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INTRODUCTION
Following my mission to the Ukraine in 1998 a book of Bible Themes was published in Russian early in 1999. 

The translation and publication of that book was a testimony to the grace of the Lord combined with the services of a gifted translator and editor. 

In addition it validated the systematic method of going through the document line by line to ensure that any difficulty with expressions of ideas in another language was solved in meetings between the author and the translator.

Subsequent to those meeting the book was produced without need of further discussions between the author and the translator

Through another group in Australia contact had been made with the St Petersburg Christian University with a view of arranging for books to be made available for their students and graduates.

Initially the concept was that after the visit to the Ukraine I would visit the University in St Petersburg from Frankfurt in the first week in November before returning home. However this was not convenient to the University programme. 

However some members of the faculty of the University were visiting Kiev early in October and arrangements were made for them to call at Ray Busittul’s house in Kiev to pick up a box of books.

SUNDAY 17 OCTOBER

Having conducted the service at Church we drove to the airport arriving at 2 p.m. on this fine sunny day. I had originally been booked on the morning flight. We had prayed about the situation as the morning flight would add another 6 hours wait over time in Singapore stretching the travel time from Perth to Kiev from 28 hours to 34. In the week before the departure I found that this prayer had been answered and was seen off by the family at 3 p.m..

SQ 226 left on time at 4 p.m. for the 5.25 hour flight to Singapore. The regular patterned fields of the South West gave way to scrub and salt lakes as we headed north. I had a window seat on the port side of the aircraft and mid flight I was able to see a sunset from 8000 metres. 

The orange half orb gradually went down on the horizon with the colours changing to a bright and then dull red as the sun sank, Far below the cloud cover appeared as a grey blanket As we neared Singapore the harbour lights together with many vessels were seen in the harbour.

The aircraft landed at Singapore on time . I headed to the transit counter and was able to modify my seats to Frankfurt and thence to Kiev to get more legroom for the balance for the balance of the outwards journey.

Changi airport was up to its usual high standard with fountains and vegetation together with moving pavements.

MONDAY 18 OCTOBER

Lufthansa flight LH 787 left for Frankfurt on time at midnight. Due to a cyclone in the Bay of Bengal which we heard later would take many lives on Orissa we had to head south of Sri Lanka rather than going across India in the area of New Delhi. The flight time was 12.5 hours 

The service was good and for a change I was able to get some 4 to 5 hour’s sleep which is unusual for me. When the monitors resumed after the enforced black out I found that we were flying over Turkey which to one’s frustration was only a stones throw from Kiev.

The layover at Frankfurt was only 3.5 hours. I noted that there are so many planes using Frankfurt airport that they no longer announce arrivals or departures. 

Advice on monitors or mechanical boards have to be watched. When I first looked at the sign board it had about 100 flights announced with no sign of my flight at all.

Lufthansa flight LH 3372 left for Kiev at 0945 arriving at Borispol at 1300. I found that the Ukrainians had changed the rules of entry and that Ukrainian travel insurance was required. 15 days of insurance cover was obtained for $7US. As required I advised customs the amount of currency that I was bringing into the Ukraine 

Leaving customs the door opened to a very cool day to find a beaming Kostya and Nickolai waiting for me. It was a great time of reunion with bear hugs all round. They had driven the 600 km from Nikolayev this morning. Fortunately, unlike last year when we had a 10 hour drive to Nikolayev, we stayed overnight in Kiev.  

I asked Kostya how things were going. He said because of his activity in the villages he had been warned by authorities that he was likely to be arrested. I asked him what we would be doing sand he said “working in the villages.” I thought perhaps I might end up in difficulty as well but knew the Lord was in control.

The day was cold and overcast as we drove to the General Union of Baptists where I had to register. They needed two passport photos which I did not have so in sleet Kostya and I went to the local underground station where photos were taken. 

Back at the Baptist Centre I met the Deputy Director who I had met at Rovno. He spoke excellent English and told me that my book had been very well accepted and a number of people from theological seminaries had seen it and been happy with it. This was most encouraging. It also validated the method of spending time with the translator and having a number of people check the document.

We now went to the church where Ray was holding a preliminary conference with Bible Institute officials. Here I met a few people I had met at Rovno. We had an evening meal with the group before driving to Ray and Cathy’s flat.

Ray told me that officers from the St Petersburg Christian University had picked up 92 books for their students in the week before I arrived. The transportation of these books from Ukraine to Russia had been a difficulty as I had been advised that if they were posted or sent up by courier, it was unlikely that they would arrive. If the books were acceptable for the University the means of securing further supplies had been proved.

I also found that Jim Myers had received 50 copies of the book for contacts he had in Belarus

The rest of the evening was spent in discussions into what might be happening in the next fortnight. We were also entertained by the three Busuttil children and had another meal.

Cathy arrived home fairly late from a ladies meeting for ex pats. I retired tired but happy fairly late encouraged by the news of progress made since my last visit.

TUESDAY 19 0CTOBER 1999
I had a particularly good night’s rest seeing that I had traveled for 27 hours and had 5 hours of jet lag. I awoke to an overcast morning. Looking out of the double glazed bedroom window the landscape was dotted with high rise flats. 

In the grey light people dressed in dark clothing hurried on their way to work. The intervening spaces between the high rise flats were not improved and this gave a rather spartan outlook.

We enjoyed muesli and toast for breakfast before heading off to the conference. My participation as expected was small. I brought a blessing from Western Australia at which point everyone stood up and gave me a blessing. I also talked briefly about how Christ brings former enemies together and that Christians from whatever country they come from are closer to each other than their unbelieving neighbours at home. 

I emphasised the need for people to study the Word of God and also advised them of the forthcoming book on Prophecy. A number of delegates came up and advised that the first book had been used for message preparation which was encouraging. 

The leader of BEE from the United States spoke at some length to the group after which I attended a group meeting with Kostya’s group. This was followed by lunch of thick soup or borsch, bread, cold meat and cheese with a cup of tea.

We now made ready for our trip south to Nikolayev. It was very cold. I added two jumpers to my long sleeved shirt, warm vest, cardigan and jacket. This made me look very rotund. I pulled a pair of track suit pants over my existing trousers. Half way to Nikolayev I was feeling cold so ended up with a travelling rug as the car heater was not working.

The route took us through generally arable land with some villages. In places people on the side of the road were selling items from potatoes to fuel. They must have been cold. We stopped and bought a sack of potatoes and some diesel which was brought out from a house in jerry cans. They really have a rugged life here compared with Australia.

We also had a meal prepared by Kostya from a back seat with a bun, salami sausage tomato and a cup of tea. He obviously had done this before.

The day remained cold and overcast and I was pleased to see the city of Nikolayev and the rest of Kostya’s  family when I arrived at the apartment after an 8 hour drive. Surprisingly we had only been stopped once by the Police on the journey.

We had a meal in the warmth of the apartment and having had a shower retired to my old bedroom on the eighth floor.

WEDNESDAY 20 OCTOBER 1999
The day was overcast with the outside temperature being zero as we breakfasted at 8 am. Breakfast consisted of egg, sausage, a carrot based dish and cabbage filled dumplings with sour cream and a cup of black tea. 

At 10 am Oxana the translator arrived. It was good seeing her again. Her arrival opened up conversation with the family

Oxana had translated the yellow Topic Book on prophecy enabling the second book to be ready for printing by about Christmas. This was to be our in house project for this mission.

Kostya outlined a fourteen session speaking program for the mission with most of the meetings being 2 to 3 hours in length so we were going to be busy which was great.

After the discussions with Kostya I started work with Oxana on the translation and by the time she left had made significant progress into Volume 4.  We then enjoyed lunch at about 3 p.m. with hamburger meat in egg and flap jacks with sour cream.

The car driven by Nickolai came at 5 p.m. and we traveled into the country to a small church which had been recently started at Shurina.. By the time 7 p.m. came the small church was full with 60 people including a missionary who was off on a mission to Siberia within a few days and would take 20 books with him. I had prayed about the books going to Siberia and was very thankful that it was starting

Another member of the group was a Colonel from the Police in full dress uniform. As the equivalent of the KGB had been giving Kostya a hard time about his activities with the rural churches I thought the Lord had a sense of humour bringing a unbelieving high ranking police officer to our first meeting.

I looked at the scene and said to the Lord I had come to do a job and decided quickly to present the message I had prepared undiluted to the group.

Later in the mission I heard that the policeman had decided to go to church which was a great step forward. I sent him a copy of the book duly signed to encourage him.

We presented leaders with copies of my book duly signed before addressing the group for about 2 hours on prophecy and current events and including a challenge to both believers and unbelievers alike. There followed a series of questions for about half an hour. Whilst the night was cool I was very warm due to the number of people in the room.

After the meeting we went to an adjoining room for a meal of sardines on toast, white locally made cheese, Swiss roll cake and tea. The tea urn was ornate  It is common practice to use the teapot to provide about a third of a cup of strong tea and then fill up the cup with boiling water. The cake which was ornate was provided by the policeman’s wife.

It was the policeman’s first time at as meeting like this and he said that he was much moved by the whole proceedings. He said that he had done many bad things to people as a policeman and was doubtful that God would accept him. He however was touched by the evening and we encouraged him to repent and become a Christian The meal went on for an hour during which I gave my testimony. 

We returned to Nikolayev at about 11:30. During the trip home Kostya asked whether I might return next year as a number of directors had asked if I could speak elsewhere in the Ukraine. He also talked about my writing a book on the Revelation in Russian. He said that access to Russia was becoming progressively more difficult and as such the timing of my visit had been very good. 

We arrived home and after a cup of Milo went to bed happy with what had been achieved.

THURSDAY 21 OCTOBER 1999

Awoke to another cold grey morning. I spent some time in prayer and writing my journal before Oxana came. To spend the rest of the day sorting out the contents of the second book and answering queries on the section that she had already translated.

We also had discussions on the distribution of the book. It appears that it will go throughout the old Soviet Union which is what I had been praying about.

In the afternoon a man arrived who was to go to Kiev to pick up my passport. He would go on the train for 12 hours each way and would be back on Saturday. He was not a believer so I joined the people praying for his conversion.

The car arrived at 5 and with Valya went to the village of Krivaya Balka. The church was held in a café in this village. We arrived early, while two men where having a meal. A sleepy dog lay under their feet awaiting some dropped morsel. Vera the shop owner and a member of the church gave us a black tea before we went to the service.

Again we had 40 to 50 people attend many of them elderly. One woman was 96 years of age. Vera’s husband was quite a character. It was said that he had one lung, no stomach or gall bladder and a broken back but participated quite vocally at question time. 

The session went for 90 minutes followed by a question time of 45 minutes. This included questions on Israel, prayers to Mary and the saints, rebaptism and the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Another of the questions was about holding services in a café. I told them that the Lord said that they could worship God anywhere.

One lady came under conviction and I believe would become a Christian in the near future

At the end of the service I spent time signing Bibles, hymn books and my book three copies of which were given to the leaders of the church.

As usual we had a meal with the church leaders including another cake and returned on a cool night to Nikolayev. I noticed that the full moon shone brightly from a cloudless sky indicating hope of some sunshine on the morrow. It had been another great day.

FRIDAY 22 OCTOBER 1999

Awoke for a change to a bright sunny morning. Inside the house it was quite warm but outside it was minus 2 which did not encourage one to venture out.

After breakfast Oxana came to go through additional material to add to the second book. Rather than Oxana coming each morning it was agreed that she could spend some time translating additional material to try and complete the second book as soon as possible

This in fact allowed me time to work on a verse by verse study of 1 Thessalonians, a book I was writing for the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia as one of a series of books to be made available on the internet.

In the afternoon a senior Baptist official arrived to talk to Kostya. He was very encouraging about my mission and invited me to have a speaking tour of Southern Ukraine and the Crimea next year. I said that I would have to review my programme but would like to do it.

He was very thankful for those who had made my visit possible and the publication of the book which he felt was going to be very useful. Kostya was also offered the position of church planting in Southern Ukraine.

Shortly after he left the car arrived to take us 110 km to the large village of Ribakovka a large village on the northern shore of the Black Sea. As no one had a phone there no advice had been given to them however we ended up with an enthusiastic congregation of 40 

Prior to the meeting that was held in a new church that the people had built themselves we went to the Black Sea. The wind coming from the sea was bitterly cold. The Black Sea at this point had low cliffs with the coast forming a sweeping bay. 

We visited the pastor who like all village Ukrainians had a garden with vegetables and a collection of turkeys and geese. One of the turkeys was of immense size and swaggered proudly around the yard.

We drove to the church and presented a message on prophecy this time using the Feasts of Israel and Ambassadorship as the frame works with which to illustrate future events.

The evening went well and under a cloudless sky we returned to Nikolayev having an early night at 10.30 p.m.

SATURDAY 23 OCTOBER 1999
Awoke to a fine morning with the sun rising at 7.30. Koyla met the train from Kiev at 7 am to receive the passport from the courier. Ray Busuttil had said that it was very important for people to have their papers in order so I was pleased to get the passport back, duly processed.

I worked on the Mark of the Beast and an overview of the book of the Revelation to be included in the book. Oxana had been able to get a mouse so the computer was now operative 

The car arrived at 2 p.m. for the journey to Noya Odessa. It was the first time I had been out in the afternoon. 

The fields which looked quite rich as far as the soil was concerned lined either side of the road after we had left the high rise blocks of flats of Nikolayev. 

At intervals there were giant statues of soldiers and a jet fighter and reminders of the Soviet period with a massive Welcome to Nikolayev. A few statues to Lenin were also seen.

We arrived at Noya Odessa just before three and were soon teaching a very attentive congregation. The afternoon was supposed to start with addressing students and then allowing a church service to continue but the afternoon just seemed to be one complete service with only a heartily sung hymn separating  the two.

Oxana and I spoke for about 3 hours including about an hour of questions from anywhere in the Bible. The congregation was about 60 with the majority being fairly old. They certainly seemed encouraged by the message. 

Almost a week later a young person spoke to me at Vosnesensk Church telling me that the folk at Noya Odessa church sent a greeting to me. I was most touched.

As usual after the service we went to the leaders house and enjoyed a fine meal with them. At one stage a couple sung a song for me which was most moving. The family had two daughters one of whom baked an excellent cake. The other Svetlana was undecided what to do with her career, whether to go to University or to Seminary. We agreed we would pray about the situation.

We drove home in bright moonlight arriving at 8.30 which made it an early return to the apartment.

SUNDAY 24 OCTOBER 1999

Slept well and woke to another cold but fine day. Breakfasted on roast potatoes, rissoles, welsh rarebit and black tea.

Nickolai came at 8 and we traveled for about 20 minutes to Spring of Life Church. The trees were losing their leaves with golden leaves scattered on the pathway and central reservations which were reserved for the trams. The populace well rugged up against the cold went on their way.

We arrived at the Spring of Life Church at 8 30 with people starting to come in groups. I recognised a number of them from last year and one young man Oleg who was the musician in the youth group was able to converse with me well in English. He had worked at a restaurant owned by an American and had benefited from a lot of English conversation.

The service started at 9 am with a song and prayer. I then presented an overview of the first half of the book of the Revelation in 1.5 hours. The song ended in a similar manner and I was presented with a large bunch of flowers which was followed by photographs. It was tremendous catching up with so many friends from last year.

We returned home to have lunch that consisted of stuffed capsicums bread, bacon, flapjacks, cream cheese and tea. Oxana said that Ukrainians increase their efficiency if they have chocolates so we opened a box of chocolates with macadamia nuts. They seemed to be as efficient before as after but it was good to indulge with the odd Australian chocolate. 

I showed them the quilt that the church had made for Kostya’s church and we arranged for an official presentation the following Sunday.

At 4 p.m. we left for the Shirokaya Balka Baptist Church the main Baptist church in Nikolayev. It was very cold as the heating was not yet available. The weight lifting pastor had emigrated to the United States since my last visit which was a disappointment. 

After a brief introduction I spoke for over an hour on trends towards the Tribulation. After the meeting one middle aged gentleman came up and said how he much appreciated my coming all the way from Australia to bring this important message. 

This was a typical response from every church coupled with a request asking me to return next week or when I was in the Ukraine. These people are very open to teaching and interested in progressing in the Christian Life.

By 6 30 I was feeling cold even though I was wearing two vests, a shirt, two jumpers and two pairs of trousers. When I shook the hands of a large proportion of the congregation’s hands after the service my hands were by far the warmest. I pray that the hot water system that is provided by the city will not fail due to the Y 2 K problem as it will be mid winter.

On returning home we had a meal of borsch, which is a thick soup with meat, bread and tea. The hot water had still not been connected after a break in the supply pipe leading to the flats. The shower was therefore a bucket and jug affair with water warmed on the stove. I found I could have a good shower in this way although you needed to be careful to cool the water from the bucket.

As it was only 9 p.m. I spent 1.5 hours on a study of 1 Thessalonians. I felt that when Oxana was translating I could use the time well doing a verse by verse examination of that book for the home page site of the Bible College. 

MONDAY 25 OCTOBER 1999

The outside temperature was 4 being 7 degrees warmer that yesterday. Today was scheduled for a recording day with Oxana but she rang in sick so we agreed not to meet and that she would do, some translation at home if she felt up to it.

I had obtained a book to do some work on 1 Thessalonians and spent the whole day working on it finishing an outline for chapters 2 and 3.

It was the first time ever I had a period of several undisturbed hours to concentrate on Bible Study and I found that a great blessing.

We found that Kostya’s tape recorder had no external microphone so was unsuitable for doing a reasonable recording so was able to ask Oxana to bring her machine in for the morrow. It was seen that all things work together for good as Oxana would have wasted 1.5 hour’s travel time if she had come in for an aborted recording session.

At the evening meal there was another food to eat with the chocolate cake. It was grey and looked like some cement mortar that had set. It was apparently made of sunflower seed oil and sugar and whilst it held the record for the least attractive food it actually tasted quite nice.

The moon came up over the blocks of flats a semi circle, red and large but by the time the evening meal was finished it had turned into the standard yellow full moon.

The day had been very profitable.

TUESDAY 26 OCTOBER 1999
Awoke to an unusual experience, a warm fine day. I continued working on 1 Thessalonians and was able to complete notes on chapter 4 before Oxana came. 

Kostya gave me more information of the structure of the work in Nikolayev and said that he is praying about his future and believes he may take up the appointment of church planting. A number of factors will need to be taken into account but he felt this would be highly satisfying work.

Discussions also took place regarding a future tour next year with August and September being mooted for the visit. The talks were very fruitful. He confirmed that the books which we had printed would go throughout the old Soviet Union which had been my prayer. He also requested a third book be written on the Book of the Revelation.

At 3 Nickolai arrived with the car. The afternoon was spent at the Naval Museum and shops and viewing the South Bug river with the dachas or holiday homes on the far bank.

The naval museum traced the development off Nikolayev from the time of Turkish occupation to modern times. It included many models and a diorama of ship building in the early days

Nickolai had worked in the industry and saw a couple of boats which he had helped build. We went shopping to get some tapes and a floppy for a copy of book 1. 

In an Orthodox book shop we saw a number of icons whilst at an antique store we saw a Jew which reminded us of the dispersion of the Jews and the fact that they speak every language under the sun.

We now drove to the South Bug River, a very wide river looking rather dull on a now grey day. To the right we could see the centre of the city . A single small boat plied its way against the current. It was quite warm which was a real contrast with the coolness we felt at the Black Sea.

Driving to the church office we had a meeting with a Bible study group for primarily a question and answer session. We had a solid two hour session answering questions on such subjects from the Baptism of the Holy Spirit to evangelism in the Tribulation. The group was small but they were enthusiastic and the time was well spent.

As Oxana’s tape recorder which had performed well last year was no longer functioning well we took the church tape recorder back to Kostya’s to record then message.

On my return to the apartment I found that the hot water system was now in action so had a proper shower before retiring for the night.

WEDNESDAY 27 0CTOBER 1999 

With them radiator on  the apartment was warm and I found some difficulty in getting off to sleep. Awoke to a foggy morning not unlike many an autumn day I had experienced in England.

After breakfast I worked on 1 Thessalonians until Oxana arrived at midday. Before lunch we started a recording of the prophecy address on events leading to the Tribulation period. This was completed at 3.15 and a quarter an hour later we were on our way to a speaking engagement.

It was quite warm out as we motored in weak sunshine to Grigovo a village which had only had a church for 2 years. We left the main road and traveled on a road made of cobbles or sets. Autumn colours were again seen but the main tree types were poplars which were starting to lose their leaves.

We went to the house of Oxana’s in laws. They were my age and had hoped to retire but the economic situation was such that they were having to continue working. In front of their house was a hay stack with many chicken, geese and turkeys pecking around.  They gave us honey and milk. Her father in law I noted later in the back of the church.

At 5 we commenced our presentation in what had been at times the hospital and communal meeting place in what was an atheistic village. The Christians had bought the building and have now converted it into a church. There were about 40 people present.

Like most village churches this group was very attentive and participated well. They seem to have been taught well. We gave the usual message and fielded half an hour of questions 

One of the ladies suggested that a short chronology would be useful in the forthcoming book. I though the suggestion was of merit so decided to look into it tomorrow for incorporation in volume 2 

After the service the lady who had suggested the addition of the chronology section in the book came up to me with a paper in her hand and asked if she could sing me a song about the Rapture. We went to the other end of the church and she proceeded to sing to me with a beautiful voice. It was a poignant moment.

We were back at the apartment at 9 and had a dinner consisting of cold shepherds pie, meat, bread and black tea.

After dinner I spent time on re recording Sunday’s message and keeping the log up to date. The night was warm.

THURSDAY 28 OCTOBER 1999

Awoke to a fine sunny day with a partially cloudy sky. After breakfast I spent the morning working on a chronology section for the prophecy book which now had six sections. 

They are

Prophecies fulfilled by the Lord at the First Advent

Prophecies fulfilled historically 

Prophecies to be fulfilled in the Tribulation and Millennium.

Other Prophecies

Prophetic Outlines

Chronology

I said to Oxana that with the production of this book the Russian speaking people will have a better book on prophecy than those who speak English. 

I also completed my outline of 1 Thessalonians ending up with 55 pages of notes and the outline of Revelation chapters 12-22 for Sunday’s service

After Oxana and Nickolai arrived I was able to contact an American missionary in Nikolayev to email those at home that I was going well.

Oxana brought some English language books for me including “A day in the life of Ivan Denisovich by Alexander Solzhenitsyn, the story of an ordinary man in the Siberian camps in the time of Stalin. 

Reading this in the Ukraine added a new dimension to the terror and oppression of those days where a person who might not be liked by his neighbour would be betrayed to the KGB and sentenced to 10 years. A Christian would be sent for 25 years during the late 40’s and early 50’s. 

I had listened to the recording of the message which we had done yesterday and felt it was too soft in places so we decided to record the message at Sasha’s church

We traveled through Noya Odessa to a large village of Doroshovka which is situated in local hills. Here we met Sasha who had been our driver last year. It was great seeing him again. I also met his wife Natasha and his eldest son Daniel who looked very much like his father He had been here 4 years. 

The church was held in the house of culture. It was small and very full when we started at 6. The response was great. I answered a couple of questions on a global economy and why were there 12 apostles. The latter I answered with an illustration from Revelation 21 which “coincidentally” I had studied that very morning!

I asked if there were any other questions and a lady in red stood up and said “I have to go to look after my young son. Thank you, thank you so much for coming all the way from Australia to my village. You have answered many questions that I needed answers to. I want to tell you that I am going to become a Christian. I was not ready before but now I am. Can you come back next year?”

Sasha said do you want to become a Christian now.? She said “Yes”. So in front of the group she prayed for the Lord to forgive her sins and that she wanted to follow God and do what he wanted her to do. 

What a glorious moment. She had a New Testament given to her by Sasha and I signed it for her “To Ilona, my newest sister in Christ with every blessing from your brother in Christ Peter Moses”

Kostya said to me that I had two sons in Ukraine, and now I had my first daughter. He also said both of the boys had been baptised and were progressing in the Christian life. I prayed that this might be the case also with Ilona.

Everybody was very excited, a number of ladies kissing Ilona as she left. I told the group that there was rejoicing in heaven due to Ilona repenting. 

We had a supper of Ukrainian lamingtons, shortbread tarts chicken and bread before commencing our journey home.

During the drive back to Nikolayev I gave some background on the origin of Koine Greek, Hebrew and other matters. 

I felt very humble and grateful to the Lord that I had been involved with this conversion which by itself made my mission well worth while. I spent time in prayer thanking the Lord before retiring to the couch.

FRIDAY 29 0CTOBER 1999

Awoke to a grey overcast morning. After breakfast completed my work on Chronology and tidied up a number of loose ends to discuss with Oxana. 

I completed the book by Solzhenitsyn which I found both moving and quite depressing.

Oxana came just after lunch and we had a final discussion session with Kostya. 

At 4 we left for the youth group meeting which was held at the church office. As Nickolai was involved elsewhere Oxana, Katya, Kostya and I traveled by van bus and tram for a change

There were around 16 youth there and we had an excellent time of study and questions.

Oleg took the tape recorder home so that he could record some Russian songs for me. He plays the guitar at church services. I retired late to a warm night.

SATURDAY 30 OCTOBER 1999

Awoke to a bright sunny morning with a cloudless sky As we had two churches to attend we left Nikolayev at 8 am.

In the sunshine good views were obtained across the South Bug River and the general countryside as we were on a road which ran along the highest point in the landscape. The autumn leaves were beautiful in many places.

We arrived at Vosnesensk at 9:30. This was a location where I had preached at last year and was to be the site of the evening session. The last time I had been there was at night and I had not appreciated what they were doing here. The church which I preached at was under a new church which the people had been building for about 7 years. With its large retaining wall it was an impressive structure.

We now headed further west to the village of Actovo for our first services. The church was a converted house which was delightfully decorated with floral curtains and silver coloured embellishments. It had a light , bright and pleasing decor.

We started with some songs and by the time we started the message the place was full with probably 70 people present. 

At the end of the message and before questions I gave a challenge and a young woman came forward for conversion It again was a time of joy with a number of ladies crying.

After the service we had a huge meal under the verandah with a great variety of food and the largest loaves I had ever seen. The chap next to me praised the Ukrainian borsch as the best in the world.

An American fellow of Ukrainian origin said that this was true as Ukraine was the only place to produce borsch. However the comment was made in a rather jovial manner and I believe he thought borsch was pretty good too.

I signed a couple of books for a couple of lady teachers. One was a widow with three sons and very impoverished. Many of the ladies in the town had worked for six months without receiving a salary. 

I asked why did they work without salary. I was told that one day they hoped to receive a salary and was hopeful of back pay. I felt they were being over optimistic

The people wanted us to stay and asked when I would be back. They gave us a huge loaf as we left. They had been very generous

We left Aktovo and headed back towards Vosnesensk. We stopped on a high point in the road to overlook the river and an area for picnicking. It had a number of rocky outcrops and was scenic with many of the trees in autumn colours 

The pastor of the church who was quite old said he came from this area and it had a number of happy memories for him. He told of his conversion while employed in the army and how when he became a Christian he was removed from a good job in the army and he had to find a job. He ended up on hands and knees napping cobbled roads which was very hard work.

We arrived back at Vosnesewnsk at 3.30 and enjoyed an afternoon tea of cakes and tea at a pastor’s home. I had been here before conducting a bible class for students last year. It was a double storey house with a large vegetable garden.

The session at the church started at 6 with a group of at least a hundred in the congregation. There were a larger proportion of young people than in some of the churches visited. The presentation with questions went including questions for the full three hours. I felt relaxed and the session went well

At the end, having answered a question which had been the subject of much debate, the Pastor, a very gracious man asked when I would be back again. He said that there were many questions which needed to be answered and would I be available to come to them next year.

We left at about 9:30 and arrived back at Nikolayev at 11.15 feeling tired but elated by the day’s events. We had a meal and showered before retiring for the night.

SUNDAY 31 OCTOBER 1999

After breakfast the family presented me with a candlestick and John and Jeanette with a Ukrainian wooden ornament. It was the day to vote for the President of the Ukraine so there was a fair bit of discussion about the possible outcome. 

It was thought that the incumbent would probably be returned but with the economic situation there was some concern that the Communist might be elected.

At 8 Nickolai came and we drove to the church with 6 in the car. The church service lasted some 2 hours during which I presented the second half of the book of the Revelation.

After the service I presented the church with the quilt and tapes and books for the Sunday School. I in return was presented with a book on the Nikolayev region and a huge card which many people wrote in.

I had again emphasised the contrast between the future of the believer and unbeliever. To my delight the fellow who had gone to Kiev for my passport came forward for repentance as did the father of some of the youth group. It was a great way to finish the church service and mission around Nikolayev with 4 conversions this year.

There were a number of photographs taken and many warm greetings given which was very encouraging..

We returned to Kostya’s for lunch which included a cake after which we relaxed and chatted. Soon we were on the way to the main railway station to catch the overnight train to Kiev. We said goodbye to Oxana and Nickolai at the station and at 5.30 the train started heading north on its 12 hour journey with a compartment to ourselves.

As resourceful as ever about an hour after leaving Nikolayev Kostya laid a mini table cloth on the compartment table and brought out chicken, ham, cheese and bread for our evening meal. This was complemented with two cups of tea purchased from a rather dour lady who was looking after our carriage.

The meal was enjoyed and after reading for a while we tried to sleep on a rocking train. Periodically the train passed through stations with bright lights strobing the cabin.

MONDAY 1 NOVEMBER 1999

Towards morning I started to sleep and it was the opening of the door that sprung us to life. The lady told us that we were only 5 minutes from Kiev. 

We emerged onto the platform to a cold dark day with warmly dressed workers in leather coats moving through the station. Everything was quite quiet even the taxi drivers approaching us in quiet tones to ask us if we wanted transport. 

We were soon met by Nick the editor of the book who with his wife Natasha were going to be our final hosts of the mission. Soon we were down near the river Dneiper looking at the boats which act as bars, restaurants and undertake cruises on the start of an early morning tour of Kiev, the capital of Ukraine. 

It was also the seat of the Orthodox Church before it was moved north to Moscow. Two magnificent examples of Orthodox churches were seen one only recently having been constructed to replace a church which had been destroyed by the Communists. 

It reminded me somewhat of Revelation 17 and 18 where people make a lot of money through relationship with religion only to find that source of income destroyed partially by the political system. 

We saw an equestrian statue of the leader of Ukraine under which the country amalgamated with Russia. 

The double headed eagle of the Russians was seen on a nearby archway which reminded me of the most unusual “Brookton Highway” incident. 

Earlier in the year as I was driving to York I was praying about this trip. By the way I had my eyes open which was important as I was travelling at 100 km/h! 

I had no sooner asked the Lord for guidance when, for the first time in my 30 years experience driving in Western Australia, an eagle flew down and stood stationary by the side of the road and watched me pass. This incident I believed confirmed that I was to return to the Ukraine in 1999. It was most extraordinary.

It began to rain so we headed for McDonalds for breakfast. Only just over a year ago McDonalds had opened their first franchise in Kiev. Now we saw a number. Our host said that they were springing up like mushrooms. A cheeseburger , mulberry pie and cup of tea later we felt invigorated and after a brief visit to shops headed to Nick’s village.

In the afternoon we went to the Irpen Biblical Seminary to have a meeting with the Rector and to give a 3.5 hour lecture to a group of students

The Rector had been imprisoned during the Soviet regime. The college had started in 1991 and had 322 graduates in various areas to date with 304 enrolled for studies. The majority of students were part time which means that they work in their local churches for a period and then come into the seminary for a period.

In our discussions we found we had exactly the same aims in our ministries. The rector had read the book and had found it compatible with his beliefs. Finding he had 140 people who could directly benefit from having a book I arranged with Kostya to give the books to the Irpen Seminary. This would mean another layer of books across Ukraine and into Russia which was very encouraging.

We had lunch with the staff before the lecture which was to 23 students in the Pastoral Department. Most of the students asked me to sign their books. They seemed very interested in the lecture which was a combination of future things, an over view of the Book of the Revelation and a series of questions. A common question that came up again was about those who have not heard or as I rephrased it about those who apparently have not heard. It showed that there was a genuine concern about the unbeliever in this country. 

We returned to Nick’s and Natasha’s where we enjoyed a meal of chicken, potatoes, peas and cake. In the evening we spent time looking at volume 2 so that Nick could edit it. The night was cool

TUESDAY/ WEDNESDAY  2-3  NOVEMBER 1999
Awoke to fine morning and was packed ready by 7 30. The morning was spent in a leisurely breakfast, discussing the mission and books. We left the village dropping Natasha off at the Christian school she teaches at en route to Borispol.

Kostya and Nick watched me be cleared by customs and by 12 15 I was in the departure lounge.

The flight to Kiev was of interest in that an American chemical engineer from Detroit and I shared a row. He was a Christian and was in the Ukrainian Orthodox Church and we discussed a number of matters for the whole trip. He said he was seeking to get his Christian life into higher gear We exchanged email addresses and said that we would keep in touch.

After a 5 hour layover I left Frankfurt on LH 786 for Singapore at 10 10 p.m.. I was next door to a couple in their thirties from Sydney. He had worked for Reuters and said that they had a library of 23 million items which could be accurately accessed by computer.

Eventually I arrived home at Perth airport at 11 p.m. after a very fruitful mission. 

I felt very grateful for the Lord’s grace and protection.

CONCLUSIONS

At the end of the second mission the following conclusions have been drawn

Ukraine is the most open of the countries of the old Soviet Union for advance in Biblical Christianity

The mission went according to plan and was very efficient. It was also very productive. 

We have a specialist team in Ukraine with a great planner, an excellent translator who is theologically totally compatible with the material presented and tremendous support staff. This group will always provide the basis of a God honouring mission

There is a very high level of financial integrity amongst those involved with funds being very efficiently used.

The Ukrainians seem to enjoy systematic teaching and have been enthusiastic about the published book which I find greatly encouraging. 

Book 1 has been spread across Ukraine with the prospects of this continuing into Russia. It has also penetrated Belarus which is now seeking reunification with Russia

By making the book free the distribution of the book will be significantly expanded

Future Prospects to Prayerfully Consider 

With the level of interest and the prospect of a new book the following recommendations are made:-

Pray for the provision of about $ A 4500 to print 2000 copies of the prophecy book

Pray for the distribution of the major topic books throughout the old Soviet Union

Seek guidance for a third missionary visit in September 2000 together with provision

Pray for the new converts and those under conviction that they may continue or come to the Lord.

Pray for Kostya regarding future directions of his ministry

Pray regarding future contact with St Petersburg Christian University

Seek guidance as to whether a third volume on the Book of the Revelation be produced in Russian

Pray regarding the use of the intensive 10 day course in Ukraine either in college or seminar format.

