.  They are as lost as if they were pigmies in the jungles of Africa because the light that they do have is not put to any use.  They have an intellectual understanding only.  In other words, mere academic “head” knowledge and not a genuine HEART experience of spiritual rebirth.  They ignore God and His Word and do not honour Him in their lifestyles.

You see, let me speak frankly.  

If a person simply attends church but plans to live a sub-standard life; and if that person plans to continue to live a life of sheer hypocrisy and wear a mask, acting out a phoney role that really isn’t them; then they would be far better off to go to a church that preaches a “wishy-washy” social gospel and feeds them only on diluted milk and not the meat of God’s Word! 

Why?  Because they would be less culpable and accountable than if they were exposed to sound teaching on a regular basis, making them responsible before the Lord to live that truth as we just saw in James 1:22. 

“But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.”

How are WE using the privileges the Lord has given to us?  

Are we guilty of doing the same foolish things the Jews were guilty of?  

God help us to realize that multitudes perish while we sit around and split hairs over minuscule theological differences with our brethren!

Many churches today have “caved in” to the pressures of this world system and have compromised the truths and principles of God’s Word.

I’d like to read you an article from an Australian Gospel magazine called, “Fair Dinkum!!”

The article is entitled, “300,000 SILENT PULPITS”.

“Today, 4,000 innocent, precious lives of unborn babies were snuffed out.  

Their arms and legs were torn from their bodies, their skulls crushed.  

1.5 million times each year our "civilized" society will take an innocent life. - And 300,000 pulpits are silent!! 

Those who speak out for the sacredness of life are branded as extremists and radicals. 

600,000 children, between the ages of 3 and 18, are involved in despicable child pornography.  

20,000 of them will disappear each year, never to be seen again. - And 300,000 pulpits are silent!! 

The networks make a mockery of Christians, the Christian faith and Christian values with nearly every show they air.  

Greed, materialism, violence, sexual immorality are standard fare. 

Programme after programme, movie after movie contains brainwashing anti-Christian principles, vile language, unbelievable violence and cruelty and every form of immorality. – And 300,000 pulpits are silent!! 

Teenage suicide is the highest it has ever been in history and the number of teenage alcoholics and drug addicts has reached record highs. 

Christian morality and Christian truth cannot be taught in most schools but atheistic immorality and lying propaganda and unproven theories can!! - And 300,000 pulpits are silent!!

Divorce is taking approximately one of every two marriages. 

The number of children living in broken homes is fast becoming a majority. - And 300,000 pulpits are silent!! 

Rape has increased 700 percent in the last fifty years, and that takes into consideration the population growth. 

The FBI says one in four 12-year-old girls will be sexually assaulted in their lifetime. 

Pornography has become an 8 billion dollar business, with some of the largest companies in America involved -- CBS, RCA, Coca Cola, 7-Eleven, Time, Inc. And 300,000 pulpits are silent!! 

Rock music fills the airways and brainwashes and corrupts our children's minds with music which legitimises rape,  sadomasochism murder,  adultery,  satanic worship, premarital sex and promiscuity, etc. 

And 300,000 pulpits are silent!!” 

(Donald E. Wildmon) 

Faithlessness and wilful disobedience to God’s Word has caused many local churches to become ineffective, stagnant, - mere shells of what Christ wanted the Church to be. 

These churches will not preach the truth of God’s Word regarding sin, premarital sex, hell, homosexuality, drug abuse, or the sacredness of marriage and of life.  It is for this reason that some Christian denominations have turned to ordaining homosexuals and women to the ministry in blatant disregard to clear Scriptural teaching.

The Church's Stewardship and our personal stewardship, is a precious gift from God. - Let’s never forget that! 

Paul’s next argument centres around God's faithfulness:-

Verse 3:

“For what if some did not believe? Will their unbelief make the faithfulness of God without effect?” 

“If some were without faith” is a better translation. 

In verse 3, the Jew continues to ride the dead horse of his cultural privileges. 

So the imaginary Jewish rabbi objector says to Paul:-

"Paul, are you suggesting that if some of the Jews did not believe, that God could forget his promises to all the Jews? 

Are you saying that just because some of us didn't measure up to what God required in the Law, everyone in Israel has lost the promise that God gave them? 

You seem to suggest that God is not interested in the very rituals which He himself instituted. 

Are you saying that circumcision and all these things mean nothing to God? 

Are you saying that God is upset by the disbelief of just a few Jews and so he has cancelled all Israel's privileges?"

They just didn’t get it, did they?  That wasn’t what Paul had been saying at all!!

Paul was well aware that there was still the great covenant of Abraham and the covenant of Moses that God had entered into with His chosen people, the nation Israel.  

God had made promises to the Jews.  He had made a covenant with them.  

Could they then call God's faithfulness into question because of their lack of faith?  

Will their lack of faith nullify God's faithfulness?

They asked: “Has God suddenly changed in the way He deals with us? 

Is it possible for us to make Him responsible for our failure to be faithful to Him?” 

What they are asking is, "Has the failure of some ruined it for all? 

Has the God of all grace indeed forsaken His chosen people because they sinned? 

How quickly they had forgotten the events of the past!!  How could they ever doubt God’s great faithfulness?  

The Old Testament is the story of Israel's unfaithfulness and God's faithfulness. 

Even when God's people had sunk to the lowest forms of idolatry, God remained faithful to His chosen nation.

Though Israel fell into apostasy and unbelief, the promises of God stand sure. 

The Davidic Covenant promised by God was filled in Christ, giving the line of David an eternal throne over Israel (Matthew 1:1-17). 

God promised that though Israel has fallen, there will be a faithful remnant that will be saved, that will accept Jesus Christ as Saviour. 

God will fulfil every covenant promise He ever made, regardless of their faithlessness. 

The faithfulness of God is not determined by man's faithfulness or lack of faithfulness.

It is not determined by man's trust in God or lack of trust, or by man's faith or lack of faith.

God’s faithfulness is determined solely by His own perfect essence, character and faithfulness; - never by ours!!

Praise God that His faithfulness to us is not dependent upon our faithfulness to Him.

Who among us has not failed the Lord at some time or the other?

2nd Timothy 2:13 says that:-

“If we are faithless, He remains faithful; for He cannot deny Himself”.

God is faithful - even when we are not! 

I personally thank God that His promises to me do not depend on my faithfulness.  If it had depended on me, I would have been lost long ago.  Great is His faithfulness!

Paul replies very strongly in our next verse 4 to the question from the Jews that:-

“Just because some of us didn't measure up to what God required in the Law, has everyone in Israel lost the promises that God gave them? 

Paul shouts out in our verse 4:-

“Certainly not! Indeed, let God be true but every man a liar. As it is written: "That You may be justified in Your words, and may overcome when You are judged.''

Paul's answer uses the strongest words in the Greek language to say a thing is false.

Notice the vehemence of Paul's response, “Certainly not!!”
Literally, this phrase reads:-  "May it never be!" - "God forbid!"  That would suggest that God is the failure and not the Jews.  It would suggest that God gave a promise and then did not keep His Words, just because a few people failed to measure up.  So God would be at fault. 

Our human hearts always tend to blame God for what goes wrong in our life, for our inability to fulfil what God demands of us.  Whenever WE fail we love to blame God!!

How can man's unfaithfulness to man's part of the covenant possibly imply that God will in any way be unfaithful to fulfil His portion of the covenant? 

He has been a faithful husband to Israel, across all time.  He even sent the Son of God Jesus Christ to fulfil man's portion of the agreement when He saw that Israel had totally failed. 

So, God remains faithful even when man is unfaithful.  God is going to keep His Word no matter how many may fail.  God's nature and character is never impacted by our miserable failures.  In other words, if every single one of us were found to be liars, God would still be 100% true and faithful.  He will never forsake His promises to us and He will never forsake His covenant with His people. 

But He is NOT responsible nor accountable for our sin. – WE ARE!!

Men have chosen to sin, and the curse of sin, and its effects in life, are real.  But God is not to blame for that. 

In fact, He is the One who at enormous cost has given us the only way out. 

If we're looking for God to simply stop the madness in today’s world, then we would have to go back to Noah and the method God used to stop the madness back then.  Is that what we really want?  

No!!  Not if we're concerned about the souls of those who are lost. 

Sin and its effects have already been dealt with, but it's been dealt with righteously and mercifully at the cross of Jesus Christ.

At the end of our verse 4 Paul now reaches back into Psalms and quotes Psalm 51 verse 4:-

As it is written: "That You may be justified in Your words, and may overcome when You are judged.''

This is taken from the Psalm David wrote with tears, after he committed adultery with Bathsheba, and to cover his tracks, he arranged for the death of Bathsheba's husband. 

For a year and a half, David tried to hide his sins and refused to admit them to God or anyone else.  He went on acting as though he were righteous and letting people think that he was still the godly king of Israel.  But Nathan the prophet came against David at the command of God and David's response is told in this psalm where he recognizes his responsibility for personal sin.  He says to God in that psalm....

“Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in Your sight That You may be found just when You speak, And blameless when You judge.”

David's sins were exposed; he admitted them and confessed them to God. 

He said, "It isn't You who are to blame, God; - I did it." 

Paul says, "Let God be true and every man a liar." 

Even if all the Jews fail in their belief, God will still fulfil His promises. 

And even when we fail, never forget that God has unlimited resources to fulfil his promises to us, too!!

Paul has reminded us of the important fact that truth without sincerity is worthless. 

What makes you a Christian is not the culture from which you came, the ritual through which you have passed, OR your background, ancestry, or history.  But rather the simple fact that you have come to know the Lord Jesus Christ personally and have experienced the forgiveness of sins through faith in Him.

Acts 4:12 and many other passages of Scripture tell us that outside of the Son of God Jesus Christ:-

“There is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.''

MESSAGE 25 – ROMANS 3:5-8 [NKJ]

5.  “But if our unrighteousness demonstrates {better illustrates} the righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is God unjust who inflicts wrath? (I speak as a man.)  6.  Certainly not! For then how will God judge the world?  7.  For if the truth of God has increased through my lie to His glory, why am I also still judged as a sinner?  8.  And why not say, "Let us do evil that good may come''? (as we are slanderously reported and as some affirm that we say).  Their condemnation is just.”

Just as you can always see a light colour more notably when displayed on a dark background, it is easier to see the purity of the righteousness of God when displayed in contrast to the sinfulness of this world. 

In these next four verses, Paul deals with an objection raised by the Jews relating to the issue of SIN. 

He has just revealed to them in verse 4 that God is glorified through the forgiveness of sin.   In this case, it was David’s sins. So hearing this, some have reached the conclusion that they should sin more so that God can get more glory. 

Verse 5

Their warped thinking went like this:- "Since God was glorified through the sins of David, in that David's sins gave the Lord a chance to demonstrate both His justice and His grace, it stands to reason that David was helping the Lord out when he sinned. After all, God would never have had a chance to show His justice or His grace if David hadn't sinned. 

My sin is, therefore, an excellent thing!  It has given God a chance to show how good He is! I may have done evil, but good has come of it! Therefore, it is unfair for the Lord to judge me when I sin, if I am giving Him a chance to prove His justice and grace. You can't surely condemn a man for giving God a chance to show His justice!”

This is a slick argument, but at the same time it is a SICK argument because it accuses God of using sin for His own advantage. The whole idea is one of promoting and rationalising sin so that God would be glorified when He forgave. 

Paul was quite familiar with the line of warped thinking that says:- “If God is in control of everything, including our lives, then how can He judge us for being what He created us to be? He has allowed us to be created with a sinful nature which we inherited from our first parents. How can He condemn us for doing the things that we naturally do? After all, He has allowed it to be so. And since even my evil will ultimately demonstrate His righteousness, God is unjust if He inflicts His wrath on me, because I’m just a pawn in His hand.”

This is the kind of sick, warped reasoning that they employed. Indeed, this is the same kind of warped reasoning that some employ today.  Many have become “masters” at rationalising and justifying their sins and blaming God.

Perhaps the most dramatic example of someone who might say this is Judas Iscariot. Can you hear Judas make his case?  “Lord, I know that I betrayed your Son Jesus, but You used it for good. In fact, If I hadn’t done what I did, perhaps Jesus wouldn’t have gone to the cross at all.  What I did, even fulfilled the Scriptures written about Him. How can You judge me at all?”  

But one could reply to Judas like this: “Yes, God indeed used your premeditated heartless wickedness, but it was still your wickedness. There was no noble or pure motive in your heart at all.  It is no credit to you that God brought good out of your evil. Therefore, you stand guilty before God, as charged.”
This twisting of the truth was so sinful that Paul saves it for last, because it is beyond the depravity of the heathen pagan which he discussed in Romans 1:24-32.
It is beyond the hypocrisy and deceit of the self-righteous moralist discussed in Romans 2:1-5.
And it is beyond the false confidence of the religious, hypocritical Jew shown in Romans 2:17-29.
But these Jews did not have a monopoly on warped and twisted reasoning. Indeed, this is the kind of reasoning that some even employ today. People today say, "If God is glorified by human sin and failure, as the Scriptures say, then let's sin the more and make Him look all the better!" 

Paul's answer is:- "Let's carry that out to its logical conclusion. If everyone lived their lives on that basis, then nobody could be judged and God would be removed as Judge of all the world." It would demean God and God would be no better than the worst of men. 

God Himself could not act as a judge if He actually arranged things so that sin would glorify Him. If God cannot judge, He is demeaned and if He does not judge, the entire world is locked into perpetual iniquity and evil. There would be no way of arresting the awful flow of human evil in this world. Therefore, this is a preposterous and laughable argument! 

How can a perfectly Holy and Righteous God ever encourage sin? Sin greatly offends His Holiness! Let’s face it.  Man doesn’t need any encouragement to wilfully sin and rebel against his Creator.  He is by nature a sinful, fallen being separated from God by his sin. 

Man, of his own accord, constantly sows his crops of sin in defiance of God. So God forces us to harvest the crop we insist on sowing. We like to sow our wild oats, but, when they begin to sprout and the results begin to appear, we want to abandon the field and gallop off to another one, and just keep sowing our wild oats. 

But God says you cannot do that! You are going to have to live with the consequences. Galatians 6:7:- “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.”

The consequences of sin are two-fold – temporal and eternal. In other words, there are consequences here and now in time, and there are dire consequences for all eternity. People would do well not to believe Satan’s bare-faced lie that there are no consequences when God is mocked, ignored and disobeyed. 

You know, sin is all about "bad trades." 

Three of these bad trades were already illustrated by Paul in Romans 1:21-32. 

You will remember that man "exchanged" the glory of God for worship of self; - BAD TRADE

He "exchanged" the truth of God for the lie; - BAD TRADE

And depraved, degenerate men and women "exchanged" natural sexual expression for same-sex relations directly against nature. - BAD TRADE

These bad trades are still going on every day in our world. People today have countless daily opportunities to consider God, but they are too involved with TV, videos, the internet, and their own selfish agendas to ever find the quiet time to listen to Him: - BAD TRADE.

Satan is the worst kind of used car salesmen: he offers very bad trades, and accepting them is SIN.

May we remember two words in the moment of temptation: "BAD TRADE." 
We need to refocus our attention on the great good we trade away when we sin, so that we do not sin against our loving God and Saviour. The fact is, sin never glorifies God. Sin always has evil results; it does not produce good. 

“If God uses sin to get glory to Himself, then He should not punish the sinner”. This was the warped and twisted reasoning used by some as an excuse for living a lifestyle of sin. We’ll find this argument again in Romans chapter 6 and we will deal with it then. 

When Paul says “I speak as a man”, he isn’t trying to imply that he is no longer speaking by inspiration of the Holy Spirit and proper apostolic authority. He is explaining that only as a man would anyone dare to question God’s justice. Paul is embarrassed to even raise this question. 

And so he adds the disclaimer, "I am using a human argument", which is to say, “I would never seriously think this, but human thought could certainly go to this extreme.” The point is that the special position of being the chosen people of God brought with it special responsibility. 

The Jews believed that the special privileges that God had given them provided them special license to do whatever they chose, with impunity. They never could grasp the fact that God's special privileges were for special duty and service. Unfortunately, many Christians haven't grasped that either. 

The world is full of people who name the Name of Christ and wish to milk this status for everything that they can get out of it. But they fail to understand that with those special privileges they also have a special life with special duties and special responsibilities to their loving and gracious God.

Is God being unfair in judging man?    Absolutely not. It is impossible for God to be unfair or unjust!! -  He is perfect in all His ways.  And because He is perfect holiness and righteousness, He is the only One who could make such judgments on the world, which He created.

Paul’s answer in verse 6 is again an emphatic and categorical denial of any such suggestion that God could ever be unjust and unfair. 

To these Jews he emphatically replies:- “Certainly not! For then how will God judge the world?” 

Paul answers their argument by saying:- "May it never be! If God winks at your sin, then He would have no right to judge the world!" The argument of these Jews is inherently flawed from the very beginning and unworthy of consideration.

Fancy trying to rationalize and justify personal sin by saying:-“The way I see it, my sin is, therefore, an excellent thing! It has given God a chance to show how good He is! I may have done evil, but good has come of it! Therefore, surely it is unfair for the Lord to judge me when I sin, if I am giving Him a chance to prove and demonstrate His justice and grace."
If things were such as this imaginary Jewish objector suggested, then God could judge no one! Paul has already made it clear in Romans 2:5-11 that God is a righteous judge with a righteous standard and completely impartial. As a holy and impartial Judge, He must judge on the basis of deeds, like He has said He will. 

It is true that God will use even the unrighteousness of man to accomplish His work and bring praise to His Name. And Judas’ betrayal of Jesus is a perfect example. But part of the way God also glorifies Himself in unrighteousness is by righteously and blamelessly judging that unrighteousness!

For both Paul and his opponents it was accepted that there would be a judgment day when some would be acquitted and some condemned. He doesn’t even need to contest this point.  It was simply understood in that culture. Paul understood that God would judge the world, both Jew and Gentile. But the Jews of Paul’s day figured that God would condemn the Gentile for his sin, but save the Jew despite his sin.

The point is, since God is a righteous judge, sin must be judged.  Period! There is a price to pay for sin, and that price is death. Romans 6:23:- “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

This death refers to eternal death in the sense that the soul will forever be separated from God. The sinner apart from Christ is spiritually dead, that is, separated from God because he has rejected God’s grace offer of salvation through His Son, Jesus Christ. However, for those who have placed their faith in Jesus Christ, our sins have already been judged and we are saved from the wrath of God. (Romans 5:9) 

My friend, just because you haven't been caught, or judged yet, don't get too smug and confident! God knows what's in your life and He knows just when, where and how to take care of it. 

Verse 7

Paul then raises another objection which he hears coming from the mouths of those who would try to argue their case and excuse or rationalise their sin.  

These Jewish objectors are saying in verse 7:- “For if the truth of God has increased through my lie to His glory, why am I also still judged as a sinner?” 

Even though they know that they have lost the argument already, they harp on by saying:- "Okay, so He's a holy and righteous Judge. That at least I can agree with. But if through my lie the truth of God increased all the more to His glory by contrast, why am I still being judged as a sinner?” 

The questions is in effect, "If my sins exalt God, then why does God still judge me?” It goes without saying that this is a dumb question! However, we still see this kind of warped and perverse attitude in the church today. 

This is a doctrine known as "antinomianism". It holds the idea that we can do as we please since we are saved by grace. It says that morality and lifestyle doesn't matter, since we are saved by faith. But nothing could be further from the truth!

People will go through a time of sin in their lives and then stagger back to the Lord for forgiveness, after which they will say that:- "It was the best thing that could have happened to me, because it brought me back to the Lord."  Well, my friend, I don't want to offend you if you hold that philosophy, but that is just plain stupid! 

Wouldn’t it have been far better and smarter for you NOT to have committed those sins to begin with? Wouldn’t it have been much better for you to have walked faithfully with the Lord letting Christ manifest Himself through your life to the unsaved? Isn’t God more glorified by the life that proves that the power of God is sufficient to keep that person out of sin? 

Please remember that even though God is exalted by the forgiveness of sin, He is never exalted by sin itself. In truth, sin in the lives of God's children can do irreparable harm in the lives of those people around them. 

Yes, God was glorified when He forgave you, but while you were wallowing in sin, that sinner who followed your example and died while still in his sins...well, God didn't get any glory from that did He? And what about those children who watch you constantly change allegiance like a chameleon changes colour?  

One day you live for the Lord, - then the next day for the world, - then for the Lord, - then for the world like a yo-yo? Well, they will probably grow up to be just like you, and how much glory will God get from that?

In our last verse 8 we read:- “And why not say, "Let us do evil that good may come''? as we are slanderously reported and as some affirm that we say. Their condemnation is just.” 

“Let us do evil that good may come” was a perversion of Paul’s doctrine of justification by faith, and an extension of the objection of his opponent.  

If you take the thinking of Paul’s adversary far enough, you end up saying:- “Let’s sin as much as we can so God can be glorified even more.  In other words: Let's do evil that good may come." 

Paul says, "What a ridiculous argument.  Why, that removes all differences and distinctions between good and evil.” 

But this is what people are still saying today!  "There's no such thing as good or evil.  Whatever you like is good and whatever you don't like, that's evil. It's only in your mind that there's any difference between good and evil."  

You see how up-to-date this argument is? Paul says it is ridiculous and plain dumb. 

The logical conclusion to that thinking is moral chaos and anarchy. Nobody would be able to judge anything. We simply would plunge into a tremendous abyss of immorality in which anybody could do anything, and nobody would dare to raise a hand in opposition. This would produce moral anarchy.

But of course, “let us do evil that good may come” was certainly not Paul’s teaching. He makes it clear that in his day some were slanderously reporting that Paul and the other apostles were teaching this garbage. But it is possible to see where this accusation came as Paul freely preached forgiveness and salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, not works.

Don’t worry if you find yourself sometimes accused of preaching a gospel that is “too open” and too reliant on faith and grace and God’s work. This just means that you are in good company with the apostle Paul.

The last statement Paul makes in verse 8 is revealing!  

He says: “Their condemnation is just.” Paul will not even answer such a ridiculous twisting of his Gospel. He simply says of those who would teach such things, or accuse Paul of teaching them, that their condemnation is just.  

In other words, anyone who would teach or believe such a thing is rightly condemned by God. He simply says that those who hold this kind of bizarre philosophy of life will be damned and that they are simply getting what they deserve!  Again, the answer is that God is not responsible for their choice to sin. He remains perfectly righteous and just apart from their sin. 

It is not sin that glorifies God.  It is His solution to the problem of sin by the removal of the barrier that separated the unsaved from God. God’s solution to the problem of man’s sin is found in that cruel Roman Cross upon which His dearly beloved Son was crucified for Adam’s fallen race! This indeed glorifies Him!! 

God cannot condone sin nor sweep it under the carpet.  Sin MUST be paid for. And this is why the Son of God, Jesus Christ went to the cross to pay the debt that we could never pay.  

Our sin does not prove God is right. God does not need to be proven right. He IS right.  

God is not righteous because we are unrighteous. He is righteous because He always has been and always will be righteous. 

God is not truthful because we are false. He is the embodiment of all truthfulness. 

God does not compare Himself with us. He does not need us in order for Him to look good. God's goodness is not relative, it is not comparable, - His glory is absolute.

So, when we sin, we stand fully accountable to God for that sin. God can judge the world because His righteousness, justice and holiness is, and always will be, perfect. His ability to judge us depends on Who He is, - not on who we are.

So, we have no excuses we can make, and no arguments we can put forth that will exonerate us from our responsibility and accountability before God. God did not cause us to sin, nor is He accountable for our sin. We choose to disobey Him and therefore, we stand guilty before Him for that disobedience.  All arguments are silenced.

We can draw some parallels and similarities in our time with the times in which Paul wrote this epistle. As it was in Paul’s day, so it is in ours that twisting the glorious free gift of God in Jesus Christ into a supposed license to sin is perhaps the zenith of man’s depravity and decadence. It takes the most beautiful gift of God and perverts and mocks it.  

The Christian must be careful that he doesn't fall into the Gnostic trap that was so prevalent in Paul's day. Gnosticism is a dangerous mind-set, a trap of Satan, and a delusion of the mind.  It subtly introduces the thought that:-"Since I am saved then I am free to do as I want. Thus I am free now to sin with impunity." 

However, the born again, transformed Christian must never use his secure salvation and his freedom from the law as a license to sin. This freedom is not freedom to do as one pleases, but instead, to do only what pleases God.

Jesus set this example for us and He stated as much in John 8:34:- "And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for I always do those things that please Him.''

The Christian can rest assured that a life lived half in and half out will result in a life filled with the bitter consequences of his foolish choices.  The fact of the matter is that all sinners will be held accountable by the Lord. (Ezekiel 18:4)
When a person is revealed to be a sinner, they can come up with some pretty creative ways to try and justify their sins.  But that will fool no-one but themselves!   

Today, we need to stop trying to justify and rationalise our sins. We need to take off the masks and quit the phoney play acting and false facades. We need to be frank, open and completely honest with God and confess our sins directly to Him the moment that we become aware of them.

1st John 1:9:- “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
The word “confess” actually means “to say the same thing [about].”  What God wants us to do is to look at the sin before us and call it what He calls it. 

To confess sin, then, means to say the same thing about it that God says about it. 

God says that my sins are wretched and filthy. He says that they harm His Kingdom and rob Him of His glory.  He says that my sins hurt me and they effect and hurt others in ways that I have never even thought about. He wants me to say the same thing about my sins that He is saying about them. He just wants me to come clean, and when I do, He has promised to make me clean.

God does not want His children to wear masks and create phoney images and facades. He doesn’t want His children living a lie and acting out a phoney, hypocritical role that isn’t really them. 

He doesn’t want us trying to rationalise or justify our sins. 

Nor does he want us to try to “fit in” with this world system, nor compromise our Christian walk.

He wants us to focus on our new identity in Christ and to be totally open, honest, frank and “up front” with Him and with each other. 

Let’s always remember that we are citizens and ambassadors of Heaven representing the incomparable Lord of Lords and King of kings!!

MESSAGE 26 – ROMANS 3:9-12 (NKJ)
9.  “What then?  Are we {Jews} better than they?  Not at all.  For we have previously charged both Jews and Greeks {Gentiles} that they are all under sin. 

10.  As it is written: "There is none righteous, no, not one; 

11.  there is none who understands; there is none who seeks after God. 

They have all gone out of the way; they have together become unprofitable; there is none who does good, no, not one.””

What do you think?   Not a very pretty picture of mankind, is it?  Incredibly ugly, as a matter of fact! 

How does one explain such a negative view coming from the great Apostle of Hope?  Did he just have a bad day when he wrote this?  Perhaps he had been verbally abused by some people who had their noses out of joint, OR, perhaps his thorn-in-the-flesh (whatever or whoever that may have been) was acting up.

OR, could it be possible that Paul is simply giving us the straight goods here, - that this really is an accurate description of species homo sapiens?

Most of us have an image of ourselves that is somewhat different from reality.  We may feel that we are taller or shorter than we really are.  Others may believe that they are smarter, or perhaps even dumber than they really are.  This same deceptive self-image slips into our view of our spiritual selves as well. 

Most, if not all of us, believe that we are basically good people.  We want to think that we are in good shape spiritually.  This isn't just a situation that is true among members of the church, but nearly every person who exists around us has the idea that all is well within his or her heart.  

Sadly, this is simply not the truth!  These verses tell us all about the person in our mirror.  Every day, we look at a person in the mirror who is nothing like we think he is.  This passage reveals the truth that we are nothing more than sinners in the eyes of the Lord.  

In Romans 3:9 the Apostle is drawing to a head an argument he began way back in the first chapter.

In quick succession he has taken up the cases of the heathen, the humanistic, self-righteous moralist, and the deeply religious person, and he has shown each of them to be spiritually lost and without excuse before God. 

"Pagan," - "humanistic, self-righteous moralist," or "religious" probably describe every member of the human race, but just in case anyone feels that he is an exception to the indictment, Paul tells us in verse 9 that “all are under sin.”  

“Under sin” is a powerful phrase. It speaks of our slavery to sin. Literally, it means “sold under sin’s dominion.”
Paul is saying that every man, no matter who he is, is a sinner in the sight of God!

Now, that is a hard pill for many people to swallow!  Yet, understanding that truth is the first step in coming to God for salvation.  

Today, I would like to look at these verses and tell you about the man in my mirror.  As I preach this message, realize that the person in your mirror is basically no different from the one I look at every day.  Hopefully, if there is someone here today who has never come to realize that they are a sinner, today may be the day when the light comes on and they see themselves as they really are.  By the same token, we who are saved need to be reminded from time to time that we have no ground from which to boast before the Lord.  We are what we are purely by the grace of God! 

Verse 9 opens with a question, which is related to another question in verse 1.  Let's see if we can follow the argument. 

In the latter part of chapter 2, the Apostle has stated categorically that being a Jew physically does not automatically make a person a Jew spiritually.  Having said so, however, he immediately entertains a challenge or an objection to his teaching in 3:1:-
“What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the profit of circumcision?”

In other words, if being born a Jew and going through the rites and rituals of the Jewish faith, doesn't guarantee a person entrance into Heaven, what's the advantage of being one of God's chosen  people? 

The answer is given in verse 2: “Much in every way!", and the chief benefit is that the Jew was entrusted with the very words of God." 

Now look at verse 9: 

“What shall we conclude then? Are we {Jews} better than they?” {those sinful Gentiles}
Are we Jews any better than the pagans and the humanistic moralists described in the first two chapters? 

Paul responds by saying:-

“Not at all. For we have previously charged both Jews and Greeks {Gentiles} that they are all under sin”. 

In other words, the Jews are no better and no worse than the Gentiles.  ALL are sinners and ALL are lost.

Yes, we have our advantages and benefits, says Paul, and we should not take them lightly.

If we don't seize those advantages, if we don't join God's spiritual family by faith and then live in obedience to Him, then we're no better off than the pagan or self-righteous moralist.”
I think it would be a little better to change this phrase from, "Are we better than they?" to:-

"Do we have any standing at all?" 

“Do we have anything in ourselves to shield us from God’s wrath?”  For that is what Paul is really asking.  

He has looked over all of mankind, and says, "Is there any ground by which a man or woman can please God apart from faith in Christ?” 

The answer, of course, is NO,….there isn’t!!

You see, there's a level playing field when it comes to SIN.  

Just as every human being has the same blood in his veins, so every human being has the same inherited sin nature.  Some, like the “heathen”, ride that “sin nature” to the depths of depravity.  Others, like the “humanistic moralist”, try their best to keep a lid on it.  The “religious” person sometimes tries to deny it or hide it. 

But, as we are going to discover, the only profitable thing to do with the old sin nature is to renounce it and receive a NEW nature by faith in Jesus Christ.  This makes you a NEW CREATION in Christ forever.

Now the Apostle has three major propositions he wants to convey in the verses before us:

Man is universally sinful. 

Man is totally depraved. 

Man is helplessly lost. 

Let’s look at the first one, - that man is universally sinful. 

The sinful human condition is seen in the statement in the middle of verse 9:-

“For we have previously charged both Jews and Greeks {Gentiles} that they are all under sin.” 

From a Biblical perspective, everyone alive today is either a Jew or a Gentile.  Therefore, Paul is saying that SIN has affected everyone born of human parents. - But what is sin? 

The word used here means literally, "missing the mark."  Sin is that which falls short of the perfect righteousness of God.  Sin is any deviation from the Word of God, the will of God, or the character of God. 

Sin is not limited to actions either; - it also includes thoughts and attitudes.   Nor is sin confined to what we do; it also includes what we don't do.  In other words, there are sins of omission as well as sins of commission.

O.K., someone argues, “I agree, we all have our imperfections, our moral flaws, our weaknesses, and our deficiencies.  If you want to call those things "SIN", then everyone is a sinner.  But is the situation really that serious?  Everyone also has a lot of good in them, or, almost everyone.  Even unbelievers do good things, and some cultists are legendary in their adherence to good morals.” 

To which God responds, "Man is not only universally sinful; he is totally depraved."

Look again at verse 9: "Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin." 

The preposition "under" is significant here, for it says more than just "all men have sinned" ,OR, that "all have a tendency to sin."  It says that man is dominated by sin, under its power, under its sway, and under its control.  The theological term used for this description is the doctrine of “total depravity”. 

It is not a real popular view today; in fact, Robert Schuler wrote a whole book attacking it, so you can imagine what unbelievers say about it!  But I believe “total depravity” to be a thoroughly Biblical concept, IF it is properly understood.  The problem is that it is often misunderstood.

Total Depravity does not imply that man has no innate knowledge of God or of His will.  As we have seen in the first two chapters of Romans, he has both.  It does not imply that every man is as thoroughly wicked as he can possibly be.  Only a few ever reach that depth.  It does not imply that sinners can't act in positive ways toward their fellow man or admire virtuous character in others. - We know they can.

What Total Depravity DOES mean is that there is no spiritual good in man--absolutely nothing to commend him to God. 

And it implies that all natural or civil good has the fatal defect of not being prompted by love to God.  Man’s relative good falls far short of the glory of God.  Such righteousness is called "filthy rags" by God's prophet Isaiah.

Verses 10-12

Now in order to prove that man is totally depraved (as that term has just been defined), the Apostle strings together a whole series of quotations and citations from the Old Testament.  The verses describing the verdict that “Both Jews and Gentiles…are all under sin” are taken from Ecclesiastes 7:20; Psalms 14:2-3; 53:2-3.  These are testimonies the Jew could not attempt to refute, coming as they do from his own acknowledged Scriptures. 

Frankly, Paul could have proved his point through HISTORY--man's depravity is written large on the pages of history--whether in the Spanish Inquisition or in the Holocaust or in Bosnia.  He could have proved it by NATURE--one doesn't have to go far to see how man in his depravity has polluted his environment--whether with nuclear waste, chemical waste, moral waste, or just waste.  But instead of demonstrating his doctrine through history or nature, Paul proves it through appeal to the Word of God.  Paul gathers up what the Scriptures say on this subject. - You know, I like that. 

We are living in a day when what men say is really considered the final word.  

The Scriptures may be considered, but are not really taken as authoritative or dependable any more.  But the apostles never treated Scripture that way.  They listened to what men said, but when it came to the final authority, they said, "Whatever the Scriptures say, that's it!" 

We need to return to that truth in our daily lives.  Man’s philosophies and values change frequently, but God never changes.

The Scriptures Paul uses divide into three very clear groups:

First, there is the character of man, as God sees it; 

The conduct of man, in both speech and action; 

And then, the cause of all this.

Let’s firstly look at the character of the sinner.  Sin affects everything about a person's character.  It affects his morality, his intellect, his will, his rebellious spirit, even his values.

Firstly, in regard to his morality and character, God says in verse 10:-
"There is none righteous, no, not one." 

When God finds none righteous, it is because there are none!!  It isn’t as if there were some and God couldn’t see them.  

There never has been a truly righteous man apart from Jesus Christ.  

There is no one who always does the right things for the right reasons with true and pure unselfish motives.  That includes Mahatma Gandhi, The Pope, Arthur Schweitzer, Mother Theresa, and you and me.  It includes ALL of us. 

“There is NONE righteous, no, not one” God says.

Isn't that an amazing statement?  Just think of all the nice people that you know.  They may not be Christians, but they are nice people -- good neighbours, friends, kind and gracious people who speak lovingly.  God, looking at them, says, "There's not one among them that is righteous, not even one." 

I think the total depravity of the human heart is revealed by the fact that when we read this kind of statement, "There is none righteous, no, not one," we mentally add, "except me." Right?

Wrong!  None are righteous.  Even Mary needed a Saviour.

Luke 1:46-47:-

46.  “And Mary said: "My soul magnifies the Lord, 

47.  and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Saviour”

Mary acknowledged herself as a sinner in need of a Saviour disproving the idea that she was sinless.  

No one in this world is exempt from the stain of sin!  The white man, the black man, the red man, the brown man and the yellow man are all sinners in the sight of God!  There is no escaping that awful truth! - It is a universal problem!

We SIN because we are SINNERS.

We are NOT sinners because we SIN.

God emphatically states that:-

"There is not one righteous, not even one,"

Paul quotes from Psalm 14:1 and then adds the words, "not even one". 

There is a dramatic absoluteness about this negative.  God's perfect righteousness is the criterion by which sin is judged and no man can produce the righteousness of God from his flesh, in his own power, independent of God.  Here is God's indictment of the sinner!  He looks at them and says that no man has the ability to produce a level of righteousness acceptable to Him!  In fact, the Bible tells us that the best we can produce in the flesh is filthy rags in the sight of God. 

Isaiah 64:6:-

“For all of us have become like one who is unclean,

And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment;

And all of us wither like a leaf,

And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.”

The best we can do will never be good enough to meet God’s standards!  The problem with that is that Jesus said that we had to possess perfect righteousness to get into Heaven.  (Matt. 5:20; Matt. 5:48) 

Matthew 5:20:-

“"For I say to you, that unless your righteousness {your right standing with God} exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.”

In and of ourselves that is absolutely impossible!  I can never be good enough in the energy of the flesh to please God, because I am a sinner and everything I touch is ruined by my sin!  It is the Midas touch in reverse! 

When we sinners touch something, it doesn't turn to gold, it turns to garbage as far as God’s standards are concerned.  In order to get to heaven by his own good deeds, a man must be just as good and as sinless as God Himself.  Failing in that, he stands condemned.  

What greater sin can there be than counting the Blood that was shed for his sins as no more holy than the blood of a dog?  

My friend, if you have committed even one sin, then you are absolutely incapable of getting to heaven on your own merits, and you must turn to the One who has paid your penalty for you, Jesus Christ the Righteous.

The sin question was settled forever at Calvary, insofar as every sin, past, present and future was judged there when the Blood of the Lamb of God was shed to pay the penalty on man's behalf.   However, this forgiveness is appropriated by faith in the sufficiency of that Sacrifice.  Until a person accepts that Sacrifice as the full payment of the penalty for his own particular sins, those sins are not remitted.  

People do not go to hell for being sinners!!  

They go to hell for rejecting the only possible payment for their sins that is sufficient to meet the demands of God’s righteousness and justice.  

In our verse 11, God refers to man’s intellect and his will.  

He says that:-  “there is none who understands; there is none who seeks after God.” 

This unflattering, but true conclusion was made by God Himself in Psalm 53.  

From the flesh no one will seek after God to understand Him or His will.

This verse teaches the terrible truth that sin has dulled our minds and our intellect to the truth of God.  

“there is none who understands”  God says.
Understands what? 

No one understands the true nature of God.  No one understands the depravity of man.  No one understands the seriousness of SIN.  No one understands that by rejecting Jesus Christ, they have booked themselves on a one-way ticket to Hell!!  

That includes Aristotle, Plato, Thomas Aquinas, Da Vinci, Einstein, Von Braun, and Charles Darwin.  None of them understand God's truth, - - not without God's help at least. 

Ist Corinthians 2:14 says:-

“But the natural {non-spiritual} man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”

And it is not just spiritual truth they don't understand.  Frankly, there is not a single area of academia that is not affected negatively by SIN.  How else can one explain absurd solutions the political scientist comes up with to solve society's problems?  How else can one explain how a physician who has been trained to heal and subscribes to the Hippocratic Oath can become a doctor of death by performing abortions or euthanasia? 

Sin also affects man in regard to his will.

“there is none who seeks after God.”

Now this seems like a strange assertion indeed.  Here are all these religious people going to temples and mosques, observing rituals, flocking to churches, and filling up worship areas all over the world.  What are they looking for? 

We would say they are looking for God, but God does not say so.  He says there is no one searching for God. 

They are looking for “a” god, not “the” one, true, living God who created all things.  They are looking for a god that will not hold them accountable for their sins.  They are looking for a god that will wink at their sin and never judge them!!  They are not looking for the God of truth and justice, Who is behind all things and Who sent His Son to die for Adam’s fallen race. 

Some may ask: “But don’t ALL the religions and rituals and practices from the beginning of time demonstrate that man does seek after God?” 

Not at all. 

If man initiates the search then he doesn’t seek the true God, the God of the Bible. Instead, he seeks an idol that he makes himself.  He seeks something which he can control and manipulate.  We deceive ourselves into thinking that man, on his own, really does seek after God. 

Man from the flesh will eventually conclude that God is not worth seeking after.  

Why?….because at the core of humanity is a selfishness that keeps us focused on ourselves.  Man tries to fill that God-shaped vacuum that is in every human heart with whatever secular garbage will fill it.  But it never satisfies him for long!!

The Bible is not the record of man’s search after God, but of God’s search after man. (See Genesis 3:9; Isaiah 1:15; 55:1).  It is God who actually seeks after us.  

The God of Truth and Righteousness tells man the truth about himself and demands total surrender of man to His authority and will.  But man resists this with every fibre of his being. 

If left to himself, fallen man would never seek God, nor even give Him a thought!!  It is only through the work of the Holy Spirit that anyone ever does!!  

Man is a rebel and he is dead in his trespasses and sins until the Holy Spirit quickens his heart and creates a hunger in his soul for God.  You see, sin has left fallen man with spiritual brain damage!

Our next verse 12 will describe man’s rebellious spirit toward God:

 “They have all gone out of the way; they have together become unprofitable; there is none who does good, no, not one.''

The Amplified Bible starts this verse by saying, All have turned aside….”
Not only do men not seek after the true God; they specifically "have turned away from Him."  The term "turned away" is one that is used in Greek of a group of soldiers who have turned and fled before the enemy.  It reminds us of what the Word of God says in John 1:11:-
“He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.”

Man has a rebellious spirit.

Just as Adam and Eve turned away from God, so the whole human race has turned away from God, too.  Confronted with the choice to follow God or serve ourselves, fallen man has chosen to turn away from Him.  

After describing man’s rebellious spirit toward God, God now speaks of man’s current value without Him.

“they have together become unprofitable”

They are unprofitable because SIN has corrupted them!!  The word “unprofitable” has the idea of rotten fruit.  This is a reference to something originally good which goes bad, like sour milk, rotten meat, and mouldy bread. (Isaiah 1:6). 

Thus, fallen man is unrighteous, unreasonable, unresponsive, and unrepentant.  And finally, to sort of wrap up man's character and make sure there is no misunderstanding, the Apostle Paul flatly states:-

"There is none who does good, no, not one." 

Undoubtedly there are some who react very negatively to this categorical castigation of the human race.  Perhaps you are saying:- "I just don't accept the fact that man is so hopeless and helpless.  I resent the statement that there is within us all a sinful nature that motivates us toward every form of evil.  I accept instead the view of 21st century sociology, psychology, philosophy, and many other disciplines that man is essentially good, and that it is his environment that is the problem."

If you think man’s nature is essentially good, I could invite you to work for a month among young children in a child day care centre. 

But instead I invite you to imagine that in this advanced scientific age of ours someone has invented a camera that can read thoughts and feelings. 

Imagine that at a Sunday morning service, where all you fine-looking, moral, clean-living, decent people come, this hidden camera has been recording all your thoughts.  Prior to the service and during the service, the camera is scanning, clearly picking up your every thought. 

For example:-

What you thought when you arrived this morning and noticed the clothes someone was wearing.

What you thought when you saw someone that you’re not particularly fussed over.

What you thought when your favourite seat was taken by someone else.

What you thought when the person next to you sat down.

What you were thinking when we sang the hymn.

What you thought when you discovered that one of the songs was unfamiliar and difficult to sing.

What you thought when a particularly beautiful woman walked down the aisle (jealousy counts, too, ladies).

 What you thought and WHO came into your mind when I preached against a certain sin or bad habit.

The camera would further record whether you have engaged in any true worship of God or instead have spent your time scheming about business or planning your afternoon or next vacation.

Now suppose one thing further.  Suppose it were announced that a screening of the film from that camera would be shown next Sunday.  I wonder how many would show up? 

The intense desire most of us would have to see what others were thinking would be counteracted, I suspect, by considerable mortification that all of our own thoughts would also be viewed.  

And even if you had nothing but lovely thoughts this morning, would you like to see the film from last week, or last month, or last year?

The stark reality, friends, is that God sees it all.  When He looks at the entire human race His evaluation is that without a single exception there is not a human being from any culture, environment, or age who has habitually produced a life characterized by undeviating commitment to righteousness.  Not even one!!

But this is the stark revelation from Scripture of what God sees when He looks at the human race.
“There is no one who does good, not even one.” 

So, as far as God is concerned, the very first GOOD work that anyone can do is to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and receive eternal life and God’s righteousness by imputation.  

From God’s perspective, all of a person’s past works before salvation were sinful and totally unacceptable to Him.  

Let’s face it. - God has given us His most precious possession, His one and only dearly beloved Son.  If we refuse to receive Him, do we think God is going to accept anything we offer to do or give instead?

Once a person is genuinely reborn spiritually, they begin to practice good works; not necessarily good works in the world’s eyes, but good works as God sees them.  Their good works are the RESULT of their salvation, never the CAUSE of it.

The Christian, by faith in Jesus Christ, has received the very righteousness of God as a free gift and will never be condemned by God for his sins.

MESSAGE 27 – ROMANS 3:13-18
We have been studying God’s unflattering but completely accurate X-ray of the human race.  

You will recall that verse 10 revealed the universal unrighteousness of man. 

Verse 11 revealed man’s ignorance and independence toward God.

Verse 12 revealed man’s waywardness and man’s lack of any goodness that is acceptable to God.

Paul says that man has gone astray, and has become unprofitable both to himself and to God.  Our Lord's parables about the lost coin, the lost sheep and the Prodigal son in Luke 15 illustrate this perfectly.  

Paul presents this summary like the opening argument in a court case.  

He has brilliantly presented his case and proven that all men, pagans, self-righteous moralists, religious, Jews and gentiles alike are all lost and under the domination of sin.

Are you beginning to see the picture of human nature yet?  

Paul, under the inspiration of God the Holy Spirit, has said that there is no one who does good, not even one.

As we move on now, we will see that God’s X-ray continues to scan the entire human race and He further describes the total depravity of fallen man without Christ and why it is that:-

“there is no one who does good, not even one”.

Paul gives us an X-ray study of the lost sinner, from head to foot.

Let’s pick it up from verse 13:-

Romans 3:13-18:- (NKJ)

13.  "Their throat is an open tomb; with their tongues they have practiced deceit''; "The poison of asps is under their lips''; 

14.  "Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.'' 

15.  "Their feet are swift to shed blood; 

16.  destruction and misery are in their ways; 

17.  and the way of peace they have not known.'' 

18.  "There is no fear of God before their eyes.'' 

Paul quotes from the Old Testament as follows:-

verse 13a - Psalm 5:9; 

verse 13b - Psalm 140:3; 

verse 14 - Psalm 10:7; 

verses 15-17 - Isaiah 59:7-8; 

verse 18 - Psalm 36:1. 

These Old Testament verses need to be read in their contexts for the full impact of what Paul is saying here.

With these references from the Old Testament, Paul calls virtually every part of man’s body into guilt.

The throat, tongue, lips, mouth, feet and eyes are all shown to be filled with sin and rebellion against God.
Paul has been discussing the character of the sinner, and we can see the connection between words and character in Matthew 12:34: 

"For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks."

Beloved, how you speak reveals the condition of your heart!

Beginning with verse 13, the Apostle turns his attention from the character of the sinner to the conduct of the sinner, beginning with his SPEECH.
When a doctor examines a patient, he generally wants to look in your mouth, so he will often ask you to stick out your tongue.  This is helpful in diagnosing the illness.  He puts one of those overgrown Popsicle sticks on your tongue and says, "Say ahhh!" 

Well, God here looks into the mouth of the sinner and when man says, "ahhh," God says "Yuk! Their throats are open graves filled with corruption." 

God speaks to us through Ephesians 2:1-3 and tells us that the unsaved sinner is spiritually dead by nature, therefore only death can come out of his mouth. 

Jesus talked often about the fact that we give far more attention to what goes INTO our mouths than what comes OUT of them, when the opposite should be the case. 

The Jews, for example, had the practice of kosher food, which, they thought, would prevent them from defiling themselves. 

But listen to how defilement really takes place, according to Mark 7:14-23: 

Mark 7:17-23: (Living Bible)

17.  Then he went into a house to get away from the crowds, and his disciples asked him what he meant by the statement he had just made.

18.  ``Don't you understand either?'' he asked. ``Can't you see that what you eat won't harm your soul? 
19.  For food doesn't come in contact with your heart, but only passes through the digestive system.'' (By saying this he showed that every kind of food is kosher.)

20.  And then he added, ``It is the thought-life that pollutes. 

21.  For from within, out of men's hearts, come evil thoughts of lust, theft, murder, adultery, 

22.  wanting what belongs to others, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, pride, and all other folly. 

23.  All these vile things come from within; they are what pollute you and make you unfit for God.''

Is it any wonder that Paul speaks of our throats as open graves?

Can you imagine the stench of rotting flesh coming out of an open grave in the heat of the day in Palestine?

Paul continues verse 13 by saying that: with their tongues they have practiced deceit''; 

After examining the throat the physician often looks at the tongue.  I understand that there are an amazing number of things which a doctor can tell about an individual's health just by looking at his tongue. 

Well, God's examination in verse 13 shows that human tongues practice deceit.

The verb DECEIT in the Greek is from a word used for fish bait intended to lure the fish so it could be caught.  

Men often use deceit like worms that are put on fishhooks.  Those who take these people’s word at face value are often caught on the barb of the fishhook and suffer pain.  In the Hebrew there was an idiom that referred to the smooth tongues which were filled with sweet words but intent upon deception and lies. 

I think that it is sad that in today’s world, a lie seems no longer to be a lie.  Many today tell “half truths” or white lies.  What is a white lie?  It is a way of pleasing yourself by avoiding displeasing another person.  You tell them a little fib about how they look, or act toward you and others.  Thus, we avoid making others angry with us, by using white lies.  But this is DECEIT.  God’s Word says that a so-called "half truth" or "white lie" is a WHOLE lie.!!

We think all this deceit is harmless and most times goes unnoticed.  But not so……..God sees it all.  He X-rays man’s heart, too, and this is what He has to say about it:-

Jeremiah 17:9:-

"The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; Who can know it?”

In those two lines you have the explanation of ALL the misery and heartache and injustice and evil of life. 

It all stems from the fact that man has genetically inherited a SIN nature that is capable of every conceivable type of evil. (meaning total depravity)

Interestingly, the words, “desperately wicked” are translated “incurable” in such passages as Jeremiah 15:18 and Jeremiah 30:12.  Man’s lower creature nature is so wicked and corrupt that it is incurable!!

But it is also very clever and crafty; - it can appear one way when it is quite another.  It is a master of deceit.

Deception is the most subtle of ALL satanic strongholds. - It can easily show its ugly head in every facet of human life!!
Not only do people use words in deceit to gain their own ends; they also use words to injure others, for Paul says:-
"The poison of asps is under their lips'';  

This is a quote taken from Psalm 140:3.
The Egyptian asp is one of the most poisonous snakes in the world.  With venom stored in a sack directly under it's lower lip, to be bitten is to be certain of a sure and painful death. 

Every human being is also born with a poison sac located in his mouth and they often use this deadly arsenal of words to strike viciously at their fellow man. 

No wonder Solomon said:

Proverbs 18:21:-

"The Tongue has the power of life and death"

This is a picture of the tongue used to slander, to plant poison in another person's heart.

You know, the “put-down”, the sharp, caustic words, the sarcasm that cuts someone off and de-personalizes another human being.  We have all at one time or another been guilty of this.  If we were to go and look in the mirror, we would see a tongue that is potentially far more dangerous than any taipan snake.  A taipan snake can’t hurt your reputation at all.   It can kill your body, but it can’t hurt your reputation.  But we all have a tongue that if used wrongly can ruin the reputation of someone else.  

You can ruin the fair name of some woman, or destroy the reputation of some man by wrongful use of the tongue.  

Oh, how vicious the human tongue is!  How terrible and poisonous it can be!!

Think also of the souls damned to Hell by the poison of false doctrine that dripped from the lips of some false teacher. 

Think of the deadly poison that has ruined the life and reputation of godly people through gossip and rumour. 

Although the tongue is a small part of the body, it can do great damage to the reputation and attitude of others toward us.   

The tongue is a wicked and almost untameable thing.  

James agrees and says in James 3:8:-

“But no man can tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.”

Only the power of God the Holy Spirit in the life of a spiritual believer can successfully tame the human tongue.

One of the greatest dangers that we, as Christians face, is the wrongful use of our tongue.

Do you too sometimes get hung by your tongue?

How often it is that our tongue can get us into all kinds of trouble.  How we need to pray with David 

Psalm 141:3:-

“Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; Keep watch over the door of my lips.”

Psalm 34:13:-

“Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit.”

Do our words hurt, or do they heal?  

Do they inspire, or do they injure?  

Are our words going to encourage and uplift someone, or are they designed to tear down and injure?

It was Thomas Brooks who said—"We know metals by their tinkling and men by their talking".

Psalm 39:1:-

"I said, 'I will guard my ways, Lest I sin with my tongue; I will restrain my mouth with a muzzle, While the wicked are before me.'"
Furthermore, Paul says in verse 14:-
"Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness." 

It is a fact that your words will reveal the condition of your heart!  The tongue of the sinner is a dreadful thing.  It can ruin lives and it can damage testimonies and reputations. 

Paul says that the sinner's speech is like the smell of a rotting corpse.  What is down in the heart comes out in the speech -- not only vulgarity, but in hypocrisy. 

Jesus said that our speech reflected what was actually in our heart.  So, if our lives are unwholesome and unhealthy, so our speech will also be laced with deceit,  poison,  swearing cursing, and bitterness. 

One no longer needs to visit a boot-camp or the back room of a pool-hall to get a quick education in the latest four-letter vocabulary.  The average fourth-grade class will do, or the typical family-hour television programme or radio show.  Just a listen to the language of society will tell you that men are rotten on the inside! 

If not, then tell me why so many of our slang and curse words have to do with human excrement and perverted sexual acts!  Some people today hardly ever speak a sentence without using some form of profanity. 

Paul says that the sinner’s mouth is full of cursing and also, full of bitterness.

There are millions of people today who are living miserable, unhappy lives because of unresolved, smouldering bitterness in their lives. These people are miserable and wretched because bitterness is crowding out their joy, happiness, contentment, and peace, filling them with hurt,  anger,  resentment, and hatred.  Bitterness troubles us by vexing the heart and the soul.  It frustrates and pollutes our life.  

It is well documented that a rattlesnake, if cornered, will sometimes become so angry it will bite itself.

Bitterness is the biting of oneself.  It poisons our entire being and when we are filled with bitterness, we are only hurting ourselves.

An ancient Roman story goes that the soldiers of Caesar became dissatisfied with their treatment and rations.  They knew that they could not complain to Caesar, so they became angry with the gods.  In their anger and frustration, many of them shot their arrows toward the heavens, hoping to hit the gods.  Several of the soldiers were wounded or killed as their own deadly arrows fell back on them. 

A bitter heart is like shooting arrows toward the heavens that eventually will come back to harm and hurt the one who shot them.

Ephesians 4:31 says:-

“Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamour, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice.”

The words "put away" mean " to dispose of."  It literally means to chuck it in the garbage bin.  

In other words, we are to look at whatever injured us, put it in the right perspective and see it as it really is, ----garbage that needs to be completely disposed of in our life.

Never harbour grudges or bitterness.  Learn to forgive as God in Christ has forgiven you.   God has forgiven you unconditionally with no strings attached nor any hidden conditions.  

In addition to that, He has promised to bury our sins into His “sea of forgetfulness” and never look upon them again.  This is how we must also forgive those who have hurt us and offended us.

Verses 15-16 – Just as the sinner’s words are deceitful, so his ways are destructive. 

Now, Paul tells us that the influence of sin in our lives has caused us to be extraordinarily cruel and wicked in the way we live.  Paul says in verse 15 that:-

“Their feet are swift to shed blood;”

Isaiah 59:7 gives the unabridged version: 

“Their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed innocent blood: their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; wasting and destruction are in their paths.” 

What a picture this is of mankind:

“Their feet are swift to shed blood.”

This hardly needs explanation!!  

One need only read the daily newspapers and watch the news on TV for awhile, to have no doubt that sinful man’s feet are swift to shed blood.  Life is so cheap in our country today, particularly in the major cities.  People kill one another over a set of car keys, or a verbal insult, or even just over a sinister look.  

Man today seems to be seething with rebellion and anger, and the value of human life has greatly diminished.

Jesus taught that hatred and anger contains the SEEDS of murder and that CURSING language implies the very desire to murder.

When people have not made peace with God, they can never make peace with one another.  Indeed, they are locked in a perpetual inner struggle.  Since THEY have no peace, they desire no one to have any peace.  They become those who spread strife discord and friction wherever they go. 

Paul continues in verse 16 by saying that:-

“destruction and misery are in their ways;” 

This is a picture of someone running over others, crushing them and bringing misery to others who are in their path.  They do not care about the rights of others and they will stop at nothing to achieve their own goals and dreams!

"Destruction and misery are in their ways," because they have forgotten that God is the source of life and blessing.

Often, lives are lost, or are permanently damaged by people who are simply brutal in the way they live!  It seems that wherever man goes, ruin and devastation follows.  Do we need any documentation of that today? 

Why do cities always develop ghettos and slums? 

Why do our beautiful mountains and streams become polluted? 

Why do major industrial companies dispose of their hazardous waste in ways that they know will eventually endanger people in the area?

It is because of the selfish, uncaring and greedy heart of man.

Ephesians 6:15 says that the Christians' feet are shod with the Gospel of peace  but the lost sinner brings destruction death, and misery wherever he goes. 

These tragedies may not occur immediately, but they will inevitably come.  The lost sinner is on the broad road that leads to destruction (Matt. 7:13-14);  He needs to repent, trust Jesus Christ, and get on the narrow road that leads to eternal life with God.
Paul says in verse 17:-  “and the way of peace they have not known.” 

I have often thought this would be an appropriate slogan for the United Nations! 

Man does not know the way of peace.  Look about you in the world today.  After all these years man is still talking about peace, but he hasn’t found it.  Nations sign and break peace treaties with frightening regularity. 

It has been pointed out by the Society of International Law at London that there have been only 268 years of peace during the past 4,000 years of human history, despite the signing of more than 8,000 separate peace treaties!!

It is blatantly clear that fallen man does not know the way of God's peace. 

This is what caused Jesus to weep over Jerusalem. (Luke 19:41-44). 

Israel had missed its golden opportunity.  If the people had only received Him as Messiah, it would have meant peace for them.  But they didn’t recognise that He is the source of true peace.  They had already determined in their hearts what they would do with the Son of God.

So, Jesus shed tears over their lack of understanding.

This lack of understanding and rejection of Jesus Christ as their Messiah has cost the Jews dearly ever since.  Less than 40 years later, in February of A.D. 70, the  Roman general TITUS surrounded Jerusalem with 80,000 men to crush a revolt that had begun some 5 years back.  When the smoke had cleared, over half a million Jews lay dead.

Just as it was then, so it is today.  Rejection of Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour will have appalling and terrible consequences.  The sinner does not want to know God's truth.  He prefers to believe Satan's lie (Romans 1:21, 25, 28).   And he doesn’t know the way of peace because he has deliberately chosen the ways of death!!

God's way of peace is through Jesus Christ and we see this in Romans 5:1:-
"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." (Romans 5:1). 

Without God, true peace is impossible. 

The way of peace is not pacifism.  Nor is the way of peace militarism.  In fact, there is no peace ahead for the nations of this world until the “Prince of Peace” Jesus Christ returns to reign on earth. 

The only way of true peace is the way of surrender to the claims of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

How can God be at peace with man when man is refusing the priceless gift of His Son?  - It is impossible!!

If you've been tracking with me so far, you have probably wondered to yourself, how did man ever get into such a terrible state of affairs? 

Well, the cause is clearly stated in verse 18 in just one single, profound sentence:-

"There is no fear of God before their eyes.'' 

This last charge against the lost sinner tells us that mankind possesses no fear of God. 

This is why he is able to do all these other terrible things. 

This is why he is able to live the kind of godless life that he does. 

To put it simply, men just do not fear God today!! 

Remember the thief on the cross who spoke in amazement to his fellow thief: 

Luke 23:40-41:-

40. “But the other answered, and rebuking him said, "Do you not even fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?

41. "And we indeed justly, for we are receiving what we deserve for our deeds; but this man {Jesus Christ} has done nothing wrong."

Man is living as if God does not exist.  Every sin and rebellion against God happens because we do not have a proper respect for Him.

God has already told mankind what will happen as a result of his sins.  That brings us right back to Chapter 1, Verse 18 of Romans. 

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,”

Make no mistake about it!!  The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men.  

God’s wrath or anger comes against “ungodliness”.  

 “Ungodliness” is that which is against God.  This is a word that is primarily used to describe a class of unbeliever.  They are said to mock God.  They reject Him and refuse to believe in Him.  This “ungodliness” denies the character mercy, and goodness of God. 

There are multitudes of people today who disregard the very existence of God.  But “ungodliness” isn't necessarily atheism, - the belief that God doesn't exist.  “Ungodliness” is ACTING as though He doesn't exist.  It is disregarding God.

That attitude is widespread in our society today; it is what we call the "secular", worldly attitude.  It doesn't necessarily deny that there is a God, but it never takes any account of Him; it doesn't expect Him to be active in the affairs of this world.  That is the attitude of “ungodliness” which the apostle Paul speaks of.

Speaking of people who know not the true God, the apostle Paul says in Ephesians 2:12 that these people are without hope and:-

“without God in the world.” 

Therefore, their behaviour is called “ungodliness”.  In their pride and arrogance, they reject God and mock him in their meaningless, selfish lifestyles.  To reject the true God is to also reject His salvation rescue package from a life eternally separated from Him.

You know, when men reject God, they lose everything that has lasting value.  Without the reverential fear of the Lord there is no knowledge, there is no wisdom, there is no instruction.

Proverbs 1:7:-

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.”
Reverential fear of the Lord is the prerequisite of knowledge.  It is this standing in awe of God that is the start and source of real knowledge and wisdom.   The reverential fear of the Lord also has a way of keeping us close to Him.  We choose to obey Him because we love Him and want to please Him.  The person who fears God alone need never fear any man or group of men.  It has been said that the fear of God is the fear that cancels fear!!!

Secular man has chosen not to believe the Word of God.  In fact, most people live as though God did not exist!   This is called "practical atheism". I think the most ridiculous position man can hold is that of atheism.  It is illogical and senseless.  No wonder the Psalms twice declare bluntly, 

"The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God.''   (Psalm 14:1;53:1).

The word for “fool” means “insane.”   In other words, a man is insane when he denies the existence of God. 

How is it possible to believe that human life somehow evolved from lifeless prebiotic slime and pond scum over millions of years?

Sadly, rebellious man chooses to live his life his way and live as if there were no God and no judgement.  This frees him from any restrictions on his behaviour and allows him to do as he pleases.  If only he would come to his senses while there is yet time!!  

In view of the current unstable and volatile world conditions, I believe that time is fast running out for those who continue to reject God.

I leave you with that beautiful invitation found in Psalm 34:8-9:-

Psalm 34:8-9:-

8.  “Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him! 

9.  Oh, fear the Lord, you His saints! There is no want to those who fear Him.”
MESSAGE 28 – ROMANS 3:19-21 
Over the past couple of weeks we have seen God’s X-ray of the human race.

God has revealed man’s universal unrighteousness, ignorance, and independence toward Him.

He has revealed man’s waywardness, unprofitableness and lack of any goodness acceptable to Him.

God says that man’s throat is full of rottenness, his tongue is deceitful, his lips are venomous, his mouth is full of swearing, his feet are bent on murder, he leaves behind trouble and destruction, he doesn’t know how to make peace and he has no regard for God.

Here we see the total depravity of man, by which I mean that SIN has affected ALL of mankind and that it has affected every part of his being.  Obviously, every man has not committed every sin, but he has a sin nature which is CAPABLE of committing them ALL.

If Paul had wanted to give a more complete catalogue of sins, he could have listed all of the sins of SEX:

Such as: adultery,  homosexuality, lesbianism,  perversion,  prostitution, rape,  pornography  and  smut.

Paul could have listed the sins associated with WAR:

Destruction of innocent people, atrocities,  gas chambers,  ovens, concentration camps, torture devices and sadism.

He could have mentioned the sins of the HOME:

Unfaithfulness,  divorce,  wife-beating, mental cruelty and child abuse.

Add to these the crimes of murder, mutilation,  theft,  burglary,  vandalism, embezzlement,  graft  and  corruption, 

Paul could have listed the sins of SPEECH:

Profanity,  suggestive jokes,  cursing, sensual language,  blasphemy,  lies, backbiting,  gossip,  grumbling  and complaining,  character assassination. 

He could have still listed other PERSONAL sins such as:

Drunkenness,  drug addiction,  pride, envy, covetousness, ingratitude, hatred, filthy thought life, and bitterness.

The list is seemingly endless!!

Let me ask you.  What further proof of human depravity is needed?? 

God’s X-ray of fallen mankind is indeed truthful,  accurate  and  precise!!

Let us now see the closing statement on man’s indictment and contrast it with the entrance of God’s matchless grace in verse 21.

Romans 3:19-21:

19.  “Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty {accountable} before God. 

20.  Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 

21.  But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets,” 

Paul says in verse 19: "Now we know". 

This was a known principle in the minds of the Jews.  They were well aware of this.  On the other hand the Gentiles were very unconcerned about the Law of Israel, the Law of Moses.  It was still in its inception, given to the nation of Israel.   The ones under the Law are the Jews.  But because the Law reveals the holiness of God and the sinfulness of man, it also speaks to the whole world by way of judgment.

We have already been told in Romans 2:12-14 that the Gentiles did not have the Law.  How then does the failure of those under the law bring in all the world as guilty, or accountable before God? 

When God gave the Law to Israel, He was using Israel as a sample of the human race.  He found that Israel was a failure and He correctly applied this finding to ALL of humanity.  It is the same as when a health inspector takes a test-tube of water from a well, tests the sample, finds it polluted, and then pronounces the whole well polluted.

Paul explains in verse 19 that when the Law speaks, it speaks to those who are under the Law – the people of Israel.  God gave them His law, instructed them, disciplined them, warned them, restrained them, protected them, and sent His Son to them; and Him they rejected and crucified. 

The Gentiles in their own way joined in this act of ignoring and rejecting God. 

The law of nature, written on their consciences, sufficiently convicts the Gentiles; 

And as for the Jews who try to suppress the conviction of their consciences by abusing the advantages of the law, that law itself, while it accuses, convicts them also. 

So, all are under judgment to God.  God sees it all.

God’s knowledge is infinite, His Hand is omnipotent, His justice is incorruptible, and from Him absolutely nothing can be concealed. 

“Before Him, therefore,” says Paul, “every mouth will be stopped, and all the world must confess themselves guilty.”

The verdict is simple and straightforward. 

When we stand before God, there will be no arguments made. All mouths will be silenced then. 

We will simply not be able to offer anything in our own defence.  Convicted and pronounced, “guilty” man can only be silent — he can have nothing to answer to the accusations against him; he must remain convicted.

This silence, then, is a silence of confession, of astonishment, and of conviction. 

That is the first thing the Law does: it shuts you up, and you do not argue. 

Paul has now proven his case, “that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty {accountable} before God” (Romans 3:19).

He has exposed the perverted religion of the heathen, the pretended religion of the hypocrite, and the powerless religion of the Hebrew.  Paul has brilliantly proven that the whole world is guilty, - Jews and Gentiles, and all will be held accountable before God.  

The word “GUILTY” is hupodikos in the Greek and it means "under sentence".  And so for the lost sinner, it is not simply a possibility that they may be punished, but rather, they are actually already "under sentence" by God and will not escape judgment and the penalty according to the law, which is death. 

This means spiritual death, - to be forever separated from God to suffer throughout all eternity in the lake of fire. (Romans 6:23; Rev. 20:11-15). 

If justice is to prevail, the greatest crime of all can only be punished by the greatest penalty of all.  The Jews stand condemned by the Law of which they boast, and the Gentiles stand condemned on the basis of creation and conscience. 

That makes us realize there is no easy way, no way by which death suddenly is going to dissolve all things into everlasting darkness, forever forgotten. 

Hebrews puts it so starkly, "it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment,"  (Hebrews 9:27) 

The Law was given to a people who were already sinners and who could not keep it perfectly.  Therefore, it became a means of condemnation to all who were under it.  You see, by understanding the requirements of God, we also should understand that we do not meet those requirements.  Knowing the law means that we know that we have broken the law. 

Let’s move on to our verse 20:

“Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin.” 

Now, I challenge any person today who believes that you have to keep the Law to be saved, to take this verse and explain it.

The word "therefore" in Romans 3:20 carries the meaning of "because," and gives the reason why the whole world is guilty.  The whole world is guilty because no flesh can obey God's Law and be justified (declared righteous) in His sight. 

It is true that "the doers of the Law shall be justified" (Rom. 2:13), but nobody can do what the Law demands!  No one can be justified by keeping the Law.   

You see, the Mosaic Law was not given to justify people.  

It was given to produce the knowledge of sin; - NOT the knowledge of SALVATION, but the knowledge of SIN.

The Mosaic Law was a certificate of requirements that puts man hopelessly in debt to God.  This is God's public opinion against us; it is His list of charges against our sin.  This is the Mosaic law.!! 

Then what is the purpose of the Law? 

Paul says that:  “By the law is the knowledge of sin.” 

The Law is powerless to do many things.  For example, Galatians 3:21 says that the Law cannot give eternal life.  Rather than providing a salvation for man, the Law reveals man to be a sinner in desperate need of salvation.  And to make matters worse, Romans 8:3 says that the Law cannot solve the problem of the sin nature, nor can it do anything to provide victory over sin. 

Nevertheless, God must stand unwavering against fallen man because He cannot contradict nor compromise His own essence and perfect standards.  This is why the Mosaic law demands perfection.  It is based on God’s perfect standards.  

As I said, the Law was not given to justify people.  It was given to produce the knowledge of SIN.

You know, we could never know what a crooked line was unless we also knew what a straight line was.

The law is like a straight line.  When men test themselves by it, they see how crooked they really are.!!

A thermometer will tell if a person has a fever, but swallowing the thermometer will not cure the fever!!

We can use a mirror to see that our face is dirty, but the mirror is not designed to WASH the dirty face!!!  You do not take the mirror and rub it on your face to get clean.  The mirror exists to point you to the water. 

So it is with the Law.  The Law cannot clean us up, but it can create a hunger in us for the One Who can: - the Lord Jesus Christ!!

The law is good when it is used to produce conviction of sin, but it is worthless as a saviour from sin!!  

As Luther said, "its function is not to justify but to terrify." 

If the Mosaic Law's entire reason for existing could be summed up in one statement, it would have to be that the Law was given to show man that he is guilty in the eyes of God and is in desperate need of a Saviour!

How can a person be justified before God when Paul says that no one can be justified by the Law?

Firstly, what does “justification” mean?
The first thing that we need to understand is that justification addresses our LEGAL status, not our moral character.  

We also need to understand that justification is a work of God, not a work of man.  

No defendant can ever declare himself, "Not guilty." 

Oh, he can declare it, but it doesn't mean a thing!! 

For example, in Luke 16:15, Jesus is speaking to the Pharisees, who were lovers of money and scoffers at Him. 

Luke 16:15:-

“And He said to them, "You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts. For what is highly esteemed among men is an abomination in the sight of God.”
No man can justify himself. 

Justification is exclusively God's act of grace by which He pardons a sinner who puts his faith in Jesus Christ, and accepts him as righteous on account of the atoning work of Jesus Christ on the Cross. 

(This applies only to the sinner who puts his faith in Jesus Christ – NOT ALL sinners.  All have the opportunity, but ALL are NOT justified.)

In other words, when a sinner places his faith and trust in Jesus Christ, God declares that person to be no longer exposed to the penalty of the LAW, but restored to His favour. (Not just the Mosaic Law, but the entire moral law of God.)

Justification is therefore that legal act whereby man’s status before God is changed forever for the good.

When does this occur?

Justification occurs at the moment of a person's faith in Jesus Christ.   

(Romans 3:28; 5:1; Galatians 3:24)

It is important that we keep in mind that our justification is a declarative act.  

Justification does not mean that God MAKES us righteous, but that He DECLARES us righteous.  Justification is strictly a LEGAL matter regarding our status before God.  God puts the righteousness of Christ on our record in the place of our own sinfulness.  And nobody can change this record.

To put it another way, when we place our faith in Jesus Christ, God declares us to be NOT guilty, even though we deserve a guilty verdict.  It is as though the satisfaction of our guilt has been met entirely even though we did not actually meet that satisfaction of the law.  So we are "justified" by a declaration from God, NOT based on "us" actually having any innate, natural righteousness before God. 

Do not confuse justification and sanctification.  Sanctification is the process whereby God makes the believer more and more like Christ.  Sanctification may change from day to day, but justification never changes.  When the lost sinner trusts Christ, God declares him righteous, and that declaration will never be repealed. 

This is where Paul is taking us. 

Verse 21:

“But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets,” 

There are turning points in life for ALL of us.  There have been turning points throughout the history of civilization, points in time that changed the future.  

Saratoga was a turning point in the Revolutionary War. 

Normandy was a turning point in the Second World War. 

No doubt YOU could trace moments in time that were turning points in YOUR life.

We come now to a passage in Romans which is a turning point in the book. It describes a turning point for the possibilities of humanity.  It reveals the sovereign intervention of God to reach out to lost humanity and provide a way out for us.

Up to this point in the book of Romans, we have seen how every human being stands condemned before God. The picture has been painted of a humanity that is utterly and totally without any hope. ALL of us stand before God guilty as charged.  - And there is absolutely nothing that any of us can do about it.  But that is not the final word. If it were left at that, we would have no choice but to live in despair, without any hope for deliverance. 

Thank God that He provides a turning point.  - And this turning point is symbolized by those marvellous first two words of verse 21 – “But now”.  

You can almost hear the sigh of relief in those two words. This is God's great "nevertheless" in the face of man's complete failure.  

"But now." - -  Immediately the tension that has been building up for three chapters begins to dissipate. 

Now come God's words of relief, God's total answer to man's total failure. 

“But now” provides the most glorious transition from the judgment of verse 20 to the justification of verse 21.

The contrast is between "then" and "now." -  It is a great transition.  

“Then” we were lost in sin, “but now” something has changed.  

Knowing and believing the truth that follows will totally change our lives.  We will be able to say, like the blind man who had been healed by Jesus, "One thing I know. I was blind but now I see!"

“But now” speaks of the newness of God’s work in Jesus Christ - it really is a NEW Covenant. 

Up to this point the case of God against man has pretty well followed the format of earthly jurisprudence.  Humanity stands condemned before God, “but now” something has happened that may change the verdict.  Suddenly something totally different and unexpected takes place that would surely cause every earthly court reporter to gasp in utter amazement.  God has sovereignly intervened. - He has taken action to resolve this terrible impasse.

After the Judge has carefully heard all the evidence and patiently listened to all the pleas, he finds no other choice but to invoke the supreme penalty, lest true justice be denied. 

But before the terrible sentence can be carried out, this same Judge quietly closes the case book, lays down the heavenly gavel, rises to his feet, takes off his judicial robes, and willingly goes out to die for convicted humanity.

This and this alone is justification.

The corrupt, doomed, and naked sinner may now be cleansed, delivered, and clothed in the very righteousness of Christ Himself.  

It is with a sense of the greatest relief that we turn from the depressing story of man's sin and shame to contemplate the wondrous grace of God. 

These next few verses that we are about to look into are jammed packed full of theological truth. 

Most agree that this is the very heart of Romans.  For it is here that we see what we are, what God is, and what God had done for us in our helpless and hopeless estate.

Donald Gray Barnhouse called these verses, "The heart of the Bible." 

Reformer Martin Luther labelled them as "the marrow of theology." 

This is, perhaps, the deepest theological sea in the New Testament. 

We can never do them justice in the few minutes we have here today, but let's glean what we can nevertheless. 

Paul tells us that a righteousness from God, APART from law, has been made known.  

This means that a plan has been revealed by which God can righteously save unrighteous sinners, and that it is not by requiring men to keep the Law.  

Because God is Holy, He cannot condone sin, or overlook it or wink at it.  He must punish it!!  And the punishment for sin is spiritual death, eternally separated from God.  Yet, God loves the sinner and wants to save him; - there is the dilemma!!  God’s righteousness and justice demands the sinner’s death, but His love desires the sinner’s salvation and eternal happiness.

The word, “Gospel” means “good news” and the good news for man is that the Gospel message reveals how God can save sinners without compromising His righteousness or His justice.

What is this righteousness which God has revealed that is apart from the Law?? 

It is the righteousness bestowed by God which comes through faith in Jesus Christ. 

This is what Paul calls in 1st Timothy 1:11, "the glorious gospel of the blessed God".

This glorious Gospel consists of a gift that God wants to give us -- the righteousness of God Himself. 

So, how can fallen man ever hope to obtain a righteousness equivalent to God’s perfect righteousness?  

This is where the Gospel of Jesus Christ comes in.  When a person places their faith and trust in Jesus Christ, the perfect righteousness of God is credited to them as a free gift from God!!

Isn’t that simply awesome and mind boggling news??

It might be helpful to point out that the word "righteousness" and the word "justify" are the SAME word in the original language of the New Testament. 

 Righteousness is the NOUN; - justify is the VERB. 

In fact, every time you see the word "justify" or "justified" you can substitute the words, "to declare righteous" - or - "to pronounce 'not guilty.'"

Now verse 21 says that the righteousness that comes from God is "apart from the law," and verse 28 adds that "a man is justified by FAITH apart from observing the law." 

What God is offering is a free gift of righteousness -- His own perfect righteousness, that cannot be improved upon, a perfect value.  By faith in Jesus Christ, He gives us a sense of worth and acceptance, and there could be no better news to fallen mankind. 

Paul adds two things to this, so as to make it clear to us: 

Firstly, this righteousness is apart from the Law.  

The law cannot save us, but God revealed a righteousness that would save us, apart from the law.  This is the essence of God’s plan of salvation in Jesus Christ: - it is a salvation that is offered apart from the law, apart from our own earning and deserving, apart from our own merits.  That is to say, it is not something that you earn; it is a completely free GIFT.  You cannot earn it by doing your best to be pleasing to God, and anybody who approaches God on those terms has already failed.  There is no way anyone can measure up to God's perfect standards.  The sweetest, dearest little old lady that you know of cannot make it on her own merits, because God knows her heart. 

Nevertheless, God has found a way to give us that gift, and therefore it is apart from the Law; it is not something we can earn.  The righteousness that God demands, God also provides!!  

Listen to the apostle Paul’s joy about this very thing in Philippians 3:8-9:-

Philippians 3:8-9:

8. “More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ,

 9. and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith,”

Secondly, Paul says, it is witnessed by the Law and the Prophets. 

The Mosaic law required two witnesses to confirm any fact. (Deut. 19:15). 

Deuteronomy 19:15:-

“…..on the evidence of two or three witnesses a matter shall be confirmed.”

Both the Law and the Prophets all foretold of this justification by faith through Jesus Christ.  

The LAW testified to it in the sense that it directed people away from self-righteousness by showing how NO ONE could keep the law adequately to please God.  From Genesis to Malachi we find the scarlet thread of the first coming of the Messiah Jesus Christ.  

The PROPHETS testified of it in the sense that they continually implored the people to trust and follow God and not to go off following their own selfish ways. 

Acts 10:43:-

"Of Him {the Messiah Jesus Christ} all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins."
Isaiah 61:10:-

“I will rejoice greatly in the Lord,

My soul will exult in my God;

For He has clothed me with garments of salvation,

He has wrapped me with a robe of righteousness,”
There are 38 prophecies in Scripture that clearly foretold the 1st coming of the Messiah, Jesus Christ. 

Of the 38 prophecies concerning the Messiah, ALL were perfectly fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 

The chances of just 8 of these prophecies coming true in ONE person is 1 in 100, followed by 15 zeros. 

It is an absolute impossibility for these prophecies to have been deliberately fulfilled. The places and manner of birth, the method of betrayal and the  manner of death, and people's reactions were totally outside of the realm of human control. 

Jesus Christ IS the Messiah, and the proof of His Messianic Office is clearly confirmed through the human impossibility of fulfilling these 38 prophecies. 

The righteousness of God apart from the Law was indeed manifested through God the Son, Jesus Christ. Through God's fulfilment of prophecy in Christ we know that we are eternally secure, if we believe in Him as our Lord and Saviour. 

Tell me, have YOU received this free gift of righteousness from God?

This free gift, if accepted, guarantees that person entrance and permanent residence in Heaven with God.

If we are honest with ourselves, this is what we truly want. – this FREE gift from God.  

This free gift of eternal life is wrapped up in the Person of the Son of God, Jesus Christ.

So, if you have Him, you have eternal life!!  It’s that simple!!

1st John 5:11-12:- (Amplified)

11. ﻿ “And this is that testimony (that evidence): God gave us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.﻿
12.  ﻿He who possesses the Son has that life; he who does not possess the Son of God does not have that life.﻿” 

MESSAGE 29 – ROMANS 3:22-23: 
22.  “even the righteousness of God which is through faith in Jesus Christ to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference; 

23.  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” 
The Prophets tell the story of the cross, but each tells only a singular facet of the brilliant diamond.  But if the Prophets only saw single facets of the diamond, what did the whole diamond look like? 

In our verse 22, Paul tells us how the whole diamond, the whole of God's righteousness, has been revealed in history at the cross at Calvary.
The starting point toward salvation is to recognise and admit that each one of us is completely lost outside of Christ. Either you are absolutely saved in Christ, OR you are completely lost outside of Christ. All of us regardless of our station in life, desperately need the righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

In Romans 3:21, Paul told us how this righteousness does NOT come. It does NOT come through the deeds of the law, it is APART from the law. 

Now Paul tells us how this saving righteousness DOES come. 

The righteousness of Christ comes to us through our faith in Jesus Christ. 

It is through faith in Jesus Christ TO all and ON all who believe.  

The righteousness of God is not ours BY faith; it is ours THROUGH faith. We do not earn righteousness BY our faith. We receive righteousness through faith in Jesus Christ.  “Through faith” points to the fact that faith is NOT a merit, earning salvation. It is no more than the means THROUGH which the gift of salvation is given. 

Man is saved through SPECIFIC faith, NOT merely in God, but  “in Jesus Christ”.
Faith here, means utter reliance on the living Lord Jesus Christ as one’s ONLY Saviour from sin, and one’s ONLY hope for Heaven. It is based on the revelation of the Person and work of Jesus Christ as found in the Bible.

Have you noticed that man is always trying to earn his way to Heaven?  He likes to feel that there must be something that he can do to EARN his salvation and help God out a little.

You know, outside of Christianity, you can lump ALL of the world religions together and above them all place the title, “DOING”.  These religions always require that man should be continually DOING something in order to earn some reward and somehow impress God.

However, Christianity on the other hand, is the only religion in the world, above which we could hang the title, “DONE”.   

God’s marvellous grace plan of salvation has been carried out and finished by the eternal Son of God Jesus Christ. That’s why, after all the sins of humanity were poured out on Him and judged by the Father as He hung on the cross, He cried out victoriously, “Tetelestai” – It is finished!!
Notice, Jesus did not say, “I am finished”.  He said, “It is finished”.

What was finished? – The work His Father had given Him to do. The shedding of His precious blood and the pouring out of His soul as an offering for fallen man’s sin. 

His great shout of “tetelestai” while on the cross meant that His redemptive work for fallen mankind was finished and stands finished FOREVER. 

How those triumphant Words of Jesus Christ on the cross, “It is finished”  must haunt Satan and his evil demon hordes!!  What  a magnificent victory!!

The cost of this salvation to God was enormous, yet despite this, man foolishly rejects God’s free gift of salvation, and instead, tries to obtain it through his own pitifully inadequate works. We see a little of this in John 6:28-29 where some Jews pretended that they wanted to work for God.

John 6:28:-

“………..What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?”
In other words, “What are we to do to carry out what God requires?”﻿

Now Jesus had a perfect opportunity here to say:-

“Well, let me see, now…..”Have you been Christened?”

“Do you keep the “golden rule?”

“Do you read the Torah every day?”

“Do you keep the Law?”

But instead, Jesus answered and said to them in verse 29:- 

“This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent.” [that you cleave to, trust, rely on, and have faith in His Messenger].﻿

Before anyone can do good works for God they must first believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is the first good work that man can do that is acceptable to our Holy God. This righteousness from God that the apostle Paul is talking about is only available through faith in Jesus Christ, not by works.

But what is this faith?  How do we define it?

Well, firstly we need to know that faith is not a blind leap in the dark.  It demands the surest evidence, and finds it in the infallible Word of God.

Neither is faith illogical, irrational, or unreasonable.  

What is more reasonable than that the creature should trust his Creator?

Faith is not a meritorious work by which man earns or deserves salvation.  

Instead, it is the simple acceptance of the salvation which God graciously offers as a FREE gift.  The French expositor Godet called faith the hand of the heart, taking what God has to offer and adding nothing to His free gift.

Faith sees that what God says has already been done, and believes God’s Word, having the conviction that it is true, and true for ourselves. 

A man cannot boast because he has believed in the Lord Jesus Christ; - he would be a complete fool NOT to believe in Him!!  

Do you remember what Paul said in Romans 1:17?
He said that the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; and that "The just shall live by FAITH.'' 

There, he generalised the matter of FAITH, but now he is getting down to specifics and announces that salvation comes by faith in a Person. 

If we were to do a word study on “faith” alone it would not be satisfactory, since Paul is specifically talking about “faith in Jesus Christ”.  Faith in anyone or anything else does not reveal the righteousness of God, nor can it save you.  You see, the OBJECT of faith is the most important and critical thing. The idea is one of faith alone in the true object of faith, Jesus Christ.

Many people say, “I believe in God!”  But this is not what saves us.  It is personal, individual faith in Jesus Christ that saves and justifies the lost sinner.  James 2:19 tells us that even the demons from hell believe in God and tremble, - yet this does not save them.  

How does the faith of a demon differ from the saving, dynamic faith that saves a lost sinner? 

In many ways, but the chief differences are these:-

A demon’s faith is without repentance.  

It’s a faith without real love.  

It’s a faith without holiness.  

It’s a faith that does not honour God or worship Him.  

It’s a faith without a hunger for God.  

And it’s a faith without reliance upon the merits and work of Jesus Christ.  

They believe against their wills, longing that they were not forced to believe. They actually envy unbelieving sinners who spend their lifetimes without God constantly in their minds.  Although demons believe in God, they remain forever lost, just like unrepentant humans who die without faith in Jesus Christ.

It is only through a personal, individual faith in Jesus Christ that saves and justifies the lost sinner and cloaks them in a righteousness from God. 

God's righteousness is revealed by faith in Jesus Christ ALONE for these reasons:- 

1)  He is the One spoken about and witnessed in the Law and the Prophets.

The entire weight of Old Testament revelation points exclusively to Him. 

2) He is the ONLY Lamb of God, appointed and sent by God to take away the sins of the world and destroy the works of Satan. 

3) As the only One who fulfilled man's side of the covenant through a perfect, sinless life, Jesus Christ is the only One who could willingly choose to take man's sin upon Himself. 

There are no other saviours available, as Romans 5:12-21 points out, since only Adam and Jesus Christ were unstained by original sin. - And finally:- 

4)  He "loved God" completely by obedience unto death on a cruel Roman cross, - and He "loved us to the end" by laying down His life for us. 

Jesus Christ alone thus fulfilled the Law, submitting to a God-imposed sacrifice for our sakes that satisfied the demands of God's holiness to require payment for our sin.  God accepted and authenticated this Sacrifice through the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

This is why our faith must be in Jesus Christ alone.  He is the only God-ordained Saviour.  If we want God's marvellous free gift of salvation, we must have faith in Jesus Christ.  

Salvation is in no other Name, now or forever. This is why Peter, (the same man who had denied the Lord 3 times with oaths and curses) after the resurrection of Jesus Christ, stood boldly and fearlessly proclaiming in Acts 4:12:-

Acts 4:12:-

"Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.''

Outside of faith in Jesus Christ it is absolutely impossible for anyone to be saved.  That’s it!!….Period!!….End of story!!

Paul goes on to tell us that this free gift of salvation is, “to all and on all” who believe.  

It is “TO ALL” in the sense that it is available to all, offered to all, and sufficient for all.  But it is only “ON” those who BELIEVE.  That is, it is effective only in the lives of those who accept the Lord Jesus Christ through a definite act of FAITH.  God’s pardon and forgiveness is for ALL but it only becomes valid in an individual’s life if and when he truly accepts it.  Faith, therefore, is the hand that takes this gift that God offers. 

If I offered you a cash gift of $20,000 in my hand, firstly, you would have to believe me and trust that I really want to give it to you.  But even then, you would still have to step toward me in faith to receive that gift.  It cannot by itself leave my hand and fly across to you in it’s own power.  You need to step forward in faith and take it.  What good is a gift if you do not take it? 

Gifts can be offered, but they cannot be used until they are taken.  When that occurs, then the gift becomes effective in the life of the one who takes it.  Faith, therefore, is simply, “The hand of the heart”.  It humbly takes what God freely offers, but ADDS NOTHING to the gift.

When Paul says that God’s free gift of salvation is available to ALL, he includes Gentiles as well as Jews because, as he says at the end of verse 22:-
“For there is no difference” 

This means that there is no longer any distinction.  “There is no difference” emphasizes the Divine fact that there is no distinction between sinfulness in either the Jew or the Gentile.  God has tried all men, regardless of race or culture, and has found their works inherently sinful and totally unacceptable to Him.  The individual Jew therefore has no special privilege and the Gentile is at no disadvantage.

Paul has made it clear that outside of faith in Jesus Christ, there is no other way to obtain this righteousness from God. This righteousness is not earned through obedience to the law; - it is a received righteousness, gained only through faith in Jesus Christ.  Through faith in Jesus Christ, the believer cloaks himself in the very righteousness of God.  When we put on this righteousness we are freed from the curse of the Law, for we are then under the standard of Christ.  

And the good news is that once under the blood of Jesus Christ we cannot ever be condemned: 

John 3:18:-

"He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the Name of the only begotten Son of God.”

Romans 8:1:-

“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”

The believer in Christ comes out of the realm of condemnation into the realm of God's righteousness and is guaranteed eternal life with God in Heaven FOREVER. 

The precious shed blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ will save every man who trusts in Him, for ‘there is no difference.’” – says Paul

The glorious news in Romans 3:21-22 is that God set out to change the human heart and make it possible to have a right standing with Him.  We were all profoundly unable in and of ourselves to make ourselves right.  So, God did what we could not do.  He clothed the believer with His righteousness through our faith in Jesus Christ, and placed us in a right relationship with Him forever.  At the same time He adopted us into His family.

This is the essence of the great news to me: God did for me what I could not do for myself.  But more than that, God changed my heart when I could not change it at all.  There is unparalleled life-changing power in this great news.  Hundreds of millions of Christians have proven this to be true.  

The reason Christianity has persisted for 2,000 years is because it WORKS!!   

It is not based on man's best efforts, but on God's righteousness imputed to believers who have placed their faith in Jesus Christ.  

It works because God's righteousness within a person changes the person from the inside out.  

It works because God has made us into a NEW creation.

Of course believers will still sin periodically, and we will fail, but the change that happens internally in the believer is unmistakable and undeniable.  It’s a simple fact.  When a person has a personal encounter and relationship with Jesus Christ their life will definitely change.  They will never be the same again.  You can laugh at Christianity, you can mock and ridicule it, but you cannot deny that it really works.  Christianity changes lives forever.  God is in the business of changing people’s lives and He wants to change yours, too, if only you will let Him.

The reason that ALL must come to God through faith in Jesus Christ is found in our next verse 23:-

Romans 3:23:-

“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” 

“for all have sinned”

There is no difference between the Jew and the Gentile when it comes to condemnation.  ALL men need to be saved.

Paul has silenced the critics and has brilliantly proven that the whole human race is universally sinful, totally depraved, without excuse, and guilty before God.  ALL mankind, no matter how righteous each one of us may feel, are universally and inherently sinful.  There are none among humanity who are innately righteous, none who can live up to God's perfect standards of righteousness.  God says that, ALL have sinned. 

Now the word “SIN” doesn't sit well with a lot of people, especially people who know deep down that they are sinners but who won't give up their sinful lifestyles.  Instead, they deliberately choose to live outside of God's way of salvation. 

But how should we define this word, “SIN” from God’s perspective?

Sin is any thought, word or deed that falls short of God’s standard of holiness and perfection.

The word “sin” in the Greek here is “hamartano”  and it's an archery term which means to “miss the mark”.  The word draws an image of an archer who, trying his best and still failing, has his arrow hit wide of the target.  

It means “a missing of the mark,” -  

A “falling short of the target”.  Thus, “to fail in obeying the Law”.

An Indian whose arrow fell short of its target was heard to say, “Oh, I sinned.”

In his language, the same word was used to express sinning, and falling short of the target!!

But what is the mark, according to God's standard?  Perfection; because that's Who God is.  

And so, to sin, is to miss the mark and, as the verse continues, we fall short of the glory of God.  The harlots, the liars, the murderers, the adulterers, the thieves, the cheats are short of it; - but so are YOU. – and so am I!!  Perhaps THEY stand at the bottom of a mine, and YOU on the crest of a mountain; but you are just as incapable of touching the stars as they are.  This verse tells us that because of our SIN, we fall short of the glory of God.

“and fall short of”

The Greek word, “HUSTEREO” for “fall short” means:-

“to be left behind in the race and so fail to reach the goal”.  It means to, "keep on falling short of the finish line”.  The tense of this word suggests that this is an ongoing state of affairs.  In other words, no matter how good we may get, we will still be missing the mark and falling far short of the glory of God! 

The verse should read like this:-

“For all have sinned [past tense, - in Adam] and are [present time, in daily experience] falling short of God’s glory”  

From this we therefore conclude that Adam’s individual transgression resulted in a sin nature for HIM.

But with US, it is the other way around.  

Our sin nature which we genetically inherited from Adam results in our individual SINS.

No one in this world is exempt from the stain of sin!  There is no escaping that awful truth! –  It is a universal problem!  

We SIN because we are SINNERS.

We are NOT sinners because we SIN.

We fall short of God's standard, His glory, and we go astray and are therefore guilty as charged.  God declared ALL men guilty so that He might offer to all men His free gift of salvation.  God gave His Law to the Jews, not to the Gentiles; - but the good news of salvation through Christ, is offered to ALL men. 

“the glory of God”

When used of God the word “GLORY” (Doxa) looks at that which is revealed of His character and His perfection.  It includes the splendour, radiance, and majesty of God.

Exodus 33:18-19:-

18.  “And he {Moses} said, "Please, show me Your glory.'' 

19.  Then He said, "I will make all My goodness pass before you…..”, 
Men are constantly falling short of God’s glory because the continual practice of sin denies all that the glory of God means.

As believers, we are what we are because of our faith in Jesus Christ, not because we are inherently good people. 

Biblically, there are NO good people in God's eyes.  

A common mistake that people make is comparing themselves with other people. (2nd Corinthians 10:12).  Nearly everyone has heard: "if the hypocrites down there at church make it, then I'll make it."   The only thing that is wrong with that thinking is that the hypocrites down there at church AREN’T God's "measuring stick."  

Man is NOT God’s standard, but Jesus Christ is!!!  Everyone is going to be compared to the Son of God, Jesus Christ, the glory of God, - and therefore, everyone will come up short.  We all desperately need a Saviour.  

The cross is God's great news solving man's great problem of sin.  

The three crosses on Calvary’s hill demonstrate God's marvellous solution to man’s sin problem.

One cross where a thief rejected Christ and died IN SIN. 

One cross where the other thief believed in Christ and died TO SIN. 

And the centre cross where the Son of God, Jesus Christ died FOR SIN"

The thief who rejected Christ and died in his sin is currently in Hades awaiting final judgement.  The other thief who believed in Christ and died TO SIN is currently in Heaven in the presence of his Saviour Jesus Christ.  

God has solved the problem of human sin at the cross of Christ: but have we each accepted His solution?  Every human being alive today whether they like it or not is represented by one of those two thieves on the cross.  Either they have rejected Christ and will die IN their SIN, and then in Hades will await final judgement.  OR, they have believed in Christ and have died TO SIN and one day will be in Heaven in the presence of their Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Which side of the centre cross are YOU on today?  

You can't get to God on your own!!!  Therefore, God graciously provides for men to be declared righteous simply by them placing their faith in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

What these verses are telling us is that salvation doesn't come by works or by being good.  Salvation comes solely by faith in Jesus Christ.  You cannot bluff your way into Heaven.  You cannot buy your way to Heaven.  You cannot be good enough to get to Heaven by your own good works.  You cannot work hard enough to get to Heaven. 

However, you can believe in Jesus Christ, be saved by grace, - be declared righteous by the Heavenly Father and go to Heaven with nothing but FAITH to show for it!!  Now that’s a deal too good to pass up, and surely, too good to refuse!!

God sums it all up in 1st John 5:11-13:-
11.  “And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 

12.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

13.  These things I have written to you who believe in the Name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the Name of the Son of God.”
MESSAGE 30 – ROMANS 3:24:

“being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,” 
In the previous verses Paul has disclosed to us that a PLAN has been revealed by which God can righteously save unrighteous sinners, and that it is NOT by requiring man to keep the Mosaic Law.  This is why the GOSPEL is such GOOD news.  The Gospel reveals how God can save sinners without compromising His righteousness in any way.

Paul shows us that salvation is obtained through faith and utter reliance on the living Lord Jesus as one’s only Saviour from sin and one’s only hope for Heaven.  The availability of the Gospel is as universal as the desperate need for it.  And the need is universal because ALL have sinned and are constantly falling short of God’s glory.  The Gospel tells how God justifies sinners as a free gift and by an act of unmerited, benevolent favour.  But what do we mean when we speak of the act of “justifying”?

The word, “justify” means to reckon or declare one to be righteous.

For example, God declares a sinner to be righteous when that sinner places his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and believes in Him.  This is the way that the word is most often used in the New Testament.  To “justify” therefore is a declarative act by God.

But to “justify” does not mean to actually “make” a person righteous.  God does not “make” the believer sinless, or righteous in himself.  Rather, God declares the believer righteous and puts righteousness to his account.  When God justifies a sinner who has placed his faith in Christ, He actually calls them “righteous” when they are NOT, and imputes righteousness where it does NOT exist.

The word "justify" means "to declare one “not guilty”, or to make one as he ought to be."   In the Biblical sense, it means that God, in His power and in His grace declares us to be righteous and worthy of a relationship with Him.  It is important to realise that “justification” is a reckoning that takes place in the MIND of God; - NOT in the nervous system or emotional nature of the believer.  It is not something a believer feels; he knows that it has taken place because God says so in the Bible.

Here in verse 24 the apostle teaches that we are justified “FREELY”.
It is not something that we can earn or purchase, but rather something that is offered from God as a free GIFT.  It is so important for us to understand that justification is an undeserved GIFT, and not a reward.  One can't earn justification by working for it or by trying to keep God's Law. 

In order to avoid confusion later on, perhaps I should pause here to explain that there are six different aspects of ustification in the New Testament.  For example, we are said to be justified by grace, by faith, - by blood, - by power, - by God, and by works, - YET, there is no contradiction or conflict.

Let me explain a little further.

Our study verse 24 says that we are justified by GRACE; - that means that we do not deserve it.

We are justified by FAITH; - that means that we have to receive it through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 5:1)
We are justified by BLOOD; that refers to the price the Saviour paid in order that we might be justified. (Romans 5:9)
We are justified by POWER; - this is the same power that raised the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead. (Romans 4:24)
We are justified by GOD; He is the One Who declares us righteous. (Romans 8:33)
We are justified by WORKS. (James 2:24)  However, this does NOT mean that we are saved by good works, or by faith PLUS good works, but rather, good works are the EVIDENCE and the result of having been justified. (James 2:24)
Now that we have seen what justification is, let’s just clear up what justification is NOT:

1.  Justification is NOT simply forgiveness.

It is more than forgiveness.  While forgiveness is a part of it, it is not all of it.   A child may throw a stone through a window and admitting wrong be forgiven, but he is still guilty. 

Justification removes the sinner’s guilt.

2.  Justification is NOT simply a pardon. 

It is more than a pardon.  A pardon covers sins of the past but does not apply to any future crimes.  No judge has ever issued a pardon for future crimes. 

But justification deals with the sins of the past, present, and the future.

3.  Justification is NOT a change in character.

It is a change in position.  Men and women who have been justified by faith still remain sinners. 

Justification provides a new position in Christ but the “old man”, the old sin nature still remains until physical death or the Rapture; - whichever comes first.

Sanctification, not justification, is the process of dealing with changing the believer into the image of Christ. 

4.  Justification is NOT a return to innocence. 

Justification is a state of righteousness not innocence.  It is not as some may preach, "just as if I'd never sinned".  This simply does not go far enough.  

When God justifies the believing sinner, He not only acquits him from guilt but clothes him in His own righteousness and thus makes him absolutely fit for Heaven.  

Justification goes beyond acquittal to APPROVAL.  It goes beyond pardon to PROMOTION.  

Justification is a legal term and looks at the declaration of a verdict that takes place in the MIND of God.  God declares the believing sinner righteous on the single condition of faith in His Son.  When sinners accept Jesus Christ by faith, they are justified then, and remain justified forever.  

Justification is a declaration of a verdict, not the infusion of a quality.  It does not build a holy and righteous character in the believer.  God justifies first, then He enables the justified one to walk in practical righteousness. That is the Holy Spirit’s work in the believer’s life and it is called the process of sanctification. 

Returning to our verse 24 we read that we are justified “FREELY by His grace”.

The word translated "freely" here is a fascinating term.  It is a Greek word that has two primary meanings as it is used in the New Testament.  Sometimes it means "without charge" or "freely."  That translation makes good sense, and it may indeed be correct.  However, this Greek word ”Dorean” also can mean "without cause" or "without reason."  It is used this way in John 15:25, where Jesus speaks of the hatred of the world toward Him and His Father, and then He quotes David’s Psalm 69:4:-
John 15:25:-

"But this happened that the word might be fulfilled which is written in their law, `They hated Me without a cause.'  

Our Lord Jesus said that they hated Him freely, without a cause; without a reason, - there was no basis for it.  Even as there was nothing in Jesus Christ deserving of man’s hatred, so there is nothing in US deserving of justification - all the reasons are in God.  "Without a cause" is the same term translated "freely" in our verse 24.

Another similar passage is Galatians 2:21.  There the Apostle says:-

"I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!" 

That is, if one could earn salvation, then Christ died “without reason”, “without cause”, “for nothing”. - SAME word.

Now returning to Romans 3:24, could this phrase not mean more than simply "being justified freely?"  Could it not mean that we have been justified without cause, or without good reason?  I think that’s what it DOES mean. 

Let me ask you parents a question:

Following a particularly inane, silly bit of behaviour on your child’s part, have you ever asked your child:-

"Why did you do that?" - and get the reply, "Because."   

I’ll bet you have!!

Then YOU ask, "Because why?"  And how do they always respond?  "Just because." 

There is no reason.  It’s "Just because." 

Are we all not in a similar situation regarding the wonderful justification that God declares on those who place their faith in His Son Jesus Christ?  There is no explanation in us, either.  God doesn’t see us and say, “Oh, they are all such delightful and charming people, I’ll have to do something for them!”   As we have seen before, there is simply nothing in us that would call out the grace of God, other than our great need.  We are justified without a cause.  

Friends, God says to us here that we have been justified “because”. 

Because why? - “Just because”. 

There is no good reason why God was moved to declare us "not guilty."  God finds absolutely no reason, no basis whatsoever in sinners for declaring them “righteous” and “not guilty”.  He must find the cause in Himself.  

There was no reason in our character, or in our behaviour, or in our ancestry.  God didn't have to do this.  There was no compulsion operating on Him.  He didn't have to prove anything to anyone.  He has always eternally existed and is completely self-sufficient and doesn’t need man.  He just did it. – “without cause”, “without reason”…”just because”.

God gave us His righteousness even though we did not deserve to receive it.  He gave it to us even though we could never earn it or pay Him back for it.  He gave it to us without a single cause, or without any strings attached!!   There is no explaining why God desired to save a bunch of Hell deserving sinners, like us.  The only two words that enter my mind are "Love" and "Grace".

Romans 5:8:-

“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

John 3:16:

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.”

The incredible love of God is completely supernatural and “otherworldly”.  If we ask why God did this for us, we must look for the answer in the sovereign will of God Himself.  There simply was NO good in man to call forth such marvellous love and matchless grace.

In Romans 7:18, the apostle Paul said:-

“For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find.”

Our great God demonstrates His own unconditional, benevolent love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, God the son, Jesus Christ died for us.  It is so important for believers to remember that often God’s ways and thoughts are very much different from ours.  He always sees things from an eternal perspective and from a timeless eternity.

Isaiah 55:8-9:-
8.  “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” says the Lord. 

9.  “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.”

Men shouldn’t evaluate Almighty God by their own thoughts and ways!!  He thinks and acts in ways that transcend anything that man could ever imagine!!  It is impossible to bring God down to our limited finite level of logic and rationale.

It is equally impossible for us to come to grips with the infinitude of our Creator’s Mind.  God cannot be known through the wisdom and power of men.  He is known only as He chooses to make Himself known.  The only insight into how He thinks and how He values things is found in His infallible Word, the Bible.
In our limited finite minds, we will never fully understand the full extent of God’s grace, His love, His salvation and the redemption available through faith in His Son.  But I am so glad that I can experience these wonderful things even though I may not fully understand them all completely.

I don't understand how electrons are created by a turbine and flow through wires until they make a light glow, but I don't sit in the dark because I don't understand.  I can't figure out how a black cow eats green grass and gives white milk, but I don't do without some dairy products. 

It's not until we get it through our heads that justification is a free gift, NOT a reward, that we will ever fully understand God's plan of salvation.

Next we learn from our verse 24 that we are justified freely “By His grace”.

This simply means that it is wholly apart from any merit in ourselves.  As far as we are concerned, it is undeserved, unsought, and unbought.  It is done out of the spontaneous generosity of God’s heart without any expectation of return.

God has two kinds of attributes:- 

Absolute (what He is in Himself), and Relative (how He relates to the world and men). 

One of His absolute attributes is love: “God is love” (1st John 4:8). 
When God relates that love to you and to me, it becomes grace and mercy.  God in His MERCY does not give us what we do deserve, and God in GRACE gives us what we do not deserve. Grace is unmerited favour; it is God’s unconditional love in action.  But Grace is not only unmerited favour.  Grace is favour against merit.  It is favour shown to men who have deserved the very opposite. 

Romans 5:20:-

“………..But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more,” 
God’s matchless grace proves to be greater than all man’s sin.  Where sin abounded, God’s grace at Calvary abounded much more!!  That is the pure beauty of God's gift at the cross of Christ: - all we have to do is to humbly receive it.  It is so simple, it seems scandalous.  But the fact remains: it is a free gift, by His grace!!  We do not contribute a thing. 

Have you ever sung the hymn:-

"Nothing in my hand I bring; simply to Thy cross I cling"? 

That is one beautiful way of expressing this truth.  

But while our salvation cost US nothing and is a freely given gift by His grace, it certainly was not cheap. – far from it!!!  It came at great personal cost to God.  The price was the public humiliation and death of His precious and beloved Son at the Cross of Calvary.  

This enormous "cost" of our salvation, our being declared righteous, is what Paul refers to in the next phrase:-
“through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” 

Let's look at what the term "redemption" meant to Paul's readers.

The word “redemption” means “to buy back in a slave market and to set free”. (See Gal. 3:13; 4:5; Eph. 5:16; Col. 4:5; Luke 24:21; Titus 2:14; 1st Peter 1:18.)  

It means "a release" or "a rescue from bondage or slavery by buying someone back by the payment of a ransom price".

The word “redemption” had its origin in the release of “prisoners of war” upon payment of a price and was known as the “ransom.”   The word is literally translated, "ransom in full".   

As time went on, it was extended to include the freeing of slaves, - again by the payment of a price.

 

The picture here is of the slave trade in the Roman world.  

In Paul’s day, more than half of the population of the Roman Empire were slaves.  As Rome conquered various cities or countries, some of the best and most able-bodied young men and women would be captured and made immediately into slaves of Rome.  They would thus be transported to Rome or one of the other great cities, and taken to the auction block to go to the highest bidder. 

Now, imagine if YOU had been on that auction block.  Imagine yourself being treated like an animal, - like livestock to be sold.  You were valued purely on the basis of your external characteristics: height, weight, good teeth, body shape, etc.  Imagine how demeaning it would be when potential buyers asked to view your whole body without clothing to make sure there were no hidden blemishes or weaknesses.  The whole process of being sold as a slave is so demeaning and humiliating.  

Finally, you are yanked up in chains on the auction block, and the heckling, name-calling crowd begins the bidding.  Perhaps someone in the back bids 200 talents, then it goes up to 300, then up to 400, where it seems the bidding will end.  You look over at the last bidder and you see that your buyer looks particularly ugly, revolting and cruel.  But just as the auctioneer says, "Going once, going twice ..." an amazing thing happens.

A young man with scarred hands and face comes into the front and stuns the crowd by offering 10 million talents of his own hard-earned money to buy you.  In one masterstroke, your benevolent Buyer purchased you, silencing all others because He valued you so highly.  “Redemption” is all about being purchased by Someone who values you at a price you never in your wildest dreams thought you were worth.  But He gladly paid it, and purchased you for the express purpose of buying your freedom. 

Jesus Christ willingly paid that price for you, for me and for the whole world. 

But just money alone would never have bought your freedom from the slave market of sin.  He ransomed us by His own death, as our Substitute on that cruel Roman  cross of Calvary.  He paid the price with His own perfect, sinless life so that we could have a righteousness from God to allow us to have eternal fellowship with Him.  What a transaction!  

The Son of God, Jesus Christ willingly received the judgement and penalty of OUR sins!!  Only His immense love for us would ever allow such a one-sided swap!!  In return, through faith in Christ we receive the righteousness of God, enabling us to be on intimate terms with Him forever. 

In entering this love pact, we give God the right to do whatever He likes with our assets, - but the Owner of the universe and Heaven makes His riches freely available to us.  We trade our talents and abilities for His omnipotence; - our attempts to run our lives, for His unlimited wisdom and guidance.  We give Him our time on earth and He gives us eternity with Him in Heaven.  In every way we benefit marvellously from this transaction and God gets the painful part. 

But God loves YOU with infinite love!!  He wants this holy union more than you can imagine.  Don’t grieve His heart and miss out on the ultimate human experience by holding back from Him!!  No wonder Paul delights in wearing the bond-slave ring of such a Master!!

To put it all together; - when we received Jesus Christ as our Saviour, God applied the price that His SON had paid on the cross, to OUR account and declared us “righteous”. – “not guilty”.  He thereby freed us forever from the condemnation and the eternal consequences of our sins.  He very literally set us free from the bondage and from the curse of the Law!  In Jesus Christ, I am free from the need to try and please God in order to work my way into Heaven. 

Paul goes on to say that this glorious redemption is “IN Christ Jesus”.

The idea of redemption means that Jesus Christ bought us, therefore we belong exclusively to Him.  Paul expressed this thought in 1st Corinthians 6:20:- 

“For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s”.
Being “IN Christ”, and all that it means to Christian maturity and freedom, is the overwhelming theme of the New Testament.  For example, in the six chapters of the Book of Ephesians alone there are 40 references to being “IN Christ” and having Christ in YOU.  For every reference to Christ being in you, there are 10 to YOU being “in Christ”. 

Being “IN Christ” means that you have been transferred from being spiritually dead in your trespasses and sins, to being spiritually alive in Christ.  But what does it mean to be spiritually alive in Christ? 

The moment you were “born again” your soul and your spirit came into union with God in the same way that Adam was in union with God before the Fall.  Your spiritual union with God is complete and eternal because it is provided by Christ, the last Adam.  As long as Christ remains alive spiritually, YOU will remain alive spiritually--and that's for all eternity.

As a Christian, you'll never be more spiritually alive than you are right now.  The only thing that will change when you die physically is that you will exchange your old earthbound body for a NEW one.  But your spiritual life in Christ, which began the very nanosecond that you placed your faith in God’s eternal Son Jesus Christ, will merely continue on.

As I mentioned previously, to be “IN Christ” is to belong to Him, body, soul and spirit.  

It is to be a part of all that He has done and brought into being through His redemptive work on the Cross.  

To be “IN Christ” means that you now have eternal life and will always be God's child, the apple and delight of His eye.   

You’re FAMILY now. (John 1:12)  God has personally adopted you into His “forever” family.  

It means that you are a permanent citizen of heaven right now and have been given full adult rights in His family forever. (Eph. 1:5; Phil. 3:20)
And it means that you are now an ambassador on earth for Jesus Christ until he calls you back to your heavenly home.

This wonderful doctrine of Redemption and its link with being “IN Christ” is perhaps best stated in Philippians 3:8-9:- 

Philippians 3:8-9:- 

“But indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 

9.  and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith;”

MESSAGE 31 – ROMANS 3:25:

“whom God set forth to be a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed,” 

In the end of the preceding verse, the Apostle had said that believers are justified freely by the grace of God, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.  Those first six words, “Being justified freely by his grace, shout out the nature of our salvation in Christ. The text literally translated is “Being made or declared innocent freely by His free Gift.  

The Romans text is painfully clear, - so clear that even the youngest child can understand it.  Christ did it all and He paid it all!!  We who were dead in sins were redeemed from under the curse of the Law, out of the slave market of sin, and purchased to be the slaves of Christ, the Lord's freedmen.  All that is left for us to do is to accept that wonderful free gift of eternal life by accepting Him as our Lord and Saviour.
Thus, Christ became on the cross what He was not - namely, sin - that we might become what we were not - namely, righteous.  The eternal Son of God became the Son of Man that sons of men might become the sons of God.   
Paul now gives a brief explanation of how and why this redemption works.
The "How" is found in the opening words of Verse 25, and the "Why" in the verses that follow: 

In Romans 3:25, Paul summarizes all of God's redemption history in the OT and concludes with the theme of God's dealings with man's sin at the cross of Christ. 

“whom God set forth”
The word “set forth” correctly means, “to place in public view;” “to exhibit in a conspicuous situation”, as goods are exhibited or exposed for sale.  It means that God has publicly exhibited Jesus Christ as an atoning sacrifice for the sins of the world.  This public exhibition was made by His being offered on the cross, in the face of angels and of people.  It was not concealed; it was done openly.  He was put to open shame.
Verse 25 explains the "redemption of Jesus Christ, whom God set forth publicly to be a propitiation.
The Revised Standard Version reads "to be an expiation," but, who on earth uses these words, - Propitiation  or Expiation? - Almost nobody!  So, scratch through that word and put "An Atoning Sacrifice." OR, “A Sacrifice of Atonement” in the margin of your Bible.

Before we go on, let’s be clear on the meaning of the word, “Atonement”.
1.  Dictionary:  to “make amends”, as for SIN.

2.  Biblical meaning:  The reconciliation (the satisfaction made) between God and man, the sinner, as a consequence, or result of the work of Christ on the cross.

Many people today, even though they become Christians, struggle with personal assurance on Biblical promises and doctrines.  They find it difficult to really believe that these words are true, so they are filled, often, with a struggle of doubts and uncertainty.  They have a sneaking suspicion, deep inside, that perhaps, despite all these wonderful words, God is still not quite satisfied.  They constantly worry that if something should happen to them, they might be lost. 

I want you to pay very careful attention to Paul's argument here, because this is the answer to that struggle and lack of personal assurance. 

Now, this verse 25 tells us TWO things immediately about this atoning sacrifice: 

Firstly, it is accomplished - "by His BLOOD," and Secondly, - it is effective "through FAITH." 

This is helpful to us, but let's think a little more about what an "atoning sacrifice" would have meant to Paul and his readers, - especially his Jewish readers.

The word propitiation comes from the Greek HILASTERION, and literally means “that which covers or stands between, - “that which covers up. 

Kenneth Wuest says that:-

“The word in its classical form was used of the act of appeasing the Greek gods by a sacrifice . . . in other words, the sacrifice was offered to buy off the anger of the god.”

In secular human terms, “propitiation” means appeasing someone who is angry, usually by a gift.  But this is NOT what it means in the Bible.  “Propitiation” means the satisfying of God’s holy Law, the meeting of its just demands, so that God can freely forgive those who come to Christ.  It means “satisfaction” that through the ransom paid by Christ at the Cross to the Father, the Father's righteous demands were paid in full.

In our verse 25, Paul is making a reference to the Old Testament Temple mercy seat.  

It was upon this golden seat that the high priest sprinkled the blood of a lamb to separate God’s wrath from man’s sin. (See 1st Jn. 2:2; 4:10; Heb. 10:11, 12.)  To fully understand the Biblical concept of propitiation we need to look at the OT sacrifices, back to the “Ark of the Covenant”. 

The best illustration of this truth, especially to Paul's Jewish readers, is the Jewish Day of Atonement, “Yom Kippur”, described in Leviticus 16.  The “Day of Atonement” is often referred to as the “Good Friday” of the Old Testament.

The Ark of the Covenant was located in the Holy of Holies of the Tabernacle.  

It was made of acacia wood and overlaid with gold.  Its dimensions were 127cms long by 76cms wide by 76cms deep.  The Ark was a picture of Christ bearing our sins, - the box part representing Christ.  The wood illustrated the humanity of Christ, - the gold represented His deity.

Inside the Ark were three objects represent​ing SIN. (Num. 17:8,10; Heb. 9:4).  

The Tablets of the Law represented SIN in the sense of disobedience or transgression of God's commands.  

The “Pot of Manna” ungratefully received, represented rejection of God's provisions.  

And Aaron's Rod repre​sented revolt against God's leadership and authority.

Over the top of the box was a lid of solid gold, the “Mercy Seat” which is in itself a throne of grace.  Over each end of the Mercy Seat was a gold cherub, the highest ranking angel.  The first cherub repre​sented the absolute Righteousness of God, and the second cherub represented the Justice of God.  Together they represented the Holiness of God.  The cherubs faced toward each other with wings outstretched, and looked down at the Mercy Seat.  

"Righteousness" looks down and condemns.

"Justice" looks down and as​sesses a penalty. - Romans 3:23 – “The wages of sin is death”
You will recall that the veil of the temple hid the mercy seat and only the high priest could go in past that veil.  This veil symbolized the BARRIER between God and man the sinner.  

In Old Testament times no-one ever went into the Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle except the high priest, and he only one day a year.  One day a year, on the “Day of Atonement”, the high priest went into the Holy of Holies twice; - once to make atonement for his own sins, and then to do so for the people.  He sprinkled blood from the sacrifice on the Ark of the Covenant, on the lid of which was called the “Mercy Seat”, between the cherubs.  

Firstly, a bullock was slain and its blood taken into the holy of holies by the high priest and sprinkled with his finger on the mercy seat on the East side and  then sprinkled 7 times before the mercy seat.

Then, two goats were presented at the altar, and one of them was chosen for a sacrifice.  The goat was slain and its blood taken into the holy of holies by the high priest and sprinkled with his finger ON the mercy seat and before the mercy seat.  This sprinkled blood covered the two tablets of the Law inside the Ark.  The shed blood temporarily met the righteous demands of the holy God.

When the high priest sprinkled the blood on the mercy seat he “covered the sins of the people”, making a propitiation for the people of Israel.  When the sacrificial blood is sprinkled on the cover of the mercy seat, it ceases to be a place of judgment and becomes a place of mercy.  The blood comes between the violated Law and the violators, the people. 

The priest then put his hands on the head of the other remaining goat and confessed the sins of the people.  Then the goat was taken out into the wilderness and set free to symbolize the carrying away of sins.  

By the way, that’s where we get the term “scapegoat”. 

This was a graphic illustration of God's grace pro​vision for sin.  

Psalm 103:12:-

“As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.”

"Righteousness" looks at the blood of the animal, which represents the spiri​tual death of Christ on the Cross, His substitu​tionary atonement, and is satisfied.  

"Justice" looks at the blood and is satisfied that the penalty paid for sin was sufficient, teaching that Christ was judged and paid the full penalty for us.  

Therefore, the Ark of the Covenant speaks of Redemption - Christ paid for our sins, paid our ransom to purchase us from the slave market of sin.  It was from this mercy-seat that God pronounced pardon, or expressed Himself as reconciled to his people.  The atonement was made, the blood was sprinkled, and the reconciliation thus effected. 

So, we have in the “Ark” and the Mercy Seat, a picture of God's satisfaction with the work of Jesus Christ, known as “Propitiation”.  

We can say in a sense that Jesus Christ is our “mercy seat,” standing between guilty sinners and the holiness of God.  Christ has been set forth as the “mercy seat”.   Although, the cross, in effect, was the ultimate mercy seat, and Christ’s shed blood, His death, was the Sacrifice that satisfied the Father.

You will recall that the poor tax collector in Luke 18:13 cried out, because he needed a “mercy seat”.  Standing before Almighty God, he sensed his own utter unworthiness.  He was humbled to the dust!!  The Word of God says that he “would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, `God be merciful to me a {“the” - literal} sinner!' 

He didn’t think of himself as one sinner among many, but as, “the” sinner who was completely unworthy of anything from God.

“… God be merciful to me the sinner” which literally is, “God, if there were only a mercy seat for me, a despised tax collector to come to!” (Luke 18:13).
You see, when a Jew became a tax collector, he cut himself off from the temple and from the mercy seat that was there.  He became a social outcast.  Tax collectors were despised by the Jews because they were considered to be traitors.  But in those days, being a tax collector was an easy way to make very good money.

Now, the HEBREW word for “Mercy Seat” is “kapporeth”.   

The GREEK word for “Mercy Seat” used in the Septuagint translation of the OT is “hilasterion”.  

This SAME Greek word is found in the New Testament and is translated "mercy seat" or "place of propitiation" in  Romans 3:25; Hebrews 9:5; 1st John 2:2; and 4:10.
So we can see that there is a direct relationship between the Mercy Seat in the Tabernacle and the doctrine of Propitiation.  

Because of Propitiation, God is free to love the believer without compromising either His Righteousness or His Justice.  

The thought in the OT sacrifices and in the New Testament fulfilment is that Christ completely satisfied the just demands of a holy God for judgment of SIN.  

Propitiation is NOT the appeasing of a vengeful God; but it is, rather, the satisfying of the righteousness of a holy God making it possible for Him to show mercy without compromise.  

Propitiation clearly demonstrates the consistency of God's character in saving even the worst sinners.  Propitiation reconciles man to God.  This means that SIN is no longer the issue between man and God.  The only is​sue, both for the OT and New Testament believers, is "believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved."

Paul is saying that now there is on display a mercy seat and that God has set Christ forth to be a propitiation by His blood, through faith,….”   We are not told to put our faith in His blood; Christ Himself is the object of our faith.  

It is only a resurrected and living Jesus Christ who can save.  He is the Propitiation. – the atoning Sacrifice for sin.  Faith in Him is the single condition by which we avail ourselves of this propitiation.  The death of Christ was a fact to be observed by ALL.   But the “atoning” aspect; that which propitiates sin, was the giving up of His LIFE.  This is seen in the fact that His blood was shed or poured out.  His blood is the price that was paid.  The blood itself is symbolic of LIFE. 

So, when we speak of Christ's blood poured out, we are speaking of His LIFE being poured out.  And when His LIFE was poured out, it was poured out as full payment for our sins.  We see the truth of this in Leviticus 17:11:-
“For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood by reason of the life that makes atonement.” 

A life had to be given, blood had to be shed for there to be forgiveness.  What we see in the Old Testament, we also see in the New.   In Hebrews 9:22 we read, “And according to the Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.”

This is why a sacrifice for the forgiveness of sins had to be made.  In the Old Testament it was the sacrifice of an animal. 

But this was not sufficient to FOREVER cleanse from all sin.  It was a shadow of what was to come.

The REALITY is Jesus Christ!!

God’s way of salvation pivots on the substitution of His eternal Son Jesus Christ’s death on the cross, for our eternal death.  He took our eternal death that we might have His eternal life.  We receive His eternal life by trusting His death to forgive our sins.

He came to satisfy justice, to meet the demands of a broken Law, to pay the full debt of our sins and to satisfy the penalty of our sins.  It all must be met; it cannot be ignored.  God cannot wink at our sins and sweep them under the carpet.  Someone had to pay the price for sin.  We needed Someone who was without any sin, so that He could qualify to take our sin upon Himself……..;  But He would need to be Someone who is of such infinite value that His life would be of equal or greater value than ALL who would ever be born on earth.

That’s why the Father sent His only Son to earth!!  He, and He alone, perfectly fulfils ALL of those requirements.  The only person who could totally satisfy the demands of a perfect and holy God was Jesus Christ.  But would He be willing to give His life to a sinful and rebellious world antagonistic to His own Father?  Do you remember what Jesus said before He went to the cross?

John 15: 13:-

"Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends.”

Jesus took our hell that we might have His heaven.  He personally paid the penalty for the sins we committed.  We should remember that Propitiation is something God does to make it possible for men to be forgiven and restored to fellowship with Him. 

1st Peter 3:18:-

“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit,”

"God is HOLY," and therefore He must uphold His holy Law.  But God is also LOVE, and therefore He wants to forgive and save sinners.  How can God forgive sinners and still be consistent with His holy nature?  The answer is the CROSS!! 

There Jesus Christ bore the punishment for our sins and met the just demands of the holy Law.  But there, also, God reveals His tremendous love and makes it possible for men to be saved by faith in His Son, Jesus Christ. 

It is important to note that the emphasis is on the DEATH of Christ, not on His birth.  God does not save us by the LIFE of Christ but by the DEATH of Christ.  Only Christ’s death can satisfy the demands of an absolutely holy and righteous God. There was simply no other way!!  What was needed was not the annual sacrifice of a lamb, but the once and for all sacrifice of the perfect Lamb of God.  Jesus Christ is the perfect Lamb of God! 

Paul goes on to say:-

“because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed,” 

This is not referring to your sins and my sins of the past; - it refers to the sins committed by those who lived before the cross from Adam to the death of Christ.  Paul says that God, in His forbearance, had passed over the sins of those OT saints who trusted in the coming of the Messiah. 

Until the Lord Jesus suffered for sins - the just for the unjust - to bring us to God, the sin question was not really settled. 

Hebrews 10:4:-

“For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.”

When John the Baptist saw Christ and said in John 1:29: “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the World ”, he introduced something so new that it was completely unknown in the OT.  The “taking away” of sins, NOT merely the “covering” of sins as in the Ark, but the taking away “once and for all” of ALL sins.

In the OT economy God “passed over” sins.  There was an atonement but not a “taking away” of sins.  When God saw the blood on the Mercy Seat on the “Day of Atonement” He agreed to pass over the sins of the people for another year.  But those sins were not forgiven in the fullest sense of the term.  They were atoned for (covered), BUT NOT taken away. God's wrath wasn't yet satisfied--just postponed.  

Paul is saying that through the animal sacrifice of the OT, those who looked in faith to the coming Messiah had their sins “covered” by a sort of an “IOU”, or promissory note.  It means that up to the time when Christ died, God saved on credit.  

God saved those who put their faith in Him on the basis of whatever revelation He gave them.  Abraham, for example, believed God and it was reckoned to him for righteousness. (Genesis 15:6)
But some may ask:-

“How could God do this righteously?  A Sinless Substitute had not yet been slain.  The blood of a perfect Substitute had not yet been shed”.  In a word, Christ had not yet died.  The debt had not yet been paid.  God’s righteous claims had not yet been met and satisfied.  How then could God save believing sinners in the OT period?

The answer is that although Christ had not yet died, God in His omniscience, knew that He WOULD die.  And therefore, He saved men on the basis of the still-future work of Christ.  God had “passed over” the sins that were past knowing that His Son would come and finish the work at the cross.  Even if OT saints didn’t know about Calvary, God KNEW about it, and He credited the value of Christ’s work to their account when they believed in Him.

In a very real sense, OT believers were “saved on CREDIT”.  They were saved on the basis of a price still to be paid.  They looked forward in faith to Calvary; WE look back to it in faith.

At the cross, God demonstrates his righteousness by showing that He had NOT overlooked man's sin.  He had simply been preparing a remarkable solution to the problem of man's sin through His own marvellous self-sacrifice, His own self-punishment on our behalf.  The cross says that God remains just.  The cross puts to rest any questions about God's righteousness in allowing human sin to go on for so long across time without any punishment.  

All the stored-up punishment and wrath of God amply deserved by the human race, is now poured out without restraint upon the head of His beloved Son Jesus Christ on the cross.  It is important that we understand that God did not spare his Son one iota of the wrath that man justly deserves.  Just because Jesus was his beloved Son, he did not lessen the punishment a single degree.  ALL of it was poured out on Him.  God’s full fury and wrath toward our sins was all poured out on the Head of His dearly beloved Son.

That explains the cry of abandonment that comes from the cross, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" 

(Matt 27:46, Mark 15:34). 

When Jesus hung on the Cross the veil of the Temple was rent from top to bottom, signifying that access into the Holy of Holies was now freely available through Him for anyone who would come.  

At the cross, those sins of the Old Testament saints were no longer passed over, they were now paid for in full.  That temporary covering was redeemed for full payment at the cross where God the Son, Jesus Christ paid the price and the full penalty of man’s sins.

The very fact that God, in ALL of who He is, meets us in the valley of the shadow of our death from sin, should tell us everything we ever need know about the heart of our God and Saviour.  He wants us, He is there for us, He is willing to descend to our greatest depths to meet us and lead us out of those depths. 

The cross is where our God loves us in the most costly and public way at precisely the moment we are at our ugliest in our sin.  At the place of greatest contrast between us and God is where He loves us most.  That is the glory of the good news of the Gospel.  God's love has been freed to act toward us, and his justice satisfied, so that it is no longer compromised by the fact that He forgives sinners. 

Imagine for a moment that there are 2 chairs sitting in an empty room.  One chair is labelled "Do" and the other is labelled "Done".  Those two chairs represent every religion and belief system in the world.  Every system is a "Do" or a "Done".  

The "Do" religions are all based on the notion that man must "do" something to please and impress the Lord.  Such as: pray, - join a church, - give money, - be a good person, - make a sacrifice, - make a pilgrimage, - wear certain clothing, - keep the Ten Commandments, - go to Mass, etc. 

Although all the "Do" religions may seem different from the outside, they ALL require their followers to "do" something in order to earn their own salvation.  Religions like Judaism, Islam, Buddhism,  Shintoism,  Mormonism, the Jehovah Witnesses and Roman Catholics are all examples of "Do" religions.  In short, every religion in the world is a "Do" religion, EXCEPT ONE.  

Christianity is a "Done" religion! 

Those who are truly saved haven't done anything and aren't required to do anything, because Jesus Christ has already done everything that is necessary for man’s salvation!  Through His sacrificial death on the cross as our Substitute, He has fully satisfied the demands of God’s righteousness and justice.

Now, every person in this room is sitting in one of those two chairs.  You are either in the "Do" chair where you are doing things to try to get to Heaven under your own steam, or you are in the "Done" chair where you know that everything has already been done for you by God the Son, Jesus Christ.  Be honest with God and with yourself this morning.  Which chair are you really sitting in today? 

Where you will spend eternity hinges on your answer.  You don’t have to do anything to soften God’s heart.  All you have to do is come.  He wants you to be reconciled to Him.  He has done everything possible for you to be saved.  He simply cannot do any more for you!!

MESSAGE 32 – ROMANS 3:26-31:
26.  “to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

27.  Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith. 

28.  Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law. 

29.  Or is He the God of the Jews only? Is He not also the God of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also, 

30.  since there is one God who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 

31.  Do we then make void the law through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish the law.”

Last week, we noted that the cross of Jesus Christ is the ultimate mercy seat, and Christ's shed blood, His death, was the Sacrifice that satisfied the Father.  God's way of salvation pivots on the substitution of His eternal Son Jesus Christ's death on the cross, for our eternal death.  He took our eternal death that we might have His eternal life.  We receive His eternal life by trusting His death to forgive our sins.  

He came to satisfy justice, to meet the demands of a broken Law, to pay the full debt of our sins and to satisfy the penalty of our sins.  It all must be met; it cannot be ignored. God cannot wink at our sins and sweep them under the carpet.  Jesus Christ in effect, took our hell that we might have His heaven.  He personally paid the penalty for the sins we committed.

"God is HOLY," and therefore He must uphold His holy Law.  But God is also LOVE, and therefore He wants to forgive and save sinners.  How can God forgive sinners and still be consistent with His holy nature?  The answer is the CROSS!! 

There Jesus Christ bore the punishment for our sins and met the just demands of the holy Law.  But there, also, God reveals His tremendous love and makes it possible for men to be saved by faith in His Son, Jesus Christ. 

What does the cross mean then?  

It is a gift of love from my Father. 

I was sold into self-centeredness and duped into self-sufficiency, and when I was so lost in sin I could not help myself, He gave Himself to me and for me.  Then, when I placed my faith in Him, He gave me His righteousness.  He infused it INTO me, that I would be changed forever to progressively become like Him and have a brand new identity in Him.   Whenever you need to know that you are loved, look to the cross.  It is the most powerful love letter ever sent, written in the ink of our God's own precious blood.

We also noted last time that until the Lord Jesus suffered for sins - the just for the unjust - to bring us to God, the sin question was not really settled.  God, in His forbearance, had passed over the sins of those Old Testament saints who trusted in the coming of the Messiah.  In the Old Testament economy God “passed over” sins.  There was an atonement but not a “taking away” of sins.

Prior to the Cross, when God saw the blood on the Mercy Seat on the “Day of Atonement” He agreed to pass over the sins of the people for another year.  But those sins were not forgiven in the fullest sense of the term.  They were atoned for (covered), BUT NOT taken away.  God's wrath wasn't yet satisfied. It was just postponed. 

Paul said that through the animal sacrifice of the Old Testament, those who looked in faith to the coming Messiah had their sins “covered” by a sort of an “IOU”, or promissory note.  This means that up to the time when Christ died, God saved Old Testament believers on credit.  Although Christ had not yet died, God in His omniscience, knew that He WOULD die.  And therefore, He saved men on the basis of the still-future work of Christ. 

God had “passed over” the sins that were past, knowing that His Son would come and finish the work at the cross.  Even if Old Testament saints didn't know about Calvary, God KNEW about it, and He credited the value of Christ's work to their account when they believed in Him.  In a very real sense, Old Testament believers were “saved on CREDIT”.  They were saved on the basis of a price still to be paid in the future.

Verse 26

The cross says that God remains just.  

The cross puts to rest any questions about God's righteousness in allowing human sin to go on for so long across time without any punishment.  At the cross, those sins of the Old Testament saints were no longer passed over, they were now paid for in full.  The animal sacrifices in the Old Testament never took away sin; but when the eternal Son of God Jesus Christ died, He reached all the way back to Adam and took care of those sins.  The debt was paid out in full.  No one (including Satan) could accuse God of being unjust or unfair because of His seeming “passing over” of sins in the Old Testament time.  

A God of love wants to forgive sinners, but a God of holiness must punish sin and uphold His righteous Law.  

How can God be both “just and the justifier” of the one who has faith in Jesus Christ?  

The answer is in Jesus Christ and in His cross.  When Jesus suffered the wrath of God on the cross for the sins of the world, He fully met the demands of God’s Law, and also fully expressed the love of God’s heart. 

It’s easy to see how God could be only just - simply send every guilty sinner to hell, as a just Judge.  And it’s easy to see how God could be only the justifier - simply tell every guilty sinner, “I declare a pardon. You are all declared ‘not guilty.’” 

But only God could find a way to be BOTH just and the justifier of the one who places his faith in Jesus Christ.  

On this side of the cross we don’t bring a sacrifice, but we are to trust in Christ and in His precious shed blood for our salvation. Gods JUSTICE is what salvation is all about.  But it is God's LOVE which meets that justice as He, the Holy and righteous and Just One, now becomes our Justifier.  He justifies us before God and presents us before the Father blameless.  

But that justification comes through faith in the One who died in our place and then rose bodily from the dead. His righteousness has been placed to our account.  When the Father looks on us, who have placed our faith in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of our sins, He sees, not our righteousness, but the righteousness of Jesus Christ, the Perfect One.  How can we say thank You for so great a gift? 

You should love the Lord who gave you life eternal and give your life to Him every moment with a life of loving obedience.  He laid down His life and took it up again so that you and I would never have to live without Him again.  We should praise Him with a life of worship and service unto his honour and glory!  

And realize this: - That the same power which overcame the grave is the same power He gives to us to overcome the temptations of this world.  He continually works in our lives that we may live for Him.  He alone is our righteousness; He alone is our propitiatory sacrifice; He alone is our Justifier and He alone is our salvation.  He alone deserves our full allegiance and love.  We should give Him glory with a life of gratitude and walk in the new life He gives with a new attitude which shows thanksgiving through faith and obedience.

It's a humbling experience to realize that had God not stepped in to rescue us we would be lost forever, eternally separated from the love and fellowship of our Lord.

This is why Paul introduces our next verse 27:

“Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith.” 

Where, then, is boasting?, asks Paul. 

Firstly, who can boast?  No one, absolutely no one.  

How can you boast when everyone receives the gift of grace without any merit whatsoever on his part?  Since our salvation depends upon God and God alone, we have no room to glorify ourselves.  We are not saved because we are good, or because we have done righteous works, but because God has intervened on our behalf out of His mercy.  Since God is saving believing sinners by the single condition of faith in Christ and not by our merit or our works, where then is boasting?  Standing in the shadow of the cross of Christ, is there anything I can boast about?

The word “boasting” literally means glorifying.  - It glorifies SELF.  Because we are justified freely by His grace, there is clearly no room for self-congratulation or credit.  Anyone who truly understands their salvation must come to the same conclusion. 

But what is a boast?  A boast is a bold statement of confidence about what we take pride in.  We boast about that which makes us feel good about ourselves.  

This is the fourth time in Romans that this term "boast" or "boastful" appears.  

The term "boastful" appears in Romans 1:30, describing man in a cesspool of depravity. The term "boast" appears twice when Paul calls the Jew to consider his sin.  We saw it in Romans 2:17, when the Jew boasted about his unique relationship with God as part of God's chosen people.  And we saw it Romans 2:23, when Paul sought to silence the Jew who boasted in the Law yet at the same time dishonoured God through the breaking of the Law. 

Paul saw the Jews boasting and taking pride in themselves because of their national identity.  They were feeling smug and conceited about themselves.  This is a boast.  But when I stand under the cross of Christ, in light of Jesus Christ the sinless dying a torturous death for sinners, and knowing my own sin, I find no room in my heart or on my lips for boasting.  

Often we find that when we boast, we are focusing on ourselves.  We boast about what we can do, or have done, that seems impressive.  When we find ourselves using the first person pronouns "I, me, my, myself" too often, then we are using the language of boasting.  

But the worst kind of boasting is religious boasting about what we may have done for God.  This kind of religious boasting has forgotten than Christ is the Vine and that we as branches severed from Him through sin in the life can do nothing of any spiritual value or significance.  When we stand under the cross of Christ, and focus on Him, it is simply impossible to be puffed up and full of self-righteousness.  His self-sacrifice and pure love on that cross commands total respect and reverence.  

In light of what Jesus Christ did for us on that cruel Roman cross, of what can any of us boast?  Is there any deed we have ever done, any thought we have ever considered, any message we have ever preached, any prayer we have ever prayed, any great work we could ever do that could even remotely compare with the incredible, benevolent love, and sacrificial death of Jesus Christ on the Cross?  No way!!!  None of these things can even be mentioned in the same conversation as the Cross of Jesus Christ. 

This is part of the compelling beauty of the Cross: its pure humility silences our proud boasting.  

The single overwhelming fact of history is the crucifixion of Jesus Christ.  It is unique, massive, monumental, unprecedented, unparalleled and glorious.  

The Cross of Christ is NOT a minor incident in the political history of the 1st century that is simply a nice illustration of courage and martyrdom.  

It is the centre of human history!!!

The Cross demands that we consider the extraordinary lengths that God went to in order to reconcile fallen mankind to Himself.  It shows the magnitude of God's love and grace in allowing His Son to become accursed of God while on the Cross dying for you and for me.  All boasting in myself or what I have achieved sounds hollow in the valley of Calvary.

The point is this: where we play no part in making ourselves righteous in God's eyes, there can be no grounds for self-confidence or self-righteous boasting.  In other words, how can anyone boast of his salvation if he had nothing to do with it? 

Paul's answer to his own question is curt and to the point: 

“Where is boasting then?  It is excluded.” 

The word "excluded" literally means "cut off," or in this case "utterly silenced."  But how did this boasting actually get silenced? 

“By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith.”

Paul asks by what established principle is boasting excluded?  What kind of law excludes boasting?  

The word “LAW” in the first instance is not restricted to the Old Testament Law but means the principle of law - any law, anything that you think you can do.  Is boasting excluded by the principle of WORKS?  Absolutely not!!  A law of works would lead to boasting, to bragamonies, to emphasis on SELF.

The second reference to law in verse 27 excludes the Old Testament Law and means simply a rule or principle of FAITH. 

God has ordained FAITH as the sole condition for receiving salvation.  That is what provides no basis for boasting, for in the final analysis faith, like the salvation it embraces, is God’s FREE GIFT.  (Ephesians 2:8)
Boasting and pride isn’t excluded because there is some specific passage in the law against it.  Instead, pride is excluded because it is completely incompatible with the salvation that is freely ours though FAITH.  Therefore, boasting is excluded only by the law of FAITH.  In other words, God does not have the human race on the merit system, but on the basis of simply believing what He has done for us through His Son.  Therefore, it excludes all boasting.

This, of course, is why the natural man hates being justified freely by God’s grace.  It absolutely refuses to recognize his (imagined) merits and gives no place to his pride whatsoever.

 
Now, in case anyone misses the radical nature of this new law of FAITH, Paul will state it as a principle, as a law of spiritual nature, like gravity is a law of physical nature.  

He says in verse 28:-

“Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law.” 

This is not a conclusion that Paul is coming to or even a summing up of what he has said.   Rather, he is still giving an explanation of why boasting is excluded. 

Why is boasting excluded?   Paul says that man is justified by FAITH apart from the deeds of the Law. 

Our justification before God is NOT based on anything we can do for God and then say to Him, “you must accept this work of mine as sufficient payment for my salvation”.  No, a man is justified, declared by God as “not guilty”, based solely on Jesus Christ and our faith in His redeeming work on our behalf.  

And this was exactly the same point Paul was making to the Christians in Galatia when he wrote in Galatians 2:16:-
“knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we {Jews} have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.”

It isn’t that we are justified by faith PLUS whatever deeds of the law we can do.  We are justified by FAITH ALONE, apart from the deeds of the law.  God is not interested in our secular achievements; - He is interested in the warmth of our reception of Him.  God doesn't want my best effort; He wants ME.  God doesn't want me to prove myself to Him; He wants me to open my brokenness for Him to fill.  God doesn't want my religious resume; He wants a home inside me. 

We are made righteous only when our Righteous One lives inside us.  At the point of salvation, God the Holy Spirit takes up permanent residence inside the new believer.  There is no other way.  This is the principle Paul has been presenting and supporting from Romans 3:21-27.  Man is made righteous by faith alone in Christ alone, NOT by works of any law.

Now Paul not only drives the nail in, he turns the board over and clinches it. Listen to what he says in verse 29:

“Or is He the God of the Jews only? Is He not also the God of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also,” 

In other words, does God belong to the Jews alone and not also to the Gentiles?  And Paul answers his own question by saying:  “Yes, to the Gentiles also.”  Of course, God is God of both. 

Paul says: “If justification is by the law, then God DOES belong to the Jews.  But if justification is by FAITH, then He is the God of both Jews and Gentiles.” 

Now, notice the logic of this.  If the Jew persisted in this position that God is the God of the Jews only,  then there must be TWO Gods—one for the Jews and, one for the Gentiles.  But the Jew would not allow this.  He was a monotheist, - that is, he believed in one God.  Probably the greatest statement that ever was given to the nation Israel was Deuteronomy 6:4: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one!”

Paul disallows any further distinctions between Jews and Gentiles in light of the glorious news of the cross.  The cross is the great equalizer, removing any and all distinctions between Jew and Gentile.  This is one of the wonderful things about the Gospel.  All mankind is levelled.  - No one can stand on any other basis than the work of Jesus Christ on our behalf. 

Paul states very clearly that God is just as much the God of the Gentiles as He is the God of the Jews, since He makes Jews and Gentiles righteous and in right standing with Him in exactly the same way: - by FAITH in Jesus Christ.  Thus, there is absolutely no room for any distinction whatsoever between Jews and Gentiles.  All are treated exactly the same way in ultimate fairness at the Cross of Christ.

How does the Gospel present God?  Is He the exclusive God of the Jews?

No, He is also the God of the Gentiles.  It’s just up to the Gentiles to recognize Him as God.  The Lord Jesus Christ did not die for one race of mankind but for the whole world of sinners.  

And the offer of full and free salvation goes out to “whosoever will”, Jew or Gentile.

Verse 30:-

“since there is one God who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith.” 

Not only is this righteousness available to both Jew and Gentile, it is also received the same way by both Jew and Gentile.  Logically, since God is one, and since He alone is God, then we can expect Him to employ only one method to bring all of humanity to Himself.  FAITH is therefore the single condition for receiving salvation on the part of Jew and Gentile alike.  Neither has any advantage over the other.  The Gentile must come “by that same faith” required of the Jew.

Romans 1:16:-

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.”

Paul goes on to say that God is not attempting to nullify the law by this faith.  

God's purpose is to uphold the law and by the death of Jesus Christ in payment for our sin, He does just that.

Verse 31:-

“Do we then make void the law through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish the law.”

Because of his Jewish readers, Paul wanted to say more about the relationship of the Gospel to the Law.  The word “make void” or “nullify” in the Greek means to be entirely idle, or to have no effect.  In this final verse, the great Apostle asks a final question.  “If we are saved by faith apart from the Law, then does this make the Law of God null and void?” 

In other words, can we just throw out the Law and live as we please if we are really saved through FAITH by GRACE?  The answer? Certainly not!! God forbid!  

What he is saying is that our salvation does NOT do away with the Law.  Instead, our salvation establishes, or fixes in place, the Law of God.  Paul says, “No, we don't say that the law has no effect or is idle, in fact WE uphold, or establish the law.”   Paul saw a need for the law, but it was not the need to use the law in order to gain a righteousness before God.  

The doctrine of justification by FAITH is NOT against the Law; - it actually establishes the Law.  

How is this true? 

The Law demands perfect obedience.  The penalty for breaking the Law must be paid.  That penalty is death, or in other words, the soul being eternally separation from God.  If the Law breaker pays this penalty of death, he or she will be lost eternally.  The Gospel tells how the eternal Son of God Jesus Christ died in our place to PAY the penalty of the broken Law.  He did not treat it as a thing to be ignored.  He paid the debt in full.

As a result of this, anyone who has broken the Law can avail themselves of the fact that Christ paid the full penalty on their behalf.  Thus the Gospel of salvation by FAITH upholds or establishes the Law by insisting that its utmost demands must be and have been fully met.

Romans 5:18:-

“Therefore, as through one man's offense {Adam} judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man's righteous act {Jesus Christ} the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life.”
The Law has a very important function.  The Lord used the Law to teach us that we were sinners.  He used the Law to show us that we were doomed without Him.  He used the Law to establish our need. 

God obeyed His own Law in working out the plan of salvation.  Jesus in His life and in His death completely fulfilled perfectly the demands of the Law.  God does not have two ways of salvation, one for the Jews and one for the Gentiles; for He is one God.  He is consistent with His own nature and His own Law. 

IF salvation is through the LAW, then men can boast; but the principle of FAITH makes it impossible for men to boast.  The swimmer, when he is saved from drowning, does not brag because he trusted the lifeguard.  What else could he do? 

Likewise, when a believing sinner is justified by FAITH, he cannot boast of his faith, but he CAN boast in a wonderful Saviour.  
Now that we are saved, the Lord begins to live this Law through our lives.  The difference is that we are not living the Law to be saved.  We are not living the Law because we have to.  We just naturally begin to live out the spirit of the Law of the Lord because He has placed His Spirit in us and because He has made us to be partakers of His divine nature   (2nd Peter 1:4).  In the simplest of terms, through the Holy Spirit working within us, we begin gradually to live like God and His Son when and after we are saved!

Please do not misunderstand me. I am not referring to sinless perfection.  I am referring to the fact that Jesus Christ changes every life He saves.  He puts a desire and a longing within our hearts to love Him, to live for Him and to do the things that please Him, honour Him and bring glory unto Him.  We show the world that people can live for God, by letting God live IN them!

When I look in my mirror, the same face that has looked at me for many, many years still looks back.  However, I know that the person I once was has been changed into a new man by the power of the Lord Jesus Christ.  I don't make that claim with the least intent of boasting.  I know that there is much room for improvement in my life.  However, I do know where I was when the Lord called me.  I know what He did for me when He saved me.  I know the changes He has made in my life over the years.

Now, I ask you this question: Has the Lord made a change in YOU?  Have you availed yourself of this free gift of salvation freely offered through faith in Jesus Christ?  Believe me, your eternal destiny hinges on your answer!!

CHAPTER FOUR

MESSAGE 33 – ROMANS 4:1-3:  (NKJ)

1.  “What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to the flesh? 

2.  For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something of which to boast, but not before God. 

3.  For what does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.''

Paul has just finished nailing shut the lid on the coffin of the Law. 

Paul has presented the doctrine of Justification in Romans 3:19-31. 

He has told us in no uncertain terms that the Law cannot save, and that salvation comes only through faith in the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

In Romans 3:21-26, Paul stated the simple genius of God's great news for sinners at the cross of Christ. - That God infuses His righteousness into the heart of all who believe in Jesus Christ. 

He tells us in Romans 3:27-31 that this is an absolutely radical departure from anything human, either in terms of human self-effort or man-based religion. 

But Paul knows full well that we need some further evidence to the truth of this simple but earthshaking message.  He knows that the message of righteousness by FAITH is outrageously simple, especially in the ears of those who had been brought up in the Jewish faith with all its legal intricacies, its complex sacrificial system, and its ancient rites like circumcision.  So, the Holy Spirit focused Paul on expressing three powerfully logical arguments out of the Old Testament Scriptures to document how righteousness by FAITH was God's plan all along.

In verses 1-8 of chapter 4, he will show that this righteousness from God is completely apart from any human works.  

In verses 9-12 he will show that it is before circumcision, and 

in verses 13-15 Paul will show that it is beyond the Law. (verses 13-15)

The Jewish Christians in Rome would immediately have asked Paul:

“How does this doctrine of justification by faith relate to our history?  Paul, you say that this doctrine is witnessed to by the Law and the Prophets…. Well, give us an example?”

Paul will now proceed to demonstrate righteousness apart from the deeds of the law – apart from works of any kind.

Paul builds upon the thought begun in Romans 3:31: 

“Do we then nullify the Law through faith? May it never be! On the contrary, we establish the Law.”
In other words, when we say that salvation is by FAITH and not by law-keeping, do we imply that the Law is worthless and should be disregarded?  Does the Gospel wave the Law aside as if it had no place and make what God did in the Old Testament irrelevant?”  Paul says: “No, on the contrary, the Gospel establishes the Law”

As he continues to address the religious Jews of Rome Paul uses an illustration of justification that pre-dates the Old Testament Law. 

Suppose you wanted to find in Scripture an individual who was justified exclusively by faith.  But you also wanted to prove that he was not justified by works, by religious ritual, or by law.  Wouldn't you be delighted if you could find a person who was actually declared righteous by God prior to good works, prior to participation in religious rites, and prior even to the giving of the Law?  If you found such a person, your case would be watertight, wouldn't it? 

Paul calls a witness to the stand as he continues to defend his message of salvation by grace through faith.  

Paul's witness is none other than Abraham, a man who is revered by over one-half of the world's population.  In our day, Abraham is held in high esteem by Jews, Muslims and Christians.  Protestants, Catholics, Jews, and Muslims all revere Abraham as one of the greatest religious leaders in the history of man. 

You see, Muslims are descendants of Ishmael, Abraham's son.  Jews are descendants of Isaac, Abraham's other son.  And Christians, according to the Apostle Paul, are Abraham's spiritual descendants.

We will see that Abraham uniquely demonstrates the truth of justification by faith because of the chronology of his life.  For example, before he performed his greatest works of faith, God had already declared him justified.  

14 years before he was circumcised, God declared him justified.  Nearly 600 years before the Law was given to Israel, God said Abraham was justified.  

Abraham is used in the epistles as an example of our life of faith.  Abraham is one of the key figures in the Scriptures, being mentioned 285 times with over 70 references in the New Testament.  

In Paul's day, many people, especially the Jews, considered Abraham almost worthy of their WORSHIP.  So, if Paul was going to appeal to any one person to support his case, it would be Abraham.  

Generally, the Jewish teachers of Paul's day believed that Abraham was justified by his works, - by keeping the law.  

The Jews held Abraham up as the foremost example of a man who had been saved by his works.  They believed that he was the epitome of a life lived right.  The rabbis taught that Abraham kept the law perfectly, even before it was given – they said that he kept it by intuition or anticipation.  They believed that God accepted and justified Abraham because He had earned it. - They were terribly wrong!!!  

Paul says, ‘This isn't so.’ - Nothing Abraham "did" through "obedience" accomplished his salvation. 

In this great section of justification by FAITH, Paul has vividly stated that man is a sinner.  

Then he revealed that God provides a righteousness for sinners, and justifies them when they place their faith in His Son Jesus Christ.  

Now he will illustrate this truth with two men out of the Old Testament: Abraham and later, in verse 6, David. 

In Paul’s day Abraham and David were probably held in higher esteem by the nation Israel than any other two whose lives are recorded in the Old Testament.  Abraham was the founder of the Hebrew race, and David was their greatest king personally chosen by God Himself.  Abraham illustrates how NO human being should be exalted in receiving salvation and David illustrates how no human being need be excluded.

The 5th main question that Paul takes up is: “Does the Gospel agree with the teachings of the Old Testament?”

The answer to this question would be of special importance to the Jewish people.  Paul will clearly show that there is complete harmony between the Gospel in the New Testament and the Law in the Old Testament.  Although they represent two diametrically opposed systems, neither contradicts nor conflicts with the other.  And they are not mutually exclusive.  Justification has always been by FAITH.

Even under the Law and before the Law, faith was God’s sole requirement. 

Abraham, before the Law, was justified by FAITH.  And David, under the Law, sang of justification by FAITH. 

Paul is not presenting some strange new doctrine which cancels out the Old Testament and leaves the Jew afloat on the sea of life holding on to an anchor rather than being in a lifeboat.  Paul is showing that Abraham and David are in the same lifeboat, labelled “justification by FAITH alone in Christ alone.”

God made covenants with both Abraham and David.  

One lived centuries before the Law was given, and the other lived many years afterward.  

One was justified BEFORE he was circumcised, and the other AFTER.

The immediate reaction of the Jews to Paul’s statement that justification is solely on the basis of FAITH in Christ apart from the deeds of the Law was:-

“This is something entirely new and a contradiction of all that we have been taught to believe.  This doctrine is completely incredible.”

Paul's answer is, “Far from being new, this doctrine is as old as the Jewish faith itself.  Far from being a sacrilegious novelty, it is the very basis of Jewish religion.”  That is what Paul is going on to prove.

In verse 1 Abraham is called “our father,” referring primarily to the Jews’ natural and physical descent from Abraham. 

Abraham was the first Jew and thus the father of all Jews. 

The Jews to whom Paul wrote venerated Abraham as the founder of Judaism.  He was a Gentile that became the first Jew by faith. (Genesis 15:6; Romans 4:1-16).  Paul was a Jew and therefore was very sympathetic to the fact that he, along with every other Jew, claimed Abraham as their own.

The faithful Patriarch Abraham is not only the national father of Israel, he is the spiritual father of all who believe.  

The Apostle Paul confirmed this in Galatians 3:7:-
“Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham.”

The real sons of Abraham are not those who are born Jews, or those who become Jewish converts.  The real sons of Abraham are those who are saved through faith in the Son of God, Jesus Christ.

The Jews had the erroneous idea that Abraham was saved by his own works.  Yet if you read the context of Scripture, Abraham did NO works that earned him salvation. 

We are all taught from a very early age that we must work hard to make something of ourselves.  We are taught that with hard work come many of the benefits of this life.  We are encouraged to be all that each of us can be.  Motivational speakers tell us that if our attitudes are right, and if we truly apply ourselves, nothing will be impossible for us.  You may have heard a clever illustration used to make this point.  

It is the story of the frog who fell into a pail of creamy milk.  He found that he could not leap out of the pail though he had tried every conceivable way to do so.  He was floating in the milk and so could not get enough leverage to leap over the high sides of the pail.  But rather than give up, this frog did the only other thing he could do.  He paddled and paddled and paddled to keep afloat.  And an amazing thing happened.  All of his frantic paddling churned the milk into a thick pad of butter.  He hopped on the pad and launched himself out of the pail to freedom.  The moral of the story is that if you work hard, your hard work will pay off. – and in most cases, this is true. 

The problem comes when you apply this to Christianity.  

Some unfortunately teach this flawed philosophy in the church:  "Just keep paddling, keep on working, keep on doing your best, and you will make it to heaven under your own steam." 

A lot of people believe that if you try to do the best you can, everything will work out concerning going to heaven.  The real problem with this thinking is that it is totally wrong!!   This is entirely the opposite of what the Bible teaches concerning salvation.  The Bible teaches that we are saved by FAITH, not by works.  Faith is the key to our salvation and it is the only thing that will save the human soul!  It is by grace through faith in Jesus Christ that we must be saved.  

The message of Christianity, like that of every religion, is that men are saved by good works.  But unlike the other religions, Christianity is not talking about human works.  The unique message of Christianity is that salvation comes by the works of God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, NOT by sinners' works. That is Christianity!! 

People often boast in their own works.  To ourselves and to others, our works may look impressive.  But it takes more than our works to impress God.  We might boast before others, but we certainly have no room to boast before God.  Those things that we can create certainly do not compare to those things God has created.  Our most perfect work, when put under a microscope shows more and more imperfections as the magnification level is increased.  But God's creation, the more it is magnified, reveals an increasing glory and wonder.

Now, to the Jews, Abraham was a hero.  Surely, if anyone could be saved by WORKS, Abraham could.  But as righteous as Abraham may have been, his works did NOT save him.

In Genesis, the very first account of Abraham, when he was living in the city of Ur of the Chaldees in the Mesopotamian Valley, describes him as a religious man.  But Abraham was an idolater and worshipped the moon goddess even though he was not deliberately seeking to evade God.  He worshipped the moon goddess through ignorance and lack of knowledge.  It was in the midst of that condition that God appeared to him and spoke to him. 

Abraham believed God, responded to His call, and set out on a march without a map.  He trusted God to lead him to a land he had never seen before, to take care of his family, and to lead them into a place that would fulfil the promises of God.  So Abraham appears in the Scriptures as a man of great WORKS.

Paul now puts forth the suggestion that if Abraham was justified by those good works, he has indeed something to boast about. - And that's true. 

Paul says in verse 2:-

“For if Abraham was justified [i.e., made righteous] by works, he has something of which to boast, but not before God.” 

If Abraham was really justified by works, then he would have reason for boasting.  He could pat himself on the back and take a bow for earning a righteous standing before God by his own works.  But this is utterly impossible.  No one will ever be able to boast before God.

Ephesians 2:8-9:-

8.  “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 

9.  not of WORKS, lest anyone should BOAST.”

There is nothing in the Scriptures to indicate that Abraham has any grounds for boasting that he was justified by his own works.  

Now chances are there is someone here this morning who is saying to himself:-

“That’s all well and good, but I know a passage of Scripture that says Abraham WAS justified by his works, NOT PRIOR to his works." 

Well, so do I, and I think we would be remiss if we did not examine it briefly today.  

The passage is James 2:21 and says:-  “Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar?”

Oh Oh! A plain contradiction to Romans 4, right? - Wrong!!! 

Look again at verse 21.  It clearly says Abraham was justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son.  That's Genesis 22, at least 30 years AFTER God had already declared him a justified man in Genesis 15:6 when he believed God’s promise of a numberless posterity. 

It’s important that we understand that the word "justify" has TWO basic meanings in the New Testament:- 

1) acquittal, declare righteous, and 

2) vindication, or PROOF. 

When PAUL uses the word 'justify' he uses it in the sense of God declaring someone to be righteous.  

Paul was concerned with a massive problem that James does NOT deal with in his letter.  

Paul was concerned with the Jewish reliance upon the 'works of the law', that is, works done by human sweat intended to EARN men salvation.  

JAMES, on the other hand, uses the word “justify” in the sense of demonstrating to the outside world that one is a genuine believer.  In other words, he uses the second meaning of  "justify"; ie; “vindication” or “proof” as we saw in James 2:21.

Well then, when do you suppose that Abraham’s FAITH was justified or vindicated in the eyes of MEN?  That’s easy.  It was when he obeyed God and was prepared to sacrifice his only son Isaac on the altar at Mount Moriah.  That act of obedience to God PROVED that Abraham was already a believer.

Please understand that Abraham was NOT saved by obeying God's difficult command to sacrifice Isaac.  Had Abraham disobeyed God in the matter of Isaac, he STILL would have been justified before God by the FAITH he had placed in God’s promise 30 years earlier.  His obedience toward God regarding the sacrifice of Isaac simply PROVED that he was ALREADY saved.  It was “fruit” produced by his faith and salvation.

In Matthew 12:33, Jesus said that, “a tree is known by its FRUIT”.

We might even say that Abraham was recognized by others as being a saved person when he produced the WORKS of a SAVED person.  This was justification by WORKS in the eyes of MEN. – to the outside world.  And this is exactly what James was referring to in James 2:21.  

It is crucial that we understand a distinction here.

Justification by FAITH is in the eyes of GOD and justification by WORKS is in the eyes of MEN. 

The works that James described are not the works of the flesh under the Law, because Abraham wasn’t under the Law. They were works of FAITH.  The Law would be given some 600 years later!!!  Good works are the PROOF of faith – not the PATH to salvation.  Since faith is invisible, we can only see faith by what it DOES.  Faith becomes evident by its ACTIONS. 

There is a perfect relationship between faith and works.  As someone has expressed it:-

"Abraham was not saved by faith PLUS works, but by a faith that WORKS."
It’s true in a sense that works always give you something to boast about.  You can look at the record, you can show people what you have done and why you ought to be appreciated.  You may not boast openly, but we all have very subtle ways and clever tricks of getting it out into the open so people can see what we have done.  You can drop a hint of something you have done, hoping that people will ask some more about it.  

Somehow we manage things so that people will see us as a person of some significance.  That is the way the world is today, and that’s the way it was in Abraham's day.  That may work before men, but NOT before God.  

Paul is saying that even if this was true and Abraham were somehow justified by his good works, God is unimpressed!  

God is never impressed by that kind of performance.  In fact, God, who sees the heart, is not looking at outward performance; He knows what is going on.  He knows the selfishness, the greed, the grasping, the self-centeredness, the ruthlessness with which we cut people off and harm those we profess to love.  He sees all the manoeuvring and manipulating, that goes on in our lives and in our hearts.  Therefore, that beautiful performance is utterly invalid and worthless to God. 

That is why the sense of righteousness that results from our performance before men never lasts.  No matter what we do in this world, we are always judged by what we did last.  Ask any football coach and he will tell you that no player is any better than his last game!  That is why works won't work.  Works won't work because works won't last!  It is but a temporary shot in the arm that we need to repeat again and again, almost as though we were addicted to it.  But it will always let us down in the hour of crisis. 

The bottom line is this: God is not in any way impressed with your human works or with mine.  All that touches God is our FAITH.  Believers are commanded to, “walk by FAITH”.  The Bible says that “without FAITH it is impossible to please God”.  It is only the righteousness that comes from God that is lasting and will work -- not only in time, but for all eternity. 

That is what Abraham discovered.  He discovered that righteousness which comes from WORKS is worthless.  How did he discover this? 

Paul says in verse 3:-

“For what does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.''

Paul is saying, “Hear what the Scripture says; God is speaking to you in His Word.”  - How tremendous this is!  Now, Paul tells us the real basis of Abraham's salvation.  

God called Abraham out of Ur of the Chaldees to lead him into Canaan and to make out of him the great nation of Israel.  It was through Israel that God would bring the Saviour into the world.  When Abraham was an 85 year old man, a childless man by the way, the Lord came to him and told him that the great desire of his heart would be met and he would have children. 

Abraham's salvation experience is recorded in Genesis 15.  

At night, God showed His servant the stars and gave him a promise in Genesis 15:5:-

“Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.”

How did Abraham respond? 

Genesis 15:6:-

“And he believed in the Lord, and He [the Lord] accounted it to him for righteousness.”

Simply stated, Abraham believed God and God saved Abraham. 

Abraham took the naked Word of God at face value, and he rested in it.  

The Hebrew word translated “believed” means “to say amen.”  God gave a promise, and Abraham responded with “Amen!” –“I believe it!”  It was this FAITH that was accounted to him for righteousness.
When Abraham believed God, he did the one thing that a man can do without doing anything!  Faith and belief in the one true God!!  You see, FAITH is a non-meritorious work.  God made the statement, the promise, and God undertook to fulfil it.  Abraham believed in his heart that God told the truth.  There was no effort here.  

Abraham’s faith was not some great meritorious act, but an attitude of the heart.  His heart was turned completely away from himself to God and to His promise.  This left God free to fulfil that promise.

Our verse says that “Abraham believed God,…..” - but we have to be careful. 

These Old Testament accounts are somewhat condensed versions of the full picture.  They do not give us all the details. 

We have to fill them in from elsewhere in Scripture, and be guided by what other passages gives us.  

From other passages we know that God did not just say, "Abraham, see the stars?  So shall your seed be."   But we learn that God explained to Abraham what he meant by "seed."
In the letter to the Galatians, Paul tells us that God made it clear to Abraham that when God said, "so shall your seed be", he was talking about Jesus Christ, who would be the Seed of Abraham. 

Galatians 3:16:-

“Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises made. He does not say, "And to seeds,'' as of many, but as of one, "And to your Seed,'' who is Christ.”

God evidently explained to Abraham that there was One coming who would fulfil all the promises that Abraham would have a heavenly seed as well as the earthly seed of his physical descendants. 

In Genesis 13:16 God had promised Abraham descendents as numerous as the DUST and in Genesis 15:5, as numerous as the STARS.

The DUST pictures Abraham’s natural posterity; - those who are Jews by birth.

The STARS depict his spiritual seed; - those who are justified by FAITH.

With regard to Abraham’s spiritual descendants God said his Seed would be Jesus Christ.  It is through Jesus Christ that all Abraham's seed would be fulfilled.  That is why, on one occasion, when Jesus was talking to the Pharisees, they said to Him, "Abraham is our father." 

Jesus said to them in John 8:39 and John 8:56:- 

39. "If you were Abraham's children, you would do the works of Abraham.

56. "Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.''

The Lord reminded these Jews that Abraham had looked forward to the day of the Messiah, and he had actually seen it by FAITH and was glad.  

Abraham’s faith rested in the coming of God the Son Incarnate, Jesus Christ!!

God evidently explained to Abraham, and Abraham understood by FAITH that the Seed of righteousness, Jesus Christ, was coming and that He would die on the cross to remove the penalty and guilt of man's misbehaviour.  He would rise again from the dead as a living Lord to give His life to men and women everywhere who placed their faith in Him, thus fulfilling the promise to Abraham.  

Abraham believed God.  He believed God's promise about the Seed, and so he was justified, made righteous, and given the gift of eternal life forever with God.

Interestingly enough, when James quotes this passage from Genesis 15 he says in James 2:23:-
“And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.'' And he was called the friend of God.”

Beloved, that surely is acceptance, isn't it? – To be called “the friend of God”?

Abraham became God's FRIEND -- not because he behaved so well, or because he was a godly man and obeyed God. -- he became the FRIEND of God because he believed God's promise about the Seed Who was to come, God the Son, Jesus Christ!! 

15 years later, the son of promise Isaac was born when Abraham was 100 years old.  

From this son came another son, from whom came twelve sons, from one of whom came the Seed, the One by whom all the families of the earth are blessed. 

As Abraham believed in the Seed to COME, so WE today believe in the Seed who CAME, died on a cross, was raised, and is coming again.  

Our faith must follow the faith of Abraham.  His faith looked forward toward the cross and ours look back to it.  

The Bible tells us that this faith in the Word of God was considered the basis for Abraham's righteousness.  In other words, because Abraham believed God, God saved his soul!

Note the word "accounted" in verse 3. 

The word “accounted” is a legal or financial term; it means "to put to one's account."  

It means to "credit one's account and to treat them accordingly." 

As a sinner and before he believed God, Abraham's spiritual bankbook was empty.  He was bankrupt!!  But he trusted God, and God put His own righteousness on Abraham's account.  Abraham did not work for this righteousness; he received it as a FREE GIFT from God.  He was declared righteous by FAITH.  He was justified by FAITH. 

Let me give you an illustration. 

If you went to the bank and tried to write a cheque on an overdrawn account they would treat you accordingly.  You would not be welcome.  However, if you went to the bank and deposited 5 million dollars in your account and then wrote a cheque they would credit your account with the $5m. and treat you like a millionaire. 

Do you see the spiritual side of this wonderful truth? 

When we place our faith in Jesus Christ for salvation, God credits our accounts in the bank of Heaven with the righteousness of Christ and then He treats us forever just like He would treat His beloved Son, Jesus Christ!! 

However, if we do not open our account in Heaven with the deposit of FAITH and we try to secure God's favour by substituting our OWN righteousness, then we will be treated just like we deserve to be treated and we will be eternally separated from God.

The point that is being made is that when we believe, God transfers HIS righteousness to OUR account. 

SIN is transferred FROM our account and GOD’S righteousness is transferred TO our account. 

It is NOT OUR righteousness, it is HIS and it is made ours by FAITH in the eternal Son of God, Jesus Christ.

Knowing these wonderful truths, how then should we live our lives?  

We live them by abiding in Jesus Christ.  

We live them by allowing Jesus Christ to live His life IN us and through us.  

We live them by living what is called the “exchanged” life. 

We find it in Galatians 2:20:- There Paul says:- 

"I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”

This is the exchanged life!!  

The exchanged life means that I give Christ MY life and He gives me HIS.  It means the end of me living as a child of Adam, - as a man under the condemnation of the Law.  

I  now walk by faith and not by sight.  That means that I live by a daily dependence upon Him to lead me.  And I live by a daily dependence upon His Word to guide and instruct me. 

How is YOUR spiritual bank account today?

MESSAGE 34 – ROMANS 4:4-6:
4.  “Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt. 

5.  “But to him who does not work {does not try to earn his salvation} but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness, {the standing acceptable to God}﻿
6.  just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness apart from works:” 

So often in Paul’s epistles we come across the ever so important words, “Justify” and “Justification”.
You will recall from our earlier studies that the word, “JUSTIFY” means to reckon or DECLARE one to be righteous.  For example, God declares a sinner to be righteous when that sinner places his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and believes in Him.  This is the way that the word is most often used in the New Testament.

To “justify” is a declarative act that takes place in the MIND of God.

But to “JUSTIFY” does NOT mean to actually “MAKE” a person righteous.  God does not “MAKE” the believer sinless, or righteous in himself.  Rather, God DECLARES the sinner who has placed his faith in Christ, RIGHTEOUS, and CREDITS the righteousness of Christ to that person as a free gift.  In the Biblical sense, it means that God, in His power and in His grace declares us to be righteous and worthy of a relationship with Him.  

It is important to realise that “justification” is a reckoning that takes place in the MIND of God; - NOT in the emotional nature of the believer.  It is not something a believer feels; he knows that it has taken place because the Word of God clearly says so.  

Paul has been discussing Abraham and we have seen that Abraham was justified by FAITH.  It was just as simple as that.  Works had absolutely nothing to do with it. - They aren’t even mentioned!!!  

I doubt strongly that Abram had any idea whatsoever the night he did business with God that he would be credited with God's righteousness that very night!!   Who would even have dreamed it!  The whole event caught him entirely by surprise.  Abraham simply believes God and all of a sudden an accounting miracle takes place.  Over Abraham's enormous list of liabilities God writes, "Paid in Full" and in the heretofore-blank asset column He writes, "Righteous."   And then for good measure God adds a parenthesis which can be found in James 2:23: - "this guy's My friend". 

It was a pure gift, unlooked for, uncontrollable, unexpected, and thoroughly wonderful.  From the moment Abraham believed from his heart what God said, he and God were united in the intimacy of friendship.

This same accounting miracle is available to us, too, and we too can become friends of Almighty God. 

Here's how Barnhouse expresses it:

“God has with fixed determination made a precise and mathematical calculation in which He has written off as gone forever all of the sin of the one who trusts in the vicarious atonement which He has provided in Jesus Christ.

With thought and care He has placed the deposit of His own righteousness to their credit so that the books which once declared them bankrupt now manifest them as the possessors of all that God could ever require of them.” 

All of this brings us to one of the most uplifting statements in the Bible concerning the contrast between WORKS and FAITH in reference to the plan of salvation.

Verse 4:

“Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt.” 

In verses 4 and 5, Paul uses an illustration from the marketplace, the economic world, to prove his point about how Abraham's righteousness was reckoned to him.   

Paul introduces the first of two possible cases for our consideration.  The first person to consider is the one who is working, the one holding down a job for a wage.  

Now, for the working person, how is their wage given?  As a freely given gift, or as a wage due and payable?

Imagine going to work one week and on pay day the boss comes by and hands you your cheque and says, "Here's your GIFT." 

Why, you would say, "Gift nothing!!  I earned that cheque by my WORK!" 

Paul's point is that when you put in your 40 hours you exchange those 40 hours for money.  If you work for something, then what you get is never a gift, it is what you have EARNED.  You have it as a result of your labour; it is an obligation that must be paid. 

Now, works lead to wages ... works never lead to a free gift, because there is a debt owed to the worker.  

In this view of God, He is the payroll accountant at your company: the one you relate to only to receive your cheque based on your week of labour.  You earned it, you deserve it.  Therefore, you yourself can take the credit for having earned it. 

However, to suggest that we can go to God and say, “look at what I've done to earn my salvation.  I've put in my time and now you owe me.”, is NOT what enables us to receive our salvation.

God says: 

'No, you clearly don't understand.  My salvation for you is a free gift.  There is nothing you could ever do to earn this priceless gift.  In fact, if you think you could do something to earn such a gift, it would cease to be a gift and would then be a wage you deserve through your works.

You shouldn't be coming and asking for what you deserve from Me because if I gave you what you really deserve you would receive only My wrath and My condemnation. 

No, I do not give you what your wages have earned you, instead I give you a priceless, free gift purchased through My beloved Son’s death for you.”

A gift is simply that, a gift given to us even if we didn't do something to earn it or deserve it. 

The same is true of salvation.  Salvation is a freely given gift and faith alone is the key to receiving this gift. 

Paul is saying that if an individual could be saved by works, then God would be providing that salvation as a payment to that person, and, of course, that doesn't make sense.  God is not under obligation or debt to save anyone.  Salvation is not given to us by God because of some obligation on His part. 

If we received what we truly deserve, it would not be salvation.  None of us wants to get what we deserve - what God owes us.  Therefore, we have to ask ourselves a very important question.  Do we want a fair trial or a free pardon?  God offers both.  The choice of which one we want is entirely up to each person.  As for me, I can unequivocally say that I want the pardon.

So the challenge for us is to be someone who does not try to work for salvation but trusts God who justifies the sinner when they place their faith in His Son.  If I had been saved because somehow I had impressed God by my works and earned it, then I could brag about my efforts and my own goodness.  

If the sinner could indeed earn his own salvation then God would be indebted to give him salvation, and man would not be obligated to thank or even acknowledge God for it.  If that were the case, then you are NOT saved by grace, but instead, you are saved because God OWES it to you for the WORKS you have done. 

This is a false view of salvation!  This point wasn't understood by the legalists of Paul's day, nor is it understood by the self- righteous of our day.  To earn salvation by WORKS would be to put GOD in man's debt. 

Let me assure you that you can count on the fact that God will never be indebted to any one of us!

Verse 5:

“But to him who does not work (does not try to earn his salvation) but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness, {the standing acceptable to God}”﻿
What a statement!! 

Paul had been countering the false doctrine that acting righteous could make a person righteous.  But shocking as it may seem, the justified person is the one, who, first of all, does NOT work for it.  He doesn’t try to impress God by works to earn his own salvation.  He renounces any possibility of earning his salvation.  He disavows any personal merit or goodness.  He freely acknowledges that all his best labours could never meet God’s righteous demands.

Instead, He believes on Him who justifies the ungodly.  He puts his faith and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.  He takes God at His Word.  He freely acknowledges his own hopeless and helpless condition.  He understands that FAITH in Jesus Christ is the only way to God.  As we have seen before, FAITH is NOT a meritorious action.  The merit is NOT in his FAITH, but in the OBJECT of his faith, Jesus Christ.

Now in our text another important point is made, namely that not only was Abraham justified prior to good works, but he was also justified while he was still ungodly. 

Abraham was an ungodly man when God justified him.  

We would expect that God would only justify a godly man.  But Paul drops a bombshell and says that God justifies the ungodly.  Do you realize that the ungodly are the only ones God justifies?  That's because He hasn't got any other kind of people to justify.  

How contrary this is to our ordinary way of thinking!  We generally believe that God wants good people in Heaven and that the way to get there is to be as good as possible and hope for the best.  The fact is, however, that God utterly refuses to take into Heaven anyone who claims to be godly or good through their own works. 

Jesus once put it this way in Matthew 9:12-13:-

12.  “But when Jesus heard that, He said to them, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.
13.  …. For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance”.”

Romans 3:23 tells us that we've all sinned and come short of the glory of God.

A simple way of saying this is that all humanity falls short of Jesus Christ Who is the glory of the Father. 

(Jn. 1:14; 2nd Cor. 4:6; Heb. 1:3; Rev. 21:23). 

Everyone is going to be compared to Jesus Christ, the glory of God, and therefore, everyone will come up short. 

We are all sinners and 1st Timothy 1:15 tells us that Jesus came to save sinners!!

1st Timothy 1:15:-

“This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.”

Unless an individual acknowledges that he is a sinner, he cannot be saved. 

Our verse 5 says that God justifies the ungodly.  Therefore, until a person admits he is ungodly, (a sinner) he cannot be saved.  That’s the starting point!!  A person has to be stripped of all other means, or belief systems, for salvation before he can receive Jesus Christ as his Lord and Saviour. (John. 14:6)
Abraham was not inherently good when God justified him, nor are any of us.  As unregenerate man we are ungodly and only God can justify the ungodly.  And all of Romans 1:17 to 3:18 has demonstrated that we are just that, we are ungodly.  God’s X-ray of fallen mankind is not at all flattering!!  

There is nothing that we can do by our own efforts that will merit salvation.  But for those who believe on Him, He justifies them and declares the ungodly “righteous”.  

It isn't as if God is happy with our state of ungodliness.  We are not justified because of our ungodliness, but despite our ungodliness.  Can you see that the only kind of people God is saving are unrighteous, ungodly people? 

Somebody may say:  “Do you mean to say that God doesn’t save good, righteous people?”  

Well, do you want to name one?  God will save any man who meets His righteous standard. 

But Scripture, as we’ve already seen, says, “There is none righteous, no, not one”. (Romans 3:10). 

God justifies the ungodly because there are no godly people for Him to justify!  There are no inherently good people by God’s standards.  God demands absolute righteousness, because He IS absolute righteousness.  None of us can pay that price.  If you want to name somebody who meets God’s standards by their own efforts, you will make God out a LIAR.  Are you prepared to do that?  And, of course, you would have to prove your point. 

But the true point is found in Romans 3:4 which says:

“Indeed, let God be true but every man a liar”.

Paul goes on to say that as a result of the ungodly, guilty sinner throwing himself on the mercy of God:-

“his faith is accounted for righteousness, {the standing acceptable to God}﻿”
Because He has come BELIEVING instead of WORKING, God puts righteousness to his account.

Through the merits of the risen Saviour, God clothes him with righteousness and makes him fit for Heaven forever.  FAITH is the only condition.  God accepts FAITH in lieu of WORKS.  There is no merit in FAITH, but it is the ONLY way of receiving that which God freely offers.  FAITH honours God and secures righteousness for man. 

Can you see it yet?  This was NOT some special, exclusive arrangement meant for Abraham alone.  WE can enter into this relationship with God also.  But it never has been nor will it ever be about WORKS.  It is all about FAITH.  This verse should forever dispel any delusions that anyone might have of trying to earn God's favour by his or her performance.

Beloved, if there is anything attached to your salvation besides FAITH in Jesus Christ, then you still need to be saved, because your brand of salvation will not get you to Heaven.  It is all about FAITH in Jesus Christ!  FAITH is all that will save the soul of the sinner. (John 3:16; Acts 16:31; Acts 8:37).  

FAITH is the key.  It is never faith PLUS some kind of human works!!  FAITH is all you need.  It is our faith in God the Son Incarnate, Jesus Christ that is counted for righteousness.  

To this then, Abraham bears testimony.

To summarize, then, justification is for the ungodly – NOT for good people.  It is a matter of grace, unmerited favour, NOT of debt.  And it is only received exclusively through FAITH – not by WORKS!! 

Let’s look at our verse 6:

“just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness apart from works:”

As if the case from Abraham's life is not strong enough, Paul will argue out of the reflective writings of DAVID the Psalmist king.  This is very wise because the religious Jew may be thinking at this point that all this is fine regarding Abraham but Abraham lived prior to the giving of the Old Testament Law by about 600 years.

But David lived and ruled UNDER the Old Testament Law:

Paul is going to illustrate the principles he has just mentioned regarding Abraham's faith, but he is going to use DAVID to illustrate his point.  For a Jewish audience, Paul could not find a better backup witness to Abraham than David. 

David was the second king of Israel and was called a man after God's own heart in Acts 13:22 and 1st Samuel 13:14.  His trust in God and his refusal to accomplish God's will in an improper way concerning his predecessor, king Saul, is one of the greatest examples of FAITH in Scripture. 

The word, "just as" in verse 6 is a conjunction and means "exactly as".  In other words, David’s salvation experience was exactly the same as Abraham’s.  There is no difference in God's grace with Abraham, with David, with the people to whom Paul writes, or with us.  Justification is always through faith alone in Christ alone.

Paul says:

“Just as David also describes:”  

Although David lived under the Law, David could never be SAVED under the Law.  And therefore David described the “blessedness” that God accounted to him for righteousness without works - because David had no works. 

The works that he had were totally unacceptable to God and therefore righteousness must be imputed by God totally apart and separate from works.  David knew from experience what it was like to be a guilty sinner; he knew the seriousness of sin and how good it is to be truly forgiven.  He knew the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness apart from any human works.  

If David were to be judged on WORKS alone, he would be condemned by a perfectly righteous God.  But he knew by experience that blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven.  David knew that no sinner, no matter how hard he may try, can possibly carry his own sins away and come back forgiven and cleansed of guilt.  

No amount of money, no science, no inventive skill, no armies of millions, nor any other earthly power can carry away from the sinner one little sin and its guilt.  Once it is committed, every sin and its guilt cling to the sinner as close as does his own shadow, for all eternity unless God carries them away. 

The idea behind this term "blessedness" is actually a "declaration of blessedness".  The ending of the word indicates a state or condition of blessedness.  This state of blessedness is declared by God, just like the believing sinners are "declared righteous by God."

They are indeed blessed because, Paul says:-

“God imputes righteousness apart from works”

What does “impute” mean??  To impute something is the act of one person adding something good or bad to the account of another person.  

There are THREE major imputations in the Bible:  

FIRSTLY, there is the imputation of Adam's sin upon the entire human race.

Romans 5:12:-

"Therefore, just as through ONE man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to ALL men, because all sinned."   
Now, this FIRST imputation may seem at first to be totally unjust.  

"Why should Adam's sin be imputed to me when it happened in a remote part of this world thousands of years before I was even born??

If the story ended there, then indeed it might be unfair.  However, the story doesn't end there!!!

The SECOND imputation is the imputation of the entire human race's sin upon Christ.

Isaiah 53:5:-

“But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our well- being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed.”
Hebrews 2:9:

“But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone.”

Now, the FIRST imputation was an unwilling one because no human being would voluntarily accept Adam's guilt and punishment, would they??

However, this SECOND imputation of the entire human race's sin upon Christ was effected upon a totally willing volunteer!!

John 10:11:-

"I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep."   
John 10:18:-

"No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative.  I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again.  This commandment I received from My Father."     

The THIRD imputation is that of God's Righteousness immediately bestowed upon a person when they first believe in Jesus Christ.

This is the justification by FAITH in Christ that Paul is speaking about.

Philippians 3:7-9:-

V7: "But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.

V8: More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish in order that I may gain Christ,

V9:  and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith."

This wonderful THIRD imputation, like the SECOND imputation, must be voluntary.  God will never coerce anyone, nor will He ever superimpose His Will over ours. God forces the precious Righteousness of Jesus Christ upon no one!!!  This fantastic THIRD imputation depends SOLELY upon YOUR decision regarding the following verses of Scripture.

John 3:36:-

"He who believes in the Son has eternal life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.''

John 1:12:-

“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name:”

1st John 5:11-13:-

11. “And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 

12.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

13.  These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may KNOW that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.”

In our next segment we will see that true happiness is to be forgiven by God.  It is an emotion that really defies description!!  It is the sheer relief of an enormous burden lifted, - of a debt cancelled, of a guilty conscience at rest.  Guilt is gone, warfare has ended, true peace is enjoyed.

To David it meant the forgiveness of his great transgressions, the covering of his sin, the non-imputation of his iniquity and the cleansing of his spirit from deceit.

To the believer today it means MORE than the mere covering of his sin; - that was the Old Testament concept of atonement.  In this age the believer knows that his sins have been put away completely and buried forever in the sea of God’s forgetfulness.

MESSAGE 35 – ROMANS 4:7-8:
7. “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 

8.  blessed is the man to whom the Lord shall not impute sin.”

The Apostle Paul quotes David’s Psalm 32:1-2 to show that Justification was by FAITH apart from works even in the Old Testament period!!!  

By quoting David in these Psalms, Paul shows what was true regarding justification by faith prior to the giving of the Law, to what was true after the giving of the Law.  Abraham lived about 600 years prior to the giving of the Old Testament Law.  He lived around 2072 BC and the Law was given in 1440 BC.  David, on the other hand, lived and ruled UNDER the Old Testament Law around 1000 BC:  Yet justification was not in any way altered by the absence of the Law or the presence of the Law, or now, the fulfilment of the Law.

Paul is going to illustrate the principles he has just mentioned regarding Abraham's faith, but he is going to use DAVID to illustrate his point.  For a Jewish audience, Paul could not find a better backup witness to Abraham than David.  David’s salvation experience was exactly the SAME as Abraham’s.  There is NO difference in God's grace with Abraham, with David, with the people to whom Paul writes, or with us.  Justification is always through faith alone in Christ alone.

Although David lived under the Law, David could never be SAVED under the Law.  The Word of God says, “There is none righteous, no not one”.  “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”.  

David knew from experience what it was like to be a guilty sinner; he knew the seriousness of sin and how good it is to be truly forgiven.  David knew by personal experience that “blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven”.  David knew that true happiness is to be completely forgiven by God.  It is an emotion that really defies description!!  It is the sheer relief of an enormous burden lifted, - of a debt cancelled, of a guilty conscience at rest.  The remarkable thing is that David found this gift of self-worth before God when he was tortured by a guilty conscience. 

Do you know that GUILT is without doubt one of the chief weapons that Satan uses against God's children today?  And because of that I pray that today's message may release such people from the enslavement of this merciless master called "GUILT". 

By way of introduction, and to really understand Paul’s point in Romans 4:7-8, let's read the first 5 verses of Psalm 32.

Psalm 32:1-5:- 
1.  “Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, Whose sin is covered. 

2.  Blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not impute iniquity, And in whose spirit there is no guile. 

3.  When I kept silent, my bones grew old Through my groaning all the day long. 

4.  For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; My vitality was turned into the drought of summer. Selah 

5.  I acknowledged my sin to You, And my iniquity I have not hidden. I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,'' And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah 
David is clearly referring to his own personal experiences.  He had been tormented by the guilt of his sins for some time.

Guilt does that, doesn’t it?  Many wish they could escape the guilt they feel when they sin.  Many wish there was some way not to be bothered and troubled by their sin.  It was William Wordsworth who said:

"From the body of one guilty deed a thousand ghostly fears and haunting thoughts proceed." 

There are millions that are haunted by the ghost of GUILT.  Perhaps there was some awful sin that was committed.  Perhaps there is some past failure that haunts them and harasses them.  GUILT about what you did, how you failed when you sinned, puts a noose around your neck every day of your life.  Your sin and failure takes you to the gallows each day.  It’s well said that: "Every guilty person is his own hangman."   The haunting memory of your sin makes you your own hangman. 

The British author, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, author of the Sherlock Holmes stories, was known as a practical joker.  On one occasion, as a practical joke, he sent an anonymous message to 12 of his best friends.  His message read: "Flee at once, ALL has been discovered."   In 24 hours all 12 had left the country!!   It makes you wonder what it was that bothered them and haunted them.  

It may be that some of you today are on a guilt trip.  If so, I want to say that the worst trip you will ever take is a guilt trip.  

It may be that because of some guilt, you feel quite miserable today.  I want to say that you do not have to be haunted and tormented by the ghost of guilt.  You can learn how to handle your guilt instead of being handled by IT. 

Someone has said that Psalm 32 is an X-ray of a guilty conscience.  Notice in Psalm 32 a man that was full of guilt discovers HOW to be full of happiness and peace.  

We see that he was a bothered man!!   But what was it that bothered David?  What happened to this man of great faith……this “man after God’s own heart”?  This man who was called a “friend of God”.

In Psalm 51 verse 3, which is a sister to Psalm 32,  David said, "my SIN is ever before me" . 

It was the thoughts of his SIN and the resultant GUILT that he FELT for his sin, that bothered him.  HE was a man with a stinging, burning guilty conscience that haunted him.  

David had committed capital sins that demanded that under the law he be stoned to death!!  There existed no sacrifice for the sin of adultery and murder.  The perpetrator of such crimes was to be punished by being stoned to death.  Knowing this, David had to bypass the Levitical offerings and throw himself completely upon the mercy and grace of God repenting for his sin with a remorseful and contrite heart. 

We are all familiar with the story.  David had committed adultery with Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, one of his most loyal and faithful officers.  But David was not only guilty of taking another man’s WIFE, but on top of that, David was guilty of taking another man’s LIFE.  David knew that ultimately his sins would be found out so he took another step. 

This is always what SIN does - it leads us on deeper and deeper, further than we ever intended to go.  Just as smoking can easily lead to “chain smoking”, unchecked sin can often lead to “chain sinning”.
Before the king knew it he found himself forced into a desperate attempt to cover up his evil.  In order to conceal his sin, David deliberately had Uriah put in a position on the battlefield that guaranteed he would be killed.  David was going from bad to worse!!  David was now guilty of the shameful sin of adultery and the sinister sin of murder. 

After he had committed adultery with Bathsheba and plotted the death of her husband Uriah, David steadfastly REFUSED to confess these sins.  He had committed devastating sins and concealed those sins for 12 months!!  He tried to sweep it all under the carpet!  Perhaps he rationalized that “It doesn’t matter….Time heals all things”  However, because of his stubborn refusal to come clean before God, he found himself fighting against God and against his own best interests.  

Without a doubt, the most famous cover-up in the Bible is the cover-up of David's SINS.  

Many are just like that today!!  They are living a lie just like David was.

When David found out that Bathsheba was pregnant, through all the events that followed, he desperately sought to cover and conceal his sin.  BUT David's sin left him defiled before God and under God’s discipline.  

He became a physical and emotional wreck!!  He was living a nightmare every day and night.  He realized that God’s hand of discipline was upon him, blocking him and frustrating him at every turn.  Nothing worked out right in his life any more!!  It seldom does for those who conceal their sins.  The old carefree, happy days had vanished and his continued existence was as miserable and unappealing as a hot and hostile wilderness!!

It was because David kept silent about his sins, that day and night he was haunted by the ghosts of his guilt.  

By concealing his sins, he had made himself “his own hangman.”   He was dying a slow, tortuous death!!  All day long he was restless and all night long he was sleepless.  Like a cancer in his soul, his guilt ate at him relentlessly.  It harassed him through the day and haunted him through the night.  He was a broken and shattered man tormented by guilt. 

But notice the first part of verse 5 in Psalm 32:-

" I acknowledged my sin to You, And my iniquity I have not hidden”

After a year of this impenitence, David finally came to the place where he was willing to at last utter the 3 words that God had been patiently waiting for:-  “I – Have – Sinned”  

Then the whole shameful story gushed out from David’s lips!!  David fell before God as a broken man and said, "I will hide my sin no longer." 

He said in verse 5: 

" I acknowledged my sin to You, And my iniquity I have not hidden. I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,'' And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah”

Now there was no longer any attempt to gloss over, or try to find any excuse, Or, to try somehow to justify his sins.  David finally calls SIN by its REAL name and identifies HIMSELF with his sins:-  This is important.  He doesn’t try to blame or implicate others, nor does he try to justify or rationalize his sins.  

Notice verse 5 again:-

“My sin…”       

“My iniquity…”   

“My transgressions”

“Sin” refers to missing the mark, or, aim.  “Sin”  is anything in our lives which does not express, or is contrary to, the Holy character of God.  The word, “Iniquity”  implies perversity or, twistedness, - - - and the word, “Transgressions” means wilful rebellion  or wilful disobedience. 

David openly confessed to God that he was guilty of ALL of these things.

English writer Oscar Wilde said:-

"A man's highest moment is when he kneels in the dust and beats his breast and tells the sins of his life to God." 

The beginning of handling the guilt that often handles US is uncovering our sin before God.  

In effect, David said, "God, I have committed sin and I have concealed sin. I am not going to hide my sin any longer.  I’m sick and tired of wearing false masks and living a lie.”  

He frankly and honestly acknowledged his sin to God.  He said in the latter part of verse 5, "I will confess my transgressions to the Lord."   He acknowledged and admitted his sin to God.  Then he confessed those sins openly and frankly to God.

Believers today are invited and urged to do the SAME thing.

1st John 1:9:

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

The word "confess" means "to agree with.  It is to say the same as another.  It means to thoroughly agree with what God says about sin!!  In other words, when you confess your sins to God you are agreeing with God about what He says about your sin and what He expects you to DO about that sin. 

WHEN should we confess our sin?  Immediately when we discover it!!  

Don’t delay.  Don’t put it off.  Don’t try to justify your sins.  If we continue to conceal our sin, we will never know freedom from guilt.  But IF we confess our sins we can know the happiness and relief to be totally forgiven and cleansed of our sin and guilt. 

David was saying in effect:-

"God you said adultery is sin.   I agree with you and I have committed this horrible sin.  

God you said that murder is wrong.  I agree with you.  I have committed this heinous sin." 

There is something else involved together with confession that isn’t often preached about these days.  And I cannot over-emphasise the importance of this.  

We also see that God expects us to draw on His power and forsake our sin. 

We read in Proverbs 28:13:-

"He who covers his sins will not prosper, but whoever confesses and forsakes them will have mercy.”

In effect, God says to David, "Now forsake the sin, turn from and abandon the sin you have committed."   And David said, "I agree.  You are right.  Yes, I will forsake my sin, turn from it and disown it." 

There may be times in our lives when we may not be able to completely forsake some besetting sin solely in our own strength.  HOWEVER, we know that “we can do ALL things through Christ who strengthens us.”  

Therefore, we should pray:  “Father, I know that IF I am really serious about forsaking a besetting sin…this same sin that often trips me up; You, Heavenly Father will HELP me to do it!!  You will supply both the WILL to forsake it and the DESIRE to forsake it”

Philippians 2:13:

"for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure."

This means that it is GOD who puts within us the WISH or DESIRE to do His Will in the first place.  Then he also works IN us the POWER to carry out the desire.  

What we see in David is what God demands and desires for ALL of us.  Is there some sin that is harassing YOU and haunting YOU?  Acknowledge that sin before God and confess that sin to God.  Then draw on HIS power to abandon and disown it.

In Psalm 32 we see as a result of acknowledging and confessing his sin, a blessed and happy man.  

David was a man filled with guilt, but he was also a man that found grace, and became once again restored and filled with happiness, peace and joy.  David found out that the only way to handle guilt was to get it right with God.  He needed to get his vertical relationship right with God.

Notice verse 1 again: "Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, Whose sin is covered.”

The word "blessed" means "how many are the happinesses of."   Happiness is to be FORGIVEN by God!!  It is like lifting a heavy burden off someone and carrying it away.  Day after day, night after night, David had carried the heavy load of guilt.  But when he confessed his sin, God lifted that heavy burden and carried it away. 

The particular Hebrew word for "covered " that is used in verse 1 means "to lift up and carry away."  It means "covered so completely that they can never be uncovered."  It means "atoned for."  This is the Gospel.  Atonement has been made.  David was saying, "Oh, how happy and at peace is the man who has been forgiven of sin." 

This applies to Justification, too.  To the believer today it means MORE than the mere COVERING  of their sins; That was the Old Testament concept of  “atonement”.  In this church age the believer knows that their sins have been cleansed and put away completely, buried FOREVER in the SEA of God’s forgetfulness!!

God said through Isaiah in Isaiah 1:18: 

”Come now, and let us reason together,'' says the Lord, "Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”

Let’s recap a little more regarding David.  Notice the latter part of verse 1, in Psalm 32:-

" Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, Whose sin is covered.

The word covered means "to conceal."  DAVID had covered his sin through deceit, and GOD uncovered his sin…….;  But when David UNCOVERED his sin through confession, God lovingly COVERED his sin through mercy and grace which resulted in complete forgiveness. 

When DAVID had concealed his sin he was filled with grief, misery and guilt.  But when GOD concealed David’s sin David was filled with happiness, joy and relief!!  God forgave his sins and then turned His sight from them forever.  He covered them, concealed them, and buried them in the sea of His forgetfulness forever!! 

Almighty God speaking through Jeremiah the prophet said in Jeremiah 31:34:-

"… "For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.''

We also read of God’s great  forgiveness of sins in Psalm 103:12:- 

“As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.”

God was saying that after confession, we would never face our sins again.  Notice verse 2: "Blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not impute iniquity…”

Notice the word "impute."  It means to charge to someone's account.  God is saying that when we confess our sins and He forgives our sins, He does TWO things.  ONE, He wipes the slate completely clean, and TWO, He will never charge that sin to our account again.  It means that once you trust Christ for salvation, your SINS will never be credited to your account, because they have already been credited to Christ’s account. (2nd Corinthians 5:21.)

2nd Corinthians 5:21:-

“For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”

Once we are declared justified by God, our record contains Christ’s perfect righteousness and can never again contain our sins.  God does keep a record of our works, for the purpose of rewards when we stand before Christ; but He NEVER keeps a record of our SINS.

Now in closing let me show you something important.  

You may be saying, "I have confessed my sins to the Father, but I still feel so guilty. I still feel like a good-for-nothing scoundrel for what I have done."   

Let me remind you of something that I think can help some of you.  There are TWO people that will deal with you about your sins.  There is the Holy Spirit who will convict and reprove you of your sins, and Satan who will remind you of your sins. 

Speaking of the Holy Spirit, Jesus said in John 16:8:- 

"And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:”

The Holy Spirit convicts of sin, righteousness and judgment. 

Satan is often presented as the accuser of the brethren.  He is always pointing out what you have done and how you have failed.  He tries to tell you that you are a loser when the truth is that it is Satan who has been vanquished and is the real loser!!  Satan loves to bring up our sins and our past against us!!  He often accuses us before our Father in Heaven, too.  At such times, Jesus, our Great High Priest steps forward and declares that ALL of those sins have already been charged to His account!!

I read about a man that went to see a psychologist.  He said: "Doc, you have got to help me with my wife."   The doctor asked, "What's the matter?"   The husband said, "Well, every time we get into an argument she gets historical."   The doctor said, "You mean hysterical."   The husband said, "No, I mean historical.  She drags up my past every time we get into an argument." 

Satan gets historical with us, too.  BUT here is something I want you to understand.  The Holy Spirit only convicts of UNCONFESSED sins.  Satan accuses you of CONFESSED sins.  He is always saying to you:  "You remember what you did." 

Every time God wants to bless you and use you Satan tries to remind you of your past failures.  He tries to keep you filled with GUILT.  But I want to ask you something.  Since God forgives our sin and forgets our sin, then why continue to live under a cloud of GUILT??   Why torture yourself unnecessarily??   Why become a SLAVE of your own guilt??   

Why let guilt take your happiness away and ruin your potential?

Concerning GUILT, there is one more thing I want to say.  It has to do with forgiveness.  

Forgiveness is a three-fold proposition.  

There is the forgiveness of GOD.  

There is the forgiveness of OTHERS.  

And there is the forgiveness of OURSELVES!!! 

It’s true that people can be hard, cold, judgmental and unforgiving, but in most cases, in time, people will forgive.  

There is absolutely no question that GOD will forgive. 

In many cases, what is really needed, is for YOU to forgive YOURSELF!! 

If GOD has forgiven you, surely you can forgive yourself?  IF you have been forgiven by GOD, regardless of what others do or think, you CAN forgive yourself.  You don't have to live filled with GUILT forever.  IF GOD has forgiven you of your sin, then rejoice because your sin has been forgiven FOREVER!!  God's grace and forgiveness never runs out.  It is inexhaustible!!  No matter how terrible the sin, there is always sufficient grace and forgiveness available from our loving Heavenly Father.

The person that has been forgiven of sin need not live in a prison of GUILT any more.   

Jesus Christ has set you free!!  And when HE sets you free, you are truly free indeed.

The good news of the Gospel is that through faith in Christ your sin is freely forgiven and your sin is forever forgotten. - This is an amazing truth.  

You see, even though the sins you have committed are in the past and have been forgiven by God, they are in a sense really never gone.  

Let me explain:

We live in time, but God lives in a timeless eternity.  He sees the past, the present and the future at the same time.  

Think about standing here on Earth and looking up, on a clear night, at the STARS. When you look at a star, even through a powerful telescope, you are not looking at the star as it is now. You are looking at the star as it was a long time ago in the past.  You are looking at light that was sent perhaps millions of light years ago.  

If you could stand at a point in the universe as far away from the Earth as the star Sirius, and if you could zoom in with a telescope powerful enough to see your actions here on Earth, you could watch yourself doing what you did 9 years ago!! - And it would be live!!  

Dr. Irwin A. Moon said:

"Everything you have ever done, you are actually still doing. The ghost of your past haunts the universe." 

So it is an absolutely amazing fact that God chooses to forget our sin after we confess it.  He marks it off His slate as if it never existed, despite the evidence of it.  When God forgives, he blots out the record completely.  He never keeps a book on the believer’s SINS!!

Let me give you an analogy:

Some years ago a wealthy English businessman purchased a Rolls Royce and soon afterward took his new car to France.  When in the south of France, it broke down and he phoned the Rolls Royce people in Britain.  The manufacturer especially flew a mechanic to France and the man's car was repaired.  He expected to receive a sizable bill for this unprecedented service, but as months passed and no invoice arrived the businessman wrote the Rolls Royce Company asking for his account to be rendered.  By return mail he received a courteous note from the company assuring him that they had NO record of anything having gone wrong with his car!  In other words, the Rolls Royce company refused to acknowledge any imperfection or failure in their product. 

That is exactly what happened to David in a spiritual sense.  David quit pretending and wearing a mask and instead he acknowledged his ungodliness.  He confessed everything to God and the result was total forgiveness.  God the Creator would not any longer acknowledge any imperfection or failure in His penitent child.

Beloved, when a man can sin in the scandalous fashion that David did, and still have God write "Not guilty" on his ledger, that is a blessed man.  Did David work for it?  No.  Did he do penance? No.  Did he go on a pilgrimage? No.  Then what did he do?  

He just took God at His Word and accepted the fact that God justifies those who acknowledge their sin and place their faith in the Messiah, Jesus Christ.  

When God does His bookkeeping on our accounts He does it on both sides of the ledger.  He subtracts the guilt from the debit side and He adds Christ’s righteousness to the credit side.  Is it any wonder that David was a happy man!!  

Do you know that, like David, every person is a KING over a kingdom?  Each one holds a certain area of influence.  Our family, our friends, our loved ones are in a sense a kingdom over which we have much influence as a KING.  Let me ask you: What happens to your kingdom when SIN reigns unchallenged in your life?  It falls apart!!  Many things start going wrong.  The wheels start falling off.  And soon you are living a lie while being torn apart by guilt!!

But God offers to restore that kingdom, to build it up again, - to make it real this time, - to heal the relationships and build them on a basis of TRUTH.  

But His holiness and His perfect justice and righteousness requires that we "come clean" with Him about our sins first!!

He also wants us to be free from the GUILT that often enslaves and torments us. - even AFTER sin has been forgiven.

Luther called Psalm 32 "a Pauline Psalm."  It teaches in no uncertain way the same glorious doctrine of justification apart from human merit or human works. 

Augustine of Hippo had these words from Psalm 32 painted on a placard, and placed at the foot of his bed where his dying eyes could rest upon them. 

To countless people they have brought peace and gladness in the knowledge of transgression forgiven and sin atoned for.

MESSAGE 36 – ROMANS 4: 9-12:
9.  “Does this blessedness {happiness} then come upon the circumcised only, or upon the uncircumcised also? For we say that faith was accounted to Abraham for righteousness. 

10.  How then was it accounted? {to him} While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised. 

11.  And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he {already} had while still uncircumcised, that he might be the father of all those who {truly} believe, though they are uncircumcised, that righteousness might be imputed to them also, 

12.  and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also walk in the steps of the faith which our father Abraham had while still uncircumcised.”

You will recall that in verses 6-8 Paul quotes David in Psalm 32:1-2 where he described the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness apart from works.  David described the blessedness of the person whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered and to whom the Lord shall not impute sin.  

Verse 9

Paul now moves from David back to Abraham.  He is asking whether or not the uncircumcised are able to share in the blessedness mentioned by David.  

To the Jews of Paul’s day, such blessedness was strictly confined to the circumcised only.  

Circumcision was adopted by God as a physical sign of the covenant between Him and His people. (Gen.17:10-14)  Thus all descendants of Abraham became known as “the circumcision” and Gentiles were called the “uncircumcision”.  Paul’s argument now returns to Abraham to illustrate that justification by faith is universal. 

Since David has spoken of the joy of the man under law who has been forgiven, the answer of the Jew would be that David belonged to the circumcision and only the circumcision (Jews) could expect this joy.  For this reason Paul returns to Abraham to show that Abraham was justified before the Law was given and also before he was circumcised.

Paul has just told the Jews that getting on a right standing with God is simply a matter of FAITH totally apart from any works.  He tells them that salvation does NOT rest in one's obedience to the LAW.  Neither does it rely on one's good works.  He tells us that such blessings as justification, righteousness, salvation, forgiveness, etc., are all given to us free and clear when we trust Christ as our personal Saviour. 

After telling the Jews that the LAW cannot save and that works won't work either, he proceeds to tell them that circumcision also will NOT get them to Heaven.  You can imagine how this would have sat with these legalistic Jews!!  Well, if the LAW, our WORKS and CIRCUMCISION won't help us to get right with God, then what will?  

That is the question Paul answers in these verses. (verses 9-12)

I find a lot of people today who are very embarrassed by God's emphasis upon circumcision.  Because of their upbringing, these people feel that sex is dirty, and that our sexual organs are never to be discussed or mentioned.  They think that our bodies end at the waist.  That, of course, represents a very twisted view of human sexuality.  

God frequently discusses circumcision.  He chose it as the symbol of this marvellous truth that we are talking about today, and he gave it to the Jews for a specific purpose.  God is not in the least embarrassed by that fact, and I don't think WE should be either. 

Paul anticipated the objections of his Jewish audience and begins to address the issue of circumcision in these verses.  Obviously, the Jewish people attached far more significance to circumcision than WE do in OUR day and time.  Circumcision was the most important religious practice of the Jewish faith.  For the Jewish people of Paul’s day, the significance of circumcision was more than social.  For them, circumcision had come to be the mark of salvation in a man's life!  And this was the problem!!!

For us, circumcision is merely a medical procedure that is performed a few days after a male child is born.  The Jews, on the other hand, attached great meaning to the religious practice of circumcision.  

For instance, Rabbi Menachem wrote, "Our rabbis have said that no circumcised man will ever see Hell."   

A certain Jewish book made the claim that: "Abraham sits before the gates of Hell, and does not allow that any circumcised Israelite should enter there."   

In other words, these Jews attached their eternal security to the religious practice of circumcision.  They mistakenly believed that circumcision guaranteed their entrance into Heaven!!

The whole point here is that, for the Jews, circumcision was far more that a religious practice, it was the point of entrance into a living and true relationship with God.  They were sincere about it, but they were sincerely wrong!!  

We see the same kind of mindset active in our world today.  It isn't about circumcision, but people attach spiritual significance to rituals like baptism, communion, good works, etc.  

The bottom line is that people are confused about this matter of salvation and how to obtain righteousness from God.  They mistakenly believe that human works of the flesh and observance of rituals would do it for them.  But this is simply not true.

Now, Paul takes steps to set the record straight.  Paul tells us again, without mincing any words that Abraham was saved by FAITH alone! – Nothing else!!  Period!!  It was NOT works, it was NOT Law and it was NOT the rite and ritual of circumcision. - It was pure FAITH.  

How did this all come about in Abraham’s life?  Let’s look at a little background.

Being childless at the age of 85, Abram feared that their servant, Eliezer of Damascus, would be their heir, since that was the law at that time.  But God promised Abraham a son and descendants as numerous as the stars.  Humanly speaking, this was impossible, since Sarai his wife had long past the time when she could bear a child.  But in Genesis 15:6 we read that Abraham believed God’s promise, and God immediately declared him to be righteous on account of this FAITH.

Genesis 15:6:-

“And he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.”

The Greek word that was translated "accounted" in our verse 9 is the word "LOGIZOMAI" which is an accounting term that means "to enter in the account book".  Because of Abraham’s FAITH in God’s promise God entered the word, “righteous” in the credit side of Abraham’s record book.  Abraham was now eternally saved!!!  His FAITH in God’s Word changed his life and his eternal destiny forever.

Nothing has changed in this arena.  Salvation is by FAITH alone for everyone who wants to be saved.  Ephesians 2:8-9 makes it clear that it can come about no other way.  Hebrews 11:6 says, "But without FAITH it is impossible to please Him."  

It was Abraham's FAITH that pleased God.  It pleased Him so much that he counted Abraham righteous right then even though Abraham had not yet fulfilled the rite of circumcision and he was not living such a holy life.  Prior to his salvation experience in Genesis 15:6, Abraham was an idolater and worshipped the moon goddess even though he was not deliberately seeking to evade God.  He worshipped the moon goddess through ignorance and lack of knowledge.  

Also, according to Leviticus 18:9, it was an abomination for a man to marry a half sister.  SARAI, Abraham's wife, was his half sister.  They had the same FATHER but different mothers. (Genesis 20:12).  Therefore, Abraham's marriage to Sarai was NOT what pleased God.  Now anyone who really looked at the life of Abraham and the favour that he found with God would have to conclude that it just had to have been Abraham's FAITH that pleased God. 

Works of the flesh will never please Him. - It's the same with any of us.  The only thing that we can do to please God is to put FAITH in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour and then daily to obey God. 

Let’s move on to verse 10.

“How then was it accounted? {to him} While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised.” 

Now, there is another point of confusion for the Jews.  If righteousness was reckoned to Abraham, did it come before or after he was circumcised? 

This was a matter that needed to be addressed for the Jews.  They were pinning their hopes of heaven on a ritual of the flesh.  As a result, many Jews were going to die and be eternally separated from their covenant God.

By the way, things haven't changed!  People are still looking to everything under the sun for salvation!  Multitudes today have made the same or similar mistakes regarding salvation as these legalistic Jews had.  This world is confused about this matter and needs to hear the truth from a redeemed people, and they need to see the truth lived out in the world by those who claim to know Jesus Christ.  Paul had an answer for his generation, I wonder whether we do or not!

Now the question is: 

What was Abraham's condition when he was justified by FAITH?  Was he circumcised, or uncircumcised? 

To answer this question, we need to look no further than the book of Genesis.  When we do, it becomes very clear.

We see in Genesis 15:1 when Abraham was 85 years old that the Word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision and in verse 5 God promised Abraham a son and descendants as numerous as the stars.

Then in Genesis 15:6 we read that Abraham believed God about this and God then credited righteousness to Abraham because of his FAITH.  So Abraham was saved at the age of 85 when he believed God’s promise in Genesis 15:6.  However, he wasn't circumcised until he was 99 years of age which we can see by reading Genesis 17:1-14.
God had promised to give Abraham a son, but sadly, instead of waiting on God to give him a son, Abraham tried to accomplish God's will in the flesh with Hagar, his wife’s maid-servant. (Genesis 16)  As a result of this, a son, ISHMAEL was born when Abraham was 86 years old.  As you are aware, Ishmael is the father of the Arab nations in the world today.

The time between when God counted Abraham's faith for righteousness and when Abraham was circumcised was over thirteen years.  This can be deduced in the following way. 

The instance where God counted Abraham righteous took place in Genesis 15:6, which was BEFORE the birth of ISHMAEL. (Gen. 16:15). 

Abraham circumcised Ishmael the same day that HE was circumcised, which Genesis 17:25 says took place when Ishmael was 13 years old. (Gen. 17:26)
Therefore, the circumcision of Abraham was at least thirteen years and nine months AFTER his justification by FAITH in Genesis 15:6. 

This truth is so simple and obvious that it is amazing that the legalistic Jews had missed it.  Abraham did NOT receive the covenant of circumcision until Genesis 17, which was at least 14 years later according to the Genesis chronology.  Therefore his righteousness wasn’t based on circumcision, but on FAITH.  The FAITH which he had while STILL uncircumcised!!  

The plain fact is that Abraham, the father of all those who believe, was declared righteous by FAITH while he was STILL uncircumcised!!  Therefore the ritual of circumcision CANNOT have any saving value whatsoever.  

Abraham was already God's FRIEND and SAVED 14 years before he was circumcised.  How can anyone then say (as some did in Paul’s day) that Gentiles must be circumcised before God would declare them righteous?  Paul had just blown that fallacy away.  You can see how effectively that wipes out all the arguments of the Jews, from Paul's day on, who claim that it is the ritual that makes you acceptable to God. 

This, of course, also cancels out the modern equivalent of circumcision, water baptism.  People are justified -- made righteous, accepted in God's sight -- NOT by being baptised, but by FAITH in the Lord Jesus, in His work and in His death and resurrection. 

Circumcision was simply a SIGN of something that was already true by FAITH.  

Paul was reminding the Jews, who felt that to be properly righteous in the eyes of God one must be circumcised, that Abram himself was declared righteous in every respect way before he was circumcised.  In other words, Abraham had been declared righteous by God, by his FAITH in God's promises even in his "UNCIRCUMCISION".  In fact, he wasn't even instructed by God to be circumcised until 14 years LATER.

And so, Paul's point to these religious Jews was:-

“Hey, if you're going to pattern your life after who you consider to be "the most important person in the history of Israel, then get your facts straight and pattern your life on FAITH in God as Abraham did, NOT on keeping the law or circumcision as a means unto your salvation.”

Even though the Jews believed that circumcision was required for salvation, the very man they revered so highly was saved long before he was ever circumcised.  This is a truth that needs to be drilled into the head of every child of God!!  Salvation never has been about what we DO, it has always been about WHO we belong to!! 

If we belong to the Lord, then we are saved, forgiven, adopted into the family of God and declared righteous forever.  If we have not trusted in Jesus Christ by FAITH, then we are lost, no matter what works we do!

The whole point of this section is to tell men that salvation cannot be found in the rabbi's knife, the baptismal pool, the communion, church membership, or anything else outside of FAITH.  Salvation can and will continue to be found only in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The apostle John confirms that eternal life is in God’s Son, Jesus Christ.

He says in 1st John 5:12 that, “He who has the Son has life; he who does NOT have the Son of God does NOT have life”.
Acts 16:31 also makes it graphically clear:

"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved.”

This point is proven by taking a moment to look at TWO men in the Bible.

1. The Thief On The Cross - Luke 23:39-43 – 

This man openly confessed Jesus was the holy Lamb of God.  He openly confessed that Jesus was impeccable, and that there was no sin in Him.  This man trusted Jesus Christ for his salvation and he was saved.  Yet, he never went to church, had never partaken of the Lord’s supper, never witnessed, never gave and was never baptised!!  

This man did nothing but place his FAITH in Jesus Christ for salvation and he was saved!  In great pain he turned to the Saviour on the cross beside him and said: "Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.''  Such faith was remarkable.  The dying thief believed that Jesus would rise from the dead and would eventually reign over the world.  Jesus rewarded this dying thief’s FAITH with the promise that that very day they would be together in Paradise.  

All the things the thief never got to do are things we should all do, but not one of those things can save a man's soul!  Only FAITH in Jesus Christ can do that!!

The second example in the Bible is Judas Iscariot - John 6:66-71 – 

This man lived and walked with the Saviour of the world, Jesus Christ for over 3 years.  He was active in our Lord's ministry.  He carried out many rituals and works, yet, Jesus Himself looked at Judas and said that he was a lost sinner!

Friends, it isn't about the things you DO, it is all about Who you know.  You need to know Jesus Christ.  He alone is the door to salvation!

Let’s move on to verse 11.

“And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he {already} had while still uncircumcised, that he might be the father of all those who {truly} believe, though they are uncircumcised, that righteousness might be imputed to them also,” 

Paul moves from defending his position on salvation through FAITH, to telling the Jews how one demonstrates that he is a possessor of righteousness. 

There are two points that Paul makes here that must be noted.  Since circumcision had nothing to do with Abraham’s salvation, why was circumcision given?  It was given as a sign and a seal.  

As a sign, it was evidence that Abraham belonged to God and believed His promise.  

The apostle Paul made it very clear that although Abraham was circumcised, his circumcision was only a SIGN.  

Abraham was justified in the sight of God well before his circumcision and because he was justified he was commanded by God to be circumcised.  The SIGN of circumcision was simply a confirmation of the righteousness that Abraham had already attained by FAITH.  It was meant to be a constant reminder to him of the covenant between God and himself.

For the Jew, circumcision meant the individual was included in that Covenant.  It was never intended to be something that Abraham would boast about or use to show others his holiness. This was private!  In the centuries since, sadly the Jews had come to regard the sign as more important than the faith.  People always seem to exalt the visible at the expense of the invisible.  

No doubt one of the reasons the Lord chose this act as a sign of the covenant instead of some other act was to prevent the very thing that the Jews were doing.  How were you to tell if someone else was circumcised?  That's not the kind of thing that is public knowledge.  It's between God and that individual.  God gave the sign of circumcision because it is a very private act, therefore, He never intended the Jews to use circumcision to judge the righteousness of anyone. 

The ritual of circumcision was to serve as a reminder to the Jews that they were in a vital relationship with God.  And because of this, they were to demonstrate the truth of that relationship by walking with Him in FAITH, day by day!! 

Paul says in verse 11 that circumcision is also a Seal. 

A seal is a guarantee of permanency, just like the procedure of male circumcision.  

For Abraham, circumcision was a sign of God's ownership and a seal of the FAITH he already possessed.  

It was really a seal of what was already true, as in the case of Christian baptism where salvation has already taken place.  Basically, circumcision was meant to serve as a reminder to the Jew that he was supposed to walk in humble submission with the Lord.  It was to be an outward symbol of an inward relationship; - much the same as water baptism.  

Neither circumcision nor water baptism saved man, but both were actions that visually witnessed the sincerity of the believer's faith in God.  But to be baptised before one exercises personal faith in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ is like putting the symbolic cart before the reality horse. It is meaningless!!!  

Paul states in Galatians 5:1-6 that anyone who trusts in circumcision for salvation is fallen from grace; Christ will profit him nothing.

Galatians 5:1-6:- (Living Bible)

1.  “So Christ has made us free. Now make sure that you stay free and don't get all tied up again in the chains of slavery to Jewish laws and ceremonies. 

2.  Listen to me, for this is serious: if you are counting on circumcision and keeping the Jewish laws to make you right with God, then Christ cannot save you. 

3.  I'll say it again. Anyone trying to find favor with God by being circumcised must always obey every other Jewish law or perish. 

4.  Christ is useless to you if you are counting on clearing your debt to God by keeping those laws; you are lost from God's grace.

5.  But we by the help of the Holy Spirit are counting on Christ's death to clear away our sins and make us right with God. 

6.  And we to whom Christ has given eternal life don't need to worry about whether we have been circumcised or not, or whether we are obeying the Jewish ceremonies or not; for all we need is faith working through love.”

Circumcision only had value as long as it was accompanied by a heart walking in surrender and obedience to the Lord! 

Water baptism only has value for us when our hearts are already right with God through salvation which comes by FAITH!

Ephesians 1:13-14 tells us that believers today are sealed by the Holy Spirit of God.   What does this mean?  This means that every true believer receives the Spirit of God as a sign that he belongs to God and that he will be kept safe by God until the time he receives his glorified body.  Just as in legal matters a seal indicates ownership and security, so it does in divine matters.  The indwelling Holy Spirit brands us as God’s property and guarantees our preservation until the day of redemption. (1st Cor. 6:19-20; Eph. 4:30)
I think these truths are clearly illustrated by the wedding ring I wear.  This ring is a symbol of my commitment to my wife. 

When people see it, they know that I am married.  They can see, without even knowing a thing about me, that I am not a free man.  It is a public sign that I belong to another. 

Now, if I slide this ring off, do I become single?  No!  I am just as married whether I have the ring on my finger or not.  Then why wear it?  I wear it because it is a public symbol of my commitment to my wife.  I wear it because I am proud of her and want the world to know that we are one!
Now, just for a moment, suppose some single guy puts on my wedding ring.  Does that mean that he is married to my wife? No!  He would just be wearing the symbol of a commitment that he had never made.

If you can see what I am saying, then you can see the comparison between this illustration and someone who has never been saved, but has been baptised and is an active church member who even participates in Communion.  It just doesn't work unless it is done God’s way!  And this WAY is declared by the Son of God Incarnate, Jesus Christ in John 14:6:

John 14:6:-

“Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”

Ritual without the reality is as useless as a snow flake in Hell.

Let’s move on.

By using the term "father" in the middle of verse 11, Paul is arguing from Abraham's name, which was highly significant to the Jews.  

In fact, names were of supreme significance to Jews in Paul's day as a means of interpreting the Hebrew Scriptures.  This is still true today.  So, Paul argues from Abraham's name.  With that in mind, does the uncircumcised Gentile, have a right to call Abraham "father"?  Yes, but only if he has the same kind of saving faith that Abraham had! 

It all boils down to what you are trusting in for your salvation! 

When the Lord Jesus stood before Pilate, Pilate asked the assembled crowds this question: "What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ?"  The crowd responded that day by telling Pilate to crucify Jesus.  What is YOUR response to that question?  What will YOU do with Jesus which is called Christ?  Your eternal destiny hinges on your answer!!

Let’s move on to verse 12.

“and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also walk in the steps of the faith which our father Abraham had while still uncircumcised.”

Abraham is called "the father of circumcision," for through him the ordinance of circumcision began.  But he is father not only to them who are of the circumcision literally, but to all who have no confidence in the flesh.  He is the father of all who have judged the flesh as weak and unprofitable, and who, like Abraham, trust in the living God.

What about the Jew?  Does he have the right to claim Abraham as his spiritual father?  Again, the answer is "Yes", but only if he can demonstrate the same kind of saving faith that Abraham lived out day by day! 

The whole point here is that if you are really walking in faith, then your life will show it!  You will prove that you are saved, not by what you SAY, but rather by what you DO. (James 2:18.)  Jesus Himself said that a tree is known by it’s FRUIT. (Matthew 12:33)
It must have been a shock for the Jews to hear that Abraham was made right with God by FAITH before he was ever circumcised!  After all, he was just a Gentile until he received the rite of circumcision. 

What these Jews failed to realize is that before Abraham was circumcised in his flesh, God has already circumcised his HEART.  And, that is the circumcision that really matters!!    (Romans 2:28-29)
Romans 2:28-29:-

28.  “For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is that circumcision which is outward in the flesh; 

29.  but he is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God.”

Notice at the end of verse 12 that Paul refers to Abraham as, “our father Abraham”.
“Our father Abraham” is an important phrase, one that the ancient Jews jealously guarded.  They would not even permit a circumcised Gentile convert to Judaism to refer to Abraham as “our father” in the synagogue.  A Gentile convert had to call Abraham “your father” and only natural born Jews could call Abraham “our father.”  

Paul throws out that distinction, and says that through FAITH, all can say, “our father Abraham”.  

Abraham is the earthly father of all Jews by way of Isaac and physical lineage.  But he is the spiritual father of all believers, because the only way to become a believer is the same way he became a believer and that is by FAITH.

Galatians 3:29 says:-

"And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise." 

Abraham is the only member of the human race that was a righteous Gentile and a righteous Jew.  Abraham is thus the father not only of the Jews physically, but of all believers spiritually, Jew or otherwise.  It must have been a big shock for the Jewish readers of Romans to see that Paul calls Abraham the father of uncircumcised people!  

The Bible teaches that FAITH, not circumcision, is the vital link to Abraham.  It is far more important to have Abraham’s faith (and the righteousness imputed to him because of it) than it is to have Abraham’s circumcision.  The way of salvation has always been and always will be through faith alone in the living God.  This is the great secret of life.  

What a change this makes in your motivation if you know that you do not have to earn God's love, God's favour, or God's forgiveness.  It is already yours.  You do not have to earn it, it is yours every day.  As a Christian, you already have the only standing that ever counts, -- your standing before God.  There is nothing I know that will set you free more than that. 

Jesus said in John 8:32: “And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you FREE”. 

And in John 8:36: “Therefore, if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed”.

Have YOU experienced this fantastic freedom?

MESSAGE 37 – ROMANS 4: 13-15:
13.  “For the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not to Abraham or to his seed through {observing the commands of} the law, but through the righteousness of faith. 

14.  For if those who are of the law are heirs {of the promise}, faith is made void and the promise {of God} made of no effect, 

15.  because the law brings about {divine} wrath; for where there is no law there is no transgression {of it either}.” 

As we continue to move through this fourth chapter of Romans, we have been challenged by the life of Abraham.  He was a man who was highly revered by the Jews of Paul's day, and Paul appealed to Abraham's life to teach his readers that salvation was purely the work of God.  Period!!

He has already taught us that works cannot save, verse 1-8; then he showed us that circumcision, the most important religious rite throughout Jewish history could not save the soul. verse 9-12. 

Paul has clearly demonstrated that Abraham was justified by FAITH, not by WORKS.  And he has shown that Abraham was justified by faith 14 years before he was circumcised.  In other words, God did not require Abraham to clean up his act before he could be justified--God took him just as he was.  And, that goes for anyone on earth today, too.  God will accept you as you are, warts and all provided that you place your faith and trust in Christ as your Lord and Saviour.  

Once you're saved you can count on the fact that the Holy Spirit will begin to convict you of harmful habits, unconfessed sin, and the obligations of discipleship.  But He will also give you the power to become all you can and should become.

So justification is by FAITH, not works; nor is it by the ritual of circumcision.  It is not by water baptism, or church membership, or participation in the Lord's Supper, or generous offerings.

In these verses, Paul is going to reveal to us the truth that keeping the Law of Moses or the Ten Commandments cannot save the soul either.  This too is a bankrupt concept.  Sadly, many in our day seem to think that salvation works according to that principle.  Many believe that if they do all the good things and avoid the bad things, then God is obligated to let them into Heaven when they die.  My friends, if you believe that, you are guilty of believing false doctrine and you will die in your sins! 

The truth of the matter is this: nothing you DO can save your soul!  It is not, nor has it ever been, about what you do.  Salvation has always rested on FAITH and a personal relationship with the Son of God Incarnate, Jesus Christ!!  This is the lesson that Paul wants to teach us.  He wants us to learn the truth that the Law is a system of works, while faith is a system that works! 

If you really want to know what faith is, you have to see it in action.  That is why the Apostle Paul, in Romans 4, brings in Abraham, the man of faith.  He is by no means the only man who has faith, but he is pre-eminently qualified as a man of faith.  Looking at Abraham you can learn what faith is. 

In the first part of Chapter 4 we looked at the righteousness of Abraham -- that gift of self-worth that every one of us desperately needs in order to function as a human being.  We found that it comes as a free gift from God when you believe.  Abraham obtained righteousness by FAITH. – Faith in the living God.  

Now we are going to look at the faith of Abraham.  

There are four things that the Apostle Paul points out about Abraham's faith: 

Firstly, we will look at the opposite of faith -- what faith is not.  Sometimes the best way to learn what a thing is, is by learning what it is NOT. 

Second, we will look at the EFFECTS of faith, what faith does, and what it accomplishes. 

Then we will look at what faith actually is -- the NATURE of faith. 

Lastly, we will consider the beneficiaries of faith, or whom faith helps. 

In verses 13-15, we will see what faith is NOT.  But let’s start with verse 13:

VERSE 13:

“For the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not to Abraham or to his seed through {observing the commands of} the law, but through the righteousness of faith.” 

The key that unlocks the door of understanding concerning these verses is the fact that Paul is referring to a promise that God made to Abraham.   What promise does Paul have in mind?

It is the promise that Abraham should be the heir of the world.

Now there is no Old Testament scripture that states in these words that Abraham would be heir of the world.  This exact language is not found in the Old testament, but certainly Paul is speaking here of Abraham being the father of a great posterity.  The closest scriptures would be when the Lord told Abram that he would have numberless posterity, that all the families of the earth would be blessed through him, and that He had made Abraham the father of many nations.

This promise is found in Genesis 15:5-6;  22:15-18:-

5.  Then He brought him outside and said, "Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them.'' And He said to him, "So shall your descendants be.''

 6.  And he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.

Genesis 22:15-18:-

15.  Then the Angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, 

16.  and said: "By Myself I have sworn, says the Lord, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son, 

17.  "in blessing I will bless you, and in multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. 

18.  "In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.''

The Jews had interpreted God's promises to Abraham as being to his physical descendants only.  But in Romans 4:11 Paul says that Abraham is the father of “all those who believe among the Gentiles, though they are uncircumcised, that righteousness might be imputed to them also”.
God’s promise to Abraham was unconditional; it did not depend on any works at all.  God simply agreed to give Abraham a Seed (Christ).  Though he had no child, Abraham believed God, thus believing also in the Christ to come, and he was justified on account of this FAITH.  Abraham's true seed is anyone of any nation or language who places saving faith in Christ as his Saviour.  Hence Abraham is the heir of the world because he is the spiritual father of all believers.

Paul says that this promise is through the “righteousness of faith” that God bestows.  The idea that Paul is trying to get across in this verse is that this promise had nothing to do with the Law at all.  In fact, this promise was given 430 years before the Law was given on Mount Sinai and therefore the Law cannot in any way affect this promise of salvation. (Galatians 3:17)
So righteousness could not come by LAW, - that is very clear.

Paul tells us that faith is not trying to obey and fulfil some kind of law.  It is not doing your best to try to live up to a standard that you think you ought to live up to.  That is the law, and no matter what the law is or where it came from, trying your best to live up to it is NOT faith.  In that case, Paul points out, you are NOT living by FAITH, you are living by WORKS. 

Faith is not expecting God to accept and love you simply because you have tried your best to obey some standard.  In fact, if you live on those terms, you will find that you cannot receive what God wants to give you.  Abraham is proof that this method will never bring you the free gift of righteousness from God.  If you think that God is going to accept, love, and forgive you because you have tried hard to do what you think is right, you are on the wrong track.  It will never work.

Paul's point is that the promise and the Law of Moses are 2 separate events and must NOT be confused.

The promise that Abraham received was NOT based on his goodness, or on his keeping a series of rules.  It was based entirely on his faith in God!  It was based on the character of God, not on Abraham.  God did not look at Abraham and say:

"Abe, you've been a pretty good fellow and you have done all that I asked. Because of that, I am going to bless you with a fantastic promise." 

In truth, like all of us, Abraham failed God on many occasions.  He was merely a frail, imperfect human just like the rest of us.  Yet, he received the promise from God.  It was not based on Abraham’s  goodness, but, it was based entirely on the goodness of God and it came about as a result of Abraham’s faith in God.

Now, if the promises of God do require people to keep the Law of God in order to obtain them, what does that say about the Law and about faith?  

Paul answers that in three short statements that need to be understood.

VERSE 14:  

“For if those who are of the law are heirs {of the promise}, faith is made void and the promise made of no effect,” 

The NAS is closer to the literal translation of verse 14 ... "For if those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise is nullified." 
According to Paul, faith and the Law are mutually exclusive. 

In verses 13 and 14 two important principles are considered. 

One is the Faith/Grace Principle, while the other is the Law Principle, and these two principles are contrary to one another.

The LAW principle says that God's promises can be claimed and appropriated through the keeping of laws and religious practices. 

The faith/grace principle, on the other hand, says that God's promises are claimed and appropriated by FAITH only. 

Now let's understand that both of these principles are good and they operate well within their respective spheres.  

The LAW principle operates when God's promises are conditional.  And some of God’s promises ARE conditional on us doing something, too.  For example, when God says, "Honor your father and mother and you will live long on the earth," the way to realize that promise is to keep that law.

However, many of God's promises, especially His salvation promises are unconditional, i.e. no law-keeping is attached as a condition to their fulfilment.  Instead, simple FAITH is the only condition.  

God promised to Abraham that He would credit righteousness to his account because of his FAITH and He also promised to make him a father of many nations.  These were unconditional promises.  Therefore, no amount of law-keeping could bring about the fulfilment of those promises.  All Abraham was required to do was to take God at His Word and enjoy God's unmerited grace and kindness. 

Now the point of Paul's whole discussion here is that God's salvation promises are conditioned only on FAITH NOT on any law-keeping.  

If a person can become a child of God by keeping the Law, then there's no need for faith, and the promises based on faith are nullified and invalidated.  On the other hand, if a person can become a child of God only by FAITH, then law-keeping can have nothing to do with it.  

You can't mix the two systems in a plan of salvation.  If the promises of God are given out on a merit basis, then faith has no place in our lives!  You cannot have both at the same time.  

In other words, if you can get to Heaven by keeping the LAW, then you do not need FAITH.  Paul says that in that case, “faith is made void”.  This means literally in the Greek that:  “faith has been voided and is in a present state of invalidation.” (Wuess).

If righteousness by the LAW is God's standard then His previous promise was invalidated in the past and is worthless even to this day. 

Paul's point is this: God is certain in His promises, and would never void that which He promised by bringing in another method.  

Nor would God be so cruel!  To promise salvation by faith alone and then later add in "But you must keep this or that Law" would be unfair and destabilising.  

Sadly there are believers today who seem to believe in a cruel and inhumane Father, and these people often prove this by their actions.  They tell unbelievers while witnessing "Accept Jesus Christ as your Saviour, by faith, and you will receive eternal life".  Then, after the new believer accepts this gracious free gift, the misguided believer begins attaching all sorts of provisos and conditions to the original promise.  "To maintain your salvation you must do this and that, and you must avoid and abstain from this and that".  Then they run off a whole catalogue of man-made taboos and regulations that fly in the face of the clear teaching of God’s Word.

Can you not see, my beloved brethren, that attaching amendments and conditions to the Promise is exactly what Paul chides the Jews for doing?  Can you not see that by making man's feeble efforts a part of God’s salvation package cheapens the gift, insults God and in reality voids the Promise? 

What do these legalists fear?  Do they fear that by failing to attach amendments to the Promise that this new believer will act in a way that embarrasses them?  Do they feel that the Holy Spirit is not really able to bring a change about in this new believer?  Do they feel that God is unable to discipline, as a Father disciplines His children, if this believer strays?  What do they fear that they must add to God’s Salvation Promise?  When we do this we perpetrate an injustice on our Father's Word and on our brother or sister in Christ. 

In summary, it all boils down to what a person is trusting in to get them to Heaven.  If I believe that I must do certain things and keep certain rules in order to be saved, then I am relying on the Law for salvation.  Even if I feel that I must still do certain things in my life to remain saved, I am relying on the Law.  If I am trusting things, works and rules to get me to Heaven, then I have nullified the single, essential role of faith required by God.

However, if I am trusting faith to save me, then I know that it isn't what I do, but Who I personally know that makes the difference in my salvation.  

I suppose that people can try to get to Heaven any way they want to.  You can try to be good and get there, or you can try to get there by faith and by trusting Jesus Christ.  But, you cannot have it both ways!  It is either by the Law, or it is by faith!  Which is it for you?

Abraham was saved before he was circumcised and before the Law ever came into effect under the Prophet Moses.  Faith in the promise of God produced salvation, NOT adherence to the Law.  

If the LAW fulfilled the Covenant Promises then the Covenant itself is a useless waste of time.  Find something else to do.  But this is not the case.  FAITH rather than LAW created the salvation relationship that gives us assurance of eternal life.  

If salvation comes about by keeping the Law, then we do not need the promises of God!  What is the point of believing?  If I can please God by behaving right, then I don't need Him to get to Heaven. I can get there on my own, just by doing what is right.  Sadly, your efforts will never work to save your soul!   Why not?  Because no matter how good we try to be, we cannot keep the Law perfectly.  It just won't work!

Now let me help you to understand that: 

If there is anyone here who is quite athletic, I would like you to do something to demonstrate this for us.  I want you to stand here before the pulpit and jump up and touch the ceiling.  If you do that, I promise I will give you 10,000 dollars.  I might have to borrow it, but I will give it to you.  

Are there any volunteers?   I'll even let you stand on a chair.   Who will be the first to try it?   No volunteers?  What if I offer you $20,000.00?  Or maybe $50,000.00?  Let's not muck around. Let’s make it half a million!  Anyone want to try?  Of course not!  And do you know why?  Because it would not matter if I offered you 1 billion dollars, no one in this room, or in this world could do it.  It is an absolute physical impossibility!

So it is with trying to obtain salvation by keeping the Law. 

No person can keep the Law of God 100% of the time!  It doesn't matter how hard you try, you cannot do it!  Basically stated, the demands of the Law are impossible for us to keep!  In other words, we are in deep trouble because we cannot keep the Law.  So what’s the bottom line? 

If you are trusting in your own ability to keep the Law to get you to Heaven, you are in a hopeless and impossible situation.  Let me show you the problem with trying to be good enough to get into Heaven by works or by trying to keep the law. 

James 2:10: "For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all." 

The Law is like a chain of 10 links.  Break one link and the whole chain is broken.  Simply stated, if you only break one area of the Law of God, then you are guilty of breaking it all! 

The core problem is, of course, that God never intended for the Law to bring salvation in the first place, and its misuse was doomed to failure from the beginning. 

Romans 3:20 states ever so clearly:-

"Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight……,”

And in another of his epistles Paul says the same thing:  Listen to Galatians 3:10-11: 

10. “For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to do them.'' 

11.  But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for "The just shall live by FAITH.''

The Law promises eternal life or justification to anyone who can keep it, but no one can, so the promise of the Law is of no effect!  Therefore, we should praise God that salvation does not come by keeping the Law, or by works, or by religious rites or rituals, but simply by FAITH!!

But Paul does not stop there.  He says there is another reason why you will never be able to gain righteousness by trying to meet the requirements of the Law. 

VERSE 15:

“because the law brings about wrath; for where there is no law there is no transgression.”

A third problem with the Law is that it is the basis of our condemnation before God.  The law of God released the wrath of God.  Anyone who seeks to keep the law of God for the purpose of being justified in God's sight, will also release the wrath of God in their life.  Paul says that the Law brings about God’s wrath.  It actually subjects you to punishment if you don't keep it.  And this is what we find.  The Law brings about God’s wrath. 

God’s wrath is defined in the very first chapter of Romans.  It is God's removal of all divine protection -- Wrath is the removal of restraints from human beings.  Three times in Chapter 1 the apostle said, "God gave them up... God gave them up... God gave them over..."  {cf, Rom 1:24, 1:26, 1:28}.  That is wrath.  That is God saying, "You can have your own way.  I will leave you to your own evil devices" 

C. S. Lewis said, very wisely, that the whole world consists of just two kinds of people: 

Those who say to God, "Thy will be done," and those to whom God is saying, "Thy will be done." (“You’re on your own!!”)

That is wrath.  When God removes the restraints, we begin to fall apart and crumble.  Therefore wrath always results in the disintegration of the human personality.  Emptiness, meaninglessness, loneliness, and worthlessness possess us because we feel abandoned and lost.  We do not know where to turn, and despair and depression press down on us heavily.  That is always the case when wrath comes in.  The Law brings wrath. 

Paul amplifies this by saying in the same verse, "Where there is no law, there is no transgression." 

How can Paul say, “where there is no law there is no transgression?”   

Because “Transgression is the right word for overstepping a line, and this for breaking a clearly defined commandment.” (Morris)

Where there is no line, there is no actual transgression.  

Simply put: NO LAW = NO BREAKING OF WHAT DOES NOT EXIST.  

Paul is still explaining why the Law brings wrath. 

“Transgression” means the violation of a known law.  Paul does NOT say that “where there is no law, there is no SIN.  An act can be inherently wrong even if there is no law against it.  

But it becomes “transgression” when a SIGN goes up saying, “Speed limit 60kms/hour.”

The Jews thought they inherited blessing through having the law, but all they inherited was transgression.  God gave the law so that sin might be seen as “transgression”, or to put it another way, so that sin might be seen in all its sinfulness.  

The Law was not given to save men, but to show men that they needed to be saved. (Rom. 4:15).

Where there is no law, people do not deliberately disobey God; they disobey in ignorance.  There are a lot of people today who fall into this category.  

I find many young people who are living in immorality, living together without marriage, in all innocence of any transgression.  I actually believe that many of them have no idea that there is anything damaging or destructive or wrong about this.  Some of them are so ignorant of reality that they actually think that it is not hurting them or anyone else.  This attitude is widespread in our day.  What these people lack is LIGHT.  They have not yet learned that what they are doing will cause them to fall apart.  They don't see that it is destroying them in many subtle and effective ways and that ultimately it will lead them into death and eternal separation from the God who died for them. 

What Paul means when he says, "Where there is no law, there is no transgression," is that SIN is not imputed as transgression when there is no law forbidding it.  

He will expand this idea in Chapter 5 by saying that SIN was in the world during the period from Adam to the giving of the law at Mt. Sinai.  But during that time there was no clearly revealed law of God.  Men did not have a distinct written revelation of divine law.  Therefore, although there was SIN during that time, there was no transgression, because transgression is a violation of a known law.  

When the Law comes in, it makes you aware of what is wrong.  In one sense, that only makes it worse, because then you deliberately begin to disobey what God says.  But the Law also brings hope, because when things get bad enough, you are ready to turn to the way that can deliver -- FAITH in the work of Jesus Christ. 

There are only two things on offer from God to the unsaved today:

1.  A fair trial.

2.  A free pardon which includes the gift of Christ’s righteousness and eternal life with God forever.

If you want to “pass” on the fair trial, and instead take the free pardon, then FAITH alone in Christ alone is the ONLY way it can become yours.

MESSAGE 38 – ROMANS 4: 16-17:
16.  “Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is {thus} the father of us all 

17.  (as it is written, "I have made you a father of many nations'') in the presence of Him whom he believed, even God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they {already} did;”

Paul says: “Therefore it is of FAITH…”
We live in an age of sceptics and cynics.  You can see evidence of this in our language.  Often people will respond to a promised possibility by saying, "I don't believe it!"  They call that reality, but it is really a form of scepticism that has been learned by negative experiences. 

Unfortunately ALL of us have had our share of negative experiences.  And these negative experiences have trained us to look at things in a cynical and suspicious way.  Because we have been disappointed so many times, we are tempted to believe in nothing or no one anymore.  

When asked to believe in a promise for the future, often we respond by saying, "I'll believe it when I see it!"  This, however, is really only a partial truth.  The sad reality of the situation is that even when we do see it we often don't believe it even then.  You can tell that we don't, because we generally say, "I can't believe it!"  This is how we have been trained.  We have learned to have faith and trust in virtually nothing, these days.

Now, I believe that an unwillingness to have faith is itself a negative thing that has been encouraged by Satan.  He wants to keep us locked into an attitude of negativity and unbelief.  He wants us to ignore our Creator and  to continue to believe in a LIE.  Someone said that most people would rather climb a 30 metre pole and believe a lie than stand on the ground and believe the truth…..It's true.  We tend to believe what we want to believe and to disbelieve what we don't want to believe.  And far too often that is based on what we're personally experiencing and how we feel about it.

Many today place their faith in the wrong THINGS and in the wrong PEOPLE.  But the Bible teaches us that true Biblical FAITH is the KEY to everything.  But how does it work?  What is it?  

In a nutshell, 

true Biblical faith is confident obedience to God’s Word in spite of the circumstances and consequences.  

God speaks to us through His Word and we hear and believe His Word.  We trust His Word and act on it no matter what the circumstances are or what the consequences may be.  You see, this kind of faith enables us to understand what God does.  Faith enables us to SEE what others cannot see and as a result, it enables us to DO what others cannot do!!   (Heb. 11:7, 13, 27). 

So, how do we develop this FAITH?  How do we have faith to believe when the situation looks impossible?  How do we learn to walk by faith and not by sight?  The world would say that “seeing is believing”, but the Word of God says that “believing is seeing”.  Is this true?  

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)  

How do we get that kind of FAITH?  We have to believe in the God who makes it all work!!  In other words, we have to believe in the God Who stands behind His Word.  

Paul has said that because Law produces God’s wrath and not His justification, God determined that He would save men by GRACE through FAITH.  He would give eternal life as a free, undeserved gift to ungodly sinners who receive it by a simple act of FAITH.  Our salvation in Christ is by God's GRACE because it's a GIFT from Him.  And as we saw last time you can't earn a gift.  If you could, it ceases to be a gift and then becomes a wage for services rendered. 

True faith brings rich and wonderful rewards both here in time and also in eternity.  Through FAITH in Jesus Christ, you are a part of His family, you are forgiven of all the past and you are guaranteed a home in Heaven.  All that is achieved by FAITH, - not by seeking to earn it.   The promise comes by FAITH.  What works could not do, FAITH does.  That is a fantastic promise. 

Verse 16 begins with:

“Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace,”
Salvation is of FAITH, and nothing else.  We can only receive salvation by the principle of GRACE through FAITH.  The key thing to remember is that the quality of your faith depends upon the OBJECT in which that faith has placed its trust.  The amount of faith you have has nothing to do with it.  That is why Jesus told us that even if we have a tiny FAITH, like a grain of mustard seed, it will work.  It works because God makes it work!!  The OBJECT of your faith is the important thing. 

We are not called to have faith in faith itself.  There are many people teaching the Bible today who seem to be saying that you need to have faith in your faith.  But faith is not convincing ourselves of something that is NOT true, - it is believing in something that IS true. 

Faith is not faith in faith.  There is no merit in faith itself.  You see, there was nothing around Abraham in which he could trust—nothing that he could feel, nothing that he could see, nothing.  All he did was believe GOD. - That’s the KEY!!  When Abraham believed, he did not simply believe only in the promise that God had given to him.  Abraham's basis for FAITH was GOD, in whom he believed.  Abraham believed in GOD Himself. 

GOD must be the clear OBJECT of our faith.  And since Jesus Christ IS GOD, He is the foundation for our faith.  He is the basis for faith and He must be the OBJECT of our faith.  That is why you should not talk about your FAITH; talk instead about the GOD in whom your faith is fixed!  That is what Abraham looked at. 

It is not a question of how little or how big your FAITH is; it is a question of how big your GOD is!  Our faith rests upon the reliability of GOD, not upon the changing feelings of the human heart.  We only put our faith in God's Word because of Who GOD is.  Faith in God's Word is faith in GOD, who stands behind His Word. 

Human words are unreliable and this is because humans are unreliable.  God's Word, on the other hand, is reliable because GOD stands behind it.  It is His unchangeable, infallible Word.  It has authority because He is the ultimate Authority in the Universe.  Therefore, when we choose to believe God's Word, we are choosing to believe in the GOD who stands behind His Word……AND this is exactly what Abraham did!!

Paul had definitively proven in verses 1-15 that Abraham's righteousness was credited by God APART from works, BEFORE circumcision, and BEYOND the Law.  Now Paul can turn to the positive side of the argument and speak plainly about how God's righteousness was infused into Abraham by FAITH according to GRACE. 

The "IT" in verse 16 is referring to Abraham's "righteousness," which is "by FAITH... according to GRACE."
It is by FAITH, because this is the only way for a sinner to be saved. (Num.21; Jn. 3.)  And it is by GRACE, because this is the best way for God to be glorified.  (See Eph. 2; Rev. 4 and 5.)
You will recall that in verses 1-15 Paul identified TWO opposite spheres.  These are:

1.  The “works-circumcision-Law”   

     sphere, and,

2. “faith-promise-righteousness”   

     sphere.

He now clearly proclaims that "GRACE" is associated with the “faith-promise-righteousness” side.
LAW and GRACE are opposed to one another in certain ways.  They do not cancel each other out, they simply do TWO DIFFERENT things.  We need BOTH; we need LAW and we need GRACE.  Do not ever say, "I am under GRACE, therefore I have no need for LAW."  The Bible never takes that position.  It is Law that helps you come to grace, and without it you never would come.  But LAW and GRACE do not have the same functions. 

Paul has told us that salvation by FAITH is far superior to the LAW, because FAITH does what the LAW could never do.  

It is FAITH that lays hold of the promise.  

Paul goes on to say that: “It is of faith that it might be according to GRACE”
Now what is GRACE?

Since "GRACE" is one of those central terms in the New Testament, let's look at what "GRACE" means. 

"GRACE" means "the freely given GIFT of God which is both unmerited and undeserved."  It is bestowed with no reference whatsoever to man's works, his heritage, or his achievements.  He didn't enter into grace by his own efforts, nor can he exit grace by his own disobedience. 

In light of the contrasting spheres Paul defines for us in Romans 4, it is really helpful to see the sphere in which "GRACE" is placed. 

There are TWO mutually exclusive spheres: 

1.  “Works – Wages – Circumcision – 

     Law” on the LEFT side of the stage; 

2.  “Faith – Grace – Promise - The 

     Righteousness of God” on the RIGHT 

     side of the stage. 

The Law was powerless to do many things.  For example:  The Law of Moses required you to love your neighbour, but it did not give you the POWER to do so!! - and to make matters worse, it CONDEMNED you if you failed!!

But under GRACE, you are actually given the POWER to love your neighbor and you are REWARDED by God when you do it!!  You don't do it in order to be saved, but because you ARE saved!!
There is an old hymn that puts it well: 

"Do this and live!" the Law demands, 

 But gives me neither feet nor hands. 

A better word is "Grace doth bring." 

It bids me fly, but gives me wings.” 

Thus, "GRACE" means "the free gift of God, unrelated in any way to works or self-effort on the part of MAN”.  It is enrichment that we don’t deserve; it is, “God’s riches at Christ’s expense.”
Since salvation is undeserved, (we are sinners!), and is based entirely in the GRACE of God, (Eph. 2:8-9), it totally rules out the idea of working, or of performing, to obtain salvation.  If you and I had to earn the standing that we have before God -- not only at the beginning of our Christian life but every day through it -- we would certainly fail somewhere along the line.  If it depended upon us, somewhere we would blow it and lose the whole thing. 

But if it comes by GRACE, - if it is purely a gift and it does not depend upon us at all but upon GOD alone, then it is guaranteed to us -- because He is NOT going to fail.  He is the Author and Finisher of our faith.  He never does things by half measures.

If salvation comes by GRACE through FAITH alone, then my works have no bearing whatsoever on my salvation!!!  If I sin, I will be chastened, but I cannot lose my salvation, because it is not mine to lose!  The Bible says that I am kept for eternity by the power of God and nothing can ever change that fact. 

So, we can see that "GRACE" is intimately linked to the idea of God's promise to Abraham and to his descendants, AND to the righteousness credited to the believer as a GIFT.  But what does all this matter to us today?  A great deal, as the next phrase tells us: - righteousness is by FAITH, according to GRACE, "So that the promise might be sure to ALL the seed" 

The promise can only be sure if it is according to GRACE.  Simply put, IF the promise was rooted in anything else but God's GRACE, His freely given GIFT, there is no way the promise could be certain to ALL the descendants who followed Abraham's FAITH.  

IF it were related in any way to anything Abraham had done for himself, or to Abraham's racial identity as a Jew of the chosen nation, then everyone following him would have to be a JEW like Abraham, or DO what Abraham did.  Thus, the promise would be dependent on human genetics or human choice.  If this were true, God could never guarantee the promise to be "sure to ALL" the descendants, because of our free will: - we would undoubtedly discover a wrench to throw into the works.  

Only if righteousness is the free gift of God could the promise be guaranteed to ALL the seed.  

Any other conditions would have imported an element of insecurity because man's choices lead him out of kilter with the truth.  But the certainty of this promise down through the generations even right up to this moment is based on FAITH alone, according to God's GRACE, - not human genetics nor human choice.  So, if we are to inherit the promise and blessing of Abraham, we must follow his FAITH.  

Since the promise is according to GRACE and not circumcision or law-keeping, then it may be extended to those who are of the FAITH of Abraham, even if they are not of his lineage.  A Gentile could say, “I am NOT a Jew, I am not of the LAW; - but I AM of the FAITH of Abraham,” and he would be just as saved as a Jewish believer in Jesus Christ would be.

The model then is: OUR FAITH + GOD'S GRACE = THE PROMISE (Christ’s righteousness and His spiritual life)

Paul says that Abraham is:

“The father of us all”: 

Abraham is the spiritual father both of Jewish and Gentile believers.  He is equally in this sense the father of all believers. (Rom. 4:16; Gal. 3:7, 29).  

Paul has made it clear that a true Jew, by New Testament definition, is a person who has the FAITH of Abraham and who has been justified by God. (Romans 4:16). 

Do you remember what Paul said in Romans 2:28-29?
Romans 2:28-29:- (Amplified Bible)

28. ﻿“For he is not a [real] Jew who is only one outwardly and publicly, nor is [true] circumcision something external and physical.﻿
29. ﻿But he is a Jew who is one inwardly, and [true] circumcision is of the heart, a spiritual and not a literal [matter]. His praise is not from men but from God.﻿”
Romans 9:6-8 tells us that those who believe on God's Son are TRUE Jews. 
Instead of the Jew complaining because Abraham was NOT saved by LAW, he ought to rejoice that God’s salvation is available to ALL men, and that Abraham has a spiritual family (all true believers) as well as a physical family (the nation of Israel).  It's no wonder that Paul was stoned and mocked by the self-righteous Pharisees and Sadducees of his era.  Imagine, God's love extends to all men, not just the Jews!! 

How about you, do you accept this as truth?  Or do you feel that God's love only extends to the good people to whom you attend Church with?  There was racism in Paul's day just as there's racism in our day.  I pray that it does not permeate our Church. 

You can see that this makes Abraham's faith the supreme Biblical example of faith.  

To understand faith is to see faith defined, illustrated, and applied in the life of Abraham.  

But that makes us immediately ask:  

“what did Abraham's faith look like?”   

“In what or whom did he believe, in order to be declared righteous by God?”

That is exactly the question Paul brilliantly answers for us in verse 17.  In fact, I am not sure there is a better definition of the content of our faith found anywhere in the Bible.  Nor is there a better summary of God's character found in the New Testament.  Circle this verse and ponder it whenever you can, because it will open a whole new world of hope and certainty of which you may have been unaware.

Verse 17:

(as it is written, "I have made you a father of many nations'') in the presence of Him whom he believed, even God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they {already} did;

To confirm Abraham’s fatherhood over all true believers, Paul injects Genesis 17:5 as a parenthesis:

(as it is written, "I have made you a father of many nations'')

God’s choice of Israel as His chosen, earthly people did not mean that His grace and mercy and salvation would be confined to them only.  The apostle ingeniously quotes verse after verse from the Old Testament to show that it ALWAYS WAS God’s intention to honour faith wherever He found it.

The phrase, “in the presence of Him whom he believed ” continues the thought from the previous verse 16:  

“Abraham, who is {thus} the father of us all”

The connection is this:

Abraham is the father of us all in the sight of Him (God) whom he (Abraham) believed.

In the sight of God, Abraham, though not literally our father by natural generation, is the spiritual father of all who believe.  You see, God saved Abraham by FAITH alone and this same faith characterizes all believers.  It is faith alone in Christ alone that saves the soul….Nothing else!!  Twenty-one times in Hebrews 11 you find the same words “by FAITH.”
If you are a Jew, you are a child of Abraham physically; but are you a child of Abraham spiritually? 

Abraham is the father of all who believe on Jesus Christ and are justified by FAITH. 

If you are a Gentile, you can never be a natural descendant of Abraham; but you can be one of his spiritual descendants. 

Look to your spiritual father, Abraham, as an example of saving and living FAITH.  He believed because God said it was so.  I do not advocate an ignorant faith, and neither did Abraham.  He believed because he heard God promise it.  I believe because I see it promised in God's Word.  How about YOU?

Paul goes on to say:

“who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they {already} did;”

God’s life-giving power is demonstrated in the manner in which He can give life to the dead and call those things which do not exist as though they did. (such as our righteousness).  

To understand this description of God, we only have to look at the verses that follow. (and we’ll do that next week)

The phrase, “gives life to the dead” here refers to Abraham and Sarah.  Although they were not dead physically, they were childless and were beyond the age when they could have children.  In effect, they were sexually dead.

During the birth of Isaac, Abraham had to choose to believe that God could make his old, "dead" body able to produce sperm, and the "dead" womb of Sarah able to conceive and carry a child years after menopause.  And God did bring life out of deadness, his and her's.  

Then, when Isaac was a youth and God asked Abraham to sacrifice Isaac, Abraham was willing to do so because he believed in the God who resurrects death into life, who could easily bring Isaac back to life. 

This is what God does throughout the Scriptures: 

God took a dying nation, bereft of its sons by the massacre of Pharaoh in the time of Moses, and gave it new life through deliverance from Egypt. 

God then took that same nation trapped in the jaws of death between Pharaoh's army and the Red Sea, and He brought them miraculously through the waters. 

God answered the prayer of a dying man named Jonah in the belly of a fish, and gave him new life. 

God gave Ezekiel the vision of the valley of dry bones, and how He resurrected them, as the defining vision of the nation's future. 

Then God brought life to the dead when He raised Jesus Christ on the third day. 

This "One bringing life to the dead" describes God's RESURRECTION power.  

Death is never the end for Him; it is the beginning of His most significant works.  Death is for Him the raw material from which He produces LIFE.  Death does not scare Him the way it scares us.  Instead, He rolls up His sleeves and takes the dead lump of clay to begin to work LIFE into it once again, just like JESUS did when He called to Lazarus, and just as the FATHER did when He raised Jesus.  Our God is a God of resurrection. 

Abraham believed in the God of Resurrection Power.  This is the glorious content of Abraham’s saving faith.  He believed in the God who brings LIFE to the dead and who calls into being that which did not exist before. 

The words, “calls into being those things which do not exist as though they {already} did;” refers to the birth of Isaac, and the numberless posterity involving many nations.  God says things are so before there is physical proof that they are so. 

 I’m grateful when God speaks about ME as, “righteous, justified, glorified and seated in Heavenly places”.  God can talk about such things before they exist because He knows they WILL exist!!

The same thing was done at creation. (Genesis 1).
In the book of Genesis, it is recorded that God said, "Let there be..." and there was.  Over and over, for a week, God said, "Let there be..." and there was.  Until, after six days, He rested.  He calls into existence the things that do not exist…. He is a creative God. 

Beginning with a chaos that was empty and dark, our God stepped in by His Word and repudiated the darkness by creating LIGHT, filling the emptiness with teeming life, and redeeming the chaos into a system of perfect order that boggles the greatest minds even today.  

God "called" each created item into being from nothingness, - thus that which had no being suddenly was given being by His Word. 

Genesis is a book all about God's creative beginnings: the beginning of creation, the beginning of a great promise, the beginning of a nation, the beginning of a chosen lineage. 

This "calling into being that which did not exist" is God's CREATION POWER.

Thus, Abraham believed in the God of Creation power and Resurrection power. 

If you really want to know the heart of our God, just turn to the first page of your Bible.  That is where He introduces Himself, as a God who repudiates darkness with light, who fills emptiness with abundant life, and takes chaos and redeems it into order.  He is the One who uses chaos, emptiness and darkness as His ingredients in producing light, life and order by the power of His Word.  He is the One who can change your life forever!!

As Abraham believed in the Creator, Who by the way, is none other than the eternal Son of God, so must we.  That is the kind of God that Abraham had: The God who gave life to the dead and who called into existence things that did not exist.  It was that God in whom Abraham fixed his faith. 

FAITH saves because faith looks beyond the weakness and sinfulness of man.  FAITH looks to a God Who has the power to make the dead sinner alive and Who has the power to take that person to Heaven. 

Through the cross of Christ and His resurrection, God takes those dead in trespasses and sins and makes them alive in Christ as they turn to Him in faith.  He takes our spiritual death and makes us spiritually alive in complete new identification with our risen Christ.  And that is eternal life indeed, a life of abundance which transcends time and overcomes death forever!! 

Truly, truly, we can all say together: our God is a Resurrecting God!!!

We hold to a God who looms larger than what we see.  We focus NOT on things the way they seem, but on GOD the way He is.  

As Abraham's faith was, so shall our faith be in Christ.

So, the faith of Abraham rests on the righteous character of the only God the universe has ever seen or ever will see Who brings life to the dead and calls into being that which previously did not exist!   What does all this mean for us today? 

Simply this:  

If we ever hope to dwell in Heaven, then we must learn the valuable lesson that it will only happen when we trust and believe in Jesus Christ by FAITH.  Your good works and your good intentions will NOT save you. 

However, when your FAITH is placed in Christ for salvation, you are declared righteous by God, you are accepted by God, and you experience something that the LAW could never produce.  

At the moment of salvation, you are given the very life and righteousness of Christ, and God the Holy Spirit begins the work of changing you from the inside out! (Galatians 2:20)
Keeping the Law demands outward change, but it can never change the heart.  This illustrates the basic problem with the Law: - the Law cannot change the sinner and it cannot make him or her spiritually alive. 

The law says: “DO and live” whereas faith says: “BELIEVE and live”.

All the Law can do is point out our weakness and remind us of impending judgment.  Salvation, on the other hand, changes the heart, which produces outward change with little effort on the part of the child of God. 

Where is your faith this morning? 

Does it rest in the futility of the Law and in doing good?  Does it rest in your own mistaken idea that somehow you can impress God through your own merits?

Or, does it rest in Jesus Christ and His precious shed blood? 

Your eternal destiny hinges on your answer!

MESSAGE 39 – ROMANS 4: 18-19:
18. “In hope against hope he believed, in order that he might become a father of many nations, according to that which had been spoken, "So shall your descendants be."

19. And without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as dead since he was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah's womb;”

In the preceding verses Paul has emphasized that the promise came to Abraham by FAITH and not by Law that it might be by GRACE and that it might be sure to all the seed.

What was the promise anyway?  

To answer that, we need only turn back to the book of Genesis 12:1-3;  13:14-18;  15:2-6;  17:15-22;  21:1-8.
In Genesis 12 and even more clearly in Genesis 15, God told Abram that he would have as many descendants as there are stars in the heavens. 

Abram was a mighty man of faith and one of the most important men in history.  Three world religions; - Judaism, Christianity and Islam venerate him.  

The name, “Abram” meant “exalted father” or, “father of many”.  God had promised Abram posterity as numberless as the stars and the sand.  The only problem was that Abram was 85, his wife Sarah was 75, and they had no kids.  And that was in a day and time when having no kids was viewed as a curse!! 

Dr. Barnhouse has suggested that perhaps a thousand times Abram had entertained strangers in his tent, and as middle easterners always do they would exchange personal information: 

"What is your name? How old are you? How long have you lived here? How large are your herds?"

When Abram would give his name, his guest would say:

"Oh, your name is Abram, “exalted father”? Congratulations!  And how many sons do you have?" 

And the answer was always quite humiliating, "Uh, I don't have any yet." 

How many times was Abram the brunt of snide remarks and insensitive humour regarding his name?  And every year that passed lessened the possibility of ever having a child--until nearly all hope was gone.  

Humanly speaking, the chances of Abraham having posterity as numberless as the stars and the sand were all but hopeless.  It was unthinkable that a man 99 years old could beget a child in the womb of his wife who was 89 years old!!  From a reproductive point of view, both of them were dead.

But Abraham did not look at his own personal inability.  

He was nearly 100 years old and was sexually dead but that problem was God's problem, not his!!  

He did not see God's promise as impossible.  

With man many things are impossible. That is part of the reality in which we live.  To deny it is to delude ourselves. But with God, ALL things are possible.

Mark 10:27:-

“But looking at them, Jesus said, "With men it is impossible, but not with God; for with God all things are possible.''

There are times when God asks His people to trust Him for the impossible, and when He did so with Abraham, Abraham believed.  He believed in the God who always stands behind His Word.  He believed in the God of creation and of the resurrection.

But have you ever noticed that God often has a different timetable to ours?  

Have you ever noticed that God Who lives in a timeless eternity is not in a hurry?  

 

For example:

It took 40 years for Moses to receive his commission to lead the people out of Egypt. 

It took 17 years of preparation before Joseph was delivered from slavery and imprisonment. 

It took 20 years before Jacob was released from Laban's control. 

Abraham and Sarah were in their old age when they finally received the son of promise, Isaac. 

So why isn't God in a hurry?

God called each of these servants to accomplish a certain task in His Kingdom, yet He was in no hurry to bring their mission into fulfilment.  Why do you suppose that was?  Well, firstly, He desired to accomplish what He wanted in them.  

God does answer prayers, however, He often says in effect:

“You shall have your request, but not right now.  Firstly, I want to take you through a valuable learning curve .  I want to take you through a special training and learning process that will glorify Me and bring joy and spiritual growth and maturity to you.”

The problem is that we are often more focused on the outcome than the process that He is accomplishing in our lives each day.  When we experience His Presence daily, one day we wake up and realize that God has done something special in and through our lives.  However, the accomplishment is no longer what excites us.  Instead, what excites us is knowing Him more closely. 

Through those times, we become more acquainted with His love, grace, and power in our lives.  When this happens, we are no longer focused on the outcome because the outcome is a result of our walk with Him.  It is not the goal of our walk, but the by-product. 

Hence, when Joseph came to power in Egypt, he probably couldn't have cared less.  He had come to a place of complete surrender so that he was not anxious about tomorrow nor his circumstances.

This is the lesson for us.  

We must wait for God's timing and embrace wherever we are in the process.  

When we find contentment in that place, we begin to experience God in ways we never thought possible.  

Let me just encourage some of you who have been waiting on the Lord to move in your life.  

He hasn't forgotten about you!  

As His child, you are the apple of His eye!!  

If He has made you a promise, then you can count on that promise being fulfilled in His time.  

Don't give up, don't despair, but trust in Him believing that He will bring it to pass; - but according to His timetable, not necessarily yours!!

Don’t become impatient.  It may lead you to doing something rash and wrong.  For example: We should certainly copy Abraham’s FAITH; but not his impatience.  You see, Abram did not wait for God's timing regarding a son through Sarah.  The restlessness of the sin nature caused both Abram and Sarah to sin against God through a lapse in patient trust in Him.

Abram was 85 when Sarah his wife was so humiliated by having no children that she pushed her husband into the arms of another woman.  She gave her maid Hagar to Abram so that he could have a child by her.  Rather than wait for God to put forth His power and give him a son by Sarah, Abram yielded to this temptation.  And when the news spread that Hagar was expecting his child, Abram gained a little more respect in the community.  But the child born, Ishmael, was NOT  the “son of promise”.

In the twisted way of thinking so prevalent in those days (and increasingly so in ours) Abram had proved he was a man, and when a guest said to him:

"Father of many? Congratulations! How many sons do you have?" he could at least say, "One. I have one son."

But what may have been good for Abram's self-esteem became very bad for Sarah's, for it proved that it was she who was sterile. 

When Hagar became pregnant to Abram, she looked down in distain on her mistress Sarah.  Their relationship had badly soured.  Sarah grew to despise Hagar and eventually drove her and her son Ishmael into the wilderness.  By the way, this illustrates the conflict between LAW and GRACE.  They cannot cohabit and Paul makes this very point to the Galatians in Galatians 4:21-31.
So Abram's faith was not perfect and there would have been times when doubt crept into his life, but his faith was still there. 

Beloved, faith is a battle.  Faith is a struggle.  Sometimes your faith will be tested.  There will be doubts and there will be times when we will feel like giving up to those doubts, but real faith never gives up.  It always rests in the knowledge that God will do exactly what He has promised to do!  All we need do is believe God and trust in Him.
Paul says that in hope against hope Abraham still believed.  

Believed what?  He believed that God would make him the FATHER of many nations.  This word is in a tense that suggests that he believed God when he received the promise and he kept on believing until the promise was fulfilled.  That is the kind of faith that sees mountains moved!

Beloved, there are times when you cannot give scientific fact, nor supporting documentation for what you believe.  Hebrews 11:1 says that faith is the  evidence of things not seen.  There may be times when apologetics fail, and times when the incorrigible refuse to give an inch.  At those times remember Abraham and remember these two powerful words:  “I Believe”. 

It was God Himself Who challenged Abraham in Genesis 18:14 with the words, “Is anything too hard for the Lord?”
Belief doesn't rely on the outward, on the scientific, or on the acceptable.  Belief is faith that God can surely do what He says, - that God is indeed faithful to His Word and to His promise.  Abraham's faith was based on God's Word and on the promise he had received.  

Every word of God is alive and powerful and contains the power of God to bring that word to pass.  

I wouldn’t dare suggest that Abraham’s hope never wavered.  It did, indeed, and that's what gives us a lot of comfort, because there may be times when our faith may waver, too.  We need to remember that whenever you have faith or are called to exercise faith, there will be obstacles.  Abraham teaches us this. 

There are many difficult obstacles, and Abraham faced two of them: 

The first barrier that we all face is circumstances.  Simply put, we look at our lives and wonder how anything can possibly be done in our situation.  This is precisely what Abraham did.  What were the hopeless circumstances Abraham faced? 

Paul tells us there were two: 

Let’s look at the first one which was Abraham's body and Sarah's womb. 

God had made a promise to Abraham that he would become the father of many nations.  His name “ABRAHAM”, meant “father of a great multitude.”   He had that name given to him by God prior to the birth of Isaac.  And it was the name he used with confidence.  But Abraham was very old and so was his wife.  He was about a hundred years old and sexually dead when God reaffirmed His promise to him.  His wife, Sarah, was about 90 years old. 

How could any person have a child that late in life?  This would surely be a record for the Guinness Book of World Records.  In the Guinness Book of World Records it lists many records for achievement.  

What does it list as the weight of the heaviest man?   He weighed 48     4.8 kgs. 

How tall was the tallest man?  He was 8' 11". 

What is the world's record for bearing children?  It lists it at 69 children.  The record states that a Russian peasant women achieved this great honour.  She had eight sets of twins, seven sets of triplets, and four sets of quadruplets.  And this leaves another 16 individual births.  She was pregnant over 35 times.  I think she will probably keep that record intact. 

But where the Guinness Book of World Records is wrong is that it states that the oldest mother gave birth in October, 1956 at the age of 57.  Sarah would beat that record by a very comfortable margin!!  Sounds incredible, doesn't it?  It does today and it did then!!

The Word of God says that contrary to Hope, against all hope, Abraham still believed God’s promise.  The promise of God hung on the fact that there must be a child born to Abraham and Sarah.  

Through that child would come ALL the descendants from the nations of the world that would be blessed by Abraham.  

And, more important yet, through that child would come the Seed, which was Jesus Christ, whom Abraham saw and rejoiced in, and Who would make possible the free gift of righteousness. 

Everything hung on the birth of a baby between Abraham and Sarah. 

Just put yourself in Abraham’s position for a moment:  Abraham looked at the circumstances and saw his hundred-year-old body and the barrenness of Sarah's womb.  She was ninety years old and had never had a baby.  They had been trying for years and years, but no baby had come.  These appeared to be hopeless and impossible circumstances.  Most people would have given up!!  But Paul says that Abraham was not weak in faith. 

The word "weak" means to be feeble.  Abraham’s BODY may have been weak, but his FAITH wasn’t!!  He understood that the strength of faith was not in Him but in the Lord.  Hence, there was not inner doubt but outward faith.  You see, true faith originates with God not with us.

Abraham is told that he will be this father of many nations through a son he would have through his wife Sarah.  However, at the time of this promise from God, Abraham is still without a son through Sarah and he's now almost 100 years old.  And Sarah is also no spring-chicken. 

Listen to what God tells Abraham in Genesis 17:15-17:-
15.  “Then God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah {Princess} shall be her name. 

16.  "And I will bless her and also give you a son by her; then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples shall be from her.'' 

17.  Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, "Shall a child be born to a man who is one hundred years old? And shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?''

Abraham laughed; he laughed in joyful wonder, - not in unbelief.

Thirteen years have passed since Abraham had a son by Hagar.  He's now 99 and his wife is 90.  Whereas Abraham did have a son at 86 despite the seeming hopelessness, the picture has significantly deteriorated in the meantime.  His own evaluation of his 99-year-old body was, "as good as dead." Or, “already dead”.  Sarah, of course, besides being infertile, is now so far beyond the child-bearing age that her womb is also dead. 

The point Abraham was making was that as far as having the ability to produce a child to a woman whose womb had been dead even in her youth, HOW will she bear a child at the age of 90? 

It’s worth noting that Abraham did not deny his seemingly hopeless circumstances.  But he didn’t dwell on the hopelessness of the circumstances in which he found himself.  Instead, he chose to believe in the God who is far greater than circumstances.  The Bible says that he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead - and that Sarah's womb was also dead. 

This is an important truth. 

Faith is NOT ignoring our circumstances, but believing God anyway, despite the circumstances!!!  Sometimes that is hard to do.  But that is precisely what God challenged both Abraham and Sarah to do.

Abraham didn't look at the impossible odds, but dwelt on the fact that God was his Creator.  He considered the facts, and considered his awesome faithful God, and acted on them according to His belief in God. 

FACT: You're too old to have a child and Sarah's dead womb from youth cannot produce a child. 

FACT: God made a promise that you will have a child to Sarah. 

FACT: God has the power to bring life from death and call those things which do not exist as though they did. 

FACT: God is faithful to His Word. 

FACT: With God, nothing is impossible.

Abraham understood that when God spoke to him He had the ability to perform that which He promised.  And so Abraham had a choice.  He could either be crippled in unbelief as he tried to reason with himself about his inabilities, or he could take God at His Word and trust God no matter what.

Abraham knew that as Creator, God could cause time to run forward or backward.  

He knew that as God, He gives life to the dead and calls into being that which does not exist.  

He didn't stop and ask God to show him scientific proof for what He Promised.  He simply believed God.  That’s it!!

Beloved, there may be times when your faith is ridiculed and laughed at by family and friends.  God came to Abram when he was 99 and told him He was going to change his name from Abram to Abraham.  Imagine what his family and friends must have thought when he broke the news to them!!  They all knew that his name, Abram, father of many, had been somewhat of a thorn to him.  So we can imagine the stir of interest and curiosity when he announced, "My name has been changed."  Perhaps there were some who said to themselves with a laugh and a giggle: 

"The old man couldn't take it. It finally got under his skin. After all, to be father of nobody for 85 years, and then to be the father of only one, having a name like his must have its rough moments.  So he is going to change his name.  I wonder what it will be this time."

And then the old man spoke: 

"I am to be known as Abraham---father of a multitude; I will be a father of many nations." 

We can almost hear the silence of the stunned moment as the truth breaks upon them. 

Father of a multitude?  Father of many nations??"

Then the laughter breaks forth behind the scenes. 

"The old man has gone crazy.  He had one child when he was 86, and now at 99 he is beginning to get ideas.  Father of a multitude?  Was there ever anything more ridiculous for a man of his age?" 

But in hope against hope Abraham believed God’s promise.  

Beloved, the person who has true faith isn't afraid to say:  “I believe”.  If we DOUBT God’s goodness and power, we will have no stability in time of trouble.

James 1:5-6:-

5.  If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 

6.  But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.” 
Faith is to a Christian what a foundation is to a house: it gives confidence and assurance that he will stand.  He will stand firm in his faith as long as he continues to believe that God stands behind His Word. (which of course, He always does)

No amount of GOOD WORKS can compensate for lack of faith!!

God is always ready to answer our prayers.  But FAITH is the vehicle that engages trust in God's readiness to answer our prayers.  It is the central requirement for answered prayer.  

After all is said and done, when a person refuses to believe God, he is actually calling Him a "LIAR"!!

1st John 5:10 says that…"he who does not believe God has made Him a liar.." 

How do you suppose God can be pleased with people who call Him a liar??

FAITH is the only thing that puts God in His rightful place, and at the same time, puts man in his place, too.

C.H. Mackintosh says: "FAITH glorifies God exceedingly because it proves that we have more confidence in His eyesight than in our own."

Knowing that God cannot lie, and knowing that God was able, Abraham in faith believed the promise, and in so believing was saved.  What does all that say to us?  

The application to salvation is clear: 

God must wait until the sinner acknowledges his own helplessness before He can release His saving power.  As long as the lost sinner thinks he is strong enough to do anything to please God, he cannot be saved by GRACE.  

It was when Abraham admitted that he was “dead” that God’s mighty power went to work in his body.  It is when the lost sinner confesses that he is spiritually dead and unable to help himself that God can save him.

The Gospel is “the power of God unto salvation” because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (Rom. 1:16)
The believer, like Abraham, must ask in faith without considering the obstacles that seem insurmountable.  The man who wavers, looking for proofs beyond God's Promise, will have no promise of blessing from God.  By his own faithlessness he robs himself.  Trusting God is faith and without faith, it is impossible to please God. (Hebrews 11:6) 

Can God bring to life those who are dead in sin? You bet! 

Can God deliver us from those things in our lives which enslave us and drag us down? You bet! 

Can God come to our aid when the world attacks us and our faith? You bet! 

What is it today that you think God can't do?  If He is for us who can be against us? 

Trust Him with all your heart.  Don't waver in doubt and unbelief.  But if you find yourself wavering call upon the Holy Spirit to be the Comforter and guide and strength He promises to be.  It all comes down to trust and faith in our God Who is able to perform all that He has promised in Christ. 

Give glory to God and live in the reality of His might and His ability to give life to the dead and lead us in His victory in Christ Jesus. 

Faith is confidence in the trustworthiness of God. It is the conviction that what God says is TRUE; - and what He promises WILL come to pass.  Faith begins where possibilities end!!

This world says, “seeing is believing”, but God says, “believing is seeing”.

MESSAGE 40 – ROMANS 4: 20-25:
20.  “yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief, but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God,

21. and being fully assured that what He had promised, He was able also to perform.

22. Therefore also it was reckoned to him as righteousness.

23. Now not for his sake only was it written, that it was reckoned to him,

24. but for our sake also, to whom it will be reckoned, as those who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead,

25. He who was delivered up because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our justification.”
In chapter 4, Paul answers the question: “Does the Gospel agree with the teachings of the Old Testament?”

The answer to this question would have been of special importance to the Jewish people.  Paul conclusively proves his point by referring to two of the greatest figures in Israel’s history.  Abraham and David.

We are continuing our study to see that Abraham was saved by faith alone and NOT by any works of any kind.  Abraham simply believed God and he believed God’s promises to him. – and God credited righteousness to him on account of this FAITH.  

Abram was 75 years old when the Lord first promised him that he would have a child and that all the nations of the earth would be blessed through him. (Genesis 12:1-4) 

He was 99 years old in this instance which Paul is citing, and Sarah was 90 years old. (Genesis 17:1; 17).  Yet, he didn't even take into account the seeming impossibility of what God had promised him. 

It’s true that Abraham was strong in faith but the thing that made him strong in faith is the fact that he kept his MIND stayed on God's promise.  Not only did he keep his mind stayed on God's promise, he kept his mind OFF anything which would have been contrary to God's promise.  Therein lies a major strength and key regarding faith.

Many people desire the same strong faith that Abraham had, but very few desire to control their thinking the way Abraham did.  Faith is a direct result of what we think on.  If you think on God's Word, FAITH comes. (Rom. 8:6; 10:17).  If you think on other things, unbelief and fear come. 

Romans 8:6:-

“For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.”

The mind-set of the flesh is death as far as both present enjoyment and ultimate destiny are concerned.  But the indwelling Spirit of God in believers is the guarantee of LIFE that is life indeed, of peace with God, and a life of tranquillity.

If you want the faith of Abraham working in you, then think the way he thought and never consider anything except God's Word and you will be strong in faith.

Did you know that what you put into your mind has a PROFOUND effect on what you think and the person you become??  

God warned Cain to focus his mind on the right things, but Cain chose to think about the wrong things such as anger and jealousy which led to his murderous actions and a lifetime of misery for him.  

Why get trapped and overcome by negative and disabling thoughts when you are capable of getting out of your despair, hopelessness, and anger - by taking control of your thoughts?

We saw previously that circumstances can be a barrier to people’s faith.  

We look at our lives and wonder how anything can possibly be done in our situation.  This is precisely what Abraham did.  He found himself enveloped in hopeless circumstances.  He was almost a hundred years old and sexually dead when God reaffirmed His promise to him that he would be the father of many nations through a son he would have through his wife Sarah.  But his wife, Sarah, was about 90 years old, sterile from youth and her womb was dead.  How could any person have a child in those circumstances?

The Word of God says that contrary to  hope, against all hope, Abraham still believed God’s promise.  

The promise of God hung on the fact that there must be a child born to Abraham and Sarah.  Through that child would come ALL the descendants from the nations of the world that would be blessed by Abraham.  And, more important yet, through that child would come the Seed, which was Jesus Christ, whom Abraham saw and rejoiced in, and Who would make possible the free gift of righteousness. 

Everything hung on the birth of a baby between Abraham and Sarah.  But from a human point of view, Abraham’s circumstances appeared totally hopeless!!  Abraham's eyes, which were seeing clearly, were presented with a critical choice:  He could focus on either his absolutely impossible, hopeless circumstances, OR he could trust in an absolutely trustworthy God who moves and acts beyond our circumstances. 

Circumstantially, all he could see was an old, sexually "dead" man and an old woman with a "dead" womb.  Spiritually through the eyes of faith, he saw all of God's redemption history poured into those dead bodies, resurrecting them to make them alive, calling forth from them the little son of promise through whom the MESSIAH would come who would DIE on the cross to pay for the sins of the world. 

His choice was astounding: to see only DEATH, or to envision God spreading eternal life to the world through His Son!! 

The apparent impossibility that the promise would ever be fulfilled didn’t stagger Abraham at all.  Abraham believed in the God of resurrection, and did not waver at the divine promise, though fulfilment seemed impossible. 

Beloved, God delights to do impossibilities!  - Our impossibilities are mere “playthings” to Him!!  What He promises He performs.  Do YOU believe that?

Paul is saying that Abraham was not double-minded.  Abraham never doubted God’s goodness and power.

Speaking of a person who doubts God's goodness and power, James says that such a person is a double-minded man, unstable in ALL his ways.   (James 1:8).
The New Testament word which describes a double-minded man in the Greek literally means:-  “a two-souled man.”  He is like a cork, floating on a wave, now carried to the shore, now away from it. 

Abraham was not a two-souled man and neither was he staggered by the difficulties or seeming impossibilities that stood in the way.  Instead, he believed the promise of God, and trusted that it would be fulfilled.  He believed the promise, in spite of the fact that the circumstances seemed to cancel out all hope.

The world tells us today we ought to "master the possibilities."  But in no time we are quickly buried by impossibilities.  Our choice then is this: - to focus on the impossibilities and remain buried, or to trust in the God who masters our impossibilities and resurrects us into newness of life. 

This brings us to the second barrier to faith.  The second barrier is the possibilities. 

When our circumstances look bleak, it is hard to believe that there are real possibilities for anything to happen.  It is sometimes hard to believe in the promises of God because they seem too good to be true.  But even in light of the staggering possibilities of the promise Abraham did not waver through unbelief.  In other words, he believed God anyway.  No doubt he may have remembered what the LORD had said to him in Genesis 18:14: “Is anything too hard for the LORD?”  Abraham had faith that God was able to do what He said He would.

You know, if we have faith in a big God it makes a big difference.  The staggering possibilities in light of our circumstances become possible for Him although they seem impossible for us.  You see, the real question is not, "How big is your FAITH?"  The real question is, "How big is your GOD?"

Paul says that Abraham did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief:  

“ . . but grew strong in faith giving glory to God,” 

Trusting in God accomplishes a number of important things for the Christian.  There are several benefits of faith for us.  The process of choosing to believe in the unseen spiritual realities of God and the truth of His promises actually unleashes God's power in us, and strengthens our faith.  That is exactly what happened with Abraham.  Abraham was strengthened in his faith.  

As Abraham chose to believe in God's promises rather than his circumstances and deadness, it says literally "he was strengthened or empowered by FAITH."   Abraham’s FAITH grew strong.  

You see, faith grows.  Jesus said it would. 

If you have FAITH like a tiny grain of mustard seed, but the OBJECT of your faith is trustworthy and has promised to do something, then exercise your faith and it will GROW.  

For Paul, FAITH and POWER work in harmony together: one builds the other and vice versa.  The real power of God is unleashed in our lives when we begin to exercise the muscle of FAITH.  Exercising faith is just like training a muscle: the more faith is exercised, the stronger the "faith muscle" becomes. 

Another benefit of faith is that faith edifies us and helps us grow toward spiritual maturity.  To be edified is to be built-up or strengthened.  As you exercise faith, your faith grows which results in you being built up and strengthened.  

When we begin to visualize by faith the enormity of God’s power and His authority over all things, guess what happens?  Our fears diminish, and our hearts are immediately filled with an unquenchable hope, and we are truly empowered as our faith grows.  Paul prayed that this would happen to the believers in Ephesus. 

In Ephesians 1:19 Paul prayed that the believers in Ephesus might know:

“what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe”

This is the power which God used in our REDEMPTION, which He uses in our PRESERVATION, and which He will yet use in our GLORIFICATION.

Our text also says that Abraham gave GLORY to God. 

Another benefit of faith is that faith exalts God.  FAITH never glorifies man; it glorifies God.  It glorifies His greatness.  You see, man was created to glorify God, but by disobedience he did the opposite.  And, my friend, the only way you can glorify God is to believe Him and obey His Word.  

By trusting in God you are visibly expressing your confidence in His majesty and power.  It is God who acts, not us.  He has the ultimate power that performs miracles and accomplishes His will.  What is accomplished is not something we do on behalf of God; it is God who does it by us and through us, on His own behalf.  God, therefore, is thanked; and God is glorified.  So faith grows, and faith glorifies God. 

A person who believes the promises of God brings glory to God.  Conversely, a person who disbelieves the promises of God dishonors God and calls God a LIAR. (1st John 5:10)
In Verse 21 Paul says Abraham also was:  

“fully assured that what He had promised, He was able also to perform.”

Notice that Abraham wasn't just assured.  He was fully assured.  This means that he was totally convinced.  

Abraham did not know HOW God would fulfil His Word, but that was incidental!!  He knew God and he had every confidence that God had power to do what He had promised.  In one way it was wonderful faith, but in another way it was the most reasonable thing to do. - Why?  Because God’s Word is the surest thing in the universe, and for Abraham there was no risk in believing it.

Beloved, when you come right down to it, is putting faith in God’s promises really a risk?  Well, only if your God is a risky and uncertain God.  

But if He's unchangeable, infinite and eternal in His being, - IF He's the omnipotent,  omnipresent,  omniscient, transcendent, faithful God of the Bible, then there's absolutely NO risk  at all in placing your faith in God’s promises!!!

Faith establishes us. It grasps the truth of God's Word.  It lays hold of what God has offered.  Trusting in God brings us to the point where we are enlightened and fully persuaded.  

And finally, faith enables us.  It gives us possession of the promise.  Our verse 22 reveals that this is why Abraham received the righteousness of God credited to him.  He received both God's righteousness and God's promise.

Paul closes off this section in verse 22 with a simple recapping of his opening salvo in his whole argument about Abraham's FAITH and how it led to justification and righteousness in God's sight. 

Just like Romans 4:3, Paul quotes again from Genesis 15:6: 

"Therefore also 'It was reckoned to him as righteousness.'" 

God was pleased to find a man who took Him at His Word; - He always is!!  And so, He credited righteousness to Abraham’s account.  Where once there had been a balance of sin and guilt, now there was nothing but a righteous standing before God.  Abraham had been delivered from condemnation and was justified by a holy God through FAITH.

What Paul has just done for us is given us an in-depth commentary and analysis of exactly what happened between Genesis 15:5 and Genesis 15:6.  Here we have one of the best commentaries on ONE verse in the Old Testament found anywhere in the New Testament.  What we have seen is the content of Abraham's saving faith that led to God's infusion of His righteousness into Abraham.

God declared Abraham righteous for his faith in the promise of God to raise up a son out of the tomb of death, that is, the dead womb of Sarah.  And God promises eternal life today to those who believe that He raised up His own Son from the tomb of Joseph of Arimathaea, - the place of death.

Now, lest we miss the message for our own lives, Paul applies all this to us in verses 23-25. 

Verses 23-24 tell us:

23. “Now not for his sake only was it written, that it was reckoned to him,

24. but for our sake also, to whom it will be reckoned, as those who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead,”

Isn't that interesting?  All this happened 2,000 years before Paul, but Paul says God did not write those words for Abraham alone.  For whom were they written then?  For us, today.  

We look at the faith of Abraham and say, "That was certainly extraordinary faith."  

Paul says, “No it wasn't; it was ordinary faith.”  

Anyone can exercise such faith if they want to.  You can have righteousness too.  You can be a friend of God, accepted before Him, with worth and value in His sight.  Paul wants us to be sure to grasp the timeless definition of this saving faith for ALL believers today.  It was not written just for the immediate description of Abraham as one unique man in human history.  It was written as a "type" depicting ALL believers, and how all true believers are reckoned righteous by God through the same FAITH that Abraham had.  Romans 2:11 tells us that God is no respecter of persons.  In other words, He has no favourites. 

We are told here that the promise was not just to impute righteousness to Abraham, but also to everyone who exercises the same faith.  Not just any faith, but saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Since He justified Abraham by faith, He will do the same for us.  

The beneficiaries of true faith in the only true God are the ones who benefit from faith.  Abraham certainly benefited, but we can benefit as well.  

There is a lesson here about salvation. 

Abraham acted on the light he had received and was declared righteous by God.  

He was saved by FAITH, just the same as any person is in our day.  However, technically speaking, the object of our saving faith is a little different than that of Abraham.  

Now don’t misunderstand me, salvation has always been by grace through faith.  

However, Abraham took God at His Word concerning the birth of Isaac, the future multitudes, and that every nation on earth would be blessed through the Seed yet to come (Jesus Christ) and God accepted that as saving faith.  Abraham believed in the promises of God! 

For us to be saved, we have to react to the light that we have been given as well.  

However, since the cross and the resurrection of Jesus Christ, it is not enough just to believe in God or even in His promises.  You see, the light we have received has revealed that Jesus Christ is the only Way to God.  Jesus Himself declared that no one can come to the Father except through Him.  

Jesus Christ is not merely a signpost pointing to the way.  

He does not merely SHOW the way; He IS the ONLY way to God and to Heaven.

Salvation is tied up in a Person.  Accept that Person as your own and you have salvation.

Let’s move on.  

Paul begins to lead into the imputation of divine righteousness in the Christian life, by introducing the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

Our total and ultimate acceptance by God comes in Heaven, and is a result of the Father's acceptance of Jesus Christ Who endured the Cross.  

One could not be accepted into heaven, in the Presence of the Father, UNTIL Jesus Christ was accepted in Heaven at the right hand of God.  

His resurrection is the official receipt from God the Father stating that my bill has been paid in full.  

The eternal Son of God Incarnate Jesus Christ paid it all!!   The moment that we truly believe that and receive Him as our Lord and Saviour, we are saved!!

The resurrection of Jesus Christ and His ascension is important for four reasons:

1.  He is the heir of the Davidic Covenant: 

David was promised a descendant who would rule forever and that descendant is the Lord Jesus Christ Who is the same yesterday, today and FOREVER.

2.  He is the Mediator of a New Covenant:  

A mediator must be equal with both parties, God and man, and the One who sits at God's right hand is fully God and fully Man. – The unique God-Man!!

3.   He is our great High Priest:  

We need a Man to represent us before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, alive, in heaven right now, is that Man, our great High Priest.

4.  He is our Saviour and Redeemer: 

He purchased us out of the slave market of sin, and without a living Saviour we have no place to go. 

Verse 25:

“He who was delivered up because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our justification.”

In verse 25, Paul defines for us the single saving act of Christ.

The cross is defined in the first clause and the resurrection is defined in the second clause.  Thus, the advent of the cross and the resurrection, - two sides of the same coin, must form the content of our FAITH.  We must believe and preach BOTH.

THIS is what we believe in:  

a LIVING Christ who died that our sins could be forgiven so that through FAITH in Him, we might be made righteous before God.  

Our confidence is in the One who raised Him from the dead.

The resurrection has an essential place in our redemption because it demonstrates the Father’s perfect satisfaction with His Son’s work on the cross.  The resurrection proves that it was in fact a perfect sacrifice made by One who remained perfect, even though bearing the sins of the world.

The clause: "who was delivered up," highlights the same verb Jesus often used Himself when referring to the cross: - "delivered up." 

This verb “Delivered” (paradidomi) was used of casting into prison or delivering to justice.  

“Here it speaks of the judicial act of God the Father delivering God the Son to the justice that required the payment of the penalty for human sin.” (Wuest)

Doesn’t that just boggle the mind to think that God the Father delivered God the Son over to the justice that required payment of the penalty for human sin?  

What incredible love God has for man!!

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.”  (John 3:16)

Our verse says that Jesus Christ was delivered up "because of our transgressions".  It was our sins that made that cruel Roman cross necessary.  He went to the cross because our sins sent Him there.  Simply put, it was for OUR SAKE that Jesus died on the cross. 

Fortunately there is the next phrase which underpins forever the hope that is within us: 

He "was raised because of our justification."  

This means that the resurrection of Christ is the proof that God accepted His Son’s sacrifice, and that now sinners can be justified without God violating His own Law or contradicting His own nature.

While the CROSS dealt with our sin, the RESURRECTION ensured our justification and righteousness before God.

“If death had held Christ, He would have failed; since He was raised from death, His sacrifice sufficed, God set His seal upon it by raising Him up.” (Lenski)

His resurrection is the proof that God the Father is satisfied and that divine justice has also been satisfied.  

Without the resurrection of Christ we were entirely without hope.  

Without the resurrection of Christ we would have no righteousness acceptable to God.  

Without the resurrection of Christ we would still forever remain dead in our trespasses and sins.

But praise God, Jesus accomplished what was impossible for sinful man to achieve through his own efforts.

When the apostle John was given the Revelation of Christ he recorded these words concerning our Lord in Revelation 1:17-18:
17. “And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as a dead man. And He laid His right hand upon me, saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last,

18. and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore,….”

What does the resurrection of Christ mean to you and me?   I'll let Jesus Himself tell us. 

Speaking to Martha, the sister of Lazarus who had died, Jesus said in John 11:25-26:-
25.  "……I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 

26.  "And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?''

In effect, Jesus was saying:

“I am God, and I have the power of resurrection and of life in My hand.  Do you believe this?”

To test her faith, the Lord pointedly asked Martha the same thing He asked Abraham. 

'Do you believe Me? 

 Do you believe My promise? 

 If you do then trust Me.'

Likewise, the believing sinner today who places his faith in Jesus Christ is declared justified by God from all things. 

Justification from God is a legal status we did not formerly possess.  

Outside of Christ our legal status before God was "guilty as charged".  

But to be justified in Christ, by FAITH, is to be given a NEW status by God and declared by Him, "Not guilty".

In this chapter, Paul has clearly demonstrated that in no way does the Old Testament contradict the Gospel of salvation by grace through FAITH.  Instead, it is in fulfilment of the Old Testament, and Abraham, justified through FAITH, is our pattern.

The promise boils down to one Man: Jesus Christ.  

He is the central focus of every promise that has ever been given in the Word of God.  

He is the One through Whom ALL the nations of the world will be blessed. 

He is the One Who died on the cross and rose from the dead. 

He is the One who paid our sin debt and rose from the dead to be our Saviour. 

He is the focus and object of true saving FAITH. 

If He is not, then that faith is dead!

Our faith stands upon two great pillars of truth.  They are:

1.  Jesus Christ died for our sins.

2.  He arose from the dead.

     (Romans 10:9-10; 1st Cor. 15:3-4)

If you can believe this, and can place the totality of your faith in those truths, then you can be saved! 

Otherwise, there is nothing but judgement and eternal separation from God awaiting you.

God offers fallen mankind two choices today.

1.  A Fair trial

2.  A free pardon

With all the honesty that your heart possesses, can you truly say that you are trusting the Lord Jesus Christ alone for your soul's salvation?  

Paul's conclusion to this section of Scripture makes it clear that nothing else, or no one else will work.   God’s righteousness is still today credited to one's account the same way it was in Abraham's day--namely by FAITH alone.

Salvation must come through saving faith in Jesus Christ. 

Abraham believed and was saved.

It wasn't by WORKS.  

It wasn't by LAW. 

It wasn't by CIRCUMCISION or any other religious rite.  

It was by FAITH THEN and it is by FAITH NOW. 
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