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[BOOK 152]

12 FEBRUARY TO 9 MARCH 1997

PREPARATION

The preparation for the trip can be divided into a number of areas,

[a] Ticketing and documentation which was complicated by the withdrawn of' the Air India service to Perth which was suddenly announced just before our departure.

[b] Visas which were required for both India and Nepal

[c] Vaccinations which involved polio, hepatitis A and B. cholera, meningitis, typhoid and an upgrade of tetanus if necessary. In addition there was anti malarial tablets and mosquito repellent sprays. The cost of inoculation and preventative medicines was about $300

[d] The preparation of material for teaching and ministry

[e] Contact with key personnel in the target countries. In our particular case the contact was the dynamic and very efficient C.V  John from Trivandrum in Kerala State.

[f] The provision of college tapes

[g] The provision of funds for travel and living expenses.

PERSONNEL

The mission group consisted of six members.

It was very encouraging that throughout the three week mission the group stayed in total harmony which we attribute to the grace of God and the concept of' mutual servant hood.

PRE TRIP ORlENTAT10N 'EVEN1NG

This occurred on Monday 10 February and was attended In addition to some of' the family members of' those going overseas Dick and Jenny Rosbender,  Previous Missionaries to India and Ossie Amato EBCWA administrator were present.

This allowed final arrangements to be made.

THE JOURNEY TO THE MISSION FIELD

This can be divided into two

The common journey from Perth to Bombay

The two groups journeys to Abraham’s village and Trivandrum Bible College

THE COMMON JOURNEY

The mission left Perth Airport on the afternoon of February. 12 being ferruled by a large number of people. Weighing in for the trip we were slightly overweight, the excess being the tapes for the Bible College at Trivandrum.

We were travelling in pairs and due to extra space on the Air India flight we were able to spread out after take off.

We reached Changi airport at Singapore and were impressed with the size and quality of the airport. We spent an hour there waiting for our continued flight to Bombay. Again due to spare seats Jamie and I were able to use some front row seats with added leg room to get some listless sleep.

The team leader, immaculate as ever complete with black mask and ear plugs showed that catching a good sleep in this environment was possible for the seasoned traveller. 

We arrived in Bombay which has recently been renamed Mumbai in the early hours of the morning. Jamie, Joel and myself had as hand luggage the complete Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia’s Diploma Course on 530 audio tapes in three A4 boxes. Having just completed customs an official asked what was in the boxes. I answered that it was a gift. When the officer asked more I said “Good Morning” and headed for the exit with Jamie and Joel in tow. The customs official did not call us back but with armed guards in the airport I felt a little bit exposed as we walked sedately out of the customs hall. The tapes had arrived in India.

The first thing we noticed was the pollution which was a common factor in major cities in India and Nepal. This was due to the poor performance of many of the motor vehicles and the high percentage of wood burning that takes place in the cities.

It is not legal to bring in rupees into India so we changed money at the airport. We also noted that if you want to change back Indian rupees into hard currency you need to show your original bank receipt.

Assuming that our flights, as they were all internal, were to go from the domestic terminal we found a transit bus and relocated to the other terminal. On arrival we had a prayer thanking the Lord for our safe arrival on the Indian subcontinent.

We now checked air flights from the domestic airport and found to our surprise that the air flight to Trivandrum was from the international Airport as it was by Air India. Time. was becoming short for those who were travelling to Trivandrum and so the group parted with some haste so that the connection was not missed.

THE JOURNEY TO ABRAHAM'S VILLAGE [ GENE, NANCY AND BETH]

The journey to Abraham’s village is typical of travel to any remote area of the globe. It is like descending a staircase in which each step down takes you back 50 years in history. 

We left Bombay (Mumbai) in the modern age of jet-travel, arriving in Hyderabad in two and a half hours, in the l940’s. From Hyderabad we travelled by overnight train (l920’s style) to the rail station in Samalkot.  

Here we were at the turn of the century.  we accosted a driver, and were taken by car to Yelleswaram, and landed in Bible times. The journey ended travelling by foot through the winding streets and dusty lanes, through the street bazaars, under huge tangled Banyan trees where parrots called, by the creaking ox-carts and Buffalo, to a river where women washed clothes in the ancient way, where we baptized five new converts from Hinduism.

I first met pastor Y.G. Abraham five years ago, at the first pastors conference I attended in India at Visakapatnam. He has told me since, “I never forgot the things you taught, and I have used them in my ministry”. Abraham, with wife Sarah and son Isaac have an amazing ministry.

He lives up to his Biblical counterpart, telling me, “Many times I go out, not knowing where I am going.” His work, and many workers now span six Indian states and as many languages.

He has established “Basic Training Bible Institute” and Basic Training Orphanage. Our purpose in coming was for a Bible conference of many of his workers, a graduation of l2 men from the institute (which runs on a 3 month basis), as well as ministry within the village setting.

We stayed with Isaac and his wife Charlotte Grace. The hospitality and grace shown us by the entire family was overwhelming. Because the people are agricultural, meeting began at 9 in the evening. 

After an hour of singing, one hour of classes (taught by Nan or Beth and myself) and half hour to an hour praying for the physical and spiritual needs of the people, we would return at midnight. 

There would be Charlotte Grace and Sarah, preparing a meal for us. By four A.M. we would hear the family at family prayer and singing!

I cannot tell how invaluable it was to have Nan and Beth along! I had been telling Nan for years of the importance to the women there to have a visit from her. I now saw that the value was beyond my reckoning. 

The classes these ladies taught to women and children, and their interaction with the ladies was priceless. We did not even realize till the last day what it meant.

Through the week, every little need we had from carrying water to washing our hands and feet, to laundry was attended to by these tireless women. The last day, Charlotte Grace came in with the last load of laundry. We thought they would be happy to see us leave, so they could get some rest. As she handed Nan the clothes, she broke down and sobbed and sobbed. 

Soon in came Sarah, then the two daughters, and all just wept and clung to us. I know that for those dear ladies, the visit of Nan and Beth will never be forgotten.

Abraham and Isaac have been using the Basic book for instructing their new converts, and the student-pastors at the institute. Pastor Abraham is also establishing a medical centre to meet the needs of nine villages where there is no service of this kind. He is doing this in conjunction with the ministry started by my cousin, Ken Buck, called C.O.R.E. (Christian Out Reach and Evangelism). 

We have been asked to return to Abraham’s village, and to accompany him to an area where people live as “Barbarians” (in his words) living in the forest primitively, armed with bows and arrows. Abraham has a great burden for these people, who live in superstition and fear and darkness. You can not understand it until you have seen it! 

Near Abraham’s village is an image of Hanuman (half monkey, half man) that is the tallest Idol in India. Standing 50 or 60 meters tall, the eyes are gold, and passing by it late one night, the eyes glitter demonically.

With over 300 million “gods” of this nature, you can begin to see why there is such fear and hopelessness in the people. 

Quite often I have questioned the lasting value of these mission journeys. What I have seen in the ministry of Abraham tells me that it is never in vain. 

After first meeting him, we had no contact for three years. When we met again, he reminded me of things I taught at that first conference, and showed how he had implemented scriptural principles brought out then. 

The power is in the Spirit and the Word, which remains after we leave, to bring the sowing and the watering to a full harvest. 

Please pray for these fellow-labourers in the fields of the Lord. Please join us in seeking to meet the demand for study-materials, and the many needs of the widows and orphans being cared for. 

Let us not be like the rich man who lived in luxury every day, while ignoring Lazarus who laid at his gate sick and hungry. We are our brothers’ keeper, and we are accountable to do what we can to help those less fortunate.

I will not add to Peter’s account of Nepal as it is sufficient to give some idea of the positive reception and hunger there. I will only say that for a short time Christ has openly been proclaimed there, and there is no study material available to the people in the Nepali language. 

We could, by translating our publications, be at the very forefront of the work in Nepal. We are pursuing these possibilities, pray for it. I will let Nan and Beth tell their part of the tale.

THE JOURNEY T'O TRIVANDRUM [PETER, JAMIE AND JOEL]

Jamie, Joel and myself now had a hurried ride in a three wheeler motorised rickshaw. It reminded me of' the cartoon version of Jules Verne's Around the World in 80 days with Jamie bulging out of the taxi on one side, Moses bulging as little more on the other and Joel somewhere in the middle under a huge pile luggage.

The taxi driver like most taxi drivers encountered on the Indian sub continent gauged our situation thus it cost us $A 5 each to get back to the international terminal. We booked in on the flight and at 7 am were heading towards the southern tip of India arriving at Trivandrum just after 9 am.

One of the major features of the Indian airports are their security requirements with armed guards and many security checks. There seems to be about twice the number of checks than at Perth Airport for instance.

The main feature of Indian traffic seems to be the use of the horn. In the traffic sphere there is a hierarchy with trucks and buses at the top and the pedestrian near the bottom. The rule seems to be that if a vehicle of a lower status is in front of you it is your duty to pass it as soon as possible. The drivers certainly are skilled at this technique.

The Trivandrum Bible College Principal kindly picked us up from Trivandrum Airport and took us to the college through quite heavy traffic. We had travelled from Perth to our destination in southern India in 18 hours.

TRIVANDRUM BIBLE COLLEGE ‑ 13-20  FEBRUARY

The Rev CV John who is the founder and head of the Bible College was not due back for a couple of days. We were given good accommodation at the college with Joel and Jamie sharing a room on the first floor and myself being accommodated on the second.

The students at the College number some 65 with 14 staff including CV's brother who looks after the office.

After placing our bags in the room I met the principal to be advised of the teaching schedule for our time here. 

The proposed programme to which I happily agreed was to have 24 three quarter hour teaching sessions over the next week. 

All except two of the sessions were to the whole student body thus new material was required for each session.

This was spiritually taxing but also probably the most satisfying week in my Christian life to date.

The first evening we had a welcoming ceremony in which we three were garlanded. All three of us responded to the welcome with the main emphasis on my reply being the formation of the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia.

The subjects taught during this period were:-

Response to the welcome service

Chapel Service ‑ The cure for worry ‑ a study of Genesis 15

Our Position in Christ ‑ a verse by verse study of Ephesians 1:3‑14

Noah's Ark

Beginners Basic Bible Book ‑ Character of God

Genesis ‑ the proof of a young earth from Scientific data.

Beginners Basic Bible Book ‑.Eternal Security

Church Service‑The Chinese Language and Genesis 1‑11. The Emerging Picture of the Lamb.

Church Service ‑ Angelic Attack on the Plan of God from the Fall of Satan to today.

Genealogy in Matthew and Luke and the need for the Virgin Birth.

Tower of Babel

Biblical Astronomy

Beginners Basic Bible Book ‑ Carnality and Spirituality.

Genesis 3 ‑ the fall of Man

Biblical Numerics

Beginners Basic Bible Book ‑ The Christian Walk

Prophecies regarding the Cross

Daniel 11 ‑ a study in prophecy

The Tabernacle

Beginners Basic Bible Book‑ Prayer

Daniel's 70 weeks

The High Priest's Dress and its Implications

The Feasts of Israel

Beginners Basic Bible Book ‑ The Promises of God

I was aware and grateful for the prayers of Jamie and Joel as well as those in the other team and the group m Australia who 'had covenanted with us to pray for each other. 

With this amount of speaking I was concerned about how my voice would respond. My voice was good all week for that l was very grateful.

I found that whilst we both spoke English the difference in accent and in some cases knowledge of English was such that the use of a chalk board was essential to reinforce the spoken word.

At one stage I was able to teach those with an Indian accent Chinese characters, talk about multi culturism.

The regime for the students at the College was a real challenge to us. The morning calm which had usually been shattered by the sound of' Hindi music from a local temple at dawn was further broken by the sound of the bell, someone striking a metal bar at 5.50 am.

By 6 am the students were studying the Scriptures individually. Apart from breakfast and lunch they then had lessons until 3 p.m. followed by a study period until 4. 

Recreation and cleaning of the college preceded dinner at 6pm. 

Every evening the Kerala State Electricity supply was cut to the area from 7 to 7:30 at which time the final formal session for the day was held terminating at 8:15. 

Lights out was between 10 and 10:30

Jamie and Joel joined in the sport with the students in the afternoon session and built up an excellent rapport with them. I believe the team that was sent to Trivandrum was of an optimum format bearing in mind that there were no young ladies on the mission to relate to the female students.

Joel and Jamie also attended additional classes which they found stimulating and informative.

On the Saturday Benson one of' the staff members kindly took us on a short tour into Trivandrum City to view an area run by the State Government for craftsmen and souvenirs, lunch and a visit to the nearby ocean. On this trip we viewed women with sledge hammers 'breaking up rocks to form road base or concrete aggregate, a working elephant and a tourist resort. India has many contrasts.

C V John arrived on the Friday and left again after lunch on the Sunday. He was a man of' immense humour and very kind showing the evidence of a dedicated and close walk with the Lord. He had been away from the College for some 6 weeks so he brought the student body up to date before leaving for Rangoon and Nepal for another month.

His staff at the college were very efficient with a tightly run ship allowing C V the maximum liberty to pursue the Barnabas program whilst not affecting the running of the College. He told us that by faith they had put down $500 deposit on the land a few years ago where the College now stands and now has a College complete on the site. He said it was a good example of the faithfulness of God.

Mrs CN John arrived back on the Saturday having been delayed some 13 hours on a 36 hour train ride. With her she brought Rebecca N from Manipur.

On the last evening the Principal gave a very encouraging speech to summarise our visit to the college, commenting on the close relationship between the mission team and the college. He restated that much of the material presented was new and that the systematic teaching system used was new as well.

As a final musical offering the three of' us gave a rendition of ~‑When the roll is called up yonder we'll be there;'. As a result of our visit around 50 staff and students put their names down for the Bible Topic Books. We left three sets we were carrying there keeping two for Nepal.

It is considered that the visit of the mission team to Trivandrum was a great success as well as a great challenge to us.

ABRAHAM'S VILLAGE TO BOMBAY

Our stay in Abraham's village has been the most incredible experience I have been through. The people taught us so much about the Christian walk, Servant hood of the Believer and Faith in God.

We were constantly amazed at the closeness of the Lord to us and the power of prayer. Our departure from the village was very emotional  and we left physically, spiritually and emotionally exhausted but rejoicing in a way I have found impossible to describe in words.

We looked forward to our day night stop over in Hyderabad before rejoining the other team members in Bombay for the mission in Nepal. 

We travelled for some two hours by car, then twelve hours on the train arriving in Hyderabad early in the morning to be met by Pastor John Francis and his wife Sunita. Would we hold a service for them tonight? No one even thought to object. This is what we had come to India for.

The experience of a service in India is not soon forgotten. Assembly starts around 8:30 p.m. when work for the day has ended. Loud speakers are set up and the 6-8 people assembled start singing that announces to the village that the church is meeting tonight. 

Like those attracted to the Pied Piper the village folk start arriving until before long the meeting area is packed. The service continued into the night always ending in the same fashion, individual prayer for those gathered.

TRIVANDRUM TO NEPAL [PETER, JAMIE AND JOEL]

It was Gene's intention to contact us prior to leaving 'Trivandrum but due to a lack of communication from Abraham" s village that did not occur.

We left Trivandrum to go the Kathmandu in Nepal via Bombay and Delhi. Both groups in the field plus those at home had found that the time allowed for the changeover in Delhi from Air India to Royal Nepal Airlines was too short being at best half an hour.

Ossie from Perth arranged to change that so that we proceeded from Bombay to Delhi a day earlier with a longer wait in Delhi. He was able to fax us at Trivandrum to advise of the change

We also noted that there was a direct flight from Bombay to Kathmandu with Royal Nepal Airlines on Fridays and Mondays which would have reduced travelling time between mission areas. Our two for one ticket arrangement may well have precluded usage of that service however.

We were taken to the Airport at Trivandrum by the nephew of C'V John. Whilst waiting we struck up conversation with a quasi hippie type from Frieburg in Germany. He was on his way home to Germany after 7 weeks in India.

We met him again in Bombay where he was wait listed for Frankfurt. He seemed to be interested in the fact that we were in India to teach the Bible. Among other things we said that we would be very pleased to see him on the aircraft to Delhi which continued through to Germany. 

He was one of the last people on board and coming down the aisle shook me by the hand saying that perhaps the reason he was on the plane was because we had prayed for him. I suggested that it would be well worth his while to have a good hard think on these matters. Perhaps a seed had been sown.

We arrived in Bombay at 12 noon and then waited for the other group who we knew were coming into Bombay at 2:30 p.m.. By the time 5 p.m. came round we assumed something had gone astray. We found on investigation that they had been on the plane and about 6:30 Gene arrived to tell us that Beth was in hospital.

After some discussion it was decided that the Trivandrum group would continue to Kathmandu and that I would take Gene's sessions at the pastor's conference so that when he arrived he would be able to take mine. Joel went off with Gene to see Beth and rejoined us for the trip to Delhi later that night.

The flight to Delhi which is marginally north of Kathmandu in latitude took about two hours arriving in the early hours of the morning. We left the airport and paid ten rupees to enter the transit lounge where we spent the night away from the crowds that seem to be at airports in India at all times of' the day and night. I tried to sleep on the floor with my sleeping bag as a mattress but gave up after a while and retired to a chair. My young friends however were made of tougher stuff' and slept for a while on the floor.

There was no restaurant in the transit lounge so we entered back into Delhi Airport to get some breakfast of 'muffins and tea. We then decided to get some exercise so tried to leave the airport but were told by the armed guard on the door that that was not possible. 

We were therefore incarcerated in the airport for 1l hours before our plane to Kathmandu left. We felt like being under house arrest so we spent quite some time on a verse by verse study of Romans 8 thus putting our restriction to good use.

The trip to Kathmandu was late and overcrowded. When we got on board there was no space in the overhead lockers for our bags. Joel sat astride his case, I could not get my tray down and Jamie who was on the outside was almost in lotus positron as his bag and short leg room made it almost impossible.

Arriving in Kathmandu we had to get visas for our stay from some rather officious people before retrieving our baggage. We had expected C V John to pick us up but no one arrived. We knew no one in Nepal and thus Jamie negotiated a hotel for the night. Our only connection was CV's phone in southern India.

BETH'S ILLNESS

On arrival in Bombay I was taken to hospital. I remember very little of the next 6 days as the effects of an amoebic bug in my intestines took control. The Lord used the servant hood of Gene and Nancy, the primitive facilities of a Bombay hospital and the ignorance of the Indian nurses to preserve my life. 

The foremost thought during that period was "To panic is to die, the Lord is my strength" When I was able my thoughts were filled with prayers and hymns that just lines up begging to be sung. At other times, Gene and Nancy would pray and read Scripture passages, Nancy tending to my every need.

On leaving hospital we were told I must return to Australia or I would die. Still very weak and only able to eat very small portions of food it would have been easy to return home. All I could think of was Elijah and the Brook Cherith, so with me as an added load for Nancy we set off for Nepal.

THE PASTORS CONFERENCE IN NEPAL ‑ 23 - 26 FEBRUARY

Arriving at the hotel in Kathmandu we called CV John's wife in Trivandrum. Rebecca N answered saying that she did not have C V John's phone number in Nepal but felt that his brother might have it. As it was 11:45 at night she would ring him in the morning to try and advise CV of our location. We put the whole situation to prayer and slept well having had no sleep the previous night.

At 8:20 the phone rang. It was C V' and by 9 am we were on our way to the conference. The conference was scheduled for three days with four 90 minute segments, CV John taking the first, Gene was to take the second, Peter the third and a Nepali leader the fourth.

With Gene still with Nan and Beth in Bombay I took two sessions on the Monday and was very pleased to see Gene arrive on the plane on Monday night. We were even more pleased when we heard that there had been a transport strike scheduled for the Wednesday and the pastors voting to extend the seminar for an extra day. That in fact gave Gene four teaching sessions rather than the three scheduled and showed that all things work together for good.

The conference drew pastors from all over Nepal, about 70 of them. They sat on the mat for periods of' an hour and a half at a time. We all removed our shoes when entering the church hall and therefore preached in socks.

The church until recent years had been persecuted by the Government which in its constitution does not allow proselyting of the Nepalese  In this decade however things have become easier. Even so while we were at the seminar however we heard of some Christians being arrested in Nepal, presumably for street preaching.

As a result of the persecution the main Christian activity currently in Nepal by far was that of' Bible believing churches ranging from conservative to charismatic. They all appeared very keen to learn and a blessed time was had by all.

Rather than speaking in English which had been the medium in India the messages were translated by various pastors and others, and translated very well indeed. 

It must have been hard for them as CV had an Indian accent, Gene was American and mine an Anglo Australian. Bible readings in both India and Nepal were generally read by the delegates in their native tongue or in their Indian English in the case of' Trivandrum.

Lunch was held on top of the third storey roof of the church with rice and curry being the main fare. In all cases treated water in bottles were bought and used by the visitors. Some useful contacts were made here as well especially in relation to potential translation of the Basic Book and Topic Books into Nepalese.

During one of the sessions that Gene was taking I spent time with CV John reviewing the first group of topics from the Bible Topic Book series to be translated,. They amounted to some I30 of the 450 or so available.  Translation into Burmese and the language of Manipur was also commended. Later we also talked about the translation into Russian for future work in the old Soviet Union.

In addition the Nepalese group seemed keen to have the correspondence course of EBCWA in Nepal. As CV John has now a complete set in India transportation of duplicates from that area into Nepal was seen to be the most appropriate way to ensure the safe arrival of 'tapes in Kathmandu.

The opportunity for a pastors conference held outside Kathmandu is also considered desirable with English speaking interpreters travelling to a centre remote from Kathmandu so that Pastors who could not get to the capital city would be benefited by sound teaching.

As a result of the pastors conference additional copies of the books were requested. Floppy discs were also handed out containing the books in electronic form.

BOMBAY TO NEPAL [GENE, NANCY AND BETH]

This part of the journey was a definite learning experience and an opportunity to trust our Faithful Heavenly Father in all things. It was a funny thing for Beth and I to realise that 8 months ago we barely knew each other  and here we were alone together in a hospital in Bombay, faced with a challenge of travelling from there to Nepal on our own.

When Gene left us to travel to Nepal he prepared me in every way he could for the trip ahead. He told me several things that will always stick in my mind and I found them to be helpful in every situation.

Nothing is easy in India

Be patient and persistent.

Pray about everything first.

To understand the adventure we faced you must realise the difficulty in communicating with the Indian people, the confusion of the way things are run in India, and the constant feeling of being stared at by Indian men.

But as we walked out of the hospital gates and into our first encounter with a taxi driver we knew God had prepared the way and we were only to walk in it.

For the next 36 hours we faced the challenges of travelling in India and at times it was lonely and discouraging. Most people in India do not speak English well, don't know what’s going on, or try to take advantage of a white person travelling.

But just at the right timer The Lord would provide a person to help when help was needed. I guess the moment that stands out to me as the most was when we were trying to get out tickets from Delhi to Nepal.  

I was told on the phone that the flight was full but we could travel the next day. We had already spent one night in Delhi by ourselves and weren't looking forward to another. In addition we were anxious to join the team in Nepal and both looking to being a part of the ministry there.

We took a long taxi ride into downtown Delhi to the Royal Nepal Airlines office to pursue the issue further. When we walked in Beth said "You do the talking and I will do the praying." I explained the situation to the lady behind the desk  and was told that the flight was completely full, we could go the next day. After a few minutes of discussion and having been told dogmatically that the flight was full we walked out of the office with two tickets for the next flight to Nepal.

We both wondered whose seats we had taken but were thankful once again for answered prayer and knowing that the Lord was walking before us in every way. We were relieved to know that we would join the team again that night in Kathmandu.

As we walked out of the airline office a fortune teller came up behind us trying to persuade us to have out fortune read. After being told no several times, he said to us' you are very blessed women, I can tell you how lucky you are" I turned around to him with my soul full of God's marvellous grace to us and told him "We are blessed because we are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ" He was no longer interested in telling us our fortunes.!

That same night we arrived safely at Kathmandu where Gene and Joel greeted us by faith. We had been unable to reach them by phone to tell them when we would be arriving. But after prayer and realising God's faithfulness throughout the trip they knew we would be there.

We were all thankful for Beth's recovery and happy to be back together to minister as a team in Nepal. Beth and I had arrived with confidence in our hearts of God's great faithfulness to us. He is truly an awe some God that can give us peace and direction in every circumstance and situation.

NEPAL EBENEZER BIBLE COLLEGE: ‑ 27‑28 FEBRUARY

As a result of' our work at the pastors conference we were invited to minister at their Bible College winch was also in walking distance from the United Missions to Nepal hostel where we resided whilst in Kathmandu. The college currently has 35 students and for a couple of' days we ministered to them.

We prayed for the ladies to arrive on the night flight of the 27th and much to our delight our prayers were answered. It was the first time in 15 days that we had been together. All six of us were therefore able to teach at the College on the Friday.

The potential for using students who were bilingual during their summer holidays was also explored and on the day that we left Kathmandu the Principal of the college agreed that such a joint venture would be possible. I left some books including the study of Chinese characters and the Bible with the college seeing they are only 50 km from the Chinese border.

Lunch was at the college and for the first time we ate with our hands. This was an experience that was recorded on film. As with the Indian students there was again a sense of dedication and persistence in the pursuit of 'the Lord which we found a challenge.

BETH IN NEPAL

The question still being asked is "Did I make the right choice"? The morning after our arrival in Kathmandu saw us all gather at the Bible College where Joel taught a class. I thought I had experienced so much already but there I was to learn the lesson I believe played such a major part in my speedy recovery. Is there a greater joy than for a parent to hear their child teach the Word of God.? 

I now realised that although the body may be destroyed, the brain all but non functional, there is absolutely nothing that can take away the joy the Lord puts in our hearts. My catch cry became and still is "The joy of the Lord is my strength." Three days later I was able to join the rest of the team on a day's hike through the mountains of Nepal.

SATURDAY - NEPAL'S WORSHIP DAY

The first of March was a Saturday which in Nepal is the official day of' worship. The Christian church therefore worships on Saturday.

Gene took services in the church we had the Bible conference in as well as the church of one of the interpreters from the Bible College. The ladies ministered in the afternoon to a ladies group in the church of' the wife of the Principal of the Bible College.

In the meantime Peter went with Jamie to Philemon's church. This was held in the house of Brother Prem who had become almost a legend in his lifetime with the way he had been persecuted, imprisoned for his faith, been the vehicle for the conversion of many of the prisoners and jailers and lived a very open Christian life in times of' Government persecution.

1 preached on Ephesians 1 after Jamie and a visiting pastor had given their testimonies. Jamie also sang a song to them. The meeting was somewhat charismatic in nature but was a good experience with many coming for prayer after the service. Two people came forward for salvation during the service.

RURAL NEPAL - 2‑4 th MARCH
We went into Kathmandu on the Sunday to see if' our tickets could be extended so that we could stay to the 6th March in Kathmandu but found that this was not possible so we caught a taxi to a country town some 30 kilometres from the capital for a couple of' days away from the city.

We were hoping to see the Himalayas but they were shrouded in haze. We booked into a hotel where the food was good and the beds were hard. It was also well ventilated as the bedrooms had no glass in the windows. In the evening we walked part way up a hill and saw perhaps a vague outline of the Himalayas.

In the morning however it was much clearer and as we rose up the hill the whole horizon to the north was covered m snow capped peaks covering the area from Mt Everest westwards. It was a magnificent sight. 

This day we proceeded up and down hills for some '7 hours covering some 25 kilometres through some of the greatest country anywhere. It was at about 2000 metres above sea level so the air was thin but the views were clear. We had left the photochemical smog of the capital cities behind.

In the first village we entered in addition to the ubiquitous Ghurkha knife sellers a young fellow called Vincent accompanied us as a guide and spent most of the day with us. He also could speak good English and we were able to leave the road and follow tracks across the hills between villages. 

As we passed houses we were almost always addressed by young children whose English vocabulary consisted of Hello, Chocolate, 1 Rupee.  It is amazing how they learnt English.

We had lunch of brown bread water and yak cheese under a tree near a village. Women carrying heavy loads stopped to watch us. As we had a surplus of' cheese Nan and Beth gave some to the women which attracted even more viewers. Gene through the interpreter was able to tell them that Jesus loved them and that Jesus had died for them.

We returned to the hostel very tired and rested for much of the afternoon. There was a rain storm just after dark which caused the whole electricity supply to fail meaning a long dark night.

On Tuesday morning we headed back to Kathmandu by bus, a much cheaper way of doing the journey. Towards the end of the trip the bus became very crowded with the guard who was dressed like a pirate apparently hanging on externally to the bus.

 There followed a smoky drive to the United Mission to Nepal Hostel where we had left most of our gear.

Having made a number of contacts with the conference secretary and the Bible College Principal, the conference organizer sent a taxi for us at 2:30 and we proceeded to the International Airport to commence our trip home.

THE JOURNEY HOME  [BETH, PETER, JAMIE AND JOEL]

Our journey from Kathmandu to Delhi was without incident arriving in Delhi just after 6 p.m. The main feature of our leaving Nepal were the exit fees of 700 rupees each were the equivalent of four day‘s accommodation in Kathmandu.

Arriving in Delhi inquiries at the Air India counter revealed a flight to Singapore was due to leave Delhi at 4 am on the Wednesday. Gene and Nancy' needed to go to Bombay but the rest of us decided to try and head for home as there were no areas of mission open to us in the sub continent.

After going through the usual advice that there were no seats on the aircraft we were allocated seats just before Gene and Nancy's flight took off.

There followed two interesting opportunities for me while we waited for the plane to take us to Singapore. At about I a.m. I was reading a book on apologetics among a number or Europeans and struck up a conversation with some of them. 

It was a mixed bag with an Englishman, Welshman, a young lady from Scotland heading for North Borneo and an American Buddhist lady en route for China. They asked what I was reading and this allowed me to talk to them regarding Christianity for almost 90 minutes.

About 2:30 we lined up to get our boarding pass. The person in front of us was an Englishman who found the Indian bureaucracy rather trying when he was told to get additional papers. He returned shortly afterwards with the papers. In order to cool the situation I invited him to go ahead of us and he soon had his boarding ticket.

As the group were late arrivals on the flight we were not all seated together. I was allocated art aisle seat towards the rear of the plane and sat down next to an Indian boy aged about 8. His mother said that her husband was in the row behind and asked if I would mind exchanging seats which we did. I found myself sitting next to the irate Englishman.

We struck up a conversation. He was a chemical engineer based in Singapore. He asked me what I was doing in India. On being advised that I was on a mission this opened up the topic of Christianity so from 4 to 5 am I had an opportunity to share with him. 

He told me he was a Christian but had not been practising as such since his university day's. He also advised me that after we had booked in he had returned and apologised to the Indian official with whom he had become irate. At 5 am the lights were turned off and we slept fitfully until about an hour before our arrival in Singapore.

We exchanged cards. He said he was likely to be in Perth in a few weeks. As a postscript just before Easter I received a call from the Englishman who had arrived in Perth and was able to spend 6 hours on Good Friday with him. 

He happily received a floppy disc of the Topic Books and was keen to talk on spiritual things saying that he believed our meeting had not been by chance. The Lord, because of these opportunities, I believe, indicated that our trip from Delhi that morning was the right decision. .

We had been told in Delhi that Beth and I had confirmed bookings on the Qantas flight that evening to Perth and Jamie and Joel were wait listed but when we checked into Changi they could find no evidence of our existence. We were therefore wait listed from Changi and half an hour before the plane was to leave we were advised that we were on the plane. In fact all except Joel got the best seats in Economy, the front row with plenty of leg room.

The four of us arrived at 2 am and after prayer left for our respective homes. Gene and Nancy went to Bombay and returned at the scheduled time on Sunday afternoon the 9th March. It had been a very challenging but blessed mission.

TO PERTH VIA BOMBAY [NANCY AND GENE]

After the rest of the team had departed from Delhi, Nan and I returned to Bombay. It was necessary to do this because we had left luggage in lock-up, and I was having two suits made that had to be picked up. During this time, an incident happened that is worth relating. 

Oftentimes, at the end of an intense and trying mission journey, it is common to have a physical and spiritual letdown. This is when the Devil often comes along, suggesting that the time, effort and expense have gained little of lasting value.

I had been experiencing some heavy discouragement, and we had spent special time in prayer, asking that God would assure us of the value of such labours as we had just finished. 

THE BOOK OF ENCOURAGEMENT [NANCYAND GENE]

The next morning, Nan and I went for a walk down the crowded streets of Bombay .We found along our way a bookseller with his books spread out along the side of the street. 

Since I cannot pass by good books, especially of such old ones as he had, I began to browse among them. I was delighted to find a book entitled, “The Eternal Verities” by D.L. Miller, published in l904. Standing there among the milling millions, which those who have never visited a city like Calcutta or Bombay can even imagine, I was filled with a great certainty.  

This book, which cites the evidence of the Divine origin and authority of the Bible, was there for anyone who was seeking to find. In the volume were given the Bible’s accuracy historically, geographically, prophetically and linguistically. 

I knew that anyone seeking God would be led to a like source of truth, though it had been produced nearly a century before! On our journey, we had distributed dozens of books and study materials written by Peter Moses and Myself. After our departure, those works would remain as witnesses in our place. God would see that they would be found by those who were seeking to know the truth! As I read the conclusion to his book, D.L. Miller has this to say, “

This book does not cover the entire ground of the Eternal Verities of God’s Holy Book. In the great field, rich and abundant in testimony and evidence of the truth of the Bible, the gleaning has been done, and the precious grains of truth are given to the reader with the HOPE THAT THE FAITH OF THE BELIEVER WILL BE CONFIRMED AND MADE STRONGER AND THAT HE WILL BE ENABLED TO GIVE WITH MEEKNESS AND FEAR A REASON FOR THE HOPE WHICH IS IN HIM, AND THAT HE WHO IS TROUBLED WITH DOUBTS WILL BE LED INTO A CLEARER CONCEPTION OF THE TRUTH AS IT IS IN JESUS CHRIST. 

If under God’s blessing this should result from the reading of this little book it will be a cause of rejoicing. on the part of all God’s children, and more than recompense the labour of writing and compiling.” The author could not know that nearly a century after his labours, his words would be used by God to strengthen one who at that time was “troubled with doubts”. I am assured that there is no place in the world where a spiritually hungry soul will not fail to be led by the Spirit of God to some source of witness of the truth in Jesus Christ. I am equally certain that no effort on our part to make the gospel known is in vain, no matter how long afterward it may bear fruit. 

GOD’S PROVISION

Let me conclude with another quote from this book, on the inside cover of which I have written, “Bought at a street book stall in Bombay on 6 March, l997 for l00 Rupees. Evidence that truth is there for all who will seek it. Jeremiah.29:l3, John.7:l7.” Here is the quote. “Let us consider in the study of the Book our obligation and indebtedness to God in that He has given us a written revelation and that it contains the plan to salvation for all the human race. Let us study the Holy Scriptures to learn what God’s will is concerning us, and, having learned, let us, without hesitation, follow in the footsteps of our Crucified and Risen Redeemer.” Amen!

BETH'S THOUGHTS AFTER THE MISSION

I found myself repeatedly asking the Lord why our Christian life was so much richer in India and Nepal, why prayer was so much more effective. The words that kept on coming to my mind were "You have not because you ask not"  James 4:2,3. The effectiveness of prayer and the Lord's guidance was evidence enough that we were in the centre of God's will,. What a glorious place to be, what blessings we sacrifice when we choose otherwise.

PROBLEMS INVOLVED, THEIR RESOLUTION 

[al Removal of the Air India service to Perth ‑ there is a need to have a very competent travel agent who can respond to this type of' charge.  - Consideration could be given to a person being made responsible as travel liaison officer for future missions.

[b] Breakdown of the computers wanted for teaching data. ‑ this was solved with prayer and one of the Computers recommenced working to allow provision of teaching material to be printed. - Consideration be given to provide the teaching notes well in advance of: departure.

[c] Exit fees for leaving India and Nepal.  - This should be covered by the travel liaison officer who should investigate visa requirements, exit fees and the probable cost of accommodation on the trip.  In this particular case the exit fees were significant amounting to over 1000 rupees per person.

[d] While it is very important to be well planned there in addition needs to be sufficient flexibility in the travel arrangements and the proposed programs to allow if opportunities arise to allow them to be exploited.

[e] Different accents make communication in the same language difficult ‑ the use of a chalk board is recommended as the number of overhead projectors which could allow for prepared slides before the trip are very few and far between. - An alternative would be to carry a portable overhead projector as hand luggage.

[f] Composition of the teams - If there was a young lady the relationship between the team and the female college students could be enhanced.

[g] Assuming that domestic flights are from the domestic airport – refer to travel officer. 

[h] It would be useful to know what countries allow their money to be imported and where you can exchange domestic money. For instance it was found that the Nepali Rupee were not changeable in India.
RECOMMENDATIONS

It is the unanimous recommendation of the mission group that such missions should be enthusiastically supported in the future and that the Lord’s leading be earnestly sought in this regard.

It is also recommended that the provision of good materials in the form off the Basics and Topic Books be translated into Russian, Nepali, Burmese Hindi and the Manipur language and distributed in those countries.
