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ELEVENTH MISSION.

PHILIPPINES

DR PETER MOSES

[BOOK 162]

10 FEBRUARY – 3 MARCH 2002
INTRODUCTION

Following my first mission to the Philippines in 2000 in which I facilitated three five day seminars in Systematic Theology I was pleased to meet Nonilo Sanchez again on his deputation to Australia and New Zealand in 2001.

At our service at New Start Bible Ministries he encouraged us to participate further with the Christians in the Philippines. He was presented by the youth at the service with funds raised for a rice field project. It was here that we also discussed to possibility of further teaching mission in the Philippines in 2002. 

After spending some time in Australia Nonilo visited New Zealand and was able to meet with John McEwan where the theme of the seminar was confirmed as prophecy and eschatology. 

As an initial step towards this concept the Lord gave me no engineering work for some four days. During this time I was able to compose a booklet entitled From Here to Eternity a study of current conditions and those that will confront humanity over the next thousand or so years.

Two time slots were considered for the mission with the final arrangement being as three week mission to Mindanao, Leyte and Mindoro Occidental during which I would facilitate three five day seminars on prophecy and eschatology. 

As a result I again had a shortage of engineering work in mid 2001 which allowed me to compile the notes for the seminar. The book of some 180 pages was a combination of the books of the Revelation and Daniel together with prophecy which had been fulfilled during the first advent of our Lord and historically to geographical locations to demonstrate the absolute reliability of Biblical Prophecy.

120 copies of the books were photocopied, bound and despatched by sea in September 2001 so as to be ready for the seminar in February 2002. The books were received in Manila at Christmas.

I had hoped to fly up to Manila using frequent flyer points that I had accrued on two missions to Ukraine but not long before my journey Ansett Airlines went bankrupt so funds had to get me to Manila. This left me short of funds for internal flights in the Philippines. 

About a month before departure a missionary who I had met years before visited me to obtain more literature. As he was leaving he pressed some notes into my hand and said that it was for my mission work. It proved to be exactly what was needed for my internal travel in the Philippines. God had again provided my needs.

\

SUNDAY 10 FEBRUARY

I was up just before 0500 and reached the International Airport at 0640. Jan and I spent some time talking before I entered into the departure lounge at 0730. Singapore flight SQ 224 left on time and headed north. It was about two thirds full. The trip to Singapore was uneventful. I was able to spend some of the time reviewing my notes 

Changi Airport was as immaculate as ever. Here I was able to catch up wit some BBC News for a while before walking to the other end of the airport to access the plane to Manila. 

The flight to Manila was delayed for an hour due to problems with the hydraulics which were eventually sorted out. 

The flight to Manila was uneventful. There was a significant delay in immigration but I was able to locate my bag quickly and was soon leaving the airport buildings into warm humid Manila night. 

They have a curious system in Manila where you have to leave the airport and cross the road; go down a ramp all the time being harassed by touts for taxis, before you have a chance to see your contacts.

Having stood for as short while on the kerb I heard a shout of Peter and I was soon greeted by a beaming Nonilo Sanchez who emerged from a huge sea of people waiting on balconies on the opposite side of the road.

We now travelled to PMF headquarters through eh heavy Manila traffic catching up on the events of the last year. At PMF I met up again with Rev Jolly Ragaola who was to be my companion again for the visit to Mindanao. We talked until 2315 finalising arrangements for the morrow. The night was warm and dry as I retired for the night to the drone of the overhead fan and the barking of dogs.

MONDAY 11 FEBRUARY

Arose at 0500 to an overcast morning. Because of the congestion on the roads of Manila which is now a city of 11 million we had to leave for the airport at 0600 to catch the mid morning plane to Mindanao. We travelled by taxi which took two hours to travel to the airport, a lot of the time being spent stationary in traffic jams. 

The taxi had a Be Patient sticker on the dashboard. The driver had plenty of practice at it. Trying to guide the traffic on this overcast morning were police with face masks. Some workers cleaning the median islands in coolie type hats also had masks to try and minimise the effects of pollution. 

In mid morning we left Manila for Mindanao. The flight in a propeller driven plane took about an hour. The change in access from last time was due to the Super Cat no longer operating from Cebu to Suragao as the firm had gone into liquidation  

When we landed at Butuan in Mindanao the day had warmed significantly and the sun was out. The taxi driver at the airport was very persistent as he wanted to drive us to Suragaio but we decided to go to the city bus depot and take a van as it was the cheaper option.

The system of buses, jeeps and vans is that the driver waits until there is a full vehicle before we leave. In our case Jolly and I sat in the back seat for about an hour before the van was full and we proceeded northwards towards Suragao City

After Australia in summer time the countryside looked very lush with rice fields, small villages and water buffalo. The road was quite sinuous but the road surface was good. The driving was fast but safe with the driver beeping the horn every time he overtook another vehicle.

Arriving at Suragao in mid afternoon we were besieged by people wanting to transport us to Cantilan in Suragao del Sur. We eventually got hold of a jeep for 1000 pesos or $A 40 and headed south. These jeeps are highly decorated and common especially where the roads are poor. 

We picked up passengers on the way including a retired senior policeman who lived in Cantilan. He was a Christian and as a result of our contact was able to attend the seminar. 

About half way to our destination we stopped on a number of occasions for high school students most of whom climbed past the windows onto the roof of the jeep. 

The driver of the jeep who had donned a red headscarf as we left Suragao seemed to forget them as we traversed the curves at maximum speed with great thuds as the jeep struck potholes. 

Looking out the window on this sunny day periodically I could see up to twenty people on the roof. I wondered what Australian traffic policemen would have said to such an arrangement

We eventually, after some three hours of bumping and banging on the rough roads and traversing planked bridges and curves arrived at the Bible Institute of Mindanao in the dark. Having eaten breakfast at 0530 I was starting to feel hungry. 

We were therefore very grateful to have a meal of rice and fish together with tea provided by Ric and his wife to finalise our long day’s travel.

The folk at BIM we pleased to see us as almost all western missionaries are banned from Mindanao because of the threat of the Abu Sayeef a Muslim bandit group operating in Basilan. 

The banning was because this group captures people like myself and hold them to ransom and in some cases kills them. 

The threat in the area that I was working in I considered being very low as Basilan was over on the west side of Mindanao and the US special forces were currently having exercises in the area. In any case if you are in God’s will I felt the threat was not of concern.

The school has 24 students, We stowed our bags at the school and to the sound of croaking frogs retired to bed under my mosquito net fairly late after two full days of travel.

OUTLINE OF THE SEMINAR
The Seminar was to present an overview of Eschatology and Prophecy together with examination of the Books of the Revelation and Daniel. All prophecies were from the Bible

The basis of Eschatology is Prophecy is the Character of God and demonstrates the perfection of God and the Bible that he has provided for our benefit.

The delegates were each provided with books for their retention and further teaching of the subject after the seminar

Delegates to the seminar were allocated specific sessions to prepare and present talks of about 20 minutes in length. 

They were also advised that they could do so in their own language. Any questions on the session were directed to me unless the delegate presenting wished to answer the questions.

Most Bible readings in my session were provided by the delegates to ensure maximum communication of the material.

At all times delegates were encouraged to ask questions for clarification.

The five day course which due to travel arrangements was generally reduced to four and a half days was as follows. 

DAY 1

	SESSION
	TOPIC

	1
	Introduction of Seminar - 

	2
	Introduction Presentation -  Biblical Basis of Prophecy

	
	

	3
	Revelation Chapter 1 The Lord Jesus Christ

	4
	Prophecies Regarding Childhood Of Christ

	
	

	5
	The Empires of Man - Daniel 2

	6
	Prophecies Regarding the Ministry of Christ

	
	

	7
	Revelation 2 & 3 Churches in the Revelation

	8
	Discussion & Questions and Answers


DAY 2

	SESSION
	TOPIC

	9
	Revelation 2 & 3 Churches in the Revelation [continued]

	10
	Prophecies Regarding the Character of Christ

	
	

	11
	From Here to Eternity - Illustrations

	12
	Daniel 3 - Christians in the Tribulation

	
	

	13
	Prophecies Regarding the Genealogy of Christ

	14
	From Here to Eternity - Pre Tribulation Signs

	
	

	15
	Daniel 9 - The Seventy Weeks of Daniel

	16
	Discussion & Questions and Answers


DAY 3

	SESSION
	TOPIC

	17
	From Here to Eternity - Rapture

	18
	Revelation 4 &5 - The Church in Heaven

	
	

	19
	Prophecies Regarding the Rejection of Christ

	20
	Daniel 7  - The Empires of Man

	
	

	21
	Prophecies Regarding the Sufferings and Trials of Christ

	22
	Revelation 6 - The Seal Judgments

	
	

	23
	From Here to Eternity -The Tribulation

	24
	Discussion & Questions and Answers


DAY 4

	SESSION
	TOPIC

	25
	Daniel 11 - Persian and Greek Empires

	26
	Revelation 7 - Evangelism in the Tribulation

	
	

	27
	Prophecy - The Death and Burial of Christ

	28
	Revelation 11 - The Witnesses

	
	

	29
	Prophecy - The Resurrection and Session of Christ

	30
	From Here to Eternity -Second Advent

	
	

	31
	Revelation 13  - The Two Dictators

	32
	Discussion & Questions and Answers


DAY 5

	SESSION
	TOPIC

	33
	Prophecy - The Prophecies Regarding Cities and Nations 

	34
	Revelation 17&18 - Mystery Babylon

	
	

	35
	Prophecy - Prophecies Regarding the Jews

	36
	From Here to Eternity -Millennium

	
	

	37
	Prophecy - Prophecies Regarding the Gentiles 

	38
	From Here to Eternity -Eternity Future

	
	

	39
	Discussion & Questions and Answers

	40
	Closure and Presentation of Certificates


TUESDAY 12 FEBRUARY

I awoke at 0500 to a warm humid day. Opening to door to our hut I was confronted with a scene of rice fields, palm trees with low mountains as a backdrop. It was a most beautiful scene Breakfast consisted of rice and fish with coffee which was enjoyed in the covered area where the seminar was to be held. 

My hosts had provided “holy water” bottled drinking water for me. With a combination of bottled water, tea, coffee and the occasional Sprite I was to enjoy a comfortable mission.

The seminar commenced with singing at 0800. Because the books had come with us I spent most of the day speaking. With so much speaking I was pleased with the way my voice stood up. There were many questions and a high level of interest.

The sessions went to 1730 with a two hour break at lunchtime for a meal and siesta. In the evening I spent some time talking with delegates who were preparing material for presentation.

WEDNESDAY 13 FEBRUARY

After a warm night I was up at 0530 and had a coffee and discussion with Jolly. During the day the delegates presented very well considering the short time of preparation with five delegates outlining their sessions. 

Mercy did a particularly good job presenting the session on signs of the coming Tribulation As usual I had the glass and spoon to keep people on time but did not have to use it too often.

I told them that in Africa I had to use a plate as the tradition was for ladies to kiss you at a wedding when the glass was struck. I told them I preferred that to the Ukraine where if you give a good message in church the older men will come up and kiss you.

I dealt with a number of questions including soul sleep, saints, the Rapture and who are the people if any who are saved during the Tribulation period. As part of my presentations I taught Daniel’s 70th week

Meals were again provided by Ric and his wife who cooked it at home and arrived on a motorcycle with it. At one time they arrived in the rain with Ric’s wife holding an umbrella up as well.

In the evening spent time again with delegates preparing for presentation and answering a number of questions.

THURSDAY 14 FEBRUARY

Awoke to a wet morning at 0600 with heavy showers causing the basketball game at Mercy’s house to be abandoned for a time because the courts were underwater. The showers continued during the day with presenters having to stop talking for a while because of the heavy rain on the tin roof of the meeting place.  Because of the wind as well which accompanied the squall some of the delegates had to move from one side of the meeting place to the other.

However even though there were weather difficulties the presentations scheduled for the day were completed on time. Being St Valentines Day there was also some amusement and teasing about that as well out of class.

There was quite as lot of livestock at BIM with four dogs attending the seminar today and the odd chicken with chicks walking around. Pigs were penned in an area close by. At one stage three of the dogs had an altercation which disturbed briefly the presentation of one of the delegates as they were removed from the building. All of it was done in good humour.

We left BIM after classes and travelled into town where I was able to make contact with home to let them know everything was going well. Ric and I then went swimming at the sea with quite substantial waves. The beach comprised black sand. The day was overcast with dark clouds but no rain and the water was quite warm.

Over the evening meal we discussed further ministry. I was invited to come back in May 2003 to act as the conference speaker at the annual conference. I said I would pray about it and see how things developed.

The Director of the school also showed me the books that we had sent and books provided by the gift from NSBM. The library had been improved. 

FRIDAY 15 FEBRUARY

After a good nights sleep I awoke at 0630 to find a man using a machete harvesting coconuts from a tree near the campus. He was very agile as he climbed the tree. Having retrieved the coconuts we were supplied with coconut milk and the flesh of young coconuts which was a good way to start the day.

The seminar presentation concluded by lunchtime with talks on prophecy and Revelation chapters 17 – 22. This included reviewing the picture of the destruction of the twin towers in New York with those in Revelation 18. It was made clear that it was not the fulfilment of that Scripture but obviously was a parallel event. 

It was also noted that a man made One World Government was now technically possible and that the September 11 2001 events had very likely speeded up the process. 

The afternoon was spent enjoying as closing ceremony with songs from the Missionaries and Pastors as well as from the students who sang the song When the Roll is Called up Yonder. This had been sung before in India as well as Ukraine. I felt that it was almost the theme song for my ministry A number of folk attested to having received blessings from participating in the seminar.

After presenting me with gifts Ric and Efren prayed for my future ministry. The delegates were then presented with certificates of attendance with each having their photograph taken with me The closing ceremony concluded with the whole group singing to me about knowing that they would pray for me. It was very moving.  

In the evening we went to the fish restaurant with Efren, Jolly, Ric and his wife and others. On my return to BIM we had a questions and answers session with the students before retiring at 2300.

SATURDAY 16 FEBRUARY

The sleep was deep but short as I was up again at 0200 packing ready for an early departure. At 0230 the students came and serenaded us. This is unique to BIM where the people stand outside singing songs and are eventually admitted to the house where the people being serenaded are staying. There had again been rain but at 0300 it stopped as we were walking to the road outside BIM with our bags. 

As soon as we reached the road the lights of a jeepby were seen and Efren, Jolly and I were soon aboard on our way to Suragao. I was surprised that a jeepby would be around at that time in the morning but even more surprised when I found it almost full with women with children, Muslims and a large amount of luggage. One person even had a dog on board.

The night time trip to Suragao which took almost four hours was taxing with a poor road which made one bounce around on the seat. This trip was further complicated by fog in the higher areas as well as rain from time to time. 

To further increase capacity a wooden bench was produced and set in the main access way. On this contraption people sat precariously. Half way along the trip the jeepby stopped for a comfort stop where half the people lined up in the dark and rain. It was pretty basic.

We eventually arrived at Suragao at 0700 and were picked up by Exsur. Exsur is a brother to Ben who had been in the seminar. As mentioned before their parents had numerous children and they gave them names in alphabetical order so Ben was the second child and Exsur the fifth. 

We were hoping to catch up with Exsur’s family but because of the ferry we had to go straight to the port. There was a low pressure trough so the ferry was expected to be quite a lumpy ride. However after the jeepby I hardly felt the boat move as we headed north towards Leyte. Jolly was able to buy some cracker biscuits which provided our first food of the day.

We paid and extra 15 pesos [about 30 c Australian] to travel first class. Here the passengers seemed to sleep on the chairs, floors and even the windowsills. They seem to be able to relax anywhere.

Following the ferry ride we were looking forward to a 6 hour bus trip to Ormoc City and a further hour into the Bible College centre. 

However toward the end of the ferry crossing to Liloan Jolly started talking to a couple of men. He found that one of them was a relation to one of the pastors at the Bible college. They had a vehicle with two spare seats and offered us a free lift to Ormoc if we paid for a meal for them. We agreed and had a much needed meal at Baybay before proceeding to Ormoc, 

The scenery on the journey was often enhanced by views out to sea, palm trees and rice fields. In other areas significant tree clad hills soared into the sky.

The meeting saved us a good three hours travel. When we arrived at Ormoc we found a van waiting with two seats available and without delay we set off to the Leyte Pioneers Bible Centre. The Lord had cut some 5 hours off our journey which reduced it from 21 to 16 hours.

Here we met Rudy, Tony and Mona and were showed the improved accommodation provided by the Australian CNEC group. We were most impressed by the improvements in both buildings and the library with our books being a significant part of it.

We contacted Nonilo in Manila on the cell phone in an attempt to contact the family in Australia before having an evening meal at the college. We retired at 2230 to a warm dry night after quite a strenuous day. 

SUNDAY 17 FEBRUARY

We were up by 0700. I had a cold bath with bucket and scoop as was my habit each morning. It was quite stimulating. After breakfast I put on my Filipino shirt with long sleeves that the folk at BIM had given me ready to preach at Rudy’s church. Jolly joined Tony and Mona to preach at their church some 35 km away.

I attended the Sunday School and in the main service gave a talk on the Millennium from Revelation 11. One dog recumbent in the main aisle gave me a chance for an illustration of the use of a marking system in Australia. Rudy translated the message very well. As a result I think the people got a lot more out of the service.

After lunch Jolly returned and we had a discussion on Calvinism. An American pastor had given a seminar on Soteriology in January and this had stimulated a lot of thought and some controversy over election and predestination. The seminar was based on the TULIP principles. 

I said that many years ago the church which I had been attending at the time had been challenged in this area. It had caused our Adult Sunday School group to study both Calvin and Arminius and review their theology from a Biblical viewpoint and that it was important to do that.

The area surrounding the college had been greatly improved. Its natural beauty looking over the Gulf of Leyte was enhanced by gardens, flowers and picturesque palm trees. The newly constructed classroom whilst not completed had allowed a living area to be provided together with good facilities in the older building.

In the afternoon I spent some time catching up on writing my log and making a list of library books in the college so that I could provide missing volumes. The evening meal was at the college with Tony and Mona consisting of chicken, rice, noodles and fish.

MONDAY 18 FEBRUARY

I awoke at 0230 to bid Jolly farewell as he was to catch a Jeepby at 0300 for Ormoc and then had a three hour van ride to Tacloban to catch his plane to Manila. We had a time of prayer before he left after which I retuned to bed until 0600.

I had an al fresco breakfast looking out from Pastor Barons verandah area over the gulf. Scratching around under the table was the odd dog and chicken who seemed to get on very well together. 

In common with other areas the cockerel was tied by one leg to a T pole so he could not wander, the T providing a perch for him during the night. The Barons who are house parents at the college prepared most of the food and were very considerate.

As the course was not due to start until 1400 I went into Ormoc with Tony and Mona in their jeep in an attempt to meet up with Rev Mario Robles my bodyguard for Leyte. He had the books for Leyte and was flying in from Manila. He was nowhere to be found. While we waited on the seafront people came up and tried to sell me things. Having no money nor the inclination to buy they were unsuccessful.

We enjoyed a meal of chicken, fish and rice at a restaurant before motoring back to the Pioneers Bible Institute and commenced the seminar at 1400 with some 25 delegates many of whom I remembered from my 2000 mission including Lot and Clodualdo.

At 1600 Mario arrived together with the books so we were able to allocate sessions to the delegates for presentation during the rest of the seminar. By the end of the day had completed the session up to and including Revelation chapter 1.

During dinner of rice fish and vegetables we discussed the Abu Sayeef and the Moro Liberation Army which affects the southern portion of the Philippines and wondered how the introduction of American troops might change things in Basilan.

In the evening a number of delegates approached me regarding assistance in outlining their presentations. I also discussed with some pastors the possibility of markers/ mentors being available in the Philippines. This looked promising. The night was balmy

TUESDAY 19 FEBRUARY

Up at 0500 to a fine but overcast morning. I worked on some biblical data until breakfast of rice, meat and fried egg at 0700. The seminar started on time and kept well on time during the day. 

I commenced the day with looking at prophecies relating to the Childhood of Christ. This was followed by delegates presenting on Daniel 2 and Prophecies of the Character of Christ. I completed the morning session with an hour and a half outlining the Seven Churches of Revelation 2 and 3. There was heavy rain just before lunch but it soon passed. 

The afternoon session involved presentations by delegates of Daniel 3 and Prophecies involving the Genealogy of Christ. Both the presenters were dynamic and proved to be most amusing to all who were present. In addition I presented some sessions. 

Many questions were asked during the day which was very encouraging and in some cases challenging. In a couple of cases I told them I did not know. I believe they appreciated some answers of that nature. I concluded the day with the doctrine of the Virgin Birth. We finished the lessons at 1700 hrs.

At the end of the day eighteen of the delegates put their names down for CD EBCWA – 2001 and fourteen for the Omnibus Bible Topic Book. The evening meal of rice, rissoles made of squash and vegetables was complemented by Mona’s latest biscuit achievement – peanut fingers. She and Tony are most generous of their time and provisions. She also bought a packet of Lipton’s tea bags which gave me tea for the rest of the mission

WEDNESDAY 20 FEBRUARY

A fine day with sunshine. Up at 0600 with the seminar recommencing at 0800. As usual started with some songs. Most people seem to be able to play a guitar and there were a number who were able to lead the singing. 

A lot of progress was made in the Seminar today. I was also requested to give an outline on the Ministry of the Holy Spirit in our age which took some preparation time after dinner.

THURSDAY 21 FEBRUARY

The delegates presented in the period before morning tea on this bright sunny morning. After the mid morning break I presented a one and a half hour session on the Ministry of the Holy Spirit with background to the Gift of Tongues and the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

There had been a lot of confusion on this subject. At the end of the seminar one lady who had left the Charismatic movement stated that she now knew the background to the phenomena and was now satisfied from a Biblical perspective.

After lunch we resumed the Prophecy and Eschatology sessions and were able to back on schedule when we closed for the day at 1730 hrs with a number of delegates presenting.

After the seminar Mario and I went to Tony and Mona’s house for the evening. Although they had only two children, one of whom is away the house was full of relatives and children. Mona appears to be very good at caring for people.

The meal was a lovely one of rice, fish, chicken and noodles followed by pie, yoghurt and cake. I felt life was pretty Spartan at this point on this mission!. Later in the evening we went to the house next door to a friend of Mona’s who is a schoolteacher and had a coffee on her roof. It was quite cool. Below us we could see people fishing for eels and crabs whilst busy clouds above us scurried across a half moon.

We returned to Tony’s house and after watching some television some of which was a video report showing the beheading of captured Filipino troops by the Abu Sayeef I headed for bed.

FRIDAY 22 FEBRUARY

Awoke at 0600 after a good night’s rest to the sound of rain on the roof. At 0630 Tony, Mario and I went to the seafront. Because of the poor weather and the turgid nature of the waves as they broke on the shore it was decided not to swim this morning. Tony’s niece came down to the beach and cooked the fish and pork on an open fire which we enjoyed in a gazebo with others of the party who had arrived in the interim.

We now headed back to the Bible college in a church van picking up some YWAM youth en route. There were intermittent showers as we travelled the sinuous route back to our base. We recommenced the seminar as arranged at 0930 and three hours later had drawn it to a successful conclusion with delegates teaching on prophecies regarding the Jews and Gentiles and my presentations involving the Millennium and Eternity future mainly from Revelation 20 to 22

The lunch of rice, fish and sticky rice was followed by the closing ceremonies which included speeches from a number of delegates reviewing the seminar and the presentation of presents. I was again asked when I would return to Leyte which they pointed out to me would be my third coming.

After the seminar the church bus took us to the Ormoc bus depot for our journey to Tacloban to catch the flight to Manila on the morrow.

As normal we waited for perhaps half an hour before we had sufficient passengers to leave and proceeded to now follow at times near rice farms and at others on sinuous roads through the hills. On this section of the journey we saw people riding water buffalo along the road. In other places we saw groups of vehicles and people near the side of the road. I was told that these people were attending a cock fight.

We arrived in Tacloban in the dark and proceeded to Happy Homes estate where Rudy had a house in a motorcycle tricycle. I found I almost filled the sidecar which became even more crowded when Rudy shared it with me. 

We bumped over poor roads for about 20 minutes before reaching his house. On the way he pointed out a house where a German national had recently been murdered by his Filipino houseboy. There seemed to be quite a level of violence in Filipino society.

After an evening meal and a chat with Rudy and his wife I retired at 2230 to a warm night.

SATURDAY 23 FEBRUARY

Arose at 0500 having been briefly disturbed by rain during the night. After breakfast we drove to the Airport in a jeep over bumpy roads. At the airport we were greeted by a delegate who resided in Tacloban and a number of his friends and relatives.

The flight went at 0700. I often take the opportunities of air flights to update my diary so I took it out and put it in a seat pocket. The newspapers arrived and I became engrossed in what had been happening in the world that I forgot the diary. 

It was not until late afternoon that I remembered what had happened. Contact was made with the airport and on the following Saturday much to my relief I was reunited with my diary.

At Manila Airport I was able to phone home and talk to Daniel. It was good hearing an Australian accent again. We now took a two hour taxi ride to Cavite where Mario resides arriving there at 1130. The route took us past the river, past many shops some of which were selling driftwood. As usual the traffic congestion was intense.

Mrs Robles had not been well so Mario was extremely pleased to be home. I was given a room with an en suite and was able to take a bath. 

In the afternoon while we relaxed Nonilo and his wife and Bert arrived for a talk which was most fruitful. After they had gone Mario and I went for a walk along some of the local streets where we saw people playing bingo, relaxing outside a café and cooking food in a tent.

Basketball is their main sport and in the evening I spent some time watching the game o Television before retiring to a warm night

SUNDAY 24 FEBRUARY

Unlike the other places I had stayed the Robles lived on a busy road. The traffic seemed to go most of the night but I slept well. After breakfast the jeepby arrived and we travelled several kilometres to Mario’s mother church. We stopped at the house of one of his congregation and had morning tea of coconut milk and sticky rice before walking the short distance to the church. I attended adult Sunday School which dealt with 1 Timothy 6:11ff after which I had my message translated by Mario.

We had lunch at another house adjacent to the church. Much of the product for sale in the area was coffee beans. Adjacent to where we ate were sacks of coffee beans waiting to go to market.

We walked back to the previous house in the hot sun and at 1400 travelled by motor bike sidecar to the daughter church. This church is held in a shed type of structure which is rented. It was a type of anniversary so the time there consisted of games followed by a message. One consisted of two scarves one with two knots, the other with one which followed each other round the circle. When the faster one caught up with the slower one the person had to do a forfeit.

After a fairly active games session for about half an hour I gave a message again translated by Mario. The message was well received.

The jeepby arrived and on the way back to Mario’s house we picked up Rev Felicito Vargas from PMI whom I had met in Australia in 1988 and caught up with on my last mission in 2000. Rev Alberto Cabaobao my last bodyguard joined us for dinner at Mario’s before I left with Bert to stay overnight at his house.

Here I met Ali and Raquel his wife and daughter and spent a couple of hours talking with the family. Bert has a series of churches for which he had overall oversight. He had used Theology 111 and Genesis 1-11 in his churches and was currently using John McEwan’s Titus in preparing for his morning services. There appeared to be both translation and study course opportunities emerging in this area.

The night was warm as I retired at 2300 with again the noise of traffic passing.

MONDAY 25 FEBRUARY

I slept relatively well. When I have to catch an early flight I have developed a technique of waking up periodically for a time check and then going back to sleep. It again worked this time as I was up just before 0300 to a warm day. After breakfast the church jeepby arrived and by 0400 we were on the way to the airport arriving there in the relatively short time of an hour.

The flight to San Jose in Mindoro Occidental left at 0600. Again a propeller plane owned by Asian Spirit we were greeted by Isaias at San Jose at 0710. We travelled by tricycle to the Jeepby centre where we loaded up for a seventy five minute bounce to Catilaan where the seminar was to be held. Catilaan is situated about half way to the large church where we held the seminar last year.

The setting for the seminar was amidst rice fields with a gazebo for meals and siestas. Bert and I were allocated to a house nearby for sleeping. It was quite compact. 

Arriving at 1000 we were able to catch up with people I had met on the previous mission before the seminar commenced at 1400. Rice, fish and vegetables were the main foods at the seminar with bananas, snails and jack fruit complementing it 

As on the previous mission the language spoken on Mindoro was more of a problem than at Mindanao and Leyte and it was very useful that books containing the material were provided. In some cases I read from the book so that they could follow through. More of the presentations and Bible readings were given in the native Tegalo than at the other two seminars.

TUESDAY 26 FEBRUARY

Up at 0600 and proceeded to have a bath outside pumping the water using a hand pump for the bath. In fact the water was marginally warmer than the surface water. The early morning was disturbed by a cacophony of cockerel cries. Bert and I walked to the church site watched by curious locals.

As with the other seminars sessions generally opened with singing and a prayer. The lady leading the singing did so with gusto which got us off to a good start. The church is next door to a primary school with a significant increase in noise level at recesses though it did not affect us unduly.

Again there were many questions today. Some were on Hades and the future of believer and unbeliever. Bert gave an excellent presentation of the genealogy of Christ topic.

At lunchtime I had a siesta in the gazebo with the Filipino pastors before commencing the afternoon sessions The afternoon session produced more questions as well as presentations by the delegates and myself. We ended the day on schedule. In the evening there was a strange screaming sound at the campsite after we had had our evening meal. It is apparently the call of a local lizard but it was most unusual.

Some of the delegates slept in the gazebo whilst others were on the benches in the church. In my own case folk had found some foam rubber to form a thin mattress whilst Bert slept on a mat on his bed. Being tall the bed was somewhat short with my ankles on the end of the bed. As there was nowhere for the mosquito net to hang we had the fan on us all night as a quasi mosquito protection. Nevertheless I slept well and was thankful not to be on the bare boards.

WEDNESDAY 27 FEBRUARY

After breakfast of rice and fish we commenced a full day of sessions. At the request of Bert I presented a session on the Ministry of the Holy Spirit which took up the session between morning tea and lunch. Just before lunch we lost electricity so it became quite hot in the church.

The afternoon session was made up of delegates presenting and my adding comments or answering any questions that arose.

After tea Bert had a church meeting. While waiting for him I spent time answering questions in the gazebo and discussing various portions of the Book of the Revelation.

Around 2100 we walked to the house and having talked for some time to the owner retired to a warm night.

THURSDAY 28 FEBRUARY

Up at 0530 for a bath at first light. Pastor Fabriques arrived in his motor cycle three wheeler and took us to the ocean which in his case is the China Sea. Here on the beach were small boats with the water lapping gently on a sloping beach. The thatched houses with palm trees and the far view of mountains made an attractive picture in the half light.

From the beach we were driven to the church where breakfast of rice and egg were enjoyed. The morning session commenced with a delegate presenting on Daniel 11, There was much discussion on Tartarus, Angels, and Satan before Sol another delegate from last year presented. 

At lunch I was offered snails but declined. In the afternoon I presented Revelation 13 including the Mark of the Beast and current technology which was received with interest. There was further clarification in regards to the contrast between the Rapture and the Second Advent.

FRIDAY 1 MARCH 

We completed the third seminar on time with five presentations, two of which were from delegates. The subject of eternal security was raised and debated as was the concepts of the spiritual and carnal believer, make believers and unbelievers and the difference between backsliding and apostacy.

The seminar concluded with closing remarks from Bert and Isaias and photographs of the delegates. In all over 100 people had been trained in the three week mission.

After lunch we travelled to Isaias home which is situated at a rice farm. Part of his responsibilities is to manage a 6 acre rice farm which provides income for the PMF. The atmosphere was clear and in the bright sunshine swallows flew low over the rice fields.

Isaias had built his own home. On the farm kept pigs, water buffalo, chicken and goats. The ubiquitous dogs were of course also there.

In the late afternoon I watched as sticky rice was prepared over an open fire in a steel pan. The brown sugar is melted, coconut oil added and used to fry the rice. As the mixture is cooking it is stirred vigorously with a wooden paddle. We shortly afterwards enjoyed the fruits of their labour with coffee as a late afternoon tea.

As I was going to have a long journey home I retired early at 2130 and slept well under a mosquito net in a comfortable bed. 

SATURDAY 2 MARCH

I was up at 0430 to pack the bags for my return to Australia. We travelled for about forty minutes in the motorised tricycle to San Jose airport with Isaias who was driving the motorcycle often moving across the road to avoid potholes. 

At 0730 the plane left Mindoro, the rice bowl of the Philippines and headed for Manila. In the paper I read that some of the Abu Sayeef were thinking of surrendering because of the allied action in Basilan. Removal of this group would certainly enhance Christian mission work in Mindanao. 

Nonilo together with Mario met us at the airport from where I was able to call home. We then had a final meal together discussing future plans and praying before I was driven in the heavy Manila traffic to the International Airport. I was able to get good seats on both legs of my journey back to Perth for which I was very thankful. 

The plane arrived on time at Perth International Airport and by 0300 on Sunday morning I was home after a very successful mission. 

In all the seminars had trained over 100 people in Prophecy and Eschatology, provided them with books so they could pass on to others what they had learned and provided further contacts for future training by CD or by local markers and mentors.

I had been aware throughout the mission of people praying for its success. That it had been successful is another testimony to the grace of God and His guiding of our way over the three weeks.

PAGE  
12

