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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States jurists saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation neither can he deserve it. We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (1 Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; lsaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (1 John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (1 Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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INTRODUCTION

THESSALONICA 

Thessalonica was a significant city in Paul's day with a population of some 200,000. It was a major cosmopolitan city with a large Jewish community. Acts 17. The Romans, Greeks and Jews were all mixed together as it was a business town. It had emphasis on commerce and the practical details of life; money ruled this town.

It is of interest that in this very commercial place, that the Second Advent would be so relevant. Often we are so controlled and surrounded by business that we forget that He is coming for us. We should have an attitude to business that we are looking over the shoulder of the banker, to the judge, and that your time on the earth is short; too short to spend time worrying unduly about financial matters.  Matthew 6:10-34.
This was the closest city to the holy mountain of the Greeks. As they looked up they were reminded of paganism, as they walked the streets they were reminded of commercialism. In this life we must walk with our eyes on the judge and the creator, and neither be distracted by religion, nor money.

AUTHOR AND PLACE OF WRITING

Paul is the author of this book. He is identified as the author by name in 2 Thessalonians 1:1, 3:17. The vocabulary, style and doctrines are Pauline in nature.

It was written in the early 50's AD from Corinth and followed quickly the writing of 1 Thessalonians, which was also written there during Paul's 18 month stay during his second missionary journey.

The external evidence of acceptance is very strong with Polycarp. Ignatius, and Justin Martyr attesting to it but Irenaeus quotes 2 Thessalonians by name. It is also found in the Marcionite Prologue and the Muratorian Canon.

PAUL’S WORK IN THESSALONICA

The foundation of the church at Thessalonica, is recorded in Acts 17:1-9. " 1 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews:  2  And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures,  3  Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ.  4  And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief women not a few.  5  But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, and gathered a company, and set all the city on an uproar, and assaulted the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people.  6  And when they found them not, they drew Jason and certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, crying, These that have turned the world upside down are come hither also;  7  Whom Jason hath received: and these all do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus.  And they troubled the people and the rulers of the city, when they heard these things.  9  And when they had taken security of Jason, and of the other, they let them go."
PAUL'S TEACHING METHOD

Paul only had a short time in Thessalonica, but in that period he taught all the basic doctrines, and also grounded them in eschatology. The teaching of the Word of God especially for training should be concentrated. If you have a revival you should stop everything and really ground the converts in the doctrine of the Word so that they may grow to be self sustaining. They should be taught 8 hours a day for a couple of weeks if necessary or possible. The longer you take to complete a discipleship course the worse it is going to be for them. Paul stayed there and taught and taught.

In 2 Thessalonians we are introduced to the co-workers of Paul. When you come across a name in the Bible do a word study of them. These people are your spiritual ancestors and you should get to know them, before you see them face to face in eternity. In this way you can get a sense of belonging and identity with them.

OPPOSITION

The Thessalonians came under great pressure from the enemy, but also from false teaching, because Paul had told them one thing and others had come along and told them something else. The letters to the Thessalonians are bright and positive. They were written to solve a problem that has just occurred.  When problems occur these letters teach us to address the issue quickly.
Someone came along and said that Paul meant something false, and some people believed them. This often happens in churches where people hear only half of the story and the result is confusion, with Satan’s teachers following up with more error.

Paul did a good job when he taught yet it is clear that here there was confusion over this area. In all congregations there are some who are listening all the time but there are many that don't, or have problems that stop them understanding some points. Confusion must be dealt with or Satan will use it to destroy the church.

THESSALONIANS AND ESCHATOLOGY

	1 THESSALONIANS
	2 THESSALONIANS

	Describes how they received the Word of God
	Describes their advance in faith, love and patience 

	Teaches about the imminent return of the Lord
	Clarifies misconceptions of that event

	Comforts and encourages the believers
	Believers told of judgement on Christ's enemies 

	Concerns the church
	Concerns Satan, the Antichrist and the world 

	Contains important prophecy 4:13-17
	Contains important prophecy 2:1-12

	Tells about the Rapture
	Tells about the Tribulation and Second Coming

	Presents the Day of Christ 
	Presents the Day of the Lord


The early questions had been answered in the first letter, but deeper questions had surfaced. Within weeks second Thessalonians had been written. Whoever delivered Paul's first letter probably remained in Thessalonika for a time, and brought back the follow up questions, and then took the second letter back straight away. Many people had sold their property, given away their money, and were waiting for the return of the Lord. 

Paul after 12 to 15 years in the ministry was still not getting money for the ministry from people, he is working daily making tents. He said that if you are not prepared to work you should not eat. The person who cannot work must be helped, but he is clear that those who will not work should not be helped in any way, except to the door! Some people are so "super spiritual" that they believe the church owes them a living. If Paul worked and preached, we should not be ashamed to do the same. Paul is blunt, so must we be over this matter. 2 Thessalonians 3: 5 – 11.
In the second letter there are more words on the Great Tribulation and the coming of the Lord to judge. The first letter had solved the problem of the Rapture. No sooner had that been solved than a false teacher had came in and said that they were then “in” the Tribulation period, and they caused more confusion to these people.

CONTRAST BETWEEN THE RAPTURE AND SECOND ADVENT

	RAPTURE
	SECOND ADVENT

	Christ comes to claim His Bride the Church
	Christ Returns with His Church

	Christ comes in the air
	Christ returns to the earth

	Prior to the Tribulation
	After the Tribulation

	No prophecy to be fulfilled
	Many prophecies to be fulfilled

	A message of comfort.
	A message of judgement

	The future of the church emphasised
	The future of Israel emphasised

	The Rapture is a mystery
	Second Coming predicted in both Testaments

	Believers are evaluated
	Unbelievers are judged

	Israel's covenants not fulfilled
	Israel's covenants fulfilled

	Believers only affected
	All people affected

	The church taken into the Lord's presence
	Israel is brought into the kingdom


If you are under a great deal of pressure you can start to believe that you are in the Tribulation. However, Paul tells them and us, that the true “day of vengeance” cannot come while the church is on the earth. Satan's man cannot be revealed until the church has been removed.  We will see this in this letter.
If you see the Antichrist you are in trouble, for you are not a member of the Church, and genuine believers have gone!
GOD IS IN CONTROL

We need to start recognising the principle that God is in control of the situation we find ourselves in. The Holy Spirit is in us. We are the salt of the earth and the Holy Spirit is controlling things at the moment. We are the preservative of the earth, and the Lord is our preservative – we are safe in his plan and in the Holy Spirit’s power. 

SALT

1. Salt is a preserver and speaks of eternal life.

2. Salt is a seasoner. Speaks of the richness of life designed by God for every believer.

3. Salt is the antithesis of leaven. Leaven corrupts, salt preserves.

4. The believer on earth is the salt of the earth in Matthew 5:13. Since believers living in nations are often the reason for the preservation of the nations, salt is an unseen preserver.  When people turn away from God, nations are destroyed.

5. The salt of the covenant - when a contract was drawn up in the ancient world both parties ate salt to seal the contract. The eating of salt depicts receiving salvation.

6. In the ancient world, if your guest ate salt with you, you guaranteed to protect him from harm while he was with you.

An historical example of this would be in the siege of Jerusalem in 67-70 AD. The Christians recognised that the siege was a fulfilment of the prophecy of the Lord and all believers left the city during a brief lifting of the siege. The siege in the latter stages was an example of hell on earth. When believers are taken out of the way, the place will deteriorate very quickly, and it did in that sad city. There is a plan and it will be worked out God’s way.

2 Thessalonians is a very good counter balance to 1 Thessalonians, so one should be taught after the other. The catch cry for 2 Thessalonians is that, “He has not come yet”. He will come dramatically and visibly, when he comes, until then you are to work and complete the task assigned to you.

Paul's three commands here are, do not be disturbed, stand firm, and work!  He says that he sets an example as to how to live the Christian life. As a church planting pastor he did not take money for his work. Paul worked at his tent making during the day and taught at night. You cannot do this if you are married as you would be ignoring your mate; which is why Paul was pleased not to be married. 

Paul said that we should not be weary in doing good. What we must do is to show our Christian life in how we act and work. We must work until he comes for us.  “Even so come Lord Jesus!” This is the prayer of the obedient believer.

NOTES
CHAPTER 1

Chapter one can be divided into four sections

[a] Salutation - verses 1-2

[b] Paul's Debt of Thanks - verses 3-5

[c] The righteous Judgement of God  - verses 6-10

[d] Paul's Prayer for the Saints - verse 11-12

GREETINGS - VERSES 1-2

1. Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  2  Grace unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

KEY WORDS

	Church
	Ekklesia
	That which is called out

	God
	Theos
	God, Object of Worship

	Father
	Pater
	Father, Ancestor

	Lord
	Kurios
	Lord, Master

	Grace
	Charis
	Grace, Graciousness

	Peace
	Eirene
	Peace, Unity, Concord 


ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND

Verse 1

 Here we have the three companions  Paul, Sylvanius or Silas, and Timotheus or Timothy, who were together when Paul wrote this letter from Corinth.  Acts 17-18.   Luke is also with the team, but obviously not at the time of writing of this letter, as he is likely in the north helping the churches planted there.
The fact that the church is “in God” shows an ultimate level of protection of the church, and our powerful position. God is all powerful and therefore the church is secure in all the work the Lord calls us to achieve. It also distinguishes it from as heathen group as groups other than Christian do not have the intimate relationship with God the Father.  We are called to stand in this relationship and stand powerfully as the Ambassadors of Heaven, 2 Corinthians 5:20-21, and call upon the power of the Holy Spirit at all times.
The church is “in Jesus Christ” in the sense that all believers in the Church Age are in union/fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ. This highlights this as a church group that is in view, as Israel is never said to be "in Christ".  2 Corinthians 1:19-20, 1 Thessalonians 1:1-4.  Let us always begin any reflection, on any subject, by remembering who we are in our relationship with Christ Jesus our Lord, King and Saviour.
Verse 2  
 Grace was the Greek method of greeting people in the ancient world, whilst peace is its Hebrew equivalent.  We should note that grace always precedes peace.  It is God’s grace that delivers his peace to us, and it is his peace that we seek and need in daily life.  Romans 1:1-7, 1 Corinthians 1:3-8.
Notice that God is the Father of Paul, Silas, and Timothy as well as the Father of the Thessalonians – we are all equally children of the most high in our relationship with our Saviour.  We are all blessed beyond measure in Christ Jesus and we need to worship aloud and praise Him for his greatness.  We have his peace.  John 14:27.
This phrase is duplicated in the Pauline epistles. For instance 1 Corinthians 1:3 says, "Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ".
APPLICATION

We have to taste the grace of God at the Cross, before we can receive the peace with God, and know the peace of God.

As human beings we were enemies of God until we trusted in Christ, and then through grace we were made at peace with Him.  Ephesians 2:1-10.
We should also note that as both God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ are the sources of grace and peace, both are co-equal in the Godhead. Therefore whilst the different members of the Trinity have different functions in the church they are equal.

DOCTRINES

CHURCH

1. Greek EKKLESIA (literally "the called out ones")

This word is used four different ways in scripture.

a) Citizen Assembly (Acts 19:32)

b) Assembly of Israel (Acts 7:38)

c) Synagogue (Matthew 18:17)

d) Body of Christ (all believers) (Ephesians 1:22,23, 5:25-7, Colossians 1:18)

2. The church is said to be a mystery. (Ephesians 3:1-6, Colossians 1:25,26, Romans 16:25,26). Mystery - something that was hidden in the past in the Old Testament period but is now revealed.

3. The Church began at Pentecost 32 AD (Acts 2) and will be removed from the earth at the Rapture (1 Thessalonians

     4:17)

4. Believers in the Church Age are unique, having spiritual blessings which did not exist in the Old Testament.

a) Every believer is united with Christ, in the Body of Christ.

b) Jesus Christ indwells every believer.

c) The Holy Spirit indwells every believer.

d) Every believer is a priest, praying and serving directly to God.

e) We have a completed canon of scripture.

f) Believers are commanded to live by the Spirit, not by Law.

g) Every believer is an ambassador of Christ.

5. The Church is different to Israel.

a) The Jews started with Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3).  The Church started at Pentecost. (Acts 2; Galatians 3:26-28)

b) Israel was promised blessings on earth. (Deuteronomy 28:1-14)  The Church is promised blessings in heavenly 

     places. (Ephesians 1:3; Hebrews 3:1)

c) Israel's relationship to God was based on a Covenant. (Genesis 17:7,8)  The Church's relationship to God is based on 

    new birth. (John 1:12;13; 1 Peter 1:23)

d) Israel's prophecy is mainly in the Old Testament.  Prophecy of the Church is only in the New Testament.

e) Israel worshipped at Jerusalem. (Psalm 122:1-4)  The Church worships where two or three are gathered together in 

    Christ's name. 
(Matthew 18:20)

f) Israel lived under the law (Ezekiel 20:10-12).  The Church is under grace (John 1:17; Romans 6:14).

g) Israel's destiny is with Palestine  (Isaiah 60:18-21 ).  The Church will be removed from the earth (l Thessalonians

    4:13-18).

h) Christ is King and Messiah to Israel.  Christ is Head and Bridegroom to the Church.

i) Israel contained Jews only.  The Church is made up of both Jews and Gentiles.

IN CHRIST

1. At the point of salvation, every believer in the Church Age is entered into the Body of Christ, and is therefore united with Christ.  Our position is now, "in Christ".

2. The baptism of the Spirit is how we are united with Christ. (Acts 1:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 4:5) The Holy Spirit places the believer in union with Christ.

3. Positional truth belongs to the carnal as well as the spiritual believer, to the apostate believer as well as to the mature believer. (1 Corinthians 1:2,30)

4. Positional truth protects the believer from divine judgment in eternity. (Romans 8:1)

5. Positional truth qualifies the believer to live with God forever.

a) Eternal life (1 John 5:11,12)

b) Imputation of God's righteousness. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

6. Positional truth is the key to both election and predestination. (Ephesians 1:3-6)

7. Positional truth creates a new creature. (2 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 2:10) based on who and what Christ is, therefore what grace accomplishes - not what changes we make - at salvation or thereafter.

8. Positional truth guarantees the eternal security of the believer. (Romans 8:38,39)

9. Positional truth has two aspects.

a) Past - identification with Christ in His death. (Romans 6; Colossians 2:12; 3:3)

b) Present (and Future) - identification with Christ in His "new resurrection life".

10.  Current positional truth implies that the believer shares certain things in union with Christ.

a) Eternal life (1 John 5:11,12)

b) Righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

c) Election (Ephesians 1:4)

d) Destiny. (Ephesians 1:5)

e) Sonship. (John 1:12; 1 John 3:1,2)

f) Heirship. (Romans 8:16,17)

g) Sanctification. (1 Corinthians 1:2,30)

h) Kingdom. (2 Peter 1:11)

i) Priesthood. (Hebrews 10:10-14; 1 Peter 2:5,9).

11. Our new position in Christ means we are and must be separated from the world. Ephesians 2:6

12. As new creatures in Christ, we have a new ministry as ambassadors for Christ  2 Corinthians 5:17-21  1 Corinthians 3:6, 6:4

13. In Christ, we are never alone.  Colossians 3:4, John 17.  We have communion with Him, and with His body (other Christians)

14. We are united with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit forever- we are in the Father, He is in us  - Ephesians 4:6, we are in Christ, He is in us - John 14:20, Colossians 1:26, we are in the Spirit, He is in us - Romans 8:9.

15. We are members of His body, branches of His vine, living stones of His building, sheep of His fold, part of his Bride, priests in his kingdom, saints set apart for his glory.

16. The characteristics of positional truth are six-fold.

a) It is not an experience - neither emotional nor ecstatic.

b) It is not progressive - cannot be improved in time or eternity.

c) It is not related to human merit, ability, or human good. Here are the implications of retroactive positional truth. There   

     is no place in the plan of God for human good.

d) It is eternal in nature; it cannot be changed by God, angels or mankind.

e) It is known only through the Word of God.

f) It is obtained in total at the point of salvation.

GOD:  CHARACTER OF GOD

1. Whilst God is three persons all three persons have exactly the same essence or character:

a) SOVEREIGNTY

The Father (Ephesians 1:11 , cf. Isaiah 40:8, Matthew 6:10, Hebrews 10:7, 9)

The Son (John 5:21, Revelation 19:16)

The Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:11, cf. Hebrews 2:4)

b) RIGHTEOUSNESS

The Father (John 17:25)

The Son (Luke 1:35, Hebrews 7:26, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

The Spirit The Holy Spirit

c) JUSTICE

The Father (Job 37:23, cf. 8:3)

The Son (Acts 3:14, John 5:22, Revelation 19:11

The Spirit (Nehemiah 9:20)

d) LOVE

The Father (John 3:16)

The Son (Ephesians 5:25, 1 John 3:16)

The Spirit (John 16:7-11, 1 Corinthians 2:10)

e) ETERNAL LIFE

The Father (John 5:26)

The Son (Micah 5:2, cf. John 1:1-2, 1 John 5:11

The Spirit (Isaiah 48:16)

f) ALL-KNOWING

The Father (Hebrews 4:13, cf. Matthew 11:27, 1 Peter 1:2)

The Son (John 18:4, cf. Matthew 9:4, John 2:25, 1 Corinthians 4:5)

The Spirit (Isaiah 11:2, cf. 1 Corinthians 2:11)

g) EVERYWHERE

The Father (2 Chronicles 2:6)

The Son (Matthew 28:20, cf. Ephesians 1:23)

The Spirit (Psalm 139:7)

h) ALL-POWERFUL

The Father (Mark 14:36, cf. 1 Peter 1:5)

The Son (Hebrews 1:3, cf. Matthew 24:30, 2 Corinthians 12:9, Philippians 3:21) 

The Spirit (Romans 15:19)

i) UNCHANGEABLE

The Father (Hebrews 6:17, Psalm 33:11)

The Son (Hebrews 13:8)

The Spirit (John 14:16)

j) TRUTH

The Father (John 7:28, John 17:3)

The Son (1 John 5:20, cf. John 1:14, 14:6, Revelation 19:11)

The Spirit (1 John 5:6, cf. John 14:17, 15:26, 16:13)

GRACE

1. Grace is all that God is free to do for man on the basis of the cross. Therefore Grace is unmerited favour from God.

2. Grace depends on the character of God therefore Grace depends on who and what God is. Grace is what God can do for man and still be true to his own character.

3. The believer must recognise the difference between legalism and grace. Legalism is man's work intruding upon the plan of God.

4. The greatest thing God can do for the saved person is to make him exactly like His Son Jesus Christ. This is accomplished in three stages of sanctification.

5. Positional Sanctification:  At Salvation every believer enters into union with Christ. (Hebrews 1:2) Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father and is therefore superior to all angels in his humanity. At the point of salvation we are entered into union with Christ thus we are positionally higher than angels. We are positionally seated with Christ at God's right hand.

6. Experiential Sanctification:  During the Christian's life on the earth the time spent under the power of the Holy Spirit. During this time we produce the character of God in our lives - gold, silver, precious stones. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)

7. Ultimate Sanctification:  When the believer receives a resurrection body he loses the sin nature and all human good. At this point the believer is physically superior to all angels. He remains in this perfect state eternally.

8. All believers have tasted of Grace at least once (1 Peter 2:3). This refers to the point of Salvation at which the believer receives at least 34 things which he did not earn or deserve. (Ephesians 2:8, 9) Disorientation to grace is the believer's greatest occupational hazard in his Christian life. (Galatians 5:4, Hebrews 12:15)

9. The divine attitude to grace is expressed in (Isaiah 30:18, 19) God is constantly waiting to pour out his blessing on all believers in the Christian life.

10. Grace in salvation is expressed in many ways. It is always the same - believing in Jesus Christ (Psalm 103:8-12, Romans 3:23-4, Romans 4:4, 5:20, Ephesians 2:8, 9)

11. There are many ways in which the Christian life expresses GRACE:

a) Prayer (Hebrews 4:16)

b) Suffering (2 Corinthians 12:9, 10)

c) Growth (2 Peter 3:18)

d) Stability (1 Peter 5:12)

e) Lifestyle (Hebrews 12:28, 2 Corinthians 1:12)

f) Production of Divine Good (1 Corinthians 15:10, 2 Corinthians 6:1

12. Grace is the correct attitude in relation to giving. (2 Corinthians 8 & 9)

13. Grace is the only means of coping with suffering in the Christian life. (2 Corinthians 12:7-10) Through Grace God is able to bless the believer in the midst of the pressures and adversities of life. (1 Peter 1:6,7)

14. Implications of grace:

a) God is perfect, his plan is perfect.

b) A perfect plan can only originate from a perfect God.

c) If man could do anything in the plan of God the plan would no longer be perfect.

d) A plan is no stronger than its weakest link. Grace therefore excludes all human merit, all human ability.

e) Legalism, human works is the enemy of Grace.

f) The works of human righteousness have therefore no place in the plan of God. (Isaiah 64:6)

PAUL - PRESSURE

1. SCRIPTURE - Acts, Epistles.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Paul, whose name means "little", was born Saul ("asked for") in Tarsus, Cilicia (Acts 9:1 1; 21:39; 22:3). His family probably was fairly wealthy and influential as this was a requirement for Roman citizenship of foreigners (Acts 16:37). Jewish law required a boy to start studying the scriptures at five years of age, with him taking on the full obligation of the law at 13. Paul had a married sister (Acts 23:16), with whom he may have stayed during his studies in Jerusalem under Gamaliel (Acts 22:3). He was one of the chief persecutors of the early church and was responsible for the martyrdom of Stephen and the movement of Philip to Samaria. Converted on the road to Damascus, Paul, who is the greatest sinner who ever lived (1 Timothy 1:15) spent many years preparing himself for his ministry. He was unmarried (1 Corinthians 7:8) and was the apostle to the Gentiles. He was the last apostle. Famous for his four missionary journeys and responsible for the writing of much of the New Testament, Saul the persecutor became Paul the great believer. Paul was not a striking person to look upon, being reported as "a man of small stature with a bald head and crooked legs with eyebrows meeting, and nose somewhat hooked but full of friendliness". Paul eventually was imprisoned for a final time in Rome where he was beheaded by Nero in AD 6 7.

3. EVALUATION

Testing and pressure is seen throughout Paul's ministry:

a) Persecuted in Damascus, he escaped in a basket (Acts 9:20-25).

b) Driven out of Jerusalem and sent to Tarsus (Acts 9:28-30).

c) He was stoned at Lystra and thought to have died (Acts 14:19).

d) Paul whipped and imprisoned at Phillipi (Acts 16:16-24).

e) Paul received five Jewish and three Roman scourgings (2 Corinthians 1 1:16-33).

f) Disputed with Peter (Galatians 2:14).

g) He was subject to a great tumult by Demetrius the silversmith (Acts 19:23-29).

h) Seized by the Jews and beaten (Acts 21:27-32).

i) Paul bound with chains (Acts 21:33).

j) He was persecuted for his mission to the Gentiles (Acts 22:21-23).

k) The Jews conspired to kill him (Acts 23:12-14).

l) The high priest conspired to kill Paul (Acts 25:1-3).

m) Paul is shipwrecked but all hands are saved (Acts 27:41-44).

n) Paul is bitten on the hand by a viper in Malta but survives (Acts 28:1-6).

o) He becomes a martyr in Rome by beheading.

4. PRINCIPLES

a) Pressure can come from your closest colleagues (such as Peter), your family or countrymen (the Jews), religious or   

     political leaders (the high priest) (Matthew 10:35,36).

b) Pressure can be applied by circumstances (Psalm 46:1-5).

c) We are in Satan's world. If we are effective we will be opposed (Ephesians 6:12).

d) Religion is antagonistic to Christianity (Romans 3:27,28).

e) You will be attacked if you downgrade people's idols, be they physical or mental (Judges 6:30).

f) The Lord can divinely protect believers (Psalm 124:1-5).

g) The purpose of testing or pressure is to build up faith and to keep down pride (Romans 5:3,4).

h) There is inner happiness for those who are persecuted for the Lord's sake (Luke 6:22,23).

i) All things work together for good to the believer (Romans 8:28).

TIMOTHY - MINISTRY

1. SCRIPTURE - Acts 16-20; 1 Timothy; 2 Timothy; Hebrews 13:23.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Timothy's father was an unnamed Greek, whilst his mother was a devout Jewish Christian named Eunice (Acts 16:1). His grandmother was Lois (2 Timothy 1:5). Timothy was instructed in the Old Testament scriptures by Eunice and Lois (2 Timothy 3:14). As a young man he joined Paul (1 Timothy 4:12), presumably meeting him on his first missionary journey (Acts 14). Timothy appears to have been a native of Lystra. His first definitive reference in the scriptures is at the beginning of Paul's second missionary journey (Acts 16:1-3). For a while Timothy teamed up with Silas when they stayed in Berea (Acts 17:15) before rejoining Paul at Corinth (Acts 18:5). On his third journey Paul stayed for an extended period in Ephesus. Paul sent Timothy to Corinth to try and solve problems in that church (1 Corinthians 4:17; 16:10). He was not successful. When Paul wrote Romans from Corinth, Timothy was shown to be a fellow worker (Romans 16:21). Timothy accompanied Paul on his last journey to Jerusalem (Acts 20:4). Paul wrote two letters to Timothy, which were included in the canon of scripture. These were sent to Timothy at Ephesus. In the last reference to Timothy (Hebrews 13:23), it is apparent that he had recently been released from prison.

3. EVALUATION

19a) A minister should not forbid to marry or commend to be a vegetarian (1 Timothy 4:3).

b) He should be nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine (1 Timothy 4:6).

c) Pursuit of godliness produces benefit for ministers (1 Timothy 4:7,8).

d) The minister should be an example to other believers:

i) in word

ii) in conversation

iii) in love

iv) in spirit

v) in faith

vi) in purity (1 Timothy 4:12).

e) The minister should concentrate on reading, meditation, exhortation and doctrine (1 Timothy 4:13,15).

f) Being faithful to the doctrine will make the minister effective (1 Timothy 4:16).

g) Great blessing is obtained from godliness with contentment (1 Timothy 6:6; 1 Thessalonians 5:18).

h) The minister should pursue:(i) righteousness; (ii) godliness; (iii) faith; (iv) love; (v) patience; (vi) meekness (1 Timothy   

     6:1 1; Galatians 5:22,23).

i) Ministers are to fight the good faith and be a leader and good example to other Christians (1 Timothy 6:12).

j) The minister should emphasise to the materially rich that they should not trust in their riches, but in God, the source of  

    spiritual richness (1 Timothy 6:17-19).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) The Holy Spirit gives to believers various spiritual gifts (Romans 12:6).

b) To some He will give the gift of ministry or pastor/teacher (Romans 12:7; Ephesians 4:11).

c) Christian relatives, especially parents, have tremendous responsibilities and opportunities in guiding children to the 

     Lord (Psalm 78:3,4).

d) The Lord will provide opportunities for the believer to grow (e.g. Timothy's relation to Paul) (Ephesians 4:15; 1 Peter 

     2:2).

e) The minister should be controlled by the Spirit and be a faithful shepherd to his flock (1 Peter 5:2,3).

f) Knowledge of the Word of God and its application to the life of the church is a prime responsibility of a minister (Titus 

    2:1,7).

g) The Lord honours faithfulness in spiritual matters (Matthew 25:21,23).

PEACE

1. Peace on Earth:- The unlimited peace when Jesus Christ establishes his millennial reign on the earth. (Isaiah 9:6, 7, Isaiah 11:1-12, Luke 2:14)

2. Peace with God:- Which comes when a believer is born again as a result of justification by faith. (2 Peter 1:1,2, Ephesians 2:14-17, Philippians 4:9). Reconciliation.

3. Peace of God:- Which is the peace of believers in their soul and spirit who have cast all their cares on the Lord. (1 Peter 5.7, Philippians 4:6,7). The Spirit filled life.

COMFORT IN PERSECUTION - VERSES 3-5

1:3 We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is meet,  because that your faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity of every one of  you all toward each other aboundeth;  4  So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure: 5  Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer: 

KEY WORDS

	Bound
	Opheilo
	[Present Active Indicative] To Owe

	Thank
	Eucharisteo
	[Present Active Infinitive] To Thank, Be Thankful

	Brethren
	Adelphoi
	Brethren

	Meet
	Axios
	Worthy

	Faith
	Pistis
	Faith, Faithfulness, Steadfastness

	Groweth Exceedingly
	Huperauxano
	[Present Active Indicative] To increase exceedingly

	Charity
	Agape
	Love

	Toward
	Eis
	To, Toward, Unto

	Aboundeth
	Pleonazo
	[Present Active Indicative] To Be, Become, Make More 

	Glory
	Kauchaomai
	[Present Middle Infinitive] To boast

	Patience
	Hupermone
	Endurance., Steadfastness, Perseverance

	Persecutions
	Diogmos
	Pursuit

	Tribulations
	Thlipsis
	Pressure, Affliction

	Endure
	Anechomai
	[Present Active Indicative] To hold up

	Manifest Token
	Endeigma
	Proof, Manifest token

	Righteous
	Dikaios
	Right, Righteousness, Just

	Judgment
	Krisis
	Judgement

	Counted Worthy
	Kataxioo
	[Aorist Passive Infinitive] To be reckoned very worthy

	Kingdom
	Basileia
	Kingdom

	Suffer
	Pascho
	[Present Active Indicative] Suffer Endure Experience


ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND

Verse 3 

 Paul is very excited about how the Thessalonians have grown in faith and love towards each other. He gives thanks to God always because of the encouragement that the performance of the Thessalonians has given him.

The phrase, "we are bound" shows that this is an obligation for all believers, to give thanks and pray for other believers who they have met or ministered to.  Our prayer life should be consistent and always be remembering those we have been blessed to assist in the Christian walk.  We are commanded in 1 Thessalonians 5:17 to "Pray without ceasing" – remember that means – with the frequency of a hacking cough.
They all thank God because of the spiritual growth and progress in ministry of the Thessalonians, and recognise that it is only through God the Holy Spirit that spiritual growth can occur. It is a work of the Holy Spirit, as we take in the Word, and apply it into the fabric of our daily life that the Spirit moves within us and changes our understanding and life work.
"It is fitting" shows that it is a totally appropriate response to give thanks for the progress of others. It is important that we do not get jealous of the success of others. As teachers we should have the aim that our students are to be more advanced than us.  So often believers in ministry act as if another ministry is “competition” and yet they are to be seen as “fellow labourers”, and be rejoiced over and prayed for.
The faith of the Thessalonians had made tremendous progress with all showing increasing love for the brethren which was an answer to Paul's prayer in 1 Thessalonians 3:10,12.   The spiritual growth standard is the love that people have for each other.  It is love alone that sets the biblical standard – if we have no love for others we do not know Jesus.
Verse 4 

 It is noted that the word Glory occurs three times in this epistle. Elsewhere it is a translation of the Greek word "doxa" meaning glory, whilst in verse 4 it is the word "kauchaomai" meaning to boast that is translated “glory”.  Paul glories/boasts of this church, he loves their advancement so much.  They are an example to all others.
The Thessalonians are a model church who are used by Paul as a prime example to others. He says, "See how the Thessalonians are progressing".  Paul loved boasting about the spiritual growth of those he loved. 2 Corinthians 9:1-4, Philippians 3:13-17.
This effect on Paul is also shown in 2 Corinthians 7:4, where because of the way the Corinthians were acting he was the recipient of great comfort and joy. " Great is my boldness of speech toward you, great is my glorying of you: I am filled with comfort, I am exceeding joyful in all our tribulation."  

This attitude by Paul is in contrast with his first letter to the Corinthians, where he had been very critical of malpractice in the Corinthian church. The letter of exhortation had obviously been successful resulting in Paul in his second letter being full of comfort and joy.

The Thessalonians had been famous as examples of their faith and patience from the very beginning, as seen in 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3, "We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers; remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father".
The word "tribulation" could be translated "afflictions".  These people were greatly tested and afflicted yet they endured their affliction in full faith. In this Paul referred back to 1 Thessalonians 2:14, "For ye, brethren, became followers of the churches of God which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus: for ye also have suffered like things of your own countrymen, even as they have of the Jews ".

There he noted that the Thessalonians had been afflicted by their own countrymen, in exactly the same way as the Jewish believers of the first church had been afflicted by the synagogues in Judea.

There was a case in the Roman Empire in a later century, where each army was told to kill all Christians in their group. One group in a far northern latitude commanded all Christians to walk into an ice cold lake unless they worshipped Caesar. Many walked into the lake. Others who had not considered Christianity before saw the devotion of the Christians and decided to become Christians, were converted and died as new believers in the coldness of the lake. 

Verse 5 

 The perseverance of the Thessalonians in the face of great adversity is plain evidence to the unbeliever of the future judgement of God and that God is in control and that they are willing to suffer for the cause of Christ. It is also clear that if you are in fellowship with the Lord you will not be tested above what you are able to bear. 1 Corinthians 10:13. If they had not received His divine power, they would never have been able to demonstrate such characteristics. 

In Philippians 1:27-28, Paul is writing to another of the churches encouraging them in God's strength to persevere and excel.  "Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ:  that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; and in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to them an evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that of God."

We know of the convicting ministry of the Holy Spirit in John 16:7-11, "Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: Of sin, because they believe not on me; Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged".
In this passage we see that one of the areas of conviction is the future judgement of the unbeliever. It has been said that some of the evangelists from the 19th century preached so strongly that their hearers could hear the crackle of hell fire under their very feet, and that caused them to accept the gift of salvation through Christ.

APPLICATION

Thanksgiving on the part of Paul shows true motivation of a servant of the Lord, as he rejoices over the spiritual growth of his converts.

It is important to pray for those you have ministered to. Where the people grow and respond through the ministry we need to give thanks for the increase.

When you preach or share the gospel with another, and that person responds we need to give God thanks because it is through the Ministry of the Holy Spirit that a person is converted; we are purely messengers.

There is nothing to say that your entrance into the Kingdom of God is related to your merit. It is related purely to the work of Christ on the Cross. However those who suffer on behalf of the Lord are among those who will reign with Him. Romans 8:17, 2 Timothy 2:12.
God allows His people to go through persecutions and tribulations in order to develop in them characteristics which make them "worthy citizens" of his kingdom. It is remembered that some of the apostles rejoiced that they were counted worthy to suffer for Jesus' name.  2 Corinthians 1:5-7, Philippians 3:10, 1 Peter 4:13.
DOCTRINES

FAITH

1. The Christian life can be divided into three sections or stages:

a) Stage 1 - Salvation.

b) Stage 2 - The Christian Walk

c) Stage 3 - The Christian in Heaven.

2. Man has three means of obtaining knowledge:

a) Faith - to believe or trust that something is true

b) Reasoning - using human logic to deduce that something is true

c) Experimentation - to test and prove something to satisfy yourself that it is true

3. The only acceptable method of gaining grace is by faith, since this means depending upon God without our human merit.

a) Stage 1 - Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved - salvation (Acts 16:31).

b) Stage 2 - Trusting in the promises and principles of the Word of God - the Christian walk.

c) Stage 3 - Trusting in God's provision - Heaven.

4. Salvation faith is the complete trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, who died for your sins and rose from the dead to give you eternal life  (Romans 4:20-25).

5. Anything added to becomes works, and therefore nullifies faith (Romans 4:4).

6. Faith is shown outwardly by confession with the mouth (Romans 10:9-10).

7. Since faith does not depend on our own abilities, anybody can believe.  Even little children (Matthew 18:2-4).

8. Assurance is by faith (Hebrews 10:22).

9. Overcoming by faith:

a) The heroes of faith are illustrated for our encouragement in Hebrews 11:1-39.

b) By faith learn to accept conditions as God's will for life and be thankful - Romans 8:28, 1 Thessalonians 3:3; 5:18.

c) By faith maintain fellowship with God, walking in the light - 1 John 1:7.

d) By faith consistently day by day examine your conduct, confessing all known sins - 1 Corinthians 11:28, 31 1 John 1:9.

e) By faith receive the Word of God daily - Matthew 4:4; 5:6, 2 Peter 3:18.

f) By faith pray, casting every care on Him - Hebrews 4:15,16; 1 Peter 5:7.

g) By faith resist the attempts of Satan and he will flee from you - Ephesians 6:10-13, 1 Peter 5:8.

h) By faith meditate on spiritual values and priorities - Philippians 4:6-9.

i) Walk by faith and not by sight - 2 Corinthians 5:7.

LOVE

1. Love for God is total appreciation for all He is and has done.

2. Words for love in Greek language:

a) eros (sexual love) not used in the New Testament

b) storge (comradeship) not used in New Testament

c) agape (concerned love for others, great esteem for the loved one, reverence, a love that springs from adoration and 

    veneration, and is a love of the will that chooses the loved one and devotes self to them to the exclusion of lesser   

    objects.  It may mean a self denying and compassionate devotion to the loved one)

d) phile (a love that embraces and kisses. This love is that of the affections and speaks of friendship and all one will do 

    for a friend).

3. Our Lord makes it clear to Peter in John 21: 15-19 that he wants Peter to love him with agape love that flows from a deep occupation with the Lord. Agape, as a love of the will, must work out in service of the Lord, and this will express the believers love (agape) for other believers also. 

4. Do not love of the things the world has to offer (1 John 2:15-17).

5. True love of God will always lead to love of the brethren  (1  John 1:3 -11,  1 John 3:1-3, 10, 4:7 -12, 19).

6. Love is expressed in worship and in service (1 John 5:1-5).

7. Love for God will flow and grow from knowledge of his word (1 Corinthians 2:9).  

8. This deep love will be expressed in witness for the Lord to others (2 Corinthians 5:14). 

9. God loves every believer with perfect and unchanging love because we are united with His beloved Son.

PRAYER

1. We may know the provision of God but we must communicate with Him in order to obtain this provision.

a) Prayer is the believer's means of communicating with God.

b) The Bible is God's way of communicating with man.

2. Promises Involving Prayer:

a) Matthew 21:22 We should ask believing.

b) Matthew 18:19 The power of corporate prayer.

c) Psalm 116:1, 2 God is always available to hear our prayer.

d) Isaiah 65:24 God will answer while we are yet praying.

e) Matthew 7:7 We are commanded to pray.

f) John 14:13-14 We can ask for anything in His name.

g) Philippians 4:6 The prayer should be with thanksgiving.

h) 1 Thessalonians 5:17 We should pray without ceasing.

i) Hebrews 4:16 We can come boldly to the throne of Grace.

3. Prayer Divided into 4 Segments:

a) Confession of sins (1 John 1:9)

b) Thanksgiving (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

c) Intercession for others. (Ephesians 6:18)

d) Petitions for one's own needs (Hebrews 4:16)

4. Power of Prayer:

a) Individual - Elijah and the burnt offering. (1 Kings 18:36-39)

b) Corporate - the release of Peter from prison. (Acts 12:1-18)

5.  One Prayer that could not be Answered The prayer of our Lord on the Cross. (Psalm 22:1-18)

6. To Whom are Prayers Addressed?

a) Directed to the Father - (Matthew 6:5-9) 

b) In the name of the Son - (Hebrews 7:25)

c) In the power of the Spirit - (Romans 8:26-27)

The Son (Jesus) and Spirit are interceding for us.

7. Prayers can be Divided into Petition and Desire:

a) Petition - What you ask God for. (e.g. a new car)

b) Desire - The desire behind the petition. (e.g. happiness because you have a new car).

8. Four Possible Combinations:

a) Petition answered - Desire not answered. (Psalm 106:15 - The quails of the Exodus generation. (1 Samuel 8:5) - A 

     King to reign over Israel.

b) Petition not answered - Desire answered. (Genesis 18:23) The preservation of Sodom.(2 Corinthians 12:7) - Removal 

    of the thorn in Paul's side.

c) Petition answered - Desire answered (1 Kings 18:36-37) -Elijah requests fire for the offering. (Luke 23:42) -The 

    penitent thief's prayer. Type c) represents the perfect prayer.

d) Petition not answered -Desire not answered. Type d) unanswered prayer has 9 main reasons which are shown in 

    paragraph 10.

9. Reasons for Unanswered Prayer:

a) Lack of belief (Matthew 21:22)

b) Selfishness (James 4:3)

c) Unconfessed sin (Psalm 66:18)

d) Lack of compassion (Proverbs 21:13)

e) Pride and self righteousness (Job 35:12-13)

f) Lack of filling of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:18)

g) Lack of obedience (1 John 3:22)

h) Not in the Divine will (1 John 5:14)

Most of the reasons for unanswered prayer, is some form of sin in the life, which can be solved by confession of known sins as per paragraph 4 a) under the concept of 1 J oh n 1:9

10. Intercessory Prayer

a) This is one of the four factors in a prayer which are:-

b) Confession of sins.

c) Thanksgiving

d) Intercession

e) Own needs.

f) The power of intercessory prayer is taught in (1 Kings 18:42-46) the principle being found in (James 5:16-18)

g) The power of prevailing prayer is shown in (Acts 12)

h) The prayer for the unbeliever (Romans 10:1)

i) Prayer for an unknown believer (Colossians 1:3-11)

j) Prayer for the known believer (Ephesians 1:15-23)

11. The True Lord's Prayer (John 17)

a) That Jesus might be glorified as the Son who has glorified the Father (v 1 cf. Philippians 2:9-11).

b) That He might be restored to glory which He had prior to the foundation of the world (v 5).

c) For safety of believers from the world and the devil (v 11, 15).

d) For the sanctification of believers (v 17).

e) For the spiritual unity of believers (v 21).

f) That the world might believe (v 21).

g) That believers may be with Him in heaven to see and share His glory (v 24).

SUFFERING

1. Ultimately, all suffering is a result of the sin of Adam.

2. God is sovereign and allows even undeserved suffering to come upon the world for a reason (Romans 8:28)

a) To bring people to a point of helplessness where they call out to Him

b) To test and develop faith, so bringing glory to Himself.

3. There will be no suffering for believers in eternity (Revelation 21:4).

4. Unbelievers will suffer forever in the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:12-15).

5. Suffering can be caused by

a) Discipline for your own sins

b) The effect of the sins of others on you - gossip, war, crime

c) Self-induced suffering as a result of your own actions - eg sickness from smoking, poverty from poor stewardship

d) The sovereign will of God - health, weather

6. Premise of Suffering

a) All suffering is designed for blessing in the Christian walk. (1 Peter 1:7, 8, 4:14)

b) Even discipline is designed to restore fellowship. (Hebrews 12:6)

c) Suffering follows the principle of grace. (Romans 8:28, 1 Thessalonians 5:18)

7. Purpose of Christian Suffering

a) To receive discipline for carnality or backsliding. (Psalm 38)

b) To glorify God. (Job 1:8-12, Luke 15:20, 21)

c) To illustrate doctrine (Book of Hosea)

d) To learn obedience (Philippians 2:8, Hebrews 5:8)

e) To keep down pride (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

f) To develop faith (1 Peter 1:7, 8)

g) To witness for Christ (2 Corinthians 13:4)

h) To demonstrate the power of God. (2 Corinthians 11:24-33, 2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

i) To manifest the fruit of the Spirit (2 Corinthians 4:8-11)

j) To help others who suffer. (2 Corinthians 1:3-5)

k) From indirect action - because other believers get out of fellowship. (Romans 14, 1 Corinthians 12:12, 13, 26, 1   

    Samuel 21, 1 Chronicles 21)

BROTHERHOOD OF BELIEVERS

1. All believers are referred to as brothers (gk adelphos), the Greek word used indicating family relationship with both male and female included. As members of the same family who will rule throughout all eternity together it is of the greatest importance to have a special attitude towards our fellow believers. (1 Peter 2:5, 9-10, Revelation 5:10)

2. This attitude should be one of agape love or caring for the ultimate well being of others. (1 Peter 2:17, 3:8, 1 John 3:23, 4:12)

3. We are our brothers keepers, not by way of interference but by being active and alert for their good. (Genesis 4:9 cf James 5:20, 2 Thessalonians 3:15)

4. Because of family closeness there is a danger that one member may lead another astray, so discipline is required. (1 Corinthians 5:11)

5. In our family there must be a readiness to forgive. (Matthew 18:21)

6. The world has its own brotherhood of evil and sin. (John 15:19)

7. The soul and fruit of a person shows the family to which they belong. (Matthew 12:33)

8. All of us were born into Adam's family. (1 Corinthians 15:22)

9. We either stay there in sin or become a member of the Lord's family. (John 8:42-44)

THANKFULNESS

1. In everything we are told to give thanks. In (1 Corinthians 1) Paul gives thanks for a number of items concerning God's provision.

2. Thanksgiving for grace (v 4)

3. Thanksgiving for spiritual wealth. (v 5).

4. Thanksgiving for witnessing. (v 6).

5. Thanksgiving for spiritual gifts (v 7).

6. Thanksgiving for ultimate sanctification (v 8)

7. Thanksgiving for divine faithfulness (v 9).

a) Faithful to forgive us our sins (1 John 1:9).

b) Faithful in not allowing too great a temptation (1 Corinthians 10:13).

c) Faithful is He who calls you (1 Thessalonians 5:24).

d) Faithful in keeping us from evil (2 Thessalonians 3:3).

e) Faithful even when we are unfaithful (2 Timothy 2:13).

MATURITY

CATEGORIES OF BELIEVERS

1. Standpoint of Spirituality

a) Spiritual believer - the Holy Spirit controls the inside of the believer (Romans 8:6b).

b) Carnal believer - the sinful nature controls the inside of the believer (Romans 8:6a).

2. Standpoint of Growth

a) Baby - one who has just received Christ as Saviour.

b) Adolescent - one who has learned some doctrine but is not yet in the application state.

c) Mature - one who knows and applies doctrine and spends a maximum amount of time in the filling of the Holy Spirit.

3. Relationship of Maturity and Spirituality

a) Spirituality is an absolute. The Holy Spirit either controls or He does not. One cannot be a little bit carnal. If he is 

     carnal he is NOT spiritual.

b) Maturity is speeded up by spirituality, but a baby believer can be either carnal or spiritual, and a mature believer can 

     be carnal or spiritual.

MATURITY – SIGNS OF MATURITY (Romans 15:1-15)

1. Helping others (v 1-3)  The mature believer should bear the infirmities of the weak (v 1; cf. Galatians 6:2). Paul includes himself as a believer of mature strength.

a) A mature believer is characterised by:

i) Knowing doctrine.

ii) Knowing promises.

iii) Spending a maximum amount of time by the filling of the Holy Spirit.

b) A weak or immature believer may be:

i) A new believer.

ii) An ignorant believer who does not know the Word.

c) A mature believer bears the infirmities of the weak believer by:

i) Giving information about the Word (doctrine, promises, procedures). This may be in private conversation.

ii) Giving advice based on the Word.

iii) Exercising grace; listening to and helping others with problems.

d)  The mature believer is not to "please himself" (v 1,2).

i) He is not to feed his ego or brag about helping others. It should never be done for self-glory or self-stimulation, but for God's glory.

ii) Christ as the supreme example: (v 3)

He did not please Himself; but as a man He received more pressure than we will ever have.

The Old Testament says, "the reproaches of Israel ('them') that reproached the Father ('Thee') fell on the Son ('Me') on the cross." Paul quotes a Messianic Psalm (Psalm 69:9). Christ was under maximum pressure when He bore our sins on the cross.

2. Knowledge of the Word of God: (v 4)

a) The Old Testament ("things written aforetime") was the only scripture existing at the time Romans was written. The 

     canon is now completed.

b) the purpose of the Word:

i) Learning - doctrine God wants us to know.

ii) Patience - faith in the long distance race. Believing moment by moment.

iii) Comfort - in trials and difficulties of life.

iv) Hope - for the future. Believers know where they are going.

3. Attitudes (v 5-6)

Believers are to see others from the divine viewpoint and be "like-minded one toward another". Their one purpose in life, after salvation, is "with one mind and one mouth, glorify God" (v 6). This is only possible from the divine viewpoint.

i) We are all saved by grace. Christ died for us when we were His enemies (Romans 5:8).

ii) We all have the same spiritual privileges and responsibilities (except spiritual gifts).

iii) Every believer has a sinful nature but have different ways of expressing it.

iv) We all get spirituality the same way (filling of the Holy Spirit) and all grow the same way, by the Word.

v) God loves each believer with the same amount of love, whether we are in or out of temporal fellowship.

4. Fellowship as the basis of grace: (v 7)

a) Believers are to receive one another as Christ received them.

b) He received them in GRACE to the glory of God.

5. Ability to distinguish between Israel and the Church (v 8-12)

a) Christ was a minister under the Law (v 8).

i) He was born, ministered, died, arose and ascended under the dispensation of the Law.

ii) Therefore all He said (except Matthew 16 and John 14-17) amplified the Mosaic Law, confirmed the four unconditional covenants to Israel and the future of Israel with Him as their King. Some principles He gave are re-stated in the Epistles as the Christian way of life.

b) Before the Law was given (v 9) the Abrahamic and Palestinian covenants promised blessing to the Jews, that the 

    Gentiles may glorify God for His mercy.

c) Paul quotes (Psalm 18:49; Deuteronomy 32:43; Psalm 117; Isaiah 11:1-10). (Jesus Christ as the root of David and 

    Jesse, is to reign over the Gentiles too.)

6. Faith that appropriates (v 13)

a) The God of hope is to fill the believer with joy and peace in the sphere of believing. Faith is the means.

b) Faith appropriates salvation, restoration to fellowship, filling of the Holy Spirit, doctrine, promises.

7. Knowing the operation of grace (v 14,15)

a) A mature believer realises all he has is because of God's grace and he operates his life on the basis of grace.

b) Grace is manifested in the believer in:

i) Salvation (Ephesians 2:8,9)

ii) Prayer (Hebrews 4:16)

iii) Suffering (2 Corinthians 12:9)

iv) Releasing power (2 Timothy 2:1

v) Growth and stability (2 Peter 3:18)

vi) Restoration and fellowship (Hebrews 12:15; 1 John 1:9) 

vii) Producing works (1 Corinthians 15:10; 2 Corinthians 6:1; 9:9) 

viii) Christian way of life (2 Corinthians 1:12; Hebrews 12:28).

THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGEMENT OF GOD  - VERSES 6-10

1:6  Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you;  7  And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels,  8  In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:  9  Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power; 10  When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired  in all them that believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that day. 
	Seeing
	Ei Per
	If truly

	Recompense 
	Antanpodidomi
	[Aorist Active Infinitive] Give in return

	Tribulation
	Thlipsis
	Pressure, Affliction

	Trouble
	Thlibo
	[Present Active Participle [v6], Present Passive Participle [v 7]] Press, Squeeze

	Rest
	Anesis
	A sending up or back

	Revealed
	Apokalupsis
	An uncovering

	Heaven
	Ouranos
	Heaven, sky, air

	Mighty
	Dunamis
	Power

	Angels
	Aggelos
	Messenger, Agent 

	Flaming
	Phlox
	Flame

	Fire 
	Pur
	Fire

	Vengeance
	Ekdikesis
	Full Vengeance

	Know 
	Oida
	[Perfect Active Participle] Know

	Obey
	Hupakouo
	[Present Active Participle] To hearken. Obey

	Gospel
	Euaggelion
	Good news, Tidings, Word

	Punished
	Dikenteo
	[Future Active Indicative] To pay justice

	Everlasting
	Aionios
	Age lasting

	Destruction
	Olethros
	Destruction

	Presence
	Prosopon
	Face, Countenance 

	Glory
	Doxa
	Glory

	Power
	Ischus
	Strength, Force 

	Shall come
	Erchomai
	[Aorist Active Subjunctive] To come 

	Saints 
	Hagios
	Set apart, Separate, Holy

	Admired
	Thaumazo
	[Aorist Passive Infinitive] To wonder

	Believe
	Pisteuo
	[ Aorist Active Participle] To adhere, To Trust, To Rely on

	Testimony
	Marturion
	Witness, Testimony


ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND

Verse 6.

 God will revenge pressure on His own by placing maximum pressure upon those who follow after evil, and delight in wickedness towards the saints.  He will judge the oppressors of the brethren, it is only timing. The righteous action of God is seen in two ways - punishment for the persecutors and then rest for the persecuted.

In Romans 12:19 we are told, "Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord."  The Lord is responsible for vengeance and the saint is urged to wait upon the Lord for justice, for it will come, and when it does it “will not tarry”.  Hebrews 10:30-31, 35-39, 12:28-29.
The timing of His repaying of evil is the prerogative of God not man, as seen in Revelation 6:10,11, "And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?  And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellow servants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled."
Here is seen the tribulational martyrs pleading with the Lord to deal with the oppressors. God provides for them and tells them that His timing is perfect, and his plan will be seen to have been absolutely perfect, but only when all the facts are seen from the other side of eternity. 

Another example occurs in Revelation 11:7-13 which states, "And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves. And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth. And after three days and an half the spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them. And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them. And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven".
In this passage the world thinks that it has dealt once and for all with the two witnesses who have been frustrating them for three and a half years with their ministry out of Jerusalem. God allows the Antichrist to kill them. Their bodies lay for three and a half days in the city streets, until all of a sudden they are resuscitated by God, much to the shock, horror, and anguish of the unbelievers who have delighted in their demise. 

Verses 7-8
 Paul now says that God will give the believer rest. Rest in the face of suffering is also given in Revelation 14:13,  "And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them."

This will be fulfilled completely when the Lord returns at the Second Advent for the separation of the sheep [believers] from the goats [unbelievers]. The sheep will go to everlasting joy whilst the goats go to eternal judgement.  Matthew 25:31ff. The rest of the believer is finally complete, only when justice is totally done upon the earth, for the genuine believer will always feels some inner turmoil at injustice and evil, but when it is eliminated there is perfect peace of mind and in society.
Whilst the flaming fire could be a reference to the Shekinah Glory, (Exodus 16:10) it is more likely that it is the fiery judgement of God which is about to be unleashed (Psalm 50:3; Isaiah 66:15).  The entire present creation “groans” under the burden of what sin and evil has done, and will one day be wound up and dissolve, replaced by a new creation.  2 Peter 3:7-12, Revelation 21-22.  Even this judgment is not what appears to be in view here, but rather the Lord’s fiery judgement of evil men before setting up his earthly kingdom.  Revelation 19-20.
Some commentators relate these verses to Jude 14, which tells of the return of the Lord Jesus Christ with His saints, whereas this passage clearly relates to mighty angels. There is no Scriptural evidence that angels have salvation such as repentant fallen man does, thus those of Jude, who are believers in resurrection bodies, are not considered to be analogous to this passage.

This passage appears to relate more correctly to Revelation 14:14-20. That the judgement is against unbelievers is seen in the last phrase of verse 8, where they are said not to obey the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

In this verse Paul describes two classes marked out for judgement. 

1. 
Those who do not know God - those who have rejected the knowledge of the true God as revealed in creation and in conscience. 

2. 
Those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ - those who have heard the gospel and have rejected it. 

Verse 9

 Here we see the “second death” of the unbeliever in all its horror. By definition death is the separation of a person from someone or something. For instance at physical death man's soul is permanently separated from his body, but the second death is so much worse, and it sends a shudder own the spine of all believers – for it is the end of the unbeliever, and that sad fate drives us to evangelism.  Romans 1:13-17.   

With spiritual death men are separated from God forever. If unbelief is perpetuated until physical death this will lead one to the Great White Throne Judgment, and the second death, which is a permanent separation of a person from God. Carnality in the Christian is also called death, as it separates the believer from the ability to do works of eternal value, and robs them of time in sweet fellowship with the Lord Jesus.

The punishment is here defined as everlasting destruction. The Greek word translated "everlasting" or "eternal" is used seventy times in the New Testament. Three times it may mean "ages of limited duration" (Romans 16:25; 2 Timothy 1:9; Titus. 1:2). The other times it means eternal or endless. It is used in Romans 16:26 to describe the unending existence of God.

In Philippians 3:18-19 we are told of those who are the enemies of the Cross of Christ are those under eternal judgment. They are those whose god is their belly and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things, and despise eternal values, and so spend eternity locked away from things of eternal value. In the west this could well relate to worship of materialism, but it is to value anything other than what is of eternal value – fellowship with the Creator. 

The everlasting destruction is indicated in a number of passages. In Matthew 25:41 the Lord Jesus Christ says to the unbelievers, "Depart from me ye cursed into the everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels”.

Destruction never means annihilation. It means loss of well-being, or ruin, as far as the purpose of existence is concerned. The wineskins which the Lord Jesus described in Luke 5:37 were "destroyed" (same root word as used here). They did not cease to exist, but they were ruined as far as further usefulness was concerned.  In Revelation 14:11 those who have accepted the Antichrist are said to be tormented and the smoke of their torment ascends for ever and ever and they have no rest day and night.

In Revelation 20:14-15 we are told about the second death where anyone not found in the Book of Life is cast into the Lake of Fire, but even there the punishment is not annihilation, but a conscious torment forever, realising that the choices made were eternal and irreversible.  Their existence there is palpable, and can be seen by all who enter the new creation, but without any distress, because all know at that time that those locked in the Lake of Fire are there by free choice and would not want to share eternity with God.  Isaiah 14:9-11, 12-20, Revelation 21:4, 8, 27. 
Verse 10   
Here the Lord Jesus Christ is said to be glorified in His saints, and to be admired among believers. At the Second Advent the Lord Jesus Christ will be welcomed by the believers onto the earth as their deliverer from imminent destruction.  The forces of the Anti-Christ will be close to what must seen like inevitable victory over the saved remnant of mankind, and yet all turns to dust for evil.  Isaiah 61-63, Revelation 19-20.
John 17:10 makes it clear that Christ is glorified by his saints, both in worship, and in their actions that bring glory to the Lord. The saints have brought glory to Jesus Christ by receiving salvation through Christ, and through the Holy Spirit producing works which are glorifying to God the gold silver and precious stones of 1 Corinthians 3:11-15, "For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire."
The Thessalonians became saints because they had been successfully evangelised by Paul and they have acted like saints in the filling of the Holy Spirit, producing good fruit to the Lord’s glory.  They glorify him by their actions, and bring glory forever by their eternal rewards.
APPLICATION

God's action in allowing His people to be persecuted, and in permitting the existence of their persecutors, had a double purpose, to test the fitness of His people for government (verse 5); and second, to demonstrate the fitness of their persecutors for judgement.

Just as God will punish the enemies of His people, so He will give rest to those who suffer for His sake. We should not conclude from verse7 that suffering saints will not obtain relief from trial until Christ comes back from heaven in flaming fire. This verse says that when the Lord pours out final judgement on His adversaries, the saints will be seen by the world to be enjoying divinely appointed rest.

The time of God's righteous judgement is when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels. Retribution for the ungodly, and rest for believers are included in His coming. This is clearly His return at the end of the Tribulation. The believers on earth will be saved in the sense of being made secure at that time, and the unbelievers will be “made secure” also, but in Hell awaiting final judgment.

Why then does Paul seem to say that these conditions will not take place until Christ returns to earth in power and great glory?  It is because the destruction of the Lord's enemies at the end of the Tribulation will be a public demonstration of the doom of all who have afflicted God's people down through all ages.  The Second Advent at one point in time will illustrate the quiet and multitude judgements that the Lord has made through the millennia upon those who have persecuted his people.
The wicked will be permanently removed from the presence of the Lord and be without Him forever, which is what they want, but not as they desire it.

We as Christians have a moment by moment rest in the Lord, but only when we are controlled by the Holy Spirit.

In the world many people try and ensure that there are areas of knowledge which they do not pass on in order to retain academic superiority over their students.  In the case of a Christian we must pass on all our knowledge to our disciples so that they can be assisted in reaching a higher plain. We need to assist them climbing and we ought to delight when they sit upon our shoulders and achieve more than we have.

The case for unity combined with perseverance, indicates to the unbeliever your security in Christ, and a proof of his future judgement.
Often the reason for the delay in God's judgement is to allow the witness of the believers to be fully appreciated by the unbelievers so that some may be converted as a result. 

When God takes vengeance, it is righteous. There is no thought of "getting even" but rather of giving out the righteous and just punishment which His holy, righteous character demands. He has no pleasure in the death of the wicked (Ezekiel. 18:32, 2 Peter 3:9).  God has provided all man needs to be saved – but judgment is God’s provision for those who do not wish to avail themselves of grace.
The gospel is not simply a statement of facts to be believed, but a Person to be worshipped and obeyed. Belief in the NT sense involves worship and obedience.

A god who doesn't punish sin is no God at all. The idea that a God of love must not punish sin overlooks the fact that God is also holy and must do what is true to His character.  Heaven is no longer heaven if one evil person enters it.
In the case of the two witnesses, if the unbelievers are not converted in the following three and a half years they have, the persecutors will go to an eternity without Christ at the Second Advent of Christ.
His coming will be a time of glory for the Lord, and of amazement for the spectators. He will be glorified in His saints, that is, He will be honoured because of what He has done in and through them. Their salvation, sanctification, and glorification will be tributes to His grace and power.

He will be admired among all those who believe. Onlookers will be amazed as they see what He has been able to do with such unpromising human beings! 

This will include the Thessalonians too, because they had received and believed the testimony of the apostles. 

DOCTRINES

JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST

1. There are three types of judgment for believers in the Church Age.

a) Judgment of Sins:- The Lord Jesus Christ on the cross substituted the payment of all man's sins. The penalty of sin is 

     death (Romans 6:23). There is therefore no judgment for those in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1). The substitutionary  

     death is given in 2 Corinthians 5:19-2 1, Galatians 3:13.

b) Judgment of Self:- We are told that if we judge ourselves we shall not be judged.  Failure to do so brings discipline (1 

    Corinthians 5:1-5, 11:31, 32, 2 Corinthians 2:5-7, Hebrews 12:7, 1 John 1:9).

c) Judgment Seat of Christ:- This is the evaluation of the production of believers for the purpose of reward (2 Corinthians 

    5:10)

2. The Judgment Seat of Christ is a time of reward.  Our human works (wood, hay, stubble) will be burned, our works in the power of the Spirit (gold, silver, precious stones) will be rewarded. (1 Corinthians 3:11-16).

3. At the Judgment Seat of Christ the believer can be denied reward but can never lose his salvation (2Timothy 2:12-13).

4. Backslidden believers have no reward at the Judgment Seat of Christ (Hebrews 6:7-12).

5. The Judgment Seat of Christ is illustrated by the famous athletic games in the ancient world (1 Corinthians 9:24-27).

6. Rewards at the Judgment Seat of Christ is based on grace (James 2:12, 13).

7. Since we will be judged by Christ, we are not to judge each other (Matthew 7:1-2).

JUDGMENT: GREAT WHITE THRONE

1. The judgment of the Great White Throne is the last judgment (Revelation 20:11, 15).

2. Only the unsaved are judged at the last judgment as there is no judgment for Christians (Romans 8:1).

3. The last judgment occurs at the end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:7-15).

4. The unsaved are judged according to their works from the Books of Works (Revelation 20:12).

5. The judgment is to show that the Human works of man cannot satisfy the justice of God. God is totally fair and shows that he is only satisfied by "The Good Work". The death of Christ on the Cross.

6. Having shown the unsaved they have failed to satisfy the holiness of God, the condemned are cast into the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:15).

JUDGMENT IN REVELATION: SEALS, TRUMPETS, BOWLS

SEVEN SEALS

1. White Horse of Peace. (Revelation 6:1-2)

2. Red Horse of War. (Revelation 6:3-4)

3. Black Horse of Famine. (Revelation 6:5-6)

4. Pale Horse of Death. (Revelation 6:7-8)

5. Persecution. (Revelation 6:9-11)

6. Destruction. (Revelation 6:12-17)

7. Seven Trumpet Judgments. (Revelation 8:1)

SEVEN TRUMPETS

1. Hail, Fire and Blood. (Revelation 8:7)

2. Burning Mountain. (Revelation 8:8- 9)

3. Wormwood. (Revelation 8:10-11)

4. Universe Struck. (Revelation 8:12-13)

5. Locusts. (Revelation 9:1-12)

6. 200 Million Man Army. (Revelation 9:13-21)

7. Seven Bowls Judgments. (Revelation 11:15-19)

SEVEN BOWLS

1. Severe Sores. (Revelation 16:2)

2. Sea of Blood. (Revelation 16:3)

3. Rivers of Blood. (Revelation 16:4- 7)

4. Scorching Heat. (Revelation 16:8- 9)

5. Darkness and Pain. (Revelation 16:10-11)

6. Armageddon. (Revelation 16:12)

7. Earthquake and Hailstones. (Revelation 16:17-21)

DEATH

1. In essence, death means "separation".

2. Types of death:

a) Physical death - is the separation of the soul from the body (Genesis 35:18).

b) Spiritual death - is separation from God, having no relationship with God (Ephesians 2:1,12, Genesis 2:17,3:8)

c) The second death - this is the Great White Throne judgment followed by the lake of fire for unbelievers - separation from the presence of God, punished forever (revelation 20:12-15, 21:8)

d) Positional death - Christians are identified with Jesus Christ in His death (separation from sin) and in His resurrection (living in righteousness) Romans 6:3-14 Colossians 2:12-14

e) Sexual death - inability to procreate (Romans 4:17-21, Hebrews 11:11-12)

f) Operational death - faith without works is non operational (James 2:26)

g) Temporal death - a carnal believer, out of fellowship with God (Romans 8:6-8,13, Ephesians 5:14, 1 Timothy 5:6, James 1:15, Revelation 3:1)

3. Reasons for death:

a) The work is finished. (John 19:30 cf. Luke 23:46, 2 Timothy 4:7)

b) For the glory of God - martyrdom (John 21:19, Acts 7:55-60)

c) The sin unto death - extreme discipline for believers with hardened hearts against God (1 John 5:16)

d) Suicide - superimposing your will over God's will for your life (1 Samuel 31:4, Matthew 27:5

e) The unique death of Christ - committing His own spirit to the Father (Luke 23:46)

KINGDOM

1. The Kingdom of Heaven is distinguished from the Kingdom of God.

a) Kingdom of Heaven

i) The Kingdom of Heaven will be the visible future Kingdom of the Lord on the earth. (Luke 1:31-33)

ii) Entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven, includes those physically alive going into the Millennium. (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43, 47-50)

b) Kingdom of God

i) The Kingdom of God is spiritual (John 3:3, Romans 14:17, Luke 17:20) 

ii) Entrance into the Kingdom of God is through regeneration. (John 3:3-7)

iii) The Kingdom of God covers the divine authority over all creation for all time. (Luke 13:28, 29, Hebrews  12:22, 23)

2. The King was born as prophesied of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14 cf Matthew 1:18-25) and in Bethlehem. (Micah 5:2 cf Matthew 2:1)

3. The Kingdom was announced as at hand (Matthew 4:17) but was rejected by the Jews both from a moral (Matthew 11:20) and official viewpoint (Matthew 21:42-43). As a result the King was crowned with thorns.

4. Afterwards He announced His purpose to build His church. (Matthew 16:18) 

5. The mysteries of the Church and the Kingdom of Heaven were seen as concurrent - they both refer to the spiritual kingdom. (Ephesians 3:9-11)

6. When He returns at the Second Advent, the Lord Jesus Christ will establish the Kingdom for 1000 years before eternity resumes. (Matthew 24:27-30, Luke 1:31-33, Acts 15:14-17, Revelation 20:1-10)

7. At the end of the Millennium, Jesus Christ will deliver up the Kingdom to the Father (1 Corinthians 15:24-28)

8. The eternal throne is of God and the Lamb. (Revelation 22:1)

KINGDOM – MILLENNIAL KINGDOM

1. "Thy will be done on earth, " will be fulfilled in the Millennium. (Matthew 6:10)

2. The Kingdom is the Millennium, the first 1,000 years of Jesus' eternal reign. It will be after the second advent, on the old earth. (Revelation 20:4-6)

a) Promised (2 Samuel 7:8-17, Psalm 89:20-33)

b) Prophesied (Isaiah 2:1-5, 2:11, 12, 35, 55, 56, 62:11)

c) Presented (Matthew, Mark, Luke ) Israel, not the church)

d) Postponed Epistles of New Testament (for church age)

e) Proclaimed (Revelation 10) (Angelic herald) (Revelation 11:1-1 4) (Human heralds)

f) Plagiarised (Revelation 13)

g) Perfected (Revelation 11:15-19)

3. Issues relating to the Kingdom

a) The Character of God - will He keep His word to Israel? Yes. Jesus Christ will reign.

b) Unconditional Covenant - will He keep Covenant? Yes. Abrahamic, Palestinian, Davidic, New - all fulfilled in the Millennium.

c) Dispersion of Israel - will He recover them again? Yes. At the second advent.

d) Advent - will He return to earth at the worst period in history? Yes. At the end of the Tribulation.

e) Millennial - The Kingdom of Jesus Christ is eternal, why the emphasis on the first 1,000 years? Jesus will do what Satan has been trying to do for 6,000 years; He will create perfect environment in an instant, as a demonstration to prove that perfect environment is not the answer; regeneration is.

4. Principles from Micah 4:1-8

a) The Kingdom will be supreme. (Micah 4:1)

b) The Kingdom will be universal. (Micah 4:2)

c) The Kingdom will be peaceful. (Micah 4:3)

d) The Kingdom will secure universal prosperity. (Micah 4:4-5)

e) The nation of Israel ruled by the Lord for the Kingdom. (Micah 4:6-8)

OBEDIENCE

1. Obedience is better than offerings. (1 Samuel 15:22; Proverbs 21:3; 28:9).  If we are not in God's will, any "worship" we offer is unacceptable.

2. Obedience is something you have to learn. The basic training in obedience has to start in childhood. As it says in (Exodus 20:12 and Deuteronomy 5:16) "Honour your father and your mother. " (Proverbs 4:3,4; 22:6; 29:15-17; Hebrews 5:8).

3. Teaching your child obedience is an act of love. (Proverbs 3:12; 19:18; 23:13-14).

4. We have to obey those who are in authority over us. (Exodus 20:12; 22:28; Leviticus 19:3; Deuteronomy 5:16; Romans 13:1-5; Ephesians 6:1-5; Colossians 3:18-22; Titus 3:1).

5. Those in authority have been put in that position by God. (Romans 13:1).

6. Obedience to those in authority is obedience to God. (Proverbs 24:21; Ephesians 6:7; Colossians 3:23-24; Romans 13:5).

7. Disobedience to those in authority is disobedience to God. (Romans 1:30; 13:2).

8. But when we are ordered to do something that is against God's Will we have to disobey. (Acts 4:19; 5:40-42).

9. The fifth commandment (Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16) is the only commandment with a promise. (Proverbs 10:17; Ephesians 6:1-3). Social life in a society is only possible when the people in it have learned to obey.

10. If this commandment is ignored, if the authority of the family is denied or not exercised, society will quickly slide into anarchy. (Isaiah 3:12; Proverbs 29:21; 30:21-23; Romans 1:30.)

11. Jesus Christ was perfect in His obedience. (Luke 2:51; Philippians 2:8).  Examples of the Lord's perfect obedience to the Father's will.

a) The Lord's temptation in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11), where the Lord resisted the temptation in His humanity to  

     use His divine power outside the Father's will (Philippians 2:5-8, Hebrews 10:7).

b) In the Garden of Gethsemane the Lord resisted all temptation to the contrary but set His face firmly to go through with 

    the horror of the cross (Matthew 26:38-46, Mark 14:34-42, Luke 22:41-44).

c) During the provocations of the trials the Lord stood firm and resolute. Although He had the power to resist arrest, as 

    shown briefly in (John 18:6), He voluntarily went with the troops, even chiding Peter for his sword play (Luke 22:49-  

    51). Although abused (Matthew 26:67-68), struck (John 18:22), scourged (Matthew 27:26), mocked and beaten   

    (Matthew 27:27-31), and finally crucified the Lord calmly accepted this all as part of the Father's Plan, resisting any 

    temptation to rebel at the injustice, cruelty and callousness of those who perpetrated this evil. Rather He prayed for 

    them, acknowledging to Pilate that all this was part of His role as Saviour (Luke 23:34, John 18:37).

d) When miracles were demanded by Herod Antipas (Luke 23:8-11) the Lord resisted any temptation to instantly judge 

    that evil man and his court but saying nothing set His face to the cross on which He would bear even the sins of Herod 

    Antipas (1 John 2:2).

e) When He stumbled on the road to the cross He did not call on divine strength but Simon of Cyrene had to be pressed 

    into service to carry the cross (Matthew 27:32, Luke 23:26).

f) When reviled by the crowds as He hung on the cross, taunted to do things which He could have done, He resisted all 

    temptation to step down from the cross but stayed there to bear the sins of all (Matthew 27:39-44, Mark 15:29-32, 

    Luke 23 :35-39).

GOSPEL OF SALVATION

1. Gospel means "good news" - there are four gospels are found in the New Testament.

2. Gospel of the Kingdom.

a) Preached by John the Baptist (Matthew 3:1, 2) the Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 4:23) and his disciples (Matthew l0:7) Thy Kingdom come (Matthew 6:10).

b) It consists of the setting up on earth of Christ's 1,000 year Kingdom thus fulfilling the Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7:16)

c) There will be another preaching of the gospel by the Jewish remnant in the days of the Great Tribulation before the 2nd Advent. (Matthew 24:14, Revelation 7) After the 2nd Advent the 1,000 year reign commences. (Revelation 20:1-6)

3. Gospel of Grace - the gospel of personal salvation by grace through faith. This gospel appears under many names and is the means of salvation throughout the history of mankind.

a) Gospel of God (Romans 1:1, 1 Thessalonians 2:2)

b) Gospel of Christ - (Mark 1:1, Romans 1:16)

c) Gospel of the Grace of God - (Acts 20:24)

d) Gospel of Peace - (Ephesians 6:15)

e) Gospel of your salvation - (Ephesians 1:13)

f) Glorious Gospel - (2 Corinthians 4:4)

4. The Everlasting Gospel - (Revelation 14:6) -the good news is everlasting. This gospel will be preached on earth just before Christ's return in glory. (Matthew 25:31, 32). This gospel is the means of salvation to countless thousands both Jews and Gentiles. (Revelation 7:9-14)

5. Paul's "My Gospel" - (Romans 2:16)  This is the same gospel of salvation by grace through faith but includes the mystery doctrines of the church age not previously revealed. The gospel in the Old Testament was revealed by the Tabernacle, Feasts, Levitical Offerings etc.

6. "Another Gospel" which is not another (Galatians 1:6, 7, 2 Corinthians 11:4) This is a perversion of the Gospel of Christ (Galatians 1:8, 9) The curse is proclaimed on any who preach it.  There have been many perversions - legalism in Galatia, angel worship in Colossae (Colossians 2:18) among others.

SHEKINAH GLORY

1. The Shekinah glory is the visible manifestation of the presence of God. The usual title used is the glory of God.

2. It is from the Hebrew word "shachan" meaning dwelling.

3. It took the form of light, fire, cloud or a combination of these.

4. At times it is associated with the following, the Angel of Jehovah, the Holy Spirit, The Cherubim and the motif of thick darkness.

5. Appearances of the Shekinah Glory in the Old Testament:

a) The Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:8)

b) The time of the Abrahamic Covenant  (Genesis 15:12-18)

c) The burning bush (Exodus 3:1-5)

d) At the Exodus (Exodus 13:21,22)

e) At Mount Sinai (Exodus 19:16-20)

f) The special manifestation to Moses (Exodus 33:17-23)

g) The Tabernacle and the Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 29:42-46)

h) The book of Leviticus (Leviticus 9:6-7, 22-24)

i) The Book of Numbers (Numbers 13:30-14:45, 16:1-50, 20:6-13)

j) The period of Joshua and the Judges (1 Samuel 4:21-22)

k) Solomon's Temple (1 Kings 8:1-13, 2 Chronicles 5:2-7:3)

l) The departure of the Shekinah Glory (Ezekiel 1:28, 3:12,23, 8:3-4, 9:3a, 10:4, 18-19, 11:22-23)

m) The Shekinah glory was not in the second Temple (Haggai 2:3,9)

6. Appearance of the Shekinah Glory in the New Testament:

a) To the Shepherds (Luke 2:8-9)

b) The Christmas star (Matthew 2:1-12)

c) It comes in a new form (John 1:1-14)

d) The transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-8, Mark 9:2-8, Luke 9:288-36, 2 Peter 1:16-18)

e) The reflection of that glory (2 Corinthians 3:12-18)

f) The Book of the Acts (Acts 2:1-3, 9:3-8, 22:6-11, 26:13-18)

g) The Revelation (Revelation 1:12-16)

h) In the Tribulation (Revelation 15:8)

i) The Second Coming of Christ (Matthew 16:27, 24:30, Mark 13:26, Luke 21:27)

j) The Millennium (Ezekiel 43:1-7a, 44:1-2, Zechariah 2:4-5, Isaiah 36:1-2, 58:8-9a, 60:1-3)

k) The Eternal State (Revelation 21:1-3, 21:23-24)

PAUL'S PRAYER FOR THE SAINTS - VERSE 11-12

1:11  Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you  worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and  the work of faith with power: 12  That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and  ye in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

	Day
	Hemera
	Day

	Pray
	Proseuchomai
	[Present Middle Indicative] To pray or wish for

	Count Worthy
	Axioo
	[Aorist Active Subjunctive] To reckon worthy

	Calling
	Klesis
	Calling

	Fulfil
	Pleroo
	[Aorist Active Subjunctive] To fill, make full

	Good Pleasure
	Eudokia
	[Aorist Passive Subjunctive] Good Pleasure

	Goodness
	Agathosune
	Goodness

	Work
	Ergon
	Work, Deed, Business

	Faith
	Pistis
	Faith, Faithfulness, Steadiness

	Power
	Dunamis
	Ability, Power

	Name
	Onoma
	Name

	Glorified
	Endoxazomai
	[Aorist Passive Subjunctive] To be glorified

	According to 
	Kata
	According the a norm or standard 

	Grace
	Charis
	Grace


ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND

Verse 11  
Paul constantly remembered the Thessalonians in his prayers, that their spiritual life might be satisfactory to God.  It is of critical importance to pray for your disciples, that they may be a good example of the Christian walk.   Paul wanted maximum eternal rewards for his converts, and the greatest blessing in time and eternity for all he led to the Lord, but above all he wanted the Lord to receive the glory.  Romans 1:8-10, Philippians 1:9-11.
In Colossians 1:12 another word is used for “count” and that is to qualify or be qualified. We need to be acceptable to the Lord, and that means we need to be walking in the filling of the Holy Spirit.  The only way to do that is to be filled with the Spirit and be obedient to his guidance through the Word of God. 

The work of faith in this verse reminds us of 1 Thessalonians 1:3, "Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father". 
In this verse we note that the work of faith is to be accomplished with power; God’s power in the Spirit, not the power of men in their human strength.  God wants us to “do good” but in his strength, not by any legalistic self management system.  Psalm 51:17-19, 103:10-17, Ephesians 1:15-23.  
Verse 12  
The purpose of all this is given in this verse. The purpose of the plan of God is that the name of the Lord Jesus Christ might be glorified in the Holy Spirit transformed lives of we believers, and that we might be glorified in Him. The whole package is based on the grace of God.  This was Jesus great desire in his last prayer for his disciples.  John 17:21-26.
This means that they would give an accurate representation of Him to the world, and thus bring glory to Him. Then they, too, would be glorified in Him. Their association with Him, their Head, would bring honour to them as members of His Body.  When we act as the Lord has designed us to act within his perfect plan, then we win glory for the Lord, and that glory reflects back upon us.  2 Corinthians 8:7-9, Colossians 2:9-10, 1 Peter 1:6-9, Titus 2:11-14. 
APPLICATION

The only glorious power is that found in Jesus Christ. The unbeliever will be penalised being not only away from God's presence but also from His glory and power.
The only thing that can glorify the Lord on the earth at the moment is a spirit filled Christian.   That is what we are all called to be.
This reminds us that prayer can be answered only according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul therefore concludes a wonderful explanation of the meaning and outcome of suffering in the believer's life.
DOCTRINES

GLORY

1. Glory is used for the essence of God. (Romans. 3:23; Ephesians. 1:17; Deuteronomy. 5:24)

2. Glory is used in the scriptures for maturity. (Ephesians. 3:21; 1 Peter 1:8)

3. In a perfect marriage, the woman is the Glory of the man. (1 Corinthians. 11:7)

4. The grace of God is also described as Glory. (Ephesians. 1:6) and riches of Glory. (Ephesians. 1:18; 3:16; Phil. 4:19)

5. Heaven and eternal life are described as Glory. (1 Timothy 3:16; Hebrews. 2:10; 1 Peter 5:10)

6. Human glamour is also described as Glory. (1 Peter 1:24; Philippians 3:19)

7. Glory is used to describe the wonders of the universe. (1 Corinthians. 15:40,41)

8. Glory is used to describe the resurrection body of the believer. (1 Corinthians. 15:43; 2 Thessalonians. 2:14)

9. Glory for a woman is her long hair (1 Corinthians 11:15) as it shows her femininity.

PROMISES

1. FROM GOD'S VIEWPOINT

When a person promises you something the promise is only as strong as the character of the person making the promise. The character of God is perfect therefore His promises are totally reliable.

a) Unchangeable -A promise in the Bible is the same for us in the 20th Century as it was to Paul.

b) All-knowing - God knows all our problems so there is always a promise or doctrine to cater for our difficulties.

c) Love - God will provide for His children.

d) Truth - All the promises are totally true.

2. FROM MAN'S VIEWPOINT

a) We must know the promises.

b) We must believe the promises.

c) We must want to trust in God.

3. There are about 7,000 promises that deal with the Christian on earth.

4. TYPICAL PROMISES FOR VARIOUS STAGES IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

a) Stage 1 - Salvation (John 3:16; Acts 16:31)

b) Stage 2 - Christian on earth. (1 John 1:9; Romans 8:28; 1 Peter 5:7)

c) Stage 3 - Believers in Heaven. (1 Peter 1:3-5; Rev 21:4)

5. FOR THE CHRISTIAN ON EARTH - HOW DO WE MAKE THEM WORK?

a) We must be a believer in Jesus Christ.

b) Take every promise to mean what it says.

c) Confess all your known sins using the promise in (1 John 1:9)

d) If a promise says to do something, do it (i.e. pray, believe, confess etc.)

e) Wait for answers, the Lord will answer in His time.

f) Keep a promise notebook, learn the promises.

6. GENERAL SCRIPTURE ON THE PROMISES OF GOD. (Hebrews 3:7 - 4:11)

a) The geographical areas in which the Exodus generation found themselves can represent stages in the Christian.

i) Egypt - unbelief.

ii) Red Sea crossing - salvation by faith (i.e. leaving Egypt)

iii) Wilderness - the carnal and immature Christian life claiming only some promises and failing regularly.

iv) Jordan crossing - full realisation of God's favour by faith.

v) Promised land - the mature Christian resting in God and only failing occasionally.

b) The author of Hebrews in (Chapter 3:7,19) exhorts the Jews at Jerusalem and us not to fall into the same traps as the 

     Exodus generation in unbelief.

c) Questions And Answers on Hebrews (Chapter 4) refers to the Christian on earth.

Verse 1:  What happens if we fail to claim a promise? - We lack peace of mind.

Verse 2:  What characteristic of God does this verse highlight? - Unchangeable.

How are the promises made active? - By being mixed with faith.

Verse 3:  Which came first, man or the promises of God? - The promises, God is all-knowing.

Verse 4:  Why did God rest? - Because He had provided all things necessary for man.

Verses 5 & 6:  Will any succeed in this area? - Yes, some will.

Verse 7:  Are the promises still available today? - Yes.

What must we do? - Accept God's provision.

What must we not do? - Harden our hearts.

Verse 8:  Jesus in some translations is, in fact, Joshua.

Verse 9:  To whom are the promises available? - Believers only.

Verse 10:  What choice have we as a Christian? - Human works or God's works and provision.

Verse 11:  What is the great trap? - Unbelief. We should actively pursue the promises of God.

7. MAJOR PROMISES

Learn to claim these when:

a) In difficulties. (Romans 8:28)

b) You have sinned. (1 John 1:9)

c) You are worried. (1 Peter 5:7)

d) You have been wronged. (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

e) Prayer (Matthew 7:7)

f) You are lonely. ((Hebrews 13:5)

g) You have doubts (Philippians 4:13)

h) The Bible (Hebrews 4:12)

i) You cannot sleep. (Psalm 4:8)

j) You are unhappy. (Psalm 147:3)

k) You are tempted to retaliate. (Romans 12:17,19)

l) You are in danger. (Psalm 23:4)

CHAPTER 2

Chapter 2 deals with two main areas of doctrine;  the Day of the Lord,  Verses 1-12, and Thanksgiving and Prayer Verses 13-17. 

This chapter can be divided into four sections:

a) An Appeal For Stability - Verses 1-2

b) The Man of Sin  - Verses 3-12

c) Paul's Thanks that the Saints would Escape Judgement - Verses 13-14 

d) Paul's Prayer that the Saints might be Comforted and Stabilised - Verses 15-17

AN APPEAL FOR STABILITY IN THE FACE OF PRESSURES  -  VERSES 1-2

2:1  Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, 2  That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 

KEY WORDS

	Beseech
	Erotao
	[Present Active Indicative] Question, Ask about

	Coming
	Parousia
	Being alongside, presence

	Gathering together
	Episunagoge
	Leading together unto, Assembling together 

	Soon
	Tacheos
	Quickly, Speedily 

	Shaken
	Saleuo
	[Aorist Passive Infinitive] Shake, Agitate, Toss

	Mind
	Nous
	Mind, Will

	Troubled
	Throeomai
	[Present Passive Infinitive] To be tumultuous

	Spirit
	Pneuma
	Spirit

	Word
	Logos
	Word Speech, Matter ,Reason

	Letter
	Epistole
	An Epistle, Anything sent

	Day 
	Hemera
	Day

	At Hand
	Enistemi
	[Perfect Active Indicative] To place in or on


ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND
Verse 1  
Chapter two commences with the Apostle Paul reassuring the worried Thessalonians about the return of the Lord Jesus Christ for His church. He undertakes to correct a misunderstanding that had arisen in the minds of the saints concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ for them (Rapture) and the Day of the Lord (the Second Advent to Judge the world and deliver the Tribulation Saints). 
The saints at Thessalonica were suffering such severe persecution that it was easy for them to think that they were already in the first part of the Day of the Lord, in the form of the Tribulation Period.  It was reasonable to fear this, but it was wrong.  We can be sincere in our opinions and yet be sincerely wrong – they were on this matter.
A crucial question arises in verse I concerning the small word which Paul uses: translated “by” (Gk. huper). The problem is whether he is beseeching the saints "about" the coming of our Lord, or "by" the coming of our Lord. If the first is the meaning, then the passage seems to teach that the Rapture and the Day of the Lord are one and the same event, since the following verses clearly deal with the Day of the Lord. If the second is the meaning, then Paul is appealing to them on the basis of the prior Rapture, that they should not think they were in the Day of the Lord.

The Thessalonians were not in fear that the Day of Christ was at hand. That would have meant release from their sufferings. Paul's readers were afraid that the Day of God's wrath, (leading to the Day of the Lord), had begun.

He had covered the Rapture of the Church in his previous letter to the Thessalonians in 1Thessalonians 4:13-18, "But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words."
We understand Paul to be saying, "I appeal to you on the basis of the Rapture when we will be gathered together to be with him, that you should not fear that you are in the period leading to the ‘Day of the Lord’. The Rapture must take place first. You will be taken home to heaven at that time and will thus escape the horrors of the Day of the Lord." The expression the “coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him” seems to refer unmistakably to the Rapture. That is the time when we will be gathered to meet Him in the air.

The Greek word "episunagoge" is used twice in the New Testament, once in this verse and the other in Hebrews 10:25, where Christians are commanded not to forsake the assembling of people together as the manner of some is. The assembling together to the Lord deals only with the Rapture.

He therefore now again raises the question of the Rapture in relation to the Church, because false doctrines have been spread about the Rapture in relation to the Church at the time he writes.   The Lord is coming “for them”, and he will return “with them” to judge the earth, but there is no fear that is appropriate for Church Age believers that we are in the Tribulation Period.  It is a period for Israel, when they as a nation will come to faith in Jesus/Yeshua as their Messiah, and will lead many to the Lord.  
Verse 2  
The Thessalonians were confused and worried regarding the false rumour which was being circulated in Thessalonica that the Church was already in the Tribulation period and hence the Thessalonians had missed out.  Paul was not clear as to how the rumour and false doctrine was being circulated and he covers all possible options to eliminate the error.  It may have been demonic, by gossip, or by a forged letter purporting to have come from Paul himself.  Whatever the means of bringing this error to the Thessalonians, they were now concerned that the Day of the Lord or Tribulation period had already arrived.

One of the major areas of dispute in the Church is that of eschatology or future things. The Lord Jesus Christ himself warned of this in Matthew 24:4,5, where he told His disciples, "And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many."  Just because a doctrinal area is the target of great deception and confusion we do not avoid it.  In fact such areas are obviously so important the enemy is putting a great deal of effort into them, and so we must teach solidly and correct errors.
False teaching, and especially false prophetic words are seriously dangerous and are to be dealt with powerfully and directly by solid and straight forward preaching and teaching.  Moses had revealed to him the importance of these things in Deuteronomy 13 and 18.  He gives tests for all prophets and they are still to be applied today.  These are foundational principles to spot false prophets.  Deuteronomy 13:1-5, 18:9-21.
APPLICATION

We need to be very clear on our doctrine including the truth and reliability of the Word of God, and the holy Character of God, which is its basis. 

From passages such as that which explains Daniel's 70th Week, Daniel 9:24-27, 10:1 – 12:13, it is clear that the Rapture of the Church is prior to the Day of the Lord. 

We should remember Ephesians 4:14  which says, "That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive" and grow in grace and in the knowledge of the Lord. 
We tend to forget Bible truths and need to constantly rehearse doctrines. 
We now have the Bible in writing and it is commonly available, which assists us greatly in our accurate recall of Biblical principles as long as we take advantage of availability and read and apply it.
DOCTRINES

BIBLE: INSPIRATION

1. The principle of inspiration is found in (2 Timothy 3:16) "All Scripture is God breathed". Gk. THEO PNEUSTOS. The Holy Spirit communicated to the human authors God's complete plan (2 Samuel 23:2, 3, Isaiah 59:21, Jeremiah 1:9, Matthew 22:42, 43, Mark 12:36, Acts 4:24, 25, 28:25) The human authors of Scripture so wrote that in spite of their personalities, they were able to communicate God's plan with perfect accuracy in the language they wrote.

2. The origin of Scripture is beyond human viewpoint. (2 Peter 1:20, 21)

3. The Bible is the mind of Christ. (1 Corinthians 2:16) Therefore it is the absolute standard for believers. (Psalm 138:2) 

4. Precanon revelation from God occurred through the Holy Spirit. There was no written scripture until the time of Moses. (2 Samuel 23:2, Ezekiel 2:2, 8:3, 11:1, 24, Micah 3:8, Hebrews 3:7)

5. Four categories of Old Testament revelation:

a) The spoken word - thus saith the Lord. (Isaiah 6:9, 10, Acts 28:25)

b) Dreams. (Numbers 12:6, Genesis 15:12, 31:10-13, 31:24, Daniel 10:9) -whilst asleep.

c) Visions. (Isaiah 1:1, 6:1, 1 Kings 22:19) - whilst awake.

d) Angelic teaching. (Deuteronomy 33:2, Acts 7:53, Galatians 3:19, Psalm 68:17)

6. The extent of revelation:

a) The unknown past - the Bible portrays past historical details unknown to man apart from revelation. (Genesis 1-11). 

    The accuracy of these historical facts is guaranteed by inspiration. e.g. Creation, Noah's Flood.

b) Ancient history - whilst the Bible is not a text book of history, all historical citations are accurate.

c) Objective law - the Old Testament contains many laws for both individuals and national life. These laws express 

     perfectly the mind of God to those people to whom they are addressed.

d) Some portions of the Bible contain direct quotations from God. The doctrine of inspiration guarantees that such 

     quotations are properly recorded exactly as God desired.

e) God uses the emotions, trials and triumphs of certain believers to declare His grace in devotional literature like the 

     Psalms, Song of Solomon

f) Inspiration extends to the recording of falsehoods just as they were uttered. Satan Genesis 3:4

g) Inspiration guarantees the accuracy of all recorded prophecies.

BIBLE: INERRANCY

1. The Scriptures are quoted as the absolute standard of truth.(Daniel 10:21, John 10:35)

2. The source of the Scriptures is God, there is no imperfection or error permissible with God. (2 Timothy 3:16, 2 Peter 1:20-21, 1 John 1:5, James 1:17)

3. The Scriptures therefore becomes the final authority in the resolution of disputes. (Romans 4:3, 11:2, Galatians 4:30)

4. The Scriptures are seen as authoritative. (Matthew 26:31, Mark 14:27, Luke 4:8, Acts 23:5 Romans 11:8)

5. The person who does not know the Scriptures is in error. (Mark 12:24)

6. The Lord believed the Scriptures:-

a) He implied there was only one Isaiah. (Isaiah 61:1,2 cf. Luke 4:16-21, Isaiah 53:1, and Isaiah 6:1-4, 9-10 cf. John 12:38-41)

b) Jonah was a prophet not a myth. (Matthew 12:39, Luke 11:29)

c) Daniel was a prophet not an historian. (Matthew 24:15, Mark 13:14)

d) Adam and Eve were created. (Matthew 19:8)

7. The Bible is called God's Word (Mark 7:13, Luke 5:1, 11:28, John 10:35, Acts 6:7, 12:24, Romans 10:17)

CONFIDENCE

1. The source of confidence. (Jeremiah 17:7)

2. The results of confidence:-

a) Protection. (Proverbs 3:25-26)

b) Strength. (Isaiah 30:15)

c) Blessing. (Jeremiah 17:7)

3. Examples of confidence:-

a) in God's provision. (Genesis 22:18)

b) in God's sovereignty. (Genesis 50:20)

c) in God's deliverance. (Daniel 3:17-18)

d) in God's power. (1 Kings 18:36-39)

e) in God's presence. (Psalm 71:5)

f) in extremity. (Job 13:15)

4. Confidence relating to prayer:-

a) confident access. (Ephesians 3:12)

b) confidence to draw near. (Hebrews 4:16)

c) confidence to enter. (Hebrews 10:19-22)

d) confidence to ask. (1 John 5:14-15)

5. Confidence in the day of judgment. (1 John 4:17)

6. Confidence to complete His work in the believer. (Philippians 1:6)

7. Exhortation to maintain confidence. (Hebrews 10:35-39)

THE MAN OF SIN - Verses 3-12

2:3  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come,  except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4  Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or  that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing  himself that he is God. 5  Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these  things?  6  And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time.  7  For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth  will let, until he be taken out of the way.  8  And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume  with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 9  Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 10  And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish;  because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.  11  And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 12  That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

KEY WORDS

	Man
	Anthropos
	Man. Human Being

	Deceive
	Exapatao
	[Aorist Active Subjunctive] To deceive greatly

	Except
	Ean Me
	If not

	Falling Away
	Apostasia
	The falling away

	First
	Proton
	First

	Sin
	Harmatia
	Sin, Error, Sin Offering 

	Revealed
	Apokalupto
	[Aorist Passive Subjunctive] To Uncover

	Son
	Huios
	Son, Descendant

	Perdition
	Apoleia
	Loss, Destruction

	Opposeth
	Antikeimai
	[Present Middle Participle] To be laid opposite

	Exhalteth
	Hupeairo
	[Present Middle Participle] To lift up above

	Called
	Lego
	[Present Passive Participle] Layout, Say

	Above
	Epi
	Upon, On, Over

	Worshipped
	Sebasma
	Venerate

	Sitteth
	Kathizo
	[Aorist Active Infinitive] To sit or put down

	Temple
	Naos
	Dwelling Place, Inner Sanctuary

	Shewing
	Apodeiknumi
	[Present Active Participle] To show of or away

	Remember
	Mnemoneuo
	[Present Active Indicative] To remember

	With
	Pros
	Near, By

	Told
	Lego
	[Imperfect Active Indicative] Lay out, Say Speak

	Know
	Oida
	[Perfect Active Indicative] Know

	Withholdeth
	Katecho
	[Present Active Participle] To hold down or hold fast

	Revealed
	Apokalupto
	[Aorist Passive  Infinitive] To uncover

	Time
	Kairos
	A fixed time or season

	Mystery
	Musterion
	What is known only to the initiated

	Iniquity
	Anomia
	Lawlessness

	Work
	Energeo
	[Present Middle Indicative] Energise

	Letteth
	Katecho
	[Present Active Participle] To hold down or hold fast

	Taken 
	Ginomai
	[Aorist Middle Subjunctive] To become something

	Out
	Ex
	Out of

	Way
	Mesos
	Midst

	Wicked
	Anomos
	Lawless

	Revealed
	Apokalupto
	[Future Passive Indicative] To uncover

	Consume
	Analisko
	[Future Active Indicative] To use up, Consume

	Spirit
	Pneuma
	Spirit

	Mouth
	Stoma
	Mouth

	Destroy
	Katargeo
	[Future Active Indicative] To make of none effect

	Brightness
	Epipianeia
	Manifestation

	Coming
	Parousia
	Presence, Being alongside

	Working
	Energeia
	Energy, in Working 

	Power
	Dunamis
	Ability, Power

	Signs
	Semeion
	Sign, Mark, Signal

	Wonders
	Teras
	Wonder

	Deceiveableness
	Apate
	Deceit

	Unrighteousness 
	Adikia
	Injustice, Unrighteousness

	Perish
	Apollumi
	[Present Passive Participle] To loose, Destroy

	Received
	Dechomai
	[Aorist Middle Indicative] Receive

	Love
	Agape
	Love

	Truth
	Aletheia
	Truth

	Saved
	Sozo
	[Aorist Passive Infinitive] To make or keep sound or safe

	Cause
	Dia Touto
	On account of this

	Send
	Pempo
	[Present Active Indicative] To send

	Strong
	Energeia
	Energy, In Working

	Delusion 
	Plane
	Wandering, Error

	Believe
	Pisteuo
	[Aorist Active Infinitive] To adhere, Trust, Rely on 

	Lie
	Pseudos
	Lie, Lying, Falsehood

	Damned
	Krino
	[Aorist Passive Subjunctive] Judge

	Pleasure
	Eudokeo
	[Aorist Active Participle] To think well


BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Verse 3  
The Thessalonians are commanded not to be deceived by any means or by any person, no matter their apparent status, in relation to the time of the Tribulation, and the revealing of the Antichrist.  Paul clarified that the man of sin, or the Antichrist, will not be fully revealed unless the “falling away” (massive apostasy) takes place first.  

The “lawless one” is seen three times in Daniel, in Daniel 7:8-25, 8:23-25, 9:27, and 11:21-45.  He is also called the son of perdition, the one who would reign, cf. John 17:12.  As to his character, he is the man of sin or lawlessness, that is, the very epitome of sin and rebellion. As to his destiny, he is the son of perdition; he is doomed to eternal judgement.   He is the “little horn” and worships power and might, but he dies and is judged by the supreme power of God.
The man of sin has been apparently “identified” by many down through the years, but all such identifications must be wrong, for the “apostasia” has not occurred yet and so he cannot be identified. He has been equated with the Roman Catholic Church, the Pope, the Roman Empire, the final form of apostate Christendom, Judas reincarnated, Nero reincarnated, the Jewish State, Mohammed, Luther, Napoleon, Mussolini, and the embodiment of Satan of various forms. We know however that we as believers will not know who he is, and so if today anyone says, “I know who he is” we ignore such a nut bar, for bible denying nut bar they are!
The falling away or apostasy appears to refer to a wholesale abandonment of Christianity, a positive rejection of the Christian faith by the organized church and its officials.  Such a total abandonment of traditional faith faith suddenly can only occur if all the genuine believers disappear suddenly, and leave only the fake/make believers left in their dog collars to take over the empty shell of hypocrisy.  Such a massive and sudden removal of all genuine believers can only be the Rapture.
The Greek word "apostasia" is used twice in the New Testament.  It is used here where it is translated falling away. The other place is in Acts 21:21, "And they are informed of thee, that thou teachest all the Jews which are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their children, neither to walk after the customs". Here the word is used with the preposition "apo" and translated forsake. 

Verse 4 

This person, who is the Neo-Roman Empire Antichrist, is excessively proud and exalts himself above God. He has the exact characteristics of Satan as shown in Isaiah 14:13,14,  "For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.'
He is an opponent of God. Anti can mean two things in the Scripture, “against” or “instead of”. Here we can see both facets of the character given. He is indwelt by Satan and stand against God’s Policy/Plan, and puts himself forward as an alternative power to God.

He not only assumes that he is above the true God, but also above any other gods/demons.   1 Corinthians 8:5-6 says, "For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,) But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him."  The “gods” the nations are demonic forces.  Deuteronomy 32:17, Leviticus 17:7, 1 Corinthians 10:20.  Given that the pagan gods are demons this means that he is placed over all demons by Satan, who personally indwells this man to give him supernatural power. 
At the mid-point in the Tribulation he personally sits in the Temple in Jerusalem, right in the Holy of Holies, portraying himself as God. This is the abomination of desolation. The fact that the Antichrist does this requires the rebuilding of the Temple well before he arrives, as does his covenant with the Jews which commences the Tribulation period. 

Daniel 9:27 states, "in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation".
A prototype fulfilment of this prophecy occurred in the second century BC when Antiochus Epiphanes, the Greek king of Syria, of the Seleuchid Dynasty, installed a statue of Zeus in the Temple in Jerusalem and made the people worship it. It was eventually removed around what we call Christmas Day at the end of the Maccabean Wars, and the Temple was cleansed, resulting in the Festival of Lights, Hannukah, which occurs around Christmas.

The erection of the statue and its implications are given in Matthew 24:15-21, which says, "When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house: Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes. And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days! But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day: For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be." 
The sight of this happening is therefore a sign for the believing Jews to flee to the mountains of Edom, Moab and Amon where the Lord will provide for them until His return at the Second Advent. Daniel has already told them that the Anti-Christ will not have power over these places.  Daniel 11:41-45.  The fact that Jesus refers to this “abomination of desolation” as still being future tells us that the earlier occasion 180 years before did not fulfil Daniel.  
Verse 5  
Paul refers back to what he had taught them when he was previously in Thessalonika and encourages them to remember what they had been told at that time.  Paul had held face to face teaching in Thessalonika with the believers there for a relatively short time of about three weeks, and had taught a wide range of doctrine.  Clearly he had covered the Olivet Discourse of the Lord Jesus, but also may have covered Daniel and Zechariah that detail these things.  
Paul used to tell the Thessalonians these things when he was still with them. However, with contradictory teaching being given to them, which seemed to accurately describe the fierce persecutions they were then enduring, they had forgotten what the apostle had said.  It is easy to allow our present afflictions to colour our view of previous truths.  Stress makes us “tunnel visioned”, and we miss things that would otherwise be seen.  
Verse 6  
Here we are introduced to the restrainer. Paul confirms with the Thessalonians that they know there is a restrainer, and that the restrainer is preventing the full emergence of the Antichrist.   He will not be allowed to emerge before the Plan of God allows him to.  This is just another example of the superiority of the Lord in power and majesty, and that the plan will work out.   Satan has the forlorn hope that he can win, but that is just his arrogance and lack of knowledge that keeps him in such a state of self deception. 
In this verses and the next we have the Greek word "katecho" translated with two words "withholdeth" and "letteth". The word means to hold down or hold fast.  The restrainer was preventing the full and open manifestation of the man of sin, and that restraining power/person would continue to restrain him until the appointed time. 

This brings us to the third great unanswered question in this chapter. The first is, "What is the apostasy?" The second is, "Who is the man of sin?" and the third is, "What or who is the restrainer?

In the first part of verse 6, the restrainer is described in an impersonal way i.e. what is restraining. But then in verse 7 it is a person - He who now restrains.

Seven of the more common views as to the identity of the restrainer are: 

1) 
The Roman Empire, 

2) 
The Jewish State,

3) 
Satan, 

4) 
The principle of law and order as found in human government,

5) 
God, 

6) 
The Holy Spirit, and The true church as indwelt by the Spirit.

7.
Michael the Arch-Angel, the commander of the elect angelic forces and protector of Israel.

The Holy Spirit indwelling the church and the individual believer seemed to many to fit the description of the restrainer more completely and accurately than any of the others.  Just as the restrainer is spoken of as Something and Someone in this chapter, so the Spirit is spoken of in John14:26, 15:26, 16:8, 13, 14, as both neuter (the Holy Spirit) and masculine (He).   As early as Genesis 6:3, the Holy Spirit is spoken of in connection with the restraint of evil. Then later He is seen in this same role in Isaiah 59:19b, John 16:7-11, and I John 4:4.

It is by the indwelling Holy Spirit that believers are the salt of the earth (Matthew 5:13), and the light of the world (Matthew 5:14). Salt is a preservative, but it also hinders the spread of corruption. Light dispels darkness, the sphere in which men love to perform their evil deeds (John 3:19). When the Holy Spirit leaves the world as the permanent Indweller of the church (1 Corinthians. 3:16) and of individual believers (1 Corinthians. 6:19), the restraint of lawlessness will be gone.  And yet is that the case?
The Holy Spirit is still active in the Tribulation Period.  He is simply back to his pre-Pentecost ministry to Israel, but still is a restrainer of evil, and a converter of hearts and minds.  The greatest time of evangelism in world history is the seven plus years of the Tribulation, with more saved than at any time, and this is all the work of the Holy Spirit.   With this before us the last alternative is the one we now believe is the restrainer who is pulled back for a time and then “steps up” at the end to scatter the enemy forces.  That is Michael, the arch-angel.  Daniel 12:1ff.
Verse 7  
The mystery of iniquity or lawlessness is already at work at the time Paul writes. A tremendous spirit of disobedience to God was already stirring beneath the surface. This is the Satanic attack on the plan and people of God, and it has always been there as a part of the enemy’s objective to upset God’s people and upset the Plan, but he is always outplayed by Spirit filled believers.  In the Tribulation it is Spirit anointed believers who will oppose him.
The origin of the word "mystery" goes back to secret societies in ancient times, where the doctrines of those societies were only known to members.  A modern example could be the masons. In the New Testament the word mystery is normally associated with the doctrines of the Church Age which were not known to Old Testament believers, but were only revealed post-Pentecost through the apostles.

The restrainer is seen as a person rather than a thing by the use of the personal pronoun "He". In addition the person is seen to be taken out of the way at a point of time, for a time.  The removal of this mighty power of protection, and the removal of the church age believers means the earth faces the greatest tumble into evil ever since the days of the flood of Noah.
As war is going to be declared on the earth in the form of many divine judgements, all the Ambassadors for Christ will be called back home.  2 Corinthians 5:17-21.
It is also of note that the Advents or Coming of the Holy Spirit always follow the Advents of Christ and that after the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus, the Holy Spirit will move to a new level of indwelling, and when he indwell the Millennial saints it will be to generate universal giftings, at a level far above the present Church Age.  Joel 2-3.  In the Tribulation the ministry of the Holy Spirit will revert to the Old Testament pattern, as this period of Daniel's 70th Week is the last seven years of the Jewish Dispensation.  The return of the Lord brings the greatest blessings in the spiritual realm ever on earth.
Verse 8 

Subsequent to the removal of the restrainer, with the Arch-Angel Michael being required to “sit down” and watch, not act for a time, and the end of the Church Age, there are for a short time no believers on the earth, and so then Antichrist will be revealed.  By application the Church will not know the identity of the Antichrist therefore speculation as to his identity by us is futile and time wasting.

In this verse, the apostle skips over the career of the Antichrist and describes his ultimate doom. It almost sounds as if he will be destroyed as soon as he is revealed. But that of course is not so. He is allowed to conduct the reign of terror described in verses 9-12 before he is brought down at Christ's coming to reign.  Keep recalling the words of Daniel, that the Thessalonians also knew, the Anti-Christ does not have things his own way.  Within hours and days of the departure of the Church, people who knew us are breaking into our houses and reading the material we have left behind – the conversions begin as the Holy Spirit takes the Word and applies it into their hearts.  The 144,000 begin their work at an early point, and angelic evangelism also begins later.  This is the greatest time of evil, but “Michael stands up” in the end again, and the Spirit and the angels are not sitting by.  This is the greatest harvest of souls ever in a compressed time frame.
We see the political structure at the time of the emergence of the Antichrist in Daniel 7:23-25, "Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces. And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise: and another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three kings. And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time."
Here we are told of the possibly previous emergence of a One World Government structure, which is then divided into ten regions, and out of this group comes the Antichrist to a position of prominence.  From what we see in 2 Thessalonians 2, prior to the Rapture we may see a One World Government start to form, and it divided into ten regions, but we will not be sure of the identity of the World Dictator, the Antichrist.  He moves only when the believers are off the earth and he has a clear run, but it doesn't last long.
It is of interest in the Club of Rome's Strategy for Survival Project published in 1973 the world system is represented in terms of ten interacting regions. 

1. North America

2 Western Europe

3. Japan

4. Other Developed Economies including Israel, Australia

5. Eastern Europe

6. Latin America

7. North Africa and Middle East

8. Main Africa

9 South and South East Asia

10. Centrally Planned Asia including China

The lawless one is said to be killed by the breath of his mouth, a concept which is found in Isaiah 11:4, " But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth: with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked".   His creative power judges evil. 

This clearly is related to the Lord Jesus Christ, as earlier in the chapter the person who is referred to here, is the Messiah as seen in Isaiah 11:1-2, "And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD".
This will be fulfilled at the Second Advent when the Antichrist will be captured together with the False Prophet and thrown alive into the Lake of Fire as stated in Revelation 19:20, "And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone." 

Verse 9  
The emergence of the Antichrist is “according to the workings of Satan”. He comes as part of the Satanic plan to try and destroy the plan of God. The great struggle is between Satanic deception and the plan of God. Here is one of Satan's major attempts to set up a structure to thwart God's plan but without avail. This action is accompanied by Satanic power, signs and lying wonders, and if we understand the biblical revelation of the satanic strategy then we will have his explained also.   What satanic filled men have done before this man will do, but with more power to achieve his goals.
Moses warned the Jews that the presentation of a sign is not necessary from God. He said that any such manifestation should be tested against the Word of God. In Deuteronomy 13:1-3 Moses wrote, " If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us serve them; Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the LORD your God proveth you, to know whether ye love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul."   Also note Matthew 7:13-23.
These signs and wonders are satanically inspired and are created to deceive men and not to bring glory to God.  The phenomena consist of power, signs and lying wonders. In these categories could be placed manipulation of the media, miracles of many sorts, and perhaps speaking in tongues. Many miracles are from Satan, some of which occur through demonic activity.  Satan has always been a wonder worker, for he delights in deceiving people into acceptance of his people, and he “certifies” them at times with miracles.
In 1 Timothy 4:1 the Spirit expressly states that in the latter times some will depart from the faith giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons. We need to be very careful in our analysis of what we are seeing in our own time, as these things will increase towards the end, and identify from where these phenomena are coming, seeing that in this age we walk by faith and not by sight.  Always check the “Fruit of the Life”, for Satan counterfeits miracles, but find it difficult to get his self centred and narcissistic followers (like himself) to demonstrate love, joy, peace, patience, goodness and kindness.
Verse 10 
Satan has a policy of deception. Satan is a deceiver of the nations as seen in Revelation 20:2,3, "And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season".
It is of note that the Greek verb translated “deceive” in this passage is in the subjunctive mood, indicating that the deception is potential, and by application if a country has a strong government based on Biblical principles, they will not be deceived.  Daniel tells us from 550 BC that the lands of Edom, Moab, Ammon and possibly even Midian, will not be fooled by him.  The Arabs and the Jews will eventually stand against him and fight to the end together against the deception.  Daniel 11:40-45. 
In 2 Corinthians 2:15-16 we are told, "For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish: To the one we are the savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour of life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things?"
The gospel for the believer is a sweet aroma, whereas for the unbeliever it is the smell of death. This image relates to the triumphal procession for a returning victorious Roman general coming back to Rome with prisoners of war.  These prisoners would be led in triumph through the streets of Rome to the “Field of Mars”. When they got there many were slaughtered by the general populace. During this procession it was common practice for the people to throw scented flowers under the feet of soldiers and prisoners, which to the victors was a sweet smell, but to the prisoners the smell of death. 

These people are perishing because they do not receive the love of the truth. This is reinforced by Paul in 1 Corinthians 16:22, "If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema".
The Antichrist will unscrupulously use every form of wickedness to deceive the perishing people. They are deceived by the miracles of the Antichrist and they are deceived to their deaths.  The satanic malice against mankind knows no bounds, and even the Anti-Christ himself is deceived to death by Satan.  Satan is an angelic creature who fell into narcissistic evil, and he hates mankind, for mankind have been given the gospel and are now, if they are “In Christ”, superior to him!   He hates us all – even those he uses, in fact he appears to despise those he uses most.  Look at the final, pathetic, and nasty ends, of Hitler and the others who he used in his last proto-tribulation time upon the earth, and see his malice towards his demon possessed servants.
Verse 11 
Because of this God gave them strong delusions that they should believe a lie.  In Romans 1:28 Paul says, "And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient".   Romans 1:18-32.
That they should believe a lie returns us once again to 1 Timothy 4:1, "Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils".
Because of their rejection of the truth the restraint of their evil is removed and they believe a lie, and then the door is well and truly opened for that life to turn to total evil. Rejection of the truth often enough will result in a person who is unable to become a believer in the end.   They are so hardened in their position that they resist the Holy Spirit to the end, even when it is lunatic to do so.  A Biblical example of this is the Pharaoh of the Exodus. 

God actually will “send them” a working of error that they should believe the lie. The lie, of course, is the Antichrist's claim to be God. These people refused to receive the Lord Jesus as God manifest in the flesh. When He was on earth, He warned men, "I have come in My Father's name, and you do not receive Me: if another comes in his own name, him you will receive". (John 5:43).   Does God “send deception” then?  Obviously he does in the sense that he allows the devil to do his worst in this period; Satan and his team operate under divine permission.   

Is God unfair to fallen men in doing this?  The answer is “NO”.   If the Lord does not give permission for Satan to have his day beginning with no believers on the earth, then he could always argue before the throne of God that he had not had free reign at any time.  He could argue that God had refused to allow man to be tested fully.   Satan’s case for acquittal is a simple one, he argues that his fall was determined, that he was made by God that way, to fall, and so God cannot judge him for doing what he was made to do!  

God’s point, Revelation 20:11-15, is clear, that freely he chose to rebel and refused to bow his knee, and chose his own works rather than those of Jesus to worship.  He is judged by his works, and God allows his point, that if his works are greater than Jesus, then he deserves to enter heaven!  The same rule applies to all mankind who follow Satan.  They have rejected Jesus work on their behalf, and so they must stand on their own works!
So now as the Tribulation begins the majority of the unbelievers receive the man of sin who comes in his own name and demands worship as God. "Light rejected is light denied." If a person sets up an idol in his heart, God will answer him according to his idol (Ezekiel. 14:4).  Men get what they desire, but they do not see through the satanic deception, that if they refuse to bow the knee to God they will bow the knee to anything in the end.   Praise God however, that the Holy Spirit still works upon mankind, John 16:8-11, and multitudes turn to Jesus in that day, including Israel.  Zechariah 12:10ff.
Verse 12  
The unbeliever will believe a lie so that he will be self deluded to death. They will find pleasure in the pursuit of unrighteousness, and will not only commit evil but also encourage others to do likewise. This is paralleled in Romans 1:32, where it states, "Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them".   Man divides down the line in that day, and the process is well begun in our own day.  2 Peter 2:10-22, 3 John 9-12.
These people know that because of the righteous judgement of God, those who continually practice evil are worthy of death. They however with satanic self destructiveness, and malice towards others, encourage others to share in their evil practices, so that it becomes the norm, and acceptable, or legally tolerated behaviour, by society and the government. As such they try and assuage a guilt complex through public acceptance.  We see this beginning today, 2013, as national governments come under pressure from the conquerors of Babylon, the Government of America under Obama, to legalize homosexuality, accept Homosexual and Lesbian marriage, and go soft on pornography world wide.  All that will destroy mankind is tolerated and even encouraged by satanic systems.
APPLICATION

We must realise that we are in a constant state of being involved in an unseen spiritual war, that iniquity or evil does exist and that the Antichrist will be revealed in God's own time. 

Biblically we are told, that we will not know who the Antichrist is, as he will be fully revealed after the Church is taken out of the way at the Rapture.

We all forget too easily the truths of doctrine, and need to be constantly reminded of the great truths of the faith.

God is in control of history. He restrains evil until such time as He allows it to become uncontrolled. Then ultimate evil will be revealed in the form of the Satan indwelt Antichrist.
The Holy Spirit is of course not removed.  He works in accordance with the rules from before Pentecost – as the Church is removed at the Rapture and Satan has a clear run with no believers to interfere with him, as he demanded, but all our recordings, web sites, books, pamphlets and bibles remain, and through the Spirit’s power these lead many to Christ, as they remember what we stood for, and that what we said was proved true.
Of course, the Holy Spirit is omnipresent. He is always in all places at one and the same time. And yet there was a distinct sense in which He came to the earth on the Day of Pentecost. Jesus had repeatedly promised that He and the Father would send the Spirit John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7. How then did the Spirit come? He came as the permanent Indweller of the church, and of every believer. Until Pentecost the Spirit had been with believers, but since Pentecost He has dwelt in them (John 14:17). Until Pentecost the Spirit was known to depart from believers - hence David's prayer, "Do not take your Holy Spirit from me" (Psalm 51:116). 

After Pentecost the Holy Spirit remains forever in believers of the Church Age (John 14:16). The Holy Spirit will, we believe, step back in the world through the Tribulation Period, so that Satan can have his “run” as God allows.  He will still be in the world, convicting people of sin and leading them to saving faith in Christ, and multitudes will be saved.  The removal of the Church at the Rapture does not mean that no one will be saved during the Tribulation. Revelation tells us that multitudes will be saved, and most martyred for the name of Jesus. But these people will not be members of the church, but rather the subjects of Christ's glorious kingdom.

Here it is important to note that not all miracles are of God. The devil and his agents can perform miracles. The man of lawlessness will also perform them (Revelation. 13:13-15).

One of the questions we need to ask when such phenomena as signs and wonders occur even today, is whether they glorify God, or bring glory to the person. If the sign brings glory to the performer it is likely that the manifestations are not of God. We know that Satan can counterfeit signs and miracles to accredit his own false teachers.  2 Corinthians 11:13-15.
We need to have the love for the truth. The Scriptures say that man loves [agape] darkness, rather than the light. The agape love indicates unconditional love of the darkness, the same type of love that God has for the world in John 3:16-36.  Man chooses his fate by reaction to Jesus person and work, and in this terrible future day they have a living breathing alternative to Jesus in the Anti-Christ.
DOCTRINES

RAPTURE

1. The Rapture of the Church is the termination of the Church Age and is the taking of all believers since Pentecost to Heaven by the Lord Jesus Christ.

2. General Scripture (John 1 4:1-3, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)

3. The Rapture and the 2nd Advent should not be confused, they are 7 years apart being separated by the Tribulation and have different characteristics.

4. Rapture

a) Not revealed in Old Testament.

b) Promises to the Church fulfilled.

c) Judgment seat of Christ rewards  (1 Corinthians 3:12-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10-11, 2 Timothy 2:11)

d) Christ the Bridegroom and Head

e) Believers body changed (not creation) (1 Corinthians 15:51-58, Philippians 3:21)

f) Church goes to heaven. (1 Thessalonians 4:17)

g) Imminent - no signs to be fulfilled before the Church can be removed.

h) Time of comfort for believer. (1 Thessalonians 4:18)

i) Christ will meet the Church in the air.  (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)

j) Private (only believers will see)

k) Before tribulation

l) Believers go out of the world. (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18)

m) Removal of the Holy Spirit. (2 Thessalonians 2:7)

5. Second Advent

a) Spoken of by all major Old Testament prophets. (Zechariah 14:4)

b) Promises to Israel fulfilled.

c) Great White Throne Judgment (after Millennium) - unbelievers. (Matthew 25:31, Revelation 20:12-15).

d) Christ the Messiah to Israel (Daniel 9:25)

e) Radical changes in nature. (Romans 8:19-22)

f) Church comes back to earth (1 Thessalonians 3:13) 4:17)

g) Many details of prophecy yet to be fulfilled. (Revelation Chapters 6-19)

h) Time of terror for unbeliever. (Revelation 6:15-17)

i) Christ will come back to earth (Zechariah 14:4)

j) Public - every eye shall see him (Revelation 1- 7)

k) After tribulation.

l) Unbelievers taken off the earth (Matthew 24:37-42)

m) Removal of Satan (Revelation 20:1-3)

6.  The Rapture is before the Tribulation. Thus the Pre Tribulation Rapture position is shown by nine factors.

a) The worried Thessalonians (2 Thessalonians 2:1-6)

b) The Restrainer removed (2 Thessalonians 2:7-12)

c) The lack of the word 'Church' in (Revelation 13:9)

d) The verb Tereo in (Revelation 3:10)

e) Grace before judgment (John 14:3)

f) Resurrections in their order. (1 Corinthians 15:22-26)

g) The Covenant approach. The Abrahamic, Davidic and Palestinian covenant fulfilled at 2nd Advent.

h) The Church is in heaven before the Seal Judgments (Revelation 4,5)

i) The contrast between the 2nd Advent and the Rapture

PRE-TRIBULATION RAPTURE:  (Why the Church will not go through the Tribulation)

1. On the basis of the distinction between Israel and the Church:

a) God never deals with Israel and the Church at the same time.

b) Because of the promises to Israel, yet unfulfilled, Israel must have a future. Evangelistic and missionary responsibility of Israel will be completed in the Tribulation.

c) The nation Israel has not been completed.

d) "Daniel's 70 weeks" not completed. (Jeremiah 25:11, 12, 29:10, Daniel 9:2, 24, 25)

2. Statement and Structure of Revelation:

a) The statement (Revelation 3:10) "Tereo ek" (to keep out), not "Aireo" (to take out) used in context.

b) The structure:  Church Age/Tribulation/Millennium/Eternity. (Revelation 2-3, 7-19, 20, 21:1-8)

3. The Statement of Thessalonians:

a) 2 Thessalonians 2:6, 7. Removal of the restraining presence of the Holy Spirit is impossible without removing the Church at the same time.

b) 2 Thessalonians 2:2 Incorrect translation in the A.V. confuses the entire passage. "Day of Christ" should read "Day of the Lord". (False teachers came with a forged letter supposedly from Paul which implied that the Day of the Lord, or the Tribulation, had already come).

c) 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18. Phrase "in Christ" refers to believers in the Church Age. Verse 18 emphasises a comfort which could not exist if the Church went through the Tribulation.

4. Remnant of the Tribulation:

a) Christ returns to the earth with His saints. (1 Thessalonians 3-13, Jude 1 4).

b) Jesus at the same time delivers saints at the Second Advent. (Zechariah 14:1-5)

c) Christ cannot come with saints and deliver saints unless there are two groups of saints - Church and Tribulational. Obviously, both groups exist and both groups of saints are separated.

5. Grace before Judgment:  God gives grace before judging.

a) Warning - Noah was rescued by heeding God's warning.

b) Rescue - Lot was rescued by God.

6. Imminence of the Rapture:

a) No prophecy of Scripture has to be fulfilled before the Rapture can take place. (1 Corinthians 1:7, Colossians 3:4, 2 Thessalonians 2:1, Titus 2:13)

b) Hence, the Rapture can take place at any time.

c) Not so the Second Advent:  much prophecy must be fulfilled before Second Advent.

7. Nature of the Tribulation:

a) Purpose of the Tribulation:  to bring judgment on a Christ-rejecting world. God demonstrates that man cannot provide a perfect environment when Satan has full control and restraining ministry of the Holy Spirit is removed.

b) God completes His dealings with Israel, which allows the Jews to fulfill their missionary ministry begun after the Babylonian Captivity.

c) God prepares Israel for the fulfillment of the Unconditional Covenants by the return of Christ during Israel's darkest hour and the low point of human history Tribulation).

8. Activity of the Church in Heaven (Revelation 4,5)

a) Before the Church returns to the earth with Christ, they must appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ for evaluation of production in the Christian walk - rewards. (2 Corinthians 5:10, 1 Corinthians 3:11-15)

b) Hence, some interval is necessary (7 years) before the Bride of the Lamb can be prepared.

c) The marriage of the Lamb takes place in heaven. (Revelation 19:6-8) after which the Bride returns to the earth with the Groom. (Revelation 19:14). The wedding feast is held on earth. (Revelation 19:9)

DAY

1. The word "Days" is used in the Bible in three different ways.

2. The Day which is less than 24 hours.

a) The day of salvation is the moment of time when an individual believes in the Lord Jesus Christ and refers to that moment of faith in Christ. (2 Corinthians 6:2)

b) The day of Christ - is the rapture of the Church which will be instantaneous "in the twinkling of an eye" (Philippians 1:10, 2:16, 1 Corinthians 15:52)

c) The day of wrath - is the Great White Throne Judgement when the unbeliever is judged by Jesus Christ and cast into the Lake of Fire. (Romans 2:5-6, Revelation 20:11-15).

d) The day of declaration - refers to the Judgment Seat of Christ, when the works of Church Age believers will be judged. (1 Corinthians 3:13, 2 Corinthians 5:10)

3. The Day which is more than 24 hours

a) The day of redemption which refers to the resurrection of believers for all eternity (Ephesians 4:30)

b) The day of the Lord can refer to the Tribulation, Second Advent or Millennium, depending on the context  (Isaiah 2:12, 13:6, Joel 1:15, 2:1 Zechariah 14:1, 1 Thessalonians 5:2, 2 Peter 3:10)

c) The day of God - which refers to eternity (2 Peter 3:12).

4. The Twenty-four Hour Day - the solar day

a) The six days of the earth's restoration were literal 24 hour days. (Genesis 1:3-31)

b) The Sabbath (Exodus 20:10) a holy day in the dispensation of Israel.

c) The Lord's Day - which is Sunday, in remembrance of the Resurrection (Revelation 1:10)

d) Living "one day at a time" concept in the Christian life. (Romans 14:5-6)

APOSTASY

1. Apostasy means falling away.

2. Apostasy differs from backsliding. A true Christian can backslide, an apostate is never born again. eg. Judas Iscariot.

3. The backslidden Christian breaks fellowship, but doesn't lose his salvation. (John 5:24)

4. The apostate is declared in (2 Timothy 4:3-4) and (1 John 2:19)

5. Apostates may do good works calling themselves Christians but they should not be accepted as such. (2 John 9-11, John 10:12-13).

6. There will be a great apostasy prior to the Rapture (2 Thessalonians 2:3)

TONGUES

1. Purpose of Tongues (Isaiah 28:8-11, Leviticus 26:14-39, Acts 2:8-11)

a) The Jews had just crucified their Messiah.

b) God was warning them of coming judgment.

c) The judgment would be the destruction of Jerusalem, and the scattering of the Jews amongst the Gentile nations.

d) Tongues were therefore a call to repentance and salvation of unbelievers. (1 Corinthians 14:21-22)

e) At the time of Passover/Pentecost, many Jews had come to Israel from foreign lands to celebrate the Feasts.  

f) Tongues was used to warn and evangelise them in their own (foreign) languages.  (Acts 2:8-11)

2. Initial fulfillment of the prophecy of tongues. (Acts 2:1-11)

3. Fulfillment interpreted. (1 Corinthians 14:21, 22)

4. Operation of tongues. (1 Corinthians 13)

5. Regulation of tongues. (1 Corinthians 14)

6. Tongues abused. (1 Corinthians 12:12-31)

7. Proper use of tongues:

a) A sign of the dispersion set forth in three Pentecosts of Acts:

i) Jewish (Acts 2:3-11)

ii) Gentile (Acts 10:44-46)

iii) Transitional (Acts 19:2-7)

b) It was also a temporary gift until the canon of scripture was completed.

8. Discontinuance of tongues - when that which is perfect is come then that which is in part shall be done away. (1 Corinthians 13:8, 10)

a) "That which is perfect" - nominative singular, NEUTER GENDER indicates a "thing" not a person.

b) Reference to the WORD OF GOD.

c) Replacement of the gift of tongues by the Word of God written in Gentile languages. Tongues is therefore related to the completion of the canon of scripture in various languages.

9. Tongues perpetuated as a satanic operation. (2 Thessalonians 2:7-12) The means of operation being (Isaiah 8:18, 19, Revelation 16:13, 1 4)

10. Gift of tongues:  its Biblical perspective.

a) Not necessary for salvation. (1 Corinthians 12:10, 11)

b) Never a sign of spirituality. (Galatians 5:22-24)

c) Must not be confused with the Baptism of the Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:13)

d) Should not cause other believers without the gift to have an inferiority complex. (1 Corinthians 12:15, 16)

e) Should not cause the user to have superiority complex. (1 Corinthians 12:21)

f) The least of all spiritual gifts. (1 Corinthians 12:28)

g) Effectively used only when believers exercising the gift are filled with the Holy Spirit. (1 Corinthians 13)

h) Temporary, therefore not extant today. (1 Corinthians 13:8) Since the canon of scripture is available.

i) Need for regulation because of its abuse. (1 Corinthians 14) when it was used in a bona fide manner.

HOLY SPIRIT: MINISTRY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

MINISTRY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
1. TO THE UNBELIEVER

a) RESTRAINING (2 Thessalonians 2:7)

If unbelievers were unrestrained in the Church Age the one world system which Satan is trying to establish would come. After the rapture of the Church it will come.

b) CONVICTING (John 16:7-11)

i) Sin - the barrier which remains in unbelief.

ii) Righteousness - God is totally righteous, man is only relatively righteous and needs God's righteousness for salvation.

iii) Judgment - Satan and all unbelievers are judged.

c) REGENERATION (John 3:5)

Man without the spirit cannot understand spiritual things. The Gospel is spiritual, the Holy Spirit makes the gospel a reality to the unbeliever when one believes and is "born again" or regenerated. (1 Corinthians 2:14)

2. TO THE BELIEVER AT SALVATION

a) Regeneration (John 3:1-16, Titus 3:5)

b) Baptism (Acts 1:5, 1 Corinthians 12:13, Ephesians 4:5) We are baptized into union with Jesus Christ and become part of the body of Christ.  This is not to be confused with the Filling of the Holy Spirit.

c) Indwelling (Romans 8:9, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20) From salvation on the believer is indwelt by the Spirit.

d) Sealing (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 1:13, 4:30). This ministry relates to your future with God, the guarantee of eternal security.

e) Distribution of spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12:11) Each believer receives a spiritual gift at the point of salvation in order to function in the body of Christ.

3. TO THE BELIEVER AFTER SALVATION (Spirituality)

The Ministry of the Holy Spirit after salvation is the means by which we live the Christian life ordained by God  (Ephesians 2:10, 5:18)

a) The Filling of the Holy Spirit (spirituality through confession of sin and surrender of the life). (1 John 1:9 Ephesians 5:18)

b) The character of Jesus Christ is produced by the believer when he is filled with the Spirit. (Galatians 4:19, 5:22, 23)

c) Glorification of Christ (John 7:39, 16:14, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20)

d) Fulfillment of the Law. (Romans 8:2-4)

PLAN OF GOD

1. In eternity past, God designed a plan for every believer, which takes into account every event and decision in human history.

2. The plan centres around the person of Jesus Christ. (1 John 3:23, Ephesians 1:4-6)

3. Entrance into the plan is based on the principle of grace. (Ephesians 2:8, 9) where the sovereignty of God and the free will of Man meet at the cross. God brings salvation which is complete, Man brings his faith.

4. God's plan was so designed so as to include all events and actions. (1 Peter 1:2)

5. Under his plan God has decreed to do some things directly and some through agencies, Israel, the Church.

6. Without interfering with human free will in any way God has designed a plan so perfect that it includes cause and effect, as well as provision, preservation and function.

7. There are many functions in the Plan of God. They all constitute one whole comprehensive plan which is perfect, eternal and unchangeable.

8. The plan of God is consistent with human freedom and does not limit or coerce human free will. Distinction should be made between what God causes and what God permits. God causes the Cross but permits sin. God is neither the author of sin nor sponsors sin.

9. His plan portrays that man has free will. God never condones sin in the human race. Man started in perfect environment and innocence. Man sinned of his own free will. Man will sin in the perfect environment of the Millennium.

10. Distinction should be made between the divine plans which are related to the plan of God and divine laws which regulate human conduct on the earth. Divine laws occur in time, divine plans occur in eternity.

11. God's plans derive from His foreknowledge. He recognised in eternity past those things which are certain. The foreknowledge of God makes no things certain, but only perceives in eternity past those things that are certain.

12. There is a difference between foreknowledge and fore ordination. Fore ordination establishes certainty but does not provide for the certainty which is established. It is the plan that provides. (Romans 8:29, Acts 2:23, 1 Peter 1:2)

13. Therefore the elect are foreknown and the foreknown are elect. God knew in eternity past what way each free will would go for each particular problem in life. God does not coerce human free will but he does know what way each freewill will choose at any given time. As free will decides so God provides.

14. Since God cannot contradict his own character he plans the best for the believer. God is perfect, his plan and provisions are therefore perfect.

15. The cross was planned in eternity past but the human free will of Christ decided for the cross at Gethsemane. (Matthew 26:39-42) God has provided salvation through the cross and it is a free will decision as to whether one accepts it or not.

16. No plan in itself opposes human freedom but once a choice is made from the free will then the plan limits your human freedom. At the same time it gives you the freedom to love and appreciate God. God lays down the means of living the Christian life. 

AMBASSADORSHIP

1. An Ambassador does not appoint himself, he is appointed by the nation he represents, the king he represents, the person he represents. We are appointed by God. (2 Corinthians 5:20).

2. An Ambassador does not support himself. We are sustained and protected by God (Philippians 4:19).

3. An Ambassador does not represent himself. We represent God on earth. (Matthew 28:19-20).

4. An Ambassador does not belong to the nation to which he is sent. Positionally we are in heaven, experientially we are in the world. (Philippians 3:20, John 15:19).

5. All Ambassadors have instructions in written form. We have the Word of God. (1 Thessalonians 4:1-2).

6. An Ambassador representing his country does not treat any insult as personal. (Matthew 5:11-12).

7. When an Ambassador is recalled from a country it is tantamount to declaration of war. After the Rapture there will be massive warfare on earth. All Christians will be recalled at the Rapture.(1 Thessalonians 4:13-17).

DEMONS

1. Occult practices such as astrology, divination and spiritism are condemned by the scriptures (Leviticus 19:31; Deuteronomy 18:9-12).  This was punishable by death in Israel. (Leviticus 20:27)

2. Demonism has exercised much influence in history (Ezekiel 21:21, Daniel 10:13).  Evil is associated with the rule of demon possessed kings. (2 Kings 21:1-17)

3. The judgment of demons involved the destruction of demon possessed people and religious systems associated with idolatry (Isaiah 19:1-3, cf. Deuteronomy 7:5)

4. Many nations have been destroyed for demon practices.

a) Canaanites (Deuteronomy 18:9-12)

b) Babylonians (Isaiah 46:1-7, 47:1-15)

c) The judgment of Egypt's first born included the judgment of demons (Exodus 12:12)

5. The return of nations to the battle of Armageddon is by demon influence (Revelation 16:13-16).

6. Satan and the occult forces will be imprisoned during the Millennium (Isaiah 24:21-23; Revelation 20:1-3).

7. Demons are called "hairy ones" (Leviticus 17:7), destroyers (Deuteronomy 32:17) and demons.

8. Demons:

a) seek to possess men or animals (Mark 5:1-13).

b) deceive man into false doctrines (1 Timothy 4:1).

c) believe and tremble (James 2:19).

d) speak both truth and lies (2 Chronicles 18:21; Acts 16:17-18).

9. Satan rules the demon world (Matthew 12:24-28).  Demons have a hierarchy (Daniel 10:12,13,20; Ephesians 6:12).

10. Sacrificing to idols is worship of demons (Deuteronomy 32:17, Psalm 106:36-38, 1 Corinthians 10:19-21).

11. The following activities can lead to demon possession (for the unbeliever) or demon influence (for the believer):

a) Submission to demons through idolatry (1 Corinthians 10:19-21) and occult practices such as mental telepathy, clairvoyance and spiritism (Deuteronomy 18:9-12).

b) Specific dedication of one's body to demons, such as the Hindu soma and shamanism.

c) Any practice in which you "lose control" of your mind and senses, such as drugs and alcohol (Galatians 5:20, the Greek word for "sorcery" is "pharmakeia"), meditation and trances, hypnotic rhythms in music and dance.

d) Sexual cults, such as the asherah (Judges 6:25-28, 2 Kings 21:3)

12. When people reject God, He may allow Satan and demons to administer discipline, even death (John 8:44, 1 Corinthians 5:5, 1 Timothy 3:6-7).

13. Demon influence can cause abnormal psychological behaviour, physical strength, sickness, etc (Mark 5:1-5, Job 2:6-8)

14. Jesus Christ has conquered all demon power (Matthew 10:8).

ANTICHRIST

1. SCRIPTURE - Daniel 7:8,21-26; 8:23-25; 9:26,27; 11:36-45; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12; Revelation 13:1-18; 17:16,17; 19:19,20.

2. BIOGRAPHY

The Antichrist is the world ruler who will emerge as a violently anti-God despot, who will emerge after the removal of God's church. He comes from the gentile nations (the sea) in the last times. His power base will be a ten nation empire closely related to the old Roman Empire known as the Revived Roman Empire. The Antichrist is very clever and infiltrates by means of a peace campaign. He is, however, very hungry for power and once he wrests power from his subjects, he destroys the apostate religious system which has been working closely with him until then. He makes a covenant with Israel, allowing them to sacrifice in the temple, but eventually sets himself up to be worshipped as God in the temple. His reign of almost seven years duration becomes increasingly and openly anti-God, involving signs and wonders. He has a close relationship with the false prophet, the leader of Israel at that time. At the end of his empire he moves on Jerusalem, which is being held by believers. Jesus Christ returns at the Second Advent to deliver those in Jerusalem and capture the Antichrist and false prophet, throwing them into the lake of fire.

3. EVALUATION

a) The Antichrist arises out of the Gentile nations with the final empire of ten nations (Revelation 13:1).

b) The seven heads are seven mountains which speaks of Rome (Revelation 17:9).

c) There are seven kings:  five are fallen, one is, and one is to come (Revelation 17:10). These are empires - the five that 

     are fallen are Egypt, Assyria, Chaldea, Persia and Greece. The one in existence in 96 AD (when John wrote   

     Revelation) was Rome, and the one to come is the Revived Roman Empire.  

d) The ten horns are ten future kingdoms which receive power for a short time.  (Revelation 17:12).

e) He rules empires (Revelation 13:2; cf. Daniel 7:4-6).

f)  His power is from Satan (Revelation 13:2; cf. Revelation 20:2).

g) Satan gives Antichrist the world empire (Revelation 13:2).

h) Satanic worship is a key part of Antichrist's regime (Revelation 13:4,8).

i)  He is a great orator. He is anti-God and has power for 3 1/2 years (Revelation 13:5).

j)  His empire becomes a world empire (Revelation 13:7).

k) The dictator of Palestine who is demon possessed ("the false prophet") promotes him (Revelation 13:11).

l)  Great wonders and miracles are a feature of this empire (Revelation 13:13).

m) A statue of the Antichrist is constructed. It has the ability to speak. Worship of it is compulsory on the pain of death 

      (Revelation 13:14,15).

n)  The Antichrist controls the world economy by marking members of the human race on the forehead or on the right 

      hand (Revelation 13:16,17; cf. Revelation 14:9-1 1).

o)  His number is 666, a number which represents "perfect man" or "perfect sin" (Revelation 13:18).

p)  He will not be revealed until the restrainer is removed (2 Thessalonians 2:3-7)

q)  The Antichrist's rule features power, signs and lying wonders from Satan himself (2 Thessalonians 2:9).

r)   He deceives the unbeliever (2 Thessalonians 2:10-12).

s)  The Antichrist is destroyed and thrown into the lake of fire at the second advent (Revelation 19:19,20).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) Satan is the ruler of this world (John 16:11).

b) World domination and internationalism is Satanic in origin (Genesis 11:6-9).

c) Miracles, signs and lying wonders are strategies employed by Satan to deceive (John 8:44).

d) Economic control of the individual enslaves that individual (Proverbs 22:7).

e) Ultimately vast power creates the delusion that the person in control is God (Genesis 3:5; Isaiah 14:13,14).

f)  The antichrist will not be revealed until after the Rapture of the Church when the Holy Spirit who restrains him (and 

     indwells all Christians) will be removed from the world (2 Thessalonians 2:3-7)

g) A few years of power is not worth an eternity of suffering.

h) Eventually man must account to Jesus Christ as his judge if he does not accept Jesus Christ as Saviour (Revelation 

    20:12-15).

i)  At a point, people become so hardened to God that God gives them over to their own delusions (2 Thessalonians 

    2:11, Romans 1:28).

j) The Antichrist is a person, not to be confused with the many antichrists of (1 John 2:18) or the "spirit of antichrist" of (1 

    John 4:3)

5. In the Tribulation there will be a counterfeit trinity with Satan (father), the Antichrist (son) and False Prophet (spirit).

6. Names given to the Antichrist:- 

a) The seed of Satan (Genesis 3:15)

b) The little horn (Daniel 7:8)

c) The king of fierce countenance (Daniel 8:23)

d) The prince that shall come (Daniel 9:26)

e) The desolater (Daniel 9:27)

f) The wilful king (Daniel 11:36)

g) The man of sin (2 Thessalonians 2:3)

h) The son of perdition (2 Thessalonians 2:3)

i) The lawless one (2 Thessalonians 2:8)

j) The Antichrist (1 John 2:22)

k) The beast (Revelation 11:7)

7. Characteristics:

a) He is called the seed of Satan (Genesis 3:15). Just as Jesus Christ had a supernatural birth being born of a virgin, it may be that there will be something supernatural about the birth of the Antichrist. It is likely that Satan will impregnate a human woman and thus be the father of the Antichrist in a similar way to the angelic infiltration of (Genesis 6:2)

b) In (Daniel 9:26) he is said to be of the people who destroyed the Temple. The Roman Empire destroyed the Temple in 70 AD. The Antichrist may therefore be of Roman origin.

c) The identity of the man of sin will not be clear until the start of the Tribulation, although he may be fairly prominent in politics prior to that period. He will not be revealed until after the Rapture of the Church when the Holy Spirit who restrains him (and indwells all Christians) will be removed from the world (2 Thessalonians 2:3-7).  In the middle of the Tribulation, he sets himself in the Temple calling himself God (v4-8).

d) In (Daniel 9:27) the start of the Tribulation is marked by the signing of a seven year covenant between the Antichrist and the nation of Israel. When Israel signs the covenant, God issues a decree of destruction against the whole earth  (Isaiah 28:14-22) - the judgements of the book of Revelation. The Antichrist is shown as the rider on the white horse of (Revelation 6:1) who brings the promise of (false) peace.

e) The rise of the Antichrist to power:- 

i) In (Daniel 8:23-25) he is seen as a skilful leader, involved in the occult power (v23), will war against the Jews (v24), and will rise to power through deceit (v25). 

ii) In (Daniel 11:36-39) he shall do what he wants, claiming to be God and exalting himself (v36), he will repudiate all religious practices from his ancestors (v37). He however will honour a god whom his ancestors did not know (v38) who assists him to power (v39), this god being Satan. He will accept the offer of the kingdoms of the world which our Lord refused in the wilderness. 

iii) In (2 Thessalonians 2:8-9) we are told that his coming is according to the energising of Satan accompanied by miracles, signs and wonders. 

iv) During the first half of the Tribulation, he gains political control of the ten groups that make up a One World Government.  This includes the removal of three of the ten leaders (Daniel 7:23-24, Revelation 17:12-17)

v) He also destroys the One World Church ("Mystery Babylon") that has operated in the first half of the Tribulation (Revelation 17:5,16.) In (Revelation 11) he is able to kill the two witnesses who have been causing him major problems. They however will be resurrected much to his dismay.

f) The death and resurrection of the Antichrist .In (Daniel 11:40-45) he kills the Kings of the North, South and East. and in (v 45) he will come to his end and none shall help him. However in (Revelation 13:3) he receives a fatal wound but the fatal wound is healed. This suggests that the Antichrist dies and is resurrected by the power of Satan. This miracle deceives the world that the Antichrist is god and the world now worships him. 

g) The Abomination of Desolation:- 

i) This occurs in the middle of the Tribulation when the covenant with Israel is broken (Daniel 9:27)

ii) It continues for a period of 1290 days (Daniel 12:11). (Apparently staying for 30 days after the end of the Tribulation, since the second half lasts for 1260 days). This passage also indicates that the abomination involves a statue/image being set up. 

iii) It is a warning sign for the Jews to flee to the mountains (Matthew 24:15-16). It is said to be standing in the Holy Place. 

iv) It is associated with the Gentile take-over of temple in Jerusalem (Revelation 11:1-2). 

v) The Antichrist will sit in the Temple of God claiming to be God in (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4)

vi) The Antichrist does not stay in the Temple but he is replaced by a living image of him by the False Prophet (Revelation 13:11-15).

h) The Mark of the Beast (666) is associated with the Antichrist. Just as the Holy Spirit seals the believer, the mark of the beast is the seal of the Antichrist on the unbeliever (Revelation 13:16-18). The mark permits people to buy or sell.

i) The number 666 has several characteristics:-

i) It is the name of the beast. 

ii) It is the number of his name. 

iii) It is the number of the beast. 

iv) It is the number 666

The numerical name of the Antichrist should equal 666.

j) The consequences of receiving the mark. Accepting the mark is to accept the Antichrist as God thus irrevocably rejecting the true God. Any person who accepts the mark forfeits his chance to be saved. He will be subject to a specific judgment (Revelation 16:1-2) and is destined to spend eternity in the Lake of Fire (Revelation 14:9-12).

k) The fall of the Antichrist will come in conjunction with the Armageddon campaign. According to (2 Thessalonians 2:8) the first casualty of this last battle will be the Antichrist. He will be cast alive into the Lake of Fire (Revelation 19:19- 21).

MYSTERY OF INIQUITY

1. General Scripture:   (2 Thessalonians 2).

2. The mystery of iniquity is the inherent evil which is personified in the lawless one. This system is being restrained by the Holy Spirit at the moment. 

3. The mystery of iniquity was already at work at the time of writing of the epistle in 54 AD. (v 7)

4. There is going to be major apostasy in the professing church. This is pictured in the lukewarm church of Laodicea in (v 3 cf Revelation 3:14-22)

5. At some time in the future the restrainer is removed so that the mystery of iniquity can fully develop. (v 6-7)

6. It is noted that the restrainer is a person. The restrainer is the Holy Spirit. Because the Holy Spirit indwells all believers in this present age, when He is taken out of the way all believers will also be taken out of the way. This will occur at the Rapture of the Church. (v 7 cf John 14:16-17, 1 Thessalonians 4:14-17)

7. The manifestation of the lawless one, the Antichrist, will then occur.(v 8-10)

8. The coming of the Lord Jesus Christ and the destruction of the lawless one and his dispatch to the Lake of Fire. (v 8)

9. The day of the Lord. (v 9-12)

SATAN

1. SCRIPTURE - Genesis 3; Isaiah 14; Ezekiel 28; Matthew 4; Revelation.

2. BIOGRAPHY - Satan is the most beautiful creature ever to be created by God. He is an angel who rebelled against God before the creation of man (Isaiah 14:12-15). Originally he was the covering angel, the personal attendant of Jesus Christ in the very throne room of God. Unlike God, Satan is a created being and as such can only be in one place at any one time. He is attended by a vast number of angels (called demons) who have given him unswerving allegiance. After the creation of man, he tempted Adam and Eve to be as gods and to know good and evil by disobeying God. Satan then became the ruler of this world (Genesis 3:1-7). He attacked the human race in many ways prior to the birth of Jesus Christ. Throughout Jesus Christ's life, Satan attacked the Lord. Since Christ's victory at the cross he attacks believers. Satan still has access into heaven where he accuses the brethren. Halfway through the tribulation period Satan is thrown out of heaven (Revelation 12:7-9). This causes him to intensify his attack on the human race. During the millennium he is confined to the bottomless pit, allowing a perfect environment on the earth (Revelation 20:1-3). After a brief rebellion at the end of the millennium (Revelation 20:7-10), Satan is condemned to the eternal lake of fire which was created for the devil and his angels.

3. EVALUATION

Satan is called:

a) The destroyer (Revelation 9:11).

b) The accuser of the brethren (Revelation 12:10).

c) The adversary (1 Peter 5:8).

d) Beelzebub, prince of devils (Matthew 12:24).

e) The deceiver of the whole world (Revelation 12:9).

f) The great dragon (Revelation 12:9).

g) An enemy (Matthew 13:28,29).

h) The wicked one (Matthew 13:19,38).

i) The father of lies (John 8:44).

j) The god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4).

k) A murderer (John 8:44).

l) The prince of the power of the air (Ephesians 2:2).

m) The ruler of this world (John 12:31; 14:30).

n) The ancient serpent (Revelation 12:9).

o) The tempter (Matthew 4:3; 1 Thessalonians 3:5).

p) A blinder of minds (2 Corinthians 4:4).

q) A roaring lion (1 Peter 5:8).

4.  PRINCIPLES

a) Believers are in Christ and therefore in a position of supremacy over Satan (Romans 8:37).

b) Satan was defeated at the cross once and for all (Colossians 2:14,15).

c) He can therefore only use devices and schemes, trying to convince the believer that he can still win the battle against   

    God.

d) Satan, through religion, tries to get man to work independently from God.

e) A Christian out of fellowship can promote principles proposed by Satan (Matthew 4:8-10; Mark 8:33).

f)  Satan will use Scripture slightly changed, or added to, to try and confuse believers and lead them astray (Matthew 4:3-

    10; cf. Psalm 91:11,12).

g) If Satan the adversary is resisted he will flee from you (James 4:7).

h) Knowledge and application of the Scriptures is essential in understanding the wiles of the devil (Ephesians 6:11).

POWER

1. Five Greek words for power:

a) Dunamis - from which we get dynamite - inherent power.

b) Energes - from which we get energy - operational power.

c) Kratos - part of our word autocratic - ruling power.

d) lscuous - endowed power.

e) Exhusios - authoritative power or authority.

2. God's power is available to all believers:

a) God the Father’s power. (1 Peter 1:5)

b) God the Son’s power (2 Corinthians 12:9, 10)

c) God the Holy Spirit’s power. (Acts 1:8)

d) The power of the Word. (Hebrews 4:12)

e) Kingdom of God power. (1 Corinthians 4:20)

ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION

1. The abomination of desolation is a statue erected by the Antichrist in the Temple during the Tribulation.

2. Based on the pride of Antichrist who seeks to "alter times and law" by starting his false millennium. - Daniel 7:8,25.

3. This passage defines the term:- Daniel 9:26-27.

a) He is from a revived Roman empire.

b) He makes a 7 year peace pact with Israel.

c) He breaks his covenant after 3 1/2 years.

d) At this point he violates the temple and begins desolating the people of the remnant

4. "Abomination of Desolation" begins with the setting up of the image of the beast Daniel 11:31, Revelation 13:14-15.

5. Daniel 12:11 says there will be 1290 days from the Abomination of Desolation to the Kingdom.

a) 1260 days to the Second Advent.

b) 30 days are involved in the judgment of nations, etc.

6. Christ warned the Jews who believe in the Tribulation to flee when they see the Abomination of Desolation. Matthew 24:15.

7. The coming and working of Antichrist is declared in the fact that "the mystery of iniquity is already at work.'' 2 Thessalonians 2:3-12. (Vs. 7) 

8. This is the opposite of the Mystery of Godliness --Christ Incarnate. 1 Timothy 3:16)

9. The "spirit of Antichrist" which is denial that Jesus is Christ is already at work in our own day. 1 John 2:18,22, 4:3; 2 John. 7.

10. The mid-Tribulation desecration of the temple by Antichrist by the erection of the abomination of desolation is given in Revelation 13:14.  

11. Two historical examples are:

a) Antiochus Epiphanes (BC 168 June to 165 December) places a statue of Zeus Olympus in the temple

b) Caligula (AD 37-41) attempted to set up his image in the temple.

MEMORIES

Memories have a number of implications in the Bible:-

1. Memory of the Lord is a part of worship. (Psalm 145:7-10, 1 Corinthians 11:24-25)

2. Memory produces happiness. (Proverbs 10:7)

3. It is of the greatest importance to use your memory while you are young. (Ecclesiastes 12:1)

4. Alcohol is related to memory. It causes rulers to forget their responsibilities (Proverbs 31:4-5)
and those under great pressure to forget trouble. (Proverbs 31:6-7).

5. Memory has regrets beyond death for unbelievers, the memory of lost opportunity. (Luke 16:25).

6. The word of God must be part of your memories. (2 Peter 1:12-15)

7. Memory can provide for misery and happiness. (Lamentations 3:17-24)

8. Memory is designed to orientate one to grace. (Psalm 103:2)

THE CHURCH IS DIFFERENT TO ISRAEL

It is critical to the evaluation of the Bible to distinguish between the Church and Israel:

a) The Jews started with Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3).  The Church started at Pentecost (Acts 2; Galatians 3:26-28).

b) Israel was promised blessings on earth (Deuteronomy 28:1-14).  The Church is promised blessings in heavenly places 

    (Ephesians 1:3; Hebrews 3:1).

c) Israel's relationship to God was based on a Covenant (Genesis 17:7,8).  The Church's relationship to God is based on 

     new birth (John 1:12;13; 1 Peter 1:23).

d) Israel's prophecy is mainly in the Old Testament.  Prophecy of the Church is only in the New Testament.

e) Israel worshipped at Jerusalem (Psalm 122:1-4).  The Church worships where two or three are gathered together in 

     Christ's name (Matthew 18:20).

f)  Israel lived under the law (Ezekiel 20:10-12).  The Church is under grace (John 1:17; Romans 6:14).

g) Israel's destiny is with Palestine (Isaiah 60:18-21).  The Church will be removed from the earth (l Thessalonians 

    4:13-18).

h) Christ is King and Messiah to Israel.  Christ is Head and Bridegroom to the Church.

i)  Israel contained Jews only.  The Church is made up of both Jews and Gentiles.

PAUL'S THANKS THAT THE SAINTS WILL ESCAPE JUDGEMENT - Verses 13-14

2:13  But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren  beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to  salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 14  Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory  of our Lord Jesus Christ.

KEY WORDS
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	Opheilo
	[Present Active Indicative] To Owe

	Give thanks
	Eucharisteo
	[Present Active Infinitive] To thank, Give thanks

	Brethren
	Adelphoi
	Brethren

	Beloved
	Agapao
	[Perfect Passive Participle] To love dearly
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	Beginning
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	Salvation
	Soteria
	Safety, Soundness

	Sanctification
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	Kaleo
	[Aorist Active Indicative] To call
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ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND
Verse 13 
The word bound in this verse can be translated under obligation whilst sanctification means set apart. We have an obligation to give thanks to God for brothers and sisters in Christ in prayer.  The brethren are beloved in the Lord. God the Father loves the Christians with the same love as He loves His son, an infinite love.  Proverbs 8:22-36.
The means of salvation is given, belief in the truth regarding salvation and sanctification or baptism of the Holy Spirit. It is by the spirit we are sanctified.  In 1 Thessalonians 1:4 we have Paul again saying to the Thessalonians, "Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God".  Ephesians 1:3-8, Colossians 1:3-8.
Peter in 1 Peter 1:1-2, talks to the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Asia who he says are, "Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit".
Paul expresses thanks to God for these brethren beloved by the Lord, and proceeds to give a summary of their salvation - past, present, and future.  They have been elected in eternity past, received the sanctifying ministries of the Holy Spirit at Salvation and beyond it, believed the truth in time, and grown as brethren into full maturity.  It is “belief in the truth” that keeps them safe even now, and focuses them forward in worship and service of the Lord.  2 Timothy 2:14-19, 2 Peter 3:18.
Verse 14  
God called the Thessalonians to faith by Paul's preaching of the gospel message, that Paul calls “his gospel” – he owns it as his own message. This was the pure gospel of belief in the Lord Jesus Christ, and growth in grace and truth, not the other false gospel of the Galatians, that involved doing other things than belief such as circumcision, baptism or other activities for salvation.  These people have accepted the words of others following along after Paul, and they are in danger if they hold those words, so Paul calls them back to his message which was and remains in the truth.
In verses 13 and 14 we have many of the features that also occur later in his words in Romans 8:29-30 where the sequence for the believer is given. "For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified."
From this passage in Romans the construction in the Greek is such that it implies that once a person is foreknown he will eventually become glorified.  The Plan of God is certain and yet every choice of man within it is free and certified as such by each man when they stand before their maker.  No-one gets into hell or the lake of fire who doesn't want to reject the demand of God to bow their knee to Jesus.
Acceptance of salvation brings glory to the Lord Jesus Christ, which is the prime focus of the plan of God. John 14:6 says that, "Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me."   Peter and Paul also remind us of this in Acts 4:12, 16:31.
The calling of the believer is also seen in 1 Peter 5:10, where we are told, "But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you."
The call refers to the moment when a person believes the truth. Our gospel does not mean that there are other genuine gospels. There is only one gospel, but there are many different preachers of it, and many different audiences and ways of expressing the same truth. Paul is referring to the gospel of God, which was preached by him.

Paul reflects upon the meaning and purpose of God in all the revelation centring upon Jesus; that it is for the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Here the apostle peers into the future and sees the ultimate outcome of salvation - to be with Christ and be like Him and enjoy his fellowship forever. 

Thus in verses 13 and 14 we have "a system of theology in miniature", a marvellous summary of the scope of God's purposes with His believing people. He has shown us that salvation, "originates in a divine choice, is wrought out by divine power, is made effective through a divine message, and will be perfected in divine glory."

APPLICATION

We were elected in Christ in eternity past as seen in Ephesians 1:4, " According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love".
God chose you. The Bible clearly teaches that God chooses men to salvation, but it never teaches that He chooses, some to be damned. Men are lost through their own deliberate choice. Apart from God's intervention, all would be lost. 
Does God have the right to choose some to be saved?  Basically -His desire is for all to be saved (1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9). However, the Bible does not teach "Universalism", the theory that all will eventually be saved.

Do we feel the obligation to pray for our fellow believers, giving thanks for them?

If we do things God's way He will be glorified, and we will receive His reflected glory and blessings forever more.

DOCTRINES

ELECTION AND PREDESTINATION

1. The Biblical concept of predestination does not conflict with human freewill.

2. Christ was predestined for a specific purpose from eternity past - to go to the cross and be raised to glory   (Isaiah 42:1, 1 Peter 2:4-6, Acts 2:23)

3. All members of the human race are potentially elect by the Father under the concept of unlimited atonement. (2 Peter 3:9, 1 John 2:2)

4. When a person trusts in Christ for salvation, he is united with Christ and therefore shares His election and destiny (1Corinthians 1:2, 30, Romans 8:28, 32, Ephesians 1-4)

5. Election is closely linked with foreknowledge.  In eternity past, God knew who would believe, He therefore predestined them, called them, and they were saved  (Romans 8:29-30, 2 Timothy 1:9)

6. Therefore, election and predestination applies to the believer only. No person is predestined for hell - it is a choice of freewill (John 3:18, John 3:36).

7. Election is a present and future possession of every believer. (John 15:16, Colossians 3:12)

8. Election is also the foundation of the universal church. (1 Thessalonians 1:4)

9. There are five Greek words used in conjunction with predestination. 

a) Pro Orizo - to predesign (Romans 8:28, 29, Ephesians 1:5, 11)

b) Protithemi - to predetermine (Romans 3:25, Ephesians 1:9)

c) Prothesis - a predetermined plan (Romans 8:28, 9:11, Ephesians 1:11, 3:11, 2 Timothy 1:9)

d) Proginosko - to foreordain, to preordain. (Romans 8:29, 11:2, 1 Peter 1:20)

e) Prognosis - foreknowledge or predetermined purpose (Acts 2:23, 1 Peter 1:2)

10. The life of Judas is a good illustration of predestination and freewill.

a) God's call is to all people; His desire is that all will be saved. (Matthew 28:18-20, John 3:16 1 John 2:2, 3:23)

b) God is long suffering towards the lost, not willing that any should perish. (2 Peter 3:9)

c) God's call is to all, but people must respond. (John 3:36, 16:8-11)

d) God's call is of love. (Jeremiah 31:3, John 3:16)

e) Those who resist become hardened in their souls and open to Satanic influence or possession. (Romans 1:20-32,  

    2 Thessalonians 2:9-12)

f) Judas was chosen in love by the Lord (Matthew 10:1-4, John 13:18) and received the sop of the honoured guest and 

    sat at the Lord's right hand at supper.

g) However Judas was a thief and a traitor. (John 12:6, 13:18)

h) As an unsaved man he was involved in evangelism. Others were probably saved through his reading of the word but 

    he was not. (Matthew 10:1-8)

i) He became the Son of Perdition by his decision, he could not blame anyone else (John 17:12).

BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

1. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is mentioned in (1 Corinthians 12:13) "By means of one spirit are we all baptised into one body". The Baptism of the Spirit unites believers into the Body of Christ at the point of salvation.

2. The Baptism of the Spirit is different to His other ministries:  indwelling, filling, sealing, regeneration, distributing spiritual gifts, all of which also occur at the point of salvation.

3. The basis of unity and union of believers is achieved by Baptism of the Spirit (Ephesians 4:5) "One Lord, one faith, one baptism " - we have one faith in one Lord and receive one baptism, which unites us in the Body of Christ.

4. The implication of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is given in (Galatians 3:26-28) - all believers are united and "equal" in standing before God.

5. The Baptism of the Spirit provides identification with Christ  - as the Body of Christ, we share everything that He has (eg righteousness, heirship, priesthood, kingship, etc) (Ephesians 1:3, Colossians 2:12)

6. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit was promised by Jesus Christ. (John 14:19-20, Acts 1:5)

7. The Baptism of the Spirit did not occur in Old Testament times. It is unique to the Church Age.  Only Church Age believers are "in Christ" - that is, part of the Body (and the Bride) of Christ. (Colossians 1:25-26)

8. The Baptism of the Spirit begins the Church Age. In (Acts 1:5) Jesus said "Ye shall be baptised with the Holy, Spirit not many (10) days hence". In (Acts 2:3) no mention of the Baptism of the Spirit is made but the experiential side of these happenings are described. In (Acts 11:15-17) Peter says that they received the Baptism of the Spirit just as it was in the beginning and quotes (Acts 1:5).

9. The Baptism of the Spirit has nothing to do with water baptism, nor with speaking in tongues.  The Baptism of the Spirit is not an experience; it cannot be seen, felt, or experienced, it occurs instantaneously at salvation. (aorist tense excludes experience - "once and for all") (1 Corinthians 12:13)

10. The incidence of tongues at Pentecost was because many nations were present in Jerusalem at that time. Tongues fulfilled two requirements, evangelisation and the first warning of expulsion of the Jews from the land which occurred in 70 AD (Isaiah 28:11)

SANCTIFICATION

1. Sanctification means to be made holy - to be set apart unto God.  One who is sanctified is called a saint.

2. We are sanctified (made holy) in Christ Jesus. (1 Corinthians 1:2)

3. Sanctification is in three stages:

a) Stage 1 At salvation - union with Christ - positional sanctification. (1 Corinthians 12:13, Romans 1:1-7)

b) Stage 2 Christian way of life - filling of the Holy Spirit - spirituality. (Romans 16:2; 1 Corinthians 1-2)

c) Stage 3 Resurrection body - In heaven - Ultimate sanctification. (1 John 3:2)

4. Our position in Christ entitles us to share Christ's righteousness.  It therefore

a) protects us from divine judgment. (Romans 8:1)

b) qualifies us to live with God forever.

c) makes us a new creature in Christ. (2 Corinthians 5:17)

d) guarantees eternal security for every believer. (Romans 8:38, 39)

5. However, because we still have the old sin nature, we will still sin during this life (Romans 7:21) When controlled by his carnal nature, however the believer is positionally sanctified but experientially carnal.

6. When we receive the resurrection body, we no longer sin - our sanctification will be complete (1 Corinthians 15:56, Philippians 3:21, 1 Thessalonians 5:23)

PAUL'S PRAYER THAT THE SAINTS WOULD BE COMFORTED AND STABALISED Verses 15-17

2:15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye  have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle. 16  Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which  hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope  through grace, 17  Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work. 

KEY WORDS
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ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND
Verse 15  
Due to this Christians are told to hold fast to the doctrines which they have been taught. Here we are told to stand fast in the faith. This is also reflected in 1 Corinthians 16:13, where the Corinthians are told, "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, and quit you like men, be strong".
There is no time when the Christian should be timid, or fearful. In the case of opposition we must stand firm to our beliefs even if it causes us to be unpopular.  We stand with Jesus and we stand secure in his love and plan – the plan of God will be successful and we are part of that plan.  1 John 4:17-21.
This is reflected in Jude 3 where we are told to contend earnestly for the faith that was “once and for all given to us by the apostles”. Public and Christian opinion may change but the Word of God abides unchanged forever. We are commanded to hold to the traditions or teachings which we were taught.  We are to be apostolic in our faith and not budge from the apostles teaching.  
This is reflected in 1 Corinthians 11:2, "Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things, and keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you."  Here Paul praises the Corinthians for keeping the ordinances that were given to them by him.

The saints are encouraged to stand fast and hold the traditions which they were taught, either by the apostles' words or by their Letters. The important thing to notice here is that the only traditions which are reliable and authoritative are the inspired utterances of the apostles. 

The traditions here are not anti biblical as much tradition in churches is today, where it is the tradition of later men. These traditions are the truth of the Scriptures, revealed by the Lord Jesus Christ directly to the apostles, which have remained unchanged since the beginning.  Romans 6:17.
Jesus condemned the scribes and Pharisees for nullifying the commandments of God by their traditions (Matthew 15:6).

 And Paul warned the Colossians against the traditions of men (Colossians 2:8). The traditions we should hold are the great truths which have been handed over to us in the sacred Scriptures, delivered to us by the apostles of the lamb.

This verse is sometimes used to justify the traditions of churches or of religious leaders. But any traditions which are contrary to the Word of God are worthless and dangerous. If mere human traditions are accepted as equal with the Bible, who is to decide which traditions are right and which are wrong?

Verse 16, 17  
In closing this chapter Paul wishes that the Lord Jesus Christ, and God the Father, comfort all the believers who stand in the truth, and establish us in every good (Holy Spirit empowered) work. In both cases the personal pronoun "our" is used for the first and second person of the Trinity. Both the Lord Jesus Christ and God the Father indwell the believer.

They are said to have loved us with an infinite love. This is reflected in Revelation 1:5, where glory and dominion is assigned to Him who loved us and washed us in His own blood.  We are also given everlasting consolation and good hope through His grace. Our everlasting consolation is everlasting life. Good hope is also seen in 1 Peter 1:3, "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead".  

Here we have a good or living hope through the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead. All of it is through grace, God's unmerited favour.  Ephesians 2:1-10.
The word "stablish" in verse 17 means to strengthen. The hope and consolation that doctrine gives should not only comfort us, but strengthen our resolve to do works of eternal worth to the glory of the Lord Jesus.  Gratitude drives the genuine believer, and that gratitude is built by understanding the riches of his grace towards us.  Ephesians 1:7, 2:7, 3:8, Philippians 4:19, Colossians 1:27.
In the Greek, the plural subject (Christ and God) is followed by four singular verb forms (loved, gave, comfort, establish). What is this, but a further indication of the unity of nature of the Son and Father in the Godhead?   Note the actions of God on our behalf.  We are loved, we are given gifts (doctrine below), we are comforted in love, and we are established forever in a position that is unassailable by the enemy – our eternal destiny is secure.
The prayer itself is that God will comfort their hearts and establish them in every good word and work. Not just encouragement in the midst of distress, but strength to move -forward in the battle and achieve the things we were called to achieve.  Luke 9:62.   We have a field to plough and the Lord expects us to complete the assigned work down here. 

APPLICATION

In order not to be swept along by each whim of human viewpoint/philosophy we need to know our bible doctrines very clearly and adhere to them under pressure. Implicit in these verses is also the need to teach doctrine either verbally or in writing. Adhering to doctrine is the practical outworking of doctrine, which is either heard or read. We need to teach in order that the people of the Lord know – as pastors we are responsible for this.   John 21:15-25.
God's past provision is introduced as an encouragement to trust Him for future courage and strength. He loved us and gave us everlasting consolation and good hope by grace. 

Doubtless this looks back to the greatest exhibition of God's love - the gift of His Son for us. Because we know that He settled the sin question at Calvary, we have eternal comfort now and the hope of a glorious future - and it is all through His marvellous grace.

The word "retreat" wasn't in the apostle's vocabulary, and it shouldn't be in ours either. Don't miss the expression “every good word and work”. Truth on our lips is not enough; it must be worked out in our life in every possible way the Holy Spirit opens the door to achieve. So in our lives there should be the order of teaching, and doing, doctrine and duty, preaching and practice.

DOCTRINES

GIFTS GIVEN AT SALVATION

Listed below are the 34 things God provides for every believer at the point of salvation.

1. In the eternal plan of God. (Sharing the destiny of Christ)

a) Foreknown (Acts 2:23, Romans 8:29, 1 Peter 1:2)

b) Elect (Romans 8:33, Colossians 3:12, 1 Thessalonians 1:4, Titus 1:1

c) Predestined (Romans 8:29, 30, Ephesians 1:5, 11)

d) Chosen (Matthew 22:14, 1 Peter 2:4)

e) Called (1 Thessalonians 5:24)

2. Reconciled

a) By God (2 Corinthians 5:18, 19, Colossians 1:20)

b) To God. (Romans 5:10, 2 Corinthians 5:20, Ephesians 2:14-17)

3. Redeemed (Romans 3:24, Colossians 1:14, 1 Peter 1:18)

4. Condemnation removed. (John 3:18, 5:24, Romans 8:1)

5. Under Grace instead of judgment; God is satisfied with the death of His Son. (Romans 3:24-26, 1 John 2:2)

6. All sins judged by the death of Christ. (Romans 4:25, Ephesians 1:7, 1 Peter 2:24)

7. Dead to old life - alive to God.

a) Crucified with Christ. (Romans 6:6, Galatians 2:20)

b) Dead with Christ. (Romans 6:8, Colossians 3:3, 1 Peter 2:24)

c) Buried with him. (Romans 6:4, Colossians 2:12)

d) Raised with Christ. (Romans 6:4, Colossians 3:1)

8. Free from the law.

a) Dead. (Romans 7:4)

b) Delivered. (Romans 6:14, 7:6, 2 Corinthians 3:11, Galatians 3:25)

9. Regenerated. (John 13:10, 1 Corinthians 6:11, Titus 3:5)

a) Born again. (John 3:7, 1 Peter 1:23)

b) Children of God. (Galatians 3:26)

c) Sons of God. (John 1:12, 2 Corinthians 6:18, 1 John 3:2)

d) A new creation. (2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 6:15, Ephesians 2:10)

10. Adopted. (Romans 8:15, 8:23 (future) Ephesians 1:5)

11. Acceptable to God. (Ephesians 1:6, 1 Peter 2:5)

a) Made righteous (Romans 3:22, 1 Corinthians 1:30, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Philippians 3:9)

b) Sanctified positionally. (1 Corinthians 1:30, 6:11)

c) Perfected forever. (Hebrews 10:14)

d) Made meet (qualified) (Colossians 1:12)

12. Justified (declared righteous). (Romans 3:24, 5:1, 5:9, 8:30, 1 Corinthians 6:11, Titus 3:7)

13. Forgiven all trespasses. (Ephesians 1:7, 4:32, Colossians 1:14, 2:13, 3:13)

14. Made nigh. (Heavenly citizenship based on reconciliation) (Luke 10:20, Ephesians 2:13, 19)

15. Delivered from the kingdom of Satan. (Colossians 1:13, 2:15)

16. Transferred into God's kingdom. (Colossians 1:13)

17. On a secure foundation. (1 Corinthians 3:11, 10:4, Ephesians 2:20)

18. A gift from God the Father to Christ. (John 10:29, 17:2, 6, 9, 11, 12, 24)

19. Delivered from the power of the sin nature. (Romans 2:29, Colossians 2:11)

20. Appointed priests unto God.

a) Holy priesthood. (1 Peter 2:5)

b) Royal priesthood. (1 Peter 2:9, Revelation 1:6)

21. Under the care of God as a chosen generation and a peculiar people. (Titus 2:14, 1 Peter 2:9)

22. Given access to God. (Romans 5:2, Ephesians 2:18, Hebrews 4:14, 16, 10:19, 20)

23.  Within the "much more" care of God. (Romans 5:9, 10)

a) Objects of His love. (Ephesians 2:4, 5:2)

b) Objects of His grace:

i) For salvation. (Ephesians 2:8, 9)

ii) For keeping. (1 Peter 1:5)

iii) For service (John 17:18)

iv) For instruction (Titus 2:12)

c) Objects of His power. (Ephesians 1:19, Philippians 2:13)

d) Objects of His faithfulness.(Philippians 1:6, Hebrews 13:5,6)

e) Objects of His peace. (John 14:27)

f) Objects of His consolation. (2 Thessalonians 2:16)

g) Objects of His intercession. (Romans 8:34, Hebrews 7:25)

24. God's inheritance (Possession). (Ephesians 1:18)

25. Beneficiaries of an inheritance as heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. (Romans 8:17, Ephesians 1:14 Colossians 3:24, Hebrews 9:15, 1 Peter 1:4)

26. A new position. (Ephesians 2:6)

a) Partners with Christ in life. (Colossians 3:4)

b) Partners with Christ in service. (1 Corinthians 1:9)

c) Workers together with God. (1 Corinthians 3:9, 2 Corinthians 6:1)

d) Ministers of the New Testament. (2 Corinthians 3:6)

e) Ambassadors. (2 Corinthians 5:20)

f) Living epistles. (2 Corinthians 3:3)

g) Ministers of God. (2 Corinthians 6:4)

27. Recipients of eternal life. (John 3:15, 10:28, 20:31, 1 John 5:11, 12)

28. Members of the family and household of God. (Galatians 6:10, Ephesians 2:19)

29. Light in the Lord. (Ephesians 5:8, 1 Thessalonians 5:4)

30. United to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

a) In God. (1 Thessalonians 1:1) of "God in you" (Ephesians 4:6)

b) In Christ. (John 14:20 of "Christ in you" Colossians 1:27)

i) A member in His body. (1 Corinthians 12:13)

ii) A branch in the vine. (John 15:5)

iii) A stone in the building. (Ephesians 2:21, 22, 1 Peter 2:5)

iv) A sheep in the flock. (John 10:27-29)

v) A part of His bride. (Ephesians 5:25)

vi) A priest of the kingdom of priests. (1 Peter 2:9)

vii) A saint of the "new species". (2 Corinthians 5:17)

c) In the Spirit. (Romans 8:9) of "the Spirit in you"

31. Recipients of the ministries of the Holy Spirit.

a) Born of the Spirit. (John 3:6)

b) Baptized with the Spirit. (Acts 1:5, 1 Corinthians 12:13)

c) Indwelt by the Spirit. (John 7:39, Romans 5:5, 8:9, 1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19, Galatians 4:6, 1 John 3:24)

d) Sealed by the Spirit (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 4:30)

e) Given spiritual gifts. (1 Corinthians 12:11, 27-31, 13:1, 2)

32. Glorified. (Romans 8:30)

33. Complete in Him. (Colossians 2:10)

34. Possessors of every spiritual blessing provided in eternity past. (Ephesians 1:3)

DESTINY OF BELIEVERS

1. He who believes in Jesus Christ has eternal life now (1 John 5:11-13).  He will never die (John 11:25,26, John 8:51)

2. Believers are said to "fall asleep" at their death (1 Thessalonians 4:14).  The soul departs to be consciously present with Christ, but the body "sleeps" in the grave until the resurrection (2 Corinthians 5:6-8)

3. When Christ comes at the Rapture, the bodies of those in Christ shall be raised from the dead (1 Thessalonians 4:16, 1 Corinthians 15:20-23)

4. Our physical bodies will be replaced by immortal bodies (2 Corinthians 5:1-4) - conformed to the body of Christ (Philippians 3:20-21)

5. We shall be like him (1 John 3:2) seeing His glory and reflecting it in ourselves (Colossians 3:4, John 17:22).

6. We will be rewarded because of works of faith (Luke 19:12-19) which will vary in proportion to our faithfulness in serving God (Matthew 6:20, 1 Corinthians 3:11-15)

7. In the Millennial Kingdom, we shall reign with Christ as priests of God and Christ (Revelation 20:6).

8. To the overcomer (1 John 5:4-5) Christ will give to eat of the tree of life (Revelation 2:7) and shall not be hurt by the second death - the lake of fire (Revelation 2:11). He will be given authority to rule over nations (Revelation 2.26-27) Jesus will acknowledge the believer before God (Revelation 3:4-5) who will be made a pillar in the temple of God. (Revelation 3:12) and will be seated with Christ in His own throne. (Revelation 3:21)

9. God will wipe away all tears from his eyes; sorrow, crying, pain, and death shall be no more (Revelation 21:4)

10. We shall know all things perfectly (1 Corinthians 13:12)

11. We will receive an incorruptible inheritance. (1 Peter 1:3-5) kept by our all powerful God in heaven.

HOPE

1. Our hope is based on the reality of the life of the Lord Jesus Christ and His message. (Romans 5:4-6, 1 Timothy 1:1)

2. Our hope is also of our resurrection (Acts 24:15). This hope influences our conduct here and now. (1 John 3:3)

3. The hope of resurrection was longed for and believed in, in the Old Testament but after the Lord's resurrection we can be totally confident. (Acts 26:6-8)

4. Hope of resurrection is a "lively hope" which influences every aspect of the soul who truly knows what we have. (1 Peter 1:3)

5. We also have hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:7)

6. It is a key doctrine of the church, without it our faith is a sham. (1 Corinthians 15:19)

7. We have the sure hope of deliverance from the Tribulation by the Rapture of the Church which occurs before the Tribulation (Romans 8:24-25, 1 Thessalonians 1:10; 4:13-18)

8. The coming of the Lord to save us from coming catastrophe is a "blessed hope" (Titus 2:13)

9. We all have the hope of blessing in time if we reach maturity. (Galatians 5:5)

10. We all have one hope in maturity. (Ephesians 4:4-6)

11. All true pastors hope that their flock will go on to maturity to the greater glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 2:19-20)

12. As we see and know what the Lord did for us we can take confidence from it. (1 Peter 1:21)

13. Confidence comes as we hear what God has for us through His word. (Romans 15:4)

14. The way to know hope is to be firmly grounded in God's word. (Colossians 1:23)

15. We are told to grow in hope. (Hebrews 6:11-12)

16. We are to hold fast our hope, firm in doctrine. (Hebrews 3:6)

17. All hope is anchored in doctrine in the soul. (Hebrew 6:18-19)

18. God's grace provisions for us here in time provide the basis for hope and confidence. (2 Thessalonians 2:16-17)

19. The purpose of the pastor - teacher teaching the Word of God is to pass on God's information so that all believers can be partakers of this hope. (1 Corinthians 9:10, 2 Corinthians 3:12)

20. The pastor's prayer for his people will always be that they should know the hope of their calling (Ephesians 1:18) This would include salvation, resurrection, eternal security, eternal reward, eternal life, blessing and maturity and deliverance from the problems of life.

21. Unbelievers have no hope. This should be the motivation for evangelism. (Ephesians 2:12, 1 Thessalonians 4:13)

22. We should be ready to give a defence to our hope. (1 Peter 3:15)

23. "Now abides faith hope and charity and the greatest of these is charity" (1 Corinthians 13:13)

GRACE  [See page 10 above]

TRINITY

1. There is one God.  He has manifest Himself in three personalities. (2 Samuel 23:1-3, Isaiah 48:16, Isaiah 63:7-10, Matthew 28:19, Acts 2:33, 2 Corinthians 13:14)

2. The oneness of God refers to the unity or sameness of character.  All three members of the Trinity are equal (Philippians 2:6, Deuteronomy 6:4, Acts 17:29, Romans 1:20, Colossians 2:9), although they have different functions/purposes in relation to man.

3. The three members are distinguished according to their function in the plan of salvation (1 Peter 1:2-3)

a) The Father - the authority, who planned our salvation (Isaiah 14:27, John 4:34, 5:17, 12:44, 1 Corinthians 8:6a, 

     Ephesians 3:11)

b) The Son - the obedient son, who was born as a man, died for our sins, and rose from the dead  (John 4:34, 5:17, 

     Hebrews 10:7)

c) The Holy Spirit - the ministering servant, who reveals the Son and sanctifies us  (John 16:8-11).

4. The Son is the only visible member of the Trinity. (John 1:18, 6:46, 1 Timothy 6:16, 1 John 4:12).  He was revealed in the Old Testament in Christophonies (eg the Angel of Jehovah) and became flesh in the New Testament. (Exodus 3:14 cf. John 8:58; Psalm 10:16 cf. Revelation 11:15; Zechariah 14 cf. Revelation 19)

5. Evidences of the Trinity

a) Affirmed by the use of the title Elohim (plural, Gods) in the Old Testament and the plural pronoun "us" in (Genesis 

    1:26, 3:22, 11:7).

b) The worship of God we have repeated three times "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty (Isaiah 6:3, Revelation 4)

c) The name (singular) of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit indicates Trinity. (Matthew 28:19-20)

d) The Lord's Baptism - the Spirit descends, the Father speaks from heaven and the Son is baptised. (Matthew 3)

6. Light is a good illustration of the Trinity. (1 John 1:5)  Light is one, but has three elements.

a) Father - actinic light - that part of light which is not seen, or felt.

b) Son - luminiferous - that part of light which is both seen and felt.

c) Spirit - calorific - that part of light which is not seen but felt.

CHAPTER THREE

Chapter three can be divided into three sections:

a) Exhortation for mutual prayer - v 1-5

b) Dealing with Non Performers v 6-15

c) Blessing and Benediction v 16-18

EXHORTATION FOR MUTUAL PRAYER - V 1-5

3:1  Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have  free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you: 2  And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men: for all men have not faith.  3  But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil. 4  And we have confidence in the Lord touching you, that ye both do and  will do the things which we command you. 5  And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ. 

KEY WORDS
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ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND
Verse 1 

Paul asks the Thessalonians to pray for their group, as he prays for them.  Paul uses the same request in Ephesians 6:18,19 which says, " Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel".  His prayer there is that he might be bold in evangelism.

Prayer by others is essential for the successful fulfilment or thrust of any mission. If any work is not supported in prayer it is unfruitful and will not last, for it is prayer power that delivers dynamic power.  In the following verse Paul sees himself as an ambassador in the world but not of the world.  2 Corinthians 5:9-21.
In this verse he is praying that the Word of God may move quickly and be glorified as it is with the Thessalonians. Glorification of the Word of God is achieved when the Word of God is spread rapidly abroad in an accurate form, and backed by passionate and loving prayer.

Paul felt the need for the prayers of the saints. This chapter opens with his request for prayer in three areas: 

1) For the dissemination of the message; 

2) For the triumph of the message; 

3) For the preservation of the messengers.

Verse 2 
 
The prayer is firstly for deliverance from evil people. Many of the people with whom they came into contact were unbelievers, who could be aggressively antagonistic to the message of Christ.  There is a need to recognize the reality of the Angelic Conflict, and be fully armoured each day, walk in the filling of the Spirit, and practise prayer and enlist prayer support.  Ephesians 5:14-21, 6:10-20, Philippians 4:6-7.
This type of request for prayer support in relation to protection is also made in Romans 15:30-31, "Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in your prayers to God for me; That I may be delivered from them that do not believe in Judaea; and that my service which I have for Jerusalem may be accepted of the saints".
In this passage from Romans Paul asks that the Roman Christians strive together with him in prayer. The reason for the request is his concern about the attacks they will receive from the unbelieving Jewish community. As a prominent former unbelieving Jew who these people would now consider an heretic, the need for that type of protection is clearly seen.

Historically there have been a number of cases where missionaries under threat have been protected by angels according to those who would have harmed them.  When we call upon the Lord for strength and protection he may provide it any way – and in all ways.
Paul desires that the word of the Lord may run swiftly - a graphic picture of the gospel sprinting from place to place in spite of obstacles (see Psalm 147:15). He also desires that the Word will produce the same marvellous spiritual and moral revolutions elsewhere that it did in Thessalonica. 
Paul also requests that he and his co-workers might be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men. He seems to be referring to some specific opposition, probably from Jews in Corinth (Acts 18:1-18).  This prayer was wonderfully answered, the very persecuting leader of the synagogue Sosthenes later becoming a “Brother” through conversion to the faith of Jesus.  1 Corinthians 1:1.
Verse 3  
Paul is confident that the Lord will protect the believers here from evil. Not only is the Lord faithful, but he is also all powerful and all knowing. He is monitoring all situations at any one time, in fact He knew what would happen at any point in history in eternity past.  Psalm 68:20, 115:16, Romans 8:26-39, 1 Corinthians 10:13, 2 Timothy 2:12-13, Jude 24-25.
Dr Moses notes, “I was faced with a situation where I had to apply this type of concept to my mission to the Philippines in June 2000.  I had to decide whether I would go to the southern island of Mindanao due to aggressive activity against Christians and foreigners by Moslem separatists in that region.  

I found the location of my visit was reasonably remote from the major activity even though there had been a couple of bus bombings in the city I was to visit. Looking at the Character of God I was able to say that the time of one's death was the prerogative of God. I also knew that God was all knowing and all powerful. As such I was safe even if all the militant Moslems came after me if it was not my time to be a martyr. The visit went ahead and was most successful.”
The fact that God is faithful is reiterated in 1 Corinthians 1:9, "God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord."

The protection is also spoken of by the Lord Jesus Christ in John 17 where, of his followers, Jesus says that He does not pray that God the Father should take them out of the world but that He should keep them from the evil one. 

Again the word to “stablish” is to give fundamental strength to the believer to be able to function as well as protecting them.  God will establish us upon the foundation of the work of Jesus, and stabilize us through the inner working of the Holy Spirit.  Ephesians 4:11-24.
Verse 4  
Paul says that he has every confidence that the Thessalonians will be able to share with him in prayer regarding protection. It is essential that any ministry is backed up by faithful people who will persist in prayer throughout the duration of the mission. 

Paul obviously had great confidence in the Thessalonians who were the model evangelistic church as shown in 1Thessalonians 1. They appear to have become immediately orientated to the Lord's work from the very first.

It was also encouraging that Paul, having sent a very critical letter to them in 1 Corinthians had reached the same level of confidence for the Corinthian church by 2 Corinthians 7:14-16, "For if I have boasted any thing to him of you, I am not ashamed; but as we spake all things to you in truth, even so our boasting, which I made before Titus, is found a truth. And his inward affection is more abundant toward you, whilst he remembereth the obedience of you all, how with fear and trembling ye received him.  I rejoice therefore that I have confidence in you in all things.”
Paul says he is confident not only of what the Thessalonians are doing at the time of his writing this epistle but also what they will be doing in the future.  Let us look forward to the victories the Lord will bring to the saints and praise Him in advance for the joy that is coming to all who faithfully do the work.
Paul reminds the saints of their responsibility to do the things he commands them. Here again we have the wonderful and curious mingling of the divine and the human: God will keep you; now you keep the commandments. It is the same thought in I Peter 1:5: "Kept by the power of God" (His part), "through faith" (our part). We also see it in Philippians 2:12, 13: "Work out your own salvation (our part) . . . for it is God who works in you (His part)".
Verse 5  
Paul now prays that the Thessalonians will be focused into the love of God and the patience of Christ.

David in I Chronicles 29:18 said, "O LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, our fathers, keep this for ever in the imagination of the thoughts of the heart of thy people, and prepare their heart unto thee."
The Lord in this verse may refer to the Holy Spirit, and thus all three members of the Trinity would be mentioned as they are in Chapter 2:13-14.

"Patient waiting for Christ" means steadfastness while waiting for Christ's Return. It means showing the same patience or endurance which Christ showed as a Man on earth, and which He still shows as Man in heaven.  We are to be like Jesus in our patient service.  We serve the risen Lord and we obey the Lord in fulfilling our commission before him.  
APPLICATION

There is always antagonism between the believer and the unbeliever, because we come from two different backgrounds. The believer is positionally seated with the Lord Jesus Christ in heavenly places, at the right hand of God the Father. He is a citizen of heaven temporarily stationed in the devil's world. The commission of the believer is to inform the unbeliever of the potential of a heavenly calling. 

There is nothing more irrational than people's opposition to the gospel and its messengers. It is something that baffles explanation. They may talk reasonably about politics, science, or a host of other subjects, but when it comes to the gospel, they lose all sense of reason. 

Each unbeliever who transfers by faith in the work of Christ into union with Christ, is therefore a loss to the world system, and puts further pressure on those who are resisting God's call, thus causing antagonism.

This is shown clearly in Acts 28:24, "And some believed the things which were spoken, and some believed not".  Here we see that some were persuaded by the things that were spoken ands some disbelieved showing division of humanity with the presentation of the gospel.

We should not miss the beauty of the contrast between verse 2: "not all have faith", and verse 3, "But the Lord is faithful". This teaches us to look away from faithless men to our never-failing God. He is faithful to confirm us to the end (1Corinthians. 1:9). He is faithful to deliver us out of temptation (1 Corinthians. 10:13). He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). And here He is faithful to establish and to guard us from the evil one.  2 Timothy 2:12-13.
The faithfulness of the Lord is therefore one of the critical characteristics in relation to the Promises of God. He is always faithful and unchageable even when we are not faithful.  In times of persecution it is easy to develop bitter thoughts toward evil “others” and to give up the struggle because of the duration and intensity of the suffering. We need to pray that we will love as God loves, and will be steadfast as Christ is steadfast.

Do others have great confidence as far as we are concerned?  Do they back us in prayer?
The Christian life, if it is going to be effective, must be fully focused on God.  God has said that, "You shall have no other God than me".  In the Christian life we also need patience. We need to be able to stick to a task. The Lord needs people who will perform consistently. 

We need to remember that love and patience are two facets of the fruit of the Spirit, which we demonstrate when we are filled with the Holy Spirit.

DOCTRINES

PRAYER  [See page 15 above]

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT
1. The filling of the Holy Spirit produces fruit in the life (love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance). (Galatians 5:22-23) Note that "fruit" is singular - all the characters are produced at the same time in the filling of the Holy Spirit.

2. The reason we are left on the earth after salvation is to produce fruit. (John 15:16, Philippians 4:17)

3. We produce fruit by hearing the word (Mark 4:20-28) and applying it to our lives. (Hebrews 4:2)

4. Failure to grow and produce fruit means divine discipline even to the point of the believer's early departure from this life. (Luke 13:6-9 John 15:2)

5. Rewards in eternity are distributed on the basis of faithful production. (1 Corinthians 3:10-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10)

LOVE  [See page 15 above]

DEALING WITH NON PERFORMERS V 6-15

3:6  Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us.  7  For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you; 8  Neither did we eat any man's bread for nought; but wrought with labour and travail night and day, that we might not be chargeable to any of you: 9  Not because we have not power, but to make ourselves an ensample unto  you to follow us. 10  For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any  would not work, neither should he eat. 11  For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly,  working not at all, but are busybodies. 12  Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus  Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread. 13  But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing. 14  And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and  have no company with him, that he may be ashamed. 15  Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.
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	Power
	Exousia
	Privilege, Authority

	Make
	Didomai
	[Aorist Active Subjunctive] To give 

	Ourselves
	Heautou
	Selves

	Ensample
	Tupos
	A type

	Follow
	Mimeomai
	[Present Middle Infinitive] To mimic, Imitate

	Commanded
	Paraggello
	[Imperative Active Indicative] To announce alongside of

	Work
	Ergazomai
	[Present Middle Infinitive] Work, Toil, Labour

	Busybodies
	Periergazomai
	[Present Middle Participle] To work all around

	Exhort
	Parakaleo
	[Present Active Indicative] To call alongside Help

	Quietness
	Hesuchia
	Quietness, Silence

	Weary
	Ekkakeo
	[Aorist Active Subjunctive] Faint, Depressed, Greatly troubled

	Well doing
	Kalapoieo
	[Present Active Participle] To do well or good

	Obey
	Hupakouo
	[Present Active Indicative] To hearken submissively, Obey

	Company
	Sunanamignumi
	To mix up together

	Ashamed
	Entrepomai
	[Aorist Passive Subjunctive] To be turned in

	Count
	Hegeomai
	[Present Middle Imperative] To lead out account 

	Enemy
	Echthros
	Enemy, Opponent

	Admonish
	Nouhteteo
	[Present Active Imperative] To put in mind

	Brother
	Adelphos
	Of the same womb, brother


ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND
Verse 6  
It seems clear that some of the saints at Thessalonica had stopped working for a living because they were so intently waiting for the Lord's return.   Their hearts were right, in that they didn't want to waste time and preferred to spend all their days in prayer and bible study, awaiting the Lord’s return.  Paul does not encourage this as a spiritual attitude however, but proceeds to give definite instructions as to how to deal with such brethren, to restore them in love to witness and intelligent service.  These people believe they are the “super-spiritual” brothers, but they are actually deceived.
Paul now commands the rest of the Christian Church in the city, in the name of the Lord to withdraw from these super-spiritual types, who he calls “disorderly brothers”, who are not acting in accordance with Biblical standards.   This is one aspect here of the biblical doctrine of “Separation”.  Withdrawal from those who are in a state of sin is given in Romans 16:17. Here Paul says "Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them."
A prime example of withdraw in the case of sin, is the Corinthian pervert where, in 1 Corinthians chapter 5, we are told that he was having sexual relations with his mother or step mother and bragging about it and not repenting.  The command is clear, withdraw from him, and ban him from fellowship until he repents.  1 Corinthians 5:6-13.   The man does repent as a result of conviction, and Paul urges the church to re-open its doors to the repentant and changed man now.  2 Corinthians 2:1-11. 
In 1 Thessalonians 4:11 Paul had already told the Thessalonians to, "study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you".  The people who had persisted in their super-spiritual attitude were therefore disobedient to the clear command of the apostle, so they had moved beyond passionate foolishness, to active disobedience to an apostolic worker.  These people are not just in passionate foolishness they are now in sinful disobedience – they haven’t been called to full time Christian work with others supporting their life styles, they must work for their living and their witness to their neighbours depends upon this.  
Verse 7  
Paul now cites the example of his team when they visited and taught in Thessalonika. He tells them that his team is the example to follow, as their lives complied with the precepts outlines in 1 Thessalonians 4:11.   Paul didn't stop working and expect others to feed him, he worked to support himself, and do these people think they are more important than the apostles?
He did not abandon his tent making just because he knew the Lord Jesus was coming again. He was indeed expecting Christ to come at any moment, but he was serving and working with the realisation that the Lord might not come during his lifetime.  He was always working, and witnessing as he worked, and as he preached, and as he served in practical ways.  
Verse 8  
The value of the tent making ministry is now revealed. Paul and his team worked to support themselves so that they would not be a burden to the Thessalonians. They paid their own way and by so doing they set all ministers an example.

In this he is reiterating the situation in 1 Thessalonians 2:9, "For ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail: for labouring night and day, because we would not be chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto you the gospel of God."
No one could accuse him of planting himself in someone's home and eating the food which someone else's toil had earned. He earned his own living while he was preaching the gospel. This meant long days and weary nights, but Paul was determined that he would not be a burden to any of them.

Nevertheless later in his ministry Paul had to accept gifts so that he could survive his time in prison and under house arrest, but while he could work Paul saw it is the right thing to do to work.

Verse 9   
Paul said that they did not do this because they did not have the authority to request that the Thessalonians support them, but so as to set an example for the Thessalonians to follow.  This means that if we expect support from others we need to have the Lord’s authority to request such a thing.  This makes the taking of believer’s money to support you a serious matter.  It is legitimate to take money for pastoral work, but it is serious and as unto the Lord.
The authority for paying a teacher is given in 1 Corinthians 9:4-11, " Have we not power to eat and to drink? Have we not power to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, and as the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas? Or I only and Barnabas, have not we power to forbear working? Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and

 eateth not of the milk of the flock? Say I these things as a man? or saith not the law the same also? For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen?  Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope.  If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things?"

Verse 10 
 The concept of not eating if you do not work is given in this verse. Each person has to pay his or her own way. It is of great importance for a person to work and be a useful member of society.   Those who are not prepared to work are not to be fed by the church funds.  This verse is a major modifier of the concept of charity.   We do not give according to people’s need, we give according to the will of the Lord, and their obedience o the Lord.  Even the widow is under this basic rule, and widows who were not able to work for their living, and yet were not prepared to pray for the church daily, were not to be given food from the church!   Random needy people were not fed by the early church!  
The Thessalonians had already been commanded not to support people who were lazy. If an able-bodied Christian refused to work, neither should he eat.  Does this conflict with the fact that believers should always be kind? Not at all. It is not a kindness to encourage laziness, and it is not kindness to encourage dependence on others, when God calls us to independent work and service to his glory.   No Christian work must ever encourage people to do anything other than the will of the Lord.  
Verse 11 
 Paul had heard that there were a number among them who were not working at all and were spending their time being busybodies. The word “busybody” could also be translated meddler in other people’s affairs, and that implies people who do not do their own assigned tasks.  Paul has no time for lazy and super spiritual fake brethren – for fake they are when they refuse to obey the scriptures.
This concept is also covered in 1 Peter 4:15, "But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters".

Now the apostle uses a delightful play on words' to bring out the inconsistency of the pseudo-spirituality of these “disorderly brothers”. His words could have been paraphrased as, "Minding everybody's business but their own."

Verse 12   
Paul commands people like this to repent and be corrected onto good paths, and encourages them through the Lord Jesus Christ to work, “in quietness and eat their own bread”. This concept is mirrored in Ephesians 4:28 where the person who previously stole is commanded to work with their hands so as to not only feed himself and his own but also help others.   To work in quietness means to work without drawing undue attention to themselves, just get busy and be obedient and noble.  They are living like thieves, taking food from other people’s tables.
Verse 13  
As far as we are concerned we should not get weary doing good. In Galatians 6:9-10 Paul says, "And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith." 

We who have been working faithfully are encouraged to press on. It is the end of the race that counts, not the beginning; so we should not grow weary in doing the right thing.   It is easy to get tired, indeed it is normal to get worn out in the work, for the road is long and the battle hard at times.  We need to be encouraged by the Lord’s example and the Lord’s Word to us.  Let us remember the great cloud of witnesses watching our performance from the stands of heaven and not be weary and give up.  Let us stand and fight for the Lord in the power the Holy Spirit will give.  Hebrews 12:1-13.
Verse 14  
Disobedience to this letter with its contents and principles should lead to the person being shunned until they comply with apostolic direction.  To our ears this sounds very “directive” and it is, and we need to be more “apostolic” in our definitions of what we define as our Christian faith, otherwise the satanic deceptions will become the new “norm” for what defines Christianity.
The other Christians should discipline any who oppose Paul’s words here, by refusing to have social and spiritual fellowship with him. The purpose of this discipline is to shame him for his behaviour, and encourage him to mend his ways.

This is not dissimilar to the principles of Matthew 18:17, where if a person who is rebellious refuses to hear the counsel of two or so witnesses, who have approached him/her to discuss the problems, then they are to be shunned. They are to be like a tax collector, or heathen, which in those days were shunned by the “decent” people.

The purpose is to bring shame on people who have gone astray to bring them back to the correct path, not to build superiority or arrogance on the part of the believer.  The issue here is that the disobedient person is arrogant, and in our dealing with them we must not end up looking worse than them.
Verse 15  
Nevertheless they should still be considered a brother. Here the offender is still looked on as a brother. In excommunication, he is counted as "a heathen and a tax-collector", but if he/she repents, they are to be restored as a family member, not a “trainee”.  Matthew 8:17. 

In Leviticus 19:17 Moses says, "Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin upon him".

In the New Testament Paul tells Titus in Titus 3:10, to reject the heretic after the first or second warnings.  While we reject them at that point, repentance is always to change this and acceptance of the repentant brother is to be without any strings attached.  Remember the Prodigal Son!  
APPLICATION

We should note that the standard against which actions are to be evaluated is the Bible, where all principles are set down once and for all, for us and we follow these principles, not traditions or our own natural prejudices.

We should not be aggressively judging people, but if a person is out of step with Biblical principles, and they will not repent, we must separate from fellowship with them.

Believers should show their disapproval of such a brother by refusing to mingle with him socially. The offence is not serious enough to warrant excommunication from the church, however. The tradition which the Thessalonians received from Paul was one of tireless industry, hard work, and self support and zero tolerance for laziness.

By application if we can support ourselves we should do so unless we find ourselves in a situation where it is the Lord's will to continue His work full time, and the people are able to support you. In a number of cases people may desire to assist you financially in your ministry and we should receive such support as from the Lord.

If we have a ministry to others we should not be a burden to them. The poor deserve the teaching from the Word of God just as much as the well to do.

It is important that we do not take up a collection at evangelical meetings.  Money taken from unbelievers at evangelical meetings could make them think that salvation can be bought by contributing to the church or meeting.

A person who teaches has the authority to be paid for his labour however we should consider forgoing our right to payment for our services in order that we might be an example of independence and being a servant.

We must be persistent in being filled with the Holy Spirit, so that we can satisfy God and produce His character.
The discipline of a believer always has in view his restoration to the Lord and to the people of God. It should not be carried out in a spirit of bitterness or enmity, but rather in Christian courtesy and firmness. He should not be treated as an enemy, but rather as a brother. 

It seems strange to us today that Christians in Thessalonica were so ardently looking for the Lord's return that they abandoned their daily duties. 

Many nowadays have gone to the opposite extreme. We are so taken up with business and money-making that we have lost the freshness and thrill of the hope of His imminent coming.

DOCTRINES

WORK

1. Since the Fall, man has had to work for a living by the sweat of his (Genesis 3:17-19).

2. Our attitude to work as believers should, however, be an offering of praise to God (Romans 8:19-32, 1 Corinthians 10:31).

3. Our attitude to work is witness to all.  

4. Christian employers must be a just and fair (Ephesians 6:5-9, Colossians 3: 22-4:1, 1 Timothy 6:1-8).

5. All Christians who can should be working for their living.  If they are unable to work they will be able to do something for the Lord, and such service should be supported by the church (1 Thessalonians 3:10-12).

6. Even Paul who ministered nearly full time, was a tent maker by day and a preacher and Bible teacher by night (1Corinthians 9:18,  1 Thessalonians 2:9-12,  4:11-12).

7. Paying the pastor is legitimate, following the principle of the oxen treading out the grain; it ate whatever it needed to keep doing the job (1 Corinthians 9:6-14,  Galatians 6:6, Romans 15:27, Deuteronomy  25:4,  1 Timothy 5:17, 18).

8. Everything we do is to be looked upon as service to the Lord (Colossians 3:23).

BROTHERHOOD OF BELIEVERS  [See page 18 above]

GLORY  [See page 28 above]

GOSPEL OF SALVATION  [See page 26 above]

PROMISES  [See page 28 above]

CONFIDENCE  [See page 33 above]

SEPARATION

1. Believers are instructed to be separated from habitually carnal believers. (1 Corinthians 5:10, 11)

2. Separation is ordered from apostate religious organisations. (2 Corinthians 6:17)

3. Separation is commanded from unbelievers where scripture is compromised by the relationship or marriage, business partners. (2 Corinthians 6:14 ff)

4. Separation is commanded from the human viewpoint. (Romans 12:2, Romans 16:17, 18)

5. Separation is commanded from pseudo spirituality. (Romans 16:17, 18)

6. Separation is commanded from those who seek pleasure in fast living - pursuit of parties, immoral situations. (1 Peter 4:4)

7. Separation is commanded from other believers who reject Bible doctrine. (2 Thessalonians 3:14, 15)

CHARITY

1. God has always been concerned for the needy poor, the weak and the oppressed. (Exodus 22:21-27, Deuteronomy 15:11, 24:14, 15.)

2. Orphans and widows were especially concerns of the Lord from the beginning. (Deuteronomy 10:18, Ezekiel 22:7.)

3. The Lord addressed the poor, and met their physical and spiritual needs. (Matthew 11:28-30, Luke 4:18, 6:20.)

4. The Lord recognised that there will always be people who are poor in a fallen World. (Matthew 26:11, Mark 14:7.)

5. Many in the early church sold their worldly wealth to provide for the needs of other Christians. (Acts 4:32-37.)

6. The churches cared for the poor by regular giving, through the deacons. (Romans 15:26, Galatians 2:10, James 2:2-7)

7. If people could work they were expected to; such were not needy poor! (1 Thessalonians 2:9-12,  2 Thessalonians 3:7-12.)

8. The requirements for a widow to receive charity is given in 1 Timothy 5

a) She should not receive charity if she has children or grandchildren. Relatives are to look after their own families v 4

b) If she is spending time in the Lord's work and praying she is eligible. - v 5 

c) However, she is not given charity if she is living for pleasure and not willing to take responsibility. v 8

d) She should be over 60 years of age, having lived in the faith a blameless life and the wife of one man. - v 9

POVERTY

1. God can raise the poor out of the poverty of their circumstances (1 Samuel 2:8, Psalm 113:7).

2. There is a special happiness for those who help the poor (Psalm 41:1, 2, Proverbs 19:17, Proverbs 29:14).

3. The poor are not only delivered by God from poverty but in the reality of their poverty they often see their need of salvation and respond to the gospel (Psalm 72:12-14, Matthew 11:5).

4. Whilst charity is good and honourable, it can be abused (Proverbs 14:30-31, 19:17). Charity is for the poor, but excessive dependence upon welfare makes the poor lazy (2 Thessalonians 3:10-11).

5. There is a special curse for those who ignore helping the poor (Proverbs 21:13, 22:16, 28:3). There is also a special curse for those who take advantage of the poor (Proverbs 22:22-23).

6. Until the Millennium there will always be poverty in the human race (Mark 14:7).

7. The poor are a target for hypocrisy and its victim (John 12:5). They are also the victims of backsliders (James 2:2-4).

8. Poor believers have the same spiritual privileges as rich believers (James 2:5). A person can be poor in material things but rich in doctrine.

BLESSING AND BENEDICTION V 16-18

3:16  Now the Lord of peace himself give you peace always by all means. The Lord be with you all. 17  The salutation of Paul with mine own hand, which is the token in every epistle: so I write. 18  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

KEY WORDS

	Peace
	Eirene 
	Peace

	Give
	Didomi
	[Aorist Active Optative] To give

	Always
	Dia Pantos
	Through all time

	Means
	En Panti Tropo
	In every way

	Salutation
	Aspasmos
	Salutation, Embrace

	Mine
	Emos
	Mine, My To me

	Hand
	Cheir
	Hand

	Token
	Semeion
	Sign Signal Mark

	Epistle
	Epistole
	Epistle, Letter

	Write
	Grapho
	[Present Active Indicative] To write, Inscribe

	Grace
	Charis
	Grace

	Amen
	Amen
	So be it


ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND
The Lord of Peace is the Lord Jesus Christ, who made peace between us and God individually at the Cross. This is the peace with God, which occurs at salvation whereas we can know the peace of God when we are filled with the Holy Spirit on a moment by moment basis.

Paul prays that the suffering saints at Thessalonica may know the peace of the Lord of peace at all times and in every way.

The Lord of Peace is mentioned in Romans 15:33, " Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen".
It is of interest that Jesus will reign as King from the City of Peace - Jerusalem in the future Millennial Kingdom.

Paul signs the letter with his own signature and closes saying his prayer aloud for them, that the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with them all.   As Paul was a highly educated man this has given rise to the concept that the thorn in the flesh may have been a problem with eyesight, as he draws attention to his signing this letter as if his signature is especially noticeable and problematic.   This may be a clue to things with Paul’s health, but lets not get distracted form his message – and let us all be filled with the Holy Spirit so that we also may have God’s grace over us.  Hebrews 4:12-16.
At this point Paul apparently took the pen from the hand of his secretary and wrote the benediction. 

APPLICATION

There can be no relationship between God and man except through the Cross of Christ – which is by grace through faith.
The Christian is not dependent on anything in this world for his peace. It is based entirely on the Person and work of the Lord Jesus. The world cannot give it or take it away. But we must appropriate it in all the circumstances of life. 

Peace is the calm of heart that comes from faith in God, and that is independent of circumstances. 

The Lord is with us always. He has stated that in the Great Commission, where He indicates that He is everywhere. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ is always with us.  Matthew 28:18-20.
DOCTRINES

GRACE  [See page 10 above]

PEACE  [See page 13 above]

GOD: CHARACTER OF GOD  [See page 9 above]

AMEN

1. Amen means "so be it" or "I believe it".

2. It is used in three ways:

a) By the hearer to indicate that we agree with what has been said. (Numbers 5:22; Deuteronomy 27:12-26;    

        Revelation. 5:14; 22:20.)

b) Used in prayer to signify that we believe our prayers will be heard and answered by God.(Psalm 41:13; Jeremiah 

        28:6).  This is the meaning of the "amen" at the end of a prayer by one who leads in prayer, or by the      

        congregation (1 Chronicles 16:36; Nehemiah 8:6; 1 Corinthians 14:16.)

c) Amen is used in (Revelation 3:14) as a name for our Lord Jesus Christ, as our security for this life and the 

       guarantee that our life hereafter rests in Him (2 Corinthians 1:20).
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