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THE FATIMA VISIONS/APPEARANCES IN 1917
Three very young peasant girls “saw” an incredibly beautiful being, presenting itself as a woman, in a series of visions outside the village of Fatima, 90 miles north of Lisbon in Portugal. They described the being as appearing with “brightest light shining,…. almost blinding”.

The proximity of the visions to the Bolshevik Revolution in November of 1917, the entry of America into the First World War, making the war a true “world war”, and the Balfour Declaration on 2 November, all make their timing significant.   Given the significance of this year within a “Pre-Tribulation” Theological Viewpoint, there are questions that must be seriously asked of these visions.   

Even if the pre-Tribulational prophetic framework is rejected, the thoughtful church historian must reflect upon their significance for Church Union and the role of the Catholic Church in that, and the role of Mary for all the churches.

Are these appearances distractions from what is really happening through this period?

Are they a true and genuine “sign of the end” to be heeded by all?

Are they significant regarding the role of Mary in the Universal Church?
Or are they a deceptive sign to lead mankind into the religion of the final world ruler, until the setting up of his image and the sweeping away of all other religions?  Revelation 17ff.
From the Pre-Tribulation viewpoint of Biblical prophetic revelation these visions may have great significance. As the Lord’s words recorded in Matthew 24:4-8 make clear, the occurrence of World Wars is a clear sign of the “beginning of sorrows”, leading to the events of the last days as laid out in Ezekiel 38-39, Daniel, Matthew 24, Luke 21, and Revelation.  Ezekiel records a series of visions that are now partially fulfilled with the return of Israel to the land, but He reveals also an invasion of the land by specific people groups that has not occurred since the days of Nebuchadnezzar. If this series of visions is indeed to be taken literally then it casts a serious shadow over the things described in the Fatima Visions.
Ezekiel records, using the words of his day, that Persia/Iran, with some of the old Scythian people groups of the old “Russian Empire” area support, will be the main protagonists behind a great invasion of the Middle East before the final world ruler (Anti-Christ) takes power, indeed this invasion appears to “set the scene” for later acceptance of the concept of centralized control of the world, and a single “world ruler”, so desperate are men to avoid more carnage. It is a horrific vision of a war that leads to the deaths of hundreds of thousands, maybe even millions, of people.
Given the significance of the Balfour Declaration on 2 November 1917, relating to the establishment of the nation Israel again (another “end sign” and referred to in Ezekiel 38) we must be very careful in analysis of the content and intent of these visions at Fatima.  They are clearly real, and a thorough study of the facts surrounding them lead to the inescapable conclusion that there is no reasonable doubt in their reality. Wikipedia and many atheist groups have desperately tried to discredit them, but they fall short of motive and fact. There are simply too many pieces of evidence to indicate that the children truly “saw” these visions and heard the content, which they faithfully recorded and recounted. The only question then is, “Do the messages of these visions have godly purposes, or are they great deceptions or distractions for the last days?” 

The vision of this being (appearing as a woman) appeared to the children six times between 13 May and 13 October 1917. Before these occurred, an “angel of light” (appearing as a man and calling himself “the Angel of Peace”, and the “Angel of Portugal”) had appeared to them at the well, and warned them that the visions would come to them over the next months.   
Biblically we know that any appearance of an angel is to be taken very seriously, as they are rare, and their appearance means a special thing is about to be announced. When an angel appears to mankind great care is to be taken to ensure that this is not any form of demonic manifestation of the “angel of light”, deceiving people into thinking “he/she” is from God and yet the message does not have the hallmark indicators that they are. Once such an appearance has occurred and is certified as real, it is to be tested with reference to the Scriptures as to its origin.
Given the warning of 2 Corinthians 11:13-15, Angelic visitors are always to be carefully checked out. Each nation has a demonic prince assigned to it, as we read in Daniel 10:20, and as is indicated in Jesus Temptation from the Devil as recorded in Matthew 4:8-11. The “Prince of Portugal” may be the demon associated with that nation, holding it under satanic influence if he can, or he may be a genuine angel of the Lord. Who is this angel? As Jesus said, “We know them by their fruits”.  Let us check this being’s words and see what unfolds!
The angel taught the children a prayer. “My G/god, I believe, I adore, I hope, and I love you.  I ask pardon for those who do not believe, do not adore, do not hope and do not love you.”   Examine this prayer in light of James 2:19, for the demonic forces all know who Jesus truly is and affirm its truth, but will not worship Him as Lord, Savior and King of kings. Does this prayer go far enough in what it says? Do these words indicate the angelic being truly worships the Lord Jesus as Saviour, Lord and King, as we see in all the biblical places where angels appear and worship the Lord?  
The phrase, “My god”, could be Satan himself – the term is deliberately generic rather than specific as biblical angels are.  The world ruler/Anti-Christ figure claims to be “God”. Satan himself is described as one who desires worship as “God”. Satan’s fall centres in his desire to be worshipped as GOD.  Isaiah 14:12-15, Ezekiel 28:1-19.  Daniel and the Apostle John both record the “World Ruler” figure’s claim to be “God” and his demand for worship from all the earth.  
Check in your concordance for all appearances and worship by angels in Genesis, Joshua, Ezekiel, Daniel, the Gospels, and the Revelation!  This angel doesn't “ring true” when “his” words are compared with biblical recorded ones.  There is a sense that something “not right” is occurring here when he is compared with biblical angelic appearances. This is not enough for rejection, but for caution.
The vision of the beautiful “woman” then appeared as predicted, and spoke with the children on several occasions, and that “being” taught them various things. This is a real being – but who is it?  This also may be a demonic spirit – for they can take any shape but will adopt the shape best suited to deceive – and as we will discuss below “her” description is not of a Jewish Mary – the true earthly mother of the Lord Jesus, and great mentor of faith in the early church. Her physical appearance is that of the old pagan goddesses of Greece and Rome and earlier. Her words are even more problematic than her physical appearance. She emphasized to the children the importance of “acts of reparation and prayers to console Jesus for the sins of the world”.  
One of the children, Lucia, said the angelic vision told them, “When you make some sacrifice, say, O Jesus it is for your love, for the conversion of sinners, and in reparation for sins committed against the Immaculate heart of Mary.”   Reflect upon these words, for they are certified as really “heard”, so what do they mean?   Does this accord with Scripture, and does it tie in with the Lord’s words on the Cross?   There is no reparation for sins since Calvary!  John 19:30.  These words appear to reflect the content of the dogmas of Medieval Catholicism not Apostolic Christianity, nor even modern post Vatican 2 Catholicism!
Lucia also records that the vision said, “Most Holy Trinity I adore you, my God, my God, I love you in the most blessed sacrament……..O my Jesus, pardon us, save us from the fires of hell.  Lead all souls to heaven, especially those in most need.”   Later Popes would identify the sins as being, “acts of injustice, and a lack of charity towards the poor, widows and orphans, the ignorant and the helpless”.

Once again I am being “picky”, because we are ordered to be so, 1 John 4:1ff.  This is simply not an apostolic or biblical prayer, even to the address “my Jesus”.   Also the point must be made that we do not “love the Lord in the Bread and wine”, but in his place in our life, and as Creator, Saviour and King, seated at the right hand of the Father in Majesty! 

The Lord Jesus himself tells the disciples how to pray.  Matthew 6:9-13.  Prayer is addressed to “Our Father”, the Almighty God our Heavenly Father, in the name of the only Saviour, our Lord Jesus Christ.   He adds to this early teaching many things recorded in John chapters 14-16 especially, but also in many other places.  Even Thomas, who was used to calling Jesus as “Jesus”, dropped to his knees seeing the Lord after His Resurrection and said, “My Lord and my God”.  John 20:28-31.  
It is as if this visionary creature the children sees doesn't know, or want to emphasize the words of Jesus before, or after the Cross and Resurrection!  There is nothing in the words given to the children that takes us back to the words of the real historic Jesus who ministered and died, let alone the words of the risen Lord Jesus after his resurrection.
 The three cousins Lucia, Jacinta, and Francisco were all under nine years of age and so we know they are under God’s grace, and forgiveness for anything like the deception that may have been practiced here.   They didn't know the Holy Scripture, only the stories told by the priest and the things they saw in the statues in the local churches.  Their salvation and heavenly destiny is assured if there is any deception here, for they were guiltless of any malice or fraud; they just reported what they had seen.   Jesus strongest words are directed at those (man or demon) who deceives, abuses or hurts children in any way, and we can be sure these little girls went to the arms of the real Jesus.  Matthew 19:13ff.

Two died shortly afterwards in the flu epidemic of 1918, having announced before the epidemic begins, that the vision had told them they would “go to heaven” shortly, but that Lucia would live long.   Lucia did indeed live long, living as a nun until 2005, and she died at age 97.  The children recognized the vision of the being as looking like the local statues of the Virgin Mary, and her title was later announced as, “Our Lady of Fatima”, or “Our Lady of the Holy Rosary of Fatima”.

Two million pilgrims visited the hastily erected ‘shrine” by the late 1920s.  The present enormous church was erected in the 1930s, with the money that poured in from pilgrims and sales of “holy water” from the well where the first angelic being appeared. The two dead children were interred there in the church and the papal blessing given by Pius XII on 13 May 1946.   Some subsequent Popes have blessed the site, and recognized the vision as real and worship at the site has been “officially” sanctioned, even if the content of the visions is not fully accepted by the Vatican.  
Pope John Paul II dedicated the whole world to the Virgin Mary in 1984.   It is not clear whether this means her protection, or her ownership, and many things surrounding Fatima are left very vague at this point.   Matthew 4:8-10 challenges the whole concept of Mary’s ownership of the world, for she is in heaven with all the saints, and she is cheering us on, as are all the saints.   Hebrews 12:1.   We must be very careful here – the Lord Jesus Rules in heaven and will rule over the earth and He alone rules as Saviour, Lord and King.
Three visions were given to the girls – with three sets of instructions to be followed through upon by them, and all others in the entire world.  These were announced as world saving or world losing/destroying visions.
1.
Vision of Hell – 13 July 1917.   
Remedy – the children are told to pray for the souls of those in hell to release them.
2.
Russia was to become the source of great evil that would affect the whole world.
Within a month of the last vision, in November that year the Russian revolution occurs and Russia disappears under evil communism until the 1990s when the system collapses.  
Remedy – the children were to dedicate Russia to the “Immaculate heart of Mary”.   She would defeat the evils of communism and atheism in Russia and stop the world’s slide into evil from the “infection and corruption” that would flow from Russia. 
Lucia reported that the being in the vision, “told us that God had chosen to use Russia as the instrument of chastisement to punish the whole world if we did not, by our prayers, and sacrifices, obtain conversion of Russia to the Catholic faith - if my requests are not granted Russia will spread her errors throughout the world raising up wars and persecutions against the Church, the good will be martyred, the Holy Father will have much to suffer, various nations will be annihilated.”
3.
The “secret” vision of the death of a future Pope and Religious Leaders.   This last vision was only released by the Vatican on 26 June 2000.  It foretold the death of a future Pope and other world religious leaders. The vision unfolds with the appearance of an angel with flaming sword who comes upon the earth calling for “Penance, penance, penance”.  The Virgin Mary with power flowing from her right hand then stills the angel and the vision unfolded from there.    
The children saw the vision of the later Pope and other world religious leaders who were in a procession under great suffering and duress, and they climb a blasted hill through a ruined city, praying over the corpses there for the souls of the dead lying around the streets.  As the Pope and the other religious leaders pray at the foot of a roughly made cross at the top of the hill they are killed by a group of soldiers by “bullets and arrows”.    Angels take the blood of these martyrs to heaven.   
Remedy The called for remedy is unclear – it would appear to be the call to the Catholic Church world wide to preach the devotion of all to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, who is the one with the heavenly power.
Is this last vision an advance preparation for the events described in Revelation 17-18, when so called “Ecclesiastical Babylon” is destroyed by the evil world ruler, the so called “Anti-Christ”?   As interpreted in a pre-tribulational literal hermeneutics, Revelation paints a picture of the last days before the Lord’s return, of organized religious groups, probably under a Pope figure, supporting the Anti-Christ, who thoroughly deceives them and their followers.  At the point that the Anti-Christ sets up his idol in the temple in Jerusalem the “gloves are off” and he executes all religious leaders and slaughters their followers.  At that point he murders all who do not then worship him alone.   At that point all followers of all religions realize too late that they have been “used” by the evil one, and they all die martyr’s deaths.
If the Pre-Tribulational interpretation of Scripture is correct, then this vision given to the girls will physically occur, for we have it described by Daniel and Revelation, but a question remains.   In the form this “revelation” comes to the girls, does it have deceptive purposes for the middle days of the Tribulation period?  Is this the satanic way of preparing the ground for his later actions?   
At that mid-point in the Tribulation period the world ruler/Anti-Christ sets up his own statue in the rebuilt temple in Jerusalem and all other religions are persecuted from that point onwards.

If this vision from Fatima is accepted by the majority as “true”, then the Anti-Christ figure can say at the time of launching his great and world wide persecution of all religion, “all this was seen by the girls at Fatima and its ok, these religious people had to go, they didn't get the real truth so I killed them, they deceived you all, but I am still god, and I am still in control, and so worship me alone now”.   
As it is the Pope has interpreted this last prophetic word as fulfilled by the attempted assassination of the Pope in St Peter’s square. 
HISTORIC WAY-POINTS SINCE 1917
1952 – Pius XII said of Mary, “The gates of hell will never prevail where she offers her protection.  She is the good mother, the mother of all, and it has never been heard that those who seek her protection, will not receive it….  Error and atheism will be overcome with her assistance and divine grace.”  
2010 – Benedict XVI stated that he believed in the “triumph of the Immaculate Heart of Mary relating it to the final glory of the Most Holy Trinity.”  What “holy trinity” is he speaking of here.  There is no Holy Spirit mentioned, except as a spirit of God, but increasingly it appears to be for some, “Father, Mother and Son”.
2017 – The 100th anniversary from May to October.
TESTING ALL VISIONS ACCORDING TO PROPHETIC RULES (DOCTRINE BELOW).
1 John 4:1-4 is always to be applied to all angelic and human visions; they are to be tested as to “origin” by reference to the Scriptures alone.
What is seen is to be tested against real historic fact in the revelation of the activities of the Lord and the Apostles, (the Gospel events and events occurring as the church is established in Acts) and other clear biblical teaching.  Jude 3.
The key passage for us is always Matthew 7:13-23.  Of all movements, and statements we ask about the result of “faith/belief in them” in the lives of those affected-influenced by them.   Is the “fruit” of the visions/events godly, or does it lead people away from biblical truth, biblical revelation, and genuine biblical salvation?

We need always to ask of all prophetic-visionary revelation, if this is believed and acted upon, what will happen to the churches by way of mission activity, and what will not happen?  What biblical truth is lost or obscured by this, or what is amplified and brought to the front of the minds of all?

The two biblical “Doctrines” below are the relevant ones to study and apply when we face the Fatima Visions/appearances.  There is no doubt that they are real spiritual appearances, as the girls genuinely saw the visions/appearances, and so the content of the visions are to be judged for origin by their “fruit”, and it is all open to scrutiny in this case.  Is this the cleverest satanic deception for the last days or a genuine call to arms for the churches?
THE THREE VISIONS.

The first vision of hell is clearly deceptive, and a deviation from scripture, as once people have died rejecting the Lord as their Saviour there are no prayers for them, for their fate eternally is settled by their life time of multiple choices to reject the claims of the Lord, their Creator and Saviour upon them.  To ask for prayers for the dead is to waste time, and teach a “second chance” gospel that is biblically without warrant, and so deemed to be dangerous and “false”.  This undermines the importance of evangelism and could be seen as a definite satanic strategy.  This fact will be reinforced by papal statements in 2017.
The second vision covers prophetically the reality of the impact of communism, and certainly was semi-accurately foretold, although Communism collapses in Russia due to the actions of a protestant president of the USA, not any Catholic involvement, nor impact of Catholic or Marian “evangelism” by devotion to the rosary.   Is the vision referring to the yet future actions of the Iranian and Southern Russian confederacy invasion of the Middle East as described in Ezekiel 38-39?   The approximate accuracy of the prophetic words would give them credence to many, and possibly open the door to an increased “authority” of those who teach these visions are “vital for mankind’s survival”, especially in the eyes of those who do not read the Holy Scriptures thoroughly.   
A Pre-Tribulational view of Daniel, Ezekiel 38-39, Matthew 24, Luke 21, and Revelation, indicate that the Fatima teachings may be very sinister indeed, but few today study these books with a literal hermeneutic.   If people have been brought up in any church where there is no expectancy that biblical prophecy is to be literally fulfilled, then the acceptance of the truth of the Fatima visions would open them to deception that could prove fatal to their faith, life, or both. 
The instructions of the “being” in the vision are not biblical in the slightest. Remember the vision appears to be female, but if it is angelic/demonic that is simply the “appearance, not the reality.   Remember also, the rosary was only introduced into medieval Catholicism from the Arab Moslem world, and has no part in apostolic faith or practise.   The doctrine of Mary as “Mother of God” has been controversial from its entry into the post-apostolic Roman Church’s history, and the “Immaculate Conception of Mary”, her “Immaculate Heart”, and described position as “Queen of Heaven” are modern inventions from the 1850s, the 1870s with only some Pope’s support of them afterwards.   

These titles used, “our Mother”, or “Mother/Queen of Heaven”, are also sadly pagan titles of the demon-queens of the goddesses from the pagan past and they openly appear in Jeremiah’s day.   Check any biblical Concordance for references.   The worship of the “queen of heaven” was a sign of Israel’s apostacy at the time, and the people of Israel were judged by their offering of grain, wine and cakes to the “queen of heaven”.   Jeremiah 7:18, 44:17-25.   
We are rightly to be nervous when phrases used of the real and blessed Mary, the greatest of all women, are those condemned as pagan in the Scriptures.   Mary is to be honoured, and she cannot be biblically honoured by assigning to her titles condemned as dangerously pagan 600 years before her birth!
The real Mary, the mother of the humanity of our Lord, was a great believer, an amazing woman of faith, who is certified by Scripture as the greatest of all women who ever lived!  Mary is truly the “Mother of the Faithful”, for she is the perfect mentor for all women as to her obedience and devotion.  She is the greatest of all women ever, and her obedience to the angelic messages regarding her pregnancy opens the door to the birth of the Lord Jesus and the eventual removal of the cost of the Fall that Eve and Adam began.   She is the Second Eve indeed, and through the Lord Jesus what Adam and Eve lost is restored with grace abundantly!  Mary is to be honoured!  She prays for us and cheers us on every day from heaven, with all the other saints.  We have the Scripture telling us that Hebrews 12:1-2.
Mary is however not to be worshipped – and she is not to be disgraced by titles that are always in biblical history pagan rather than godly!   The title “Our Lady” is sadly the ancient pagan title for the goddesses (read demons) Semiramis, Diana, Rhea, Artemis, and Astarte in the past and this title has the “feel” of some very evil origins, and has been in past history intimately involved in pagan religious worship of the demonic in the fertility religions that are satanic in origin.  
Alexander Hislop’s Book, “The Two Babylons”, while going way too far in places with its Anti-Catholicism, accurately traces the origins of much of the idolatry and Mariolatry of the Medieval Catholic church to its clear pagan source.  In our “Google Days” it provides a good single source of references to the statues from the ancient world that can be searched and identified, and with all his references easily and quickly checked.  Pagan titles dishonour the historic Mary, who is to be seen biblically as our mentor, and the mother of all who live in faith!
The vision of “our lady of Fatima” was, as described by the girls, of a very “Diana/Artemis” type woman, blond, blue eyed, blue robed, beautiful, and radiating light, with the pagan “nimbus” of light around the head, signifying the pagan sun-god.    The vision appears like all the late medieval Roman Catholic statues, and like the earlier “Madonna and Child” statues from the pagan past, and the beautiful goddess statues of the pagan Roman and Greek periods.   
This is not anything like the Jewish earthly mother of the humanity of the Lord Jesus!   Its’ appearance has clear similarities to all the beautiful pagan goddesses of the ancient world of all the ancient cultures.   All the alarm bells are ringing here!  This is not the historic Mary of the Holy Scriptures and Early Church History.
Note “her” reported words above, and check the websites for others, and you will look in vain for any reference to the genuine Gospel Message of salvation.  You will find lots of references to religious practices that enter Catholicism in the later Medieval period; rosaries, masses for the dead, prayers for the dead, prayers for those caught in purgatory or hell, prayers for peace when Jesus words are clear that there will be “wars and rumours of wars until the end”…..

Assess these visions/appearances and the later ones in Croatia in 1981 in terms of the following two biblical doctrines.
DOCTRINE OF PROPHECY

1. 
The gift of prophecy and the office of the prophet are distinguished in Scripture. In the Old Testament there were those who had the office of prophet, and served in an official capacity within the worship system of Israel but there were also those who at times were given the gift of prophecy to give a special prophecy even though they were not full time prophets. Elijah was a man with the office and the gift, where-as David had the gift at times but not the office.

2. 
The roles of the person with the office of prophet were many and varied:

(a) - Aaron was a preacher Exodus 7:1

(b) - In Nehemiah's time the prophet-preacher had a role to exegete the Word of God clearly so that the people would know the truth. Nehemiah 6:7, Hosea 6:5.

(c) - As revivalists they were to call people to repentance. Judges 6:7-12, Zechariah 7:7-12.

(d) - They were to oppose apostasy, so that those who were likely to be misled by a false teacher would have no excuse. 1 Kings 18:36-39, 40, 2 Chronicles 25:15 Ezekiel 2:5, 2 Kings 20:11. 

(e) - They were encouragers of the people. Ezra 5:2.

(f) - They were sometimes song/worship leaders for the people. 1 Samuel 10:5.

(g) -They led in prayer at worship. 2 Chronicles 32:20.

(h) - They were the advisers to the kings and they were associated with coronations. 1 Samuel 10:1, 1 Kings 11:28, 29, 2 Kings 9:1-6, 2 Chronicles 12:5, 2 Chronicles 12:6, 15:2-7.

(i) - They were spiritual advisers or seers for the kings; they "saw" the immediate future and so were able to advise the kings of the right decisions. 1 Samuel 9:9, 2 Samuel 24:11, 1 Chronicles 21:9, 24:29, 2 Chronicles 19:2, 33:18, 2 Kings 17:13, Isaiah 29:10,  

(j) - They were fore-tellers of significant future events. 2 Samuel 7:5-16, Amos  9:11, Isaiah 9:6,7, Isaiah 53, Ezekiel 34:22ff, Micah 5:2, Daniel 9:26, Zechariah 13:8, Joel, Zechariah 14, and many more. 

(k) - God intended them to be the shepherds and vine-dressers of the nation. As such they were to be the type of Christ who is referred to in the Old Testament as "the great prophet". Deuteronomy 18:15-19, Zechariah 13:5,6, Matthew 21:11, Luke 7:16, 8:18-20, 24:19,23-26, John 7:40,41.

3. 
The Methodology of the prophets. There was no "set" formula for the prophets to follow, but certain things were established as "tests" for the people to be sure the prophet and “prophetic word” was genuine.

(a) - The prophet had to have a spiritual life witness that was like Moses. Deuteronomy 34:10-12.

(b) - God spoke to the prophets by dreams and visions. God spoke to Moses face to face but he was an exception. Numbers 12:6-7.

(c) - The prophet had to be totally confident of his/her message, as he/she was judged by God if there was any falsehood in it. 1Kings 22:13,14, 2 Kings 5:8.

(d) - There were to be no secret prophecies, everything was to be open and clear, so that all the people might be warned of God. Jeremiah 23:25-29.

(e) - The prophet had to be specific in his/her message and had to be obeyed literally. 2 Kings 5:10-19, note especially verse 13.

4. 
There were always false prophets; in fact the great prophets of the Old Testament were always outnumbered by false prophets in their own day. Jeremiah 2:8, Ezekiel 13:1-23.

Our Lord warned us that there will always be false prophets about. Matthew 7:15-23.    These words by the Lord are sobering indeed and are to be heeded in the Fatima situation – as the “fruit” of the vision’s acceptance is to be tested.
Note. The Lord's Words here in that the personal walk of the prophet is to be paid attention to, and that “person” here is the angelic being who appears. 

No spiritual fruit in their life = no truth in their words.

God allows the false prophets to operate without immediate judgment upon them, so that believers of all ages, like the Exodus Generation, are always presented with an obedience test.   We are always challenged by truth/Falsehood -  to see whether we will obey the Scriptures or follow our own lusts to judgement.

False prophets will abound at times of poor Bible teaching. Weeds only grow in poorly cared for soil. Hosea 4:5,6, 9:7,8.

5. 
Tests that believers must apply when confronting a person claiming the gift of prophecy, and applied to every “prophetic word” spoken also.

(a) - The words of the prophet will never contradict the Word of God. Jeremiah 23:33-36, 2 Peter 2:1-3, 1Corinthians 14:32.

(b) - The prophet will never call people away from genuine worship of God. Deuteronomy 13:1-5.

(c) - The prophet will always be specific and the prophecy will be able to be tested. Deuteronomy 18:20-22, Jeremiah 28:9.

(d) - Any prophet who asked for money was to be treated as false.  Jeremiah 8:10.

(e) - Any prophet who was a drunkard was to be treated as false. Micah 2:11.

(f) - Any unconfessed sin of envy, jealousy, strife, etc in their life, they were false! Jeremiah 23:11.

(g) - If they were found only in groups they were probably false, as God's prophets were men alone. 1 Kings 22:5-8, 18:22.

(h) - Does the prophecy accord with Scripture (this is more than just not contradict) especially in this case above in terms of the Gospel message? 1 Corinthians 14:37-38, 2 Kings 23:2. 

Apply Point 5 above especially to the Visions of Fatima, and I would argue that whether we are Pre-Tribulation, or theologically reject literal hermeneutics, that we will all conclude these visions are worrying and violate nearly all points above.

BIBLICAL VIEWPOINT ON “RELIGION” AS AGAINST RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LORD JESUS CHRIST BY FAITH THROUGH GRACE.
1. 
Satan's religion is a humanly acceptable one: no sin, no judgement, no Saviour needed, and either no Hell, or one that the “prayers of the saints” could deliver you from later on. Luke 16:19-31.  Satan appears as an angel of light, and his angels (demons) resemble the pagan “gods” and often counterfeit “light”. (2 Corinthians 11:13-19, 26.)   He always pushes an “alternative policy” to that revealed in Holy Scripture.  He wants people without any second chance at all to believe that they will have one – then they will have no worries…. And join him in eternal judgment, that they think either doesn't exist, or that they can escape.  
2. 
Many pastors in the churches are servants of Satan's policy, knowingly or unknowingly by teaching nonsense. (Isaiah 30:12, Jeremiah 2:8, 2 Peter 2:1-10)

3. 
Satan's strategy towards unbelievers is to keep them blinded to the true gospel message, thinking it is unnecessary or exaggerated in its demand for salvation before death. (John 3:16-36, Acts 4:12, 2 Corinthians 4:3-4, Colossians 2:8, 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10.)

4. 
Satan's strategy towards believers is:- 

a)    To confuse by false teaching. (Matthew 7:15, Romans 16:18)

b)    To appeal to pride. (2 Corinthians 10:12)

c)    To promote idolatry. (Habakkuk 2:18,19)

d)    To promote legalism. (1 Timothy 1:7-8)

5. 
Satan's policy calls for counterfeit faith that doesn't save, but holds people in deception until they drop into Hell itself:- 

a)  Counterfeit gospel. (2 Corinthians 11:3-4)

b)  Counterfeit pastors. (2 Corinthians 11:13-15)

c)  Counterfeit communion. (1 Corinthians 10:19-21)

d)  Counterfeit doctrine. (2 Timothy 4:1)

e)  Counterfeit righteousness. (Matthew 19:16-28)

f)   Counterfeit way of life. (Matthew 23)

g)  Counterfeit power. (2 Thessalonians 2:8-10)

h)  Counterfeit gods. (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4)

THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS OF THE FATIMA VISIONS 12-13 MAY 2017
Pope Francis has put all his considerable energy and intellect into the repackaging of the Fatima Phenomenon as a crucial part of Catholic Dogma at the 100th anniversary of these apparitions.   The “apparitions” are now openly accepted by the Vatican and certified as real, with the canonization of the two children who died being completed on the 100th Anniversary, and the process for the canonization of Lucia well advanced.

Pope Francis has been careful to mix his words in each speech given on Fatima, and he is presenting two viewpoints of Mary in these, allowing each wing of Catholicism to be able to take some of his words to support themselves.   Many remain uncomfortable with the thought of Mary being spoken of as almost divine, as “mother of God”.

Pope Francis has been as careful as we would expect of a well trained Jesuit and he has covered each base well, but we are left with the truth being lost, for he has skillfully moved the discussion away from the content of the “apparitions” and made them to be generic and spiritual, and all prophetic words received fulfilled and so able to be put aside.

Let us look at his words as reported by Vatican Radio and study them carefully to see the direction he is guiding the Roman Catholic Church, for it affects future discussions of all church union.

The first, and crucial point about the Pope’s words is that he accepts that the apparition is truly of Mary the earthly mother of the humanity of the Lord Jesus, rather than challenging this on the basis of the words spoken and the appearance of the “woman” in the vision.  Having accepted the apparitions as of the real Mary, from Heaven, he doesn't quote the words of the “being”, rather he focused the discussion upon the proper attitude towards Mary by all believers.  The early part of the week leading to the Fatima event highlighted important points.
8 May 2017.
Pope Francis preaching at morning Mass at Casa Santa Marta Chapel challenged all to open their hearts to new things, and not try to lock the future into the past.    He noted, “the phrase, ‘It has always been done like this’, shuts and resists the Holy Spirit, and this kills freedom, kills joy, kills fidelity to the Holy Spirit who always acts in advance and carries the church forward”……..  “Faith, he stressed, never changes, it is always the same.  But it broadens and grows into a movement….the Pope concluded urging those present to ask for the grace of discernment in order not to mistake the path and be trapped in immobility, rigidity and closing of the heart.”

9 May 2017.
He calls the faithful to “Receive the Word with docility”.  “The first path in the journey of docility is therefore to receive the Word which opens the heart.  The second path is to know the Word, to know Jesus, who says, ‘my sheep listen to my voice’, I know them and they follow me’.  Then there is the third path, familiarity with the Word, to always bring the Word with us.  To read it, to open our hearts to the Lord, open our hearts to the Spirit who makes us understand the Word.  And the fruit of this, to receive the Word, to understand the Word, to take it with us, to have this familiarity with the Word, is a great fruit.  A person who does this displays goodness, kindness, joy, peace, self control and meekness”.
11 May 2017.
At the morning homily at Mass Pope Francis spoke of the “journey to salvation”, “a journey populated by saints and sinners on the road towards fullness, towards the encounter with the Lord.”
 “Each of us is on the way to the fullness of our own time.  Each of us will reach the moment in which life ends and we must find the Lord. Each of us is on the go…”   Sadly it is too late to “find the Lord” at that point, but this is the reminder that Catholic dogma preaches a second chance gospel message, by rosaries, masses, vigils and pilgrimages to secure a soul’s release from hell…..   It was a portent of the things to come on the Pope’s pilgrimage to Fatima.
11 May 2017.
Mary is spoken of as the “silent woman in the Gospels, who reflects on every word and situation she observes.  Mary offers an alternative female presence of calm and perseverance.   Mary does not get depressed before the difficulty of life, nor does she protest violently against a hostile fate….”
Francis described a graying woman from Nazareth watching her son in the moment of need.  “Mary is there, faithfully present, every time there is a candle to keep alight in a place of mist and fog,” He said.  Remember John’s Gospel, Chapter 19:25-30, John tells how he led the Lord’s mother Mary away from the Cross to his home, and then he returns to witness the last events.
Mary is “the Mother of Hope”.   “This is why we love her as a mother.  Because she teaches us the virtue of patience, even when everything seems devoid of meaning.  May Mary, the Mother that Jesus gifted to us all, guide our footsteps in moments of hardship.”
12 May 2017.
Francis greeted pilgrims, Vatican radio announced, “before the great vigil that would begin with the recitation of the Rosary led by the Holy Father himself.”   He referred to the pilgrimage as one of “hope and peace”.   “May she the loving and solicitous Mother of the needy obtain for them the Lord’s blessing.”   (Mary having the grace and power/position to get prayers answered for us, not just with us praying in the Lord’s name as he told us!)
“On this Friday evening he noted that Mary fulfilled the blessing of Numbers 6:24-26, and noted, “No other creature every basked in the light of God’s face as did Mary; she in turn gave a human face to the Son of the Eternal Father.”   Quoting Paul VI, he noted “with Christ and Mary we abide in God…… indeed if we want to be Christian we must be Marian; in a word, we have to acknowledge the essential, vital and providential relationship uniting Our Lady to Jesus, a relationship that opens before us to way leading to him.”

“Each time we recite the Rosary, in this holy place or anywhere else, the Gospel enters anew into the life of individuals, families, peoples and the entire world.”  He then speaks totally true statements about the penalty for sin being taken by Jesus, but then after a discussion of justice and tenderness he goes on…. “this is what makes the ecclesial community look to Mary as a model of evangelization…..With Mary, may each of us become a sign and sacrament of the mercy of God, who pardons always and pardons everything.”

He finished the message with the words,  “hand in hand with the Virgin Mother, and under her watchful gaze, may we come to sing with joy the mercies of the Lord, and cry out, ‘my soul sings to you Lord!’  The mercy you have shown to all your saints and all your faithful people, you have also shown to me.  Out of the pride of my heart, I went astray, following my own ambitions and interests, without gaining any crown of glory!  My one hope of glory Lord is this, that your Mother will take me in her arms, shelter me beneath her mantle, and set me close to your heart. Amen.”
At the chapel of the apparitions later at night Cardinal Parolin spoke, reminding the pilgrims, that in the apparitions, “Our Lady instructed the shepherd children to tell the world to convert and pray for peace.”   “What does Fatima ask of us?  Perseverance in the consecration (of the world) to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, shown daily by the recitation of the Rosary.  And what if, despite our prayers, wars continue?  Even though immediate results may not be evident, let us persevere in prayer. Prayer is never useless.  Sooner of later it will bear fruit.”

How can Mary be the “Mother of Evangelism”?   She does not appear as an active player in Acts, where the pattern for New Testament evangelism is set.  In what way can saying the Rosary be seen as “evangelism”?  In what way is prayer to her seen as evangelism?  If people do these things, rather than share the gospel message with others, who is the winner?  How dangerous are these pleasant things that Pope Francis and his team are saying?

13 May 2017.  
At the canonization Mass for Francisco and Jacinta the Pope spoke, saying that the “Virgin Mary introduced (them) into the immense ocean of God’s light and taught (them) to adore him.”    From our study above, this is to ignore the actual words of the apparition and give them the best possible meaning!

“We have a Mother, so beautiful a Lady, as the seers of Fatima said to one another as they returned home on that blessed day of 13 May one hundred years ago.”   “Fatima is more than anything this mantle of light that protects us, here as in almost no other place on earth.   We need but take refuge under the protection of the Virgin Mary and to ask her, as the Salve Regina (Queen of Salvation); show unto us…Jesus…   Dear pilgrims we have a Mother….”

“When Jesus ascended to heaven he brought to the Heavenly Father our humanity, which he assumed in the womb of the Virgin Mary and will never forsake.   Like an anchor, let us fix our hope on that humanity, seated in heaven at the right hand of the Father.   May this hope guide our lives!   It is a hope that sustains us always, to our dying breath.”

“Confirmed in this hope, we have gathered here to give thanks for the countless graces bestowed over these last 100 years.  All of them passed beneath the mantle of light that Our Lady has spread over the four corners of the earth,….with Mary’s protection may we be for our world sentinels of the dawn, contemplating the true face of Jesus the Saviour, resplendent at Easter.   Thus may we rediscover the young and beautiful face of the church, which shines forth when she is missionary, welcoming, free, faithful, poor in means and rich in love….”

My Appeal

Reflect deeply upon the events at Fatima 100 years ago, and all other appearances of angels, and test them and their teachings by the Scriptures alone.   Deceptions will increase and false prophets will increase as we draw nearer the end of days, for we have the Lord’s warning about this.    Let us be discerning – and that means, let us be biblical.  
Let us honour the real Mary who cheers us on from the stands of heaven Hebrews 12:1ff.   Let us not be deceived, and let our voices not be silent if others are walking into eternal judgment through their acceptance of satanic deception. 
We must be incredibly careful when we are encouraged by men or angels or demons to do things contrary to the clear teaching of Scripture.   Galatians 1:6-9.    It is grave error to fail to follow our Lord’s instructions, or those of the Apostles regarding evangelism.  Jude 3.
 It is not Mary’s help, nor the Apostles, also in heaven help that man needs, it is acceptance alone of the completed work of Jesus for their sins.   It is Jesus help we need and that comes through his fellowship with us and the Holy Spirit’s power within us.  Ephesians 5:18, Revelation 3:15-20.  

Mary applauds all work done by believers in the filling of the Holy Spirit, and she cheers us on with all the apostles, and with all who have died in faith, (Hebrews 12:1-2) but she is not special queen of heaven, nor the queen of our salvation – there is only the King of kings and the Lord of all lords– Jesus!   
We are as members of his body the Church called the “Bride of Christ” (Revelation 21-22) – this has one clear meaning - the Church is the “queen of heaven” if such a term be rightly used.  If the true “Bride” of Christ is the Church itself then all other claims are dangerous distractions at best, and dangerous false teaching at worst. 
Refer to the EBCWA Book 148 – “The Church – The Bride of Christ”.
Reflect deeply upon the events at Fatima for they give us a glimpse of where the Roman catholic Church may be heading and it is not a good place, it is a place where emotional ritual replaces truth, and where a demonic apparition is accepted as the most wonderful woman who ever lived, and as a result the real Mary is dishonoured.

Please my dear brethren, let us stick to the Scriptures, and honour Mary as the greatest of all women, and let us uphold the Apostolic Faith, and thereby select the best company for time and eternity.

Dr John C McEwan

MA(Hons), Dip Tchg, PhD, MNZAC, VRD, JP.

Dean, EBCWA
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