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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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ISAIAH

The Prophetic Book about Christ and His Love for His People, and the story of His plan and His power to deliver them, and the essential truth that they needed to see, that deliverance comes in his power alone.

INTRODUCTION

Isaiah’s name means “The Lord is Salvation”. This is the substance of the book; God’s message into the great time of crisis that Isaiah ministers within; that deliverance from the enemy is from God alone. The arm of flesh will fail but the hand of the Lord is always strong to deliver his own. 

Isaiah was born of an aristocratic family on both sides; with his mother and father’s people being either descendents of priests or royalty.  He moved at the top levels of his society from his birth and that was the area of his ministry. He stood at a crossroad in history, when a time of crisis came that could have swept away the entire nations of Israel and Judah. 

The people stood on the brink of the fifth cycle of divine discipline, Leviticus 26, due to their sin of rejection of the Lord’s path for them. Isaiah was God’s prophet of warning to them. He was faithful in his message and the Lord gave him the greatest of revelations since the days of Moses regarding the Messiah who was to come. 

The Lord prepares all of us for our specific and unique ministries, and we are born and born again into a context, both historical and cultural, in which we are called to serve. Isaiah reminds us that we are to seek the Lord’s face about where we minister, and that our background is God ordained and will often provide the clue as to where we are to serve. 

He spoke in the darkest days of the history of the people of God. The Assyrian Empire was at it’s height. They controlled much of the Middle East and were cruel and tyrannical masters of other nations. They practised genocide regularly, deported populations who rebelled and murdered their captives in the most cruel of ways. They practised psychological warfare against those they came against, destroying their will to fight by their great evils well before they besieged a city. 

Isaiah was called to prophetic ministry in 740 BC in the southern kingdom of Judah, the year King Uzziah died. Uzziah had been a great believer in his early days, and a militarily strong king, but walked away in disobedience later, was struck with leprosy, and his son shared a co-regency in his last years. 

Jotham ruled from 750-732 BC, then Ahaz, from 732-715 BC, then Hezekiah from 715-686 BC. The role call of the kings of Judah does not give a sense of awe, for they were weak and carnal men who failed God and chose badly. The days of Isaiah remind us that our destiny rests not in the hands of men but in the hands of God whose plan will work out. 

We are all called to pray for our leadership, and if Isaiah could be obedient to this command then so can we be. He didn’t run them down, he faithfully preached the truth to them; just so we are called to proclaim the Lord’s policy whether the leaders will hear or not, and we are not to be dismayed at their paganism.

To the north in the kingdom of Israel there were a series of palace coups and the kings were evil men, but patriots who hated the Assyrians and were aggressively opposed to the growth of the Assyrian Empire. They were the men of strength and would have been admired by many in the South as they stood against the evil empire, although they themselves practised paganism. They stood for military strength rather than dependence upon almighty God. 

In the south, Ahaz of Judah followed a pro-Assyrian policy, trusting in diplomacy rather than truth and faith. Both policies were wrong and Isaiah found himself standing up and proclaiming the unpopular truth to all. Isaiah’s message was to trust in the Lord  alone, not to any devices and plans of mere men. Isaiah’s days are like our own, and this book reminds us to place our trust in the Lord alone and lean not to our own understanding, but in all ways to acknowledge the Lord, who alone can direct our paths safely in the midst of an evil world.

Ahaz even ignored the Temple itself and through his reign the sacrificial system fell into decay. Genuine worship all but ceased in the land and the great Temple of Solomon itself fell into disrepair and became a junk storage area. The sacrifices may have continued to be offered but the Temple was no longer a glory, it became a disgrace. Under Hezekiah there were reforms and the Temple was cleansed of the filth of the years, and the books of Moses, and likely of David and others were found under the rubbish. 

Under Ahaz Isaiah had been unable to minister fully due to the total rejection of the truth by those in power, but he had maintained his testimony and so under Hezekiah was recalled to lead the revival in the face of an Assyrian invasion of the land. Isaiah led the great revival during the year long siege of Jerusalem and the people were saved by the Lord’s divine deliverance.

Isaiah ministered to Hezekiah faithfully throughout his reign and saw the king’s days lengthened by God, but also saw his evil son come to power. Hezekiah’s son Manasseh did great evil in his early reign and martyred the old prophet by having him sawn in half. Hebrews 11:37. 

Can we say that Isaiah was blessed? This man challenges us to examine the service of the Lord, just as Hebrews chapter eleven challenges us to look at what “blessing” really is. Isaiah was blessed by the Lord and in heaven received great reward and will enjoy them forever, but in time he suffered and endured a painful death as a sacrifice to truth in a day where truth was not valued. 

From God’s perspective he was honoured with the martyr’s crown, and the testimony of his life and death may have finally led Manasseh himself to repentance. Isaiah certainly challenges the falsity of the “prosperity gospel” so called!

ATTACKS UPON THE AUTHORSHIP OF THE BOOK OF ISAIAH

Since the 1770s there has been sustained attack upon the unity of the book, with the German critics arguing that chapters 1 – 39 and 40 – 66 are two separate books, with at least two authors. The second part of the book they ascribe to an author they called, “Deutero-Isaiah”. The Isaiah scroll, discovered at Qumran, dates from at least 100BC, and is a unified document, nor is there any Jewish tradition other than that Isaiah is one book. 

The pagan German “critics” produced a philosophy of theology that led to Nietzsche and directly to Nazism with it’s anti-Semitism. Their views and their legacy betray their source! There never was historical evidence of two Isaiahs. The two sections of the book differ in style because of their different purpose; the later part of the book are a series of collected sermons and so their style differs from the early section. 

What the critics cannot stand and must explain is predictive prophecy. In Isaiah 44:26-28 there is specific reference to Cyrus of Persia. If Isaiah wrote this around 700 BC, his occurs several hundred years before Cyrus reigns over the Persian Empire, and is something that the pagan Germans could not allow, for they rejected all reference to the miraculous, in both Old and New Testaments. 

Our position is that prophetic truth is to be expected from the God who rules over history, and in this book the presence of predictive history is to be seen as “normal”, given the supernatural deliverance of the people during this time directly by the hand of God. God moves in history, and saves or judges his people. 

It is of note that the Germany people were judged twice with destruction and defeat within 150 years of their acceptance of the evils of so called “higher criticism”. Do not be misled by this apparent “scholarly” viewpoint, for it reflects a deviousness in logic that ignores the testimony of history and rejects the supernatural as real. 

Our faith is an historical faith and a supernatural faith! The god of the liberal “critics” has never existed and their views were spun by deists in the university towns of Germany, not through any knowledge of biblical archaeology or biblical faith. [Refer to commentaries on this book for full discussions of the various positions.] 

The New Testament writers clearly believed in one Isaiah and the Lord quotes from both sections referring to the one author. It was a key book for the early church, as they saw in it the revelation of the Lord and the message of hope under great pressure. Isaiah was the great Prophet of the past and the church looked to him, as also did Ezekiel and Jeremiah a century later, as setting the standard of the classic prophet, as both fore-teller and forth-teller. 

As you will see below the book does not fall into two sections, but into three with the third being a prose section binding the other two. The themes of the book are unified and speak of God’s work amongst his people as part of his plan, and the importance of, what we would call, “walking in the Spirit”. The book details the plan of God and the need for all men to walk in obedience to the plan, or face the consequences of disobedience; failure to fulfil their purpose upon the earth, and judgment in eternity. 

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF ISAIAH

(Following Dr J Vernon McGee – Thru the Bible Radio Commentary)

SECTION 1
CHAPTERS 1- 35 (POETRY SECTION)

THE REVELATION OF THE SOVEREIGN KING UPON THE THRONE OF HEAVEN AND EARTH

Uzziah has died but the Lord almighty reigns over all of history. When his man dies the plan continues, because it does not depend upon frail and foolish men but upon the character of God. 

	CHAPTERS
	TOPIC

	1
	God as judge of the court of heaven gives out his charges against the evil of the nation of Israel.

	2
	God gives prophetic history of Judah and the city of Jerusalem.

	3
	The present situation in Judah and Jerusalem before Isaiah starts preaching.

	4
	Preview of the future – God has a plan and obedience begins participation in that plan.

	5
	Parable of the Vineyard – and woes predicted if they will not repent. Echoes of Moses and John 15.

	6
	Isaiah’s call and commission as a prophet, underlining the need for certainty in each call to preach and lead.

	7-10
	Numerous predictions of the prophetic future of man’s kingdoms in relation to Israel and God’s plan.

	11-12
	The final stage of this world’s history in God’s plan – The Millennial Kingdom.

	13-14
	The history in advance (prophecies concerning) of the kingdoms of Babylon.

	15-16
	The prophetic history of Moab.

	17
	The prophetic history of the kingdom of Damascus.

	18
	The prophetic history of the Kingdom of the Rivers of Ethiopia.

	19-20
	The prophetic history of Egypt.

	21
	Babylon, Edom and Arabia.

	22
	The Valley of Vision.

	23
	The prophetic history of  the kingdom of Tyre.

	24-34
	The policy, process, and program by which the throne of the Lord is established upon the earth. All prophetic history is moving towards the climax of history, which is the Lord’s rule over the earth, before the earth and the universe itself is replaced with the new heavens and earth. Isaiah’s visions cover all of time future from his day until the end of time and space in this creation.

	35
	The blessings of the Millennial Kingdom of the Lord for mankind at that time.


SECTION 2
PROSE

HISTORIC INFORMATION

This section gives the details of the Assyrian invasion as “a case history” of God’s deliverance. This is a passage of encouragement for all of God’s people when under maximum pressure, to ensure they keep on standing in faith in the plan of God, assured that his will and plan is going to work out.  2 Kings 18-19, 2 Chronicles 29-30.

	CHAPTERS
	TOPIC

	36
	The invasion of Sennacherib King of Assyria and Hezekiah’s response.

	37
	King Hezekiah’s prayer and the destruction of the Assyrian Army.

	38
	Hezekiah’s sickness unto death, his prayer, and his healing.

	39
	His act of arrogant foolishness with the Babylonians.


SECTION 3
POETRY

THE MESSAGES OF SALVATION IN THE LORD ALONE

	CHAPTERS
	TOPIC

	40-48
	Salvation comes only through the Servant of the Lord, not through religious activities.

	49-57
	Salvation comes only through the Suffering Servant

	58-66
	The Glory of God comes through the Suffering Servant


Chapters 49 to 66 can be further subdivide as follows

	SECTIONS
	TOPIC

	49:1-52:12
	God’s Saviour for the whole world is the Suffering Servant

	52:13-53
	He is God’s sacrificial Lamb

	54-57
	He is God’s effective Saviour who gains redemption for all

	58-59
	Sin hinders God’s glory

	60-66
	Redemption and Salvation will come – nothing can stop the victory of God’s servant. Sin will be effectively and finally judged.


There are sixty six direct quotes from Isaiah in the New Testament – it is a vital book for us to understand. It’s themes encompass the entire of human history from it’s own day until the end of the Millennial kingdom. This is a vital book to understand. Let us enter it with anticipation as to what the Holy Spirit will bring to our attention. 1 Peter 1:10-11, 2 Peter 1:19-21.


CHAPTER 53 - HOLY GROUND

Here we have the truth behind the incarnation, the truth of the suffering of the Cross, the truth that was designed to produce faith in the hearts of man, as they believed on the one who the Father had sent in accordance with his eternal plan. John 1:7, 12-13. 

The Lord came for one purpose; he came to die for our sins, in order that we might believe on him and be delivered from the penalty of sin and be restored to the eternal life for which we were designed in the Plan of the Father. John 3:14-18, 36, Romans 10:16-17, 1 Corinthians 1:18-24, Ephesians 1:15-23.

It is a good time now, before we enter this “holy ground”, to reflect upon all that Isaiah has taught about the Lord, and then examine an overview of this chapter specifically. Refer to the study of the two sub sections under CHRIST – TESTIMONIES ABOUT CHRIST IN ISAIAH, and also PROPHETIC PSALMS ABOUT CHRIST, and then look at ISAIAH CHAPTER 53 – SUFFERING OF JESUS CHRIST. We will visit the Bible Topic Book with the Topics at the end of this chapter many times in chapter 53, and as you will see as we advance it is a chapter that cannot be hurried, for it brings us face to face with our Lord in the most powerful way.

1  Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD  revealed?

The entire chapter here builds on the revelation given in chapter 52 verse 14. As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men:  Re-read that verse and remind yourself of the suffering of the Lord as he hung on the cross. Re-read Psalms 22 and reflect on the inner suffering he experienced in his spirit as he hung there. What occurred that terrible, yet glorious day, was so incredible and so amazing in what was achieved that the prophet stands amazed at his prophetic glimpse of the event. Matthew 11:25. 

Who amongst the people has believed this? Who has said “amen” to the gospel message? Isaiah is going to preach the Gospel message directly into this crisis the nation faces with the Assyrians and tells them about the cross and the resurrection, which is their national hope.  The terrible truth that today most don't want to face is the only hope of man.
OUTLINE OF THE CHAPTER – ISAIAH’S GOSPEL MESSAGE
Verses 2-4

the first advent and the Cross.

Verses 5-6

man’s condition and the Cross.

Verses 7-8

the Lord’s trials and the Cross.

Verse 9


his burial and the Cross.

Verse 10

his resurrection and the Cross

Verse 11

the doctrine of salvation and the Cross.

Verse 12

the Lord’s glorification in light of the Cross.

2  For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

Verse two introduces the Lord in his humanity as he grew up in Nazareth with his family, Joseph, Mary and his brothers and sisters. This verse teaches that other than the Temple visits with his parents, shortly after this birth, Luke 2:21-39, and then later when he was twelve, Luke 2:42-50. All the details of these things, including the prophetic words spoken over him by angels and prophets were kept secret by Mary, and she speaks only well after the resurrection, and fully only to Luke. Luke 2:19, 51. 

He did not grow up like the mythic heroes of the Greeks, clearly superior to all around him and head and shoulders above them all. He did not do any childhood miracles, as the fake gospels from the third century argue, the first was at the wedding in Cana in the Galilee, John 2. 

In his humanity he grew. In his deity he always was, but he became man and grew up amongst men and placed himself under discipline to learn like all others, although as the Torah teachers learned he had more wisdom at twelve than they had at seventy. He voluntarily submitted himself to humanity and sets us the example of humility in every step he took as man upon the earth. Refer to the studies of CHRIST:  HUMILIATION AND EXULTATION, and also, CHRIST:  HYPOSTATIC UNION, and then CHRIST:   KENOSIS.  

He grows as a branch of the tree, or vine, of Israel. He came from a spiritually dry place, in the midst of Galilee of the Gentiles, from a city that men associated with evil and carnal pleasure, not spirituality. Jeremiah 23:5-8, Ezekiel 17:22-24, Zechariah 6:12-13, John 1:45-46. 

He lived humbly and was despised as a person of no account, the son of a woman who had been required to marry because she was already pregnant. He was taunted by his people more than he was lauded by them. He humbly continued to serve and fulfil his ministry and sets us the example of perseverance under pressure. Mark 6:3, Luke 2:7, 39-40, 51-52, 9:58. 

He came into the world he created and walked amongst those he had made and yet man as a whole didn’t see him as he was. He wasn’t the image they had of their king and they did not desire him, even though his sole desire was for their salvation. John 1:10-14, 9:28-34, 18:37-40, 19:5-7, 14-16. Refer to the study of CHRIST:  BRANCH.

3  He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

He was despised and rejected (forsaken). By both enemies and friends he was betrayed in the end. The enemies hated and despised him, and his men forsook him and fled. This had also been prophesied by others very fully as we saw in the BTB studies. Psalms 22:6-8, 69:10-12, 19-20, Micah 5:1-2, Zechariah 11:8-13. Then it was completely fulfilled in Matthew 26:56, 67, 74-75, 27:39-44, 63, Mark 9:12, 15:19, Luke 8:53, 9:22, 16:14. He sets us the standard to follow in obedience irrespective of personal cost. Hebrews 12:1-3. 

He was a man of sorrows, and well acquainted with grief. We see this most clearly in the Garden prayer time before his arrest. Matthew 26:36-44, John 17:1-26. To walk close to the Lord is to walk close to tears at times. The closer we are to him the closer we are to seeing the truth about the eternal destiny of the lost, and why he cares so much for them, and seeks their salvation. There is no arrogance in him, nor any hatred towards those who hate him. He weeps over fallen men today as he wept over Jerusalem in his own day. Matthew 23:27-39, Luke 13:34-35.

We hid our faces from him. The prophet records the sadness of the people’s rejection 730 years in advance of it’s fulfilment, but he simply repeats the sad words of Moses from 700 years before himself. Deuteronomy 32:13-21. Also refer to Zechariah 13:7-14, Matthew 27:3-10, John 1:9-11, Acts 3:12-26. The nation did not give him the esteem that he deserved but the remnant did, and they were saved and went on to form the church. Acts 4:12. 

4  Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

Isaiah bursts out his testimony to the Lord as he sees the truth of the incarnation and cross all those years in advance. He sees the truth and praises God for his work in advance. This is the standard for us to follow; if we have the promise of the Lord’s advent, and we are to celebrate it in advance and enjoy the Lord’s future work in advance, and praise him for his future glory now, just as we praise him for his past work now. 

The Lord has announced the truth well in advance so that we can praise him in advance and enjoy praising the Lord now, at the point of fulfilment of the prophetic truth, and then forever. Matthew 8:14-17. He became the true mediator of the healing power of God to deal with sin, sickness and death. Refer to the BTB for the study on CHRIST: MEDIATORSHIP. Galatians 3:13-14, Hebrews 9:27-28, 1 Peter 2:24, 3:18-20, 1 John 2:2. 

The assessment of the Lord by the unbelievers amongst the nation was that the Lord was under the judgment of God and therefore not the Messiah at all. They believed he was cursed, and evil rather than good and holy and their rightful King and Lord. The evidence was clear that he was the king and lord of all but the officials of the nation refused to believe it even though it was given to them with miracles, again and again; although while the majority rejected there were many that did accept the truth. Acts 2:36-41, 4:1-4, 13-23, 29-31, 5:29-32, 40-42, 6:10, 7:51-60. The Lord is the only true celebrity in history, and we are his servants. Refer to the study on CHRIST: CELEBRITYSHIP.  

5  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.

He was wounded for our transgressions. He was literally “pierced” for our persistent rebellions. The sins of man, related to man’s many rejections of the perfect standards of God, they all pierced him like arrows on the Cross. He was pierced by the nails of our sins, suffering the consequences of our rebellion. Daniel 9:24-26, Zechariah 12:10, 13:7, Matthew 20:28, Romans 3:23-26, 4:23-25, 5:6-11, 15-21, 1 Corinthians 15:3-7, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Ephesians 5:1-2, Hebrews 9:11-17, 10:10-14, 1 Peter 3:18. 

He was bruised, or better “mentally crushed and smashed to pieces”.  It was used of the most intense mental anguish and suffering at the highest inner level. The author of sin was prophesied to be the one to “bruise” the Messiah; the seed of the woman who will solve the sin problem begun in the Garden of Eden. Genesis 3:15, Romans 16:20. Refer to the topics, SALVATION; REDEMPTION, and also the topic, SIN; FALL OF MAN. The great anguish of the Lord on the cross, as he bears the sins of the world, is captured in this word and his thoughts are prophetically revealed through the psalmist. Psalms 22:1-18. Refer to the study CHRIST; CRIES FROM THE CROSS. 

The punishment, or better the severe discipline that will lead to our peace (reconciliation) with God, was all laid upon him. His suffering was to make atonement and reconciliation for us. Refer to the studies on the topics, SALVATION; ATONEMENT, and also the other sub studies on EXPIATION AND PROPITIATION, IMPUTATION and RECONCILIATION. He is become our peace, opening the path of peace for us to be reconciled to God. 2 Corinthians 13:11, Ephesians 2:14-16, Colossians 1:20-22, 1 Peter 2:21-24. With his stripes (bruises) we are healed. Like a widely cut sword wound, where the flesh is drawn together again and healed, just so, we are drawn together again to the Lord God have being separated from him by the sword slash of sin. Refer to the study of the two sections, HEALING, and also MIRACLES; HEALING AND MIRACLES. 

There is no “healing in the atonement” as such; that phrase indicates something that is in fact quite wrong, but God still heals at times and we are told to pray for the sick that the Lord might heal in accordance with his will for them. This is a verse that illustrates the need to find the meaning of the original word and not run off on the wrong tangent. 

The sickness of sin is healed, but at times we get physically or mentally sick, and that does not mean we are sinners, it simply means we still live in a fallen word with viruses around, imperfect genetics, and faulty Serotonin levels at times. 

Do not be misled by wide eyed and fanatical preachers who are so called “divine healers”, for they do not “heal” every time they pray for people and there is one sickness from which we all die!   Let the logic of reality correct you as you apply scripture to life. The key reality test is the fact of the death of believers; for we all die! All of us will die of some disease or other, and the Bible is very clear, as believers we do not die in sin, but in grace, with our death being precious in God’s sight. Psalms 68:20, 116:15.  We do not see the “angel of death”, we see Jesus. John 5:24, 8:51, Acts 7:55-60.
6  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

All mankind is in sin, and all are in need of a Saviour, and the good news of Christ is that he is the Saviour of us all, with his sacrifice being for all mankind, as you have seen in the BTB study of the Atonement above. We are all like foolish sheep, we have all wandered off the path of life that the Lord has for us, and the glorious truth is that he seeks us and finds us all with the free offer of salvation. The work of salvation is done by Christ who takes upon himself the sins of us all!    Psalms 119:176, Matthew 18:12-14, Luke 15:3-10, Romans 3:10-26, 1 Peter 2:25. 

The parable of the Prodigal Son also reflects this truth. Luke 15:11-32. The work of the Holy Spirit is the Lord’s work to find and convict the lost. John 16:8-11. Refer to the studies of HOLY SPIRIT; EFFECTIVE CALLING, and, MINISTRY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, and also OPERATION.  As pastors of the Lord Jesus Christ, and teachers of his glorious Word, we have a solemn responsibility to preach the truth about sin and man’s need for salvation. If we fail to warn people of the consequences of ignoring God we are held responsible. Ezekiel 3:15-19, James 5:19-20, Jude 22-23.


7  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.

He was oppressed and he was afflicted, for our sins, for he had none to carry, yet he took all this unjustified suffering without any word of complaint. Romans 4:24-25. He “set his face” to the Cross, for he knew this was his destiny and that he was here to die for us all. Luke 9:51, John 12:23-28, 1 Peter 3:18. 

The fulfilment of this passage came both during the six trials of the Lord, and as he was nailed to the Cross and suffered later. He spoke the truth directly and simply to his false accusers, and he spoke from the Cross, but did not make any complaint. 1 Peter 2:22-23. 

All the Sanhedrin Laws relating to capital offence trials, later codified in the Mishnah, were broken in the Jewish trials of the Lord. Refer to the study to see the Mishnah rules broken in CHRIST; TRIALS OF CHRIST. He went “like a lamb to the slaughter” to fulfil all the Levitical sacrifices and shed his blood for us all. Refer to the doctrinal studies on CHRIST; IMPECCABILITY, and also SACRIFICE, and also the other sub section, CHRIST TYPES; PASSOVER, then look at the other section, OFFERINGS; LEVITICAL OFFERINGS REPRESENTING CHRIST. Psalms 22:12-21.

THE SIX TRIALS OF THE LORD

1. Before Annas the High Priest – deposed by the Romans in favour of his son in law Caiaphas, but still considered the real High Priest by most of the people, and deferred to by Caiaphas. John 18:12-24.

2. Before Caiaphas personally; a mock investigation at night, in clear contradiction of the Mishnah’s very clear rules. Matthew 26:56-68, Mark 14:61.

3. Before the Sanhedrin. Luke 22:66-71.

4. Before Pilate the first time, who finds him innocent in Roman Law. Matthew 27:11-14, Luke 23:1-7.

5. Before Herod Antipas the ruler of the Galilee. Luke 23:8-12.

6. Back before Pilate who judges/condemns on the basis of expediency. John 18:29-19:16.

8  He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.

Philip the evangelist quotes from this passage, reading to the Ethiopian Eunuch from the man’s Septuagint version of Isaiah 53:7-8, and Philip directly applies this scripture to all the others that speak of Christ in Isaiah and introduces the man to the Saviour. Acts 8:27-39. He was arrested, held imprisoned by the religious authorities, and “cut off” exactly as Daniel had prophesied he would be. Daniel 9:26, John 11:49-52. 

The prophet Isaiah speaks directly for the Lord regarding the death of the Lord; that it was for, and because of the transgressions of his people that he died. They pierced their own Messiah. Zechariah 12:10. The “desolations” that are upon Israel since they rejected their Messiah will be over one day, as they face their national and individual sins, as we have seen in previous chapters. Daniel 9:27ff, Zechariah 12:11-13:9. One third of Israel will be saved through the Great Tribulation, whereas only a small remnant, less than 1%, was saved after his first advent.

9  And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.

His death was between gangsters; two revolutionaries, or in today’s terms, two terrorists and murderers. He dies between terrorists, the one who had come to solve the sin problem that leads to all terrorist outrages. Yet in his burial he is granted burial in the tomb of a wealthy man. It was normal for the body of a criminal to be thrown on the city rubbish dump and eaten there by dogs, or burned and the ashes scattered in a river. They were often denied decent burial. 

Just like today, terrorists were hated by the population at large as the evil self serving murderers that they are. It is easy to get side tracked by terrorist outrages today. We live in days very like the Lord’s days. As I write these words today news has just come in of over fifty innocent people being killed in bombings by Moslem terrorists in London. There is outrage and we feel justly angry at such naked evil, yet let us look to Jesus, who died hung between two such murderous men and he witnessed to both, saving one. Our role is to “pluck the brands from the burning” and not to get distracted by moral outrage, no matter how correct we are in our outrage! We are here to save the lost; we are here to fish in the fish pond, not clean it up! Matthew 4:19, Mark 1:17, Jude 20-25.  Only the Lord can “clean up” this earth.
For Pilate to grant Joseph of Arimathaea permission to bury Jesus was a miraculous over ruling by God of the normal process. Matthew 27:44, 57-60, Mark 15:27-28, 43-46. He had no deceit in his life, nor was he guilty of unjustified violence. He had beaten the money changers twice and expelled them from the Temple precincts, but that was justified use of force, for they perverted the sacrificial system and the message it preached needed to be clear before he went to the Cross. The first time is recorded in John 2:13-25, and the second event at the end of his ministry is recorded in Matthew 21:10-14, Mark 11:15-19, and Luke 19:45-46. He was innocent of all sin and so was the only one fit to be the perfect sacrifice for all mankind’s sin. 2 Corinthians 5:21, Hebrews 4:14-16, 7:26, 1 Peter 2:22, 1 John 3:4-6. 

10  Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.

The Cross was no accident, for it was the father’s design for the solution to the sins of the world. Matthew 3:16-17, 17:5, 26:38-42, John 17:4-5, 20-26. He was “put to grief” by the Father, so that we might be without sorrow! Romans 8:32-39, Galatians 3:13-14, 1 John 4:7-19. His soul became an offering for the sins of the world in order that we might all be sprinkled by the blood and set free from condemnation. Ephesians 5:2, Hebrews 7:27, 9:14, 25-28, 10:5-14, 13:10-15, 1 Peter 2:24-25. He is “cut off” from natural progeny, but he sees his spiritual children prosper, as they believe in him and having been adopted into him, grow in his family. John 12:23-26, Romans 8:15, 23, Galatians 4:5, Ephesians 1:5, 1 Peter 2:7-10.  Refer to the study of  CHRIST: OBEDIENCE OF JESUS CHRIST. 

He prolonged his days through his resurrection. He was killed, yet he defeated death in his dying. Matthew 27:50-54, Luke 23:46-48, John 19:30. His resurrection is the evidence that in dying he defeated death. Refer to the study CHRIST: RESURRECTION APPEARANCES, and RESURRECTION BODY. The resurrection fulfilled a number of other Old Testament prophecies. Psalms 16:9-11, 21:4, 72:17-19, 89:29, 36, Daniel 7:13-14. The pleasure of the Lord will prosper in and through the work of his hands, for by his work he defeated sin and death. The work of the Lord Jesus is the joy of heaven. Psalms 85:9-13, 147:11, 149:4, Isaiah 55:11-13, 62:3-5, Ezekiel 33:11. 

11  He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.

God the father sees the travail of Christ on the cross and is satisfied with his work there. This is the doctrine of propitiation that we saw earlier in the chapter. This opens the door for the Father to declare us justified on the grounds of Christ’s work, and leads to our being born again into a new life through him. Refer to the doctrinal study of SALVATION: JUSTIFICATION, and REGENERATION. 

Like the pain of child birth, which is followed by the birth of the new life, just so the pain of the cross is forgotten when the results are rejoiced in. We are that result; born again believers in the Lord Jesus Christ; saints in him. John 12:23-32, 16:20-24, Galatians 4:19-20, Hebrews 12:2, Revelation 5:9-10, 7:9-17. 

All the glories of the Millennial Kingdom and then eternal life are ours because of the gifts given in the provision of salvation. The Lord justifies us all in and through his work on our behalf. His knowledge opens up blessing for us who could neither know nor provide anything to win such a victory over evil. 1 Corinthians 6:11, Titus 3:5-7, 1 John 2:1-2, 2 John 1-8. 

12  Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.
The Lord was despised by rulers and kings in his life, but in his death he wins victory and renown above all the great kings of the earth. They despised him but he is lifted up in victory to the greatest of all the heroes of mankind. He becomes, in his humanity the King of all kings, the Lord of all lords. Psalms 2:8, Daniel 2:44-47, Matthew 12:28-29, Philippians 2:8-11, Colossians 1:13-14, 2:15, Hebrews 2:14-15. 

The reason for the Lord’s battlefield royalty is that he fully placed himself on the altar for our sins, and poured himself out to our salvation. Psalms 22:14-15, Philippians 2:17-18, 2 Timothy 4:6-8, Hebrews 12:2. He was numbered with the evil men in his crucifixion but he was then raised up to glory, and his work lifts up to the heavenlies also. We can have complete confidence in all aspects of life, because of what he has given us through salvation. Romans 8:31-39, Ephesians 2:4-10. 

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
It is an awesome thing to read about the cross and the resurrection and the cession of the Lord Jesus Christ from 730 years before it occurs. We have an awesome God and he is in control of all of history and we are to be encouraged by that fact every day of our lives. The one who could foretell these events so thoroughly is the one in whose hands we rest.

2. 
How wonderful is our salvation; the Lord’s complete and perfect sacrifice for our sins. The Lord has done all for us and we can offer up the sacrifice of praise to him in return. Our salvation is far more wonderful than most appreciate and we do not praise the Lord enough for his work.

3. 
When we reflect upon the Lord’ suffering we need to begin with the jibes he had since his earliest days criticizing his birth status and being critical of his mother as well. He put up with far more than any of us could even imagine. He was despised and forsaken. He was abused and insulted. 

We are his servants, and so when we receive some of the same we ought not to be surprised. Let us walk humbly before our Lord. He was a man of sorrows. Many today preach a prosperity gospel with a laughing Christ driving a Porsche; this is a travesty of the truth, it is a lie from Satan’s den. Let us be ready to stand with our Lord and share his sufferings and do without the things of this world if he calls us to do so.

4. 
Do not be ashamed of tears in ministry. There may be much to cry about before the Lord, without being a cry baby! We need to see the destiny of the lost more clearly than we do at times. We need to feel the fire of hell and then see the one who insults us; it will remove any hatred, anger, and embarrassment. As we see the lost as the Lord sees them we will feel his grief for their eternal state and it will help us deal with the evil men and women we may meet. 

5. 
Our job is to tell the truth about Jesus the Christ, for men have misinterpreted him through the centuries. Our job is to proclaim the truth and the Lord holds us responsible for that. The cross was not an accident; it was a deliberate act to bring to man the one thing man cannot do for himself.  He delivered us the only way possible – by his death for us.
6. 
The Lord went to the cross for us. Let us remember that the Lord suffered for the sins of each of us. It was not the Romans, the Jews, nor any group that put him on the cross, it was the sin of us all that drove him to pour himself out as the solution. He gave himself, shed his blood for us, and we are redeemed by that sacrifice. Let us boldly approach the throne of grace and find the mercy he freely provides for all.

7. 
Healing remains a contentious subject in some places. Miracles of healing have happened down the centuries and the Lord is behind many of them. Always remember however that some pagans “spontaneously remit” from disease and they call it “good luck”, but their “healing” is real. All sorts of reasons can be given for recovery against odds from fatal diseases, but the Lord certainly heals through prayer and he always has, but his acts are always in accordance with his plan. 

His plan is what we are to be obedient to, and at times he calls us to walk through dark places to the light.   At times he brings light straight away, and at least once in our life we do not recover from a disease, no matter how vigorous the prayer, for it is our time to die! We are challenged to place ourselves in the hands of the Lord for there is security whether we die like James, or live and rejoice in answered prayer, like Peter, only to be martyred later. Acts 12:2, 5, 16-17, 24. James had not sinned, nor was Peter a better man spiritually than the brother of John, but his time to join his Lord was “not yet”. The Lord may let us suffer a while down here, and we may die “early” according to some, but he will provide “more grace” to assist us on the path he has called us to walk.

DOCTRINAL TOPICS

CHRIST: TESTIMONIES ABOUT CHRIST IN ISAIAH

1. His Godhead (40:12-18, 51:13)

2. His Incarnation (7:14, 9:6)

3. His Lowly Youth (7:15, 9:1-2, 11:1, 53:2)

4. His Servant hood (11:2, 42:1)

5. His Mildness (42:2)

6. His Tenderness (42:3)

7. His Obedience (50:5)

8. His Message (61:1-2)

9. His Miracles (35:5-6)

10. His Sufferings (50:6, 52:13-15)

11. His Rejection (53:1-3)

12. His Passion (53:4-6)

13. His Vicarious Death (53:8)

14. His Burial (53:9)

15. His Resurrection (53:10)

16. His Ascension (52:13)

17. His High Priestly Ministry (53:12)

18. His Exaltation (52:13-15)

19. His Role as Judge (63:1-6)

20. His Second Advent (59:20-21)

21. His Millennial Reign (9:6-7, 11:3-9)

CHRIST : PROPHETIC PSALMS ABOUT CHRIST

1. The prophetic psalms come under two categories:

a) Those dealing with Jesus Christ's first advent (eg Psalm 22).

b) Those related to His second advent (eg Psalms 2, 24).

2. That the Psalms relate to Jesus Christ is given in (Luke 24:44).

3. The person of Christ

a) Son of God (Psalm 2:7);

b) The very God (Psalm 45:6,7; 102:25; 110:1);

c) Son of man (Psalm 8:4-6);

d) Son of David (Psalm 89:3,4,27,29);

4. The work of Christ

a) prophet (Psalm 22:22,25; 40:9,10);

b) priest (Psalm 110:4);

c) king (Psalm 2,24).

5. Psalm 2 gives the order of the establishment of the kingdom.

a) The antagonism of man against God (v 1-3).

b) God's derision against man (v 4).

c) God's discipline on man (v 5).

d) The establishment of His King on Zion (v 6).

e) The King is given total authority over the nations. (v 7-9).

f) God appeals to mankind to serve Him. (v 10-12).

6. Psalm 16 The resurrection of the King. This is precisely stated in verse 10, "For thou wilt not leave my soul in bell, neither will thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption". We know that Jesus went to Hades (Paradise and Tartarus) after He died. He promised to be in Paradise with the repentant thief and He preached to the fallen angels in Tartarus. However, Jesus was resurrected from the dead.

7. Psalm 22 The death of Christ by crucifixion

a) The bones out of joint (v 14).

b) extreme exhaustion and thirst (v 15).

c) hands and feet pierced (v 16);

d) nudity (v 17);

e) the cry from the cross (v 1; Matthew 27:46);

f) the periods of light and darkness (v 2; Matthew 27:45);

g) the casting of lots (v 18; Matthew 27:35).

h) It should be noted that crucifixion was not a Jewish form of punishment but a Roman one, thus showing the accuracy of prophecy.

8. Psalm 40 The Servant of Jehovah. Here we see that God does not want sacrifice and offering (Isaiah 1:10-15) but the obedient servant comes to make the pure offering (v 7-17; Hebrews 10:5-17).

9. Psalm 41 - The Betrayal of Christ. In (John 13-18,19) Jesus says that His betrayal is related to (Psalm 41:9) as he quotes:  "He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me". He told them in advance so that when Judas betrayed Him they would believe that Jesus was He who had been prophesied in this Psalm.

10. Psalm 45 The Glorious Second Advent.

a) The supreme beauty of the King (v 1,2).

b) The coming of the King in glory (v 3-5; Revelation 19:11-21).

c) The God King and the character of His reign (v 6,7; Hebrews 1:8,9; Isaiah 11:I -16).

d) The Queen is presented reigning with Him (v 9-13).

e) The virgin companions of the Queen (v 14,15; Matthew 25:1-10).

f) His name will always be remembered. (v 16,17).

11. Psalm 68 The Victorious King of the Second Advent

The Psalm especially from (v 18) shows the complete defeat of the Antichrist's army. We see the return of Israel (v 21-23) whilst (v 24-35) show the full blessing of the kingdom age under the personal rule of Christ.

12. Psalm 69 The humiliation and rejection of Christ.

a) This facet of Jesus Christ's first advent is shown in (v 4,7,8,10-12).

b) (v 14-20) represents Jesus in Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-45)

c) (v 21 ) represents the cross (Matthew 27-34,48; John 19:29).

d) (v 25) refers to Judas (Acts 1:20)

e) (v 22-28) the blindness of Israel (Romans 11:9,10).

13. Psalm 72 Vision of Messiah's Kingdom

a) The investiture of the King's Son into the kingdom (v I ; Daniel 7:13,14; Revelation 5:5-10).

b) The character of the kingdom (v 2-7, 12-14,  Isaiah 11:3-9).

c) The universal nature of the kingdom (v 8-11).

d) The prosperity of the kingdom (v 16).

e) The "handful of corn" in (v 16) is Israel which, by restoration at the Second Advent, commences the spreading of the kingdom over the earth. (Zechariah 8:13; 20-23)

14. Psalm 89 Davidic Covenant

a) That this psalm points to Christ is evident from (v 27). "And I will make Him My Firstborn, higher than the kings of the earth". (Isaiah 7:13-15; Isaiah 9:6,7; Micah 5:2).

b) The covenant rests on God's oath (v 1 -4).

c) God is glorified for His power in the covenant (v 5-18).

d) The response of God is in two parts (v 19-37).

i) Confirmation of the covenant (v 19-29)

ii) Disobedience punished by discipline (v 30-32).

e) The plea of the remnant (v 38-52) (1 Samuel 1:9).

15. Psalm 110 The High Priest

a) The deity of Jesus Christ (v 1 ) (Matthew 22:41-45).

b) The eternal priesthood of Christ (v 4) (Genesis 14:18; Hebrews 5:6).

c) The ascension of Christ (v 1) (John 20:17; Acts 7:56)

d) Christ will rule (v 3)

e) Christ will judge (v 5,6) (Joel 3:12-17; Revelation 19:11-21).

CHRIST:  ISAIAH CHAPTER 53:  SUFFERING OF JESUS CHRIST

Isaiah 53 is one of the most famous chapters in the Bible and portrays prophetically the sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Prophecy - 53:1 “Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?” 

Fulfilment - John 12:38

Prophecy - 53:2  “For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.” 

Fulfilment - Philippians 2:5-8

Prophecy - 53:3  “He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not” 

Fulfilment - John 1:11, Matthew 26:38; 27:20-22,

Prophecy - 53:4  “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.”

Fulfilment - Matthew 8:16, 27:41-43

Prophecy - 53:5  “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.”

Fulfilment - Matthew 27:26-29, Colossians 1:20, 1 Peter 2:24

Prophecy - 53:6  “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.” 

Fulfilment - Romans 3:23, 2 Corinthians 5:21.

Prophecy - 53:7  “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.” – 

Fulfilment - Matthew 27:12-14, 1 Peter 2:23.

Prophecy - 53:8  “He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.”

Fulfilment - Luke 23:4-33, John 18:3-30

Prophecy - 53:9  “And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.”

Fulfilment - Matthew 27:24, 57-60

Prophecy - 53:10  “Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.” 

Fulfilment - John 3:16, Romans 8:32

Prophecy - 53:11  “He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.:

Fulfilment - John 19:34, Romans 4:25

Prophecy - 53:12  “Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”

Fulfilment - Mark 15:27, Luke 23:34, John 19:28-31

CHRIST:- HUMILIATION AND EXALTATION – THE ROAD TO GLORY

1. The Lords Jesus Christ in Exaltation  - Hebrews 8:1 “Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such  an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty  in the heavens;"

2. The Road to Glory  - Philippians 2:5-11 

3 “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus” [v 5]

[a] "let this mind be in you  - (Present.  Active.  Imperative ) have this attitude. To think objectively, noble thinking of divine viewpoint based on thinking the mind of Christ. 1 Corinthians 2:16 compared to 2 Corinthians 10:4-5

[b] "in yourselves" - among believers Vs. 4 "look"  -  (Present. Active. Participle]  consider, focus  Basis of 4 Laws of the Christian Way of Life.

4.  “Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God” [v 6]:

[a] "form of God" - Inner Character.  Divine Essence- in his pre-incarnate state.

[b] "being" - (Present. Active. Participle.) Eternal existence.  Revelation 1:8  John 1:1 Colossians 2:16

[c]“robbery” - "to be grasped" - (Present. Active. Infinitive.)

[i] Used for act of robbery

[ii] Used of a thing robbed

[iii] A prize or thing to be grasped; be won but something to clutch hold of strongly,

5. “But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men” [v 7]

[a] His incarnation: not something to hold. No reputation  - "emptied" - (Aorist. Active. Indicative.) To lay aside privileges, deprive oneself of normal function:

[i] Not loss of deity

[ii] Not loss of divine attributes

[iii] Rather, a choosing not to exercise His essence so as to become "like us:" Hebrews 2:14,17

[b] being the form" - (Aorist. Active. Participle.) human essence - body, soul, spirit  no Old Sin Nature

[c] "being made"  (Aorist.  Middle. Participle.) Having become.  Precedes "humbled"

[d] "likeness of men" - of same condition, nature  and  ability.

6. “And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became  obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” [v 8] 

[a] His Humiliation: - "being found" - (Aorist. Passive. Participle) being recognised, discovered.

[b] "in appearance" - In contrast to all that He was, what He appeared outwardly to others.

[c] "He humbled Himself" - (Aorist Active Indicative.) Mental attitude of grace from birth to death.  True humility Romans12:3

[d] "becoming obedient" - ( Aorist. Middle Participle.) to hear & obey.

[e] "to the point of death" - Spiritual death.  Christ learned obedience  through suffering (Hebrews 5:8) maximum self-discipline.

[f] His Humiliation: - "death on a cross" - Most disgraceful form of death.  Reserved for hardened criminals and runaway slaves.

7. “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which  is above every name”:[v 9]

[a] His Exaltation: -"therefore" - because of His humiliation  "highly exalted" - (Aorist . Active. Indicative.) To raise above and beyond.

[b] Christ shared God's glory in Eternity Past, but this is the exaltation of His humanity.  Compare Ephesians 1:20-23

[c] "bestowed" - (Aorist. Middle. Indicative.) Freely bestowed, as Christ gave Himself freely.

[d] "name" - The rank, office, dignity.  The name, Hebrews 1:4-8

8. “That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in  heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth”; [v 10]

Celebrityship Recognised/Universal Acknowledgment: "at the name" - In sphere of His exalted position

[i] Those in heaven - angelic

[ii] On earth - human

[iii] Under earth - dead unbelievers and imprisoned demons.

9. “And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,  to the glory of God the Father” [v 11].

[a] "every tongue confess" - (Aorist. Middle. Subjunctive.) Openly acknowledge volitionally - self condemned

[b] "Jesus Christ is Lord" - Deity

[c] "to glory of God"

APPLICATION

1. True humility is the way to greatness. Luke 22:24-27 grace-oriented thinking. Romans 12:3

2. The way to lead with authority is to follow with submission.  Luke 7:1-10

3.  True understanding of authority demands that one serve - not be served.  1 Corinthians 9:1-18 The Law of Supreme Sacrifice and the Christian Medal of Honour.

4. Application to the Pastor. 1-Peter 5:1- 4

CHRIST:  HYPOSTATIC UNION – GOD - MAN

1. Hypostasis means standing together under one essence, two things united under one with no loss or transfer to the other and no change to either. In the person of Jesus Christ the two natures, divine and human, were inseparably linked with no loss or transfer of properties or attributes, and no mixture or loss of separate identity the union was personal and eternal. The Lord Jesus Christ is still perfectly human and divine  Isaiah 7:14, Isaiah 9:6, John 1:1-14, Romans 1:2-5, Romans 9:5, Philippians 2:5-11, 1 Timothy 3:16, Hebrews 1:4

2. The incarnate person of the Lord Jesus Christ included undiminished deity. Jesus Christ is God, He remained co equal and co eternal with the Father while on earth. Christ is eternal because God is eternal life. His deity was never affected by His death, resurrection and session. As God Jesus Christ could not die. However as a baby in the cradle he was holding the universe together.

3. The Lord Jesus Christ was also true humanity; body, soul and spirit although due to the virgin birth he had no old sin nature 1 Peter 2:22

4. The two natures of Jesus Christ are united with no transfer of attributes. Each set of attributes corresponds to the respective natures. The divine attributes such as eternal life, all knowing, everywhere, refers to His divine nature, the human attributes correspond to His human nature. To remove any attribute from His deity would be to destroy deity.

5. No aspect of the divine nature was lacking, although certain attributes were not exercised in line with the Father's plan Matthew 4:1-10

6. The union of the two natures in the person of Christ must be considered personal, human to the human, divine to the divine. They are never mixed. The union was therefore personal and hypostatic; one essence with two natures.

7. Deity did not indwell humanity or possess it. The union was more than sympathy and harmony, it was unique combining the two natures eternally. He is the God – man

8. Christ had two natures in one person, therefore he could be supremely powerful yet weak at the same time.

a) Deity cannot be tempted, humanity can. Matthew 4:1-10

b) Deity cannot thirst, humanity can John 19:28. 

c) Deity is omniscient , humanity learns Luke 2:40,52

9. The necessity of the humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ is seen in the following:-

a) To be our Saviour he had to be man as God cannot die. Hebrews 2:14,15, Philippians 2:7,8

b) To be our mediator He had to be equal with both God and man  Job 9:2, 32-33,  1 Timothy 2:5-6

c) To be our High Priest He must be a man. Hebrews 7:4,5 14-28; 10:5, 10-14

d) To be a king he must be a man, a Jew in the line of David. Psalm 89:20-37, 2 Samuel 7:8-16

10. There are three categories of sayings or actions of the Lord:

a) From his deity alone John 8:58

b) From his humanity alone John 19:28

c) From his hypostatic union - John 11:25,26

11. The uniqueness of the person of the Lord Jesus Christ is a key doctrine to understand for all believers, for it is on this point that the accurate preaching of the gospel rests. 1 Timothy 3:16

12. The gospel in one word is Immanuel - God with us. John's testimony on this point John 1:14. In Christ we see God's love and favour towards man. As God revealed himself in the Old Testament, so He perfectly reveals himself in the person of the unique person of the universe , the God man the Lord Jesus Christ.

CHRIST - KENOSIS OF CHRIST

1. Kenosis is an expression which means to "empty oneself" or "to make himself of no reputation."

2. Principle of Kenosis:- (Philippians 2:5-8)

3. Jesus Christ from eternity past always has been God. As such he is all knowing, he is all powerful, has everlasting life and many other absolute qualities. He was not created because he is eternal.

4. Jesus Christ chose to become a little lower that the angels and took on the form of man.

5. Adam the first man aspired to be God, the second Adam who is God divested himself of his deity (Kenosis) and became man in order to save mankind.

6. During his earthly ministry, rather than using his own absolute power he used the power of the Holy Spirit.

CHRIST - BRANCH: A PICTURE OF CHRIST

1. Christ is known as the branch in four ways, which corresponds to the four gospels.
a) MATTHEW is the gospel with emphasis on Jesus Christ as the King of Israel. Jesus is called the BRANCH OF DAVID (Isaiah 11:1; Jeremiah. 23;5; Jeremiah. 33:15) and as such is shown as the coming King of Israel which will be fulfilled in the Millennium

b) MARK is the gospel with emphasis on Jesus Christ as the Suffering Servant. Jesus is called MY SERVANT THE BRANCH (Zechariah. 3:8) which he fulfilled during the incarnation at the first advent. (Isaiah 53)

c) LUKE is the gospel with emphasis on Jesus Christ as the Perfect Man. Jesus is called THE MAN WHOSE NAME IS THE BRANCH (Zechariah 6:12) specifically referring to His reign on the earth during the Millennium.

d) JOHN is the gospel with emphasis on Jesus Christ as God. Jesus is called THE BRANCH OF THE LORD (Isaiah 4:2) and refers to Jesus as God with us-Emmanuel. (Isaiah 7:14)

2. THE FALSE BRANCH -At Christmas it is common practice in Europe to kiss under the mistletoe as a form of reconciliation. The mistletoe is a parasite which is called a branch and is a false parody on the reconciliation provided by the true BRANCH.

CHRIST: MEDIATORSHIP

1. Greek word is mesites which has as its root meaning, to have a neutral group/nation to stand between two warring nations to arbitrate and judge between them. The two concepts are judgement and peacemaking.  

2. The mediator had to be equal to both parties and acceptable to each.

3. Old Testament usage of this concept is found in Job 9:9, 32, 33. Job calls for an umpire between man and God.

4. The Hypostatic Union of the Lord Jesus Christ qualifies the Lord to be the mediator between man and God as he alone is equal with both parties. 1Timothy 2:5.

5. The Lord's work on the cross forms the basis of his mediatorship as he removes the sin barrier between man and God. Hebrews 9:12 1-5.

6. The Mosaic Law pre-figured the Lord's mediatorship. Hebrews 8:6,  12:24, Galatians 3:19, 20.

CHRIST - CELEBRITYSHIP OF CHRIST

1. The Lord, as the God-Man sat down in the place of victory and honour by the Father in heaven. This was the way, in the ancient world, that you expressed the complete victory and acceptance of an heir of the father. Hebrews 1:3. As the creator he was always the King of kings and Lord of lords, but now as the Saviour of the creation he is it’s King and Lord, recognized by the Father. Refer doctrines of HYPOSTATIC UNION. THE CROSS.

2. There is only one celebrity in the whole of human history; that is the Lord Jesus Christ. He alone sits down with the Godhead in heaven. We honour him, because he is the unique person of the universe and eternity beyond it. Matthew 6:28-34, James 1:10-11.

3. In the Lord’s service there are only servants, not celebrities. John 12:26, 13:4-17.

4. We are called to live in his light, rather than try to turn the light of any fame that man can give upon ourselves. John 8:12, 12:35-46.

SALVATION:  REDEMPTION

1. Redemption is the work of the Lord Jesus Christ towards sin. The implications of the Greek words (lutron, lutrosis, apolutrosis, antilutrosis) is ransom, redeem, pay money to set a slave free, pay a price, or (exagorazo) purchase from the slave market (of sin). 

2. The principle of redemption is found in (John 8:31-36).
3. The Lord paid the price for us, redeeming us from the slave market of sin by his perfect sacrifice for sin on the cross. Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 2:14. 

4. The Lord Jesus Christ is the only qualified redeemer. Through His virgin birth he has no inherited Old Sin Nature, by His perfect life He had no acquired sin or sin nature, and through His hypostatic union He is equal with both parties: God and man. Isaiah 53:9, John 8:46, 19:4, 2Corinthians 5:21, Hebrews 1:3,4:15,7,25,28, 1 Timothy 3:16. 

5. In the Old Testament redemption was taught by means of the shed blood of an animal sacrifice. Hebrews 9:22, Job 5:19,25,26. 

6. Blood was the purchase price for redemption. Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 1:14, 1 Peter 1:18,19. The blood of Christ relates this work of redemption to that which was pictured in these Old Testament sacrifices. 2 Corinthians 5:21. 

7. The soul of the believer not the body is redeemed. Psalm 34:22, Matthew 8:17.

8. Redemption removes the demands of the Old Testament Law. Galatians 3:13,10, 4:4-6.

9. Redemption is a doctrine which the believer can apply in times of pressure and catastrophe (Job 19:25,26), thereby finding both blessing and happiness.

10. Redemption results in adoption (Gal 4:4-6).

11. Redemption provides the basis for the believer's eternal inheritance (Heb 9:15).

12. The blood of Christ is the ransom money or the purchase price of redemption (Eph 1:7; Col 1:14; 1 Peter 1:13,19; 1 John 1:7).

13. Redemption includes forgiveness of sin (Heb 9:22).

14. Redemption provides the basis of justification and immediate cleansing at salvation (Rom 3:24).

15. Redemption is the basis of our cleansing from sin during our Christian walk. (Lev 4:5; 6:1-6; 1 John 1:7,9).

SIN:  FALL OF MAN

1. The fall of man is given in Genesis 3.

2. Man having been given free will yielded to temptation and thus transgressed the commandment of God (Genesis 2:16, 17, Genesis 3:1-8).

3. Through their disobedience they fell from the state of innocence and sinlessness.

4. The result of the fall is universal sin which is transferred to members of the human race by physical birth so that all human beings are conceived and born in sin (Psalm 51:5, John 3:6, Romans 5:12).  The sinful nature comes through the male.

5. Death: spiritual and temporal, is the consequence of sin.

6. Suffering connected with sin is given for both man and woman in Genesis 3:16-19.  It also affected the environment (Romans 8:20-22).

7. The first gospel message is given in Genesis 3:15.

8. Adam is related to humanity as the author of sin and death, whilst Christ is the author of righteousness and life (Romans 5:12-21, 1Corinthians 15:21,22, 45-49). 

CHRIST:  CRIES OF CHRIST FROM THE CROSS

1. There are seven phrases which our Lord uttered on the cross.

2. During the six hours between the crucifixion and our Lord's death, the following is the sequence of events that took place.

3. Christ having been scourged, the crucifixion party arrives at Golgotha, The Place of the Skull (Matthew 27:33).

4. A drink of red wine and a narcotic gall is offered to Jesus but he refuses because it would impair his free will (Matthew 27:34)

5. Jesus is crucified between two gangsters followed by the first cry from the cross, "Father, forgive them for they know not what they do" (Luke 23:32-34).

6. The first cry recorded of Jesus Christ on the cross was a prayer asking the Father to forgive those who had crucified Him. This was important because He was about to be judged for their sins.

7. The soldiers gamble for his clothes (Matthew 27:35,36,  Psalm 22:18).

8. Monies raised from the sale of the clothes would be spent on rough red wine. Traditionally, those crucified were naked.

9. The Jews mock Him (Matthew 27:39-43).  They tempt Him to come down from the cross. They say that they would believe if He did. (Psalm 22:7-8)

10. One of the gangsters trusted in Him (Luke 23:42)- It is of interest that all the gangster could do was believe. He was not baptised, he did not come from a church.

11. Principle: Faith in the work of Christ for one personally is the means of salvation.

12. The second cry:  "Today shalt thou be with me in Paradise. " (Luke 23:43)

13. Principle: The soul of Jesus went to Paradise, the body of Jesus went to the grave, the spirit went to the Father (Luke 23:46).

14. Paradise, or Abraham's Bosom, was a temporary holding place for OT saints in Sheol or Hades pending the cross becoming an historical fact. The unbelieving gangster, at death, would go to Torments, an area separated from Paradise by a great gulf fixed.

15. The two gangsters represent humanity in its two categories - believers and unbelievers (John 3:36).

16. The third cry: He said unto his mother "Woman, behold thy son. "  Then said He to the disciple, "Behold thy mother." (John 19, 26,27)

17. Jesus never called His mother 'Mother'.  He always called her 'Woman'.  He emphasised that she was the mother of the humanity of Jesus Christ, the seed of the woman (Genesis 3.:15) and not the mother of God.  By not using the word 'mother' He was seeing problems in the future involving Mary, the mother of God.

18. He also made provision for His mother complying with the fifth commandment "Honour thy father and mother." (Exodus 20:12) by saying to John, "Behold thy mother" ' John would appear to have lived to be 100 years old, which confirms the second portion of the fifth commandment "that thy days may be long".

19. At 12 noon darkness covered the earth (Matthew 27:45).

20. The fourth cry: "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?" (Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34).  "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" (cf. Psalm 22:1) Christ was forsaken. This cry showed that Jesus Christ was being judged for our sins (2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 2:24).  The Father and Spirit forsook Him because they can only judge sin.

21. The fifth cry:  "Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, 'I thirst' " (John 19:28).  His work on the cross now completed, He fulfilled the scripture of (Psalm 69:21) which was a drink of vinegar and gall.

22. Even in His greatest extremity, Jesus put the greatest of emphasis on the Word of God and fulfilled the total prophetic spectrum in the correct sequence. He had refused the drink previously

23. The sixth cry:  "When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar he said, 'It is finished ' " (John 19:30).  Christ's work on earth is completed.  He has been judged for the sins of the whole world. Salvation is complete.

24. Principle: You cannot add man's works to salvation.  It was completed in total in AD 32 at Golgotha.  The attitude of each individual to the sacrifice of Christ determines their eternal future.  Either they attempt by their own works to enter heaven (Isaiah 64:6; Ephesians 2:9; Titus 3:5) or by Christ's work through belief.

25. The seventh cry:  "Father, into thy bands I commit My spirit " (Luke 23:46).  It is of great significance that there is the change of vocative towards God here.  Christ is no longer bearing our sins.  He is back in an intimate relationship with His Father, rather than forsaken.  (See fourth cry, 12.)  Jesus Christ's timing is perfect as he dismissed His spirit to the Father at the very instant that was the Father's will.

26. Christ dies physically on the cross at 3.00 p.m. (Matthew 27:50), thus fulfilling the Mosaic Law that no person who is killed on wood should hang overnight. So Christ was buried before sunset on that day. (Matthew 5:17; Deuteronomy 21:22,23).

SALVATION - ATONEMENT:  UNLIMITED ATONEMENT

1. Definition:

a) The totally effective work of Christ on the cross to pay the penalty of sin on behalf of mankind.

b) Atonement as a noun means reconciliation after enmity and includes reparation made for wrong or injury.

c) The verb has several related meanings such as to be at one, to be in accordance, to make reparation or amends, to make up for errors or deficiencies, to reconcile.

d) In the Old Testament, the true meaning of atonement is related to the Hebrew verb "to pass over, to cover" - it is also the word for 'pitch' used to seal Noah's Ark.

2. In Old Testament times, animal sacrifices were used to cover sin.

a) God forgave and restored where sin was covered by the blood of animal sacrifices.

b) However, the true basis for atonement was not found in these animal sacrifices.  This is why the sacrifices needed to be repeated time and time again.

c) Animal sacrifices were used as a cover for sin until the true sacrifice, Jesus Christ, could be offered on the cross.

d) Atonement in the Old Testament refers to the use of animal sacrifices to picture the saving work of Christ.

e) The two concepts of atonement (Old and New Testament) are brought together in Romans 3:23-26)

3. Atonement is unlimited

a) When Jesus Christ was judged on the cross for sins he paid for the sins of the entire human race, not just the elect. (Romans 5:6, 2 Corinthians 5:14-15, 1 Timothy 2:6, 4:10, 2 Peter 2:1, 1 John 2:2)

b) "Limited Atonement", the concept that Christ died for believers only is incorrect.

4. Unlimited Atonement eliminates sin in the unbelievers' indictment at the Last Judgment.

a) When Christ died on the cross, He was judged for all sins of the human race.

b) Therefore the issue in salvation is not sin, but faith in Christ.  People choose either to accept the work of Christ (John 3:18,36), or their own "good" works to gain the approval of God.

c) Therefore, human good will be the basis of the unbelievers' indictment at the Last Judgment. (Revelation 20:12)

SALVATION:  EXPIATION AND PROPITIATION

1. Expiation and Propitiation are two sides of the same coin with propitiation being in relation to God while expiation looks at the problem from man’s side. 

2. By expiation the offence which renders the person guilty in the sight of God is covered from the eyes of God by the effective dealing with the problem by propitiation.

3. The Mercy Seat (the top of the Ark of the Covenant) in the Tabernacle was the place of propitiation.

4. The concept of the Mercy Seat must be understood in the light of the Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 25:10-22, 37:1-9).

5. The Ark of the Covenant was a wooden box (45" x 27" x 27") constructed of acacia wood (the humanity of Christ) overlaid with gold (the Deity of Christ).

6. Contents of the Ark: the golden pot of manna, the tablets of stone and Aaron's rod that budded (Hebrews 9:4). The tablets of stone represented man's transgressions against God's perfect standard, the rod that budded stood for man's rebellion against established authority, the pot of manna showed man's rejection of divine provision.

7. The content of the Ark is a picture of Christ bearing our sins in His body on the tree (2 Corinthians 5:21).

8. The Mercy Seat was a solid gold lid which fitted over the ark and bore two golden cherubs, one on each end representing God's holiness (Hebrews 9:5).

9. Once every year, on the Day of Atonement, the high priest entered twice into the Holy of Holies with a bowl of blood (once for his own sins and once for the sins of the people) (Hebrews 9:7). He sprinkled the blood on the Mercy Seat. God's righteousness and justice were satisfied.

10. Because of propitiation, or satisfaction of His holy character, God is free to love the believer.

11. The Mercy Seat represented propitiation with emphasis on the person of Jesus Christ, our own great High Priest.

12. "Mercy Seat" in Hebrews 9:5 has the same concept as the word propitiation (Gk. hilasterion) in Romans 3:25.

13. Propitiation is used to express the true and perfect love of God for all believers regardless of their status (1John 4:10).

14. Propitiation is used to relate the person of Christ and the "covering" of God's character (Romans 3:25).

SIN:  IMPUTATION

1. Abraham is the pattern of imputation of divine righteousness. (Genesis 15:6)

2. Divine righteousness is imputed only on the basis of faith in Christ. (Romans 3:22)

3. Many Gentiles of Old Testament times found God's righteousness by believing in Christ while many Jews, relying on the Law, missed imputation. (Romans 9:30-33)

4. Imputation is the basis of Justification. (Romans 4:22, 5:1)

5. Imputation encourages faith in Christ. (Romans 4:24, 25)

6. Imputation is based on the work of Christ on the Cross. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

SALVATION:  RECONCILIATION

1. Reconciliation is the removal of the barrier between God and man, or peace between God and man. While redemption is sinward and propitiation is Godward, reconciliation is manward. (2 Corinthians 5:18, Ephesians 2:16, Colossians 1:20, 21)

2. Reconciliation and the blood of Christ.

a) The blood of Christ is a synonym for the saving work of Christ on the Cross and the basis for reconciliation. (Colossians 1:20)

b) Hence the work of the Cross is associated with reconciliation. (Ephesians 2:16)

3. Reconciliation and Mankind: mankind is regarded as the enemy of God, and needs to be reconciled to God  (Romans 5:10, Colossians 1:2 1)

4. Peace, a synonym for reconciliation, reconciliation finds man the enemy of God, but the saving work of Christ on the Cross gives peace between God and man. (Ephesians 2:14 cf. 2:16 cf. Colossians 1:20)

5. Reconciliation portrayed in the Levitical Offerings:  the peace offering of Leviticus 3 depicts reconciliation or Christ's removing the barrier between God and man. (Leviticus 7:11-38, 8:15)

6. Application of reconciliation to the Church Age believer:  every member of the Body of Christ is an ambassador representing Christ on earth. Therefore each member of the Body of Christ has the ministry of reconciliation. (2 Corinthians 5:18-20)

7. The prophecy of reconciliation. (Isaiah 57:19)

8. The means of reconciliation - the removal of the barrier:

a) Sin removed by unlimited atonement. (2 Corinthians 5:14, 15, 18, 1 Timothy 2:6, 4:10, Titus 2:11, Hebrews 2:9, 1 John 2:2)

b) Penalty of Sin removed by expiation. (Psalm 22:1-6, Colossians 2:14)

c) Problem of physical birth removed by regeneration. (John 3:1-18, Titus 3:5, 1 Peter 1:23)

d) Relative righteousness removed by imputation. (Romans 3:22, 9:30, 10:10, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Philippians 3:9, Hebrews 10:14) and justification (Romans 4:1-5, 4:25, 5:1, 8:29, 30, Galatians 2:16, Titus 3:7)

9. The barrier of God's perfect character removed by propitiation. (Romans 3:22-26, 1 John 2:1, 2)

10. Problem of position in Adam removed by positional sanctification. (1 Corinthians 15:22, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Ephesians 1:3-6)

HEALING:  THERE IS NO HEALING IN THE ATONEMENT

1. Scripture (Matthew 8:16-17) "When the even was come, they brought unto Him many that were possessed by devils and He cast out the spirits with his Word, and healed all that were sick, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esias the prophet saying, 'Himself took our infirmities and bare our sicknesses. "

2. Many misinterpret this passage as indicating that the atoning work of Jesus Christ forgives sin and heals sicknesses.

3. In (Matthew 8:1-17) there are four types of sickness - leprosy, paralysis, fever, demon possession.

4. In (Matthew 8:17) the word "took" means to take them by the hand and lead them away.  Alleviation of suffering is in focus rather than the transferring of suffering to Christ.  The diseases of these people were not transferred to Christ. He did not receive our leprosy, paralysis or fever.  And Jesus was not demon possessed - that's blasphemy.

5. Sickness and death are the result of sin.  Jesus had power to forgive sin, and therefore to heal sickness.  Jesus healed sickness to show that He was Messiah (Mark 2:3-12), but sickness remains with us, as a constant sign that we are fallen creatures in a fallen universe, even though now we are redeemed.  2 Timothy 4:20.
6. In the atonement, Christ bore our SINS in His own body on the tree, not SICKNESS. (1 Peter 2:24).  Jesus took away the diseases of many in his life-time but did not have them transferred to Himself.

7. The purpose of the atonement, therefore, is to pay the penalty of sin, not to provide healing for sicknesses that now are simply the reminder of the need to walk with Jesus in the filling of the Holy Spirit through the pressures of life.

MIRACLES: HEALING AND MIRACLES

1. The healing ministry of Jesus was not primarily to relieve suffering but to show Himself to the Jews as the Messiah.

2. Jesus Christ's major thrust in his ministry was healing from sin rather than physical healing, as healing from sin has eternal results whilst physical healing has temporal results only.

3. Examples of healing by Jesus Christ

a) The Leper (Matthew 8:1 -4)

The Jew was suffering from an incurable disease - leprosy. It was totally hopeless to expect a cure under normal conditions at that time in history. The cured leper was told to go to the priests, the Levitical priest of those days who had been given by God two chapters in the Old Testament for such cases. Uncleanliness (Leviticus 13), Cleanliness (Leviticus 14). It was unknown to use (Leviticus 14), its use with the cure of the leper should have alerted the Levitical priests that the Messiah was on earth.

b) Centurion's Servant (Matthew 8:5-13)

The Centurion was a Gentile believer who had great faith, showing he was a mature believer. His servant was suffering from the palsy (paralysis or polio). The Centurion showed great faith by knowing that he did not need Jesus Christ to enter his house to heal his servant. Using the Centurion's faith, Jesus Christ challenges the Jewish onlookers to trust him also.

c) Paralytic Healed (Matthew 9:1-8)

This Jewish believer lacked assurance of his sins forgiven. His friends, the stretcher bearers, who brought him to Jesus had great faith in the Lord. Jesus cured him to give the paralytic confidence in his sins being forgiven.

d) Peter's Mother-in-Law (Matthew 8:14-17)

Jesus cured her so that she could serve the Lord and help sustain Him.

4. There are many examples and means used by God for healing.

a) By direct contact. (Matthew 8:3,15; Mark 6:5)-

b) In response to the faith of friends. (Mark 2:5)

c) In response to prayer. (James 5:15,16)

d) Through doctors. (Colossians 4:14) and medicines - Figs for boils (2 Kings 20:7), Wine for ulcers (1 Timothy 5:23)

5. God did not heal many great saints who had diseases or problems.

a) Elisha (2 Kings 13:14)

b) Paul (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

c) Epaphroditus (Philippians 2-26,27)

d) Timothy (1 Timothy 5:23)

e) Principle of the sick saint (2 Corinthians 12:9)

6. Sickness is permitted for a number of reasons.

a) To bring us back to God's Word. (Psalm 119:6 7)

b) To make God's Word manifest. (John 9:1-3)

c) To glorify Jesus Christ. (John 11:4)

d) So that we can comfort others. (2 Corinthians 1:4)

e) To prepare us for future glory. (2 Corinthians 4:17)

f) To return us to fellowship. (Hebrews 12:5-10)

g) To make, us more fruitful. (John 15:2; Hebrews 12:1)

7. Miraculous healing does occur from time to time. God is able to heal anyone at any time but the Bible shows that it is not normally His purpose to do so. Beware deception, for Satan can counterfeit divine healing through “divine healers”.

HOLY SPIRIT - EFFECTIVE CALLING

1.
Drawing (gk. elkuo) means to draw, lead or impel. In this case the drawing or calling is in love. All the elect will freely respond to the work of the Holy Spirit. The drawing provides the motive to respond.

2.
All people are called to repent, but only the elect are drawn. (John 3:16, 36 , 12:32 16:8-11, 1 John 2:2)

3.
Believers, Called Ones, Elect, are all names for the same person. God calls, the Holy Spirit works, we simply respond to the call of Love. (Jeremiah 31:3, John 3:16)

4.
The calling provides the motivation for the expression of love in the unbeliever who is positive towards salvation. (Philippians 2:13)

5.
God can thereby give His gift of salvation to the elect. (John 1:13, Romans 9:16 Ephesians 2:8-9, Titus 3:5-6)

6.
God therefore gets the glory for His work, we get the benefits (Jude 24-25)


(a)
God planned it in eternity past.


(b)
God provides it at the cross.


(c)
God prepares for it in the life by conviction.


(d)
God provides the motivation to accept the offer.


(e)
God gives the gift of salvation to the elect.


(f)
God gives the Holy Spirit to the new believer.


(g)
God has prepared a new body for the believer.

HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

1. TO THE UNBELIEVER

a) RESTRAINING (2 Thessalonians 2:7)

If unbelievers were unrestrained in the Church Age the one world system which Satan is trying to establish would come. After the rapture of the Church it will come.

b) CONVICTING (John 16:7-11)

i) Sin - the barrier which remains in unbelief.

ii) Righteousness - God is totally righteous, man is only relatively righteous and needs God's righteousness for salvation.

iii) Judgment - Satan and all unbelievers are judged.

c) REGENERATION (John 3:5)

Man without the spirit cannot understand spiritual things. The Gospel is spiritual, the Holy Spirit makes the gospel a reality to the unbeliever when one believes and is "born again" or regenerated. (1 Corinthians 2:14)

2. TO THE BELIEVER AT SALVATION

a) Regeneration (John 3:1-16, Titus 3:5)

b) Baptism (Acts 1:5, 1 Corinthians 12:13, Ephesians 4:5) We are baptized into union with Jesus Christ and become part of the body of Christ.  This is not to be confused with the Filling of the Holy Spirit.

c) Indwelling (Romans 8:9, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20) From salvation on the believer is indwelt by the Spirit.

d) Sealing (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 1:13, 4:30). This ministry relates to your future with God, the guarantee of eternal security.

e) Distribution of spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12:11) Each believer receives a spiritual gift at the point of salvation in order to function in the body of Christ.

3. TO THE BELIEVER AFTER SALVATION (Spirituality)

The Ministry of the Holy Spirit after salvation is the means by which we live the Christian life ordained by God  (Ephesians 2:10, 5:18)

a) The Filling of the Holy Spirit (spirituality through confession of sin and surrender of the life). (1 John 1:9 Ephesians 5:18)

b) The character of Jesus Christ is produced by the believer when he is filled with the Spirit. (Galatians 4:19, 5:22, 23)

c) Glorification of Christ (John 7:39, 16:14, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20)

d) Fulfilment of the Law. (Romans 8:2-4)

HOLY SPIRIT OPERATION

This contrasts the different ways in which the Holy Spirit works in different circumstances and location. The locations under examination are Antioch and lconium.  It clearly shows that the outworking of the Holy Spirit varies from place to place. (Acts 15:22-35) (Antioch) (Acts 14.1-7) (Iconium)

1. In Antioch there was preaching only.  At Iconium there was preaching and miracles.

2. Believers cannot base a system of procedures on one successful operation.

3. Because the Holy Spirit permitted miracles in Iconium it does not follow that there will be miracles everywhere.

4. The same success was obtained at Antioch by the preaching and teaching of the word without miracles.

5. The ministry of the believer must be related to the Holy Spirit.  Such a ministry may be communicated by doctrine or verbally and may or may not contain accompanying supernatural phenomena.

6. The believer cannot compel the Holy Spirit to a type of procedure as at Iconium such as the tongues and healing that was used in the ancient world.  Because God permitted these things in the past it does not follow that they will be used in the present.

7. The demand for healing miracles and tongues is tantamount to dictating to God and this places the believer in opposition to the plan of God.

8. Miracles were always used to focus attention on the message from the word and were never used as a sign of spirituality and power:

(i) The message and not the miracles was always the important factor.

(ii) Emphasising miracles we either detract from the message or have no message at all.  The Holy Spirit always emphasises the message.

(iii) Today emphasis on miracles, tongues and healing obscures the issue of God's Word.

CHRIST:  TRIALS OF CHRIST

1. This shows how one of the two greatest forms of law of the ancient world was perverted to indict Christ.

2. Power of the Sanhedrin - the highest Courts in the land. The Sanhedrin could not pass capital punishment as the power to do so had been removed from them in 6 AD by the Romans.

3. There was a twofold indictment against the Lord:

a) Destroying the Temple and building another in three days. (Matthew 27:40, Matthew 26:6 1)

b) Claiming to be the Son of God. (Matthew 27:43)

4. The illegality of the Jewish trial:

a) Judge was prejudiced and had previously plotted the death of Jesus. (Matthew 26:59)

b). There was to be no arrest by religious authorities that was effected by a bribe. (Exodus 23:8)

c) The Courts was without jurisdiction to try a capital offence.

d) The incompetence of the judges is seen by the cross examination of the judges as its purpose is self incrimination. (Matthew 26:57-67)

e) The judges portrayed further prejudice by attempting to obtain testimony from false witnesses.

f) There were to be no steps of criminal proceedings after sunset.

g) Judges or Sanhedrin members were not allowed to participate in the arrest.

h) There were to be no trials before the morning sacrifice.

i) There were to be no secret trials, only public.

j) Sanhedrin trials could only be conducted in the hall of judgment of the Temple compound.

k) The procedure was to be first the defence and then the accusation.

l) All may argue in favour of acquittal, but all may not argue in favour of conviction.

m) There were to be two or three witnesses and their testimony had to agree in every detail. Deuteronomy 19:15

n) There was to be no allowance for the accused to testify against himself.

o) The High Priest was forbidden to rent his garments. Leviticus 21:10

p) Charges could not originate with the judges, they could only investigate charges brought to them.

q) The accusation of blasphemy was only valid if the name of God itself was pronounced.

r) A person could not be condemned on the basis of his own words alone.

s) The verdict could not be announced at night, only in the daytime.

t) In cases of capital punishment, the trial and guilty verdict could not occur at the same time but must be separated by at least 24 hours.

u) Voting for the death penalty had to be done by individual count beginning with the youngest so the young would not be influenced by the elders.

v) A unanimous decision for guilt shows innocence since it is impossible for 23-71 men to agree without plotting.

w) The sentence could only be pronounced three days after the guilty verdict.

x) Judges were to be humane and kind.

y) A person condemned to death was not to be scourged or beaten beforehand.

Principle - religion destroyed the objectivity of Jewish law.

5. General principles:

a) Any system of law which is bona-fide recognises a person as innocent until proven guilty.

b) Guilt must be proved in a fair trial by true laws of evidence.

c) In the time of Christ, two legal systems existed, Roman and Jewish law.

d) Jewish law was distorted by the infiltration of manmade religion.

e) Roman law was distorted by political expediency.

f) In His trials Jesus was subject to the two greatest systems of law in the ancient world, but both had been distorted by man.

CHRIST:  IMPECCABILITY OF CHRIST

1. The Bible declares that Christ was tempted yet did not sin.  Matthew 4, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Hebrews 4:15.

2. The key to understanding Christ's impeccability is found in the uniqueness of the hypostatic union.

[a]. Two natures united without mixture or transfer of attributes, or loss of identity being both personal  and eternal.  John 1:1-14; Romans 1:2-5, 9:5, Philippians 2:5-11, 1 Timothy 3:16

[b]. Christ is eternal God and perfect man, not humanity indwelt by God, not man having "harmony and sympathy'' with God.

[c]. The hypostatic union is necessary:


i.
For him to be Saviour - Philippians 2:7-8, Hebrews 2:14-15


ii.
For him to be  Mediator - Job 9:32-33, 1 Timothy 2:5-6


iii.
For him to be High-Priest - Hebrews 7:4-5, 10:5-14


iv.
For him to be King - 2 Samuel 7:8-16, Psalm 89:20-37

3. Being man, Christ was tempted and temptable (Matthew 4, Hebrews 4:15) being God, He could not sin or be tempted with evil. 1 John 1:5, James 1:13

4. Christ's humanity was tempted in all points as we are, yet without sin. Hebrews 4:15; 1 John 2:16

5. Christ had no Old Sin Nature due to his virgin birth.  Luke 1:35, John 8:46, 14:30, 1 John 3:5

6. Christ is a true mediator in that He is holy and not temptable in deity - having been tempted in humanity – yet never would or could sin.

CHRIST:  SACRIFICE OF CHRIST 

The sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross had many affects. It was

1. Penal 


Galatians  3:13 2 Corinthians  5:21

2. Substitutional 

Leviticus 1:4 Isaiah 53:5-6 2 Corinthians 5:21 1 Peter 2:24

3. Voluntary 

Genesis 22:9 John 10:18

4. Redemptive 

Galatians 3:13 Ephesians 1:7 1 Corinthians 6:20

5. Propitiatory 

Romans 3:25 1 John 2:2

6. Reconciling 

2 Corinthians 5:18,19 Colossians 1:21,22

7. Efficacious 

John 12:3 20-23 Romans 5:9,10 2 Corinthians 5:21 Ephesians 2:13 Hebrews 9:12

8. Revelatory 

John 3:16 1 John 4:9,10

CHRIST TYPES:  PASSOVER AS A TYPE OF CHRIST

1. The Passover is a type of Christ who fulfilled the type on the very day in AD. 32.

2. The Lord Jesus Christ is called our Passover, sacrificed for us.(1 Corinthians 5:7)

3. The Passover lamb was brought into the home four days before the feast to demonstrate that it was without blemish. (Exodus 12:5-6).

4. In fulfilment of the type Jesus Christ had a ministry of over three years to demonstrate that He was eligible to die for the sins of the world due to his unblemished character. (Hebrews 4:15)

5. The lamb tested must be slain by the family to be protected. (Exodus 12:6)

6. The Lord Jesus Christ having been found perfect had to die as a willing sacrifice. (Hebrews 9:22)

7. The blood from the sacrificed lamb had to be applied to the door. (Exodus 12:7)

8. The death of Christ has to be personally recognised and acted upon. This clearly shows the part played by the free will of man and demonstrates the rejection of the concept of universalism which states that not only did Christ die for all, which is true, but that all as a consequence are saved which is not true. (John 3:36)

9 The blood by itself, once applied, was totally able to provide protection against judgment. (Exodus 12:13)

10. The death of Christ once applied to the life is all sufficient in protection against judgment. (Romans 8:1)

11. The firstborn of Egypt died if the protection was not used. (Exodus 12:29)

12. God gave his only begotten Son to save us from the second death. (John 3:16)

OFFERINGS:  LEVITICAL OFFERINGS REPRESENT CHRIST

1. The Levitical offerings and sacrifices were a picture of the work of Jesus Christ.  (Hebrews 10:1)

2. There are five offerings in Leviticus 1-6

a) Burnt animal offerings Chapter 1 The work of Christ.

b) Cereal offerings Chapter 2 The person of Christ.

c) Peace offering Chapter 3 Reconciliation.

d) Sin offering Chapter 4 Unknown sins.

e) Trespass offering Chapter 5-6v7 Known sins.

3. Burnt animal offerings (Leviticus 1)

An innocent perfect animal was killed for the sins of the offerer. A representation of Jesus dying for our sins on the cross.

a) Bullock v2-9  Offered by the rich person.

Bullock is a male without blemish = Jesus Christ as a perfect person.

Offering is on the brazen altar = The death on the cross.

Offered voluntarily = Faith in Christ is on the basis of free will.

Sinner, (offerer) puts his hand on animal's head for an atonement. = Sins laid on Christ on the cross. Christ died for the sins of humanity . (2 Corinthians 5:21)

Killing of the bullock = The death of Christ 

Blood covering the altar = Total cleansing from sin.

Flaying of animal to check that there were no inner blemishes = Jesus was perfect and free from sin both outwardly and inwardly.

Wood burnt = Human good removed. (1 Corinthians 3:12, 15)

The head is burnt = The perfect mentality of Christ 

The fat is burnt = The outward perfection of Christ.

The gut washed with water from the brazen laver. = Cleansing from sin. (1 John 1:9)

The legs washed. = Cleansing from sin allows for service.

Bullock is burnt. = The solution to the sin problem at salvation and during the Christian life has been accomplished at the cross.

b) Sheep v10-13  Offered by the middle class.

c) Birds v14-17  Offered by the poor.

4. The Cereal Offerings (Leviticus 2)

a) The Gift Offering = the gift of Jesus Christ.

Fine flour = Perfection of Christ

Oil = Holy Spirit

Frankincense = Satisfaction to God the Father

Salt = Preservation

Leaven (not included) = Sin

Honey (not included) = Human Good.

Take a handful of the mixture = Appropriating salvation personally by faith.

Burnt on the altar = Judgment of Christ on the cross.

Oil = Jesus filled with the Holy Spirit.

The priest eats the remainder. = the priest is sustained by the Scriptures and the Holy Spirit.

b) The Oven Offering 

Unleavened bread = Christ had no sin.

Baked offering hidden from man's view = Godward side of the Cross. Golgotha shrouded in darkness during the period of judgment of the sins.

Fire = Justice of God

Offering = Perfect humanity of Christ

Oven = Cross

Oil = empowerment of Christ.

Frankincense = God is propitiated or satisfied.

c) The Flat plate Offering

Fine flour with oil = Perfection of Christ

Unleavened = No sin or sin nature

No frankincense = No propitiation until God judged the sins of the world.

Part into pieces = Crumbled - something completely destroyed - Christ's body broken for us. Crushed with our sin. (Isaiah 53)

Oil poured onto crumbs = Oil of appointment - Messiah or given one. God the Father appointed God the Son to go to the cross cf. dove at baptism.

d) The Frying Pan Offering

Partly closed, partly open - Unseen = Godward , propitiation.  Seen = manward, reconciliation.

The offerer gives offering to priest who takes it to the altar, takes part as a remembrance (memorial) for (judgment) = compare with Lord's Table remembrance

rest eaten by the priests - how we appropriate Christ - faith.

e) Rules of Cereal Offerings

Prohibited leaven = sin or evil

Honey = Human good or human sweetness

Garnished with salt = a contract between God and man.

f) Cereal offerings were made at the 

Passover (with burning = judgment = cross)

First fruits (without burning = resurrection)

Day of Atonement (with burning = judgment = cross)

g) The Memorial Offering

Green corn = Christ in resurrection

Dried = Roasted by fire, Judgment

Beaten = Bruised or crushed

Full ears = Perfection of Christ

Put oil on = Messiahship appointment.

Frankincense = Propitiation, satisfaction.

Burnt = = Reference to the cross

Memorial = Lord's Table of the Old Testament.

5. Peace offering Chapter 3 Reconciliation.

Similar to the burnt offering, with both male and female animals sacrificed.

6. Sin offering Chapter 4 Unknown sins.

Confession and repentance from sin, equivalent to 1 John 1:9 (and cleanse us from all -unknown sins - unrighteousness)

7. Trespass offering Chapter 5-6v7 Known sins.

Confession and repentance from sin, equivalent to 1 John 1:9 (forgive our - known/confessed - sins)

CHRIST:  OBEDIENCE OF JESUS CHRIST

1.  Jesus Christ was perfect in His obedience (Luke 2:51; Philippians 2:8).  Examples of the Lord's perfect obedience to the Father's will:

2. The Lord's temptation in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11), where the Lord resisted the temptation in His humanity to use His divine power outside the Father's will (Philippians 2:5-8, Hebrews 10:7)

3. In the Garden of Gethsemane the Lord resisted all temptation to the contrary but set His face firmly to go through with the horror of the cross (Matthew 26:38-46, Mark 14:34-42, Luke 22:41-44)

4. During the provocations of the trials the Lord stood firm and resolute.  Although He had the power to resist arrest, as shown briefly in (John 18:6), He voluntarily went with the troops, even chiding Peter for his sword play (Luke 22:49-51). Although abused (Matthew 26:67-68), struck (John 18:22), scourged (Matthew 27:26), mocked and beaten (Matthew 27:27-31), and finally crucified the Lord calmly accepted this all as part of the Father's Plan, resisting any temptation to rebel at the injustice, cruelty and callousness of those who perpetrated this evil.  Rather He prayed for them, acknowledging to Pilate that all this was part of His role as Saviour (Luke 23:34, John 18:37)

5. When miracles were demanded by Herod Antipas (Luke 23:8-11) the Lord resisted any temptation to instantly judge that evil man and his court but saying nothing set His face to the cross on which He would bear even the sins of Herod Antipas (1John 2:2)

6. When He stumbled on the road to the cross He did not call on divine strength but Simon of Cyrene had to be pressed into service to carry the cross (Matthew 27:32, Luke 23:26)

7. When reviled by the crowds as He hung on the cross, taunted to do things which He could have done, He resisted all temptation to step down from the cross but stayed there to bear the sins of all (Matthew 27:39-44, Mark 15:29-32, Luke 23:35-39).

CHRIST: RESURRECTION APPEARANCES

Recorded appearances after His resurrection:-

1. Mary Magdalene (John 20:14-18)

2. Women returning from the tomb (Matthew 28:8-10)

3. Emmaus couple (Luke 24:13-31)

4. Peter (Luke 24:34)

5. Ten disciples (Luke 24:36-43)

6. Disciples including Thomas (John 20:24-29)

7. Lake Tiberias appearance (John 21:1-23)

8. To the 500 (1 Corinthians 15:6)

9. James (1 Corinthians 15:7)

10. Disciples at the ascension (Acts 1:3-12)

11. Stephen (Acts 7:55)

12. Paul on Damascus Road (Acts 9:3-6)

13. Paul in the Temple (Acts 22:17-21)

14. Paul at night (Acts 23:11)

15. John on Patmos (Revelation 1:10-19).

CHRIST:  RESSURECTION BODY

The resurrection body of Jesus Christ -

1. Retained the nail prints in the hands and feet. (Psalm 22:16, Zechariah 12:10, John 20:25-29)

2. Retained the wound sear in the side. (John 20:25-29)

3. Christ was recognised on 15 appearances by his disciples as the one who died and rose again.

4. Resurrection body of Christ could eat. (Luke 24:42-43)

5. It had substance, it could be touched and felt. (Matthew 28:9, Luke 24:39, John 20:17)

6. His body could breathe. (John 20:22)

7. His body possessed flesh and bones. (Luke 24:39-40)

8. Could walk through closed doors. (Luke 24:36, John 20:19)

9. Appears and disappears suddenly. (Luke 24:31,36)

10 Could move vertically or horizontally. (Acts 1:9,10)

11 Our body will be just like His without the nail prints or wound in the side.

SALVATION:  JUSTIFICATION

1. Justification means "vindication", therefore it is the judicial act of God whereby he imputes His righteousness to the new believer at the point of salvation, thereby justifying him. (2 Corinthians 5:21

2. Salvation justification occurs at the moment of faith in Christ. (Romans 3:28, 5:1, Galatians 3:24)

3. Salvation justification is based on the principle of grace. (Romans 3:24, Titus 3:7)

4. Therefore salvation justification does not occur through the Mosaic Law. (Romans 3:20, 28, Galatians 2:16)

5. Salvation justification is the imputation of divine righteousness to the one believing in Christ. (Genesis 15:6, Romans 3:22, 4:4, 5, 16, 8:30-32)

6. The work of justification was accomplished by Christ on the cross. (Romans 5:8, 9)

7. Because the work for our justification was accomplished on the cross, Christ was resurrected to relate justification to victory. (Romans 4:25)

8. Post salvation or Christian life justification is the production of maturity. (James 2:21-25)

SALVATION:  REGENERATION:  BORN AGAIN

1. General Scripture - (John 3:5-8) 'Ye must be born again [born from above]  (v7). You are born of the Spirit. (v8) We then become new creatures in Christ.

2. Natural man cannot understand spiritual phenomenon (1 Corinthians 2:14). He lacks the ability to enter the Kingdom of God. (John 3:5). They are unable to please God. (Romans 8:7, 8)

3. New birth is a creation of the Holy Spirit. (John 1:12, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Ephesians 2:10, 4:24). Through the Holy Spirit we become aware that we are joint heirs with Christ. (Romans 8:16, 17)

4. The requirement for the new birth is belief on Christ, that He is crucified and risen. (John 1:12, 3:16-18,36). New birth occurs at the instant of belief.

5. Through new birth (Regeneration) the believer lives in Christ, and Christ in the believer. (Galatians 2:20, Ephesians 2:10, 4:24, 1 Peter 1:23-25, 1 John 5:10-12).

6. Once you are born you cannot be unborn.

ISAIAH CHAPTER 54 - REJOICE ALL THOSE WHO ARE DESPISED BY THE WORLD.

In the days of Isaiah, to be unable to have children was considered a terrible thing, even possibly a judgment of the Lord. National and personal identity was tied up in family and posterity. To fail to have a son to carry on the name was seen as a great shame, terribly unfortunate, or real tragedy. The focus of the people was temporal; they saw only the need to have a man-child to inherit their land rather than the eternal life issues. The only thing of importance is having a life lived firmly in the will of the Lord, and if the Lord’s will involves childlessness then the believer is challenged to accept that and move on rejoicing, just as Daniel and the three other named men, all made eunuchs, did. 

At times the Lord calls us to walk a path that may be the opposite to the expectations of the nation, or culture, and even of our own “heart’s desire”. Isaiah addresses those who have faced infertility here and challenges them to lift their eyes to eternity and to the Millennial Kingdom that precedes it and see past present pain, and rejoice in spiritual blessing now and physical blessings later. We are called the “Now Generation”, because we want everything “now”. Isaiah’s day was no different and we can all gain by modifying our desires in accordance with the will and plan of the Lord.

1  Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear; break forth into singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst not travail with child: for more are the children of the desolate than the children of the married wife, saith the LORD.

Isaiah calls upon people who are embarrassed about their infertility to rejoice when they see no reason to rejoice. They don’t feel like rejoicing but Isaiah urges/orders them, to rejoice, because they have a future. Galatians 4:21-28. 

Paul was in no doubt about the significance of this order; it was given to people of the promises of God, that they might practise the habit of rejoicing in the promises, even when all they saw was sorrow and pressure. They were never to forget that they were people of the promises of God, and that God would deliver them. They were to daily practise the habit of looking upwards to the Lord, with daily expectation of deliverance; living in faith and confident hope of eternal life blessings, rather than fear and worry about the things of time and space alone. Psalms 67:3-7, 98:1-9, Zephaniah 3:14-17, Zechariah 9:9, Revelation 7:9-10. 

The people with the big families rejoiced in their “blessing” in this day, but the day comes, the Lord says through his prophet, when the children of the person who was barren will be more numerous that the children of the one with many now. Where is our heart set? Many children now who grow up hating the Lord and going to hell provides no lasting basis for any rejoicing. Where is our treasure today? Matthew 6:19-21, Mark 10:21-31. Let us hold our wealth loosely, always “as unto the Lord” for his use, and any children we have a precious gifts from God, to be brought up in the love of the Lord God.

2  Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of thine habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes;

The Palestinian Covenant spoke of the expansion of the land held by Israel in the last age of the earth, with vast areas being held and lived in, a greater area than even under Solomon. Joshua 1:3-4. All this is promised to Israel and will be fulfilled under the Millennial reign of Christ. Refer to the study of the subject area, COVENANTS. To stretch the tent pegs out, to add extra flaps to the tent is to increase the floor area, the living room. It speaks of growth and great future prosperity.

3  For thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left; and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles, and make the desolate cities to be inhabited.

Recovery after the devastation of the Great Tribulation period will not appear immediately possible such will be the devastation. Even in the days of Isaiah the people looked out upon a devastated land under Assyrian domination and with great destruction all around. They must have felt there was no hope of the nation coming back from such a catastrophe, but they did and they re-populated the land. The later recovery will be even more amazing. Genesis 49:10, Psalms 72:8-11, Ezekiel 36:35-38, Romans 11:1ff.

4  Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed: neither be thou confounded; for thou shalt not be put to shame: for thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth, and shalt not remember the reproach of thy widowhood any more.

The shame of their infertility, the insults of others who mocked the people of God as if they were judged, all will be forgotten in that day. Isaiah urges faith not fear consistently throughout his ministry. Isaiah 41:10, 14, 45:16-17, 61:7. Peter, like Isaiah, urges faith be built through feeding on the promises of the Word of God and daily application of them through prayer and works of faith in life. He urges the believers to see the eternal reality as stronger than the temporal pressures. 1 Peter 2:1-10. 

Past failures do not stop future blessings and usefulness before the Lord. The Lord calls us to advance in faith. We are not to develop a self indulgent guilt complex about our past sins and short comings in service. We are to confess and move forward. 1 John 1:9, Philippians 3:13-14. 

This nation would have to confront the fact of the Babylonian captivity and see the truth that it was a result of their sins, just as the Assyrian devastation had been. They would have to confront the fact of dead relatives and enslaved brothers and sisters, and realise that they had done this to themselves! Such things can break the will to live, can lead to devastating self reproach and guilt that destroys all enjoyment of life. The “root of bitterness” can go deeply into the soul of the guilty person. Hebrews 12:11-15. 

The challenge is to rise to our feet again, confess our sins, and then look away from what God has forgiven and forgotten and move forward to enjoy his blessing and working in his service again. Psalms 103:10-14. Our motto is to be as strong as the promises of the Word that we apply into the fabric of our daily life. “No regrets, no backward glances to things that cannot be changed, only advancing in his service every day we have left”.

5  For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he be called.

The one who made them, both as individuals and as a nation is the Lord God. The Lord is not just their God but the one who “married” them; took them under his protective wings and nourished them. Jeremiah 3:12-15, Hosea 2:19-20, 2 Corinthians 11:1-3, Ephesians 5:25-32. The Lord Jesus becomes the “Lord of Hosts” as he leads his army out of heaven and invades the earth at his second advent. Revelation 19:11ff. He will be the “God of the whole earth” in the sense of rulership after that invasion. Isaiah holds out this hope before the people; it is in the certainty of the Lord’s final victory that they are to live each day. 

6  For the LORD hath called thee as a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a wife of youth, when thou wast refused, saith thy God.

Israel has been forsaken because of their sin, but they are still the “wife of youth” and like Hosea’s love for Gomer, the love of the Lord for Israel never ends. They will be restored for the Lord’s love is with them. At present the nation is like the “woman forsaken”, but she will be restored as “the bride of youth”. The contrast is stark.


NOW (FORSAKEN)




THEN (RESTORED)

Obnoxious to God and his servants



Beautiful and in love with her called man.

Grieved in spirit, filled with mental attitude sins.

Focused in her love for her Lord and Saviour.

She had become this way slowly over time.


She is transformed by the Gospel message.

She doesn’t have friends, shunned by them.


Is surrounded by those who also love the Lord.

Mental Attitude Sins have made her ugly.


Love Fruit of the Spirit) has produced inner beauty.

No discernment in what has spiritual worth.


Discerning the truth clearly within.

No stability of character and behaviours.

Stabilized in the love of the Lord and knowledge of his 
Word.

7  For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I gather thee.

They are “called” again by the Lord who loves them and they are restored by his grace, mercy and love. This is the picture of salvation and sanctification; we are lifted up by the Lord and his plan. Their national and individual discipline does not hinder the grace and plan of God. There is no halt to the Plan of God because of the disobedience of man. Psalms 30:5, 2 Corinthians 4:16-18. Our disobedience simply stops our part in the plan, and the blessing that would have been ours goes to another. 

Even then we turn things around by repentance. Refer to the topics, CHRISTIAN LIFE: REPENTANCE, SERVICE, and SUBMISSION. God remains faithful to us even if we fail, for we are his and he never stops loving us. 2 Timothy 2:13. Our challenge is to place ourselves beneath the hand of God again and he lifts us up and restores our place in the plan. Deuteronomy 30:1-6, Ezekiel 36:24-27, Ephesians 1:18, 2 Peter 3:5-8. 

8  In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy Redeemer.

The Lord draws a strong contrast between the Assyrian crisis and their future blessing. The great disaster they have faced is the result of the Lord simply, “looking away for a brief moment”. This comment is designed to remind them that they have a fragile existence that is secure only because of the Lord’s hand upon them. The Lord is angry with them, and his anger is righteous, but brief. They are told here that they could have received far worse, but God has held them back from that. Psalms 27:9, 14, Ezekiel 39:23-24. The Lord’s love is then showed again as they respond appropriately to his righteous demands for holiness from them. Psalms 103:17-18, Jeremiah 31:3, 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17, 1 Timothy 1:16. 

9  For this is as the waters of Noah unto me: for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth; so have I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee.

The promise of the Lord to Noah is that the earth will never again be destroyed as it was in his day; things will go on with their natural cycles until the end of the earth’s natural life and then it will be replaced, but it will not be destroyed by man or God until that moment. God’s hand remains on the earth he has made and it will fulfil it’s purpose until the end. Genesis 8:20-22, 9:9-16, Psalms 104:4-9, Hebrews 6:16-20. We have God’s word upon these things and can rest secure in his promises, or panic with the fears that the enemy sues against us.

10  For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the LORD that hath mercy on thee.

The mountains were cast upwards during the tectonic activity at the time of the flood, Genesis 9:11. They will be smoothed out at some point and the land restored to it’s pre-flood prosperity but even though the mountains will sink again into the earth’s crust the words of God will never disappear as the mountains will. Ps 46:1-3, Revelation 16:17ff. 

Though all nature be disturbed, though storms lash, and tsunamis rage across the lands; we can choose to be relaxed in the promises of God who still has the whole world in his hands. Psalms 89:30-34, Hebrews 8:6-13. Even though mountains fall, the Lord’s kindness, peace, and mercy will remain towards his people. Even at the end of all things within this universe the Lord has loving provision for us. Hebrews 13:20-21, 2 Peter 3:10-13. 

11  O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, behold, I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with sapphires.  12  And I will make thy windows of agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant stones.

The suffering of the Great Tribulation period will be terrible but the Lord will bless them through it and they will be delivered through it to glory on the other side. Psalms 129:1-4. Even though at times the nation has been “ploughed” with their backs furrowed by the beatings, they are still there and the Lord will bless them yet. Comfort has appeared to be many years away. They have been built up on a precious foundation of God’s grace provisions. Ephesians 2:20-22. 

Many precious stones from the days are described here as part of the foundation, each stone standing for a characteristic of God’s gracious provision. Sapphires were blue like the sky and stood for the  heavens which God made above man, a picture of the beauty of the perfection of the character of God. Exodus 24:10, 28:15-21, 39:8-14. Refer to the study of PRIESTS; PRIESTLY GARMENTS for a study of the High Priest’s breastplate, on which each of these stones appears. 

Agates are blood red and this stands for the blood of Christ shed for us all to cover our sins. The carbuncles are diamonds, pure, clear and sparkling in the light. These stand for the character of the believer transformed by the person and work of God for them. 

We are meant to shine for the Lord as diamonds, for we are built upon the perfect character of God and his saving work for us. All the “borders are pleasant (precious) stones”. We are all precious in his sight, and are jewels in his crown. Psalms 49:8, 72:14, 116:15, Malachi 3:17, 1 Peter 1:3-9, 2:1-6.

13  And all thy children shall be taught of the LORD; and great shall be the peace of thy children.

All the children will be taught about the Lord in that great day of the Lord’s final deliverance of his people. As we have already seen in Isaiah 11:1-10, the Lord runs a daily Bible class throughout the Millennium for the whole world. Around the world people will be able to watch and listen to the Lord live give the daily teaching. In Isaiah’s day only selected people got to learn to read, and fewer got to study the scriptures, but everyone will study in that day. Just like today the challenge will be to turn on the TV and watch, listen and apply every day of their blessed life. Psalms 25:8-14, 71:14-18, Matthew 11:25-30, 1 John 2:21-28.

The state of the Millennial Kingdom is described in terms of great peace, or wonderful shalom. Shalom is the word for much more than the absence of war; it means all that is conducive for prosperity of soul and life generally. To greet a person and say “shalom” to them means you are wishing them great blessing. Psalms 119:161-168, Ezekiel 34:23-28, Hosea 2:18-20, John 14:27, 16:33, Romans 5:1-5, Galatians 5:2-23, Philippians 4:4-7.

14  In righteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear: and from terror; for it shall not come near thee.

To be safe is to be within the righteous covering of God. We have studied the imputed righteousness of God through the BTB study before and in this day all mankind will be covered by this, for only the saved enter the Millennial Kingdom. God’s blessings will be upon the earth and all that dwell therein that day. Proverbs 3:13-26, Zephaniah 3:13-20. Fear and terror have plagued the history of the Jewish people, as they have been in fear more often than prosperity, facing terrorists more often than facing friendly neighbours. All that is gone in the end and they enter the new age through the deliverance of the Lord their God, Jesus the Messiah.

15  Behold, they shall surely gather together, but not by me: whosoever shall gather together against thee shall fall for thy sake.

There will be a terrible “gathering together” of the armies of evil to try to destroy the Jewish people during the last days of the Great Tribulation period. Down the centuries men and women have hated the Jewish people because they hate the Lord who made them his, but all too often they have claimed that God led them to this anti-Semitism! They lie like the Rabshakah did outside Jerusalem, Isaiah 36-37, but their lies will be unravelled and they will be judged. These evil men will try to deal to Israel, but the Lord will protect those who fight or fly and he will bring their invasion to nothing in the end. Ezekiel 38:8-23, Joel 3:9-16, Revelation 19:11-21, 20:1-15. 

There is final and complete judgment for all who have insulted God’s people. The final judgment of fallen man is at the end of the Millennial Kingdom, where those who followed Satan rather than the Christ are consigned to join him in the Lake of Fire. When these judgments upon the earth, (where their sins happened), are completed, the entire old creation is imploded, and the Lord brings in a new creation altogether. 2 Peter 3:10-13, Revelation 21:1ff.

16  Behold, I have created the smith that bloweth the coals in the fire, and that bringeth forth an instrument for his work; and I have created the waster to destroy.

The Lord is the one who created the universe. Some have read this passage as the Lord being the creator of all weaponry but that would run counter to verse 15. It is better to see the smith’s fire and bellows here as the creative process, which is the focus of the image as Isaiah gives it. The Lord created all things and so he makes the fire to form or destroy the items of space and time. He is the master smith who made the universe and so knows when it has run it’s course. The wicked men pretend they plan and can execute their plans against the people of God, but it is the Lord who is the creator, and while he, in grace and mercy, allows them some lee way, they must all come to his place of justice. Psalms 37:12-24, Daniel 4:34-37, Zechariah 12:2-10, 14:2-7.

17  No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD.

No matter how strong the opposition the believer may face, we can all claim the principle behind this promise to the Jews of Jerusalem in these last days. No matter how powerful the weapons made to fight us, they will all be rendered useless against the people of God, because the plan of God will work out upon the earth. To stand in the plan is to stand in the will of God, and such a position is unassailable by the enemy. When we stand with the Lord’s power within us, firmly determined to do his will only, then we stand in the place of power. None can stand against the Lord, and when we stand with him it is he who delivers us and opens the door for service in the midst of terrible things. Psalms 2:1-5, 10-12, Matthew 16:18, John 10:28-30, Romans 8:1-4, 28-39. The inheritance of the children of God is blessedness and eternal life in him. We have an everlasting destiny and none can rob us of that or separate us from it. Romans 6:21-23, 2 Corinthians 5:17-21. 

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
This last verse is a great comfort to all who know and love the Lord and his Word. No weapon forged against us will stand. We are in the hands of the living God, and if we are walking in his will we have absolute safety until we see him face to face. He is our strength and security. Let us ensure that each day begins with prayer and is a focused walk in the Spirit to reach the goals the Lord has for us each day.

2. 
We are called to rejoice well in advance of the actual deliverance of the Lord. It is certain, so why do we not rejoice before and after? God wants us to have double joy with every test that comes, but our lack of faith robs us of this glory. Let us ensure our treasure is hid with Christ in God. Let us ensure that all our rejoicing is in things that are eternal. It is not the number of our temporal children that we are blessed, but in our eternal spiritual blessings, and hopefully any children we have are there with us. 

3. 
The Palestinian Covenant will be fulfilled, we do not have to work for it now by political intrigue, for we are called to relax in the plan, for the Lord will deliver the land to his people. Do not be disturbed; do not be dismayed at politics and the evils of men, for the Lord will bring all their counsels to nothing. The plan is unfolding through time, there is nothing to stop it, for God drives it.

4. 
Faith not fear is to guide us throughout our ministry upon the earth. Our past failures do not stop the Lord’s blessing upon us. We are to confess any failure and then rise to our feet, and press on into blessing through service. We are here to serve, and while we live there is blessing to be won. Let us press on in faith. The joy of the Lord is our strength. 

5. 
We are the bride of Christ now as the church. How much more secure can you get than to be the beloved bride of the King? We are called to rejoice more and more in the Lord as we walk close to him. The bride walks close to her bridegroom, and so ought we to walk close to our Lord every day of our life. 

6. 
We are forgiven our sins. Failure does not stop the blessing of the Lord when repentance occurs. We are called to face our failures and sins, confess them before the one who loves us, rise to our feet and then press on to serve him with rejoicing. Our focus is only to be backwards to the cross, never to our past failures. We are called to press onwards, to forget the things that are behind us, and to press on to the high calling we have in Christ Jesus.

7. 
God’s hand is upon the earth for it’s preservation. The earth will survive and a saved remnant will come through the Great Tribulation period, at least a third of the Jewish people, and possibly 5% or more of the total population of the earth may come through. This last figure is speculation, being below the “salt level” for preservation. We do not have to agonize over ecology today as believers, for while being careful of our wonderful world we face the realities of the last days with total pollution of all the oceans and massive destruction of the land. It will be restored!

DOCTRINAL TOPICS

COVENANTS

1. A covenant is a contract or agreement between God and man.

2. Some covenants are unconditional - God will fulfil them, irrespective of man's obedience.  Other covenants are conditional upon man's obedience.

3. Christ is central to all of the covenants in Scripture:

a) EDENIC - Christ is the second Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45-47).

b) ADAMIC - Christ is the seed of the woman (Genesis 3:15).

c) NOAHIC - Christ is the greatest son of Shem (Luke 3:36; Genesis 9:23-27).

d) ABRAHAMIC - The seed to whom the promises were made (Genesis 22:18).

e) MOSAIC - He fulfilled this covenant (Matthew 5:17).

f) PALESTINIAN - He lived as a Jew in the land and will inherit the land

g) DAVIDIC - Christ is the King of the Jews and will rule forever (Luke 1:31-33; John 19:19-22).

h) NEW - Christ's sacrifice is its foundation and focus in the Millennium (1 Corinthians 11:25).

COVENANT:  PALESTINIAN COVENANT

1. The Palestinian Covenant deals with the Jews controlling an area of land in the Middle East which was unconditionally given to Abraham. It should be noted that the Jews have never possessed the land as specified, but will do so during the Millennium. (Deuteronomy 30:1-9, Isaiah 11:10-12, Jeremiah 23:3-8, Ezekiel 37:21-25).

2. The Palestinian Covenant gives:

a) Dispersion for disobedience (v 1) (Deuteronomy 28:63-68).

b) The future repentance of Israel (v 2).

c) The return of the Lord (v 3) (Amos 9:9-14; Acts 15:14-17).

d) Restoration to the land (v 5) (Isaiah 11:11,12; Jeremiah 23:3-8; Ezekiel 37:21-25).

e) National conversion (v 6) (Romans 11:26-27; Joel 2:14-16).

f) Judgment of Israel's enemies (v 7) Joel 3:1 -8).

g) National prosperity (v 9) (Amos 9:11-15).

3. It is unconditional - God will fulfil it.

COVENANT:  DAVIDIC COVENANT

1. Israel will have a king forever  2 Samuel 7:8-17.

a) A descendant of  David in the Davidic line (v 12)

b) He will have a kingdom to rule over. (v 12)

c) God will provide a throne. (v 13)

d) The throne will be forever. (vs 13,16)

e) The Davidic Covenant is restated in (v 16)

2. The covenant has one condition - disobedience will be rewarded with discipline but will not cause the cancellation of the covenant. (2 Samuel 7:15; Psalm 89:20-37)

3. Discipline came with the division of the kingdom under Rehoboam. (1 Kings 12:16-20)

4. Discipline continued with the captivity of Samaria in 721 BC and Judah in 586 BC.

5. Since then the only King of David crowned in Jerusalem has been crowned with a crown of thorns. (Matthew 27:29).

6. The Davidic Covenant was confirmed to Mary. (Luke 1:31-33; Acts 2:29-31).

7. The Davidic Covenant will be fulfilled at the Second Advent of Christ when He will commence His everlasting rule with the 1,000 year reign of the Millennium. ((Luke 1:32, Acts 2:29-30, Revelation 20:4-6)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REPENTANCE

1. Two words are translated repentance in the New Testament:-

a) Metanoia - META - to change , NOIA - the mind, which means to change one's opinion or mind about something or someone.

b) Meta Melamai - to feel sorry for - an emotional reaction because of acts undertaken.

2. Repentance in salvation is to change one's attitude toward the person and work of Christ. (Luke 13:3,5, 15:7, 10, 16:30, 3 1, Acts 17:30, 31, 20:2 1, Romans 2:4, 2 Peter 3:9)

3. Repentance is used in salvation mainly for the Jews. The Jews had seen Christ as a great teacher, a wise man, a prophet. They repented and now recognised him as the Son of God. In the case of the Gentiles, the word believe is used. (Acts 16:3 1 ) as they had no previous ideas about the person of Christ.

4. The Fruit of Meta Melamai, such as penance and sorrow does not save. e.g. Judas repented of his actions and went to eternal damnation.

5. However, Godly sorrow works repentance. (2 Corinthians 7:8-11)

6. The Holy Spirit is responsible for repentance in salvation. (1 Corinthians 2:14, John 16:8-11) It convicts of sin, righteousness and judgment.

7. The Believer is told to repent from dead works or human good.

8. When God repents it is symbolic (Genesis 6:6, Exodus 32:14, Judges 2:18, 1 Samuel 15:35, Jeremiah 15:6, Amos 7:3, 6, Hebrews 7:21)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SERVICE

1. Our duty is to surrender our entire lives to God. (Romans 12:1)

2. Willingness is essential. (Judges 5:2, 8:25, Isaiah 1:19, 2 Corinthians 8:3)

3. Service in the big things requires by faithfulness in the small things.

4. Monotony and difficulties are transformed into the opportunities with the correct attitude  (Matthew 6:33)

5. Everything we do should be "as unto the Lord" (Colossians 3:17)

6. Service to Christ is acceptable to God and approved of men (Romans 14:18)

7. Our work should be completed. (John 4:34, 17:4, Acts 20:24, 2 Timothy 4:7)

8. The example of Christ. (Matthew 20:28, Luke 22:27, Philippians 2:7)

9. Qualities of our service:-

a) It is demanded. (Hebrews 12:28)

b) It should be immediate. (Matthew 21:28)

c) It is abundant. (1 Corinthians 15:58)

d) It is according to ability. (Matthew 25:22, Luke 12:48)

e) It is in co-operation with God. (2 Corinthians 6:1)

f) Must be exclusive (Luke 16:13)

g) In the power of the spirit (Romans 1:9)

h) Undertaken in Godly fear (Hebrews 12:28)

i) Motivated by love (Galatians 5:13)

10. It is :-

a) Following Christ (John 12:26)

b) For him whom all Christians serve (Colossians 3;24)

c) Service to God (Acts 27:23).

11. It requires:-

a) Turning from idols (1 Thessalonians 1:9)

b) Fasting and prayer (Luke 2:37)

c) Ministry of the Word (Acts 6:1-4).

12. Benefits of Service:-

a) It glorifies God. (Matthew 5:16, John 15:8)

b) It enriches life. (1 Timothy 6:18-19)

c) It gives a pattern for imitation. (Titus 2:7)

d) It encourages others in their tasks. (Hebrews 10:24)

e) It shows neighbourliness. (Luke 10:36-37)

f) It lightens life's burdens. (Galatians 6:2,16)

g) It demonstrates love. (John 21:15-17)

h) It demonstrates faith. (James 2:17-18, 1 Peter 2:12)

i) It is Christlike. (John 13:12-15)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUBMISSION

1. This means to humble oneself in willing service to another, with the connotation that it is for your good.  Genesis 16:9,  1 Peter 5:6,  Hebrews 13:17.

2. We must fully surrender ourselves to God. James 4:7, Romans 12:1-2  As the Lord made himself obedient unto death so must we. Philippians 2:18.

3. We are, in Christ to submit ourselves each to the other within the church.  This involves putting the spiritual needs of others ahead of any personal interests. Ephesians 5:21.

4. Within the church believers are to submit to the teaching authority of the pastor as he preaches from the Word. Hebrews 13:17, 1 Corinthians 16:6,  1 Peter 5:5.

5. A wife is to submit herself to her own husband within their marriage.  This involves  respect for him as her spiritual leader and protector. Ephesians 5:22, Colossians 3:18, Titus 2:4 -5. 

6. Children also are to submit in love to their parents' authority under God. Colossians 3:20.

7. All believers are to be in submission to the laws of their land, unless those laws violate the clear command of God.  Romans 13:1 , 2, Matthew 22:21, 1 Peter 2:13-17, exception example, Acts 4:15-20,  5:40-42.

8. Workers are to be under authority of their employers and their managers.  Colossians 3:22-25, Ephesians 6:5-8, Titus 2:9, 10,  1 Peter 2:18-24.

9. Those in authority have a special responsibility to treat those under them with care and respect.  Colossians 4:1

PRIESTS

1. A priest is a man who represents himself or other men before God.

2. There are three categories of priesthood in human history:

a) Family priest - from Adam until Levi

b) Levitical priesthood. - appointed under the Law of Moses

c) Royal priesthood

i) Melchizedek - king of Jerusalem, but also priest of the Most High (Genesis 14:18)

ii) Jesus Christ - King of Kings and the Great High Priest (Hebrews 10:17)

iii) Church Age believer - we share Christ's priesthood, since we are united with Him (1 Peter 2:9)

3. Until the Law was given the head of each family was the priest for that family. (Genesis 8:20, 26:25, 31:54)

4. When the Law was proposed the whole nation of Israel was to be "a kingdom of priests unto God". The nation of Israel however failed in unbelief.

5. God appointed Aaron and his family in the tribe of Levi as a specialised priesthood (Exodus 28:1)

6. All believers in the Church Age have become a kingdom of priests in Christ (1 Peter 2:9, Revelation 1:6)

7. The chief privilege of being a priest is to be able to approach God directly. (Hebrews 4:14-16, 10:19-22)

8. In their role as a priest the believer offers:-

a) Their own body. (Romans 12:1, Philippians 2:17)

b) Praise to God. (Hebrews 13:15-16)

c) Their possessions. (Romans 12:13, Galatians 6:6)

d) Intercession on behalf of others. (Colossians 4:12,1 Timothy 2:1)

9. The priest must be a partaker of the nature of the people he represents. Jesus Christ had to be a human too. (Hebrews 5:1, 7:4, 5, 7:14-28, 10:5, 10:10-14)

10. Comparison of the priesthoods

a) The Melchizedek priesthood was a picture of the priesthood of Christ (Hebrews 

b) The Levitical Priesthood 

i) Was based on the Law, which could not save

ii) Was based on physical birth into the family of Aaron

iii) Was available only to the family of Aaron

iv) The priests came from the tribe of Levi.  The kings came from the tribe of Judah.  No person could be a priest and a king.

v) Was based on mere men, with their own weaknesses and sin

vi) Ended when the priest died

c) The Royal Priesthood of Christ

i) Is based on Christ's sacrifice, which took away all sin for all time

ii) Is based on spiritual birth, being born again into the family of God

iii) Is universal to all believers in the Church Age

iv) It is a royal priesthood - because of the Kingship and Priestly office of Jesus Christ

v) Is based on the perfect person of Christ

vi) Is eternal, since Christ lives forever

PRIESTS:  PRIESTLY GARMENTS

1. General Scripture:- (Exodus 28)

2. The priestly garments of the High Priest of Israel consisted of seven items.

a) The linen garments

b) The robe of the Ephod

c) The Ephod

d) The Urim and Thummim

e) The Girdle

f) The Crown

g) The Breastplate

3. The priestly garments were designed by God and every detail points to the person and work of Christ. In Exodus 28 the garments are called Holy (v2) fine linen (v5) pure gold (v4) precious stones (v17-20) anointed with costly ointment (v41) made by the wise hearted (v3) . This speaks that the garments are made of the very best materials by the finest craftsmen.

4. The Linen Garments (Exodus 28:39-43)

All the priests wore fine twined linen clothes. The fine twined linen shows the absolute perfection of Christ. The garments of the High Priest were built up and covered the white linen clothes.

Principle: All works in the Christian life are based on the work of Christ on the Cross. We stand justified by his righteousness alone.

The Material-. Fine twined linen was an art which died with the Egyptians. The only linen of this type in existence today covers mummies in museums. The fine twined linen was finer than the finest muslin.

Principle:  Only the finest material can speak of his holiness and righteousness. The fabric was embroidered with colour. (v39). 

Two words are used for embroidery in the bible. One to add colour to a basic garment the other to weave into the base garment a design as an integral part of the garment. The latter is used in this verse. From afar the coat looked like a white garment. Close up however the garment appeared beautifully coloured and exquisite.

Principle:  From afar Jesus may appear as a great teacher or prophet. Close up however he is revealed in his full beauty as the Son of God.

The Coat:  The word for coat is used in only one other location in the bible - in Genesis 3, where Adam and Eve were covered by a coat of skin (singular) - one death sufficed for Adam and Eve.

Analogy:  The death of Christ availed for all mankind.

The High Priest on the Day of Atonement:  On that day the High Priest wore a linen coat, hat and trousers when he offered his sacrifice in the Holy of Holies.

Analogy:  Christ in his human body (the linen coat) offered once and for all the sacrifice of his body for the sins of the world. Having been judged satisfactory by God he put on his High Priest's garments- the resurrection body.

5. Robe of the Ephod. (Exodus 28:31-35)

The robe of the Ephod was of blue with golden bells and pomegranates around the hem. The robe, unlike the coat, signifies an office. The placing on of the robe was appointment or commissioning to a high calling.

Analogies:  Our High Priest was commissioned to be a High Priest for us. Christ means commissioned one. The robe is almost always associated with royalty in the bible. Christ is a royal priest after the order of Melchizedek. (Psalm 110:4). We also are of the royal priesthood because of our union with Christ.

The holiness of Christ (the linen coat) is covered by the blue robe of the Ephod (the deity of Christ). This has its counterpart in the Tabernacle where the broken tablets of stone in the Ark of the Covenant was covered by the solid gold (deity) of the mercy seat.

The robe of the Ephod was woven in one piece. It had neither beginning nor end.

Analogy:  The deity of Christ is eternal, it has no beginning nor end. (Revelation 1:8). All the grace covenants are eternal in nature.

The binding around the neck was as strong as chain mail thus making the robe untearable.

Analogy:  Our salvation is secure through the power of God.

Fruit Symbols:  Pomegranate - peace. Grape - joy. Apple - love.

These three fruits are often found together in the Old Testament. The New Testament equivalent is (Galatians 5:22). Love, Joy, Peace as the first three characteristics of the fruit of the spirit.

The robe with the pomegranates show the King of peace - Melchizedek was the King of Salem (peace).

Principle:  The Melchizedek priesthood is shown within the Aaronic priesthood. The bells represent intercessing prayer. They continuously rang as he moved about in the Holy Place - Christ is constantly interceding for us.

6. The Ephod (Exodus 28:6-14)

The Ephod was made of blue, purple, scarlet and white linen. The colours were interlaced by gold representing the deity of Christ binding together the various facets of the person of Christ.

Blue - Godward - Gospel of John. Purple - Kingly - Gospel of Matthew. Scarlet - Saviour - Gospel of Mark. White - man - Gospel of Luke. (see the Four Gospels)

In the book of Exodus these colours are repeated 24 times.

7. The Urim and Thummim (Exodus 28:30)

a) Urim - lights

b) Thummim - perfection

It appears these were placed in a pouch in the breastplate. It is not known what they were but it is thought that they could have been the white and black stones used in voting either yes (white) or no (black) in the ancient world. (Revelation 2:17)

God's will would therefore have been given by a yes or no answer to questions asked. A check in the Old Testament of the use of Urim and Thummim reveals that it was always positive or negative, never conversational. Our Urim and Thummim today is the Word of God as a completed canon which represents the total revelation of God to man necessary to successfully live the Christian life. (1 Corinthians 2:16)

8. The Girdle (Exodus 28:8)

This was a strip of fine twined linen worked in blue, purple and scarlet. It was around the waist of the High Priest tied tightly so that the garments became an inseparable part of the priest.

The girdle was used in three different ways:-

Working - The Lord washing the disciples feet.

Walking - Exodus generation. (Exodus 12:11)

War - The Girdle of truth. (Ephesians 6:14)

In 1 Peter 1:13 we are commanded to gird up our mind.

9. The Crown. (Exodus 28:36-38)

This was a plate of pure gold inscribed 'Holiness to the Lord' . It was tied to the mitre by a blue ribbon and was positioned on his forehead. This is immediately in front of the thinking part of the brain and over the soul of the High Priest of Israel. (Joshua 1:8)

10. The Breastplate (Exodus 28:15-29)

The Breastplate was made of blue, purple and scarlet on white and had twelve precious stones set in it. Each represented one of the twelve tribes with the exception of Levi. 

It was 20 cm. square, doubled forming a pocket for Urim and Thummim. It was secured from above by chains of gold to the shoulder stones and at the base by ribbons of blue to the Ephod.

The Stones and Tribes were in order

Sardis - Judah; Topaz - Issachar; Carbuncle - Zebulun; Emerald - Reuben; Sapphire - Simeon; Diamond - Gad; Lizure - Ephraim; Agate - Manasseh; Amethyste - Benjamin; Beryl - Dan; Onyx - Asher; Jasper - Naphtali.

On the Two Shoulder Stones - two onyx stones (Exodus 28:9, 10) the names of the tribes were written again with Ephraim and Manasseh being replaced by Joseph and Levi.

The Shoulder Stone names were according to their birth (Exodus 28:10) - representing Salvation - the two stones are the same - Salvation is the same for everybody.

The Breastplate Stone names were according to their precedence in the tribes. (Numbers 10:14-27) all stones are different - representing a variety of spiritual gifts - all have different talents for serving the Lord.

Principle:  All the stones in the breastplate were precious. We are all precious in his sight and important in God's service. We are all necessary as members of the body of Christ.  We have diversity without inferiority.

CHAPTER 55 - SALVATION IN THE OLD TESTAMENT PERIOD

This is one of the greatest salvation appeals in the entire scripture. It is God’s appeal to the people of the earth to come and rejoice in the Lord. It is an appeal to take the words of the Lord seriously; to hunger after truth and seek the transformation of soul that the truth brings. This is another doctrine packed sermon by Isaiah.

1  Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.

To be saved man must express positive volition towards his God, and the Holy Spirit provides all that is needed so that such action is still of grace through faith, not of any works of man. Refer to the studies on HOLY SPIRIT; MINISTRY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, and also GRACE, and then SALVATION. 

In the time of Isaiah salvation was still by grace through faith, only the expression of faith differed, in that the object was the sacrifice on the altar, where as we express faith in the one the sacrificial system spoken of, Christ. Notice how people are urged to come to God and buy, yet there is the recognition that they have no money. They can only buy because they are given the money to buy with. The redemption price is paid and all the blessings of God are available the children of God because of what Christ did upon the altar of the Cross. Isaiah 52:3, Romans 3:24, Ephesians 2:4-10.

Positive Volition towards God is requested, and it is appealed for. Men and women are urged to “hear, think, believe, apply” all they have heard. They are urged to seek the truth, to search for the wisdom that will save them. Proverbs 1:20-23, 8:1-21. Blessing is promised to all who throw themselves into the search for truth, for they will find God there. The Holy Spirit enables all mankind who seeks to find. Truth is found only in an active relationship with God. Truth is never academic and theoretical, it is personal and relational, and it is transforming of daily life. Psalms 42:1-5, 63:1-7, 143:5-6, 10-11, John 4:10-14, 7:37-39. 

The command to buy, as we have noted is a grace command, for the money is provided to the seeker, but the volition must be expressed. God is looking within us all for the expectation of redemption and recovery from the burden of sin and the deep desire to purify our hearts. He wants to see that we value his truth, and relationship with him, above all things; that we truly seek holiness of life. Matthew 13:44-46, 1 Corinthians 3:1-4, James 3:14-18, 1 Peter 2:1-3. 

2  Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness.

The self deception of idol worship has perverted them from the path of truth. They have spent big money making their idols, yet the idols are nothings; they cannot save. God is their Saviour but they have spent their food money on false worship that has delivered nothing but famine for their bodies and their spirits. Isaiah 44:18-22, Hosea 8:5-8, 13:9-10, Habakkuk 2:13. 

The true God is not made in the fires of man; he is found in the revelation of nature and the special revelation of scripture. Refer to the special topic of REVELATION. To explore the themes of these first two verses more fully visit the website, www.ebcwa.com.au and open up the Diploma Theology course notes on Systematic Theology where these things are studied in depth. The Lord Jesus Christ illustrated the plight of foolish man finally recognizing that he needs relationship with his God in the parable of the Prodigal Son. Luke 15:10-32.

The people are urged to hear with diligence; to really concentrate all their energy on hearing the truth. This is a repetition of the orders given by Moses, David and Solomon in these matters. Exodus 15:26, Deuteronomy 11:13-21, Psalms 34:8-15, Proverbs 1:33, 7:24-27, 9:1-6, 10-11. 

All are invited to the banquet of the King of kings, but we must respond to his call, and then we must accept the robes of righteousness that he provides for us to wear there. Jesus tells the parable of the King’s invitation, and speaks directly about this at Capernaum to illustrate these principles. Matthew 22:1-14, John 6:46-58. 

3  Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.

Once again the order involves the expression of volition towards God. They are urged to “incline their ears to him; to turn towards the Lord’s words as they come from the prophet and the public reading of the scriptures. God does not give orders that cannot be fulfilled or else the Lord is unjust! That is impossible! God does not lie to man; if he says come, man can come, if he says listen, man is capable of that, if he says incline your ear, that expression of positive volition is possible. 

Calvinism, following Augustinian philosophy/theology of the 400s sent many churches onto a false path, for the scriptures teach the responsibility of every man to respond to God’s appeals, and you cannot have responsibility without man’s ability to do so. The character of God is intact here, for the Holy Spirit convicts all mankind of their need of a Saviour, and only those who reject and refuse the divine invitation are condemned. The truth is in the balance between the sovereignty of God and the Free Will of man, not the overwhelming of one by the other. 

Man must, as we have seen many times in Isaiah, really work hard and swim against the grace, love and mercy of God, to go to Hell with Satan. John 8:42-47. It is persistent rejection of God’s appeal that leads to the Lake of Fire; this is the only sin that condemns, the sin against the Holy Spirit. Titus 1:2-4, Hebrews 6:17-20.  Refer to the Diploma of Theology course in the section on SOTERIOLOGY for a full study of these things. Shorter study may be done under the topic, GOD: ELECTION AND PREDESTINATION.

They are all told that if they “hear” their soul will live; they will have the new life of salvation, and with that they will enjoy everlasting life. Refer to the studies on ETERNITY FUTURE, and ETERNITY PAST. The appeal is personal, “come unto me”. Truth is found only in relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. Matthew 11:27-30, 16:24-26, John 14:1-15. It is in relationship with him alone that we find eternal life and security in time as well. John 3:16-18, 36, 5:22-29, 39-40, 10:27-30. 

The Lord’s promise is then, with new birth having occurred, to make an everlasting covenant with the new believer. That covenant is to deliver to them the “sure mercies of David”. This is the promise of blessedness in relationship with God, now and forever. 2 Samuel 23:1-5, 1 Chronicles 29:10-20, Psalms 89:30-37, Jeremiah 32:39-41, Ezekiel 37:24-28, Hebrews 13:20-21.   

4  Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a leader and commander to the people.

The Lord Jesus Christ is mentioned here, and it is recognized that he is given as a witness to the truth of God; he is both God the Son and a gift from the father to us all. John 3:16, 1 Timothy 6:13, Revelation 1:5, 3:14. He is the witness for the last judgment, for it is man’s response to his revelation that finally matters. He is to be the leader of the nation, their king and lord. Psalms 2:6, Jeremiah 30:9, Ezekiel 34:23-24, Daniel 9:25-26, Hosea 3:4-5, Micah 5:2-4, Matthew 2:1-6, 11, 28:18-20, John 13:13-17, Hebrews 2:10, 5:9-10. 

He is our leader in all things and our job in time is to look to Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith; for he is the alpha and omega! In every battle of the ancient world the leader, or commander, would lead the troops from the front, and the Lord does that for us all. He has set the pace for service and the standard for success in the battles of life. We are called to offer 100% effort in all the battles we fight. Hebrews 12:1-3, Revelation 1:7-9. 

5  Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and nations that knew not thee shall run unto thee because of the LORD thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel; for he hath glorified thee.

Nations of people that have not even heard of the Jews will run to them, and people who have no time for them will rejoice because they see, in and from Israel, their hope and salvation. The nation will be blessed by their association with the Lord Jesus. Genesis 49:10, Psalms 18:43-46. The Lord has glorified Israel as a nation and because of him they will receive honour amongst people who had only vaguely heard of them before. Psalms 110:1-4, Hosea 1:10-11, Zechariah 2:11, 8:20-23, 1 Peter 1:10-12. 

6  Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near:

Two orders are repeated here, but with the emphasis upon the temporary nature of the offer. It is like the advertisers who say, “This offer is for a limited time only”. John 3:33-34, 8:21, 12:35-36. All free offers have a limit and man is warned that there is a time set for each of us and if we do not accept the truth within that time frame then judgment rightly falls upon us. God is under no obligation to keep us on the planet one second longer than he decides to. We have an allotted span and that is that! The first order is blunt, “Seek the Lord while he may be found!” David gave this advice to his son Solomon. 1 Chronicles 28:9-10. The best of men and the wisest still need to seek the Lord and not give up until they find the closest relationship they can with their God, so that they hear his guidance. Psalms 14:2, 27:7-10, 32:3-9, 95:6-8, Jeremiah 29:11-14, Amos 5:6. 

Jesus tells the parable of the wedding to illustrate the story. It is sometimes called the “foolish virgins” as it centres in these young women who have been given a responsible role to fulfil in the wedding and have failed to prepare properly for their role. Matthew 25:1-13. His command at the end is, “be watchful”, ready for the tasks to be given to you. 2 Corinthians 6:1-2, Hebrews 2:3-4, 3:13. He is “near” to them now in the presence of the prophet and the offer is active and all they have to do is accept it, but the day will come when they are far from the Lord and the message will be dim within them. While it is easy to respond the prophet urges them to respond. Even late in the days of life the Lord is there, and all the man has to do is look and listen to his Word. Psalms 145:14-18, Ephesians 3:14-21.   

7  Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

If a man is serious about finding God he is ready to put aside the selfish sins that have perverted his mind and life; he is ready to make changes to get to the truth. If a man is not prepared to walk away from his wickedness then he is not serious about sorting his life. If the thief tells you he wants to change, yet steals a wallet on the way out, then you know he doesn’t want to change. Many feel guilt and are looking to feel better about their sins, without changing their life style.  They don’t want to forsake their sins! Isaiah speaks for the Lord and orders honesty in the confrontation against sin in the life. Proverbs 28:13, Ezekiel 18:19-24, 27-32, 33:11, 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, James 4:8-10.  

It is not just the actions that destroy man, for the thoughts of evil will eventually burst out into action, and so the battle must be won in the mind first. We may not appear “wicked” to others, but if our thoughts are dirty then we are unrighteous to the Lord. Psalms 66:18, Isaiah 59:1-2, Jeremiah 5:25, Joel 2:12, Habakkuk 1:13. 

Refer to the doctrinal study of CHRISTIAN LIFE: MENTAL ATTITUDE, and then study the topic, SIN: ABOMINATION SINS TO THE LORD. 

Having confronted overt and mental attitude sins the people are challenged to return to the Lord and re-enter the fellowship that will save them from their past foolishness. James 1:15. God will always have mercy upon those who return to him. Psalms 51:1, 130:7-8, Jeremiah 3:12-13, 1 John 1:9. He came to save sinners and the worst man has already been saved, so we are all challenged to face our sins squarely and repent of them, and make straight paths for our feet in future. 1 Timothy 1:13, Hebrews 12:12-13.

8  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.

So many men think they have the key to the cupboard where God keeps his secrets. None of us think as the Lord God thinks! Isaiah 55:8 = key concept for man to grasp.  None of us truly understand the thoughts of God!  We are creatures, but he is the creator! When men get away from this verse they get into foolishness. Humility before the Lord is the starting point of wisdom. 2 Samuel 7:18-24, Psalms 40:2-8, 92:5-8. The great and previously arrogant king of Babylon, Nebuchadrezzar confessed his foolishness over this matter. Daniel 4:34-37.

9  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.

The Lord compares the thoughts of men to the thoughts he has, and says to men that if they can go as far as possible in the heavens as they can, they are still short of the difference between God and their ways the their thoughts. It is the most dramatic way of saying, confront your limits and recognize who you are and accommodate yourself to God, rather than expect him to adjust to you! 

The distinction between the Lord and man can be awesome and an occasion for praise, or it can be awful, overwhelming and a reason to walk away. The choice is mankind’s, and each person must face it. Do we take reality as it is, or demand things suit us? Psalms 36:5-9, 77:19-20, 103:11, Matthew 11:25-26, Romans 11:30-36.  

10  For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:

Rain doesn’t fall upwards, it falls from the heavens to the earth. Just so all blessings fall down from heaven to man to nourish us. The earth and the heavens of God’s creation nourish us and we live! We do not bless and nourish God, he nourishes us, and we praise him for his provision, if we are wise and confronting reality. 

God blesses us; the only question man confronts is what do we do about it? Seed for the sower comes from nature itself, and the reaper gathers the seed again that the earth has brought forth. Man doesn’t create the crops, nor make them grow; man reaps the benefits of God’s provisions. What is our response to this reality, Isaiah asks? Psalms 65:9-13, 72:6-7, 2 Corinthians 9:8-11.

11  So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.

Just as God has provided the blessing of nature’s bounty for man to eat physically, just so has he provided spiritual food through his words via the prophets and the scriptures. They are there for man to benefit from also, and man is challenged to respond to them. Deuteronomy 32:2, Matthew 24:35, John 6:63, 1 Corinthians 1:18, 3:6-9, 1 Thessalonians 2:13, Hebrews 4:2, 6:7-8. 

God provides the rains and the seed in the spiritual sense and man is challenged as to the crop he produces in his life. The parable of the Sower illustrates this. Luke 8:4-15. We are responsible for our response to the truth. Ephesians 1:9-11, 1 Peter 1:16-27.

12  For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

The attention shifts to the impact of the Messiah upon events. He will lead them out with joy and thanksgiving. To be correctly oriented to the reality of God’s character is to be in the place of joy. The fruit of the Holy Spirit are part of the life of all who truly have accepted the truth of God’s existences, character and work on behalf of his creation. Psalms 105:43, Jeremiah 31:12-13, Zechariah 2:10-11, Colossians 1:9-14. 

All nature rejoices with the faithful remnant in that day, for the earth will recover from the terrible pollution that man has brought upon the land and waters. Psalms 96:11-13, 148:1-14. The last song probably being one of those sung that day.

13  Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the LORD for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

The evils that came upon the earth because of the fall of man will be reversed then and great and noble trees will take over from the thorns and briars that have taken over the wastelands created by the Great Tribulation’s destruction. Restoration of nature is the picture given here as before in Isaiah. 11:6-9, 41:19, 60:1ff, 61:3, as in the other prophets. Micah 7:4. Refer to the study of PROPHECY: SEQUENCE OF END TIME EVENTS. 

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
Do we face reality or do we delude ourselves with nonsense. All too often people fool themselves into thinking that they know more than God, or that they can talk back to God and demand things be done their way. Let us remember who we are and the nature of the universe we are in. Let us avoid the arrogant delusions of some theologies and serve the Lord in the humility that recognizes what man knows and what he cannot know this side of eternity.

2. 
God blesses us; we do not bless him! He is blessed already and gives all blessings to his creation. We praise him for his work on our behalf. Let us praise the Lord appropriately every day for everything he gives to us.

3. 
The Lord brings joy through his relationship with us as our carer and protector; as the lover of our souls. Let us rejoice in the midst of the problems that the Lord has promised to solve. All the problems of the earth will be resolved by the coming of Messiah the Lord to rule. Let us not be distracted by ecological concerns now, for all things will be resolved by the Lord alone. There are problems being created now in China/India with rapid industrialization that are worse than anything the world has seen before, and the book of Revelation tells us that there will be world wide pollution, with the sea itself stinking. Let us be ready for the catastrophe that is coming and not be fearful. The Lord alone is capable of restoring all things. He will do so.

4. 
Volition must be expressed towards the Lord and his Word. We must take the responsibility the Lord gives us and open his Word daily and drink and eat of the truths of the Word and apply them into every corner of our daily life. The Lord seeks for us to take his plan more seriously than anything else in our life. We are called to take the Lord at his Word and apply it as would be expected from a creature in regard to the instructions of the creator. Let us devote ourselves to getting this right! Let us express our serious hunger for God’s truth.

5. 
How much “big money” have we put into things that have no eternal significance? These people put money into beautiful statues and worshipped them in their homes, yet the true God was all around them and waiting for their genuine worship. What we devote our time to are indeed our gods. What are our idols today? The television set can take too much time from us, as can sport, the garden, a fiction book, or socialization that is not part of the Lord’s path for us. All these things are legitimate things. There is nothing wrong with television, nor with sport, nor with books and magazines. All can be good, but out of the path for us they can be distractions that eliminate blessing. Recharging the depleted batteries with a good book or a television program can refresh our spirit, but if we vegetate there instead of doing the Lord’s work for us that day we have wasted time we will not have again. Every day is to be lived, as unto the Lord.

6. 
We are secure within an “everlasting covenant” made by the Lord with all those who have accepted the Lord Jesus Christ. We are secure in Him. Refer to the study of ETERNAL SECURITY. He keeps us and so we are kept! Let us praise his holy name for all he has done, is doing and will do to bring full redemption to this creation of his. The plan will be accomplished and we are a part of that plan.

7. 
Mental attitude sins are as dangerous as all sins, and those who ignore their foolish thoughts will be ankle tapped by them eventually without seeing it coming. There is a need to constantly win the battle for the mind through occupation with Christ. The mind hates a vacuum and if we do not fill the mind with doctrinal thinking it will suck in all sorts of nonsense from the devil’s present world.  Let us replace the negative with positives; sinfully stupid thoughts with truthful and lovely thoughts. 

DOCTRINAL TOPICS

HOLY SPIRIT:  MINISTRY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

1. In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit did not indwell all believers, since Christ was not yet glorified (John 7:39).  Instead, He only came upon some Old Testament saints to perform special functions.

a) JOSEPH, a believer who was a prime minister. (Genesis 41:38)

b) Believers who were artisans occupied in the construction of the Tabernacle. (Exodus 28:3, 31:3)

c) Believers involved in administration. (Numbers 11:17, 25)

d) A believer who was both a political and military leader - JOSHUA (Numbers 27:18)

e) Certain Judges:  OTHNIEL (Judges 3:9, 10) GIDEON (Judges 6:34) JEPHTHAH (Judges 11:29) SAMSON (Judges 13:24, 25, 14:5-6, 15:14)

f) Kings of Israel (1 Samuel 10:9, 10, 16:13)

g) DANIEL (Daniel 4:8, 5:11, 6:3)

h) Post exilic rulers (Zechariah 4:3, 12-14)

2. Believers in Israel could be disciplined by the removal of the Spirit:

a) SAUL (1 Samuel 16:14)

b) DAVID (Psalm 51:11)

3. A believer could obtain the Holy Spirit by request, but not as an indwelling presence. (2 Kings 2:9, 10, Luke 11:13)

4. Jesus gave the Holy Spirit without request to the disciples just before the ascension. Purpose:  To sustain them for the ten day interim before the Church Age would begin. (John 20:22)

GRACE

1. Grace is all that God is free to do for man on the basis of the cross. Therefore Grace is unmerited favour from God.

2. Grace depends on the character of God therefore Grace depends on who and what God is. Grace is what God can do for man and still be true to his own character.

3. The believer must recognise the difference between legalism and grace. Legalism is man's work intruding upon the plan of God.

4. The greatest thing God can do for the saved person is to make him exactly like His Son Jesus Christ. This is accomplished in three stages of sanctification.

5. Positional Sanctification:  At Salvation every believer enters into union with Christ. (Hebrews 1:2) Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father and is therefore superior to all angels in his humanity. At the point of salvation we are entered into union with Christ thus we are positionally higher than angels. We are positionally seated with Christ at God's right hand.

6. Experiential Sanctification:  During the Christian's life on the earth the time spent under the power of the Holy Spirit. During this time we produce the character of God in our lives - gold, silver, precious stones. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)

7. Ultimate Sanctification:  When the believer receives a resurrection body he loses the sin nature and all human good. At this point the believer is physically superior to all angels. He remains in this perfect state eternally.

8. All believers have tasted of Grace at least once (1 Peter 2:3). This refers to the point of Salvation at which the believer receives at least 34 things which he did not earn or deserve. (Ephesians 2:8, 9) Disorientation to grace is the believer's greatest occupational hazard in his Christian life. (Galatians 5:4, Hebrews 12:15)

9. The divine attitude to grace is expressed in (Isaiah 30:18, 19) God is constantly waiting to pour out his blessing on all believers in the Christian life.

10. Grace in salvation is expressed in many ways. It is always the same - believing in Jesus Christ (Psalm 103:8-12, Romans 3:23-4, Romans 4:4, 5:20, Ephesians 2:8, 9)

11. There are many ways in which the Christian life expresses GRACE:

a) Prayer (Hebrews 4:16)

b) Suffering (2 Corinthians 12:9, 10)

c) Growth (2 Peter 3:18)

d) Stability (1 Peter 5:12)

e) Lifestyle (Hebrews 12:28, 2 Corinthians 1:12)

f) Production of Divine Good (1 Corinthians 15:10, 2 Corinthians 6:1

12. Grace is the correct attitude in relation to giving. (2 Corinthians 8 & 9)

13. Grace is the only means of coping with suffering in the Christian life. (2 Corinthians 12:7-10) Through Grace God is able to bless the believer in the midst of the pressures and adversities of life. (1 Peter 1:6,7)

14. Implications of grace:

a) God is perfect, his plan is perfect.

b) A perfect plan can only originate from a perfect God.

c) If man could do anything in the plan of God the plan would no longer be perfect.

d) A plan is no stronger than its weakest link. Grace therefore excludes all human merit, all human ability.

e) Legalism, human works is the enemy of Grace.

f) The works of human righteousness have therefore no place in the plan of God. (Isaiah 64:6)

SALVATION

1. Salvation is the gift of God by grace through faith.

2. We cannot work for salvation - we must receive it as a gift. (Ephesians 2:8, 9, Romans 4:4-5)

3. The only means of salvation is by trusting that Jesus Christ died for your sins, was buried and raised from the dead.  He therefore paid the penalty for sin, and conquered death.  (Acts 16:30-31, John 3:16, 14:6, 1 Corinthians 15:3-4)

4. We are saved so that we can serve God. (Ephesians 2:8-10)  Our good works show that we have been saved.

5. Salvation includes many other doctrines such as Imputation, Justification, Redemption, Propitiation, Reconciliation and Sanctification.

REVELATION

God's purpose is that man should know Him and therefore respond to God in honour and worship motivated by love. In the written word we have the living word revealed. It all centres on knowing God, which is in turn based on Revelation.

1. The source of the knowledge of God is God himself. Human experiences and even religious experiences are not reliable in the accurate presentation of God. The Bible is what is sure of God's viewpoint and information about God. Any experience must be tested against the Bible. Romans 1:18‑32 reminds us that man is fallen and that man's view of life is warped by the fallen state. However anyone who has lived on the earth has sufficient evidence from nature of the existence of God. Even with this evidence however most men will reject or distort the truth because they do not want to know Him. Fallen men will create his own god, which he can manipulate. What Paul is talking about is general revelation, which is available to all. 

2. There is however specific revelation, which is the personal confrontation of man through the prophets, teachers and pre eminently through the Lord Jesus Christ. Those who accept general revelation will receive specific revelation.

3. It is progressive, that through the history of man God has revealed more and more about Himself.

4.God does not reveal Himself that people might know Him but for them to get into a relationship with Him.

5. Four factors that are prerequisites to the knowledge of God:‑

[a] God initiated the process. Where was the creator, God came to man in the garden.

[b] God gave language in order that he might be able to communicate with fellow man and also with God. This is an area which causes a lot of trouble with the thinking evolutionist.

[c] Man was created in the image of God with free will, a mind that can think. Man is able to think in a rational way. Even though man is subject to total depravity. This means that you are unable to save yourself. However man is still fashioned in the likeness of God and is not totally depraved in that sense. We still have a mind, a will and a conscience even though it is a violated one.

[d] God gave the Holy Spirit to convict the unbeliever and convert the repentant. John 16:8‑11

6. Paul in Acts 17:22‑31 gave a message about general revelation in creation, the Lord Jesus Christ and the Bible as well as a couple of Greek poets, to show the Greeks that even their poets recognised general revelation. What Paul is relying on to effect their salvation is the work of the Holy Spirit. He is relying on specific revelation as the first Christian in Athens. You have an unknown God. Paul said. He was going to show the real God through the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. Some of those in the audience believed and were saved. There was a mixing of general and specific revelation as there were those who believed. You have to meet the pagan where they are with general revelation.. You move from general to specific revelation, from where they are to where the Cross is. This challenges the unbeliever. General revelation does not prove anything to anyone who does not want to know. It is however the basis of just condemnation of the unbeliever. In the end all will recognise God and He will get all the glory.

7. General Revelation

[a] His Glory Psalm 19:1

[b] His power to work in creating the universe Psalm 19:1

[c] His supremacy Romans 1:20[d] His divine nature Romans 1:20

[e] His providential control of nature Acts 14:17

[f] His goodness Matthew 5:45

[g] His intelligence Acts 17:29

[h] His living existence Acts 17:28

8. Results of General revelation.

[a] God's grace is displayed

[b] To give weight to the case that God exists

[c] To justly condemn rejecters.
GOD:  ELECTION AND PREDESTINATION

1. The Biblical concept of predestination does not conflict with human freewill.

2. Christ was predestined for a specific purpose from eternity past - to go to the cross and be raised to glory   (Isaiah 42:1, 1 Peter 2:4-6, Acts 2:23)

3. All members of the human race are potentially elect by the Father under the concept of unlimited atonement. (2 Peter 3:9, 1 John 2:2)

4. When a person trusts in Christ for salvation, he is united with Christ and therefore shares His election and destiny (1 Corinthians 1:2, 30, Romans 8:28, 32, Ephesians 1-4)

5. Election is closely linked with foreknowledge.  In eternity past, God knew who would believe, He therefore predestined them, called them, and they were saved  (Romans 8:29-30, 2 Timothy 1:9)

6. Therefore, election and predestination applies to the believer only. No person is predestined for hell - it is a choice of freewill (John 3:18, John 3:36).

7. Election is a present and future possession of every believer. (John 15:16, Colossians 3:12)

8. Election is also the foundation of the universal church. (1 Thessalonians 1:4)

9. There are five Greek words used in conjunction with predestination. 

a) Pro Orizo - to predesign (Romans 8:28, 29, Ephesians 1:5, 11)

b) Protithemi - to predetermine (Romans 3:25, Ephesians 1:9)

c) Prothesis - a predetermined plan (Romans 8:28, 9:11, Ephesians 1:11, 3:11, 2 Timothy 1:9)

d) Proginosko - to foreordain, to preordain. (Romans 8:29, 11:2, 1 Peter 1:20)

e) Prognosis - foreknowledge or predetermined purpose (Acts 2:23, 1 Peter 1:2)

10. The life of Judas is a good illustration of predestination and freewill.

a) God's call is to all people, His desire is that all will be saved. (Matthew 28:18-20, John 3:16 1 John 2:2, 3:23)

b) God is long suffering towards the lost, not willing that any should perish. (2 Peter 3:9)

c) God's call is to all, but people must respond. (John 3:36, 16:8-11)

d) God's call is of love. (Jeremiah 31:3, John 3:16)

e) Those who resist become hardened in their souls and open to Satanic influence or possession. (Romans 1:20-32, 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12)

f) Judas was chosen in love by the Lord (Matthew 10:1-4, John 13:18) and received the sop of the honoured guest and sat at the Lord's right hand at supper.

g) However Judas was a thief and a traitor. (John 12:6, 13:18)

h) As an unsaved man he was involved in evangelism. Others were probably saved through his reading of the word but he was not. (Matthew 10:1-8)

i) He became the Son of Perdition by his decision, he could not blame anyone else (John 17:12)

11. Drawing (gk. elkuo) means to draw, lead or impel. In this case the drawing or calling is in love. All the elect will freely respond to the work of the Holy Spirit. The drawing provides the motive to respond.

12. All people are called to repent, but only the elect are drawn. (John 3:16, 36 , 12:32 16:8-11, 1 John 2:2)

13. Believers, Called Ones, Elect, are all names for the same person. God calls, the Holy Spirit works, we simply respond to the call of Love. (Jeremiah 31:3, John 3:16)

14. The calling provides the motivation for the expression of love in the unbeliever who is positive towards salvation. (Philippians 2:13)

15. God can thereby give His gift of salvation to the elect. (John 1:13, Romans 9:16 Ephesians 2:8-9, Titus 3:5-6)

16. God therefore gets the glory for His work, we get the benefits (Jude 24-25)

(a) God planned it in eternity past.

(b) God provides it at the cross.

(c) God prepares for it in the life by conviction.

(d) God provides the motivation to accept the offer.

(e) God gives the gift of salvation to the elect.

(f) God gives the Holy Spirit to the new believer.

(g) God has prepared a new body for the believer.

17.Christ was elected from eternity past (Isaiah 42:1, 1 Peter 2:4-6). Election of the believer means we share the election of Christ and share the destiny of Christ.

18. This election of Jesus Christ occurred under the concept of Divine Plans (John 15:15, Ephesians 1:4, 2 Timothy 2:13, 1 Peter 1:2)

19. Each believer shares the election of Christ through positional sanctification. (1 Corinthians 1:2, 30, Romans 8:28, 32, Ephesians 1-4)

20. This election occurs at the moment of salvation. (1 Thessalonians 1:4, 2 Thessalonians 2:13, 2 Timothy 1:9)

21. Election therefore depends on the positive application of the free will of man to God's plan. (John 3:16)

ETERNITY PAST

1. Jesus Christ existed before the foundation of the world in glory with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit

(John 1:1-2; 17:5,24).

2. In eternity past the Godhead agreed to permit sin to become manifest in the world of men before being eliminated forever from the universe (Hebrews 9:26).

3. In eternity past the Son of God agreed to come to earth as a human being to destroy the works of the devil

(1 John 3:8).

4. In eternity past it was ordained that Christ would be slain for the ungodly (1 Peter 1:18-20; Hebrews 10:5-10).

5. In eternity past the world and stars were created by Jesus Christ (Hebrews I:10; Colossians 1:16).

6. Man was placed on the earth to be made "a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men (1Corinthians 4:9).

7. In eternity past believers were chosen in Christ (Ephesians 1:4). Christ is chosen, we share as believers his election.

8. In eternity past a book was written containing the names of those who would believe and survive the destruction of the universe (Philippians 4:3; Revelation  17:8; 20:15).

However, whilst God knew who would believe, he did not coerce human free will.

ETERNITY FUTURE

In eternity future:

1. God reveals to us exceeding riches of His grace (Ephesians 2:7).

2. God brings many sons into glory (Hebrews 2:10).

3. Believers enjoy an inheritance (1 Peter 1:4).

4. It is God's purpose for the church to know the manifold wisdom of God (Ephesians 3:10).

5. All former things pass away. There will be no more death, sorrow, pain, crying, sea, night or sun. (Revelation 21:1-5,23)

6. The curse will be lifted (Revelation 22:3).

7. All things in heaven and earth will be gathered in Him (Ephesians 1:10).

8. The present creation will be forgotten (Isaiah 65:17).

9. A river of water of life will run (Revelation 22:1).

10. The tree of life will be seen again (Revelation 22:2).

11. The Son of God will rule eternally (Daniel 2:44; 7:13,14).

12. He will still be subject to the Father (John 10:29; 1 Corinthians 15:28).

13. The lake of fire will continue forever (Isaiah 66:24; Revelation 14:11).

CHRISTIAN LIFE – MENTAL ATTITUDE

1. Definition: Attitude or Mental attitude is the state of mind where the mind is set on a course of action on the basis of the whole function and thinking of the soul.

2. Every believer faces the inner conflict of divine versus human viewpoint. These two attitudes are at war in humanity in human history from the time of the fall. (Isaiah 55:7-9)

3. We are commanded to have divine viewpoint in our souls not the viewpoint of Satan (worldliness). 2 Corinthians 1:7, 10:5.  (via Doctrine in the Soul). 

3. Attitude determines both the life and character of a person - what you think is what you are (Proverbs 23:7)

4. As Christians we are commanded to have our thinking in tune with the mind of Christ. Gods plan for our lives calls for a new attitude in our souls, a new viewpoint, without any human viewpoint or mental attitude sin (1Corinthians 2:16, 2 Corinthians 10:4-5 Romans 12:2, Philippians 2:5, 2 Timothy 1:7)

5. Fellowship within a church is based on believers all being in tune with what the Bible teaches. Philippians 2:2.

6. Knowledge of the Bible (the mind of Christ, 1 Corinthians 2:16) and control by the Holy Spirit renews the mind of the believer, giving divine viewpoint. (Romans 12:2)

7. The right mental attitude produces joy (Philippians 2:2), confidence (2 Corinthians 5:1,6,8), stability (Isaiah 26:3-4, Philippians 4:7, 2 Thessalonians 2:2), true giving (2 Corinthians 9:7), love (1 Corinthians 13:5)

8. Human viewpoint is called worldliness. (Romans 12:2, Colossians 3:2)

9. Evil is what you think as you are following Satan’s policy. Matthew 9:4, Galatians 6:3. Mental attitude sins produce self induced misery. (Proverbs 15:13)

10. Without clear thinking there is conflict in the mind of the believer. Isaiah 55:6-9, James 1:7-8.

11. True stability of Character comes only this way. Philippians 4:7, 2 Thessalonians 2:2.

12. Giving is a mental attitude. 2 Corinthians 9:7. Love is a mental attitude. 1 Corinthians 13: Deuteronomy 6:5,10:12.

13. Worldliness is a mental attitude: It is all non-grace thinking i.e. Anti Gods Plan, Colossians 3:2.

14. Confidence in service and living generally flows from having "Divine Viewpoint" which has other advantages such as 

[a] Stability in life - James 1:8

[b]  Prosperity of soul  - Philippians 4:7

[c] Giving to the Lord - 2 Corinthians 9:7

[d] Spiritual rather than  worldly - Romans 12:2, Colossians 3:2

[e] Purity rather than evil - Matthew 9:4

[f] No arrogance - Galatians 6:1-5.

[g] Inner beauty - 1 Timothy 2:9,10,15.

SIN – ABOMINATION SINS TO THE LORD

Proverbs 6:16‑19 shows what God hates - the seven worst sins.  God's hatred for immorality is even more for these seven sins. 

1.  Proud Look:  God hates a proud look, a look of self righteousness, people who look down on others.  God's justice is even more on his own where they have accepted His son yet still harbour sin.  You may be in such a church.  Or you may be in a church which has no immorality but they have many mental attitude sins. 

2.  Lying Tongue:  Another sin pattern is lying tongues.  These can consist of lying flatterers, lying pastors who should be teaching the truth but are not.

3.  Hands that Shed Innocent Blood:  Hands that shed innocent blood are those who murder including abortionists, drunken drivers, thugs, drug dealers and the wealthy doctors and lawyers who protect them.

4.  Hearts that Devise Wicked Imaginations:  Hearts that devise wicked imaginations, minds that are full of lust, they are thinking it all the time, lust for money, lust for power, lust for sex, full of anger and hatred, jealousy.  It is very important to confess your sin.

5.  Feet that are Swift to Run to Mischief:  These are people who dwell on things that are wrong and explain it to people in great detail.  These are voyeurs, people who lack the courage to do things themselves but love to see others wallow in it.  People who look at pornography.  It is people who gossip on the basis that you will pray more effectively.

6.  False Witness:  False witnesses are people who lie to injure the innocent.

7.  Sowers of discord:  These are those who have hidden agendas, they pervert and distort discussions. 

PROPHECY:  SEQUENCE OF END TIME EVENTS

1. Note:  Some of the events in the Tribulation may occur in a slightly different sequence.

2. CHURCH AGE

a) Rapture of the Church (1 Corinthians 15:51-58, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

b) Judgment Seat of Christ (believers only - purpose is rewards) (1 Corinthians 3:12-15).

3. TRIBULATION (first 3 1/2 years)

a) Revival of Roman Empire, Ten Nation Confederacy (Daniel 7:7, 24, Revelation 13:1, 17:3, 12, 13).

b) Rise of Middle East Dictator (Daniel 7:8, Revelation 13:1-8).

c) Temple rebuilt in Jerusalem

d) Seven seals judgments (Revelation 6:1ff) and seven trumpets judgments (Revelation 8:7ff).

e) Two witnesses preach from Jerusalem until killed. 

f) Peace treaty with Israel (Daniel 9:27).

g) World church established (Revelation 17:1-15).

h) Russia attacks Israel about four years before the second coming of Christ (Ezekiel 38, 39).

4. GREAT TRIBULATION (second 3 1/2 years)

a) Peace treaty with Israel broken

b) Antichrist sets up Abomination of Desolation and demands worship (Matthew 24:15,21).

c) World government, world economic system, world religion begins (Daniel 7:23, Revelation 13:5-8, 17:16, 17).

d) Seven bowl judgments (Revelation 16:2ff).

e) Martyrdom of many Tribulation Saints and Jews (Revelation 7:9-17, 13:15).

f) Catastrophic divine judgments poured out on the earth (Revelation 6:17).

g) World war breaks out in Middle East; battle of Armageddon (Daniel 11:40-45, Revelation 9:13-21, 16:12-16).

5. SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST

a) Second coming of Christ (Matthew 24:27-31, Revelation 19:11).

b) Tribulation surviving believers proceed into the Millennium (Matthew 3:12).

c) Unbelievers cast off the earth (Ezekiel 20:33-38, Matthew 3,12, 25:31-46, Jude 14, 15, Revelation 19:15-21, 20:1-4).

d) Satan bound (Revelation 20:1-3).

e) Resurrection of Old Testament saints and Tribulation martyrs (Revelation 20:4).

6. MILLENNIUM

a) Millennial kingdom begins (Revelation 20:5, 6).

b) Christ reigns on earth for 1,000 years in perfect environment and peace (Revelation 20:4-6).

c) Satan released at the end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:7-9).

d) Rebellion of Gog and Magog at the end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:7-10).

e) Resurrection of all unbelievers (Revelation 20:5a).

f) Great White Throne Judgment (unbelievers only - purpose is judgment) (Revelation 20:11-15).

7. ETERNITY

a) New heaven, new earth, new Jerusalem (Revelation 21, 22).

b) Believers blessed forever with Christ (Revelation 21 - 22:5).

c) Unbelievers punished forever with Satan (Matthew 25:41).

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  ETERNAL SECURITY

1. When a person truly trusts Jesus Christ for salvation, he is saved forever.  He cannot lose his salvation.

2. POSITIONAL APPROACH (Romans 8:38-39)

We are united with Christ ("in Christ").  Absolutely nothing can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ.

3. LOGICAL APPROACH (Romans 8:32, Romans 5)

As unbelievers we are enemies of God (Romans 5), as believers we are his children. If he did the most for his enemies what will he do for his children? This excludes loss of salvation for he saved us while we were his enemies.

4. GOD'S HANDS APPROACH (John 10:28, Psalm 37:24)

Neither shall anyone seize them out of my hand. God is all powerful.

5. EXPERIENTIAL APPROACH (2 Timothy 2:12-13)

If we deny Christ He is going to deny us rewards (context=suffering and rewards). If we renounce Him, HE REMAINS FAITHFUL. The believer is in Christ and Christ indwells the believer. He cannot deny Himself.

6. THE FAMILY APPROACH (Galatians 3:26, John 1:12)

When you believe in Christ you are born again as a child of God. You cannot be unborn, once a child always a child.

7. THE INHERITANCE APPROACH (1 Peter 1:4-5)

We have an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled which fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for us who are kept by the power of God.  Perfect tense - it will always be reserved, since it is kept by God, not us.

8. THE SOVEREIGNTY APPROACH (2 Peter 3:9, Jude 24)

He is not willing that any should perish - refers to the whole human race (2 Peter 3:9) Now unto him who is able to keep you from falling (from perishing). Once you are saved, it is His will that you don't perish.

9. THE BODY APPROACH (1 Corinthians 12:21, Colossians 1:18)

Christ is the head, we are the members of the body.  If any are lost, the body of Christ is incomplete.

10. THE GREEK TENSE APPROACH (Ephesians 2:8-9)

"For by Grace are ye saved". Perfect tense of the verb "sozo". For by Grace have you been saved in the past so that you go on being saved forever.

11. THE SEALING MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT APPROACH (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 1:13, 4:30)

In the ancient world the seal was a guarantee for protection. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit guarantees our security. 

CHAPTER 56 - SANCTIFICATION OF ALL SAINTS AND A CHALLENGE TO THE BLIND WATCHMEN – THE PASTORS WHO ARE SPIRITUALLY BLIND.

This is another specific sermon from the period of the siege of Jerusalem and the prophet takes up the challenge for the people to purify their hearts and lives and serve the Lord with holy lives and pure worship. All the people are mentioned first, then the prophet’s focus shifts to the pastor teachers of the Lord who have grown spiritually so cold they have closed down! They claim they see and understand yet they are blind to truth.

1  Thus saith the LORD, Keep ye judgment, and do justice: for my salvation is near to come, and my righteousness to be revealed.

Notice the direct orders given here, as is appropriate for the prophet of the Lord. He challenges men to be obedient to the Lord and his commands, for these remain relevant for the entire age of Israel. Firstly he orders that they keep the standard of justice in all their dealings. God is a God of justice and equity; he hates injustice towards the weak and helpless. The believer is urged firstly to ensure that the fruit of the Holy Spirit towards others is found in their daily life. If a person claims to love the Lord but hates justice, perverts justice, or insults and abuses others, then that person is not right before the God they claim to serve. Psalms 24:4-6, 50:16-23, Isaiah 1:16-19, 26:7-9, 55:6-7, Jeremiah 7:3-11. 

The Lord’s deliverance is close by to those who fear him and keep his statutes in a deep desire to be holy before him. Remember the concept of holiness is no-where near the concept of hypocrisy or play acting of any sort. Holiness means the deep desire to be set aside in all aspects of life for the service of the Lord God. Refer to page 34 for the study on CHRISTIAN LIFE – SERVICE. Psalms 85:9, Romans 10:6-17, 13:11-14. 

2  Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son of man that layeth hold on it; that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth his hand from doing any evil.

There is blessing under the provisions of the Mosaic Law to all those who keep it’s commands and ordinances and practise the justice called for amongst their fellow men and women. Deuteronomy 28:1-14, Psalms 1:1-3, 15:1-5, 119:1-16, Matthew 5:1-12. The key to blessing was not just “hearing” and believing the Word of God, it was seriously “laying hold” of it within the soul and applying it into daily life. Proverbs 4:13. 

They were particularly to keep the Sabbaths of the Lord and celebrate their distinctness as a nation before God through their Sabbaths. Exodus 31:13-17, Jeremiah 17:13-25, Ezekiel 20:12. Refer to the study, SABBATH AND THE LORD’S DAY.  Notice that “true religion” involves active morality, standing for the truth, and positive care for the needy. The faith of Israel was never the “easy believism” of some modern American churches. If a faith did not work out in holiness of life and practical care for the lost and needy, then it was considered hypocrisy and fake! Psalms 34:14, 37:4-7, 23-28, 119:101, Proverbs 4:23-27, 14:12-17, James 1:22-27, 2:14-26. 

3  Neither let the son of the stranger, that hath joined himself to the LORD, speak, saying, The LORD hath utterly separated me from his people: neither let the eunuch say, Behold, I am a dry tree.

The great danger of any “holiness” movement is that pride, arrogance and legalism will distort the truth of separation from evil and create first and second class believers. The Lord, through his prophet, makes it clear here that there is no distinction between the natural born Jew and the convert from other nations, nor the whole man and the man who has been castrated through slavery or warfare. These two categories were considered “lesser” by many and within the time of Moses were not allowed to do certain things. The Lord makes clear here, however, that all now who come to him in faith will be blessed by their keeping of his Law; by their willing and whole hearted obedience to his will. Deuteronomy 23:1-6, Zechariah 8:20-23, Matthew 8:5-12, 19:10-12, Acts 8:27ff, Romans 15:8-16.

4  For thus saith the LORD unto the eunuchs that keep my sabbaths, and choose the things that please me, and take hold of my covenant;

The Lord addresses the Eunuchs directly. This would be thought impossible by many of the legalists in the nation, for such men were deficient as men, and so cursed by God, and it would be unthinkable to these arrogant self righteous men that God would even speak with a Eunuch. God addresses them and tells them that their faith will be blessed, exactly as other people’s will be, as they express it into daily life. 

This must have been a welcome and wonderful word to the prisoners of the Assyrians who had all been castrated and then set loose again to wander in disgrace. These men are all brought back into the family of faith with rejoicing now, for they see that the Lord has not cast them off because of what happened to them. There are many in our own day who because of evil done to them by others feel “dirty”, “unclean”, “unworthy”, and unable to serve the Lord without a bowed and ashamed demeanour. There is no shame for the accepted of the Lord, and all who love him, serve him, worship him, and keep his words are blessed as his children. Psalms 119:105-112, John 15:10-17, Hebrews 6:11-12, 17-20. All genuine believers seek to please the Lord in all they do, say and are. 1 Thessalonians 4:1-2.

5  Even unto them will I give in mine house and within my walls a place and a name better than of sons and of daughters: I will give them an everlasting name, that shall not be cut off.

Such blessings, by grace through faith, were unheard of in ancient Israel. The prophet speaks here of eternal rewards for those who have lost their posterity in the land through their castration. They are promised the rewards of obedience and blessings forevermore. Ephesians 2:13-22, Hebrews 3:6-13. Refer to the study on CHRISTIAN LIFE: ETERNAL LIFE.  

6  Also the sons of the stranger, that join themselves to the LORD, to serve him, and to love the name of the LORD, to be his servants, every one that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and taketh hold of my covenant;

The criteria for believing there is genuine faith are spelt out here in the Old Testament period, and our Lord spells it out even clearer for us. Matthew 7:13-23. Firstly they “join themselves to the Lord”, and are happy to be called by the name of the Lord. They identify themselves with the Lord God. They express faith aloud and affirm that where God stands they stand. Romans 10:9-13, Philippians 2:9-11. Secondly they serve the Lord as his servants, seeking any means whereby they can do things for the glory of the Lord.  Those who love the Lord seek ways to serve him, and do so without complaint, and with great joy and rejoicing. 2 Corinthians 8:5, 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10.

Love for the Lord, freely and often expressed is another sign of the genuine believer in the Lord. Galatians 5:22-23, Philippians 1:9-11, Colossians 1:9-11, James 3:17-18. These genuine believers are also spoken of people who “take hold” of God’s covenant; that is, they seize the promises of the Word of God by faith and apply them solidly into their lives. They “mix the Word with faith” through application into every aspect of their daily lives. Faith works out into life! The faith that is real is never alone in a life, it is always accompanied by works of righteousness. Hebrews 4:2, 8-12, James 2:26.

7  Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer: their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar; for mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all people.

These people, previously denied entry into the Temple will enter it, under the leadership of Messiah, with rejoicing and prayer. They will offer sacrifices and prayers there and they will be accepted by the Lord. The blessings of the Lord’s second coming are proclaimed here. The re-entry of the castrated in Isaiah’s day is just the foretaste of the blessings that will occur when the Lord finally and fully delivers his people at the end of the Great Tribulation. Micah 4:1-2, Zechariah 8:3, Malachi 1:11. Just as the Lord purified the Temple in his first advent ministry, just so will he purify the Tribulational Temple at his second advent. John 2:13-17, 4:22-24, 1 Timothy 2:8. 

8  The Lord GOD, which gathereth the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will I gather others to him, beside those that are gathered unto him.

The “outcasts” of Israel will be re-gathered to the land at that time, and many others who have served Israel through that period will be honoured in that glorious day. Genesis 49:10, Psalms 106:47, 107:1-7, 147:1-2, Zechariah 10:8-12. The saved remnant of the nation will be blessed and many will share that blessing.  Matthew 10:40-42, 25:34-46.

9  All ye beasts of the field, come to devour, yea, all ye beasts in the forest. 10  His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber.

There is a great slaughter of the enemies who are gathered against Jerusalem in that day and all the wild and pet animals are invited to a feast upon them. The people will be too busy with the clean up to feed the animals but the carcasses of the dead will be their feast. This is not a pleasant thing at all here, but it is as unpleasant as the rebellion that has led to these people falling dead. Deuteronomy 28:25-26, Jeremiah 12:9-17, Ezekiel 39:17-22, Revelation 19:11ff. The enemy, who are so powerful in their own eyes will all be asleep when the blow falls, they will be dozing in calm contentment, expecting the next day to arise and slay the Jewish defenders of the city. All their expectations will be turned on their heads. Mark 13:32-36.

11  Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter.

These men and women who have attacked God’s people are compared to “greedy dogs”; the worst of all creatures in the cities of the ancient world. They have only been concerned to feed themselves and take what spoil they could steal, but they will be spoiled! God hates those who abuse others for their own ends. The Lord will judge all who abuse their flock and also judge those who fail to feed the hungry sheep and give them the understanding they need. Ezekiel 34:1-6, Micah 3:5-11, Zechariah 11:15-17, Malachi 1:9-10, Matthew 13:11-17, 18:5-11. The Lord has no tolerance for those who fail in their role as his shepherds; let us be fearful, for our God is a devouring fire! If we are called to feed the sheep, then let us feed them, not fool around telling stories! Hebrews 12:28-29. 

12  Come ye, say they, I will fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves with strong drink; and to morrow shall be as this day, and much more abundant.

There have always been party people. They will always find an excuse to party, drink and forget reality, but the reality they seek to ignore is still there, they just can’t see it through their alcoholic haze any more. The ultimate example of this was Belshazzar’s feast, on the night he was killed. He died drunk! Daniel 5:22-30. Refer to the study on DRINKING ALCOHOL. 

Notice in this verse of Isaiah’s how accurately he captures the thinking of the alcoholic; they want more and more drink and they have the expectation that they will always have another day to drink. God’s message to them is sobering, if they will hear it; they will not have another day! Grace is offered for a limited time only, and no man knows the time frame they have and every day wasted drunk is a day never to be lived again. Hosea 4:10-11, Amos 6:1-6, Matthew 24:48-51, Luke 12:16-34, 45-46, 21:34-35. 

Sinners who are determined to remain in that place will always con themselves that they have plenty of time to change, for one day is very much like another to them and they don’t care to have God dictate their lives. Psalms 10:4-11, Proverbs 27:1-2. A believer in the Lord Jesus Christ has a transformed attitude towards the details of this life; we no longer are pre-occupied with the food, clothing, cars and the houses of the fools who think happiness rests in such things. All that really counts is what we take with us into eternity.  1 Corinthians 3:10-20, 15:30-34.

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
Let us not be fools. It is foolish to spend effort, money or time on things that do not matter eternally. Let us put our efforts into the things of the Lord that have eternal value. Drinking wine is not sinful, but may be foolish if out of control and away from joy. Any legitimate activity may be in this category. If we cannot praise God in and for an activity we ought to be asking why we are wasting precious time with it.

2. 
Greedy dogs still abound in and out of the ministry. There are many who make merchandise of God’s people and he will deal with them terribly. Let us fulfil our responsibility and feed the sheep as we ought.

3. 
The slaughter of the enemies of the Lord and his people reminds us that power is a relative concept, and all man’s power is as nothing against the Lord’s power. Many today have power to hurt us, yet in fact they can do nothing that God does not allow them permission for. 

I have just come from three days under intensive cross examination as an expert witness in a major court case. Those against me were “mighty” in their own eyes, a powerful QC and a psychologist, yet through the prayer of faithful men and women, all their counsel came to nothing and their arguments fell apart and my client was vindicated. Let prayer do things, and remind yourself daily of the power of God against the plans of the enemies of truth.

4. 
The lie of “easy believism” is exposed again here. Faith alone saves, that is true, but it is equally true, that the faith which saves will never be alone, it will always be accompanied by good works. James 2:13-26. If a person has no works of the Holy Spirit in their life, then they are none of his; they are play actors, hypocrites and lairs about spiritual things! If a person clams to know Christ there ought to be a family likeness in their transformed character and daily life patterns. If they do not look like him then they are not his! If you see arrogance and self centeredness, then you see evidence of satanic activity, not that of the Holy Spirit. 

Beware of “holiness” movements that produce arrogance on the part of the “saints”, for such things betray the source of their philosophy, and the one these deluded people really belong to. Christ is the servant leader, who produces the slaves who serve others!

5. 
Eunuchs were despised in this day by fellow Jews. These men were likely a large group of ex POWs who the Assyrians knew they had mentally broken by their castration and so released them, knowing that they could not take part in the repopulation of the land after the devastation the Assyrians had caused. These men felt debased and defeated, for they had been captured by the enemy, emasculated as soldiers in their defeat, and then emasculated physically by them on release. 

Isaiah lifts these traumatized men up and restores them to faith and community life, through restoration of full worship now and the certainty of eternal blessings later. They cannot have physical children now but they may by setting wise example, have great spiritual impact on the lives of man, and so have more children than the men who can beget their own. There were many orphans in the city under siege, and it may also be that Isaiah encourages them to exercise fatherly care over these traumatized children, and so heal both their own hearts and minds and those of the children also. 

Let us remember that the children we have on earth are in two categories, but only one category enter heaven with us, and that is the group that have entered into salvation benefits. Let us place a higher value upon salvation benefits than upon our physical inheritances and genetic posterity. Let us bless all we can spiritually without concern for blood relationships, but rather emphasize the relationships we have in and through the blood of Christ. 

6. 
Once again Isaiah reminds us that, “the Word must be mixed with faith”. Unless we hear, believe and apply the Word of God we are falling short of what the Lord our God requires. Let us praise him with our lips and serve him with our lives, which is the completion of our praise!

DOCTRINAL TOPICS

SABBATH AND THE LORD'S DAY

1. Sabbath means Rest.

2. Salvation is the eternal Sabbath. (Matthew 11:28) - we must trust in God to save us, apart from our own works.

3. Trusting in the promises is the daily Sabbath. (Hebrews 3:11) - we must trust in God to provide all our needs.

4. The original Sabbath (Genesis 2:2, 3)  God finished His work of creation on the sixth day and rested on the seventh.

5. The Sabbath of Israel. (Exodus 20:8-11, Deuteronomy 5:12-15)

a) In the Old Testament, the Jews were commanded not to work on the seventh day.  They were to trust in the finished work of God to supply their needs.

b) The Sabbath (Saturday) was the remembrance day of the old creation, of the old covenant. (Exodus 20:10-11, 31:12-17, Hebrews 4:4)

c) Legalists burdened the Sabbath with many hundreds of extra-biblical commandments and regulations.

d) Under the Mosaic Law the Jews had a sabbatical year;. they were supposed to rest every seventh year. (Exodus 23:10, 11) 

e) Because they did not take their sabbaticals they endured the 70 years of Babylonian captivity. (Leviticus 26:33-35, 2 Chronicles 36:20, 21, Daniel 9:2, Jeremiah 25:11, 12, Jeremiah 29:10)

6. The Sabbath spoke of the Old Creation Exodus 20, 31 and Hebrews 4 ‑ the Lord's day speaks of the New Creation  Saturday belongs to Israel, the family of God, Sunday belongs to the Church the royal family of God. Matthew 28:9, Galatians 6:15, Hebrews 9:15, 10:20

7. The Lord's Day

a) The Lord's Day (Sunday) is the remembrance of the new creation, the resurrection life of the Church in Christ. (2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 6:15, Hebrews 9:15, 10:20)

b) In the New Testament, all days are as unto the Lord. ( Romans 12:1-2, Ephesians 4:1-3)

c) There is a moment by moment Sabbath for the believer in the Church Age. (Hebrews 4:1-3)

8. Why is Sunday so important? 

[a] Sunday is resurrection day Matthew 28:1,

[b]  It was also the day of the first meeting of the disciples John 20:19,

[c] It was the first day they received instructions from the Lord Luke 24:36‑39

[d] It was the day the church began as the day of Pentecost was always on a Sunday Acts 2, 

[e] It was the day the early church met Acts 20:6‑7

[f] It was the day to give offerings 1 Corinthians 16:2.

9. This day has been blessed by God. If the church was wrong on meeting on a Sunday the Lord would have pointed it out before the Seventh Day Adventists came on the scene.

10. There is no such thing as a Christian Sabbath Ephesians 4:1‑3, Romans 12:1,2 ‑every day should be lived as unto the Lord, lived in the filling of the Holy Spirit. We meet on the Lord's day when we celebrate our new birth, the Lord's victory, the birth of the Church. There are no particular rules, a day of joy, rejoicing and celebration. 

11. The concept of the moment by moment Sabbath is illustrated in four passages in the Old Testament

a) Moses at the Red Sea (Exodus 14:10-14)

b) Abraham (Romans 4:17-21, Genesis 22, Hebrews 11:17-19)

c) The bones of Joseph (Hebrews 11:22)

d) Caleb and the Giants (Numbers 13,14, Joshua 14:6-14, 15:14, Judges 1:20)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  ETERNAL LIFE

1. DEFINITION: Life belonging to the ages (Greek word aionios). This is the life of the believer who had a beginning in time but whose life will continue through the other side of death into the infinite future.

2. Mankind were created for eternity. God's purpose was to create a being to enjoy fellowship with forever. 2 Peter 3: 9.

3. The issue for entry into eternal life is faith in Christ. The choice for man is clearly stated in John 3:36, 5:24, Acts 13:46,  Galatians 6:8,  Matthew 25:6.

4. Those who are serious about life and concerned about death ask about it. Matthew 13:40-43, 19:16, Mark 10:17, Luke 10:25, 18:18.

5.  The Lord's words provide the answer to the questions about eternal life. John 6:68, Romans 5:20, 21, Romans 6:22, 23.

It is the Lord who gives eternal life, John 5:39, 40, 12:50.

6. The Lord gives eternal life to those who believe on him, John 10:28, 17:2,

The door to fellowship and all that goes with it is opened by faith in him as Saviour. John 3:15,16, Acts 13:48, John 6:40, 47.

“To Eat His Flesh and Drink His Blood” is graphic language to picture his work and our need to appropriate it for ourselves. John 6:54, 4:14.

7. While it may only be fully known in heaven the believer may grasp a glimpse of eternal life here and now by way of anticipation and relationship. Knowing God is a glimpse of eternal life now, John 17:3, and fellowship with him is the joy of every believer now and forever. 1 John 1:1-4, 5:10-12, 20, 1 Timothy 6:12, 19.

8. Eternal life is received in full at the resurrection/rapture when we all receive our new bodies from the Lord. Rewards are received then to enjoy with the Lord forever. We are all urged to live each day with the eternal life perspective in mind, thinking of our place with the Lord forever. Matthew 19:29, 30, Mark 10:29-31, John 12:25, John 4:36, Romans 2:6,7.

9. Eternal Life is the believers hope, associated with the Rapture and Resurrection, and should be on our mind through each day, as it sets us apart from the unbelievers who have no such hope. Philippians 3:20, 21, Titus 1:2, 2:13, 3:7, 1 Thessalonians 2:19, 4:13,  1 Peter 1:3,

10. The assurance of eternal life is grounded in the promise of God given through Christ. 1 John 2:24,25, 1 John 5:13-15.

DRINKING ALCOHOL

1. Drunkenness is always condemned as a sin in the Bible. (Proverbs 20:1, 23:20, Isaiah 5:11-22, 28:7, 8, Romans 13:13, 1 Corinthians 5:11, Ephesians 5:18)

2. Drinking of alcoholic beverages is to be avoided in certain positions of leadership.


(a) Kings (rulers, government leaders) (Proverbs 31:4, 5)


(b) Pastors (1 Timothy 3:3, Titus 1:7)


(c) Deacons (1 Timothy 3:8)

3. Drinking of alcoholic beverages proved disastrous for certain persons


(a) Noah (Genesis 9:21)


(b) Nabal (1 Samuel 25:36,37)


(c) Ephraim(Isaiah 28:1)


(d) Lot (Genesis 19:32-6)

4. Drinking of alcoholic beverages is condoned in certain areas. For example:- for medicinal reasons, or where customary with meals, moderate amounts of alcoholic beverages are permissible (Proverbs 31:6-7, 1 Timothy 5:23) Normal cough mixture for instance contains a significant amount of alcohol.

5. It is possible that the water which Jesus Christ turned into wine was an alcoholic beverage (John 2:1 -11 ). This passage neither condemns nor condones drinking of alcoholic beverages but was the use of a miracle to focus attention on the person of Jesus Christ as the God-Man-Saviour. Wine produces joy in the heart. (judges 9:13, Psalm 104:15)

6. Alcoholism forms a part of the pattern of national disaster (Joel 1:4-6, Isaiah 28). It leads to economic depression and encourages military invasion. Jeremiah 13:12-17

7. Adverse effects of excessive drinking of alcoholic beverages:-

(a) Leads to impulsive, abusive and irresponsible behaviour, vehicle accidents.


(b) Causes paralysis of the eyes (Wernicke's disease), tunnel vision.


(c) Destroys brain tissue.


(d) Produces cirrhosis of the liver,

(e) Results in delirium tremens (D.T.'s) which cause confusion, anxiety, terror and delusions. Alcoholism is drug addiction which involves destruction of the soul. (Galatians 5:20-2 1

8. Importance of abstinence from alcoholic beverages in youth cannot be over emphasised.

9. Conditions under which indulgence in alcoholic beverage should be avoided from a believer's viewpoint.


(a) Application of the law of love - towards believers.

(b) Law of expediency - towards unbelievers: used when drinking becomes a false issue in presenting the gospel.


(c) Law of supreme sacrifice - towards God: applicable when drinking hinders a specific ministry.

Application - In Australia probably alcohol should be avoided because of major problems, vehicle accidents, social problems. In Greece however, a glass of wine with a meal would be expected and rejection by a Christian could cause a false issue.

10. Drinking is related to degeneracy. Wine and drunkenness are used in the Scripture to represent the entire principle of sublimation involved in rejecting God's way. (Jeremiah 13:12-17)

CHAPTER 57 - FACING TRAUMATIC SITUATIONS GOD’S WAY – OUR CHOICES

We cannot chose the days we live in, for we are born into them, nor can we select the things that will happen to us, but we can chose the responses we have to events. The great Jewish psychiatrist, Dr Viktor Frankl, reflected on the nature of true human freedom on his release from the German Nazi death camps in 1945. Man’s freedom he observed consists in our ability to respond to what happens to us. We cannot select all the content of our life’s events, but we can select our path through them by the choices we make as we respond to what has happened to us. 

Isaiah recognizes this truth in these chapters and encourages traumatized people in their choices, so that they are stabilized, empowered, encouraged, and given hope and future focus. Today we would call this, the basis of Post Traumatic Stress therapy, and indeed it is, but it is the basis of all spiritual growth, where the holy character and certain promises of almighty God are acted upon as more real than the evils that the believers have endured in their most recent days.

1  The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart: and merciful men are taken away, none considering that the righteous is taken away from the evil to come.

One of the symptoms of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder is Dissociation, and that is the symptom we see illustrated here, where good people die terribly, yet the rest of the people do not seem to notice, nor do they feel anything any longer towards these things. They have become dissociated from what would be appropriate emotional responses. Good people have died and no-one felt anything, and people who showed mercy to others were killed with their enemies showing no mercy to them, and yet their neighbours did not feel the loss of such people, nor properly grieve over them. 

People were not even buried, for there was not the time, nor the opportunity, as all their efforts were focused on fleeing the Assyrian enemy who cut down all who did not run fast enough. Some are without rebuke for their dissociation, for they are good people, simply overwhelmed by all they have seen, and so they will be listening to the prophet and will get in touch with their suppressed sadness, and grieve, and then rejoice in the Lord, and move on in God’s righteous path for them in life. It is the others who concern Isaiah most. These are the men who keep on choosing denial and dissociation as their coping tools and they reinforce them with evil behaviours, falling daily ever deeper into the same evils as their enemies. 

2  He shall enter into peace: they shall rest in their beds, each one walking in his uprightness.

The Lord gives the death of the righteous a twist however; they have been saved from further evil which was to come to the others who survived. The death of the righteous was still “in the Lord”. Psalms 68:20, 116:15. These dead saints have entered into the peace of the Lord. They now rest upon their beds, a sign of peace and safety, in heaven itself, and are recovering from their trauma there. They have trusted in the Lord who walks uprightly and so they are kept by him and have a share in his eternal blessings. In death and in life we are called to serve the living God, with no concern at all about when we are to die. Genesis 17:1, Matthew 25:21, Luke 16:18-22, 2 Corinthians 5:1-9, Philippians 1:21-22.

At all times and in all places, if we walk in the filling of the Holy Spirit, we are in Him and in the places of eternal safety, even if it means death for us. Glory is the destiny to which we are called, and we will not die one minute ahead of the Lord’s time for us. When the good people mentally and emotionally confront the many deaths they have witnessed, then they will be able to grieve and also rejoice, with their hearts and minds stabilized on the eternal realities that they now see. 

3  But draw near hither, ye sons of the sorceress, the seed of the adulterer and the whore. 4  Against whom do ye sport yourselves? against whom make ye a wide mouth, and draw out the tongue? are ye not children of transgression, a seed of falsehood.

These are very harsh words of judgment upon those who have betrayed their faith and followed after the idols and false religious occult practises of their enemies. They are callous towards the death of the righteous, rather than just being traumatized, for they don’t care about the good people and the Lord will challenge them about this. They have “played the harlot” with evil and so have become totally depraved and evil themselves, and Isaiah calls them for what they have become. Jesus was this honestly harsh. Matthew 3:7, 12:33-37, 16:1-4, 23:29-39, John 8:39-47.

 It is not wrong to tell the truth bluntly! Do not be afraid of the truth bluntly told; be only fearful of the lies that put people to sleep on the way to hell. There will be times when the truth told in love will convict of deep sin and create hatred in the hearers. We must not be concerned about the reactions of people to the truth; rather we must preach strongly the truth whatever the result. Ephesians 4:15, 1 John 3:7-10.

Those who stand for the truth often face great hatred and ridicule from those who are evil. There are many who seek every opportunity to mock the Lord’s people and the Lord’s character and standards, for they hate them. Psalms 22:7, 13-17, 35:15-21, 69:8, 12, 19-20, Matthew 27:39-44, 2 Peter 2:9-22. The Lord suffered this way and if we stand with him we must expect some suffering ourselves. We can expect no better treatment than our Lord.

5  Enflaming yourselves with idols under every green tree, slaying the children in the valleys under the clifts of the rocks?

The worship of the pagan gods involved emotional highs and sexual pleasures associated with all forms of sex and also with perverted practises, including child sacrifice. These people had gone all the way with their evils and they paid the price for it all. Hosea 4:6-11, 7:3-7, Amos 2:7-8. 

Moses had warned against the great evils of child sacrifice associated with sexual perversions in the pagan religions, but the people had fallen into all forms of evil. The terrible thing about evil is that one step is never enough, for the people grow jaded with their first sins and plunge deeper and deeper to get the same shallow thrill from their pleasures. Leviticus 18:19-29, 20:1-8. 

In today’s world we speak of child abuse, but the people of this day burned their children alive, with the screams of the dying children heightening their sexual pleasures in the temple of the pagan gods. Molech was worshipped through sex heightened by the murders of children in the arms of the red hot statue! This was such great evil, yet it was done by these depraved but “cultured” people once they went far enough away from the truth. 

There is no limit to the evils of mankind once truth is cast away. Let us be alert to this principle, for we stand in danger ourselves of seeing our nations destroyed because of the sins that are allowed within our laws. In the last days these Satanic religions will make a come back and many will follow them and mock all who are not “adventurous”! Let us be ready to bear the rebuke of the evil men and women who will rejoice in mocking those who stand for the truth. Let us not hate them, but keep praying for them and preaching to them, for their destiny is even more terrible that the victims of their evil! 

6  Among the smooth stones of the stream is thy portion; they, they are thy lot: even to them hast thou poured a drink offering, thou hast offered a meat offering. Should I receive comfort in these?

They chose to worship the stones of the river beds rather than the God who made the rivers and the earth itself. They worshipped a fetish sign of fertility and poured out drink and meal offerings to the spirits of nature rather than the creator God of all. The offerings poured out, were they said, for “all the gods” of the world. They tried to practise their prayers to the “gods of all nations”. It was inclusive, synchronistic religion, and like all combinations of things in the religious area, it was complete pagan nonsense! 

God asks them, “Will I be comforted or pleased with this sort of “sincere behaviour?” God is impressed by truth alone, never by nonsense. Sincerity is not of any value unless it is in the truth! To be sincerely wrong is simply to be a bigger fool! Be truthful, or be a fool. Psalms 14:1, Luke 12:16-26. We must bluntly warn those who think sincerity will do anything for them except make them look foolish!

7  Upon a lofty and high mountain hast thou set thy bed: even thither wentest thou up to offer sacrifice.

The worship of the pagan idols was often associated with nature worship, and the highest mountains became “holy” for they were close to the heavens. Many mountains around the world remain “holy” for this false reason, for many is no closer to God up there than down on the flats lands. Jeremiah 2:20, Ezekiel 16:15-18, 20:27-29, 23:17. Like men and women today, they were seduced by the beauty and shallow sexual fun of the “modern” and “cool” group, and wanted to be like their heroes, and so followed them into false worship and sexual immorality. There is nothing cool about such sexual behaviours; they bring neither satisfaction, nor lasting pleasures, but create pain and regret only.

8  Behind the doors also and the posts hast thou set up thy remembrance: for thou hast discovered thyself to another than me, and art gone up; thou hast enlarged thy bed, and made thee a covenant with them; thou lovedst their bed where thou sawest it.

They have been seduced by the “bed” of sexualized idolatry and think that they can fool God, or that their actions don’t really matter, but all idolatry matters, all is evil and destroys the holiness of the people, eliminating their role as God’s people. Ezekiel sees a vision and looks in on the inner workings of the evil religion of the Satanic inspired last days and speaks plainly of it’s condemnation and destruction. Ezekiel 8:5-18. It is the sin unto death to be involved in false worship when the Lord calls us to truth. Refer to the topical study on SIN – SIN UNTO DEATH.

9  And thou wentest to the king with ointment, and didst increase thy perfumes, and didst send thy messengers far off, and didst debase thyself even unto hell.

Many of the people had adopted the religion of the Assyrians and shamelessly followed the evils of their oppressors. Their government had traded silver, gold, perfumes and precious ointments for peace with this evil power. 2 Kings 16:7-11, Ezekiel 16:28-34. They acted like lovers trying to seduce the enemy and did things that were evil in God’s sight; their minds being led astray by the idolatry they had begun to flirt with. They had humbled themselves, bowing low in body, soul, and spirit, to these evil kings and their gods, and in effect set themselves on the easy path down hill to Hell itself. Colossians 2:18-23.

10  Thou art wearied in the greatness of thy way; yet saidst thou not, There is no hope: thou hast found the life of thine hand; therefore thou wast not grieved.

They had become tired as a nation of their long journeys to the enemy, and the great cost of bribing the kings of Assyria, and yet they persisted in their self defeating plan. God expresses his amazement at their tenacity in self destruction. They had taken every action other than turning to Him for help and deliverance. They had trusted in alliances, their army, their fortifications and their food supplies, but had not trusted in the God who made them a nation in the first place.  Isaiah 47:13-15, Jeremiah 2:36-37, 9:1-6, Ezekiel 24:12-14. 

There is none so blind as those who have deceived themselves, so that they will not see. There is no hope for them until they face the fact of judgment and the reality of their religious self deceit. They had not done the self analysis that Paul did. Romans 8:14-20. It is all too easy to be led astray by old habits and the actions of others. Galatians 2:12-13, 16.

11  And of whom hast thou been afraid or feared, that thou hast lied, and hast not remembered me, nor laid it to thy heart? have not I held my peace even of old, and thou fearest me not?

The fear of men had led them to stop fearing the Lord. These powerful men wielded great power and authority yet they too will die and face the judgment of the Lord. There was no hope for these people, for they had not correctly weighed the values and power of the issues in their decision making. Their lack of logic will lead to destruction. Faith in God has the best logic behind it, and they had “lost their mind”. Proverbs 29:23-26, Jeremiah 9:3-5, 42:20-22, Ezekiel 13:22-23, Hosea 11:12-13, 2 Thessalonians 2:8-12, 1Timothy 4:1-5. 

God had been long suffering towards them, but they had taken his silence for approval. He waited for them to repent, but they thought he was indifferent towards their evil. This miscalculation was without reason, for they had the Law of Moses and the words of David, Solomon and the prophets to remind them daily that their path was sinful, evil and certainly to be judged. Psalms 50:21-23.

12  I will declare thy righteousness, and thy works; for they shall not profit thee.

The Lord through the prophet declares truthfully the basis of their righteousness; that they have none! He declares the truth in order that they might be convicted of their sins. He declares the truth in order that they might be convicted of sin and turn to the only one who can give them hope. Isaiah 1:10-18, 58:2-7, 64:5-8, 64:3-5. 

They have followed hypocrites who loved the trappings of religious power and grandeur but who were far from truth, and so they have fallen into the ditch that these men didn’t see. Their pride driven religion is the sign that they have no spiritual discernment, for pride and arrogance are the opposites of spiritual enlightenment from the Lord. Matthew 23:1-12, then read verses 13-33, for the Lord’s strong condemnation of fake religion in his own day.

13  When thou criest, let thy companies deliver thee; but the wind shall carry them all away; vanity shall take them: but he that putteth his trust in me shall possess the land, and shall inherit my holy mountain;

There is only one holy mountain upon the earth and that is the Mount upon which the Temple was built. The only ones inheriting anything in the end are the truly righteous, not the fakes who appear strong now. Jeremiah 22:20-23, Hosea 13:1-3. There is no hope outside the Lord’s truth and the worship of the only real God. If men delight themselves in the true Lord of all they will be delivered from all distress. Psalms 37:1-11, Proverbs 28:25-26. If a person trusts in “vanity” (emptiness of reality, lies, fake beliefs), then the thing they trust in will evaporate, for it was just “hot air”; it was always a nothing and when the pressure comes it’s apparent strength falls apart, for there was nothing there. Jeremiah 17:7-14.  

14  And shall say, Cast ye up, cast ye up, prepare the way, take up the stumbling block out of the way of my people.

When the believing people at the end of the Great Tribulation are delivered they immediately throw themselves into the rebuilding of the city and the clearing of the road networks leading to the city. They want to clear away all the debris of war so that the Lord and his host can come into the city with thanksgiving and joy. We have seen this in Isaiah 35:1-10, 40:3-5, 62:10-12. 

In that final day of man’s history before the Lord’s rule is established in Jerusalem there will be the removal of all the “stumbling blocks” of false religion from the road ways into the city. 1 Corinthians 8:7-13, 10:32-33, 2 Corinthians 6:3. This may refer to the removal of all bill boards advertising evil. There is a purifying of the land, the road sides and the city itself to prepare for the King’s arrival. 

15  For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.

This verse contains many of the titles of the Lord that are true reflections of reality, yet these same titles have been falsely claimed by the fake gods. The Lord God is the most high. Psalms 83:18, 97:9, 138:6-8. This title of the Lord is a reminder that he is truly the source of hope and the only source of that hope of deliverance. The Lord God is the one who inhabits eternity; he is eternal, the creator of space and time but beyond both categories. It is the name of the Lord that reminds us that we are dealing with the Lord God of all things when we address him. Deuteronomy 33:27, Psalms 90:2, 93:2, Proverbs 8:22-23, Jeremiah 10:10-12, Micah 5:2.

His name is holy, for he is the one who alone is set apart from all created things to be the object of worship. He made all visible things and so they are not to be worshipped, for he alone is worthy of our worship. Exodus 15:11-14, 1 Samuel 2:2, Psalms 99:1-5. God’s dwelling place is not a house made with hands, but in the loftiest place of the universe; literally beyond this universe. Notice that the true believer in the Lord is mentioned as being with the Lord in his dwelling place. This is the concept that Paul speaks of in Ephesians when he says we are “in the heavenlies” in Christ Jesus.  Ephesians 2:4-6, and also Colossians 3:1-4. In Christ we have already entered into eternal life here and now.

The Lord praises the “contrite and humble” of heart and promises to deal with their problems through their relationship with him. Psalms 34:17-19, 51:1-12, 17, 138:6-8. It is only as we sit with humility before the Lord that he can heal us and lift us up. If we cast our cares upon him we are cared for. Psalms 147:3, Isaiah 61:1-3, 1 Peter 5:5. It is only as we sit with the sins that have separated us from our God, and truly confront them, that he meets us in our true grief and repentance, and restores our relationship with him. Flippancy regarding sins and their consequences will only compound our grief in them, but repentance opens the doors of blessing again. Matthew 5:4. Refer again to the parable of the Prodigal Son. Luke 15:10-32.  The Lord meets us in our prayers of repentance. 1 Corinthians 1:3-5, 2:6-12.

16  For I will not contend for ever, neither will I be always wroth: for the spirit should fail before me, and the souls which I have made.

There are principles here that we do well to hear fully. The Lord will not argue with man for ever, but will act in judgment for those who have rejected his appeals for holiness. Psalms 78:38-39, 85:4-10, 103:9-17. Jeremiah 10:23-25, Micah 7:18ff. If the Lord was not like this, man would have been burned up and would have been gone from the earth long ago. Job 34:12-15, Ecclesiastes 12:6-7, 13, Hebrews 12:9-15. 

17  For the iniquity of his covetousness was I wroth, and smote him: I hid me, and was wroth, and he went on frowardly in the way of his heart.

At it’s heart the evil of the Israelites was covetousness. They desired to have what they saw others have, rather than seek their own personal path before the Lord, in poverty or plenty. The scriptures are clear, that each of us has a path to walk through this life and we are not to be distracted from it, either to the left or the right, but are to focus upon the path and our relationship with the one who walks with us. Psalms 14:5, 23:4, 27:1-4, 46:1-5, 11, 118:6, 138:7-8, Isaiah 41:10. 

The enemy seeks to “make merchandise” of the believer at all times, but the truth sets us free, if we will accept and apply it into our lives. They will continue to act “forwardly”, that is, with total disregard for the truth and for God, but we are not to be distracted by their evil certainties, for they will certainly fail in the end! Ephesians 5:3-5, 2 Peter 2:1-9.

18  I have seen his ways, and will heal him: I will lead him also, and restore comforts unto him and to his mourners.

God has seen the genuine believer in the midst of their struggles, and he will answer their prayers and restore them. God sees our ways and will heal our wounds gained in the battles of life. We are seen and we are accepted, and we will be healed by the Lord’s grace and mercy. Isaiah 43:25-26, 48:8-13, Ezekiel 16:60-63, Hosea 14:4-8. 

The Lord’s promise is that he will lead them and restore them to the path of glory for his name’s sake. We are not ever delivered because we are “fantastic people”, but because we have a loving and grace centred and powerful God who honours his name. We are blessed through our relationship with him, not through our works. Psalms 51:12.   

19  I create the fruit of the lips; Peace, peace to him that is far off, and to him that is near, saith the LORD; and I will heal him.

The promise of blessing is repeated by the Lord of all. There will be peace and there will be joy and there will be healing. The fruit of the lips is the fruit of the Holy Spirit here, and the believers practise the peace and spiritual prosperity that is the sign of walking in the Spirit. Refer to the doctrinal study of  HOLY SPIRIT – FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, FRUITS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. Also refer to the doctrinal study of HOPE. Exodus 4:11-12, Hosea 14:1-2. The Lord is “nearby” to all who seek him through genuine repentance; he is never “far off”. Ephesians 2:14-17. 

20  But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. 21  There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.

The righteous have peace and calm in the midst of pressure for they know that they are in their Lord’s hands, but the wicked are like the storm tossed sea; they have no peace in their soul, nor any peace of mind, or stability within them. They are dirty and murky like a stormy sea shore, with the dust, dirt and sand all stirred up by the violence of the waves. Psalms 73:18ff, Proverbs 4:14-19, James 1:6, Jude 12-13. There is no peace, no shalom of prosperity, for the wicked. They may gain great wealth and power, but it will be without any lasting joy, and certainly no satisfaction at all. 

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
None of the anxiety related problems that we have today were missing from the days of Isaiah. He confronts them all with God’s Word, prayer, and works of faith in daily life, and so must we. PTSD and other anxiety related problems are “normal” (that is, in proportion to the nature of the events) when people face overwhelming trauma, as the people here did. They are best dealt with in and through faith-rest in daily life. If the Lord has brought us through terrible things we are, through them to serve him, and so let us give thanks and seek the service to be offered.

2. 
Death is not an enemy for the believer, yet all too many speak of it as such. Death for the believer is entry into the blessedness of the Lord, and so let us remember that the death of the saints is precious in the Lord’s sight. We receive saving grace, living grace, and dying grace in this life and then more grace forever. Let us praise him for his blessings that go on throughout eternity.  Let us not be blinded by the false prosperity gospel and greedily cling to this life when we have completed our path here.
3. 
Once again we are reminded that being insulted for the truth is not unusual, it is simply a sign that we are still engaged in the Angelic Conflict. We are on the battlefield and so we are hated by the forces of the enemy. This ought not to surprise the believer. We are not to be distracted by the hatred of some, or by the enticing sexual attractions of others. We are called to walk calmly and securely through the middle ground of obedience to the Lord and not to deviate to right or left into sin or even into legitimate things that are not part of the Lord’s plan for us.

4. 
God is not mocked, nor fooled by man’s behaviours. We are called to move quietly through this life, looking only to Jesus, not to the things of this world that do not last. No actions outside the plan are to tempt us away from the path of obedience. The “Sin Unto Death” is the path of idolatry or sexual worship. We avoid this path only by total obedience to the Lord alone. Fear of men, or lust after the things of men, will both keep us from the truth. Let us ensure that the fear of the Lord stops any fear or lust over the things of mankind. Let us guard ourselves against covetousness.

5. 
God alone is the most high one; he alone is the creator God. Let us give no credit to any other powers than the Lord almighty. Peace of mind and spirit comes only from the Lord, and there is no peace for those who are wicked. The Lord calls us to honour him alone. Let us ensure nothing comes between us and the Lord who gave himself for us.

DOCTRINAL TOPICS

SIN:  SIN UNTO DEATH

1. There is a sin unto death (1 John 5:16, 17, 1 Corinthians 11 :31,32)

2. The sin unto death is the physical death of a believer, where ultimate discipline is administered to the Christian due to unconfessed sin of a serious nature.

3. Confession of sin under the concept of I John 1:9 is the way to forgiveness.

4. Examples of sin unto death:-

(a)The Corinthian Pervert - (1 Corinthians 5)

(b) The Corinthians who habitually came to the Lord's table in an unworthy manner. (1 Corinthians 11:27-32)

(c) Moses (Deuteronomy 32:48-52)

(d) Achan (Joshua 7:16-26)

(e) Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5: 1 -1 1)

5. Whilst there is a sin unto death there is no condemnation to them in Christ Jesus - all believers (Romans 8:1).

6. The effect of the sin unto death is to reduce the time which a believer can spend on earth accumulating good of eternal worth.  The gold, silver and precious stones of I Corinthians 3:11-15.

HOLY SPIRIT:  FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

1. The Holy Spirit indwells every believer. We are commanded to allow Him to fill (or fully control) our lives  (Ephesians 5:18).

2. The filling (controlling) of the Spirit can be broken by:

a) Grieving the Spirit (Ephesians 4:30) - sin, doing something you shouldn't.

b) Quenching the Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19) - not doing something you should (like quenching a fire, allowing the flame to go out).

3. The filling (controlling) of the Spirit can be restored by confession of sin and full surrender to do the will of God (1John 1:9)

4. The Spirit produces the very character of the Christ in the believer: (Galatians 4:19, 5:22, 23, Ephesians 3:16, 17, Philippians 1:20, 21, 2 Corinthians 3:3)

a) The fruit of the Spirit:

i)   Galatians 5:22-23 - Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-control.

ii)  Romans 14:17 - Righteousness, Peace, Joy.

iii) Colossians 3:12-15 - Compassion, Kindness, Humility, Gentleness, Patience, Forgiveness, Love, Peace, Thankfulness.

iv) 1 Thessalonians 1:3 - Faith, Love, Endurance, Hope.

b) Rejoicing in Christ (Philippians 3:1, 4:4).

c) Loving one another (John 15:12, Romans 12:10, Ephesians 5:2).

d) Striving for the faith (Philippians 1:27, Jude 3).

e) Putting away all sin (1 Corinthians 5:7, Hebrews 12:1).

f) Abstaining from all appearances of evil (1 Thessalonians 5:22).

g) Submitting to injuries (1 Corinthians 6:7).

h) Subduing the temper (Ephesians 4:26, James 1:19).

i) Shunning the wicked (2 Thessalonians 3:6).

j) Abounding in the works of the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58 1 Thessalonians 4:1).

k) Showing a good example (1 Timothy 4:12, 1 Peter 2:12).

l) Following after that which is good (Philippians 4:8, 1 Timothy 6:11).

m) Perfecting holiness (2 Corinthians 7:1, 2 Timothy 3:17).

n) Hating defilement (Jude 23).

o) Overcoming the world. (1 John 5:4-5)

p) Adorning the gospel. (Philippians 1:27, Titus 2:10)

q) Forgiving injuries. (Romans 12:20)

r) Living peaceably with all. (Romans 12:18, Hebrews 12:14)

s) Visiting the afflicted. (James 1:27)

t) Sympathising with others. (Romans 12:15, 1 Thessalonians 5:14)

u) Honouring others. (Romans 12:10)

v) Submitting to authorities. (Romans 13:1-7)

w) Being content. (Philippians 4:11, Hebrews 13:5)

x) Walking worthy of the Lord. (Colossians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 2:12)

y) Walking in the newness of life. (Romans 6:4)

z) Walking as children of light. (Ephesians 5:8)

aa) Glorifies Christ in his body. (Philippians 1:20, 21)

bb) Christ is at home in his body. (Ephesians 3:16,17)

cc) A lifestyle which honours God in the presence of men. (2 Corinthians 3:3)

5. The filling of the Holy Spirit in every believer only occurs in two dispensations: 

a) Church age Ephesians 5:18, Galatians 5:22,23

b) Millennium - Joel 2:28, 29 (characterized by ecstatics)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

1. The filling of the Holy Spirit produces fruit in the life (love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance). (Galatians 5:22-23) Note that "fruit" is singular - all the characters are produced at the same time in the filling of the Holy Spirit.

2. The Fruit of the Spirit is also listed as follows:- 

Romans 14:17 - Righteousness, Peace, Joy

Colossians 3:12-15 - Compassion, Kindness, Humility, Gentleness, Patience, Forgiveness, Love, Peace, Thankfulness

1Thessalonians 1:3 - Faith, Love, Endurance, Hope

2. In principle, it is the imitation of God (Ephesians 5:1). The reason we are left on the earth after salvation is to produce fruit. (John 15:16, Philippians 4:17)

3. We produce fruit by hearing the word (Mark 4:20-28) and applying it to our lives. (Hebrews 4:2)

4. Failure to grow and produce fruit means divine discipline even to the point of the believer's early departure from this life. (Luke 13:6-9 John 15:2)

5. Rewards in eternity are distributed on the basis of faithful production. (1 Corinthians 3:10-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10)

6. Fruit is not to be confused with spiritual gifts. These are listed in (Romans 12:6-8; 15:18-19; 1Corinthians 12:8,10; 1Corinthians 12:28-30;  Ephesians 4:1) and other places.

7. One can know Christians by their fruit (Matthew 7:16-20; Luke 6:43-45; 1John 3:10 & 11; John 15:8) especially by their love (John 13:35) but not by their gifts, as Satan can imitate them (2Thessalonians 2:9).

8. Three natural fruits represent some of the facets of the fruit of the Spirit: Apples - love, Grapes - Joy, Pomegranates - Peace.

9. In Galatians 5: 22-23 the fruit of the Spirit is divided into three sections 

[a] Love, Joy and Peace towards God; 

[b] Patience, Goodness and Kindness towards others; 

[c] Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-control towards oneself.

HOPE

1. Our hope is based on the reality of the life of the Lord Jesus Christ and His message. (Romans 5:4-6, 1 Timothy 1:1)

2. Our hope is also of our resurrection (Acts 24:15). This hope influences our conduct here and now. (1 John 3:3)

3. The hope of resurrection was longed for and believed in, in the Old Testament but after the Lord's resurrection we can be totally confident. (Acts 26:6-8)

4. Hope of resurrection is a "lively hope" which influences every aspect of the soul who truly knows what we have. (1 Peter 1:3)

5. We also have hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:7)

6. It is a key doctrine of the church, without it our faith is a sham. (1 Corinthians 15:19)

7. We have the sure hope of deliverance from the Tribulation by the Rapture of the Church which occurs before the Tribulation (Romans 8:24-25, 1 Thessalonians 1:10; 4:13-18)

8. The coming of the Lord to save us from coming catastrophe is a "blessed hope" (Titus 2:13)

9. We all have the hope of blessing in time if we reach maturity. (Galatians 5:5)

10. We all have one hope in maturity. (Ephesians 4:4-6)

11. All true pastors hope that their flock will go on to maturity to the greater glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 2:19-20)

12. As we see and know what the Lord did for us we can take confidence from it. (1 Peter 1:21)

13. Confidence comes as we hear what God has for us through His word. (Romans 15:4)

14. The way to know hope is to be firmly grounded in God's word. (Colossians 1:23)

15. We are told to grow in hope. (Hebrews 6:11-12)

16. We are to hold fast our hope, firm in doctrine. (Hebrews 3:6)

17. All hope is anchored in doctrine in the soul. (Hebrew 6:18-19)

18. God's grace provisions for us here in time provide the basis for hope and confidence. (2 Thessalonians 2:16-17)

19. The purpose of the pastor - teacher teaching the Word of God is to pass on God's information so that all believers can be partakers of this hope. (1 Corinthians 9:10, 2 Corinthians 3:12)

20. The pastor's prayer for his people will always be that they should know the hope of their calling (Ephesians 1:18) This would include salvation, resurrection, eternal security, eternal reward, eternal life, blessing and maturity and deliverance from the problems of life.

21. Unbelievers have no hope. This should be the motivation for evangelism. (Ephesians 2:12, 1 Thessalonians 4:13)

22. We should be ready to give a defence to our hope. (1 Peter 3:15)

23. "Now abides faith hope and charity and the greatest of these is charity" (1 Corinthians 13:13 )

CHAPTER 58 - FACING GOD’S RIGHTEOUS DEMANDS HONESTLY – FINDING TRUE FRUITS OF REPENTANCE.

Isaiah seeks every way he can to establish contact with his nation in their present behaviours so as to guide them towards the correct ones. The people are doing legitimate religious things, like fasting, but they have not backed that activity with honest and right life change. It is bona fide to rise early, fast through a day, pray often and then rejoice in the evening meal through the prayers of the day. 

As we have seen before, the Jewish fast, which the church utilized, is useful for spiritual life. Fasting is good training, placing the body under discipline twice weekly, to ensure that bodily appetite does not rule. It can be a great aid to prayer, and was never to be the cause of spiritual pride. These people were fasting like some cling to lucky rabbit’s feet, or other good luck charms. Isaiah will challenge them to practise the spiritual life that will render their fasting beneficial to every aspect of their life.

1  Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.

Isaiah receives his orders from the Lord relating to this message. He is to cry aloud so all can hear him. He is to speak like a trumpet (shofar) call. In this day trumpet calls were used to give orders in the noise of battle. They were clear and their various meanings well understood. 

Isaiah is to speak to be heard, and he is to speak plainly and simply, without confusion, so that his message can be understood and responded to. He is not to hold back at all. He is not to “spare” them, but to wake up the sleeping fools who are drifting towards death. Psalms 40:7-11, Jeremiah 1:7-10, 17-19, 7:8-15, 15:16-21, Ezekiel 2:3-8, 3:4-11, 17-21. 

We are all as God’s pastors, called like Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel, to show no mercy regarding the proclamation of the truth. It is to be told bluntly and directly to all who will hear it, whether they say they are listening or not. We are to look to the Lord in our work not the response of those hearing the words. We serve the living God, and are to be responsive to his desires, not the desires of the people. Micah 3:8-11, Matthew 3:7-12, Acts 7:51-59, 20:26-35. This is the mental attitude of the genuine pastor of the Lord. 

He is to give the trumpet blast that will provide clear guidance regarding the required actions to deal with their sins. There is to be direct and clear conviction of sin in the message; no-one is to be able to say, ‘we didn’t know’.  Hosea 8:1, Titus 2:15. Each of the major prophets was told to “blow the trumpet (the Ram’s horn shofar) of the Lord”. Isaiah 18:3, Jeremiah 4:5, 6:1, 51:27, Ezekiel 33:3-6, Joel 2:1, 15. 

The ram’s horn was blown to call the people to their holy assemblies as well as to prepare for war. In this context it has both meanings; for the people are called to war and to assemble themselves before the Lord and to do business with the Lord regarding their sinful life patterns. They have both sinned directly and got into life patterns that lead away from God (transgressions). Both need to be faced and dealt with directly and without excuse.

2  Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know my ways, as a nation that did righteousness, and forsook not the ordinance of their God: they ask of me the ordinances of justice; they take delight in approaching to God.

Even with lives that spoke of sin and idolatry they still freely came into the Temple of God to seek his “oracle”, but they sought others also! They had compromised with sin and evil and walked both paths. They were not solely following the Lord their God, and the Lord makes it clear that he seeks our worship purely, without any other thing being involved other than the truth. He does not want people worshipping him and “hedging their bets” with paganism. God’s people are to reject evil and walk away from all paths of sin. Refer to the topical study, CHRISTIAN LIFE – SEPARATION. 

God seeks genuine obedience not half baked faith. Many people through the ages have heard the words of God’s servants and rejoice in them as wonderful truth, yet walked off and done the opposite. God seeks for genuine faith to work out through the life in works of righteousness. Proverbs 15:8, Ezekiel 33:30-33, Matthew 15:7-9, Mark 4:14-20, Titus 1:16, Hebrews 4:2, 6:4-6, James 1:19-25, 2:19-20. The devils know the truth and believe it is true, and they tremble. Our response to the truth must be at a higher level than the devils, or else we are lost with them! Do not be fooled by those who “delight” in hearing the Word of Truth, for unless they apply it into their lives they are as bad as the devils! 

3  Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and thou seest not? wherefore have we afflicted our soul, and thou takest no knowledge? Behold, in the day of your fast ye find pleasure, and exact all your labours.

The people claim that their fasting habits are the fruit of their obedience, whereas fasting has never been a fruit of anything! Fasting is a decision to discipline the body and is done by many people from many cultures and religions. If unsaved man can do something, then it is not spiritual fruit! This principle is ignored at the believer’s peril, for the enemy practised counterfeit religion, and he is able to duplicate everything except holiness and the true fruit of the Spirit. Refer to the studies on this aspect of satanic attack. ANGELS – SATAN’S STRATEGY, and also, RELIGION. 

The complaint of these people betrays their mental attitude towards their fasting activities. They have done it to “win points” with God. They have done this to prove their spirituality and impress God with their sincerity, but they have simply proved that they are legalistic and that their actions are point scoring exercises, not evidence of genuine spirituality. The real evidence for spirituality is genuine works of faith and love; true fruit of the Holy Spirit directed towards others. Micah 3:9-11, Zechariah 7:4-12, Malachi 3:14-17, Luke 18:9-17. True repentance and genuine spirituality are demonstrated by personal humility, prayerfulness, and good works towards others. 

They thought they were winning points with God by their self affliction, that by punishing themselves with shortage of food that they were impressing God. God does not look upon self discipline as “winning grace”!  Grace cannot be “won” by the acts of men, no matter how serious/sincere they are.  All that can be done is to cast ourselves upon the mercy of the one who went to the cross for us. All works of the Spirit are simply that, works of the Holy Spirit, whereby our faith works out into daily life as a hymn of praise to God for all he has done. Fasting is a joy in the Spirit, not a burden, nor a “hard work”, for in the filling of the Holy Spirit it is a joy to self discipline the body and rejoice in prayer to defeat hunger pains. 

All Christian “works” are fruit of the filling of the Holy Spirit and are joy in and of themselves. Ephesians 5:18-21, Colossians 3:12-17. If a believer is not rejoicing in the Lord in the midst of their “works” then those works are not spiritual at all. These people were not only doing these things in the wrong spirit, they were finding sexual and other sins to take their pleasures in, right in the middle of their fast days. Their religious observances had become a smoke screen behind which they hid with more sins. Rather than the fasts expressing faith, they were the opposite of saving faith; they were rank hypocrisy. Proverbs 28:9-13, Jeremiah 34:10-20. 

4  Behold, ye fast for strife and debate, and to smite with the fist of wickedness: ye shall not fast as ye do this day, to make your voice to be heard on high.

Why have they fasted? The Lord answers them bluntly. They have fasted for personal gain, to position themselves to con and abuse gullible people who will think they are spiritual and therefore can be trusted. Proverbs 21:27-31, Matthew 6:16-18.  Satan’s worst people will try to live closest to the Lord’s servants, for there they can do most damage.
Many con artists pretend they are spiritual just so they can position themselves to exploit the foolish who will trust such hypocrites without discernment. Jesus words are forgotten at our peril! Matthew 7:13-23, 10:16-18. These evil people pretend to be spiritual in order to bring the gullible believer closer to them where they will “smite” him with their closed fist. It is a terrible verse, this one, for it sums up the awfulness of man’s deep sins when hypocrisy rules in a life.  They are told that they will not be heard by God because of these great evils that they foolishly think their hypocrisy covers. God has seen and he will judge them. Psalms 66:18.

5  Is it such a fast that I have chosen? a day for a man to afflict his soul? is it to bow down his head as a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? wilt thou call this a fast, and an acceptable day to the LORD?

God wants them to fast. He does want them “fast from”, or to stop doing, certain things, but it is not the easy things relating to food and wine that the Lord demands of them. They are to genuinely seek the Lord’s face and look for the Lord’s will for them. 2 Chronicles 20:1-9, Ezra 10:6, Nehemiah 9:1-4, Daniel 9:3ff. God wants the genuine, never the fake and phoney. He seeks our whole hearted devotion to him as we honestly confront our sins and come to the only one who will always meet our salvation needs in grace. Psalms 69:13-18, Romans 12:2, 1 Peter 2:1-5.

6  Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke?

God wants a different fast from them. He wants them to stop injustice towards their neighbours rather than stop food and drink! He wants them to stop their wicked actions, release their servants form unreasonable burdens and release their unjustly held slaves. He wants them to break every yoke that is placed unjustly upon another Israelite, and take upon themselves, by this, the yoke of obedience to the Lord their God. Matthew 11:28-30, 1 Timothy 6:1-8. 

7  Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? when thou seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh?

If these hypocrites want to fast, then let them feed the genuinely poor outside their gates; let them give the food they are not eating away to the hungry! Psalms 112:9, Proverbs 22:9, 25:21, 28:27, Ezekiel 18:5-18. True religion will always overflow to the needy and meet both their physical and spiritual needs. Matthew 25:31-45, Hebrews 13:1-3. To fail to do good is to end up allowing evil to prosper. To feed and cloth the needy is of real value to the Lord, and is expected from all believers. The Parable of the Good Samaritan covers these principles. Luke 10:23-37. We are never to “hide our face” from the needs of our brethren.

8  Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness shall go before thee; the glory of the LORD shall be thy rereward.

A new day dawns for the nation when believers act as they ought to act; when they do what the Lord requires and holiness and righteousness is practised on the streets. Hosea 6:1-3, Malachi 4:2. The full truth of this verse, like all others that speak of total blessedness upon the earth will be fulfilled when Jesus returns to rule upon the earth. David sang of this glimpse that he got through his own reign, but will be completed with Messiah’s rule. 2 Samuel 23:1-7, Psalms 37:3-7, 97:11-12, 112:1-10, Proverbs 4:18. 

New health and strength is also the order of the day when Messiah rules upon the earth. The Lord restores the conditions of the pre-flood world when men normally lived nearly 900 years! With a restoration of the earth and the elimination of disease there is blessings of health like no other time since Adam and Eve walked in the Garden of Eden. Jeremiah 33:6. The promise for the scattered remnant fighting in the last days of the Great Tribulation period is that the Lord is with them right through until the end, indeed the Lord promises to the be “rearguard” for them, ensuring they escape all their enemies until they are relieved by the arrival of the Lord Jesus Christ.

9  Then shalt thou call, and the LORD shall answer; thou shalt cry, and he shall say, Here I am. If thou take away from the midst of thee the yoke, the putting forth of the finger, and speaking vanity;

If there is repentance all these blessings will even come to the people of Isaiah’s day, as they certainly will to the saints of the last days. If they stop the unjust yoke being laid upon the backs of their brethren, if they stop wagging their fingers at the righteous in contempt, and if they stop speaking empty and lust caused words, then their prayers will be answered fully. Psalms 12:1-2, 66:18,19, Joel 2:12, Habakkuk 1:13. 

We must remember that the Lord does not hear the prayers of the unjust.  Until we confess our sins we are not heard! There is the certainty of being heard with confession and restoration of fellowship, and we can depend upon the Lord to answer the prayers of the righteous. Psalms 34:15-22, 37:4, 50:15, 91:15-16. 

10  And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul; then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noon day:

They are not simply to stop doing their previous evil works, but are to give of themselves to assist the needy; they are to “draw out their soul” to help others. Deuteronomy 15:7-11, Psalms 41:1, 112:5-9. 

This involves material, mental, and spiritual energy and assets are to be drawn upon to help. They are to give of themselves, and thereby break the selfishness and self centeredness that had been at the core of their lives till that point. 2 Corinthians 5:15, 8:3, 9:1-11. They were to look at the physical and the spiritual needs of the people around them and seek to meet them, putting their own concerns aside and putting others first. They were to practise servant leadership. As they serve others the light of God will dawn again in the nation and their individual lives.

11  And the LORD shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not.

When the “mind of Christ”, the servant leader, guides a believer, then there is great blessing and clear guidance in all things. Psalms 25:8-10, 32:8-9, 48:14, 73:23-28, John 16:13. With the Lord’s Spirit within us to fill and guide we have security in the midst of difficult times; strength in famines both physical and spiritual. Psalms 33:19-22, 34:8-11, 37:18-19. Jeremiah takes up David and Isaiah’s image of real prosperity here as we have seen before. Jeremiah 17:7-8. 

Real spiritual blessings go well into old age for those who walk with the Lord. Psalms 92:12-15. There is health, strength and spiritual prosperity for all who take the Lord’s words to heart throughout the life cycles. Such people prove their spiritual status by pouring blessings, not by selfishly holding onto them. Proverbs 3:1-8, 11:25-26, 28:25-28. Those who are filled with the Holy Spirit are like a well watered garden, bearing much fruit to bless all who pass by them, and like the deep spring that never dries up, they are a blessing to all who thirst for the truth. Psalms 1:1-3.

12  And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in.

All the people who get the message of true spiritual growth and strength will be a part of the rebirth of the nation, and they will have the joy is being the people to bring growth back to the waste places; they will see the deserts bloom again. They will be people who are praised as the restorers of the land, the cities, and the roads. God shares his blessings and blesses us through our work for him. In him we become part of making a difference in the world. Jeremiah 31:38ff, Ezekiel 36:8-11, Amos 9:11-15.

13  If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words:

There are conditions upon blessing from the Lord. There are natural spiritual laws applying to the giving and receiving of divine blessing. It cannot flow through dirty channels, nor move where the roadblocks of sin remain in place. It can only flow as a stream, through the life of one person always to bless others. We are not to be stagnant pools, but running streams of blessing. We receive in order to give. They are to be true Israelites and keep the Mosaic Law as their testimony to the holiness of the Lord their God, and their proclamation of the true standards of the Lord. Deuteronomy 5:28-33, Jeremiah 17:9-23.

14  Then shalt thou delight thyself in the LORD; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.

True obedience to the Lord will always be a delight for the soul. Joy is the spiritual fruit of true obedience to the Lord for the person who has a relationship with God. A miserable believer is a contradiction. If people have a miserable attitude to life, then they do not know the Lord, nor have they tasted of his grace and mercy and love. Psalms 36:5-9, 37:4-11, Habakkuk 3:18-19. They have the Lord’s words upon these promises of blessings to come.

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
We are called to announce the policy of the king as his heralds. We are to blow the trumpet of the Word aloud, for all to hear, and for none to be able to say they have not heard the truth clearly told. There is to be no confusion about what we are saying. We are not to seek to be clever but to be plain in our words that all may understand the truths the Lord has for all mankind.

2. 
So often people will come along to church and pretend to seek the Lord’s face yet they will not do anything about what they see and hear. Many seek religious enthusiasm and the joy of the Lord in worship yet do not allow any power for the Holy Spirit to change their lives. They want the emotional enthusiasm without the life transforming reality. God wants reality not pretence from us all.

3. 
Religious activities like fasting and prayer vigils may be useful but never are spiritual unless done in the right spirit. Anyone can do these things; what makes them useful and spiritual is the spirit of the people. Fasting is useful as self discipline and valuable for focused prayer, but has no value at all if done to “win points” with God, for no work impresses the Lord. He demands obedience, and that is reasonable service for us, and as such deserves no praise.

4. 
God wants genuine faith, and genuine faith always works out in holiness, justice, and righteousness towards the people amongst whom we live. If faith does not work out in good deeds towards others, then from God’s perspective, it is phoney. To fail to feed the hungry is to fail to obey the God who made us all!

5. 
Servant leadership means care for those who are led. Anything short of loving care for the lost, and the newly saved, falls short of the standards the Lord sets for his shepherds. True servants of the Lord are pure in heart and life, and seek to protect the sheep of the Lord and enable them to grow in blessings now and eternally.

6. 
Misery is a fruit of evil and the enemy, just as joy is a fruit of the Holy Spirit and solid evidence that the person rejoicing in the Lord is his. If you wish to check out the genuine nature of a person who claims to be a believer, then ask them to praise the Lord in song and prayer. People who cannot rejoice in the Lord do not know him, nor do they love him, and so they cannot serve him! The Lord told is to check the fruit, Matthew 7:15-23, and we are wise if we do so when ever in doubt of a person’s spiritual status.

TOPICS

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SEPARATION

1. Believers are instructed to be separated from habitually carnal believers. (1 Corinthians 5:10, 11

2. Separation is ordered from apostate religious organisations. (2 Corinthians 6:17)

3. Separation is commanded from unbelievers where scripture is compromised by the relationship or marriage, business partners. (2 Corinthians 6:14 ff)

4. Separation is commanded from the human viewpoint. (Romans 12:2, Romans 16:17, 18)

5. Separation is commanded from pseudo spirituality. (Romans 16:17, 18)

6. Separation is commanded from those who seek pleasure in fast living - pursuit of parties, immoral situations. (1 Peter 4:4)

7. Separation is commanded from other believers who reject Bible doctrine. (2 Thessalonians 3:14, 15)

ANGELS:  SATAN'S STRATEGY

1. Believers are warned against him and his tactics. (Ephesians 4:27, 6:11-13, James 4:7, 1 Peter 5:8)

2. We must be ready and alert. (2 Corinthians 2:11)

3. Satan is a deceiver and a counterfeiter.  He uses deception -  not obviously wrong or sinful - but very subtle changes to the truth (Genesis 3:1).  Remember, a counterfeit looks like the original.

4. Satan is described as an "angel of light" - often seeming attractive and "good".  (2 Corinthians 11:14)

5. His tactics

a) Towards unbelievers.

i) to blind them regarding the gospel. (2 Corinthians 4:3, 4, 2 Thessalonians 2:9, 1 0)

b) Towards believers.

i) Satan seeks to hinder our growth and witness. (1 Peter 5:8)

ii) Satan will mislead into false doctrine and legalism. (1 Timothy 5:14-15)

iii) He persuades believers to ignore the will of God through disobedience (Genesis  2:17, James 4:7-8)

iv) Satan often attacks our assurance of salvation so that we doubt God.

v) Worry (1 Peter 5, 7-9)

vi) Fear of death. (Hebrews 2:14-15)

vii) He accuses believers of sin both to God and to the believer (using guilt). (Revelation 12:9-10, Job 1:6-11

viii) He takes our focus off Christ by getting eyes on self (1 Corinthians 1:10-11), on people (1 Corinthians 1:12), on things (Hebrews 13:5-6)

ix) When we don't allow the Holy Spirit to control our lives, we open ourselves up to Satanic attack. (1 Corinthians 7:5, 2 Corinthians 2:11, 1 Timothy 5:14-15)

x) The Lord will allow Satan to attack a believer as discipline for unconfessed sin. (1 Timothy 1:20 cf 2 Corinthians 12:7)

xi) Satan cannot indwell or possess a believer, only beguile them. (Galatians 3:1)

c) Towards the world in general.

i) The World - Satan tries to deceive the nations. (Revelation 20:71 0)

RELIGION

1. Satan's religion is a humanly acceptable one: no sin, no judgment, no Saviour and no Hell. Satan appears as an angel of light. (2 Corinthians 11:13-19,26)

2. Many pastors in the churches are servants of Satan's policy, knowingly or unknowingly. (Isaiah 30:12, Jeremiah 2:8, 2 Peter 2:1-10)

3. Satan's strategy towards unbelievers is to keep them blinded to the gospel. (2 Corinthians 4:3-4, Colossians 2:8, 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10)

4. Satan's strategy towards believers is:- 

a) To confuse by false teaching. (Matthew 7:15, Romans 16:18)

b) To appeal to pride. (2 Corinthians 10:12)

c) To promote idolatry. (Habakkuk 2:18,19)

d) To promote legalism. (1 Timothy 1:7-8)

5. Satan's policy calls for counterfeit faith:- 

a) Counterfeit gospel. (2 Corinthians 11:3-4)

b) Counterfeit pastors. (2 Corinthians 11:13-15)

c) Counterfeit communion. (1 Corinthians 10:19-21)

d) Counterfeit doctrine. (2 Timothy 4:1)

e) Counterfeit righteousness. (Matthew 19:16-28)

f) Counterfeit way of life. (Matthew 23)

g) Counterfeit power. (2 Thessalonians 2:8-10)

h) Counterfeit gods. (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4)

CHAPTER 59 - NATIONAL DELIVERANCE THROUGH REPENTANCE

Over this chapter we could write the text, Psalms 66:18, and we can remember each day of our own life, that sin separates us from the fellowship of the Lord that will deliver our body and our soul. There is deliverance for the people of Israel, but the path of acceptance is the path of truth, and truth demands that they face their sin, so it is the path of repentance that they must walk. 

An unbelieving Anglican Bishop many years ago wrote a little book he called, “Honest To God”. It was simply a book that expressed his lack of belief in God as the Bible revealed Him. Had the bishop involved ended the book with his resignation, he would have been honest to God and men, but he kept on taking the Lord’s people’s money while he stayed in unbelief.  He was a corrupt and evil man, whose “honesty” was fake.  
Liberalism has dishonesty at it’s core, because it has self centeredness at it’s core. These men and women are precious about their “doubts” but not honest in them, for they do not seek and encounter with the truth, for they prefer to have a “god” who makes no demands rather than the God of special revelation, as revealed in the scriptures.

1  Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear:

This is one of the great verses of the scriptures, echoing the words of Moses, and it expresses the most important promise in scripture when you are under pressure and tempted to doubt the saving and delivering power of almighty God. Genesis 18:14, Numbers 11:23, He remains “almighty” God, and there is neither a dynamic power, nor will power shortage on God’s part. If a prayer is not answered then it will be, but it will be in accordance with the perfect plan of God and in his perfect timing, with rejoicing for us in his gracious and marvellous plan. Jeremiah 32:17. The end result of the work of God in time is always rejoicing on the part of his saints as they see the plan working out before their eyes. Hebrews 7:25.

2  But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.

This is a lasting principle, repeated right at the end of the first century of the early church in 1 John 1:5-10. It goes back beyond Moses, and is summed up powerfully by him in Deuteronomy chapters 31- 32. If we walk away from the rock of our salvation and get into foolish or sinful actions we enter the place where we lose our living, protective relationship with our Lord and Saviour. Deuteronomy 31:17-18, 32:3, 15, 20-21. We are called to deal with sin quickly and eliminate it from our lives through confession and spirit filled life change. Joshua 7:10-11, Proverbs 15:29, Jeremiah 5:25, Joel 2:12-21, Habakkuk 1:12-13. Notice the tenor of this verse and each of the others from the start to the end of the scriptures and notice clearly and finally, that the Lord WILL NOT hear the prayers of believers who harbour secret sins within that they will not give up. Remember, there are no “secret” sins before the Lord who sees all things! Jeremiah 23:23-24, Matthew 6:4-18, Romans 2:16, 1 Corinthians 14:25.

3  For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies, your tongue hath muttered perverseness.

The sins of these people are in all categories; overt evil, even unto murder, verbal sins of the tongue, and mental attitude sins deep within the soul. They have thought and acted out perverse things. They have thought, said, and done evil and they have thought it didn’t matter to their Lord and God. Sin does matter to the Lord and he will judge it. God is neither mocked nor fooled by men.  Jeremiah 2:26-32, 7:1-15, 22:17, Ezekiel 9:9-10, Hosea 4:1-3, 6, Micah 3:9-12.

4  None calleth for justice, nor any pleadeth for truth: they trust in vanity, and speak lies; they conceive mischief, and bring forth iniquity.

This is the terrible indictment against these people, but from these criticisms we can see the right things to do; we can see the fruit of righteousness. Jeremiah 5:1, Ezekiel 22:30-31, Micah 7:2-5. It is a fruit of obedience to the true God for people to call for justice where there is none. It is a fruit of God’s work within a person that they plead for the truth, and are known as people of truth. People who stand for the truth are the preservative salt in the nation; they preserve a people who would otherwise disappear into the dust bin of history. Matthew 5:13. 

The fools trust in emptiness; their faith is in “stuff”; things of no lasting eternal value. People of the Lord trust in his Word and the promises of his Word; they rest in eternal certainties. Psalms 62:1, 6, 10-12. Those who think about sin and meeting the desires of their lower lusts will eventually act out their fantasies and so will be judged by the Lord. Wise believers will resist temptations to sin and will clean their lives out through the Holy Spirit’s work and through confession of sins. If sin is not cleaned out there will be judgment. James 1:15-25.

5  They hatch cockatrice' eggs, and weave the spider's web: he that eateth of their eggs dieth, and that which is crushed breaketh out into a viper.

Isaiah draws on images of evil from his own day to illustrate the power of unconfessed sin in the lives of the people. He has used these before in 14:29, and the power is pictured dramatically in that the egg is poisonous to eat, and if the egg shell is broken by the foot stepping on it the young snakes that emerge can still bite and kill the unwary. There is no dramatic action, like stomping the foot upon the eggs that can keep us safe, or even deal with the sins of the inner life. 

There is only one way to deal with evil and sin, and that is God’s way. Man lacks the power or protection to take direct action against evil or sin; but we don’t need to, for the Lord has taken it all upon himself and in him we are forgiven. The free gift of forgiveness is provided, and all we need to do is appropriate it by and through faith. We can live in power and purity through faith in the living God, or we can roll like a vulnerable and stupid drunk through life! Proverbs 23:29-35, Matthew 3:7-10, 12:33-37. Let us heed the words of the Lord and clean up our lives for the service of the King. 

6  Their webs shall not become garments, neither shall they cover themselves with their works: their works are works of iniquity, and the act of violence is in their hands.

These people spin webs of deceit and they set out to catch good people in them, but they will not prosper, for their works will be seen for what they are. They will be uncovered as the fools they are and their evil works will be unmasked for all to see. There is no rest for the wicked. Isaiah 57:21. Do a word study on the word “rest” and see just how many verses there are that teach us to rest upon the Lord; his holy character and holy Word. There is rest only in the Lord’s plan and person; man has no hope apart from God. To devise evil is to fall further and further into sin and evil, for the slope of sin is slippery and it is always easy to go downhill without noticing exactly how far you have fallen. Micah 2:1-3, 3:1-12, Zephaniah 3:1-8.

7  Their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed innocent blood: their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; wasting and destruction are in their paths.

Once mental attitude sins have been active within a person, and they remain unchecked by confession, then that person will fall deeper and deeper into evil. Proverbs 6:16-22, Matthew 23:29-36. There is no limit to the sins that a good man is capable of who does not face the reality of the downhill momentum that sin creates in the soul of the foolish person. Proverbs 15:26, 24:9-10, Mark 7:20-23.

8  The way of peace they know not; and there is no judgment in their goings: they have made them crooked paths: whosoever goeth therein shall not know peace.

God’s way is the way of peace; the way of “faith-rest”. Peace is the Hebrew word “shalom” and means a lot more than freedom from war. It means all that the Lord can give by way of prosperity in body and soul, now and forever. God seeks to bless us with all things. He seeks us to face him and so position ourselves to receive blessing, for if we are expecting to receive something from someone we face them, do we not? Acts 3:1-10. God seeks people whose main desire is to serve their Lord and bless others with the shalom, justice, and righteousness of God. Proverbs 2:1-11, Amos 6:1-6. The ways of the Lord are “straight”, and the ways of the enemy are crooked. The Lord wants us to plough a straight furrow through life, not deviating from the path of righteousness. Matthew 3:3, Luke 9:62, Hebrews 12:13. 

9  Therefore is judgment far from us, neither doth justice overtake us: we wait for light, but behold obscurity; for brightness, but we walk in darkness.

There are consequences for the life lived in sin and disobedience to the revealed will of God. If you walk on the “dark side” of life you will stumble in the dark, and will have no cause for complaint, for this is the natural consequence of walking in darkness. Proverbs 4:10-23, John 11:9-10. Refer to the doctrinal studies on CHRISTIAN LIFE – WALKING, and also the study on LIGHT. These people need to be very scared of judgment, for it is not far away from them and the Lord is their only hope. Amos 5:14-20. 

10  We grope for the wall like the blind, and we grope as if we had no eyes: we stumble at noon day as in the night; we are in desolate places as dead men.

The nation has been reduced to dire straights and they feel all the desperation of those who are trapped, like a blinded man in a strange place that he doesn’t know.  They are exhausted with the struggle for survival and they have no human hope. They are lying in the open like dead men in the heat of the sun, unable to move, and it is only because of their persistent sin. The terrible thing about the suffering is that it can stop any time the people stop their sin, but they will not! Matthew 23:37-38, 1 John 1:7-10, 2:9-11.

11  We roar all like bears, and mourn sore like doves: we look for judgment, but there is none; for salvation, but it is far off from us.

The evil of sin is that it spreads to all around the sinner, with the family, neighbours and friends affected by the persistent sin of the evil man. The impact is great suffering, from the raging like wounded bears, to the soft painful murmur of the dove. We look for judgment to deal with the injustices they suffer, but there is none coming to them, and they look for salvation around them and there is none. They need to look to the Lord. Psalms 32:3-5, 38:1-12, 119:155. 

12  For our transgressions are multiplied before thee, and our sins testify against us: for our transgressions are with us; and as for our iniquities, we know them;

Isaiah takes responsibility to pray for forgiveness for the nation. Isaiah recognizes that the people have sinned and transgressed from the path of God for them as a nation. Daniel 9:3-19. This great prayer of Daniel’s draws a lot from Isaiah 150 years before, and gives us a clue as to the heart of the prophet or pastor of the Lord when facing the sins of his nation. We are to be prepared to stand in the breach and pray for the sins of our nation. We are to stand for righteousness, but we are also to pray for the evil men and women around us, and for the evil ones ruling over us. On their behalf we are to ask for mercy for our nation and forgiveness for our rebellious people. 1 Peter 2:11-17.

13  In transgressing and lying against the LORD, and departing away from our God, speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart words of falsehood.

They had walked away from the paths of God and had lied to the Lord; practicing hypocrisy, worshipping pagan gods and then coming to the Temple. Psalms 78:32-40. Persistently they walked away from their God and they followed after stupid gods and foolish faiths that delivered nothing but discipline and death. Jeremiah 2:13-21, 3:20, 17:5-14. To cover their tracks they spoke lies to each other and lied to God. Sin deepens; the slope that goes downwards goes far further than the sinner intends to go, yet at any point they can cast themselves upon the grace and mercy of God.  This is what they and we need to remember and apply! Matthew 12:33-37. 

14  And judgment is turned away backward, and justice standeth afar off: for truth is fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter.

Isaiah uses the language of military destruction to describe the collapse of morality and stability in the land. The start of collapse in a nation is the collapse of the justice system, where wealth alone buys “justice” and where the poor are trampled, and the good businessman is destroyed by legal costs. America has been there for many years, and New Zealand and Australia are there now, in the last fifteen years. The collapse of morality follows, or runs a parallel path to the fall of the impartial and cost effective legal system. In today’s world we have lawyers seeking to become millionaires quickly and charging fees that reflect their greed, not their love of justice. Those who ask for such things are told they are fools. 

We stand in the same peril as those in Isaiah’s days. People look at the power of the United States military but in Isaiah’s day the people trusted their army also, and it fell before the Assyrians and later the Egyptians and then the Babylonians! We cannot trust in our might and strength, for our financially driven legal and professional groups betray the true basis of our society, and that foundation is greed and avarice. Psalms 82:2-7, Amos 5:7-15, Micah 3:9-12. We have seen these verses a number of times now, but each speaks to us today as to this day! 

15  Yea, truth faileth; and he that departeth from evil maketh himself a prey: and the LORD saw it, and it displeased him that there was no judgment.

Truth is banished from such a society as Isaiah describes, and woe betide any person moving away from the “party line” of evil, for they must be destroyed by the power party. Anyone standing up and saying, “this is wrong”, must be pulled down. 

Do not be misled by any false notion of “honour amongst thieves”, for there never has been any! Evil men must kill any who break from their group or they are all exposed by the truth if it is allowed to be told. Bravery is required, and called for from all believers as they face the evils of their society and tell the truth without fear for consequences, for they may be dire! Hebrews 11:32-40.

16  And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor: therefore his arm brought salvation unto him; and his righteousness, it sustained him.

God saw the evil and he was displeased with the evils he saw. God is not mocked by men, nor is he passive when evil rules, for he rules the heavens and the earth, and things happen by permission for a time, but he is there guiding the course of history and the course of our lives. 1 Peter 5:6-7. 

The Lord looked for his people to stand in the breech but none stood up! This is a warning to us all. We are called to stand for the truth and for the Lord’s oppressed people wherever they are. God found none to stand for his standards and so he stood himself. The Lord came to stand for the Lord’s standards over against those of Satan and men. In Christ we see the standard of God against the standards of the enemy. Are we prepared to stand for righteousness in our day? Will we stand for truth and holiness before the Lord or will we bow to satanic beliefs? God calls us to number ourselves with his saints and pay whatever price is needed.

17  For he put on righteousness as a breastplate, and an helmet of salvation upon his head; and he put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, and was clad with zeal as a cloak.

This verse gives us the clue to where Paul got his ideas for the armour of the Christian. He thought of Isaiah and was not influenced by the Roman soldiers he saw solely, as many, including me, have argued in the past. Ephesians 6:10-14. The Lord has additional armour, or clothing to the soldier described by Paul. He has the cloak of zeal, and the clothing of vengeance upon him. He is going to go on the attack, whereas our armour is defensive. The Lord will deal to evil and he will destroy it utterly in the end. Revelation 19:11ff.

18  According to their deeds, accordingly he will repay, fury to his adversaries, recompence to his enemies; to the islands he will repay recompence.

The Lord will deal with evil men no matter where they are, even to the islands of the sea, that far will he deal with them and destroy them. None will escape his judgment, no matter how far flung their places of abuse of believers and their hiding places. Our picture of “gentle Jesus” needs to be balanced by the picture of the Lord as he is when he returns, and he is justly changed in appearance, for his people have been abused and persecuted for two thousand years before he acts to deal with their persecutors. No-one will say that they deserve any less than they receive for their evils. Matthew 16:27.

19  So shall they fear the name of the LORD from the west, and his glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him. 20  And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the LORD.

The Lord’s Second Advent will be a time of great fear and dread for all demons and most people. They will fear his coming, not rejoice in it, for they have hated his truth and persecuted his people, so what hope have they? The Lord made this very clear when he spoke of his coming. Psalms 102:15-19, 2 Thessalonians 2:8. The Lord will deal with the enemy and will destroy them from the city of Jerusalem, to which he returns. The Lord comes to rescue the redeemed in Zion. He comes to deliver them from their enemies. As we have seen his return to the Mount of Olives is a triumphant procession around the earth, and may take a full twenty four hours, during which time he judges every nation he over passes. This is the “Day of the Lord”; and it is a terrible day for the pagans who must face their coming judgment as the Lord’s heavenly train draws ever nearer hour by hour. 

21  As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the LORD; My spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the LORD, from henceforth and for ever.

The Lord now spells out his covenant with the people of Israel. This is an unconditional covenant and must be confronted by those of us in the church as such, for it clearly indicates that although Israel may have been set aside for a time as the “light bearers” they have not been set aside as God’s people at all and these promises here must still apply! The Lord’s spirit is still upon them and the Word of the Lord is still within them. 

Now this is a verse that the covenant and replacement theologians must wish wasn’t here, but it is! Let us confront this clearly and not avoid the difficult issue that is here for the church. The saved remnant of Israel had joined the church by the time Paul wrote Romans 9-11, and there have always been some Jewish people in the church, but Israel as an unsaved nation has remained, in accordance with this verse, a spirit protected people. Look at history and see that this is clearly true. 

Also they have kept the Word of God as a central part of their nationhood, and still read the Old Testament every week and are ready to apply it to their Messiah when the days of their blindness are over, just as Daniel and Zechariah predicted they would, as we have seen before. 

What then is our role now in relation to this verse? Surely it is to prepare for the day when the Jewish people see what the Word they read fully means! Every study we do and publish needs to be geared for this day, so that the Jewish believers of the Great Tribulation are ready for the days they will face, and the training material they require is available. This is our mission here and now and what you read this moment is a part of this. 

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
As I wrote this chapter in my own life great pressure still presses in, and just today our car was “written off” by a wealthy professional man who crashed into my wife and who does not care that he has robbed our family of it’s transport. It is great injustice and also great financial hardship that we now face, and we have had to lay it before the Lord for we can do nothing about this or the other pressures that have pressed in on us all this year. I find myself having to lean strongly on verse one of this chapter as we all must at some times in our lives. 

When men abuse us and rob us we must lean upon the Lord and seek his face for our deliverance, for there is no other way out of our difficult times and his power remains adequate for all situations. We must look up in our distress and “stand” as David and Isaiah stood, in prayer before the one with the only power to deliver.

2. 
We must deal with our sins and reject them. We must face our mental attitude sins and resist their temptations and the fantasies that can way lay us so easily and so destructively. We need to clean out our lives from any sin that trips us up.

3. 
So many in our lives will be like the snake or spider, trying to spin webs of deceit to entrap the unwary. We must spot evil men and women before they destroy us or others. Let us be careful fruit inspectors and ensure that the fruit of the Holy Spirit is not hindered by our own favourite sins!

4. 
Isaiah prays for his people and we ought to lift our own voices for our nation in these evil days. We are not to be partisan in our support of politicians, or parties, but to pray for all who rule and for all the sinners who are destroying our nation by their evil.

5. 
We live in days of equal avarice and greed to those of Isaiah and we stand in the same peril as they did. We are called to stand against such evils and speak up for truth, justice and righteousness.

6. 
Let us remember the Lord’s coming is not a pleasant thing for those who have rejected him and unsaved men need to be told about his coming to judge, just as they are told the good news of salvation for those who will repent.

TOPICS

CHRISTIAN LIFE – WALKING

1.Physical walking is analogous to the faith rest life: step by step. Romans 14:5,6, Ephesians 5:16-18, James 4:13-15. 

2. Being regularly filled with the Spirit and feeding on the Word are similar to walking.

3. Attacks on believers occur when they are caught off balance. Romans 13:13.

4. Walking depicts the pattern and function of the believers life in time. Philippians 3:18, Ephesians 4:17.

5. It can also represent a backsliding believer who are said to be walking backwards. Ephesians 4:17.

6. We are all told to:

a) Walk in the spirit. Galatians 5:16, 25

b) Walk in the faith. 2 Corinthians 5:7, Colossians 2:6, 4:5

c) Walk in doctrine 3 John 3. 

d) Walk in the truth  2 John 4

7. Walking is a analogy for spirituality 

a) Walk not after the flesh (Romans 8:4)

b) Walking in Love. (Ephesians 5:2)

c) Walking in newness of Life. (Romans 6:4)

d) Walking worthy of our vocation. (Ephesians 4:1)

e) Walking worthy of the Lord. (Colossians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 2:12)

f) Walking honestly as in the day. (Romans 13:13)

g) Walking in good works. (Ephesians 2:10)

h) Walking in light. (Ephesians 5:8, 1 John 1:7)

i) Walking in Christ Jesus. (Colossians 2:6)

j) Walking circumspectly. (Ephesians 5:15,16)

k) Walking as ye ought. (1 Thessalonians 4:1)

LIGHT 

1. God is light and in Him there is no darkness at all. (1 John 1:5)

2. The Lord is the visible manifestation of that light. (John 1:4, 8:12, 12:46)

3. The Lord's coming as the Light of the World was prophesied. (Isaiah 49:6)

4. The light was seen in the darkness of the world. (Matthew 4:16, Luke 2:32)

5. The Lord brought light and immortality through the gospel. (2 Timothy 1:10)

6. Believers are said to be light bearers. (Matthew 5:14-16, John 12:36)

7. We are said to be the children of the light. (John 11:9-10, Ephesians 5:8, 1 Thessalonians 5:5, 1 Peter 2:9)

8. Light is necessary for man's existence on the earth. (Ecclesiastes 11:7; Jeremiah 31:35)

9. Divine guidance of Israel was provided by God through light. (Exodus 14:20)

10. Bible doctrine in the soul is portrayed by light. (Psalm 119, 105,130)

11. The gospel is called light. (2 Corinthians 4:3,4; 2 Timothy 1:10)

12. Salvation brings the believer out of darkness into light just as the planet Earth was brought out of darkness into light by God. (Luke 1:79; 1 Peter 2:9).

13. Satan is the distorter, the angel of light. (2 Corinthians 11:14)

14. Satan's strategy is to outshine the true light with his own false gospel. (2 Corinthians 4:3-6)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SOLDIER:  CHRISTIAN SOLDIER IN EPHESIANS 6

1.  General Scripture Ephesians 6:11-17. 

This passage relates to the armour which the Roman soldier wore and analogises its use into the spiritual realm.

2.  USE OF THE ARMOUR Ephesians 6:11 

"Put on the whole armour of God. "  Ephesians 6:11a.  We are instructed to "put on" (ENDUO Gk) - this means "to clothe" - it is a command by God to the Christian soldier.  We are to "clothe ourselves" or to "dress ourselves".  "Whole armour" (PANOPLIA Gk) - the complete armour "of God" (THEOS Gk) true source of the armour is God.

The whole armour of God is given in Ephesians 6:14-17. It comprises:-

a) The Belt of Truth Ephesians 6:14a

b) Breastplate of Righteousness Ephesians 6:14b

c) Boots Ephesians 6:15

d) Shield Ephesians 6:16

e) Helmet of Salvation Ephesians 6:17a

f) Sword of the Spirit Ephesians 6:17b

PRINCIPLES:

i) The Roman soldier wore all his armour for his own safety and protection.

ii) When the Roman soldier was highly disciplined he ruled the world.

iii) When the Roman soldier became degenerate the Empire declined and fell.

iv) The Roman soldier was in the army 7 days a week.

3.  SPIRITUAL ANALOGY

a) As Christian soldiers we wear our armour for our own safety and protection.

b) When we are highly disciplined in the Christian life we are very effective in our warfare.

c) If we become degenerate or apostate our Christian witness and effectiveness declines and we become casualties in the spiritual warfare.

d) The Christian soldier is in the battle 7 days a week. A part time soldier never amounts to an effective soldier.

“That ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil."  Ephesians 6:11 b. 

"to stand" (histemi (Gk) - to hold your ground.  We are in a spiritual warfare and the purpose of the armour is to hold our ground against the foe.  "the wiles (methodeia dia Gk) - tactics, cunning or fraud"  "of the devil” (diabolos Gk).

We therefore have the whole armour of God to enable us to stand firm against the devil's tactics.

PRINCIPLE: By learning the tactics likely to be employed by your opponent the Christian soldier is able to go on the offensive using the sword of the Spirit - the Word of God. (verse l7).

4.  THE ENEMY (Ephesians 6:12)

"For we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness 

of this world against spiritual wickedness in high places. "

"Wrestle" - "the wrestling" (he pale estin Gk) hand to hand combat not wrestling as a sport.  "not against flesh and blood" 

– not against other members of the human race, but against:-

a) PRINCIPALITIES (arche Gk) Ruling demons.

b) POWERS (exousia Gk) - Demons with authority, officers in the demon army.

c) RULERS OF THE DARKNESS OF THIS WORLD (kosmokrator Gk) - world rulers, demons close to the seats of government such as the demons of (Daniel 10:13, 20).

d) SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS IN HIGH PLACES (pneu matikos poneria Gk) - the demon army.

Quite clearly our fight is against a spiritual foe.  From Hebrews 2:7 we know that as human beings we are inferior to angels.  Therefore in order to have success against superior forces we must have God's armour.

5.  BE PREPARED (Ephesians 6:13)

"Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day and having done all, 

to stand. "

Since the resurrection ascension and session of Jesus Christ the attack of Satan has moved from the line of Christ to the 

individual believer. Our dependence on the whole armour is imperative yet many believers reject part or all of the armour. 

There are many casualties as a consequence.

We are again exhorted to put on the whole armour of God.

6.  THE BELT OF TRUTH (Ephesians 6:14a, Isaiah 11:5)

"Stand therefore having your loins girt about with truth.”

The Roman belt was a wide girdle of leather worn around the waist from which hung the scabbard for the sword and loops for rations and equipment. The leather belt was supported by a cross shoulder strap studded with metal plates with thick leather strips hanging down to protect the lower body. The belt therefore was the basic armour on which the defence of the soldier was based.

PRINCIPLE: Our basic defence is the truth contained within the Word of God. The sword of the Spirit hangs securely to the believer by means of the promises contained within it. The greater our trust in the truth of God the greater our protection against the enemy.

7.  THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (Ephesians 6:14b, Isaiah 59:17)

"and having on the breastplate of righteousness."

The breastplate (thorax Gk) was usually made of leather overlaid with metal strips. Shaped like a sleeveless coat it was in the higher ranks often covered with gold or silver. The belt held the breastplate firmly in place its primary function being to protect every vital area of the soldiers body.

PRINCIPLE: The righteousness of Christ protects us. We stand in his righteousness alone. He gave us his righteousness at the cross (2 Corinthians 5:21). Our continued protection through his righteousness is through the filling of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18) (See topic Holy Spirit: Filling of the Spirit).

8.  THE BOOTS (Ephesians 6:15, Isaiah 52:7)

"And your feet shod, with the preparation of the gospel of peace".

The boots (caligae Gk) were made of hobnail studded leather soles 15mm (1/2") thick secured with a leather tie over the instep and round the ankles. Good footwear is essential for the soldier with infantry still being essential even in these days of sophisticated armaments.

PRINCIPLE: In spiritual terms the feet are often analogised to service. The feet take one towards the enemy. The gospel of peace is a direct attack on the enemy. Peace in this context talks of reconciliation between God and man. (Romans 1:1 4-16, 2 Corinthians 5:18-20).

9.  THE SHIELD OF FAITH (Ephesians 6:16; 1 John 5:4)

"Above all taking the shield of faith wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of' the wicked."

The Roman shield (thureos Gk) was shaped like a door being made of glued planks wrapped in canvas or calf skin, the top and bottom edges being protected by iron. The shield was the most active of the defensive armour carried by the Roman soldier. Loss of shield often meant death to the soldier.

PRINCIPLE: The Christian soldier's shield is walking actively in the promises and principles set out in the Word of God. If we do not use our faith we can become spiritual casualties. Using the shield of faith we can claim -the 7,000 promises for the Christian walk including Isaiah 41:10; 1 Corinthians 10:13; 1 John 4:4.

10.  THE HELMET OF SALVATION (Ephesians 6:17a; Isaiah 59:17)

"And take the Helmet of salvation.”

With the exception of the standard bearer who wore a wolf's head, every Roman soldier wore a metal helmet (perik Gk) 

usually of bronze over an iron skull cap. This protected the most important part of the soldier - his head.

PRINCIPLE: Before a person can be a soldier for Christ, he has to be born again. He has to wear the helmet of salvation. One of the wiles of the devil is to make the believer feel that he has lost his salvation.  If a believer loses his assurance of salvation he takes his helmet of salvation off and is totally vulnerable to the attack of the foe.

11.  THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT (Ephesians 6:17b)

"and the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God.

The sword referred to is the machaira or Roman short sword. The sword represents the basic offensive weapon for close 

combat. It was only effective when out of its sheath.

PRINCIPLE: The sword in its sheath is potentially devastating but it is only effective when it is used to combat and defeat the enemy. We must therefore conquer using principles, promises and doctrines from the Word of God.

CHAPTER 60   -   RISE UP AND SHINE WITH GLORY, FOR THE LORD HAS COME.

As chapter fifty nine explained the Lord’s coming as the answer to the problems that the Jewish people have in the last days of the Great Tribulation period, so the chapter before us now explains the actions of the Lord on his arrival as the deliverer. There is a great deal to encourage worship then, right now, and at the end of the Tribulation Period.

1  Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee.

This is the call of the guards as they see the evidence that the Lord is coming back to the earth. As we have identified before, there is much to be done to ready the city of Jerusalem for the Lord’s arrival and for the first sacrifices to be offered. From the chapters of Isaiah so far, it appears that the Lord’s coming may first appear in the dawn hours of one day and possibly his coming will follow that dawn around the whole world just over twenty four hours and he finally enters Jerusalem on the following morning. 

This would mean that the defenders in the city have a day and a night of frantic preparation to clear away the bodies of the enemy, clear roads, road sides, and rubble so that the path to the Temple can be trodden by the Lord from the Mount of Olives exactly as he did 2000 years before and enter this time through the ruins of the Golden Gate into the Temple to offer the morning sacrifice at 9am at the site of Solomon’s great altar.  It may be that the last great earthquake (Revelation 16) destroys the ruins of the city from the fighting and levels the site of the Temple Mount in such a way that not a great deal of bulldozer work is required on the approach roads at all.  
It may be that the evening sacrifice is attended, although the dawning of a new age would indicate that the morning is the most likely to be the one. For the defenders there will be some guidance for their clean up time table as they will know how fast he is approaching from news reports of his progress and the judgment of the world before reaching the city.

It is a morning that is envisaged in this verse. The people are called to arise from sleep and shine out the glory of the Lord. Matthew 5:16, Ephesians 5:8, 14, Philippians 2:15-16, Revelation 19:16ff. There is the sound of battle over the whole world as those who oppose the Lord gather to fight his heavenly progress and are defeated systematically until his final touch down at Jerusalem.  It would appear that the time frame for these events is in excess of twenty four hours.
From this chapter’s details it appears that believers are ready world wide to seize the news media and airline transportation for the Lord’s return, which is expected, and that when he begins his progress towards the earth, that secret believers move quickly world wide to seize control of media and the airlines to ensure that Jews are returned to Israel for the coming of the Lord there, and that the defenders in Jerusalem are informed of events from the other side of the world so that they are able to prepare for the Lord’s arrival there.    

2  For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee.

There are two forms of darkness over the earth in these last terrifying days; the physical darkness that blocks the sun and also the spiritual darkness that is the wilful darkness that blinds men to the truth about the Lord. Amos 8:9, Malachi 4:1, Matthew 24:22, Revelation 8:12, 16:8-11, then Matthew 23:24, Romans 1:21-23, Ephesians 4:17-19. 

The evil people are deliberately spiritually blind, but towards the end of the Great Tribulation period the sun is darkened and their terror increases with this. The believers are told to shine their gospel light, as this day is the last one for the unbelievers still alive at this time and it may be that some repent even at this late stage. The offer of salvation still appears to be there, although the persistence of many of these people is strong in their evil.

3  And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.

There are people saved by the gospel light shining out. It is not clear to some commentators here whether this verse applies to the Lord, who draws all the saved Gentile nations to him after his return, or to the saved Jews who draw the Gentiles from around about to worship the Lord as he comes. There is witness here either way and people are saved, and subsequent verses indicate that it likely refers to the witness of the defenders of Jerusalem. Genesis 49:10, Psalms 22:27, 67:1-4, 72:17-20, 98:1-4, 117:1-2, Romans 11:11-15.  

4  Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they gather themselves together, they come to thee: thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side.

The people are told to look up and see the people arriving, possibly by plane, from other places to assist them in the clean up, and possibly also to be there for the Lord’s arrival. This would indicate that there is enough time from the Lord’s first appearance to his final touch down for people in various places in Europe at least to catch flights to Israel in order to be there for the Lord’s arrival, for his final destination is known from the scripture. Luke 24:50-53, Acts 1:6-12. New Zealand, which is as far away as you can get, is less than a twenty hour two step flight to Israel at this point!
Jewish people arrive from all over to be there for the glorious day and the forces of the Anti-Christ, who have been persecuting them until this time, are not able to stop them get there. This tells us that Jewish and Gentile believers survive everywhere and area at all levels of society, for the flights to be able to take off from other countries and arrive in Israel in time for the Lord’s arrival. These people may be the 144,000 witnesses spoken of in Revelation 7:1-12. Isaiah 49:18-26, 66:10ff.

5  Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged; because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee.

Once the Lord is on the way, all the saved peoples of the earth start to head towards the city of Jerusalem bringing gifts for the Jewish fighters there to restore their souls, and to honour them, and worship the Lord with gift offerings to the Temple so it can be rebuilt in splendour after the ravages of the Great Tribulation period. Isaiah describes it as like a sea of people flowing towards the city from all corners of the world with gifts in their hands. 

Once again there is the evidence that the Lord has sealed many believers through this terrible period and even though possibly as many as 95% of the world’s population perish in unbelief in this time, there is still what seems a multitude flowing towards the city to bless the Lord in his city and worship in his restored temple. Their hearts will swell with pride and joy; they will be awe struck at the numbers who are coming and the great wealth that is being brought to honour the city, it’s people and the Lord, so that the temple may be rebuilt with magnificence. Psalms 96:7-10, 98:4-9. 

6  The multitude of camels shall cover thee, the dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; all they from Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold and incense; and they shall shew forth the praises of the LORD.

The slower arrivals are mentioned here, and these arrive much later than the first day. The camel is still the best “vehicle” to travel the desert ways across Arabia and many arrive, with their Arabian believer brethren bringing great gifts for the new Temple. This is another indication that the gospel makes significant inroads into Islamic areas before and through this period of Great Tribulation. Many are saved in these places. Once again the work we are doing now may play it’s part in this, for Arabic speaking believers can discover the teaching of the Word through the CDs and webs site all through areas closed to open missionary work.

7  All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered together unto thee, the rams of Nebaioth shall minister unto thee: they shall come up with acceptance on mine altar, and I will glorify the house of my glory.

The last eight chapters of Ezekiel describe the restoration of the Temple and the function of the Millennial Temple. Ezekiel 41-48. The two areas mentioned for the animals from which the sacrifices are chosen are KEDAR and NEBAIOTH. Genesis 25:13 describes these as descendents of Ishmael and as wandering tribes of the Arabian peninsula. These peoples are settled in what is now the United Arab Emirates and many of them will be believers at that time and the Lord honours their faith and support of the Jewish remnant by giving them the privilege of providing the sheep for the sacrifices of the Millennial Temple. They will come with acceptance to the altar of the Lord, finding blessing through Christ that their ancestor lost to Isaac. All the old curses are removed in fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ and Arab and Jew find unity through him in the Tribulation and beyond it in the Millennium.

8  Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their windows? 9  Surely the isles shall wait for me, and the ships of Tarshish first, to bring thy sons from far, their silver and their gold with them, unto the name of the LORD thy God, and to the Holy One of Israel, because he hath glorified thee.

The later arrivals to the land come in the clouds, by air, and by sea across the Mediterranean, or up the Red Sea. They come in a steady stream to fill the land of Israel so that all saved Jews are back in the land through that time and they truly fulfil their destiny as the torchbearers of the Lord. The isles of the far seas where the Jews have been safe through the Great Tribulation now give them up for their return and they come back with all their worldly goods intact and more besides. No-one has lost any money and all bring their wealth with them, ready to be resettled in the land given to their fathers millennia before.

10  And the sons of strangers shall build up thy walls, and their kings shall minister unto thee: for in my wrath I smote thee, but in my favour have I had mercy on thee.

These latter arrivals will be willing, volunteer labour for the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem. These walls will not be for protection, Zechariah 2:5,10, for the Lord is there and no additional protection is required. The walls will be rebuilt to give the visual boundary to the old city, and remind all of it’s violent but glorious history. The rulers of other nations will serve Israel and will “minister” to the city of Jerusalem, providing all it needs for the life of it’s people. The city will exist as a centre of world worship and all it’s inhabitants will be there to serve the Lord and his Temple, and meet the needs of the pilgrims. Zechariah 6:12-15. 

As was done in the days of Ezra, so will occur again, but the king of Persia will obey the decree of the Lord rather than write one for the rebuilding of the Temple. Ezra 6:3-12, 7:12-28, Nehemiah 2:7-9. There is rejoicing then as all the saved peoples of the world rejoice in Christ Jesus and his Temple, which for the next thousand years stands as a memorial of his work of salvation. Psalms 30:5-12.

11  Therefore thy gates shall be open continually; they shall not be shut day nor night; that men may bring unto thee the forces of the Gentiles, and that their kings may be brought. 12  For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted.

The gates of the city are rebuilt, but they remain open permanently for all who seek to worship the Lord to enter freely. All who reject the worship of the Lord through this period are judged and all who reject the Lord in the end of this wonderful time perish in the last act of Satan; the Gog and Magog rebellion. Psalms 2:12, Isaiah 41:9-16, 54:15-17, Ezekiel 38-39, Zechariah 14:16-20, Revelation 20:6-10. 

13  The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box together, to beautify the place of my sanctuary; and I will make the place of my feet glorious. 14  The sons also of them that afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee; and all they that despised thee shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet; and they shall call thee; The city of the LORD, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

The forests that survive will be used to beautify the Temple so that the panelled floors and ceilings will be a glory for all who see them, and a joy to the peoples of the whole world, for all nations will share with the Lebanese the privilege of being a part of the rebuilding of this Temple, for the trees of Lebanon now grow around the world. As David and Hiram provided the things for Solomon’s Temple, and the greater Roman Empire was the source of Herod’s rebuilding of the work of Zerubbabel, so the entire world will have a part in the rebuilding of the third Temple. Psalms 87:1-3, 96:6. 

In our present world there is hatred of Israel by many, extreme hatred by many in the Moslem world, and it is all without reason. In this day there will be a breaking through of all the learned hatred and an acceptance of the plan of God and Israel’s blessed place in the centre of that plan. Today even some Christians despise Israel and oppose her amongst the nations. All this satanically inspired enmity will be over and all will prostrate themselves to the Temple. 

Notice the phrase in verse fourteen here; “bow themselves down at the soles of your feet”. Reflect upon these words for a minute. How can you bow down, or prostrate yourself at the soles of a person’s feet? Now picture a Moslem place of prayer and see the lines of men facing all one direction with each row as you move backwards through the crowd facing the soles of the feet of the men in front. 

Now you see what is meant here. Israelites will be in the front rows for all worship, with the other nations behind them, facing the soles of their feet. The Moslem peoples have kept the ancient worship posture, and all peoples will return to this in the Temple at Jerusalem. We do not need to return to it now, for we are called to be heralds of the physically absent King in our Age. Heralds stand to speak, sit to listen to their orders, and may sit, stand or lie down to worship or pray in this age. It is the posture of the heart that the Lord seeks to be prostrate in our age. John 4:23-24.

15  Whereas thou has been forsaken and hated, so that no man went through thee, I will make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many generations. 16  Thou shalt also suck the milk of the Gentiles, and shalt suck the breast of kings: and thou shalt know that I the LORD am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob.

Even though they were hated and despised the Lord has blessed them now, for they are his and all will see that. No-one went through the city to achieve anything spiritual before; it was simply a place of history, but in this day it will be the place of worship, the centre of the whole world. The land of Israel will draw it’s nourishment from the nations of the world that will support them, for they will see that this is the Lord’s will. 

The concept of many brought up with Anti-Semitism is that the Jewish people have been parasitic, but all such evil and false notions will be eliminated, and the past evils done will be made up for. For a thousand years the world will feed Israel and make her people prosperous and will recognize that they are the blessed of the Lord and always have been. All will recognize then that the Jewish people have been God’s people and they will be honoured by all for their special place in the history of this world. Ezekiel 34:1ff.

17  For brass I will bring gold, and for iron I will bring silver, and for wood brass, and for stones iron: I will also make thy officers peace, and thine exactors righteousness. 18  Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise.

The prosperity of Solomon, as recorded in 1 Kings 10:21-27, is used as the example of the great wealth of Israel throughout the Millennial Reign of the Lord in Jerusalem. There are no shortages of anything, and wealth is there in abundance to achieve all the needful things in the land, and peace reigns in the land and the entire world, with no war, nor even the fear of one for a thousand years. 

The government officials will all be known as men and women of peace (shalom = blessing in all their administration), and even the tax collectors will be blessed, and be known as people of righteousness. No-one will claim that anything unrighteous or unjust is occurring in the taxation regime world wide! This is truly heaven upon earth, is it not? Psalms 72:1-9, Micah 4:3-5, Zechariah 9:8. 

19  The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto thee: but the LORD shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. 20  Thy sun shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: for the LORD shall be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall be ended.

Something happens with the sun and moon during the Great Tribulation period and both fail, or are dimmed significantly. It appears that the sun partially burns out in the latter years of the Great Tribulation period with a one third reduction in it’s light, and yet with the collapse of the ozone layer there is an increase in harmful radiation reaching the earth so that people receive radiation burns. Verse 2 above. 

The Lord supernaturally provides world wide light during this period of history, and from the world wide, even prosperity it would appear that the conditions existing before the flood are duplicated, with a vapour canopy above the earth to protect it from harmful radiation and produce the “hot house” world wide environment that was there previous to the Noahic flood. There will be no night in that time at all, but an evenness of light world wide. We see this for short times in the far north in Summer, so it is not unusual, and we know that people can handle this, as can nature itself. This would be particularly so with hot house conditions. Psalms 27:1, 36:5-9, 62:6-8, 84:11, Zechariah 2:5-13, Malachi 4:2, Luke 2:32.

21  Thy people also shall be all righteous: they shall inherit the land for ever, the branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that I may be glorified. 22  A little one shall become a thousand, and a small one a strong nation: I the LORD will hasten it in his time.

The only people that enter the Millennial Kingdom are saved people. All unbelievers are taken off the earth through death. The righteous live as the Lord intended man to live for one thousand years. There is blessing world wide through Christ Jesus. Zechariah 14:20-21, Revelation 20:6.  The meek in that day do inherit the earth, for the Lord their God delivers it to them. Psalms 37:10-11, Matthew 5:5. All the beatitudes in that day become the standard law of the lands of the earth. Psalms 92:12ff. The Lord, the branch, Zechariah 3:8, plants all the righteous and they grow and are blessed as his branches on his spiritual vine or olive tree. Isaiah 29:23, 43:7, 45:11, 61:1-3, Matthew 15:13, John 15:1-5, Romans 11:10ff. 

The purpose of all things is that the Lord is glorified for who he is and what he has done. All this is achieved in this day. There is a re-growth of the nations also in this time. Some of the nations of the earth have been reduced to a small saved remnant of their greatest numbers, but they will all be restored to their place amongst the families of man. It would appear that some peoples are reduced to a few children, who loved the Lord in the midst of the chaos around them with the adults gone into apostacy and evil. Even where only a few children survive they will be the source for the rebuilding of those peoples. All the families of Adam’s sons and daughters will rise up to glorify their maker in that glorious day.

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
The Lord brings light from the darkness, both physically and spiritually. The people of these terrible days need to have light in the soul through the Word of God, for the sun darkens and most unsaved men see the end of all things, and awake each morning to a dying world, yet each believer awakens with doctrine in their soul, and hope of the Lord’s coming.  The truth of God’s word gives them the focus forward that they need to look towards the future with hope and confidence in the Lord’s salvation for them and the world.  Just so it must be with us if we would face dark days strongly.
2. 
There is hope for the Moslem world. Many today look out at the Moslem faith’s growth and say that it will eliminate the church, but the Bible teaches that the Arab peoples will worship the true God and will honour Israel, and all nations will bow in Jerusalem in that day. Even before the end the Tribulational temple will be built upon the Temple Mount in Jerusalem behind the now sealed Golden Gate. For this to occur there must be major changes in Islam that we ourselves will see begin. 

Let us look at the present world news and see it in terms of the scriptures rather than the other way around! Let us increase our work amongst the Moslem peoples. They are people of one book and their own prophet tells them they need the other two. We hold these and need to share them, the Holy Spirit will do the rest. Refer to the EBCWA CD and copy the letter to Moslems written in 2004 and encourage them to find the truth fully.

3. 
The Lord’s arrival appears to take at least a 24 hour day, so there is time for the saved remnant of the nations to ensure all the saved Jewish people amongst them who wish can fly to Israel for the Lord’s arrival there. At least, it would appear the 144,000 are able to get there. Believers seize control of media and aviation it would appear. The remnant is alive and well in spite of all the Anti-Christ can do in this time of great trouble. God protects his own through this time.

4. 
Jerusalem is rebuilt, the nation is restored after all the ravages of the war, and there is prosperity like never before in the land. There is an amazing Temple rebuilt there, just as the second one was magnificently rebuilt by Herod in time for the Lord to come to it.

5. 
The Beatitudes are all applicable and all peoples of the earth follow their principles in law. There is no injustice in administration, for the Lord rules through his servants in that time, and there is heaven on earth as he promised from ages past. The earth is as it was created to be. Hallelujah!

CHAPTER 61 - REJOICING IN THE LORD’S SALVATION

These words are quoted by the Lord as applicable to himself, so we are in no doubt about the reference in this chapter; it is a chapter directly about the Lord and his wonderful work. The Lord’s policy and the people’s response are both here in this chapter. Isaiah 11:1-5, 42:1-8, 59:21, Matthew 3:16-17, Luke 4:14-30, John 1:32-34, 3:34.

1  The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;

The Father anointed the Son to come as the messenger of salvation, the King calling his subjects to their rightful allegiance to him. He came and he spoke and he was rejected by the majority of those who heard his message. That does not change the truth of the message, it simply underlines his right to judge those who rejected him. Isaiah 45:7, Daniel 7:9-14,  8:23-26, 9:24-27. 

He is to do several things, all of which have been completed in his first advent. He preaches to the meek; those who have the humility and wisdom to hear and receive his words.  He has given the truth to bring healing, binding up the broken hearted with health and strength. 2 Corinthians 7:6, John 8:32-36. He has freed the prisoners of sin from their prison of sin and death. John 3:16-36, Acts 26:18, Romans 6:16-23, 7:24 – 8:2.

2  To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;

Three aspects of the Lord’s subsequent/consequential work are mentioned in this verse. Firstly he is to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. This he made clear by his quotation ending at this point, that this half of the verse was fulfilled at his first advent. Luke 4:16-21. This was the year for Nazareth to hear that Messiah had come. They rejected him, and so they placed themselves under the second half provisions of this verse, that the Lord indicates to us will be fulfilled at the second advent. Leviticus 25:9-17, 2 Corinthians 6:2. 

The second half of the verse is more concerning for those who reject the first half as being fulfilled. It indicates that there is secondly a day of great vengeance coming. And then thirdly there is a comforting of all who mourn. This fits with all that we have seen beforehand. The Lord’s second advent occurs as judgment on the lost, and then comfort for the saved remnant. Psalms 110:5-6, Jeremiah 46:10, Malachi 4:1-3, 1 Thessalonians 2:16, 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9. 

Only once the evil men have been judged is it possible to comfort their victims. You can only sensibly comfort a victim after the perpetrator of violence is dead or contained, or else you will both become victims again. The Lord deals with all the evil ones who have victimized the good, and then he brings lasting comfort. Isaiah 25:8, 57:18, 66:10-12, Jeremiah 31:10-14, Matthew 5:4ff, John 16:20-24, 2 Corinthians 1:3-5, 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17.

3  To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.

This is a beautiful verse speaking of the joy of the Lord in his restoration of the people after the terrible days in the last days of the Great Tribulation period. The Lord has set aside (appointed) for all who suffered to turn their scars into medals. They will be given a crown for the ashes that were on their heads. Ashes were sprinkled on the heads of mourners, and these people have seen many friends and family die under persecution. They will be able to wash the ashes out of their hair and he will give them a crown of joy. Psalms 30:11-12, Ezekiel 16:8-14. 

They will have the bitterness and dryness of their mourning transformed by the oil of gladness. To anoint the head with precious oils was a sign of blessing and of heading back out into life after any time of confinement. Grief had constricted them and now they are going to be able to open up to the world again through the deliverance of the Lord. All they have lost to death will be returning with the Lord in his procession, and there will be joy as the dead are seen to be blessed, when the last glimpse of them may have been their execution, or being dragged off to torture and death. All the images of the evil endured by all are wiped away by the glory of the Lord’s coming with the saints of the past and the rejoicing of all over his victory through time. Psalms 23:4-6, 45:6-7, 104:10-15.

They have worn the garments of sackcloth, and the filthy clothing of a people under siege, and now they can put on bright garments that openly declare the praises of God. Luke 15:22, Revelation 7:9-17. They had a spirit of heaviness, not because they were sinful in their depression. They were depressed, felt the lead like heaviness of deep depression, and they had great reason to be depressed. 

One great Jewish Psychiatrist Dr Viktor Frankl, who came out of Auschwitz said, “there are some things, that if they happen to you, and you don’t lose your mind, then you didn’t have one to lose”.  They have all come through great suffering and they will all feel overwhelmed by events, for they have been running or fighting for their lives for months, but now they can relax and grow again as people in one place and prosper in the land under the Lord’s rulership. Psalms 92:12-15, Jeremiah 17:7ff. They have passed the test of truth, and they have produced the fruits of righteousness and now they can relax in the glory of the Lord who will reward them all. Matthew 7:17-23. The Lord is glorified as he rewards those who served him so well. The Lord waits to bless us, and he delights in blessing us. John 15:8, 1 Corinthians 6:20.   

4  And they shall build the old wastes, they shall raise up the former desolations, and they shall repair the waste cities, the desolations of many generations. 5  And strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, and the sons of the alien shall be your plowmen and your vinedressers.

Places that have lain waste for many years are rebuilt and inhabited again. Places that have been desolated for generations are rebuilt as cities and the desert wastes around them are blossoming like the fertile plains. The very climate is restored to the pre-flood period and there is universal fertility again around the entire earth. The population has expanded to such an extent that every space in the land is take up with people. The prosperity is so great and the rebuilding program so fast, with the large number of returning exiles, that there are not enough local people to do all the work that is required, and so foreigners come in to help the Israelis for the short term. Isaiah 14:1-3, 49:6-8, 58:11-12, 60:10-14, Ezekiel 36:23-36, Amos 9:11-15.

6  But ye shall be named the Priests of the LORD: men shall call you the Ministers of our God: ye shall eat the riches of the Gentiles, and in their glory shall ye boast yourselves.

The Jewish people are called “the priests of the Lord”. They take up their role as the people of God, the priests for the whole world. As Levi was the tribe of priests to Israel, just so all the Jewish people will become priests for the entire world in that day. They will minister the Lord Jesus to the nation, just as they were called to do in the days of Moses. Exodus 19:3-6, Isaiah 66:18-21, 1 Peter 2:4-10.

They are challenged to become the people that they were called to be. It is through the crucible of great suffering that they take up this role. 2 Corinthians 6:1-10, 11:23. The land of Israel will become truly “the holy land” in that day, for it will be the focus for all worship as the Lord is there. The pilgrims who come will be blessed by being there and, as we have seen in earlier chapters, they will brings gifts and money into the land and it will be prosperous because of the worship being offered there.  

7  For your shame ye shall have double; and for confusion they shall rejoice in their portion: therefore in their land they shall possess the double: everlasting joy shall be unto them.

The Lord is just and good and the people are reminded that they will not be sold short of justice, for in that day the nations that have oppressed them in the past will pay them double price for everything they purchase, and they will do it with joy, for they know that they need to repay for centuries of evil towards the Jewish people. In effect the Jewish people of that day receive “the double portion” of the first born of mankind; they have the blessing and honour that is for the most special of all peoples. Deuteronomy 21:17, Isaiah 35:10, Zechariah 9:12. 

The greatness of the future blessings are told by Isaiah as an encouragement to the people of his day who saw only destruction around them; God gives them these wonderful visions to cling to in hope, that they may be established in their faith and rejoice in the certainties of future blessing. Psalms 16: 7-11, 2 Corinthians 4:16-18, 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17. 

8  For I the LORD love judgment, I hate robbery for burnt offering; and I will direct their work in truth, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.

It is righteousness that the Lord seeks from his people. He hates the criminal actions of the people of his day, whereby some will even steal and kill and then brings the fruit of their crime to buy their burnt offerings in the Temple! God calls them to stop, to clean up their lives and be righteous before him, and in their dealings with their neighbours. Psalms 11:7, 33:5-6, 37:28, 45:6-7, 99:4, Jeremiah 9:23-25, Zechariah 8:16-17. 

God hates robbery and all forms of violence whereby people have their goods seized, be it by court action or direct violence. Jeremiah 7:8-11, Amos 5:21-24. When they get their lives sorted out their paths will be directed back into truth and then they will receive the everlasting covenant that the Lord has for them. Psalms 25:7-12, 32:8-11, Jeremiah 32:40, Hebrews 13:20-21.

9  And their seed shall be known among the Gentiles, and their offspring among the people: all that see them shall acknowledge them, that they are the seed which the LORD hath blessed.

Where ever these delivered people go throughout the world on their travels they will be acknowledged as the blessed of the Lord. The Jewish people will be seen as the ones whom the Lord has blessed and restored to priesthood and all will acknowledge that God has done this great thing to his glory. Genesis 22:18, Psalms 115:12-18, Isaiah 44:1-8, Zechariah 8:13, Romans 11:16-18, 26.

10  I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.

All around Isaiah there is destruction and death, he has the words of the Lord alone to assure him that the land will prosper in a later day and the nation will come through to blessing in the end. These precious promises are enough for him and he lifts his voice in praise with joy in the Lord. He goes overboard with his praise of the Lord, and he really rejoices in his day in things that will happen in 2700 years! This is the faith that we are called to stand in; that we might rejoice in things unseen. Hebrews 11:1-2, 12:1-3, 1 Peter 1:6-12.

Under pressure, we cannot rejoice in our pain, but we can in our Lord and God, for he upholds us in our distress and will bring us through to deliverance. The test of faith is to praise him in advance of his deliverance, for his mercy is sure and his victory certain. Psalms 28:7, Habakkuk 3:18, Luke 1:46-47, Romans 5:9-11, Philippians 3:1-3, 4:4. 

The Lord clothes his saints with glory in their deliverance. Blessings abound to all in that day of deliverance, but even before hand Isaiah pictures himself dressed like a bride in her best clothes, and most precious jewels, for God has, in grace given all that is needed and more besides, that we might praise his honour and glory. We all wear the garments of salvation, and are all covered with the robe of righteousness. The Lord provides all these to us in and through Christ Jesus. Ezekiel 16:6-14. 

11  For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth; so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations.

The glory of this glorious day is great, for the Lord causes the blessings of the land to mirror the spiritual blessings that flow from his earthly throne. When Messiah rules there will be great blessings in all sectors of life and the greatest of all will be the joy of hearing his words and seeing him every day. Isaiah 55:10-11, 58:11, 1 Peter 2:9-10. 

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
There will be great honour for a thousand years for the people who came through the Great Tribulation period. The Lord honours his people, and we will have eternal honours ourselves if we serve him in our called places with total focus and faith. The Lord delights to bless us; it is we who rob ourselves of this blessing.

2. 
Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. This is a challenge, for it reminds us that the Lord’s call to us is to serve him with rejoicing well before the physical reality of deliverance comes to us. We are to call the promise the reality and rejoice in advance of provisions, for the Lord will provide. How is our faith in this matter?

3. 
Jesus is the anointed one of all the ages; let us praise his holy name every day we live and beyond into eternity. The Lord brings beauty for ashes and rejoicing from mourning. He restored the souls of the people in this time. He restores the believer’s hope and brings them to joy again through the rebuilding of not just the land, but the entire ecology of the world itself. From the midst of disaster let us praise his holy name and rejoice in his provisions for us now and forever.

CHAPTER 62 - SALVATION COMES TO JERUSALEM

Isaiah is speaking on behalf of the Lord Jesus Christ here and speaks into a context of devastation still, with most Jews outside the gate enslaved or corpses in the fields. There doesn’t appear to be much visible hope for the believers here. 

They are still frightened and distressed, but the hope is there into the future when Messiah comes and relieves them from their distress through his direct intervention, just as he will do with the Assyrians. This image is an important one to remember when we see the defenders of the city awakening and finding their enemies gone, for their enemies are dead, just as the Assyrian army outside the walls was dead over one night. The Lord speaks of his deliverance and the joy that he will bring to them. The Lord always delivers suddenly; it is our expectation of deliverance, and our confidence in him, that is being tested in this life.

1  For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth.

The Lord acts for his plan’s sake, not because we deserve his mercy! We are not dependent upon our worthiness and it is just as well this is the case. We can depend on the principles of the plan of God, for we are safe because the Lord acts consistently in accordance with his character and plan, not our worthiness. We may sin and fail but that does not stop the gracious plan of God working out for us, as we confess our sins and get back on the road he has called us to walk. 

The Lord will bless the city of Jerusalem because he loves the hill upon which the ancient city and Temple sits. This is a special place and the Lord will bless it because of it’s special status to him. The Lord will not rest until the joy of his presence and the beauty of righteousness burns out from that place without any evil to dampen the light. This is a city that is set aside to be a light of the world and it will be when the Lord rules from Mt Zion. The people need to deal with their sins, so that they can share in the blessings of Zion. Psalms 51:16-19, 98:1-3, 102:12-22, 122:6-9, 137:4-6, Zechariah 2:10-12, Matthew 5:14-16.

2  And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD shall name.

All the nations of the earth will see the Lord’s glorious victory in that final day of the destruction of all the forces of evil world wide. All see the righteousness of the Lord in that day, and all the rulers of the nations see the glory of the Lord and cannot stand against it. The unbelievers in that day must recognize the righteousness of their judgment, and also acknowledge that their glory has been fleeting, while the Lord of glory, who they despised, is the one with majesty and glory, and that he has won over their rebellion totally, and that it was a “no contest” all along. The rebels against God do not complain at all about their judgment, for they are silenced by his righteousness and glory. 

The truth silences all evil and sinful men and women, for they see that they have no hope now, having rejected the one who freely offered it to them for so long. Micah 5:7-15. When people reject their only hope, they cannot complain that they have none! Psalms 72:6-19. The new name for the city is given to Jerusalem, and the meaning behind it is given to the prophet Jeremiah 150 years after Isaiah. Jeremiah 33:16 – “The Lord our Righteousness”. Just as Abram became Abraham, and Jacob became Israel, just so Jerusalem will be renamed as the city of the righteousness of Jehovah, although the final form the name will take is left for the Lord to utter it correctly for the first time after his arrival there. Genesis 17:5, 15, 32:28, Acts 11:26, Revelation 2:17.  

3  Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God.

The city, and it’s people, will be a crown of glory in the Lord’s hand; they will also be a royal diadem in the Lord’s other hand ready to be placed upon or over the city as a sign of it’s special royal position and the city of the great king. Psalms 48:1-16, Zechariah 9:16-17, 1 Thessalonians 2:19. The two crowns above the city remind us that it is by glory won and royalty given, called the city of blessing for the rest of human history.

4  Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; neither shall thy land any more be termed Desolate: but thou shalt be called Hephzibah, and thy land Beulah: for the LORD delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be married. 5  For as a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee: and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee.

No longer will anyone refer to the city as forsaken, or desolate, for all her days of suffering are over and blessing is determined upon her for the rest of time. The king’s new wife was called Hephzi-Bah – my delight is in her, (2 Kings 21:1), and she was a new hope for the kingdom with the King’s recovery from sickness and extension of his life by God. A previous queen had been called Azubah (forsaken), 1 Kings 22:42, and so Isaiah uses the names to draw an analogy to the work of God for them later. 

The land is called Beulah, or married. This means that there is a commitment on the Lord’s part to the city he has “married” and she will never be forsaken again, but will be the place he delights in until the end of time.  Just as the love of a young man for his virgin bride is total and complete, just so the love of the Lord for his city will be perfect, and the love of the people for their city will match the Lord’s love in that day. There will be no fear in the city, nor any evil; it will be the place of blessing and the house of glory for the King of glory is there upon his throne. Psalms 45:10-17, 149:1-4, Hosea 2:19-20, Ephesians 5:25-29. 

6  I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which shall never hold their peace day nor night: ye that make mention of the LORD, keep not silence,

There is no danger from any attack for the city in that day and thereafter, but the Lord still places “watchmen” upon the walls. They are not there to watch for enemies, but as preachers of righteousness and heralds of the king to announce to the people the truths of God so all can hear them. Ezekiel 3:17-27, 33:1-11, Ephesians 4:11-16. 

The gift of the preacher is a mighty gift and is crucial to be exercised with power and might in the power of the Holy Spirit and speaking only the truth of God’s Word. Those called to preach the truth must not ever keep silent, but must preach the truth without apology or deviation from the Lord’s Word. We are to be totally committed to proclamation of the truth and our energy is to be more focused and powerful than any man’s for the things of this earth. Luke 11:5-13, 18:1-8, 1 Thessalonians 5:11-24. 

7  And give him no rest, till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.

The watchmen will not keep silent, but will continue to teach and praise God throughout the day and night, and they are told not to stop speaking of the Lord and his Word, and praising his holy name, until he has completed all his work in making the city the praise of the entire earth. Jeremiah 33:8-11, Zephaniah 3:17-20, Matthew 6:9-13.

8  The LORD hath sworn by his right hand, and by the arm of his strength, Surely I will no more give thy corn to be meat for thine enemies; and the sons of the stranger shall not drink thy wine, for the which thou hast laboured:

The Lord’s power is almighty power, and there are none that can stand against the one who made the universe. The fools who rebel quickly see that the contest is unequal, and that Satan himself was deceived about his power well before he deceived others. Deuteronomy 32:36-43, Ezekiel 20:4-7. The spoilers of the past and present times have besieged and destroyed the pleasant land of Israel, but all that stops here and none enter and pillage and steal and kill, for all who have that intention are killed by the just sword of the Lord. Revelation 19:11-21.

9  But they that have gathered it shall eat it, and praise the LORD; and they that have brought it together shall drink it in the courts of my holiness.

Instead of the enemy eating and drinking from the plenty of the land, having stolen it from the people, the thieves will be killed and the people who did the work to bring forth the crops will celebrate the Feast of Firstfruits in the Temple itself and give glory to the Lord who has delivered them all. Leviticus 23:9-14, Deuteronomy 15:19-23.

10  Go through, go through the gates; prepare ye the way of the people; cast up, cast up the highway; gather out the stones; lift up a standard for the people.

All the people are told here to clear the way for the entry of all who will come to the Temple of the Lord. They are to “go through” with purpose and direction to serve and worship the Lord there. They are to cast up bridges, roads and anything needed to smooth the way to the Temple for the crowds who will come. Isaiah 57:13-15. They are to clear the pathways of the rocks that litter them. Hebrews 12:12-13. They are to lift up the banner of the Lord and proclaim his glorious name and power. 

A banner was not a flag in our sense, but was a large piece of cloth into which was woven a word or phrase that proclaimed truth. Song of Solomon 2:4. The closest flag to this idea is that of the House of Sa’ud; Saudi Arabia. This flag has a verse from the Koran upon it, and just so the banners that fly over Jerusalem will have the phrases in Hebrew upon them that the Lord has already given us in the verses above and in Jeremiah.   It may be that during the last months of the Great Tribulation the hidden Jewish believers are making these banners so that they are ready.  That would be the fruit of faith for the people in hiding.
The banners will proclaim that the city has been reclaimed for God’s people and for Messiah, and they will proclaim from the walls for all to see, Beulah, Hephzi-Bah, Jehovah is our Salvation, and Jehovah is our righteousness. There may be more, but these four will certainly fly from the walls of Jerusalem and the prophets of that day will be crying aloud these words for all to hear as they clear the roads of debris ready for the Lord’s arrival.

11  Behold, the LORD hath proclaimed unto the end of the world, Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy salvation cometh; behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him.

The message has gone out through all space and time that the Lord alone is Saviour of all, and that he alone has the power and majesty to deliver the lost. He has his work now behind him, for the Cross is two thousand years before his return and his rewards for the saints are with him ready to be delivered to them all. Psalms 98:1-3, Romans 10:11-18.

12  And they shall call them, The holy people, The redeemed of the LORD: and thou shalt be called, Sought out, A city not forsaken.

The prophet still addresses the city itself, and mentions that the people living in her will be called the “holy people”, the “blessed or redeemed of the Lord”, and the city is called the chosen one, and the one that is called out from all others. Everything associated with the Lord’s person and work is special and brings glory to his glorious name. Isaiah 35:9-10, 51:10, 60:21, 65:1, Ezekiel 34:11-16, Matthew 18:11-14.

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
Jerusalem is the city of the great God. This is a special place. Today it is “trodden down of the Gentiles” and it will be until the Messiah delivers the people on that night before he comes back to the earth. Luke 21:24. Today, like Isaiah 2700 years ago, and the disciples 2000 years ago, we are challenged to see the future as if it is present and praise the Lord for what he will do, just as we praise him for what he has done.

2. 
Is it not a joy and a relief that the Lord does not deal with us in accordance with what we deserve in our sins, but he deals with us in grace, mercy and love. We are called to freely receive his love and peace as his children and to rest from our frantic works and worries, and serve him in quietness and confidence. Proverbs 3:26, 14:26, Isaiah 30:15, Hebrews 3:6, 1 John 2:28, 3:21. 

3. 
The proclamation of the Word of God in the power of the Holy Spirit is our call today as pastors, just as it was for Isaiah, and will be for the prophets and teachers in this future day. Let us not grow weary in the work of telling the truth to all who will hear it.

4. 
Even though the Lord returns in power, he expects his servants in Jerusalem to work hard to prepare the city for his arrival in accordance with the doctrine they have heard over the years of siege and war from his holy Word. We are delivered by grace and power and we are expected to express our joy in work for the Lord. If we do not see the evidence of work for the Lord in the life of the “saint” then they probably are not a saint. Let us work the work of God with joy and focused energy; let us work through our exhaustion in the power and filling of the Holy Spirit.

CHAPTER 63   -  THE LOVINGKINDNESS AND DELIVERANCE OF THE LORD

The direction from which the Lord comes towards the city on that last day is now given. As the last day of the present age dawns the Lord comes from the direction of Bozrah towards the Mount of Olives where he will “touch down”. He comes after judging the entire earth before his arrival, so by the time he touches down on the Mount of Olives outside Jerusalem there are no enemies of the truth left alive upon the entire earth.

The last phase of the Great Tribulation is described in the book of Revelation as the period of the “vials”. God takes the initiative in ending the rule of the enemy upon the earth, and pours judgment upon all of rebellious mankind, and the men show just how evil they are by their blaspheming of the name of God when the judgments fall; they do not bow and repent. 

The devil and his cohorts are powerless to stop the momentum building; as they try to calm things upon the earth and consolidate their power and persecution of the saints, the angels pour vengeance upon them and they are in confusion. They launch their last great assault upon the Jewish people and invade the land from all four sides. The last months of this phase of human history is the great battle called “Armageddon”. The first six verses of this chapter of Isaiah describe the unbelieving Arab side of those events, as previous chapters have given glimpses of the believing Arabs. Read in order, Revelation 16:8-21, Matthew 24:21-30, Daniel 11:36-45, Joel 2:1-32, Zechariah 12:1-6, 14:1-9. 

As we put these things together we can see that the Anti-Christ does not have things his way through this period. The Arabs to the south rebel against him, and he deals with them and gets their treasures to fight the war with, but then the northern forces and kingdoms (Ukraine, Russia, and/or possibly the Moslem nations of the old USSR) invade the nations in their way south wards and push towards the land of Israel to seize the land bridge to Africa and relieve the Arabs. 

At this time the “tidings from the east trouble” the Anti-Christ and his forces, as the angel dries up the Euphrates and allows a major army from the eastern lands to overflow towards Israel from the east. All these armies converge on the plain outside Megiddo, called Armageddon. It is a natural area for a significant landing place for troops arriving by sea from Europe and that may be what occurs. Jewish believers half way through the Great Tribulation have already been told to flee from all the low lying lands, and so obedient believers are safe either in the hills or ready to fight to the death in Jerusalem itself. Matthew 24:4-20. With these things in mind let us enter this chapter of Isaiah and see the Arab side of the last days of the Armageddon campaign and the Jewish believers response to the crisis of these days. 

1  Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah? this that is glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatness of his strength? I that speak in righteousness, mighty to save.

The Lord comes from the direction of the ancient city of Bozrah. It appears that there was a major staging post there for the Unbelieving Arab and/or Western armies who are determined to wipe out the Jews in the land. The Lord deals with them and destroys the land of the Edomites, or Idumeans. Psalms 24:7-10, 137:7, Isaiah 34:1-17 (especially verses 5-6),  Lamentations 4:18-22, Ezekiel 25:6-14, Amos 1:11-15, Obadiah 1-21. The peoples descendent from Esau stage their last rebellion against the descendents of Isaac, and they are destroyed totally. The good news, as we have seen in earlier chapters, is that many Arabs have accepted the Lord as their Saviour, and these secret believers come out at this time to prepare for the return of the Lord and the return of the Jewish exiles; they reopen the highway from the Straights of Hormuz through to Israel for people to come up to Jerusalem to worship the Lord there. 

Before these believers can take over their nations and bring righteous rule to them after years of tyranny the Lord must eliminate all the unbelievers from amongst them. Numbers 23:19, Psalms 45:1-6, Revelation 11:17-18, 19:11-14.  He comes to judge but through judgment of evil to deliver the righteous, and he is “mighty to save” and does deliver his people where ever they are. We are always secure in his hand. John 10:28-30, Hebrews 7:25, 1 Peter 1:3-5, Jude 24-25. 

2  Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that treadeth in the wine fat?

The question from many, who have not understood the Word of God and the necessity for judgment, is why the Lord’s garments are red like the earth of Edom. They wonder at why he has been in the wine press and his garments are covered with the blood of those slain in their disobedience. 

For many today this picture of the Lord is incomprehensible. They cannot see the Lord as the judge, nor can they see the one who gave the Sermon on the Mount as the one on the white horse of battle. They have difficulty because they ignore the blood soaked figure on the cross and the blood soaked earth of the last two thousand years that has drunk in the blood of those martyrs who gave their lives for the Gospel message. So many die for their faith at this time, and they are all there to see the judgment upon those who persist in their hatred of the Lord, his people and the truth. Revelation 7:9-17. 

3  I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people there was none with me: for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I will stain all my raiment.

The winepress of wrath is the symbol of the carnage of ancient warfare with blood soaked clothing and the ground covered in the bodies of the fallen. The Lord alone is the winner of the victory, for he alone defeats the enemies of his people. Now we know that he comes with his saints, called the “armies of heaven”, Revelation 19:14, yet this passage also indicates that he alone does the judging. Men are not called upon to judge men at this time and even at this time of the Lord’s return the unbelievers are killed by the Lord alone. Revelation 14:18-20, 19:11-21. The armies of heaven are spectators, and are present to observe the final judgment of those who opposed the Lord, and celebrate his victory, but he doesn’t need them to win it, he does that alone, just as he did it alone on the cross!  

4  For the day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is come.

There are two aspects to the judgment of unbelieving men and women; firstly they deserve judgment for their rejection of their Lord, but secondly the believers need deliverance from these unbelievers who have tried to kill them all. Isaiah 34:8, 35:3-4, 61:2-3, Luke 21:25-31. It has always been thought that the “armies of heaven” include the church age saints who form at least one significant army corps of that group, with the Israelite saints forming the second division, and the pre-Abrahamic believers forming the third division of the army. This is indicated by the use of the military word “taxis”, meaning division or army corps in the passage on resurrection, which covers all the groups, in 1 Corinthians 15:20-28. 

The first resurrection, and associated reception of resurrection bodies by all the dead saints appears to occur in two divisions (although it may be all together), both before the Great Tribulation, at the Rapture of the Church, and then straight after the Lord’s Second Advent. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, Revelation 20:4-6.  

The second resurrection is only a resurrection to judgment, for the sorting of the two groups of mankind has already been done by the Lord well before the resurrections occur. Matthew 25:31-46, Luke 16:19-31, Revelation 20:12-15. 

The Matthew passage refers to those alive at his return, and some, who have not accepted the Lord Jesus at their Saviour but who were “righteous” in their protection and loving practical care for the evangelists through that terrible period are still welcomed and rewarded, and now they see him, they do accept him as their Lord and Saviour. This is a category that reminds us, that the grace of God dominates all his dealings with men; and that those who have not heard the full Gospel, for whatever reason, are judged on the basis of their righteous dealings with those who stand for the Lord. There is no mercy however, shown to those who showed none. The Luke passage reminds us that all who have died had already been sorted into their two resurrection categories.

The distinction in Revelation 20:20:4-6, between those who died for their witness to Jesus, and those who suffered for the Word, may cover all periods of history, where the latter group incorporate all the pre-church believers, and the former group incorporate the church and Tribulational saints. We will only know this at the time, and it has been traditional to group the Tribulational saints with Israel, but they die for witness to Jesus, and this is one category that John refers to, with the allegiance to the Word of God as another. 

It has also been traditional to keep the Church Age saints in heaven and not speak of an earthly destiny for the church, yet much of what we have seen would indicate that the church is certainly involved in the fulfilment of the Sermon on the Mount and in living under their king upon this earth where so many down the centuries have given their lives as witnesses to him. We all have both an earthly and an eternal heavenly destiny, and where we glorify the Lord is not ours to select; we remain “under orders” in this last period of the history of the earth, just as now we are under his orders.

5  And I looked, and there was none to help; and I wondered that there was none to uphold: therefore mine own arm brought salvation unto me; and my fury, it upheld me.

There was no-one who was able to assist from mankind’s side, but the Lord did not need such help as man could provide. The defenders in Jerusalem will feel things are pretty hopeless, but the Lord will deliver them all. Isaiah 34,  Joel 2, Zechariah 14. This is stated to remind us all that we could not achieve anything that the Lord has done, and the good news is that we didn’t need to, for he has done all in grace and love and mercy. Psalms 44:3, 98:1-3, Isaiah 59:16, John 16:32, 1 Corinthians 1:22-29, Hebrews 2:14-15.

6  And I will tread down the people in mine anger, and make them drunk in my fury, and I will bring down their strength to the earth.

The Lord’s actions are deliberate and are without mercy, for the time of mercy is over! This is the hard thing for some believers to get their heads around; the Lord must judge evil men and women or else the world cannot be cleansed. These are the ones who have been through the Great Tribulation period and still blasphemed the Lord’s name and rejected the message of salvation when they heard it, and even went further to try to kill the messengers. These people are without hope because they did not want hope; they hated the only one who could save them. Psalms 75:1-10, Isaiah 59:15-17, Zechariah 12:2. He comes to remove these evil men and women from the earth by death. Matthew 24:36-51, 

7  I will mention the loving kindness of the LORD, and the praises of the LORD, according to all that the LORD hath bestowed on us, and the great goodness toward the house of Israel, which he hath bestowed on them according to his mercies, and according to the multitude of his loving kindnesses.

This verse seems to be out of place here, and yet it is exactly where it needs to be. In the midst of judgment we need to be reminded that this is God’s “strange work”, and that he does this only because there is no chance of doing anything good for these terrible people. Psalms 50:22-23, 51:1ff, 63:1-3, 78:11-17, 86:5-6. A person has to work really hard to reject the Lord’s love, for it is freely given and only the most hated filled will resist and reject him. Numbers 14:18-19, Isaiah 28:21. The Lord has grace and more grace; he has kindness and great loving kindness. We do not have an angry God, and yet he will get angry just as the beloved parent will become angry when their precious child is threatened by evil men, or a wild animal. The Lord is love, but to love good you must hate evil, or the good will be overwhelmed! 

8  For he said, Surely they are my people, children that will not lie: so he was their Saviour.

This nation is the chosen of the Lord and they are going to be the blessed of the Lord through his grace towards them. Exodus 19:3-6. Their call at this time is to be ready for the Lord’s coming and in their alertness to continue their work of witness, be filled with the Holy Spirit, walk in the Word, and be ready to welcome their Lord. Matthew 25:1-30. They are urged to tell the truth about God, his plan, and the destiny of those who follow after him. Satan was the liar from the beginning and the people of God are to be known as the people of the truth, not people who lie. Exodus 24:7-8, Psalms 78:32-39, Isaiah 57:10-13, Zephaniah 3:7-9, Zechariah 8:16-17, John 1:47, 8:44, Ephesians 4:25, Colossians 3:8-11. 

They have been chosen as a people for the glory of God, but, as all the texts above remind us, they also have chosen to walk in the truth, and so he is their Saviour. It is by the grace, mercy, love and plan of God that he is our Saviour, but the evidence for the reality is always seen in the works of righteousness that in the power of the Holy Spirit that we work out into our daily life. Faith and Works are kept together in Hebrew thought, and we must keep them together in our daily life, or else we walk close to phoney faith, or hypocrisy! Fine words without a fine life indicates a child of the liar, not a child of the truth. Matthew 7:15-29, especially verse 23, and also Luke 13:22-30, 1 John 4:11-19.

9  In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them: in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; and he bare them, and carried them all the days of old.

The Lord is with us in our sufferings, and in all the pressure situations that we face he is there with us in the midst of them all. Exodus 3:7-9, Judges 10:15-16, Zechariah 2:8, Matthew 25:40-44, Acts 9:1-5, Hebrews 2:17-18, 4:14-16. The angel of the Lord’s presence (angel of his face) was specifically sent to save Israel. This may be Michael, the Arch Angel, who has specific duty to protect Israel. Refer to the study on the topic of ANGELS. Exodus 23:20-23, 33:13-17, Hebrews 1:14. 

Deliverance depends upon the holy character of God our Saviour, and praise God that his character is dominated by his love and mercy towards us all. His banner over us all is love! Deuteronomy 7:6-11, Psalms 78:38-39, 106:6-10, Song of Solomon 2:4, Titus 2:11-14, 1 John 4:9-10. He lifted up the people, he carried them all their days in olden times, and he has delivered them in the end. We are “carried”, and underneath are always the everlasting arms. Exodus 19:4, Deuteronomy 1:31, 32:11-12, 33:27, Isaiah 46:3-4, Luke 15:5. We are never without resources in pressure situations, for we are never without the presence of the living God and the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:20, 1 Corinthians 10:11-13.

10  But they rebelled, and vexed his holy Spirit: therefore he was turned to be their enemy, and he fought against them.

There was discipline against these people because of their rebellion through their history. From the days of Joseph, to the days of Moses, and then right through the ages to the end, there will be those who reject the Lord. Genesis 37:18ff, Exodus 15:24, 16:8, 32:8, Numbers 14:6-11, Psalms 78, 106. The Lord became their enemy, but he was punishing them only for a time, and that time was limited by their own volition; for once they repented and returned to him they were always restored. Leviticus 26:14ff, Deuteronomy 28:15ff, Psalms 95:6-11, Matthew 22:1-7. 

There are only two categories of people at any point upon the earth; the first have “kissed the Son”, or served his servants, and the second are those who have mocked or abused him or his servants! Psalms 2:10-12, Matthew 25:31ff, Luke 7:37-50.

11  Then he remembered the days of old, Moses, and his people, saying, Where is he that brought them up out of the sea with the shepherd of his flock? where is he that put his holy Spirit within him?

We are built upon the foundation of the great heroes of faith in the past, and Moses was a great hero of faith. The faith of Moses was what led the people, who lacked faith themselves. The children of the Exodus generation attended Moses’ Bible class in the deserts of Arabia and for forty years they learned of the God that Moses and Joshua served, and they entered the land that by their lack of faith their parents failed to enter. 
As the people of Isaiah’s generation remembered the past and copied the heroes of faith, rather than their rebellious ancestors, so they also will receive the blessings of faith. Leviticus 26:40-46, Numbers 11:16-17, 23-30, Deuteronomy 4:14, 23, 29-31, 39-40, Psalms 77:5-20, 89:47-50, Haggai 2:4-9. Moses sets an example of faith and tenacity for all pastors. He never let his failures stop his service, he always re-focused on the task ahead of him and felt the great responsibility of leading the people of the Lord. Hebrews 3:3-4:12, 11:23-29. 

12  That led them by the right hand of Moses with his glorious arm, dividing the water before them, to make himself an everlasting name?

There is only one sort of renown that matters, and that is the good name we get when in the Lord’s service, for that fame lasts forever. The great and powerful generals of the Egyptian army that day are all unknown and have no known grave, yet in their time they were famous and people bowed before them. Many of them had probably built great tombs for their after life, but they all were drowned in the sea. Who is known? Only Moses is known now. This was the challenge to Isaiah’s generation and remains the challenge to our own. If we seek fame, we seek things that do not matter, unless that fame is with the Lord and his angels. Even if people do not know of us here and now, but we are doing the right things in the Lord’s plan, then we will be heroes of faith and receive great rewards in eternity. It is the Lord’s well done alone that matters. Matthew 25:14-30. 

13  That led them through the deep, as an horse in the wilderness, that they should not stumble?

Moses led the people through the water, through the deserts and through the armies of their enemies. He had faith in the Lord and he had total commitment to this people as the people of God for whom he was responsible. Moses was a 100% man, and in spite of 99% disobedience on the part of the people he kept 100% trust in God, and so he set the example for the people that over time their children learned from. Psalms 106:8-48, 136:4-26.

14  As a beast goeth down into the valley, the Spirit of the LORD caused him to rest: so didst thou lead thy people, to make thyself a glorious name.

The Lord knows when we need to rest and revive our spirits and bodies and he will lead us into the deep pastures after the tough desert places. Moses led the people right to the entry into the land and pointed the way into the place of plenty that he wouldn’t enter. Psalms 23:1-3, Ephesians 1:5-14. We have been chosen for glory, and each of us have a part to play in the great drama of history, in the Lord’s plan, and our task is to take the orders we receive seriously and follow them totally. The call is to relax in the arms of the Lord, and serve him in faith that he will up hold our feet and defend our path. Our role is to advance into whatever it is that he has asked us to do. Hebrews 4:3-12.  

15  Look down from heaven, and behold from the habitation of thy holiness and of thy glory: where is thy zeal and thy strength, the sounding of thy bowels and of thy mercies toward me? are they restrained?

The prophet asks the Lord to look down from heaven and see the rejoicing of the spirit of the people as they reflect upon the glories given to them by the Lord. They have been blessed and they rejoice in this blessing with the deep sighs from within (bowels = deepest emotions) that are unrestrained; they overflow in their blessing to the Lord. Deuteronomy 26:15-16, 2 Chronicles 30:27, Psalms 33:13-22, 80:14, 102:16-20, 113:1-6, 123:1-3. The right thing to do when the blessing of the Lord is received, is always to praise his name and to serve our brethren in his name. True faith will always work out in worship and service. Philippians 2:1-8, 1 John 3:16-24.  

16  Doubtless thou art our father, though Abraham be ignorant of us, and Israel acknowledge us not: thou, O LORD, art our father, our redeemer; thy name is from everlasting.

God doesn’t have grandchildren; he has children. These people claimed Abraham as their ancestor and he was, but their position with God was determined by faith like Abraham’s not by their genetic inheritance from their forefather. God has called them all to faith, so that they might stand like their ancestor. Refer to the doctrinal study on ABRAHAM - FAITH, also study, GOD: FATHERHOOD OF GOD, also study, CHRISTIAN LIFE – FAMILY – RESPONSIBILITIES AND EXAMPLE. 

Even though Abraham may not know these people, they are his relatives and they can stand with him in faith, and so win the renown so that in heaven they will be known of their ancestor when they see him face to face and he praises them for their great service. 

Imagine the great joy of Abraham as he sees the people who flowed from his family, like the sands of the sea and standing in his faith. The greatest joy of a Christian parent is that their children stand in the faith that we rejoice in. 1 Peter 1:18-21. Even if our own people ignore or abuse us, we are to keep our eyes fixed upon our God and our redeemer, and over time our children may be influenced by our courage and stand with us. This is the greatest joy of heaven; to stand with our children and our forefathers in the faith. Hebrews 12:2.
  

17  O LORD, why hast thou made us to err from thy ways, and hardened our heart from thy fear? Return for thy servants' sake, the tribes of thine inheritance.

Isaiah may appear to be blaming the Lord for the rebellion of the people here. Did the Lord “harden” them so that they couldn’t help but fall? Such a view would make God unjust and unrighteous, and such a thought is blasphemy. The hardening process involves the squeeze being put upon an object to see what is within it; so the wet towel has all the water within it squeezed out and becomes hard in the process. It is not God causing them to rebel, but placing pressure upon them so that the true intentions of their heart must be expressed for all to see. Romans 9:14-33. 

As the pressure came on the nation it went the way of fear and turned aside into false religions rather than walking the path of love and staying close to the God who called their ancestors to walk in holiness after him. Psalms 119:9-16, 33-36, 141:1-4. Like the Psalmist we must confront that part of our Old Sin Nature that desires evil, and resist it and follow after the things of God. Refer to the study on SIN – OLD SIN NATURE. 

The prayer of the people is clear; it is for the Lord to restore the tribes that have been taken into captivity and restore the numbers of the tribes that have been decimated by the Assyrian invasion. The Lord will do both things in the next two centuries.

18  The people of thy holiness have possessed it but a little while: our adversaries have trodden down thy sanctuary.

The people of Israel had possessed the hill of Mount Zion for fewer than four hundred years at this time and they would lose it to the Babylonians who would trample that place to the ground. They had held the hill for less than 600 years, but it was still their place and would be restored to them. They lost it again in 70 AD and only took it back in 1967, and even today, as I revise this in 2013, no Jew can freely walk on the holy hill. Psalms 74:1-8, Matthew 24:1-2.

19  We are thine: thou never barest rule over them; they were not called by thy name.

There is certainty in this call and we can join these people down the centuries and cry aloud the blessing of the Lord for all to hear, and remember that we are the Lord’s people and we are blessed by our association with him. 1 Peter 2:9-10. 

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
It is the Lord who does the elimination of all the unbelievers on the earth, not the believers who form his vast army. It is as if we are there to witness and to over awe the enemy, but the Lord himself does the judging, not us, for it was he who went to the cross for us all.

2. 
He comes finally to Jerusalem from the direction of Bozrah, and deals with the southern Arab rebels last of all before his entry into Jerusalem. We are reminded that he judges and he does so fully and finally. We are also reminded that right until the end there is the offer of mercy and grace to the unsaved. 

3. 
All the neat theological schemes/views regarding the order of resurrections may be wrong! As we see from this chapter, the saints of all ages may receive their resurrection bodies at the same time, and then be altogether on the Lord’s return as part of his army. This would be a mirror to all the unbelievers who receive a resurrection body in which to be judged at the same time, at the end of the Millennial kingdom, just before this universe is folded away, with them inside it. The doom of these people is terrible indeed, but deserved, for they have worked really hard to reject grace, mercy and love for all their earthly lives, and so they are united in their hopelessness with all who also hated God, just as we are united in our love for the Lord with all who loved righteousness.

4. 
Faith and works are together all throughout scripture, and they are here together again. True faith will always work out in the life of the believers. The only works we need ever be concerned about being “famous” for should be the works we do for the Lord our God. The only fame that matters is eternal fame; let us labour to be acceptable before the one who matters.

5. 
Fear situations bring out what is within us. God does not “harden” the heart in any sense of determined creation of rebellion. We have the truth that we really believe in squeezed out of us through pressure situations, and what is there is revealed by the troubles that come. Let us draw deeply upon the “ancient words” of scripture and the ancient examples of the great women and men of the scriptures. Let us stand with the heroes of faith and expect the Lord’s deliverance. 

TOPICS

ANGELS

1. There are two kinds of angels:

a) Elect Angels (1 Timothy 5:21) - those which have chosen to remain with God.

b) Fallen angels - those which have rebelled against God and followed Satan:

i) imprisoned ones (Jude 6, 2 Peter 2:4) - apparently active on earth prior to the Flood (Genesis 6)

ii) demons, currently active on earth (1 Corinthians 10:20,21, Mark 5:1-20)

2. There are various orders in the angelic realm.

a) Cherubim (highest order) -. (Genesis 3:24, Exodus 25:19-20) Cherubs were originally the defenders of divine holiness. Lucifer (Satan) was a cherub (Ezekiel 28:14)

b) Seraphim - (Isaiah 6:2). Seraph means burning ones.

c) Rulers, Principalities and Powers - can refer to human authorities, but usually refers to angels (and generally to fallen angels).  (Ephesians 3:10, 6:12, Colossians 1:16). They control certain segments of the human race, they can control the voice and the mind. (Mark 5:1-20).

d) Ministering Angels

i) Guardian angels. (Hebrews 1:14).  Protect and assist believers.

ii) Angels of the waters. (Revelation 16:5). Water is used as a prison. Abyss (Greek), refers to an underwater prison.

iii) Angels of the abyss. (Revelation 9:1,11 ). An angel which has a special responsibility for the abyss.

iv) Angel of fire. (Revelation 14:18).

v) Angels of judgment. (Revelation 8:2, ch 15,16) - trumpets and bowls.

vi) Watcher angels. (Daniel 4:13).

3. Appearance of angels:

a) Angels can appear as human beings (Genesis 18:1-2, Hebrews 13:2)

b) Angels are described variously as having wings, many eyes, many faces (Isaiah 6:2, Ezekiel 1) and often glow with brilliant light (Matthew 28:2-3).

c) Lucifer (Satan) was the most beautiful creature ever to come from the hand of God (Ezekiel 28:12-17)

d) Angels are NOT pink fat babies with wings, or red skinned creatures with horns and forked tails.

4. Named angels:

a) Lucifer, son of the morning, was the covering cherub over the Throne of God (Isaiah 14:12).  His name is now Satan, the accuser/slanderer (Revelation 12:10)

b) Gabriel a messenger angel (Daniel 8:16, 9:21, Luke 1:19,26)

c) Michael a fighting angel (Revelation 12:7, Jude 9) and guardian angel of Israel. (Daniel 10:21, 12:1)

5. Angels and Christ's Incarnation

a) At his birth - (Luke 2:9-15)

b) At his temptation - (Matthew 4:11)

c) At his resurrection - (Matthew 28:2)

d) At his ascension - (Acts 1:10)

e) At the Second Advent - (Matthew 13:37-39, 24:31, 25:31, 2 Thessalonians 1:7)

6. Angels and Man

a) Angels were watching at the time of creation. (Job 38:7)

b) Angels were present when God gave Moses the Law. (Galatians 3:19, Acts 7:53).

c) Angels are watching us now. (1 Corinthians 4:9, Ephesians 3:10, 1 Timothy 5:21, 1 Peter 1:12.)

d) The elect angels rejoice whenever someone is saved (Luke 15:7-10).

7. Many times revelations from God were mediated through angels - 

a) The Law of Moses -, Exodus 3:2 , Galatians 3:19, Acts 7:53, Hebrews 2:2

b) Prophetical announcements to Daniel - Daniel 7:16, 8:16-26, 9:20-27, 10:1-12:13

c) Prophetical announcements to Zechariah - Zechariah 1:9, 2:3, 4:1,5, 5:5, 6:4,5

d) Announcement of the birth of John to Zacharias - Luke 1:11-20

e) Announcement of the birth of Jesus to Mary - Luke 1:26-38, and Joseph - Matthew 1:20-21

ABRAHAM - FAITH

1. SCRIPTURE  Genesis 11:26 - 25:10; Acts 7:2-8.

2. BIOGRAPHY

A descendant of Shem and son of Terah, who was born in Ur of the Chaldees about 2030 BC. Known as Abram (father of high and windy places) he was renamed Abraham (father of many nations) (Genesis 17:5) prior to the birth of Isaac. Known as a friend of God (2 Chronicles 20:7) he left Ur at the command of God (Genesis 12:1). He was told to leave his kindred, but he took with him his father Terah and his nephew Lot. He settled for a while in Haran (the dried up place) until his father died (Genesis 11:32). Entering the promised land he graciously allowed his nephew Lot to have the choicest grazing land for his cattle (Genesis 13:8-11) and was instrumental in releasing Lot from the spoils of the kings who attacked Sodom (Genesis 14). Abraham's faith was tested by worry in Genesis 15 and he took his future into his own hands with the birth of Ishmael through Hagar the maidservant (Genesis 16). After both Abraham and Sarah were past the age of child-bearing, Abraham was told he would have a son Isaac (laughter) (Genesis 18:10-15). Isaac was born (Genesis 21:2) and grew up to his adolescence. Abraham was told to sacrifice his miracle child Isaac (Genesis 22:2). Isaac bore the wood up Mt Moriah and was about to be killed when Abraham's faith was confirmed by the provision of the ram in a thicket (Genesis 22:10-13). Abraham died at the age of 175 (Genesis 25:7) and was buried in Mamre (Genesis 25:9).

3. EVALUATION

Abraham's faith is seen in many areas of his life:

a) He left the security of Ur of the Chaldees (Genesis 11:32).

b) He went to a new land (Genesis 12:1-3).

c) His first act was to build an altar (Genesis 12:8).

d) He trusted God for provision (Genesis 13:8,9,18).

e) Abraham pursued Lot and rescued him even though he had only 318 men under arms (Genesis 14:14).

f) Abraham used faith to resist fear and doubt (Genesis 15:5-6).

g) He had faith that provision would be made for Isaac (Genesis 22:8).

h) He recognised that God had provided (Jehovah Jireh) (Genesis 22:14).

i) He had faith that a bride would be miraculously provided for Isaac from his own people (Genesis 24:3,4).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) The whole process of the Christian life starts and depends on faith (Romans 3:28).

b) It takes faith to become a missionary (Genesis 12:4; Hebrews 11:8).

c) Abraham's faith caused him to put God first (Genesis 12:8; Hebrews 11:10).

d) Faith in God is reflected in a gracious attitude (Galatians 5:23).

e) Faith provides courage in time of danger, especially in relation to war (Psalm 18:39).

f) Knowledge of the Scriptures, doctrines and the principles applied by faith are a cure for worry (Genesis 15:6; Psalm 43:5).

g) Even in hopeless situations, God provides. Faith seeks and causes comfort in those who are in great difficulty (Psalm 18:6).

h) Faith looks to God as the great provider for His children (Matthew 6:26).

i) Faith is the only acceptable form of relationship between man and God as it is the only form of perception which has no human merit (Romans 3:27).

j) Faith gives confidence in one's future and the future of one's family (Deuteronomy 5:10).

k) With faith everything is possible (Matthew 17:20).

GOD - FATHERHOOD OF GOD

Fatherhood comes in various concepts:‑

1. The Fatherhood over creation ‑ Ephesians 3:14‑15 ‑ all beings have their origin in God. We get our life and very existence from God. There is therefore a brotherhood in the creation. The liberals however take this a step further and talk about the brotherhood of man and the universal Fatherhood of God which is a lie which is exposed by the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ said that all men are not brothers but only become such in Christ. Even Satan was given his life by God. There is no relationship in the Father creatorship combination.

2. Fatherhood by intimate relationship which is the concept of the relationship between God and Israel. In Exodus 4:22 Israel is my son ‑ this is my firstborn. This is more than God saying that He is their creator but it is less than saying that they are regenerated. In the New Testament it says that all Israel is not Israel. There is however a relationship between the Father and Israel, a care for Israel. He preserves the nation. In the Bible the word father is used a large number of times in relation to the relationship between God and Israel. However only a few Jews were regenerated.

3. A specific relationship between the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ ‑ Ephesians 1:3. The first specific revelation of the New Testament is that God the Father is the father of the Lord Jesus Christ. It also shows without any doubt the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ by His attributes and His works. The words father and son are used in the New Testament to show the intimacy of the relationship between God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ with out fulfilling all the relationships which would be true of a human relationship of Father and Son. This was the error of the Arian theologians who said that he was a son of God but not equal with God. 

4. The second person has been the Son from eternity past. For eternity there has been this close relationship between the Father and the Son. In Isaiah 9:6 it shows that a child is born but a son is given. The baby was born but the Son was given as the Son had existed forever. What they are saying is that you think of the most noble father and the best possible son and the love between those two and you get a small glimpse of the relationship between the Father and the Son.

5. The Father of believers in the Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 8:15, Galatians 4:6-7)

a) Only in Christ do we become brothers. (Galatians 3:27-29) This is the result of the Holy Spirit who baptizes us into the body of Christ and makes us a new creation in Him. (1 Corinthians 12:13, Ephesians 4:5)

b) God is not the spiritual father of the unregenerate man, they are His creation but not His children. (John 14:6)  Before salvation we were sons of our sinful nature. (John 8:42-47, Ephesians 2:19)

6. In summary therefore 

[a] The Son of God is said to have been begotten of the Father ‑ Psalm 2:7, John 1:14, 18, 3:16,18 1 John 4:9

[b] The Father acknowledged the Lord Jesus Christ as His Son ‑ Matthew 3:17, 17:5, Luke 9:35

[c] The Father is acknowledged by the Son ‑ Matthew 11:27, 26:63‑64, Luke 22:29, John 8:16‑29, 33‑44, 17:1 The Son is subject to the Father's plan but it should be remembered that the plan had been a joint plan when it was conceived with its recognition of role and responsibility.

[d] The fact that God the Father is acknowledged by men to be the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ ‑ Matthew 16:16, Mark 15:39, John 1:34, 49, Acts 3:13

[e] The Son acknowledges the Father by being subject to Him ‑ John 8:29,49 

[f] Even the demons recognise this relationship between the Father and the Son ‑ Matthew 8:29 Satan's eternal damnation relies on this relationship and its permanency

7. Before salvation all members of the human race were "sold under sin", we were strangers before God, not sons. Romans 7:14, Ephesians 2:19.   Spiritually we were dead, we had no relationship with God other than creatures to the creator we did not recognize Ephesians 2:1

8. Before salvation we were all of different races, the only brotherhood we can ever have is in Christ.  Galatians 3:27-29. 

9. Salvation alone makes us children of God. Before we were slaves of sin, sons of our old sin nature, children of rebellion. Ephesians 2:19, John 8:42-47, 1John 3:10-15.

10. Only God can make us his children, for only God has that power. John 1:12,13. We are either 'born-again', born from above or we remain spiritually dead, children of Satan, John 3:3,6,36. 

11. Unbelievers cannot and will not see this unique relationship. 1John 3:1, 1 Corinthians 1:18. As sons of rebellion they believe their father’s lie i.e. the universal fatherhood of God and universal brotherhood of man (both of which are false concepts). John 8:44. This lie perpetrates the idea that God is a “soft-touch” and will not judge man for their sin, but all will be well in the end.    This is declared false by God in his word.

12. Believers sonship guarantees heirship, eternal life and fellowship for them. 1 John 3:2,3, Romans 8:16-18.

13. The Holy Spirit is God’s down payment on the believer’s inheritance - the assurance of more to come, Ephesians 1:14.

14. Believers are heirs of eternal life through relationship with God in Christ John 8:35, 51.

a. receiving rewards: Colossians 3:24,25, 2 John 8, 1 Corinthians 3:8 and,

b. receiving a resurrection body. 1 Corinthians 15:50-54. 

15. The source of our confidence is based in the Lords resurrection. He is therefore our "lively hope", 1 Peter 1:3-5.   He can be depended upon to meet all needs for we will be with him forever. John 14:1-4. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  FAMILY - RESPONSIBILITIES AND EXAMPLE

1. In Titus 1:5-6, we read of the importance of a holy and spiritually active family behind all who wish to lead in Christian work. The principle here is important; for the first area of witness for a man is his family, and if they are not right he can have no greater ministry. If a man cannot run his family properly then he cannot run the church. 1 Timothy 3:1-13.

2. The father must take the responsibility for setting the standard of godliness and love in the home. To fail at this point is to fall short of God’s standards that we see in Christ’s love for the church. Ephesians 5:21-29. 

3. The man must be worthy of the loving, respectful, and responsive love of his wife. When children see this sort of love they will learn about love, about God and about respect themselves. Ephesians 5:31, 1 Peter 3:1-12.

4. Children respond to consistency of discipline from loving, stable and respectful parents. Yelling and screaming, and other disgraceful behaviours only guarantee that the children will follow the parent in disgraceful behaviours. Proverbs 13:24, 23:14, Ephesians 6:1-4, Colossians 3:20-21. 

5. Sexual life between the husband and wife should be healthy, robust and regular, with no frustrations for either that might open the door to the enemy’s temptations. 1 Corinthians 7:1ff. [Refer study of Corinthians, and BTB topic Marriage]

SIN:  OLD SIN NATURE

1. We are born with a nature, inherited from Adam, which is against God and prone to sin (Ephesians 2:1, Romans 5:12).

2. The old sin nature is perpetuated in the human race by physical birth (Psalm 51:5, 1 Timothy 2:13, 14).

3. We are therefore considered spiritually dead at the point of physical birth (Romans 5:12).

4. Names for the old sin nature:

a) Flesh - Galatians 5:16

b) Old Man - Ephesians 4:22, Colossians 3:9

c) Carnal - Romans 7:14

d) Sin - Romans 5:12 

e) Heart - Jeremiah 17:9

f) Member - Colossians 3:5.

5. The believer continues to have an old sin nature after salvation (1 John 1:8, 1 Corinthians 3:1).

6. The believer under the control of the old sin nature is called carnal (Romans 7:14, 1 Corinthians 3:1-3).

7. The old sin nature frustrates true production of the Christian life (Romans 7:15).

8. The old sin nature has two tendencies (Romans 6:6)

a) Area of weakness - pushes us towards lawlessness and sins (Hebrews 12:1)

b) Area of strength - pushes us towards asceticism and self-righteousness (Isaiah 64:6).

9. The old sin nature is not found in the resurrection body (1 Corinthians 15:56, Philippians 3:21, 1 Thessalonians 5:23).

10. Victory over the old sin nature is by achieved by considering your old life dead, surrendering to God, confessing sin and relying upon the filling of the Spirit (Romans 6:6,11, Colossians 3:9-10).

SIN:  OLD SIN NATURE – THE FRUIT OF

1. The fruit of the old sin nature falls under four categories:

a) Sensual 

b) Religious 

c) Social 

d) Personal

2. SENSUAL

a) fornication – porneia – illicit sexual activity or any sexual activity other than with your partner.

b) uncleanness ‑ akatharsia ‑ all acts of indecency and uncleanliness that shock people, this includes abnormal sexual acts

c) lasciviousness ‑ aselgeia ‑ unrestrained lust ‑ people who are having sex for their own personal gratification, treating other people as sexual objects for their pleasure. Paul recognises that we are tempted in all these areas. Matthew points out that it is not only the doing of these acts but the thinking of these acts which are sins.

3. RELIGIOUS

a) idolatry ‑ eidoltria ‑ worship of things other than God

b) witchcraft ‑ pharmakeia ‑ this involved magic, astrology, séances and sorcery.

c) hatred ‑echtros ‑ this is unrestrained rage without a reason. You get so angry that no one can talk to you at all.


iv) strife ‑ eris ‑ contentiousness ‑ this is argumentation in regard to Bible teaching and spiritual matters. 

4 SOCIAL

a) jealousy ‑ zelos ‑ a bitter hatred towards another person who has something that you want. This is the father of all the other sins.

b) wrath ‑ thermos ‑ this is getting hot headed or flaring up. I f the person does not control the power of a hot temper they are under the power of the old sin nature and not the Holy Spirit. If you get this type of trouble at a church meeting you turn to the Word of God.


c) seditions ‑    ‑ this is faction forming

d) heresies ‑ this is one step forward from seditions and is a person who wishes to build on the factions. An example would be the KJV group. By separating on the basis of the KJV alone you have fallen into far more evil than is present in variations in the versions.


e) evil ‑ this is tied into jealousy eating away at the souls of people who harbour resentment.

5. PERSONAL

a) drunkenness ‑ methai ‑ drinking alcohol to excess is not a sickness it is a sin. It is an inherited weakness, if your father is an alcoholic you should not touch alcohol at all because it is a weakness in the family. Avoid places where you could be tempted. If you have a weakness towards alcoholism you must deal with it.

b) revellings ‑ jomoi ‑ which means hell raising, a person who cannot bear silence but has to be drowned in noise all the time. Their life is empty and has no purpose but as long as they party vigorously and run from function to function they do not have to worry about their sin and the pointlessness of their life. When you are tempted to sin think about the Lord. Paul now adds and such like which means that if he has not hit their particular weakness they should fill in the blanks.

6. We all have weaknesses and unless you are on guard you fall every time. You have to ascertain your weakness and set your guard against it. God's way is to walk in the Spirit that is the way to deal with it.

CHAPTER 64 - THE PEOPLE’S CALL FOR THE LORD TO COME DOWN

This is the prayer of the saints during the last years of the Great Tribulation. They know the Lord is coming, and they know the number of years, and even possibly the very number of days before he does come. I was taught by dispensational teachers that from the setting up of the idol of the Anti-Christ in the Tribulational Temple there will be three and one half years of terror before the Lord comes. Let us look more carefully than my teachers did. Daniel 9:24-27, 12:5-13, Matthew 24:4-31, 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12. 

Notice that there are specific time frames given for the actions that occur. Daniel 12:9 reminds us that the final meaning of these things awaits the time itself, so let us beware of being final and authoritative in our eschatological theologies here, for none will be sure until the actual days, for the events will make the interpretation of this passage plain only then. It will only be plain then, and then only to the worthy and spiritually wise, not to the wicked!  Daniel 12:10. 

Notice also that the 1290 days begin from the time of the ending of the daily sacrifices in the temple. At that time there is an image set up in the Temple, but the language is not clear, and we cannot go to the days of Antiochus Epiphanes to interpret the words of Daniel, for that was “an abomination”, but the Anti-Christ may set up something far more subtle than an overt idolatrous challenge to the God of Israel. Notice the words Daniel uses. “It makes desolate!” It makes all things desolate, or it makes all other religious faith desolate. The full nature of the idolatry here emerges only over time.
The Hebrew word here means, to make silent or quiet, to create desolation and astonishment. It may be an awesome thing that is set up, that is the “lying wonder” or great sign spoken of in Thessalonians. Whatever is set up will astonish all who see it, and render them speechless. It is clever religion, not obvious immoral paganism that is in view here. Antiochus was a megalomaniac and his challenge was met in blood by the Maccabees, but what is done here is far more powerful and effective and fools most of those who lack true biblical understanding. 

Daniel then mentions another time frame, and says that those who withstand the temptation and wait quietly for the Lord for 1335 days will be blessed by his coming. From the day the “wonder” is set up and the sacrifices cease the believers in the city and hills can know, that the Lord will arrive. It is a time frame that is just over three and one half years. 

The chapter we enter now is their prayer through this time, as they long for the Lord’s coming, and as they look out on a darkening world (Revelation 6ff), and see many die for their witness to the Lord. These are days like none before or after, and the prayers we are to read here will be sorrowfully made to the Lord seeking his coming with every fibre of their being. There is a forty five day difference between the two time lines. What will happen at the end of the 1290 days? Is it then that the false Christs appear? Matthew 24:23-26. 

The Lord’s coming is dramatic, and will not be missed. At most it appears to take one full day for the Lord to circle the earth, deal with the unbelievers and arrive at Jerusalem itself and enter the cleansed Temple. It may be that the Image in the temple is removed at the 1290 day point. Something happens that is Satan’s last ploy to try to suck in and draw out the hidden believers so that they can be killed, and many do not know enough of this part of the Bible and so are fooled and killed.  At that time believers who know the Word of God can apply these things into their situation and be safe.
Only those who go underground and resist all temptation to expose themselves, and also fight for these last forty five days alone are “blessed” and they get through alive to welcome the Lord’s arrival. Even though the wise believers of the time are counting down the days to the Lord’s arrival, they still experience the longing for his coming and these words we are about to read are their prayer through these terrible and dark days.
1  Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy presence,

The people know the inner distress of David’s Psalms as they wait and fight through this period. Psalms 18: 1-6. They cry out for deliverance from the Lord, they wait for the earthquakes that will come and they rejoice in them, for they see that the days are drawing closer by each shaking of the earth. Psalms 18:7-15. 

How can you rejoice in an earthquake? By knowing Bible doctrine! By seeing that it means the Lord has started to pour out the vials of his wrath upon the enemy, and that his people, in obedience to him, will be safe in the midst of it all. They know that they will sing the song of deliverance. Psalms 18:16ff. The song of this battle is Psalms 144:1-15.

The Lord is coming down and he is coming down in power and before his arrives he pours out the evidence that he is the creator and the re-arranger of this world. Satan’s people have tried to rule and destroy, but while they have been very destructive, they have been pathetic. They have not shaken the earth, nor put out the lights of the heavens. Micah 1:2-4, Habakkuk 3:1-13, Matthew 24:19-22, Revelation 16:1-21. 

It may be that it is in the last forty five days that the vials are poured out as the Lord’s words in Matthew 24:29-30 appear to indicate. These will be days that will bring such extreme terror, yet to those who correctly interpret the scriptures there is peace and calm in the midst of the great storms of judgment. Psalms 46:4-7, 68:7-8, 114:1-8, Amos 9:5-10, Nahum 1:3-8.

2  As when the melting fire burneth, the fire causeth the waters to boil, to make thy name known to thine adversaries, that the nations may tremble at thy presence!

The purpose of all the vials being poured out to judge the earth is that the unbelievers might know the one against whom they are arrayed in battle order. The Lord gives them enough time to repent and enough evidence of his superior power as the creator of the universe before he acts. There are at least forty five days during which time the vials are poured, and there is ample evidence from the Lord that he will end the dominion of the Anti-Christ before he does. 

When mountains melt and water boils in the rivers and lakes it is because of volcanic activity. The earthquakes are signs of greater and deeper disturbances in the earth’s crust and the unbelievers are in terror with good reason, but even then they refuse to accept their Lord. Psalms 9:20, 46:10, 48:4-8, 79:10, 83:13, 98:1-2, 99:1, 102:15-18, Ezekiel 38:18-23, Joel 3:14-16, Micah 7:15-17.

3  When thou didst terrible things which we looked not for, thou camest down, the mountains flowed down at thy presence.

When the Lord acted against the pagans there was shock by all, for the believers themselves hadn’t looked for such things to happen, and they were as amazed as the unbelievers at the power and finality of the Lord’s actions. They all should have expected these things for the Lord had done this in Moses’ day and all is set out clearly in Isaiah, Daniel, Zechariah, Matthew and Revelation, as we have seen. Exodus 34:10, Deuteronomy 4:32-34, 10:21, Judges 5:4-5, 2 Samuel 7:22-25, Psalms 65:5-8, 66:3-7, 68:8, 76:10-12, 105:26-45, Habakkuk 3:3-6. God is powerful and the nations at this time know it, but still they persist in their hatred and rebellion.   

4  For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside thee, what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him.

While the people of earth have been shocked at the judgments that fall, the prophet reminds us that we need to be more amazed at the grace, mercy, love and provisions provided for those who love the Lord. The Lord has given all to us and we need to give him glory for who he is and what he does. When facing the judgment of the Lord it is good to reflect upon his character, for then you do not err in fear, but stabilize yourself in praise. Psalms 31:19, 1 Corinthians 2:9-16, Ephesians 3:4-7, 14-21, Colossians 1:24-28, 1 Timothy 3:16, 1 John 3:1-3. 

God has prepared for us glorious things in Christ Jesus, and these provisions have been ready since before the world was made! John 14:1-4, Hebrews 11:16, 1 Peter 1:18-21. We wait upon the Lord”, when we rest in faith upon his promises and look for his deliverance. We are called to “wait upon the Lord” and so to receive his direction, not that of men. Genesis 49:18, Psalms 62:1-2, 130:5-7, Romans 8:19-25, 1 Corinthians 1:7-8, 1 Thessalonians 1:10, James 5:7-8. 

5  Thou meetest him that rejoiceth and worketh righteousness, those that remember thee in thy ways: behold, thou art wroth; for we have sinned: in those is continuance, and we shall be saved.

The Lord meets with those who love his name and serve him in holiness and deal with their neighbours in righteousness. The people had very specific instructions as to how to meet with God, and it centred in the altar of sacrifice, where they dealt with their sins and made commitment to dealing righteously with their neighbours. Exodus 20:24, 25:22, 29:42-44, 30:6, Hebrews 4:16. 

The Lord is however angry with the people of Isaiah’s generation due to their great and persistent sinning. The path is open to restore fellowship with them and recover blessing, but it is the path of the blood sacrifice, for the people must confront their sins before they will be heard by their God. Psalms 25:10-11, 37:3-7, 66:18. God meets those who are righteous in their dealings and truly seek his face, and he meets them in his time and his way to achieve his purposes. Acts 10:1-8, Philippians 3:13-17.  God is patient, but there are limits set for us upon this earth and we had better deal with the facts of our earthly life before we leave this place. Psalms 90:3-12.

6  But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.

Isaiah recognizes that the national sin has infected them all, and even himself takes that responsibility for the sins of the nation and comes before the Lord to confess the uncleanness that surrounds them. We have become lax regarding the evils of our land and do not see the stupidity of many of our actions, and the evil of ignoring the sexually explicit programs on our television. We have been infected by the evils of Hollywood and ought not to be so lax regarding these things. Psalms 51:3-6, Isaiah 6:5, 53:6, Romans 7:14-26. 

We are all as unclean as a menstrual cloth, or a soiled bandage. To pick such things the prophet underlines that the danger of all blood borne infections is only undone by the blood of Christ shed for us. We are cleansed in him alone. We are all like the leaves and grass of the fields; the sun rises and dries and kills them and they are blown away by the wind. We are fragile and soon to perish, yet we can all too often act as if we are forever. Psalms 90:5-6, Isaiah 40:6-8, James 1:9-11. It is too easy to forget the three score and ten years, Psalms 90:3-6, and act as if we can make our fortune and then take it with us! Jesus spoke directly to this foolishness as we have already seen. Luke 12:16-31.

7  And there is none that calleth upon thy name, that stirreth up himself to take hold of thee: for thou hast hid thy face from us, and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities.

The staggering thing to the prophet is that there is no action on the part of fallen men to deal with their need for relationship with their maker; they appear to think it doesn’t matter. Psalms 14:1-5, Isaiah 50:2-4, 59:16. It amazes the prophet that no-one has stirred themselves up to really seek after their God. It is still a source of amazement that men and women can be so determined to ignore the truth, and deceive themselves with things of no consequence instead of seeking after living relationship with the Lord their God. Deuteronomy 31:16-21, 32:1-43.  

8  But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand.

The first two words are great ones, “but now”. All things change when people confront the truth and deal with their sins. Isaiah 63:16. Now they have placed themselves in the hands of God as the potter and are ready to be remade as people that can reflect his glory rather than destroy themselves. Psalms 100:1-5, Jeremiah 18:1ff, Romans 9:20-24, Ephesians 2:10. 

Once people place themselves back in the potter’s hands they can be remade into vessels of service. This is the good news for all sinners; that the Lord can restore them to usefulness and they can be used again once they are remade by the Holy Spirit and the Lord. We need to be under the restorative hand of the Lord. In today’s world we speak of a career being ten years and then young executives are told to “reinvent themselves”. In Christ we are reinvented daily as we serve the living Saviour and allow him to go to work in all areas of our life. 

9  Be not wroth very sore, O LORD, neither remember iniquity for ever: behold, see, we beseech thee, we are all thy people. 10  Thy holy cities are a wilderness, Zion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation.

We rightly plead for the Lord not to punish us according to our sins, and the good news is he does not. Psalms 6:1-2, 38:1-10, 74:1-2, 79:5-9, Micah 7:18-20. The impact of the sins of the people is visible everywhere to the people of Isaiah’s day. They can see that the rebellion of the nation has brought terrible destruction. The wages of their sins have been death to so many and destruction all around them. Forty nine cities have fallen and their people killed or enslaved. Lamentations 1:1-4, 2:1-8, 3:22-25, 5:15-22, Micah 3:12. It is a terrible thing to fall under the judgment of the mighty God; to have ignored grace too long. Isaiah 42:13-18.

11  Our holy and our beautiful house, where our fathers praised thee, is burned up with fire: and all our pleasant things are laid waste.

The destruction of the Temple itself is over 120 years away, but in vision Isaiah see it here. He weeps in advance for what Jeremiah will see in that day in reality. Isaiah feels the great sorrow of a man who realizes that the sins of his people has brought their glory to ashes. Psalms 74:5-23, Jeremiah 52:12-14, Ezekiel 7:16-27, 24:20-24. Those who heard the words of Isaiah did however repent of their sins and did the right things before their God, and so they were saved. 2 Chronicles 29:20-36. Hezekiah repented, but his son followed evil and his final descendent upon the throne was a young man like Manasseh and did great evil, and so the kingdom and temple fell, just as Isaiah had foreseen. God had warned and warned, and in grace forestalled judgment for 120 more years (three generations of forty years), but finally they paid for their continued rebellion. Ezra completes the story at the end of Chronicles. 2 Chronicles 35:11-23.

12  Wilt thou refrain thyself for these things, O LORD? wilt thou hold thy peace, and afflict us very sore?

Isaiah’s appeal to the fatherly love of God for his people is heart felt, but because of the rebellion of the next three generations it will be unable to be answered positively by God; for he has waited as long as he can for these people. The sadness of this verse underlines the sadness of God’s judgment of his own when we rebel against his holy standards. 1 Peter 4:17-19. 

When under this level of pressure, we must be obedient to the command of the Lord to cast all our cares upon the Lord for he cares for us. 1Peter 5:6-7. The people of this day and the days of the exile, all cried out to the Lord for deliverance, and terrible though it was, the Babylonian captivity eliminated their worship of idols permanently. Psalms 10:1, 79:5, 80:1-4, 83:1, 89:46-52, Zechariah 1:12. As they cast their burdens upon their God, as they do real business with God over their sins, they receive the answer that holy faith receives; the people see the deliverance of the Lord.

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
As pressure situations put the squeeze on us what is truly within us comes out, and it is often sin and evil. As pressure situations come into our life we are called to do business with God our Lord, confess our sins, purify our hearts, and feed our spirit with the holy Word more than ever before, and so we position ourselves in the place where the Holy Spirit can lift us up and deliver us. Believer let us do business with our God, deal with our sins, and the secret evil thoughts and intents of the heart and so prepare ourselves for greater service of our God. Hebrews 4:12.

2. 
Faith is not incompatible with longing for deliverance, it is only incompatible with fear that deliverance will not come. The people of Isaiah’s day long for the deliverance of the Lord, and they pray earnestly for the Lord’s coming, and even though they have the days to count down their prayers are honoured by the Lord, for he wants us to long for him, as a lover wants their beloved to be always thinking of them and longing to be with them. Do we love the Lord and long for fellowship with him like this? This is our challenge today, as all throughout history; do we love him?

3. 
God leaves all men without excuse during this period, for he pours his wrath in such a way that there is hope for salvation, even to the end. Let us praise the God of mercy, for it continues forever, and all men will recognize that he was just in all his dealings with unsaved men and women.

4. 
We are called, like Isaiah, to pray for our corrupt and pagan governments; to pray for their salvation, and to pray for their enlightenment, in order that they may rise up to praise God and follow his laws. Let us make confession on the part of our nations, and pray to be used to deliver our friends and neighbours.

5. 
Have you praised the Lord today believer, that he has not dealt with you in accordance with your sins? Have you praised him for his on-going grace, mercy and love, in spite of your slowness to follow his Word? We have a loving God and he gives us all things we need to serve him; let us rejoice in our adversity, for he will deliver us in order for us to serve him further. While we are alive there is a task to be completed, and there will be the provision of the Lord to undertake it. 

Do we have idols that need to be passed over to the Lord? Do we have thing sin our life that we have clung to that are not part of his plan for our life? Let us pass them over now and ready ourselves for his service for the next week of our short lives here. We are here to serve, and so, like Isaiah’s generation and Paul’s, let us cast off anything that slows us down or hinders our service. 2 Timothy 2:3-10.

Finish the study of this chapter by studying the three doctrines there under the category of CHRISTIAN LIFE – SERVICE [see page 34], and also, MODEL SERVANT [see below] , and then CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SOLDIER.[see page 70]

TOPICS

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SERVICE – MODEL SERVANT

1. The unnamed servant in (Genesis 24) is the picture of the model servant as well as a type of the work of the Holy Spirit.

2. The model servant does not pre-empt his master (v2-9).  We should wait upon the Lord and not run ahead of time.

3. The model servant goes where he is sent (v4,10).  We should be in the geographical will of God.

4. The model servant does nothing else. God has specific tasks for every believer to perform. We should concentrate on our own area and not get sidetracked.

5. The model servant is prayerful and thankful. We should always realise where our power comes from and not get proud when we have spiritual blessings and prosperity.

6. The model servant is keen to succeed (v 17-18, 21). We should be keen to evangelise (Romans 1:14-16).

7. The model servant speaks not of himself but of his master. Who and what we are is not important, who and what Christ is of the greatest importance (v 22, 34-36).

8. The model servant presents the true issue and requires a clear decision. [v49]  We should present the gospel and other doctrine clearly and expect results.

CHAPTER 65 - THE SALVATION OF THE GENTILES AND THE NEW CREATION.

Jerusalem will be trodden down of the Gentiles until the end but even through this great time frame of judgment the Lord remains on the throne of grace and his plan is unfolding even now. The Church has had more time so far than Israel had in all it’s history till this point. Israel’s last thousand years will however be more blessed than any beforehand. Isaiah stands amazed as he hears the words of the Lord relating to the salvation of the Gentile nations. 

The exile itself is going to see the salvation of the very king who destroys the Temple itself, and then the salvation of many in the Persian Empire that replaces him. The doors of blessing open towards the world from these days here onwards. God brings blessing out of cursing; glory from the ashes of the disobedient city.

1  I am sought of them that asked not for me; I am found of them that sought me not: I said, Behold me, behold me, unto a nation that was not called by my name.

There is salvation above and beyond the hopes and dreams of the people of Isaiah’s day. They see that there is salvation for all and stand amazed at how God has brought it about. Psalms 22:25-27, Isaiah 2:2-3, 11:9-10, 55:4-7, Hosea 1:10, Zechariah 2:11, 8:22-23, Romans 9:19-33, 10:18-21, Ephesians 2:11-13, 1 Peter 2:10. 

There is, under the moving of the Holy Spirit, positive volition on the parts of many around the world, from these days and until then end. Many are found and many are transformed by the same power and love that found us. They are people who did not even know what they were looking for, but sought the truth, and they found it in Christ. None who seek the Lord will be left without finding him. Matthew 6:33, 7:7, Luke 11:9. 

2  I have spread out my hands all the day unto a rebellious people, which walketh in a way that was not good, after their own thoughts;

The Lord holds out his hands to appeal to the people, and has done so all through their history. Proverbs 1:22-24. The Lord has persisted in holding out his hands in grace, mercy and love, but the people have been determined to walk after their own hearts, not God their maker’s, and they have chosen a path that was not good. The Lord himself echoes these words as he overlooks Jerusalem on two occasions. Luke 13:34-35, 19:41-44, Romans 10:16-21. 

The issue throughout scripture is the issue of volition; men and women are responsible for their individual choices, and none can argue “predestination” as their defence, for it is no defence, for there is no determinism in the plan that forces any person to exercise a choice against their will. Psalms 36:2-4, Proverbs 16:29-30, James 1:13-15, 4:7-8. God provided for his people constant challenges to recall their responsibility to exercise their free will in accordance with the divine will. Numbers 15:37-41, Deuteronomy 29:18-21, Psalms 81:11-13, Jeremiah 3:17, 4:14, 7:23-24.

3  A people that provoketh me to anger continually to my face; that sacrificeth in gardens, and burneth incense upon altars of brick;

They were a people that were constantly provoking the Lord their God to anger and outrage at their idolatrous actions. They never stopped compromising with evil; they continually offered prayers and burned incense on the altars of foreign gods. They “covered their bets”, and refused to give themselves solely to their God. Deuteronomy 32:15-21, 2 Kings 17:14-23, Jeremiah 32:27-41. God seeks our total allegiance and will allow for no second options; for we are to have faith in him alone. Exodus 20:1-7. 

4  Which remain among the graves, and lodge in the monuments, which eat swine's flesh, and broth of abominable things is in their vessels;

They got involved in pagan practises that were inherently defiling. They practised witchcraft in the graveyards, they stayed inside the tombs and temples of the pagan deities, they ate pig meat and broths made with blood and other forbidden things, and they used their cooking vessels to cook things forbidden. Leviticus 11. They broke all the rules of kosher that were designed to keep them separate from their pagan neighbours. 

All contact with dead bodies rendered a person unclean for seven days. Numbers 19:14-22. Sin and death were linked and the taboo over touching the dead unless absolutely required for burial was to remind the people that God’s curse upon sin was death and they were not to play around with the curse, but to live holy lives and thereby position themselves to be a part of the new creation where death was abolished. To care for the dead was an act of real sacrificial service, for it made the person unable to partake of regular services of worship for the full seven days afterwards. Matthew 27:57-60, Luke 23:56-54.

5  Which say, Stand by thyself, come not near to me; for I am holier than thou. These are a smoke in my nose, a fire that burneth all the day.

These people were secretly disobedient to the Mosaic Law and broke all the commandments, yet they had a fake spirituality, and an arrogance and superiority towards all others and would not touch them, or even let them approach close by. Matthew 9:11-13, Luke 5:30, 7:37-50, 15:2, 18:9-14. God hates hypocrisy and arrogance above all else. Proverbs 6:16-19. These people can forget being heard by the Lord, for their evil speaks louder than their long prayers, and their hypocrisy revolts the Lord. Proverbs 10:26-27, 16:5-6, Isaiah 1:10-20, Amos 5:21-24, James 4:6, 1 Peter 5:5.  

6  Behold, it is written before me: I will not keep silence, but will recompense, even recompense into their bosom,

“It is written”. The Lord’s policy is settled and sure, and there is no compromise with the standards of the living God. The Lord does not overlook sin, he wants it dealt with, and he wants it dealt with his way by his people. There is nothing that is not recorded in the Lord’s book and all will be the basis of judgment or reward in the end. Deuteronomy 32:34-36, Psalms 56:8-11, Malachi 3:16, Revelation 20:12-13. The Lord will recompense everyone for their deeds, and they will all receive their own payment for what they have done in this life, and it will be into their own bosom! There will be no escape from the justice of God. Psalms 50:1-6, 21-23, 79:12, Joel 3:1-5.

7  Your iniquities, and the iniquities of your fathers together, saith the LORD, which have burned incense upon the mountains, and blasphemed me upon the hills: therefore will I measure their former work into their bosom.

The people who have worshipped foreign gods on the hills must face the full consequences for their actions, and they must accept the justice of the Lord for these things. Psalms 106:6-7, Matthew 23:29-36. They had not initially turned away from God; they had simply added their pagan preferences in on top of genuine worship, but over time the fake squeezed out the true. Just as the bad apple always makes the good apples bad, just so the fake in religious worship destroys the true over time, and all man is left with is their fake faith. 

8  Thus saith the LORD, As the new wine is found in the cluster, and one saith, Destroy it not; for a blessing is in it: so will I do for my servants' sakes, that I may not destroy them all.

In the midst of the destruction of the guilty the innocent and righteous are protected by the grace and mercy of God. Our job is to rest in the Lord and to walk humbly before our God. Our job is also to be fruitful, as a sweet and full bunch of grapes ready to be made into the choicest wine. Amos 9:8-9, Matthew 24:22, Mark 13:20, Romans 9:25-29, 11:5-6, 23-27. The Lord’s promise to Israel in the terrible year of 701 BC was that they would survive and prosper before him and be blessed and a blessing forever. In the midst of judgment there is blessing. 

9  And I will bring forth a seed out of Jacob, and out of Judah an inheritor of my mountains: and mine elect shall inherit it, and my servants shall dwell there.

The seed of Jacob will come, the hope of Israel will come to this battered city and one day rule over it. Refer to the topical study on CHRIST – SEED. Isaiah 11:1-16, 27:6. The concept of seed reminds us of the demand for fruitfulness on the part of the Lord, and the fact that he will bring in fruitfulness for the land finally. Jeremiah 31:36-38, 33:14-26, Ezekiel 36:8-15, 37:21-28, 39:25-29, Amos 9:11-15, Obadiah 17-21, Zephaniah 3:20, Zechariah 14:16-21.

10  And Sharon shall be a fold of flocks, and the valley of Achor a place for the herds to lie down in, for my people that have sought me.

The two plain areas are very fruitful today, as they were then; the one lying on the western side by the Mediterranean, and the other of the eastern border, by the Jordan, on both sides of the land. Both sides of the land are fruitful when the Messiah comes and brings peace and plenty. Ezekiel 34:11-16.

11  But ye are they that forsake the LORD, that forget my holy mountain, that prepare a table for that troop, and that furnish the drink offering unto that number.

There is blessing for all who come through to the feasts of the Lord, after his victory, but there will be no feasting for those who have feasted with the pagan gods in this day. Many here with Isaiah had spread their festive tables to celebrate the pagan gods and invited all their fellow devotees to join with them. They had violated all the rules for the holy people and joined themselves to paganism. They had tried to enjoy all things and so they robbed themselves of the greatest enjoyment, which is to rejoice in the Lord. Deuteronomy 32:17, Isaiah 57:3-11, 1 Corinthians 10:19-22.  

12  Therefore will I number you to the sword, and ye shall all bow down to the slaughter: because when I called, ye did not answer; when I spake, ye did not hear; but did evil before mine eyes, and did choose that wherein I delighted not. 13  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, my servants shall eat, but ye shall be hungry: behold, my servants shall drink, but ye shall be thirsty: behold, my servants shall rejoice, but ye shall be ashamed:

The choice may be to enjoy now and suffer later, or go without now and enjoy more later. This is a common principle that even the unbelievers understand in relationship to alcohol usage, and eating too much food. The principle here is more powerful, for it reminds us that we are all facing the choices in this life that have consequences that go into the next. If man chooses to enjoy this life and ignore spiritual things then they will suffer loss in eternity, and they will experience the shame then. 

If a person ignores the truth, then they cannot complain when the lies they have followed bite them in the end. Zechariah 7:7-13, Matthew 21:33-44, Luke 16:19-31. I see many foolish people in my clinic who have refused to exercise, have eaten bad foods and drunk too much alcohol and then complain about their bad health. If you get diabetes or heart disease because of poor self discipline then it is you who are responsible for the symptoms, and the remedy remains in your own hands if you will take it.  

14  Behold, my servants shall sing for joy of heart, but ye shall cry for sorrow of heart, and shall howl for vexation of spirit.

God’s servants always sing glory to him and rejoice in their Lord. The person who does not lift up their voice in praise to Almighty God does not know him, nor honour him. Psalms 66:1-4, 81:1, 95:1-2, 98:4-8, 100:1, Galatians 5:22, James 5:13. The two eternal states are contrasted; the state of joy in the Spirit that is the lot of the believer who loves their Lord and God, and the sorrow and frustrations of the unbeliever who has rejected their only source of lasting joy.   

15  And ye shall leave your name for a curse unto my chosen: for the Lord GOD shall slay thee, and call his servants by another name:

To be known as a noble man like “David” or a truly courageous man like “Paul” is a great thing, but to be known as a man like Nero, or Balaam is to be identified with a curse. This is the idea behind this verse. We are to be known as people of blessing and our heroes are the blessed of the Lord. We are to be as far away from evil as we can be, and never to celebrate nor admire any evil person. The names of the evil are to be a curse to us, and their reputation a reminder to avoid all evil. We are not as careful in these matters as we ought to be in our day. Proverbs 10:7, Zechariah 8:13, 1 Peter 2:9-10.

16  That he who blesseth himself in the earth shall bless himself in the God of truth; and he that sweareth in the earth shall swear by the God of truth; because the former troubles are forgotten, and because they are hid from mine eyes.

Even today men say, “may the Lord bless you”, or simply “bless you”. They indicate by this, not that they have the power to bless another person, but that their prayer is for the Lord’s blessing upon that individual. We are blessed in and through our relationship with God in Christ Jesus and as we receive the ministries of the Holy Spirit. Man “blesses himself” only in Christ Jesus; it is living fellowship with the Saviour God that blesses man. Psalms 31:4-7, 72:17-19, 86:15. Refer to the two topical studies below, CHRISTIAN LIFE – BLESSED IN HEAVENLY PLACES IN CHRIST JESUS, and also BLESSING OF THE BELIEVER. Also refer to the studies on the HOLY SPIRIT – MINISTRIES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT [see page 41] and also the studies on MINISTRIES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT [see page 22]. 

The joy and challenge of this verse is that we may be blessed now and forever, if we make the right choices. True blessedness upon the earth is not the so called “prosperity gospel’s” monetary blessing, for that does not last into eternity. The real blessedness possible in time that lasts is spiritual production in the life in service for the king and his people, with the fruit of the spirit now, and eternal rewards forever. Jeremiah 4:2, 10:10, John 1:14-18, 14:1-6. 

It is only in Christ Jesus that the “former troubles” of our life are forgotten or forgiven, or both. It is only God who can finally wipe away all tears from our eyes and restore our soul to peace. It is only the one who rules the universe who can give us the meaning and purpose behind it all, and show us how he has woven the web of history together for his glory and our eternal blessing. Isaiah 12:1, 35:10, Zephaniah 3:14-17. These people have come through a time of great trouble, but the time of Jacob’s trouble to come will be even greater, however the Lord’s power is not reduced over time, and he delivers them at that time into a reign of glory upon the earth itself. Daniel 12:1ff, Revelation 7:17, 21:4.

17  For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.

As we have already seen the Millennial Kingdom is only the beginning of glory, for it is the ending of the history of this universe, the ending of time and space, and the entry at the end into a new heavens and a new earth, that is well beyond the capacity of limited man now to fully comprehend. The present universe is described as being “tired” and worn out like an old garment, and it is folded away, and replaced by an altogether new thing. The unbelievers are folded away within the old and have no place in the new. Those great prophets who get a glimpse of the new creation speak in poetic language of it, for ordinary descriptions fall short of what they see. Psalms 102:25-26, Isaiah 51:6, 16, 66:22, Ezekiel 40:1ff, 2 Peter 3:10-13, Revelation 21:1ff.

Isaiah’s content from here on covers both the millennial time frame and eternity, with the new heavens and the new earth, in a mixed presentation. The details he glimpses here are further clarified and distinguished between by later revelation. Remember, that he is the first to have these things revealed to him and like the details of the first and second advents, he combines things together due to his perspective from this far back, before the first events set up the reference points to distinguish things further. As we have seen above, it will only be in the midst of the Great Tribulation period that the people will receive further clarification of time frames and events, as they see events unfold and identify the reference points for them at that time. 

18  But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy.

The only city that exists in both universes is Jerusalem, although the New Jerusalem is more a giant space station than a city upon the earth. It’s description is literally “out of this world”. Nothing like this has ever been seen by man except on a Star Wars movie in recent times. Revelation 21:16. The city is made of a transparent substance that the apostle John compares to precious stones and it is a cube shaped mass 1500 miles across in every direction! Pause and reflect upon this for a minute and see that what John glimpsed was well beyond the imagination of a man of his day, and was truly overwhelming in size and appearance. It is described in terms of space, but is well beyond what man can comprehend even now. 

Let us be humbled here and recognize that what we see now is a pale imitation of what is to come in Christ Jesus. The New Jerusalem is created “a rejoicing” and her people are people of joy. With sin, death and disease gone forever there is nothing to make men sad or bad, and all are able to live in the blessedness that God intends for each of us. Revelation 22:3-5. Let us worship him now in truth and joy, and get a glimpse every day of this reality through our worship and the work of the Holy Spirit within us. Psalms 67:3-7, 96:9-13, 98:1-9. 

The restored Jerusalem of the Millennial Kingdom will also be a place of joy and rejoicing, as the nations flock to her for a thousand years to worship the king there, so we have the three phases of Jerusalem. The first period of her glory is her glory as the centre of worship under Solomon and later the second temple to which the Lord of glory came. The second phase of increased glory is the Millennial Temple being functional with the Lord upon the throne there and the whole city existing for the worship of the world. Both these periods last around about one thousand years. The third glory of Jerusalem is the eternal Jerusalem, the 1500 mile cube of glory that becomes the centre of the new earth’s worship and lasts forever.

19  And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying.

There is nothing but joy for the Lord in that new creation. Sin and it’s flow on consequences has grieved the Lord, but once it is gone forever, with it’s author in the Lake of Fire, there is nothing and no-one to create any more pain. Psalms 95:10, 139:21, Mark 3:5, Hebrews 3:10-17, Revelation 20:14-15, 21:8. All sin grieves the holy character of God and we are told to resist sin because it grieves the Spirit within us. Ephesians 4:25-30, 6:10-12, James 4:7, 1 Peter 5:8-9, Revelation 12:11. All tears are washed away in the new creation, for there is no more curse, and the memory of it, and the old creation it sullied, fades with the thankful praise for the glory of the one who abolished it. Revelation 21:3-4. 

20  There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days: for the child shall die an hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be accursed.

This verse tells us that the prophet is here describing the Millennial kingdom rather than the New Heavens and the new earth for he speaks of death, which is not relevant in eternity. The blessing of longevity is one of those through that period, with people living the same life cycles of the pre-flood world. Genesis 5:1-32, Deuteronomy 4:39-40, Job 5:26, Psalms 34:12. 

During this period there will still be judgment and death will still be present upon the old earth, for it’s abolishment awaits the new heaven and the new earth. Those who die early die under judgment for some form of rebellion or disobedience, and the sad thing is the Millennial ends with a rebellion by the Gog Magog national group of peoples who try to destroy the Jews for the last time but are themselves eliminated. Ezekiel 38-39, Revelation 20:7-10.

21  And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. 22  They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and another eat: for as the days of a tree are the days of my people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands.

There will be great blessing upon the whole earth in the Millennial days, and none will lose their homes to another, and all who plant their fruit trees will harvest from them. The trees will live long and bear great fruit, and the people will live and enjoy their trees and their houses under the blessing of the Lord. The only judgment comes when men disobey the Lord, or ignore his instruction to come up to Jerusalem and worship him. The joy of the Lord is their strength, their source of blessing and their security in that day. The judgment over Israel down the centuries was that they had insecurity, but in the Millennial Kingdom there will be security from the Lord himself. Deuteronomy 28:30-38, Judges 6:1-6, compared with Psalms 92:12-15, Jeremiah 31:1-7.  

23  They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for they are the seed of the blessed of the LORD, and their offspring with them. 24  And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear.

The great suffering of the people down the ages stemmed from their sins and their rejection of the truth of their heavenly father’s words for them. They laboured, but in vain, they reaped but others stole their goods from them. They complained to the Lord, but they had in fact reaped what they themselves had sowed in their rejection of the holy standards of the Lord. Leviticus 26:1-39, Deuteronomy 28:1-68. Repentance was required to turn things around. Leviticus 26:40ff. 

Repentance and restoration bring back their covenant blessing as God’s chosen people; the true seed of Abraham. Genesis 12:1-2, 17:6-8, Psalms 115:12-16, Jeremiah 32:38-41, Zechariah 10:8-9, 12. Romans 4:16-25. It is by faith that we all enter the blessedness prepared for us from before the foundation of the earth itself. The true seed of Abraham are all those who have the faith that Abraham expressed and live as he did, in love and obedience to their God. Romans 9:6-8, Galatians 3:6-9, 26-29.

Prayers are answered by the Lord, but even before we speak the Lord knows the thoughts and intents of our hearts ad the answer is there in heaven waiting for our prayer to appropriate it. Before we speak God has answered, for from before time he knew our needs and has made provision for all things. Refer to the topical studies on POWER and also on PRAYER, for it connects us with the power and provision of God. Psalms 32:5, 50:13-14, 91:14-16, Daniel 9:20-23, 10:10-12, Mark 11:24, Acts 10:30-33, 12:5-16, 1 John 5:14-15. 

25  The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be the serpent's meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the LORD.

This verse also covers conditions in the Millennial Kingdom. There is a turning around of the created order of things, with carnivorous activity ceasing, and all the animals living together without fear of each other. The carnivores eat like the herbivores and the serpents act like worms, and are no threat to man or beast. Just as through salvation man is transformed now, just so the animal kingdom is transformed and all things are made new then. Isaiah 11:6-10, 35:8-10, Titus 3:3-7. 

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
Millennial blessings are described here and for too many today these things are a bit out of their frame of reference. There is so much ignorance of eternal things amongst God’s people that it is shameful. So many have never heard any preaching at all upon this subject and they ought to have, for this is the hope of the people of God. We need to gain additional perspective on the troubles of time by reflection upon these blessed times to come. God will be victorious and his plan will work out; hallelujah!

2. 
We are the seed of Abraham if we live as Abraham lived; by grace through faith in love and appreciation for his creator. Let us be challenged by the Word of God to live by faith as our father Abraham did.

3. 
Let us beware of provoking the Lord to grief and then anger due to our persistent patterns of sin and evil. Let us be aware that the sins in our minds and actions defile us and grieve the Lord who died for us. Let us resist temptation far stronger than we often do. The Lord sees our hearts and our actions, for there is nothing hidden from him. Let us stop fooling ourselves and start living obediently before our God.

4. 
Let us remember the grace and mercy of the Lord, for in his grace there is forgiveness for sins and also protection in the midst of difficult and troublesome times. We are safe in the Lord’s plan for our lives and in no other place.  Let us walk prayerfully through this dangerous earth, recognizing that there is no danger in the plan of God, but danger for us if we walk according to the flesh at any time. No believer need be fearful of dying one minute too soon if they are walking according to the Lord’s will for their life. In obedience there is security in the midst of suicide bombers or any other satanic device. 

5. 
Where do we want our blessing, and what sort of blessings do we want? Many today follow their lusts and they lead directly to the “prosperity gospel” with it’s emphasis upon houses, cars, money, jewellery; all of which perish with this world. The blessings we are urged to seek are spiritual and eternal, and bring glory to God forever. Our physical wealth perishes with this world and does not bring glory to God unless it is poured out in giving to his work, but our spiritual blessings are a source of rejoicing in this world and the next.

TOPICS
CHRIST: - SEED – CHRIST THE SEED

Jesus is said to be:

1. The woman's seed. (Genesis 3:15; Matthew 1:18; Hebrews 2:14,15; Revelation 12:1-6)

2. Abraham's seed. (Genesis 12:2,3; 22:18; 26:4; Matthew 1:1; Acts 3:25,26; Galatians 3:8,16)

3. Isaac's seed. (Genesis 21:12; Romans 9:7; Galatians 4:28)

4. Jacob's seed. (Genesis 28:14; Matthew 1:2)

5. Judah's seed. (Genesis 49:10; Hebrews 7:14; Revelation 5:5)

6. Jesse's seed. (Isaiah 11:1, Matthew 1:6; Luke 3:32)

7. David's seed. (Psalm 89:3-4; 35-37; 2 Samuel 7:12-13; Revelation 3:7; 22:16; 2 Timothy 2:8; 1 Kings 9:5)

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  BLESSED IN HEAVENLY PLACES IN CHRIST

1. Believers are said to be blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ (Ephesians 1:3).

2. The same Greek word is used in (John 3:12) where the word 'things' is mentioned.

3. The heavenlies is the area of the believer's spiritual experience as identified with Christ in various ways:-

a) Divine nature (2 Peter 1:4)

b) Life (Colossians 3:4; 1 John 5:12)

c) Relationships (John 20:17; Hebrews 2:11)

d) Inheritance (Romans 6:16,17)

e) Service (John 17:18; Matthew 28:20)

f) Suffering (Philippians 1:29; 3:10; Colossians 1:24)

g) Future glory (Romans 8:18-21; 1 Peter 2:9; Revelation 1:6; 5:10).

4. The believer is a heavenly man and a stranger or pilgrim on the earth. (Hebrews 3:1,1 Peter 2:11).

5. The believer is an ambassador from Heaven. (2 Corinthians 5:20).

CHRISTIAN LIFE – BLESSING OF THE BELIEVER

1. Scripture views blessing as a sense of "peace and happiness". Peace (eirene) in the New Testament means both inner tranquillity of soul and great prosperity of Life. This is Paul’s prayer for all believers that they might know the blessing of true God given prosperity. Romans 1:7, 1Corinthians 1:3, 2Corinthians 1:2, Galatians 1:3, Colossians 1:2, Ephesians 1:2, Philippians 1:2, 1Thessalonians 1:1, 2Thessalonians 1:2, 1Timothy 1:2, 2Timothy 1:2, Titus 1:4, Philemon 3

2. To be spiritually minded is peace, (Romans 8:6), i.e. to be thinking as God would have us think. Peace means contentment, tranquillity and spiritual prosperity in life. Paul uses this prayer as a greeting in many of his letters. It is similar to the Hebrew greeting, Shalom, which implies peace and prosperity.
3. Blessing comes by giving God and His righteousness first place. The details of life such as money, house, car, job, marriage partner are then able to be sorted out correctly. Matthew 6:31-34, 1Corinthians 10:13, cf.  Philippians 4:11. 

4. Believers should not have it as their aim in Life to be the richest person in the cemetery. Luke 12:16-21. Having eyes on money first is a foolish thing. Matthew 6:21 cf. James 5:1-6. Godliness and contentment are God's will for your life, irrespective of wealth or possessions (1 Timothy 6:6-12)
5. Our intimate relationship with Jesus Christ is our treasure (2 Corinthians 4:6-7).

6. We have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in Christ - we share everything that He is (Ephesians 1:3)

7. God often uses material blessings to accompany spiritual blessing (3 John 2).  However, we are to be content in all circumstances (Philippians 4:11-13)

8. Blessings from God include such things as:

a) Peace (Psalm 29:11)

b) Comfort (Matthew 5:4)

c) Riches (Proverbs 10:22)

d) Rain (Ezekiel 34:26)

9. The believers who enjoy God's blessings are:

a) Righteous (Psalm 5:12)

b) Just (Proverbs 3:33)

c) Faithful (Proverbs 28:20)

d) Pure in heart (Psalm 24:4,5)

10. God's blessings are secured by:

a) Delighting in His Word (Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:1 -3)

b) Obeying the Word (Deuteronomy 28:1,2; James 1:25)

c) Teaching from the Word (Psalm 94:12; Hebrews 12:5-11)

d) Kindness to Jews (Genesis 12:3; Psalm 122:6).

e) Generosity (Proverbs 11:26; Malachi 3:10)

f) Walking in God's way (Psalm 128:1-4)

g) Prayer (James 5:16).

11. There are blessings in the book of the Revelation for those who

a) those who heed the words of the book - 1:3, 22:7

b) those who die in the Lord - 14:13

c) those who are alert in the Tribulation regarding the Second Advent  16:15

d) those who attend the marriage supper of the Lamb - 19:9

e) those who are part of the first resurrection - 20:6

f) those who as believers will have eternal blessings in heaven. - 22:14 

POWER

1. Five Greek words for power.

a) Dunamis - from which we get dynamite - inherent power.

b) Energes - from which we get energy - operational power.

c) Kratos - part of our word autocratic - ruling power.

d) lscuous - endowed power.

e) Exhusios - authoritative power or authority.

2. God's power is available to all believers.

a) God the Father's power. (1 Peter 1:5)

b) God the Son's power (2 Corinthians 12:9, 10)

c) God the Holy Spirit's power. (Acts 1:8)

d) The power of the Word. (Hebrews 4:12)

e) Kingdom of God power. (1 Corinthians 4:20)

PRAYER

1. We may know the provision of God but we must communicate with Him in order to obtain this provision.

a) Prayer is the believer's means of communicating with God.

b) The Bible is God's way of communicating with man.

2. Promises Involving Prayer

a) Matthew 21:22 We should ask believing.

b) Matthew 18:19 The power of corporate prayer.

c) Psalm 116:1, 2 God is always available to hear our prayer.

d) Isaiah 65:24 God will answer while we are yet praying.

e) Matthew 7:7 We are commanded to pray.

f) John 14:13-14 We can ask for anything in His name.

g) Philippians 4:6 The prayer should be with thanksgiving.

h) 1 Thessalonians 5:17 We should pray without ceasing.

i) Hebrews 4:16 We can come boldly to the throne of Grace.

3. Prayer Divided into 4 Segments

a) Confession of sins (1 John 1:9)

b) Thanksgiving (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

c) Intercession for others (Ephesians 6:18)

d) Petitions for one's own needs (Hebrews 4:16)

4.  Power of Prayer

a) Individual - Elijah and the burnt offering (1 Kings 18:36-39)

b) Corporate - the release of Peter from prison (Acts 12:1-18)

5.  One Prayer that could not be Answered The prayer of our Lord on the Cross (Psalm 22:1-18)

6.  To Whom are Prayers Addressed?

a) Directed to the Father - (Matthew 6:5-9) 

b) In the name of the Son - (Hebrews 7:25)

c) In the power of the Spirit - (Romans 8:26-27)

The Son (Jesus) and Spirit are interceding for us.

7.  Prayers can be Divided into Petition and Desire

a) Petition - What you ask God for (e.g. a new car).

b) Desire - The desire behind the petition (e.g. happiness because you have a new car).

8.  Four Possible Combinations

a) Petition answered - Desire not answered.  Psalm 106:15 - The quails of the Exodus generation.  1 Samuel 8:5 - A King to reign over Israel.

b) Petition not answered - Desire answered. Genesis 18:23 - The preservation of Sodom.  2 Corinthians 12:7 - Removal of the thorn in Paul's side.

c) Petition answered - Desire answered.  1 Kings 18:36-37 - Elijah requests fire for the offering.  Luke 23:42 -The penitent thief's prayer.  Type c) represents the perfect prayer.

d) Petition not answered - Desire not answered.  Type d) unanswered prayer has 8 main reasons which are shown in paragraph 9.

9.  Reasons for Unanswered Prayer

a) Lack of belief (Matthew 21:22)

b) Selfishness (James 4:3)

c) Unconfessed sin (Psalm 66:18)

d) Lack of compassion (Proverbs 21:13)

e) Pride and self righteousness (Job 35:12-13)

f) Lack of filling of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:18)

g) Lack of obedience (1 John 3:22)

h) Not in the Divine will (1 John 5:14)

Most of the reasons for unanswered prayer, is some form of sin in the life, which can be solved by confession of known sins as per paragraph 3 a) under the concept of  1John 1:9.

10.  Intercessory Prayer

a) This is one of the four factors in a prayer, which are:-

i) Confession of sins

ii) Thanksgiving

iii) Intercession

iv) Own needs.

b) The power of intercessory prayer is taught in (1 Kings 18:42-46) the principle being found in (James 5:16-18)

c) The power of prevailing prayer is shown in (Acts 12)

d) The prayer for the unbeliever (Romans 10:1)

e) Prayer for an unknown believer (Colossians 1:3-11)

f) Prayer for the known believer (Ephesians 1:15-23)

CHAPTER 66 - THE LORD IS ON HIS THRONE NOW AND FOREVER

The Book ends appropriately with the Lord on his throne. The entire period of time covered by this book underlines the need to have faith that the Lord is on his throne, and it ends affirming that ad speaking of the correct attitude of mankind towards this fact. This chapter speaks of the glory of God and the humility of saved mankind. We can over emphasize the “boldness” with which we approach the Throne of Grace, Hebrews 4:14-16. We can forget that the throne of God is a throne of mercy, and we certainly need that aspect of the mighty character of God to meet us and welcome our petition. 

Refer to the doctrinal study of HUMILITY, and begin the final chapter of this book with that topical study that will set the theme for how we end this mighty book. Let us refine our own heart and mind as we enter this chapter and bow before the Lord on his throne, and express again not just our gratitude, but our own spirit of meekness and humility; our own readiness to suffer wrong without desire to do wrong, and our own acceptance of the plan of God for our lives, so that we rejoice in him always, and rest in his provisions for us in the midst of the adversities that are a part of the plan for our life. 

I enter this chapter still (2005-2013) without a clear answer to the great pressure situation the Lord has placed me under through this time of writing and revision, but confident in the Lord’s answer in his time.  I am resting in the certainty of the plan, provision, and purpose of God for my life and the life of my family. As the Lord has called me to remain faithful to the task through the pressure, and to increase my work output through this time, just so the Lord may be encouraging you to serve him more at a time when there may appear to be less energy or resource to do so. 

Rest in faith in the plan, provision, and purpose of God for your life, and with fear still in your heart, approach the Throne of Grace with your fears and concerns and practise 1 Peter 5:6-7 in the spirit we will see in this chapter. As we do this we follow David and Isaiah, who as we have seen so many times, speak their hearts to the Lord, pouring out their fears and worries, and find rest for their souls in his plan for their lives, and deliverance from the evils that beset them at times. 

Isaiah will die a martyr’s death finally, but his book appropriately ends in triumph. The modern so called “prosperity gospel” movement would have you believe he dies out of blessing, yet the Bible makes clear that he dies in ultimate blessing, receiving the martyr’s crown to be honoured throughout eternity as one of the choicest servants of the Lord. 

Suffering is not a sign that we have swerved from the path necessarily; it may be the sign that we are the Lord’s choice servant who he can trust with the tough part of the battlefield of life, and who he can give the opportunity to win the top award of eternity to bring more glory to his name.  Study the topic CHRISTIAN LIFE – SUFFERING, and also review the associated topic, CHRISTIAN LIFE – REWARDS AND CROWNS, also in the same sub section.

1  Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my rest?

The footstool was the resting place of the feet of the monarch on his throne, and was the symbol of absolute authority and domination. The enemy king was always placed, after battle, as the footstool of the feet of the conquering monarch. 2 Samuel 7:5-24, 1 Chronicles 28:2, 2 Chronicles 6:14-21, Psalms 11:4, 99:9, 132:1-8. 

As David planed to build the temple and as Solomon carried out the plan in humility they both realized that the Lord God of all the heavens and the earth was not in any way “captured” by their building, but in grace had chosen to dwell with them there, so that they might have the place to focus their worship and adoration. The Lord’s demand upon us is that we might walk honestly and humbly before him without hypocrisy, recognizing that we serve the one who rules all that he has created. Matthew 5:33-37, 23:16-24.  Refer to the study on FOOTSTOOL, and also FULNESS OF TIME. At the right time the plan becomes clear to us, and we are often called to wait until that time for such clarity and not walk in worship of pagan things or wrong practises of any kind. John 4:21-26, Acts 7:41-51.

2  For all those things hath mine hand made, and all those things have been, saith the LORD: but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.

All of the heavens and all of the earth are simply things he has made; they are “stuff”, and simply form the backdrop for the great drama of redemption. The universe is a creation against which the volition of man is being tested. Refer to the study of ANGELS – ANGELIC CONFLICT. We are neither to be distracted by the “stuff” of creation and worship it, or become pre-occupied with it, nor are we to ignore it’s essential nature as a created thing. We are rather to focus our hearts and minds upon the one who made this all, and earnestly seek out the reasons he made it and identify our part to play within it. Colossians 1:15-17, Hebrews 1:1-3. All these things are in existence and have been so since they were made for the purposes of God. The response God seeks is the intelligent recognition of the creator by the creature.

The man the Lord “looks to” for service, and for reward, is the man who has the spiritual intelligence to see the facts of the creation, and to rightly respond to this reality in daily life. The three characteristics described her are, firstly poor, secondly contrite, and thirdly people who tremble at the Word of God. Let us reflect upon each of these things, for in the combination of them we see the humble spirit of the true servant of the Lord. Poverty is not required, but the mental attitude of poverty is.  Money and things must not concern us – only what we are to do with them for God’s glory.
When we correctly see the wealth of this world we get the right mental attitude to possessions; we see that we do not actually “possess” them at all. All we have, by way of “stuff” in this world we hold simply until we die. The man or woman who is ready to serve the Lord and worship him in truth holds their goods lightly, as things to serve the Lord with, for they see that all things are left behind at death, and nothing is to preoccupy our minds except worship and service for our God, the creator of all things. 

The second aspect of the character of the servant of the Lord is they have a contrite spirit. They see their sin and do not minimize the impact of it upon them, or their need for forgiveness and cleansing from the Lord. The third thing that characterizes the spirit of the true servant is they do not lightly take the Word of God in their hands; they do not treat the Bible flippantly, but tremble as they open it’s pages, always aware that the Lord demands action from those who read it’s pages. 2 Kings 22:14-20, 2 Chronicles 34:26-33, Psalms 34:18, 51:17, 138:1-8, Jeremiah 31:19-20, Matthew 5:3-16. Luke 18:9-14.  To tremble at the commands of the Lord means to be ready to do the hard things that may be required of us. Ezra 9:4, 10:1-4, Psalms 119:113-120, 161-165, Proverbs 28:14, Habakkuk 3:16-19, Acts 9:3-6, 16:25-31, Philippians 2:9-16.  

3  He that killeth an ox is as if he slew a man; he that sacrificeth a lamb, as if he cut off a dog's neck; he that offereth an oblation, as if he offered swine's blood; he that burneth incense, as if he blessed an idol. Yea, they have chosen their own ways, and their soul delighteth in their abominations.

It is the correct mental attitude that the Lord seeks from all who would serve him, not the actions alone, for men can do the right thing in the wrong spirit and the whole thing, to God’s sight, is wrong, and rendered useless to that man. The list here is a strange one, but beautifully illustrates the attitudes of the sinful man. 

Refer to the topical studies of CHRISTIAN LIFE – MENTAL ATTITUDE [see page 45], and also the other sub study in that section, CHRISTIAN LIFE – OVERCOMING BY FAITH [see below]. God hates hypocrisy above all else, for he seeks honest confrontation with sin, not acting out forgiveness when there is no reality in the heart. Proverbs 15:8-9, 21:27-31, Isaiah 65:1-7, Amos 5:21-27.

4  I also will choose their delusions, and will bring their fears upon them; because when I called, none did answer; when I spake, they did not hear: but they did evil before mine eyes, and chose that in which I delighted not.

The evil men have headed off on their own paths, and they think they are so smart before God, yet he will select their paths and they will fall under their own judgment, being the victims of their own foolishness. If you think you are smarter than the creator of the universe you are foolish indeed and the Lord will deal with you according to your foolishness. 1 Kings 22:13-37, Psalms 81:12, Proverbs 1:28-33, Matthew 24:24, 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12. 

From Jehoshaphat to those fooled in the Great Tribulation period there will be those who believe they know better than the faithful preacher of the Word of God and they will pay for their sinful arrogance with judgment in the midst of their very plans made to demonstrate their superiority to the Word of God. The reasons why the Lord judges are clearly stated again; he spoke and they ignored him, and then they did all that was forbidden and delighted in the very things that the Lord did not. Isaiah 65:2-3. They chose evil and their choice was freely made and so they are responsible for it, and will be judged on the basis of it. Proverbs 13:13. 

5  Hear the word of the LORD, ye that tremble at his word; Your brethren that hated you, that cast you out for my name's sake, said, Let the LORD be glorified: but he shall appear to your joy, and they shall be ashamed.

Those who love the Lord and his Word must be prepared to suffer persecution and hatred from those who hate the Lord’s Word and delight in evil. Those who stand for the Lord are a standing rebuke to all who select evil as their choice. Psalms 38:17-22, Jeremiah 36:17-24, Matthew 5:10-12, 10:21-39, Luke 6:21-23, John 15:18-27, 16:1-6, 1 John 3:11-16. 

We are not to be amazed when the things the Lord spoke of come to pass, yet so many believers are baffled. They are baffled because they do not know the scriptures and so they do not know the truth, and so they are not free from their fears and delusions. We are called to stand in the freedom where with Christ has made us free, and that means to stand in his Word of truth. We are to leave justice in the Lord’s hands and pass over injustice to him alone for recompense. The Lord will deliver us and bring us through to greater glory and we are called to rest in his provisions. 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10, Titus 2:13, Hebrews 9:27-28, 1 Peter 4:12-19. Refer to the study on PERSECUTION.

6  A voice of noise from the city, a voice from the temple, a voice of the LORD that rendereth recompence to his enemies.

Those who despise the concept of a creator believe in the doctrine of “uniformitarianism”, which is a view that all things remain as they have been forever and there is no divine or other interventions, for nature continues only according to eternal laws. 2 Peter 3:4. These people are in for a rude awakening, for the Lord will cause the voice of alarm to be raised in the city and the temple, and these rebels will see all their false confidence and error filled theories fall tumbling down. They sought comfort in false views and they will die in them, for they have turned away from the truth. Refer to the doctrinal study of PHILOSOPHY. Two case studies relating to these things may be studied also they are, PETER – DIVINE GUIDANCE, and also PHARAOH – GOD’S POWER, and then the small study on CHRISTIAN LIFE:  POWER. [see page 100]

7  Before she travailed, she brought forth; before her pain came, she was delivered of a man child.

From Galatians 4:26-27, we see that Paul interpreted this passage and Isaiah 54:1 in terms of the new birth of the nation into Grace. He saw the sudden birth as the beginning of a new age under the “man child”, the Messiah. The picture is that of a sudden birth, unexpected by the mother, or anyone else, and then the baby is born without the normal birth pains. There is suddenly the source of joy without the mother having any of the pain associated with the normal birth process. The picture is of an unusual and supernatural event, yet one within the natural world. God is doing something, and new birth, new hope for the nation is amongst them without them expecting it.

8  Who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at once? for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her children. 9  Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause to bring forth? saith the LORD: shall I cause to bring forth, and shut the womb? saith thy God.

The Lord now asks a series of questions of the people relating to the birth process. Having given them an image that all can relate to, he asks them to reflect on the birthing process itself. Once it begins, it always ends. The Lord challenges them to reflect; that once he begins to deliver Israel he will complete the process and the “man-child”, the Messiah, will come. 

Their hopes will not be dashed, for what the Lord has begun is as “natural” a process as the birthing of a child, for it is a part of his plan. There was the expectation of deliverance amongst the people but it was without hope, for they feared they did not have the strength to come through it. 

Rabshakeh’s abuse had challenged them all to reflect upon this. Isaiah 37:1-4. They need the deliverance of the Lord, and he reminds them that he will act and he will complete his work. Their job is to get their lives right before him to be in the right spiritual place to receive all he has for them. Romans 12:1-16. The event that the Lord has planned from before the world began is unusual. The incarnation and ministry of the Lord is unique; it has no comparison, nor anything like it before or since, for God steps into time but once, for that is all he needs to do to fulfil the plan. He has brought about the birthing process and it will be completed with the birth of the new age, and the child will be delivered alive and he will be the nation’s hope. Isaiah 7:14-16, 8:13-14, 9:6-7, 42:1-9, 43:19, 44:6, 45:23, 61:1-3, 64:1-4.

The entire message of the Lord’s person and work is a “mystery” doctrine; a thing not revealed until God determined to do so, and containing things kept secret from angels and men, so that when the plan is fulfilled Satan and all his host are as surprised as to the detail as men are. We could say, that this passage here is a key one in Isaiah, and with the others on Christ, introduces the mystery doctrine of the fulfilment of the plan of God through the incarnation. Refer to the doctrinal studies of MYSTERY, and also MYSTERY OF GOD. 1 Corinthians 2:1-16. 

10  Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all ye that love her: rejoice for joy with her, all ye that mourn for her:

Just as all the friends and neighbours rejoice in the birth of a child and welcome the baby in joy, just so all the nations are told to rejoice in the Lord with Jerusalem for her new hope. All who have mourned for her suffering can now share in her rejoicing. It is only those who know pain in the spirit that can truly rejoice with the depth of joy in the spirit. It is the wounded spirit that experiences the deepest joys. 

We try to avoid suffering, and that is normal, but yet it is in suffering that we identify and affirm our true values. People can protect themselves from suffering only by not caring about others. If we love deeply we will suffer deeply when the loved one is hurt or dies. This is the genuine grief of the person who loves, and yet it is the sign that they do truly love and adore. In our world’s order we experience great love and then great grief as we lose the loved one, but in God’s order we love and suffer first as we care for and then see the pain of God’s people, but all our pain is wiped away by the provision of salvation and deliverance by the work of God. Our hope, our confidence and our joy remains in Christ Jesus. Deuteronomy 32:43, 33:27-29, Psalms 26:8, 84:1-4, Romans 15:8-13. 

Let us ask ourselves, do we love Jerusalem, and do we love the Jewish people, and do we love our fellow believers even now? It is only as we love and feel the pain of God’s people, (both those in his royal family now, and those who will come to faith later), that we truly will know the joy of the Lord in the midst of our pressure situations. Psalms 122:6, 137:5-6, John 16:20-24.

11  That ye may suck, and be satisfied with the breasts of her consolations; that ye may milk out, and be delighted with the abundance of her glory.

Just as the baby is delighted and satisfied and nourished by it’s mother’s milk, just so the people of God will be delighted in their deliverance from the Lord in that day. Psalms 36:7-10, Joel 3:17-18, 1 Peter 2:1-3. All the blessings of all the world will find their fulfilment in the city of Jerusalem, for it will be the centre of the world, as it is presently and always has been the centre of his plan for mankind. 

12  For thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river, and the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing stream: then shall ye suck, ye shall be borne upon her sides, and be dandled upon her knees.

The delightful image of the mother bouncing her baby on her knee in peace and security is continued here and the woman and all her neighbours delight in her child. This wonderful picture is the image of blessing that the Lord wants us to have to sum up the feelings that will be ours in that day when he delivers the world finally from sin and evil and the Risen Christ returns to rule in Jerusalem. 

Not just the Jews, but all the Gentile nations will share in the glory and rejoicing in that day. The saved from every nation will be there and the world will lift up their voices in rejoicing for the completion of the plan for the defeat of Satan and sin and death, and the deliverance of man from the curse of Adam. Psalms 72:1-9, Isaiah 45:17-25, 49:15-23, 54:7-10, 60:4-14.  The nation’s present distress is eased, by faith, as they reflect upon God’s final victory.  Doctrine encourages.
13  As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; and ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem.

There was little comfort visible with the Assyrian armies outside the city of Jerusalem, but the day will come when they will be comforted the Lord says, and there will be rejoicing that none will stop, for the deliverance of God has come to his city. Isaiah 51:3, 1 Thessalonians 2:5-12. God is the comforter of our soul in trouble and the joy of our hearts always, as we apply his holy words into our lives. All Christian ministry involves bringing comfort also into the lives of his people. Refer to the studies, CHRISTIAN LIFE – CONFIDENCE, and also FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT see page 59], and then HOLY SPIRIT – COMFORTER.  God’s Word and its eternal promises always bring comfort to God’s people.
14  And when ye see this, your heart shall rejoice, and your bones shall flourish like an herb: and the hand of the LORD shall be known toward his servants, and his indignation toward his enemies.

There is certainty in the plan of God; we can rejoice twice in the Lord’s plan, firstly when we hear it’s details, and secondly when we see its fulfilment work out in time. Most believers rob themselves of both joys by their lack of bible study and lack of faith! Let us rejoice in the Word of God now and rest assuredly in the promises that will be fulfilled, and anticipate the great rejoicing to come. Zechariah 10:7, Ezekiel 37:1-14, Hosea 14:4-8. 

There is strength to the bones in the Word believed and applied into life through faith as we rejoice in the sure promises of God. In Isaiah and Hebrews we read of the weariness of depression, where the bones are like lead. Isaiah 35:3, Hebrews 12:12-13. All this is reversed with the acceptance of the plan of God and rejoicing in it through faith. Proverbs 4:26-27, 8:8, 17:22. In Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones we see the difference that faith in the Word of God makes to a nation; it brings them from death to life, and from despair and mourning to hope and joy. Psalms 28:6-8, Habakkuk 3:17-19, Zephaniah 3:17.

15  For, behold, the LORD will come with fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire.

The “baptism of fire” that the Lord spoke of later, is here described. This is the judgment at the Lord’s advent that eliminates the evil from the earth and prepares the world for the rulership of the Lord from Jerusalem. Psalms 11:6-7, 21:8-13, 50:1-4, Amos 7:4, Malachi 3:18, Matthew 22:7, Mark 9:22-49, Luke 3:9-17, 2 Thessalonians 1:6-9, Hebrews 12:25-29. Refer to the study JUDGMENT:  BAPTISM OF FIRE

16  For by fire and by his sword will the LORD plead with all flesh: and the slain of the LORD shall be many. 17  They that sanctify themselves, and purify themselves in the gardens behind one tree in the midst, eating swine's flesh, and the abomination, and the mouse, shall be consumed together, saith the LORD.

The Lord pleads now with man by means of the people of his name who present the Gospel to all who will hear. Matthew 28:18-20. In his return, as we have seen before, he “pleads” a different way. Isaiah 34, Ezekiel 38, Revelation 19:11ff. The people who need to particularly be “very scared” of the Lord’s coming, are those who think they are hiding their false religious practises, and who worship evil in secret. 

The Lord’s return to the earth is slow and systematic, possibly lasting, as we have seen before, up to twenty four hours before his arrival in Jerusalem. There is ample time for all the people of the earth to bow before him and repent, but those who are determined to rebel continue in their false practises right until the every end and so die under the Lord’s hand.  Let none say that the Lord is unfair in any way in his judgement.
18  For I know their works and their thoughts: it shall come, that I will gather all nations and tongues; and they shall come, and see my glory.

God knows the heart of man and he knows both actions and thoughts of evil towards him. There is no hiding place from the one who made the universe, and yet stupid men and women in their arrogance and rebellious pride think they can hide from God. Deuteronomy 31:21, Amos 5:12, Matthew 9:4, 12:25, Luke 5:22, John 5:42, 1 Corinthians 3:18-21, Hebrews 4:12. The Lord judges rightly, for he alone has all the facts, both seen by men and unseen in the hearts of the evil ones. Having judged them all, the Lord can gather the saved from every corner of the earth and bring them to see his glory and rejoice in his victory. Romans 15:8-13, 2 Corinthians 4:1-6.

19  And I will set a sign among them, and I will send those that escape of them unto the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, that draw the bow, to Tubal, and Javan, to the isles afar off, that have not heard my fame, neither have seen my glory; and they shall declare my glory among the Gentiles.

The saved and the delivered from this period of time will become the messengers to all of the world, even to those who have not fully heard of the glory of the Lord. They obviously have had enough information to be saved and delivered from the judgment, but they need more information to be able to praise the Lord more fully. That is given to all mankind, and it is likely the 144,000 who head out again to deliver the victory message in every corner of the world, so that all people with all knowledge can give praises and honour and glory to God. 

From the land of Spain, and the west (Tarshish), from the southern lands, Pul (Egypt, Ethiopia), from the south west, Lud (Libya and further west in Africa), from the north, Tabul (the Russian steppes), and from the north west, Javan (Greece and Rome), right to the furtherest islands of the seas in the South Pacific the messengers will go to teach the full glory of the completed plan of God. 

20  And they shall bring all your brethren for an offering unto the LORD out of all nations upon horses, and in chariots, and in litters, and upon mules, and upon swift beasts, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, saith the LORD, as the children of Israel bring an offering in a clean vessel into the house of the LORD. 21  And I will also take of them for priests and for Levites, saith the LORD.

All the nations of the world will deliver up the Jews that have been hiding within them during the last years of the Great Tribulation period. These peoples will, with those of the land itself, form the pool from which the Levites are selected for the service of the Lord in his Millennial Temple. These people will come in all manner of transport, at all speeds, and in various forms of comfort. 

As we have seen before the re-gathering of Israel is an amazing event that the whole world partakes in, from the actual day the Lord returns for as long as it takes to get everyone back to the land of promise and blessing. We all, in Christ Jesus, have an inheritance in and through His amazing work for us. 1 Peter 1:3-5.

22  For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain before me, saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain.

The certainty of the new creation is the same certainty that the people of God have about their own eternal destiny. The critic would argue all we have is two uncertainties, but they would be dead wrong, and they will be! The present creation has at least one thousand and seven years (for the Great Tribulation period – Daniel’s missing week of seven years, Daniel 9:25-26), to run at this point, but it is wearing down, and getting tired. 

The Lord revives it for the Millennial period but that is all, the old creation is grown old like a blanket and like a blanket it is folded away. 2 Peter 3:10-14, Revelation 21:1ff. Even though the world passes away and is replaced by another (just imagine having a seat to watch that demonstration of God’s amazing power!), we have an eternal destiny to enjoy him forever. John 10:27-30, Hebrews 12:27-28.

23  And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD.

Every new moon and every Sabbath there will be solemn worship “before the Lord”. Psalms 86:9, Zechariah 8:19-21, 14:16, Malachi 1:11, Colossians 2:16-17. This doesn’t mean that all the population of the world will have to come to Jerusalem every week! Today we can understand this verse with instantaneous communication by large screen televisions, that we can be anywhere and still be “face to face” with someone.  With “skype” and holograms we can see that it will be possible for all people to be “present” at any point on the globe at any time for worship.
24  And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcases of the men that have transgressed against me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh.

The impact of the last days of the Great Tribulation period will be extensive, with the bodies of the slain lying everywhere around the land. The clean up for the entry into the city will be one things, but this verse tells us that the fires of the destroyed armies are still burning for a considerable time afterwards. It may be that the nuclear weapons or oil is used for a perpetual flame as a memorial of the battles for the Millennial period as a reminder of this great rebellion on the part of fallen men. The judgment of the Lord upon the evil men is severe and dramatic. Psalms 58:10-11, Ezekiel 39:9-16, Zechariah 12:12-14, Revelation 19:17-21. 

From the descriptions of the prophets the sight of the bodies after being dealt to by the Lord is indeed horrible and people realise just how bad the sins of man were when they see their bodies. This verse makes hard reading, but we must remember that the Lord has dealt with these people in accordance with his grace, right up until their final rebellion, and they only die horribly because they lived devoted solely to evil, and this is the inevitable result of evil.

APPLICATION

APPLICATION PRINCIPLES FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY

1. 
Everything in this world that decays is just “stuff”, that gains it’s significance only as it is used for the glory of the Lord, but not to become an object of attachment for us. We are challenged by Isaiah throughout his book to focus upon the plan and person of the Lord alone. It is the Lord alone who blesses and brings us to blessing. Let us rejoice in him in all things and focus on his will alone for our lives.

2. 
Let us daily honestly confront our sins, our fears, and our hopes and dreams. Let us bring them all before the throne of grace and obtain the help to deliver us from trouble and focus our lives upon worthy objects.

3. 
We can only do what is possible with evil men, for they make their own choices, and our responsibility ends when we have told them the truth about their destiny. We are to be ready to suffer persecution, but are not to seek it by obnoxious actions on our part. We serve the Lord, not our own desires, and that means that we do only what is in accordance with the plan and purposes of God, not our own.

4. 
There will be absolute delight on the face of the earth in the days we read of here. The Lord will reign from Jerusalem and there will be blessedness above all we can ever even think of at this time. Let us rejoice in anticipation of what will be that day. In faith we rejoice now and later. There is absolute certainty in the plan of God. Hallelujah! 

5. 
We are reminded, as we reflect upon the Lord’s final victory, that the last days of the church age, just before the Great Tribulation begins, will be days of apostacy not days of triumph. The Lord warns us that things will slide towards the end, and many will get despondent. We are called to remember the final victory of the Lord and be faithful to him throughout our days. Refer to the two studies on LAST DAYS, both CHARACTERISTICS and DENIALS THAT CHARACTERIZE THE END TIME CHURCH. 

There will be victory for the Lord’s plan and we are to remain focused upon him as the days darken; and we are to ensure that we keep our light burning as bright as the Holy Spirit can burn within and through us. Let us keep the fire of the spirit burning even if all around us fall aside into distraction’s grip. Let us keep our focus upon the one who did all these wonderful things for us, and will do even more wonderful things yet. Hallelujah!

TOPICS

HUMILITY

1. Humility is to be sought - Zephaniah 2:3

2. Humility is manifest in restraint - Luke 6:28-29

3. Humility is produced by the Holy Spirit - Galatians 5:22-23

4. Humility is essential in teaching - 2 Timothy 2:25

5. Humility is essential in learning. - James 1:21

6. Humility is valuable to God. - Proverbs 3:34; James 4:6, 1 Peter 5:5

7. Humility is the path to promotion - 1 Peter 5:6

8. Humility gives proper self evaluation. - Romans 12:3

9. Examples of humility

a) Moses - Numbers 12:3

b) David - 2 Samuel 16:11

c) Jeremiah - Jeremiah 26:14

d) Stephen - Acts 7:60

e) Paul - 2 Timothy 4:16

10. Evidences of humility

a) Forbearance to others - Ephesians 4:2,6:9, Colossians 3:13

b) Endurance in trials  - 1 Corinthians 13:7, James 1:12

c) Compassion - 1 Thessalonians 2:7

d) Peaceability - James 3:17

11. Humility was the primary characteristic of Christ - Isaiah 53:7, Matthew 11:29, 21:5

12. Promises to the humble - Psalm 22;26, 37:11, 147:6, Isaiah 29:19

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  SUFFERING

1. Ultimately, all suffering is a result of the sin of Adam.

2. God is sovereign and allows even undeserved suffering to come upon the world for a reason (Romans 8:28)

a) To bring people to a point of helplessness where they call out to Him

b) To test and develop faith, so bringing glory to Himself.

3. There will be no suffering for believers in eternity (Revelation 21:4).

4. Unbelievers will suffer forever in the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:12-15).

5. Suffering can be caused by:

a) Discipline for your own sins

b) The effect of the sins of others on you - gossip, war, crime

c) Self-induced suffering as a result of your own actions – e.g. sickness from smoking, poverty from poor stewardship

d) The sovereign will of God - health, weather.

6. Premise of Suffering:

a) All suffering is designed for blessing in the Christian walk (1 Peter 1:7, 8, 4:14)

b) Even discipline is designed to restore fellowship (Hebrews 12:6)

c) Suffering follows the principle of grace (Romans 8:28, 1 Thessalonians 5:18).

7. Purpose of Christian Suffering:

a) To receive discipline for carnality or backsliding (Psalm 38)

b) To glorify God (Job 1:8-12, Luke 15:20, 21)

c) To illustrate doctrine (Book of Hosea)

d) To learn obedience (Philippians 2:8, Hebrews 5:8)

e) To keep down pride (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

f) To develop faith (1 Peter 1:7, 8)

g) To witness for Christ (2 Corinthians 13:4)

h) To demonstrate the power of God (2 Corinthians 11:24-33, 2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

i) To manifest the fruit of the Spirit (2 Corinthians 4:8-11)

j) To help others who suffer (2 Corinthians 1:3-5)

k) From indirect action - because other believers get out of fellowship (Romans 14, 1Corinthians 12:12, 13, 26, 1Samuel 21, 1Chronicles 21).

8. Dealing With Suffering - Applying Spiritual Daily Orders:

To be a believer is to be associated with suffering.  It is not a strange thing, it is our duty, and we are to take it as a soldier takes the rigours of a long campaign;  without complaint, and with dignity and strength.  

The five  “Daily Orders” for the battle against the adversary, to be applied in the church age, in the power of the Holy Spirit are found in 1Peter 5:8,9.  They will protect us against the cunning of the “lion”.

a) Be Sober! - At all times be self controlled, not under the control of any emotion, or any other substance(drink or drugs), but only by the Holy Spirit. Romans 13:11-13. 1 Thessalonians 5:6 -8.

b) Be Vigilant! - At all times, stay awake to danger, don’t relax your guard, don’t get careless.

c) Resist! - Stand up to, resist, oppose everything he stands for. Zero tolerance of evil is to be the standard for our lives. Also refer, Luke 4:3-12,  Ephesians 4:27, 6:11-13,  James 4:7.

d) Be steadfast in the faith once delivered to the apostles! Be unbreakable, stand as a solid mass of soldiers resisting attack.  Stand with the apostolic doctrines, and their practices.  As a local church be united, stand together, tight and committed to each other.

e) Keep on knowing you are not alone!  All believers suffer pressures when they stand for their Lord. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  REWARDS AND CROWNS

1. Rewards and Salvation are carefully separated in the scriptures. Salvation is a free gift from God, rewards are for meritorious service in the power of the Spirit.

2. Salvation - a free gift to the lost. (Ephesians 2:8-9, Romans 6:23, John 4:10) - an everlasting possession. (John 3:36, John 5:24, John 6:47)

3. Rewards - to the saved who faithfully work for the Lord. (1 Corinthians 9:24, 25, Revelation 22:12) - distributed at the Judgment Seat of Christ. (1 Corinthians 3:11-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10, Romans 14:10)

4. Rewards as Crowns:-

a) The incorruptible crown - for faithfulness in exercising self control. (1 Corinthians 9:24-27)

b) The crown of glory - for faithfulness in suffering. (1 Peter 5:4)

c) The crown of life - for faithfulness under trial. (James 1:12, Revelation 2:10)

d) The crown of righteousness - for faithful testimony. (2 Timothy 4:8)

e) The crown of rejoicing - for faithful service. (1 Thessalonians 2:19, 20, Philippians 4:1

FOOTSTOOL

1. General scripture: (Psalm 110:1; Hebrews 1)

2. The footstool was set up so that the enemy of the conquering Roman general passed under it in complete submission.

3. Israel under the dispersion no longer represents Christ on this earth.

4. Israel is replaced by the Church, the Body of Christ (Acts 2:47;  1Corinthians 12:12-14;  Ephesians 1:22,23; 2:16; 4:4,5; 5:23,24, 30-32;  Colossians 1:18,24; 2:19).

5. The Body of Christ is being completed by entering every believer of the Church into union with Christ (Hebrews 2:10; Romans 11:25).

6. When the Body is completed, the Rapture of the Church occurs (1Thessalonians 4:13-18).

7. Then the Body becomes the Bride and is prepared for accompanying Christ to the judgment at the Second Advent by:-

a) the Bride receiving a resurrection body like Christ's (1Corinthians 15:51-57; Philippians 3:21; 1John 3:1,2).

b) The Bride's sinful nature being removed (Philippians 3:21).

c) The Bride cleansed from human good (1Corinthians 3:12-15).

8. The bride returns in triumph with Christ at the Second Advent (1Thessalonians 3:13; Revelation 19:6-8).

9. Then follows the Footstool:

a) Satan imprisoned (Revelation 20:1-3)

b) Demons removed from the earth (Zechariah 13:2; 1Corinthians 15:24,25; Colossians 2:15).

10. The removal of the demons changes the environment of the earth and causes perfect conditions during the Millennium.

a) Religion removed (1Corinthians 10:20,21).

b) False doctrine removed (1Timothy 4:1).

c) Perfect environment restored.

11. The final footstool is at the Last Judgement when all the unbelievers are judged and cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:11-15).

FULNESS OF TIME

This expression is taken from (Mark 1:15; Galatians 4:4; Ephesians. 1:10).  It means

1. The world was prepared by God for the arrival of Jesus and the spreading of the Gospel.

2. Rome ruled the world. The Roman Empire gave peace in place of constant tribal warfare; it had cleared the sea of pirates and had made an excellent road network. This made it possible for the messengers of Christ to travel quickly.

3. Greek was the common language. The Old Testament had been translated into the Greek (the Septuagint).

4. Most cities had a synagogue and with it a group of people, Jews and proselytes, who knew God and the Old Testament.

5. Greek philosophy had made many people doubt their polytheistic religion. The Roman State religion was a political affair, offering no peace of mind. This left a moral vacuum.

6. Thus the situation was "ideal" for the rapid expansion of the church.

CHRISTIAN LIFE - OVERCOMING BY FAITH

1. By faith learn to accept conditions as God's will for life and be thankful - Romans 8:28,  1 Thessalonians 3:3; 5:18

2. By faith maintain fellowship with God, walking in the light - 1 John 1:7

3. By faith consistently day by day examine your conduct, confessing all known sins - 1 Corinthians 11:28, 31 1 John 1:9

4. By faith receive the Word of God daily as being more necessary than daily food. - Matthew 4:4; 5:6, 2 Peter 3:18

5. By faith  approach the throne of grace boldly in every  case of need, requesting aid, casting every care on Him. - Hebrews 4:15,16; 1 Peter 5:7

6. By faith resist the attempts of Satan and he will flee from you. - Ephesians 6:10-13, 1 Peter 5:8

7. By faith maintain the habit of thinking and meditating on spiritual values and priorities - Philippians 4:6-9

8. Walk by faith and not by sight - 2 Corinthians 5:7

ANGELS – ANGELIC CONFLICT

1. There is an angelic conflict and it is intimately related to our presence in this world.

2. ETERNITY PAST

[a] Initially God created angels. At creation we are told that there was unity as all the angels sang in unison.

[b] Satan as Lucifer with the title Son of the Morning was the head of the angels. Isaiah 14. Ezekiel 28:12-15

[c] It is noted that the Lord Jesus Christ is now called Son of the Morning in 2 Peter 1 showing that the Lord replaced Satan as a result of His victory at the Cross.

3. FALL OF SATAN

[a] Satan became proud and attempted a coup d’etat against God in Isaiah 14:12-17 

[b] When Satan fell he took one third of the angels with him. Revelation 12:9. 

[c] The angels who exist forever therefore fall into two permanent groups

(i) Elect Angels  who remained faithful to God (1 Timothy 5:21)

(ii)
Fallen angels who chose to follow Satan who fall into two categories:-


(1)
Imprisoned ones who were made inoperative at the time of the Flood (Jude 6, 2 Peter 2:4)


(2)
Demons who are currently operative (1 Corinthians 10:20,21, Mark 5:1-20)

[d] There is therefore a spiritual warfare between elect and fallen angels, which affects the human race. (Ephesians, 6:12, Revelation 12)

4. SENTENCE ON THE FALLEN ANGELS

[a] In eternity past Satan and the fallen angels were judged and sentenced to the Lake of Fire - Matthew 24;51

[b] It would appear that Satan appealed against his sentence and said "how can a God of Love sentence any of his creatures to the lake of fire?"

[c] The answer is in the character of God who is HOLY as well as LOVE. His holiness can only judge sin and rebellion.

[d] The lake of fire therefore was not created for man. Man ends up in the lake of fire due to his own negative attitude towards God.

5. MAN’S ROLE IN THE ANGELIC CONFLICT

[a] This sentence which was given before man existed has not yet executed and will not be so until the end of the Millennium in Revelation 20:10. 

[b] There must be a long lapse of time before the sentence is executed with this period being taken up with the whole of human history. Therefore the purpose of the existence of the human race and its relation to God can only be explained as a testimony to the angels.

[c] Through the creation of man God provides a clear legal witness to Satan and his angels of their sin. The whole of human history is to prove certain points to the angels. Things can happen in your life as a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ and these can only be explained as a testimony to the angels.

6. FALL OF MAN AND VICTORY OF THE GOD MAN

[a] Man starts off lower than the angels. Hebrews 2:9 tells us that Jesus Christ made Himself a little lower than the angels.

[b] Although Adam failed to be victorious the Lord Jesus Christ replaces Adam in history and won the battle in His humanity. 1 Corinthians 15:22 tells us that in Adam all die, in Christ shall all be made alive.

[c] A new form of creature judges come into existence and will judge the angels 1 Corinthians 6:1-3

7. SIMILARITIES BETWEEN ANGELS AND MAN

[a] Angels and mankind have a number of parallels with human free will being tested in exactly the same way as angelic free will.

[b] Angels began in innocence and full obedience to God (Job 38:7 Ezekiel 28:14-15)

Man began in innocence (Genesis 2:25)

Angels sinned - rebellion of Satan (Isaiah 14:12-14)

Man sinned - rebellion of Adam (Genesis 3:1-7)

Angels are divided into two categories - elect or fallen.

Man is divided into two categories - believers and unbelievers. (John 3:36)

8. ADAM AND FREEWILL

[a] God created Adam and Eve, to show Satan that mankind, created lower than angels (Hebrews 2:6-7), would choose to obey God. Mankind therefore, by a choice of freewill, would decide whether to obey God and be blessed, or to disobey God and be judged (the same choice that Satan had).

[b] A test was instituted for man's freewill - obedience to God or disobedience. (Genesis 2:16-17).  Adam - and therefore all mankind - sinned and thereby rebelled against God.  All of mankind, therefore, is in the same condition of sinful rebellion as Satan.

[c] However, God instituted another test of freewill for mankind - will they choose to return to God through Jesus Christ, or will they choose to continue in sin and rebellion (John 3:16, 2 Peter 3:9).

[d] Anyone who chooses to return to God will be saved; anyone who chooses to remain in rebellion to God will be judged in the lake of fire, the same fate as Satan (Matthew 25:41)

[e] Therefore, by the work of Christ on the cross, and man's freewill faith in Christ, God has vindicated His love to save and His justice to judge.

9. RESOLUTION OF THE ANGELIC CONFLICT

Stage 1 - Salvation - by faith, man is saved and made positionally superior to angels (Hebrews 2:6-7)

Stage 2 - Christian Walk - by faith, the believer overcomes Satan (Ephesians 6:10-17)

Stage 3 - Eternity -in Christ, the believer will judge Satan and his fallen angels (Hebrews 2:8, 1 Corinthians 6:3)

10. THE CLOUD OF WITNESSES

Angels watch the human race. (1 Corinthians 4:9, Ephesians 3:10, 1 Timothy 5:21, 1 Peter 1:12).  Elect angels rejoice 

every time someone is saved (Luke 15:10)

11. THREE BASIC QUESTIONS

The angelic conflict answers three basic questions:-

[a] Why man? Inside man is a soul with mentality and freewill which when linked together resolves the angelic conflict, (Colossians 2:14-15, Hebrews 2). The cross is the real victory in the angelic conflict.

[b] Why sin? Sin resolves stage 1 of the plan of God (see paragraph 9). At the cross sin was judged and the barrier between man and God was removed so that man's relationship with God depends on his free will. Every time a person accepts Christ, elect angels rejoice. In the garden man was innocent and all he had to do was stay away from one tree. Now man is guilty he has to come to a tree (the cross). (Genesis 2:17, 1 Peter 2:24).

[c] Why suffering? Suffering resolves the issue in Stage 2. Suffering involves the promise principle. (1 Peter 1:7-8, Romans 5:2-4). Suffering is designed for blessing and is a further blow to Satan. It is to demonstrate the love of God in a way that cannot be done in eternity as in eternity there is no more sorrow, pain or death. (Revelation 21:4)

12. STAGES IN THE CONFLICT [SEE SATANIC ATTACK ON THE PLAN OF GOD]

[a] From the fall of man to the ascension of Christ the line of Christ and Jesus Christ himself were the target of attack. Once the ascension was a fact in history Satan was unable to attack the line of the Saviour.

[b] The resurrection, ascension and session of the Lord Jesus Christ caused intensification in the angelic conflict.

[c] Once Christ is glorified at the right hand of the Father the angelic conflict becomes intensified in the Church age. 

[d] Every Church Age believer is now a target and because of this every believer has had special provisions made for him:

(i) Indwelling of the Holy Spirit (John 14:17)

(ii) Indwelling of Jesus Christ (John 14:23)

(iii) Completed canon of Scripture (1 Corinthians 13:10)

13. PROGRESSION TO THE LAKE OF FIRE

This explains the actions of the Lord Jesus Christ from the time he sat down at the right hand of the Father until the Last Judgment. Psalm 110:1 says “The Lord [God the Father] said to my Lord [God the Son], Sit thou at my right hand until I make thine enemies thy footstool.”

[a] The first stage – Insurgency warfare – Pentecost - Rapture

During this time He calls out the personnel who will replace the angelic council members who have been condemned 1 Corinthians 4:8, 6:1-3, 2 Timothy 2:12, Revelation 3:21

The angelic council comprises God and all the angels as seen in 1 Kings 22:19-23 and 2 Chronicles 18:18-23

[b] The second Stage – Rapture to Second Advent - Confrontation

During this time the new members of the angelic council are evaluated in relation to their divine and human good, rewarded [1 Corinthians 3:11-15], they lose their old sin nature and have a resurrection body. The rebellious members, Satan and his followers are cast out of heaven Revelation 12:4

[c] The third stage – Second Advent – Victory Stage

Christ casts Satan and the fallen angels into hell for a thousand years and rightfully asserts His authority.

[d] The fourth stage – The Last Judgment. The Lake of Fire was created for Satan and his angels Matthew 25:41 

Satan is cast into the Lake of Fire with the demons and the unbelievers. Unbelievers join them in the Lake of Fire because they have not accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. The old creation is destroyed and a new heavens and a new earth provided by God. At that point all knees shall bow and the promise of making His enemies His footstool will have been fulfilled.

14. THE BELIEVERS AND RESULT OF THE ANGELIC CONFLICT

The result of the angelic conflict:

Stage 1 - Salvation - saved mankind is positionally superior to angels;

Stage 2 - Christian Walk - through suffering the believer develops his faith towards Christ to such an extent that he thereby shows the fallen angels the certainty of their doom;

Stage 3 - Heaven - In eternity the believer in his resurrection body will be physically superior to angels.

15. CONCLUSION

Through the fall of man Satan obtained control of the world though not necessarily control of mankind. 

What makes it possible for man to live in the Devil's world and not be under his control? - free will. 

By using The Word of God you can make decisions that are completely against Satan and his concepts. 

Satan is the ruler of this world. (2 Corinthians 4:4, John 12:31, 14:30, 16:11, Ephesians 2:2) 

However we have the Bible - the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16) We should know it and use it.

PERSECUTION

1. From the beginning of time the good have been persecuted by the evil, the believer by the unbeliever, the spiritual by the carnal. (Genesis 4:5-8, 37:23, Exodus 1:10ff, Matthew 5:12, Luke 11:47-51, Acts 7: 52)

2. Hatred of godly people comes from their silent conviction of sin in the lives of those who are disobedient. (John 3:16-36, 15:22-25, Hebrews 11:38, 1 John 3:12)

3. Jesus warned his followers that they would face persecution. (Matthew 5:11, 12, 44,  10:23, Luke  11:49, 21:12, Mark 4:17, John 15:20 , 21)

4. The Lord was persecuted unto death.

5. The early church faced persecution very soon after the resurrection. (John 20:19, Acts 3, 4, 6, 7,9,12)

6. The apostles were persecuted. Of all the apostles, only John died a "natural" death - all of the others were martyred. (Acts  9:1-3, 12 1-5, 1 Corinthians 20:19, 2 Corinthians 11:23 ff.)

7. Persecution refines and strengthens faith. (James 1:2-4)

8. All who have suffered persecution for the Lord's sake will receive a crown of reward and eternal blessing. (John 16:33, Revelation 6:9-11, 8:9-17, 20:4, 5)

PHILOSOPHY

1. Philosophy does not lead to wisdom. (Job 28:12-13,20-21).

2. It is a futile exercise. (Ecclesiastes 8:17; 1 Corinthians 3:19,20)

3. It does not produce happiness. (Ecclesiastes 1:13-18)

4. It leads to death. (Proverbs 14:12; 1 Corinthians 1:18-22)

5. We cannot find God through it. (Matthew 11:25; 16:17; 1 Corinthians 1:20,21; 2:13)

6. Philosophy is useless in preaching (1 Corinthians 1:20,21; 2:1) as it will rob the gospel of its power. (1 Corinthians 1:17). Basic doctrines are then doubted or even denied, as is done in liberal theology.

7. Philosophy is a hindrance in coming to faith. (Acts 17:32; 1 Corinthians 1:23; 1 Timothy 6:20-21)

8. It has to be avoided. (Proverbs 3:5,7; 1 Corinthians 3:18; Colossians 2:8; 1 Timothy 6:20,21).

9. Real wisdom is to know and worship God. (Job 28:28; Psalm 11 1:10; Proverbs 1-7; 9:10; 14:16)

10. Philosophy creates "mental blocks" in the mind. This makes it hard for someone who has been trained in it to understand and accept Biblical truths.

11. A few examples as illustration-

a) Evolution: Leaves no room for a Creator, that is, for God.

b) Humanism: Denies the existence of God, human soul, life after death, heaven, hell, of absolute values in morals or otherwise.

c) Psychiatry: Does not keep man responsible for his deeds. It denies the root of all man's problems:  sin.

d) Anthropology: Teaches evolution in human society. What is called "primitive man" or "stone age man" is, in reality, the end product of degeneration through sin.

PETER – DIVINE GUIDANCE

1. SCRIPTURE - Gospels, Acts, First and Second Peter.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Born Simon the son of Jonas, he was a native of Bethsaida in Galilee. He was married and lived with his mother-in-law at Capernaum at the time he was called by the Lord. He was a fisherman, fishing with his father and his brother Andrew when Jesus found him. Together with James and John, Peter formed a group of three disciples who appeared to have a closer relationship with Jesus, as they appeared with Him at the Mount of Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-13), and in the garden of Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-46). Peter was the leader of the disciples and often spoke without fully considering the situation. It was Peter who walked on the sea at Galilee (Matthew 14:22-32) before his faith collapsed. He also was the one who was commended by Jesus for recognising Jesus as the Messiah. Peter was disappointed that Jesus was not going to set up a temporal kingdom as the final act of His ministry (Mark 8:32,33). Saying that he would die rather than desert Jesus, he failed miserably later that day and denied Him three times. After Pentecost, Peter was a changed man, preaching boldly about Jesus Christ (Acts 2:14-40). He had, however, to learn that the Gentiles were also subject to the promise of Abraham and that the Mosaic law had been fulfilled at the cross (Matthew 5:17; Acts 11:6-9). Herod imprisoned him but he was released by an angel. Paul admonished Peter regarding his superficial relationship with the Gentiles but Peter eventually commended Paul's writings for the mature believer (2 Peter 3:15,16). Peter then disappears from the scripture but it is said that he was crucified upside down as a martyr.

3. EVALUATION:  Acts 11:1-16.

a) Peter is in Jerusalem for a meeting of church leaders (verse 1).

b) News of the Gentile Pentecost was received (verse 1).

c) Opposition is received from legalists (verse 2).

d) This brought criticism of Peter (verse 3).

e) Peter begins to think back on the Gentile Pentecost (verse 4), bringing out the factors which led Peter to go to Cornelius' house.

f) Peter is given guidance through prayer (verse 5).

g) He is given guidance through pondering the meaning of the animals he saw (verse 6).

h) Peter is informed by God that there had been a change as far as eating of previously unclean animals was concerned (verses 7-10).

i) He is guided by coincidence or providential circumstances by the arrival of three men from Caesarea (verse 11). God opened doors for Peter.

j) The Holy Spirit confirms that he should go to Caesarea (verse 12).

k) When he met Cornelius he compared experiences with him (verses 13-15).

l) Peter is guided also by remembering Scripture (verse 16).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) God's will for Peter depended on his being aware of:

i) Viewpoint will of God - what does He want me to think (Mark 8:33).

ii) Operational will of God - what does He want me to do (Acts 10:20).

iii) Geographical will of God - where does He want me to go (John 21:18).

b) Peter's attitude and maturity also played a part:

i) His knowledge of the scriptures (Psalm 32:8; Proverbs 3:1-6).

ii) The filling of the Holy Spirit (Romans 6:13; 12:1,2).

iii) Maturity (2 Peter 3:18).

c) God will not force His own will on the believer but desires to give guidance to His children (Hebrews 3:7).

d) Guidance is given nowadays through the Bible (1 Corinthians 13:10).

e) Many items of guidance are clearly set out in the Scriptures, e.g. do not marry an unbeliever (2 Corinthians 6:14).

f) The correct following of guidance gives blessing to others as well as the one who is guided.

PHARAOH – GOD’S POWER

1. SCRIPTURE - Exodus 7:7 - 14:28.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Pharaoh was the title of the Kings of Egypt. The title showed the person on the throne as a representative of the sun god Ra. The Pharaoh we are to consider is the Pharaoh of the Exodus. His identity is unknown. Many state he was Rameses 11 but the Bible shows a much earlier Exodus than his reign of 1301 - 1234 BC. 1 Kings 6:1 indicates a dating of c. 1450 BC which indicates Amenhotep II as the Pharaoh of the Exodus. Study of Acts 13:18-21, however, gives a date of c. 1530 BC. (See Chronology, Topic 33, Book 1). The Pharaoh of the Exodus is shown to be superstitious and unstable, moving rapidly from right to wrong as he desired. He expected his own magicians to copy the miracle plagues of Moses and Aaron. He was ready to promise a course of conduct that only ended when he and his army were destroyed in the Red Sea. Pharaoh, the world's most powerful ruler of his time, was confronted by a man, sent by God, who had spent 40 years tending sheep on the backside of the desert. Ten plagues were performed by Moses to bring pressure on Pharaoh. Pharaoh, however, resisted God's power; eventually losing his life pursuing the children of Israel.

3. EVALUATION

a) Exodus 7:7-13. The Lord tells Aaron through Moses to change his rod into a snake. Pharaoh orders his magicians to do the same. Aaron's snake swallows the magicians' snakes. Pharaoh's heart hardened (verse 13).

b) Exodus 7:14-25. The Nile was an idol river: it's water worshipped as life-giving. The first plague turned these waters into blood. God humiliated the Nile god. Pharaoh's heart was hardened (verse 22).

c) Exodus 8:1-15. Hekt, the goddess with the frog's head, was exposed when the land brought forth frogs through both Aaron and the Egyptian magicians. Pharaoh hardened his heart (verse 15).

d) Exodus 8:16-19. This plague was directed against Seb, the earth god. The magicians fail and say that it is God's work (verse 19). Pharaoh's heart was hardened (verse 19).

e) Exodus 8:20-32. The flies probably were the scarab beetles, being against Scarabaeus the sacred beetle. Having compromised, Pharaoh hardened his heart (verse 32).

f) Exodus 9:1-7. The death of the Egyptian cattle was directed towards Apis, the sacred Egyptian bull. The Jewish cattle were preserved. The heart of Pharaoh was hardened (verse 7).

g) Exodus 9:8-12. The affliction of boils was a judgment against Neit, the goddess of health. The Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart (verse 12).

h) Exodus 9:13-35. Hail and fire were judgments against Shu, the god of the atmosphere. Pharaoh's heart was hardened (verse 35).

i) Exodus 10:1-20. The Egyptians worshipped Serapia, the god of locusts. God sent a plague of locusts. The Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart (verse 1,20).

j) Exodus 10:21-29. The ninth plague, a supernatural darkness, showed how impotent Ra, the sun god was. The Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart (verse 27).

k) Exodus 11:1 - 12:36. The son of Pharaoh was the representative of the god-man. When the crown prince died, Pharaoh allowed the children of Israel to go.

4. PRINCIPLES

a) God will not tolerate other gods before Him (Exodus 20:3).

b) Pharaoh at the start of the plague hardened his heart but eventually God hardened his heart (Romans 9-17,18).

c) Man's negative actions, if perpetuated long enough in spiritual matters, can result in the inability of that person to believe in Christ (Revelation 14:9-11; Hebrews 4:1-3).

d) God can use unbelievers to show His glory (Romans 9:17).

e) Miracles performed in God's power can be duplicated in some cases by people using Satan's power (2 Thessalonians 2:9).

f) Behind a Christian - non-Christian conflict is a spiritual conflict. The Christian walk is fought in the spiritual realm (Ephesians 6:12).

g) Negative attitudes towards God are disastrous individually and nationally (Isaiah 57:21).

MYSTERY

1. The Greek word MUSTERION, or "mystery",  means an initiate of a secret fraternity of the ancient world.

2. Used in the New Testament, these are truths which were not revealed in the Old Testament. (Ephesians 3:2-6, Romans 16:25, 26, Colossians 1:26, 27

3. The mystery is always related to the Dispensation of the Church and only the Church Age. (Ephesians 1:9, 3:2) 

4. The mystery was a part of the divine plan ordained in eternity past. (1 Corinthians 2:7)

5. The most important are:-

a) The mystery of the Kingdom of Heaven - (Matthew 13:3-52. Especially v l1)

b) The mystery of Israel's Blindness in the Church Age (Romans 11:25)

c) The mystery of Lawlessness - (2 Thessalonians 2:7)

d) The mystery of the Seven Stars - (Revelation 1:20)

e) The mystery of Godliness - (1 Timothy 3:16)

f) The mystery of the Rapture - (1 Thessalonians 4:14-17, 1 Corinthians 15:51,52)

g) The mystery of the true church - (Romans 16:25, Ephesians 3:1-11, Ephesians 6:19, Colossians 4:3)

h) The mystery of Christ and the Church - (Ephesians 5:22-32)

i) The mystery of the indwelling of Christ - (Colossians 1:26, 27)

j) The mystery of Christ as the fullness of the Godhead - (Colossians 2:2)

k) The mystery Babylon - (Revelation 17:5, 7)

MYSTERY OF GOD

1. The mystery of God mentioned in Revelation 10:7 will be finished at the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It declares and fulfils the ultimate purpose of God in human history - to establish His Son as Saviour and King.

2. The mystery of God involves

a) The resolution of the problem of evil which was first manifested in the Garden of Eden. The fall of Adam brought a curse on man and creation. The curse on creation will be removed at the second advent. Revelation 22:3, Isaiah 11:6-9, 6:21, Zechariah 14:11, Acts 3:19-21

b) The cooperation between God and man in establishing the Davidic theocratic kingdom - Isaiah 54:1, Matthew 22:41-46, John 1:51, 1 Corinthians 15:50, 1 Timothy 3:16, Ephesians 1:10

c) The completion of our redemption and the establishment of our inheritance Matthew 19:27-30, Romans 8:23, Ephesians 1:11, 4:30, 1 John 3:2

d) The pre-tribulational, pre millennial appearance of Christ to prepare the kingdom before its open public manifestation - Deuteronomy 33:2, Isaiah 11:11, 1 Corinthians 15:51, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18

e) The completion of divine vengeance and retribution in the day of the Lord. Isaiah 61:2, 63:4, Revelation 1:10

f) The open revelation of Jesus Christ as Messiah and King at the Second Advent, involving the overthrow of Satan, Antichrist and the kings of the earth, and the start of the Millennial Kingdom and the exultation of the saints - Daniel 7:13,14, Luke 10:18, Colossians 3:4, 2 Thessalonians 1:10, Revelation 20:10

3. Because this occurs at the beginning of the Second Trumpet which is clearly pre millennial, the finishing is necessarily pre millennial. The statements of the prophets all point to the fulfilment of the covenants made by God with Israel and the establishment of a divine kingdom on earth. Isaiah 55:3, Matthew 5:5, Acts 1:3,6, 13:34, 15:14-18, Romans 4:13, 8:17

CHRISTIAN LIFE:  CONFIDENCE

1. The source of confidence. (Jeremiah 17:7)

2. The results of confidence:-

a) Protection. (Proverbs 3:25-26)

b) Strength. (Isaiah 30:15)

c) Blessing. (Jeremiah 17:7)

3. Examples of confidence:-

a) in God's provision. (Genesis 22:18)

b) in God's sovereignty. (Genesis 50:20)

c) in God's deliverance. (Daniel 3:17-18)

d) in God's power. (1 Kings 18:36-39)

e) in God's presence. (Psalm 71:5)

f) in extremity. (Job 13:15)

4. Confidence relating to prayer:-

a) confident access. (Ephesians 3:12)

b) confidence to draw near. (Hebrews 4:16)

c) confidence to enter. (Hebrews 10:19-22)

d) confidence to ask. (1 John 5:14-15)

5. Confidence in the day of judgment. (1 John 4:17)

6. Confidence to complete His work in the believer. (Philippians 1:6)

7. Exhortation to maintain confidence. (Hebrews 10:35-39)

HOLY SPIRIT:  COMFORTER

The Holy Spirit is the Comforter (paraclete = one called alongside to help)

1. He abides forever with the saints. (John 14:16)

2. He dwells in the saints and is known by them. (John 14:17)

3. He teaches the saints. (John 14:26)

4. He imparts hope. (Romans 15:13, Galatians 5:5)

5. He gives us the love of God. (Romans 5:3-5)

6. He testifies of Christ. (John 15:26)

7. He communicates joy to the saints. (Romans 14:17, Galatians 5:22, 1 Thessalonians 1:6)

8. He edifies the church. (Acts 9:31)

JUDGMENT:  BAPTISM OF FIRE

1. The Baptism of Fire is mentioned in 3 passages- (Matthew 3:11-12; 24:36-41, Luke 3:16-17, 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8).

2. It refers to the judgment and removal of all unbelievers from the earth at the Second Advent.  In this way, only believers who survive the Tribulation, and resurrection saints, will enter the Millennial Kingdom.

3. There are parables of the baptism of fire in:

(Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43) - (the Wheat and the Tares)

(Matthew 13:47-50) - (the good and bad fish)

(Matthew 25:1-13) - (the Ten Virgins)

4. The Jewish baptism of fire is mentioned in (Ezekiel 20:34-48, Isaiah 1:25-26, Matthew 3:7-12)

5. The Gentile baptism of fire in (Matthew 25:31-46) (the sheep and the goats)

6. At the baptism of fire the books that are opened in (Daniel 7:10) are the ones that contain the names of unbelievers who have accepted the strong delusions from Satan during the Tribulation (2 Thessalonians 2:11-12)

LAST DAYS:  CHARACTERISTICS OF THE LAST DAYS

Just as world conditions just before the flood indicated judgment was overdue so conditions now show that we are at the end of the last days.

1. Preoccupation with physical appetites - Luke 17:27

2. Rapid advances in technology - Genesis 4:22

3. Grossly materialistic attitudes and interests - Luke 17:28

4. Uniformitarian attitudes and interests - Hebrews 11:7

5. Inordinate devotion to pleasure and comfort - Genesis 4:21

6. No concern for God in either belief or conduct - 2 Peter 2:5, Jude 15

7. Disregard for the sacredness of the marriage relation. - Matthew 24:38

8. Rejection of the inspired Word of God - 1 Peter 3:19

9. Population explosion - Genesis 6:1,11

10. Widespread violence - Genesis 6:11, 13

11. Corruption throughout society - Genesis 6:12

12. Preoccupation with illicit sexual activity - Genesis 4:19; 6:2

13. Widespread words and thoughts of blasphemy - Jude 15

14. Organised Satanic activity - Genesis 6:1-4

15. Promotion of systems and movements of abnormal depravity - Genesis 6:5, 12

LAST DAYS - DENIALS THAT CHARACTERIZE THE END TIME CHURCH

1. Denial of God. (Luke 17:26; 2 Timothy. 3:4-5)

2. Denial of Christ. (1 John. 2:18, 4:3; 2 Peter. 2:1)

3. Denial of Christ's return. (2 Peter 3:3-4)

4. Denial of the Faith. (1 Timothy. 4:1-2; Jude 3)

5. Denial of Sound Doctrine. (2 Timothy. 4:3-4)

6. Denial of Separated Life (Practical Sanctification. 2 Timothy 3:1-7)

7. Denial of Christian Liberty. (1 Timothy 4:3-4)

8. Denial of Spirituality. (2 Timothy 3:1-8; Jude 18)

9. Denial of Authority. (2 Timothy 3:4)

POSTSCRIPT

Completed 31 July 2005   - my oldest daughter Abigail’s 21st birthday. Her name means “My Father’s Joy” in Hebrew, and she is that, and she is a joy to the Lord as she serves him in all her ways.

So this day I celebrate with Isaiah the glory of God in my family and the Lord’s plan for us all in Christ Jesus, both now and forever.

May we all rejoice now and forever for the Lord richly blesses us in Christ Jesus.

(Numbers 6:24-26)

JOHN C MCEWAN

New Zealand – an island nation from the “furtherest end of the earth”. 

Revised in January 2013 – The Lord is gracious and merciful and in His Plan and Power I continue to rest and serve.
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