EVANGELICAL BIBLE COLLEGE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

[image: image1.png]4

P~
T

Z] EXLVWOKETE v aAnbaav @




MISSION REPORT.

TANZANIA 2006 

25 APRIL TO 10 MAY 2006

DR JOHN C McEWAN

[BOOK 166]

MAY 2006

TANZANIA REPORT - APRIL-MAY 2006

Dr John C McEwan  
Teaching

Miss Esther Mcewan
Children’s ministry

This journey was undertaken in the midst of great pressure, but equally great affirmation from the Lord that this was an important trip and to be pursued. Initial times were delayed because of our house sale process, and the time came around with the house still unsold and all pressures still at maximum. 

The Lord made it clear in the last week that things would work out by provision of several thousand dollars coming from one seminar. We must step out in faith at times, but always with the certainty of what we are doing, and the Lord’s provision will then follow. 

The Lord had provided the material to be covered in November 2005 (Leadership manual for Dar es salaam) and February 2006 (Revival book for Joshua Foundation Leader’s Training College in Arusha) and so it was with a certainty that we boarded the flight on Anzac day, 25 April 2006. 

The flight path to Arusha in Northern Tanzania is a long one, with stops in Melbourne, Dubai and finally Nairobi, where we discovered our onwards connections had been cancelled by the airline. The Lord’s provision was seen in the presence of a Rwandan pastor, Evariste Sebatware, a contact through EBCWA who through a friend arranged overnight accommodation and the next day’s shuttle to Arusha. 

We spent an amazing two hours with this man learning of his work amongst Rwandan refugees and seeing photos of members of his own family who had perished in the massacres. I was to meet another Rwandan pastor in Arusha who would explain more of the work being done by pastors to bring reconciliation to this land. 

We needed the rest the hotel gave us that night, as after thirty hours in the air we would have been in no condition to face Mt Kilimanjaro Airport arrival at 8pm as had been scheduled. We were both asleep by 630pm and thankful that the Lord had allowed the cancellation of our flights. We left the flight from Arusha to Dar in his hands with prayer, as the Moslem lady in the airline office at Nairobi had said, “there are no flights left”.

The following morning we traveled by 9am shuttle through the Southern Masai Lands from Kenya’s capital through to Tanzania’s northern city of Arusha. Esther had been shocked at Nairobi traffic and the occasional dead body on the road or intersection island, but we both found our prayer life improved markedly by the driver’s  dare devil approach to covering the distance in the minimum time with least concern for safety. 

Only use the Impala Shuttle on this journey – never the Riverside shuttle!!!! The drive was interesting, the border crossing “wild” with a great con (losing only $2-00 US) to the old Masai woman who is the best con artist I have ever met. Well worth the price of the bracelet for the joy of her technique!

Arrived at Arusha Impala Hotel and to be greeted by our smiling host Paul Scouller, who “surfed” us through the rain, and the massive mud slide that was the Njiro Hill road which led to the Joshua Foundation base at En Gedi. He and his wife Liz, settled us into our rooms in their home and looked after us wonderfully throughout our stay. Later that afternoon we met the team and had a good tour of facilities, both the Leadership College and Teacher’s Training College, and Esther discovered just how wonderful this team and their location really is.

Mt Kilimanjaro’s snow glistened in the sunlight from the recreation field and the river at the bottom of the campus roared with the result of the heavy rains. Arusha is at around 3000 feet, so the first few days there was a tiredness that stemmed from both jet lag and altitude. 

We began the day there with a wonderful lunch with the Scoullers and then dinner with the female missionaries at Ngome. It is Malaria season during the rains, so we sprayed the rooms and settled in under our mosquito nets at the early time of 9pm. The En Gedi saying is “Missionary midnight”, referring to the fact that by 9pm, with the work done, you are so tired that it feels like midnight. Every night was a 9pm sleep, and we enjoyed it every night, with pleasant tiredness after every day achieving great things in the Lord’s wonderful work. The mosquito nets the nightly reminder that this tiny insect remains Africa’s biggest killer; still killing one person every 30 seconds in sub Saharan Africa. 

We saw the place where a five foot long spitting cobra was killed just outside the fence of En Gedi late last year, but green mamba’s and cobras aside the mosquito remains the real daily threat to most Africans. Arusha is not high risk for malaria, but Dar, where we were to go, was very high risk at this rainy season, as we were to discover the following week.

The next day my teaching role began, with the first of twenty five (25) lectures (only five lectures to give a day – so I felt a bit under employed) on renewal and revival, utilizing the newly written EBCWA manual. The enemy’s attacks had continued on the work and the books posted two months before had not arrived, and didn’t through the course. 

The value of the EBCWA format proved itself, with the Bible as the set text, all the points were drawn directly from scripture and the books were copied in the second week from a master I had brought along. I “fined myself” 50,000 Tanzanian shillings for allowing the enemy to win in this easy matter by losing the books. I will carry all material in future, as it is better to pay excess baggage than have the post office lose things!  The money was to be used to cover reprinting at Joshua Foundation. 

A pleasant lunch was spent with Joshua Foundation directors, Alan and Linda Stephenson and dinner with an American missionary family, the Russells. The children, Skyler, Chase, Leyton and Seana, were a real delight and Esther enjoyed their company on several “expeditions over the next week.

The weekend was spent at Ngorogoro Crater and Lake Manyara rejoicing in God’s amazing creation, with Esther observing that the crater was as close to the Garden of Eden as she could imagine. All the main animals were observed. Our vehicle was challenged by several elephants from less that twelve feet on several occasions and we were surrounded by troops of Baboons several hundred strong, black rhino, lions, antelope, zebra and giraffe at times. 

It was a truly worshipful experience, and ended with my taking the evening Bible study at En Gedi on Sunday night with a number of visiting missionaries present from other missions within Arusha. There was great worship by all, led by Alan that night, and it was a blessing to be able to minister to such a wonderful group. As will occur at times in ministry a power cut occurred at the vital moment, and no-one missed a beat; we sang in the dark as torches were activated to give light to Bibles, and candles were lit. 

The Lord had led me to speak on “distractions from advancing in the Lord’s work” and this was timely, as was the ministry of others that night to encourage each other with song, prayer and prophetic words.

Monday through Thursday was full swing for the Leadership College students with the subject of Revival and it was an anointed time, with the pastors and church leaders giving very positive feedback on the content, and lots of interactions in class on subjects raised. 

Pastor Mezza called from Dar es Salaam on Monday night and we were able to arrange initial things with him regarding the visit, but had to wait until Tuesday afternoon to secure a flight down there finally. Each afternoon was spent later this week with tutorial sessions for senior students to encourage them with thesis work for the degrees with New Covenant International University. 

Esther was able to visit a school the En Gedi based Teacher’s Training College supports and see first hand the need for teacher education. Her father’s “cunning plan” to see her discover a heart for Africa’s needs had born fruit and she was hooked on the idea of training to return one day to help training more teachers for the lovely children she saw.

Patrick, a Rwandan pastor in the leadership college gave us a DVD to watch on the work of the Reconciliation Commission that he is a part of in Kigali and it was an amazing testimony to what God’s grace will do with people. 

To have the opportunity encourage and strengthen such men for their work is the greatest privilege and I rejoice in the opportunity given to work with these men and women. Many shared amazing testimonies of God’s grace, mercy and love. 

Alan shared with me the vision for the future at En Gedi, with plans to expand the campus, and build into a Christian University, with more subjects taught and degrees offered in education, theology, business, and more general arts subjects. Land is there to be purchased and they are praying for the right people and the funds to expand. 

The concept is sound and the Lord encouraged my heart regarding these things; that they will indeed occur in his time. I was excited to hear and pray about these things with this great team. Join us all in prayer for this place and it’s amazing work now and what the Lord will do in the future. This campus is changing Africa through it’s work with leaders, and the fire lit here will burn throughout the world in years to come. 

It was very hard leaving En Gedi. I would quite happily have sent a message to the family to join us there and never to have returned to NZ! Even now, I still feel a great joy as I write of this place and it’s people. I hope to have future work for the Lord there, and would be happy to spend my life there; the work is so vital, valuable, and powerful. 

We flew to Dar es Salaam on Friday afternoon via Zanzibar in a cockroach infested plane, and shook our clothing out on arrival. Dar was very hot and humid, but we were joyfully met by a warm and enthusiastic team from Pastor Kalebu Mezza’s church, and by Michael, a wonderful Christian worker with the Mennonite Mission (MEDA) whose General Manager had offered the use of his house for us over the weekend. 

The General Manager of MEDA is Greg Foster, and he and his wife Fay are Kiwi’s and Fay was the sister of Roger Gilchrist, a member of my Bible class group in Greenlane Christian Centre. They arrived back on Sunday night and we had a most joyful time with them and greatly appreciated their hospitality through our time in Dar. 

Michael drove us, on the first night, to the house on the far side of Dar, which is a vast city of 4 million people, with pastor Mezza following in his car, so he knew the way to find us and pick us up for ministry the following day. There are no street names or numbers off the main roads in Dar, and so unless you see where you are to pick someone up, you will simply never find them! 

We had a cup of tea on Friday night with Pastor Mezza who is the Mentor in Charge of the EBCWA Dar es Salaam Centre and discussed plans for the seminar the following day and then he headed home, and we unpacked.

The next day started early and we were on our way with Pastor Mezza to his church where the seminar was to be held over the next two days. It was in a converted bar, whose owner had been led by the Lord, through Pastor Mezza’s challenge, to turn the place into a church. 

It was a joy to preach in such a place and to such a keen group of local pastors from a number of Pentecostal churches. We all joined together and I spoke of the biblical perspective on leadership from the EBCWA manual. Two local pastors approached me at day’s end on Saturday saying, “you are a stronger man that us, for you preached and we gave in to the heat and nodded off once”. 

All my naval and middle distance running training came into play as I preached through sweltering heat without faltering and enjoyed the Holy Spirit’s power in the process. The joy of the people as they saw the systematic presentation of the truth was apparent. 

African audiences are a pleasure as they tell you immediately if the message is hitting home and when it needs to be corrected or clarified. My translator was Ben, a retired Tanzanian Army-Air Force Captain. The group also included a retired Lieutenant Colonel; both military men keen to use their retirement to further the work of the Lord on a full time basis.

The Sunday service was wonderful, and we met up with a Kiwi pilot, Thom Shanks, working in Tanzania from our local church and spent the afternoon with him. Sunday night was spent with Greg and Fay Foster and the following day Greg arranged a visit to the headquarters of MEDA (Mennonite Economic Development Associates) to see their treated mosquito net program in action. They plan to eliminate malaria as a killer in Tanzania, and we traveled with their staff to visit three medical clinics on Monday morning, meeting hundreds of patient patients waiting for medical care and devoted local doctors and nurses working in tough conditions to eliminate the scourge of malaria and other killers that have been banished in our own nation. 

Our driver Michael, from Friday night had lost two young children to the disease and his passionate and joyful commitment to the work was an inspiration as was the work of the entire MEDA team.

 We spent a very pleasant final Monday afternoon with Fay Foster doing last minute shopping and then had a relaxed meal with Fay and Greg, looking out at the fishing boats on the harbour, then somewhat sadly, headed for the airport. 

We were able to say goodbye to Pastor Mezza, who visited us at the Foster’s house to deliver a gift for Esther, and we were able to pass our own mosquito nets on to him for local people to utilize. We flew from Dar es Salaam to Nairobi and then on to Dubai, arriving early Tuesday morning, but then the flight was delayed for over five hours and we arrived home in Auckland finally on Wednesday afternoon at 4pm. 

We rejoice in what the Lord has done through this trip and see many opportunities for further work in distributing literature to the church leaders contacted and to those who they will meet in coming weeks. Both the leadership manual and the revival manual have been proved useful in the toughest testing ground and revisions are under way to incorporate suggested additions and changes. God is great and his plan is amazing. We rejoice in the results of this trip now and can only guess at the work the Lord will do through the men and women worked with on this trip. 

DR JOHN C MCEWAN

AUCKLAND 13 May 2006
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