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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States jurists saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).
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"About the time of the end, a body of men will be raised up who will turn their attention to the prophecies, and insist upon their literal interpretation, in the midst of much clamour and opposition" -- Sir Isaac Newton (1643-1727)
It is high time for Christians to interpret unfulfilled prophecy by the light of prophecies already fulfilled. 

The curses of the Jews were brought to pass literally; so also will be the blessings.  

The scattering was literal; so also will be the gathering.  

The pulling down of Zion was literal; so also will be the building up.  

The rejection of Israel was literal; so also will be the restoration.

J.C Ryle [1816-1900] Bishop of Liverpool 

Written in 1867 before the Zionists movement began in 1881.
The Bible is far more than a textbook of theology and morals, or even than a guide to heaven. It is the record of the progressive revelation God has given to man, and the Divine history of our race in connection with that revelation. Ignorance may fail to see in it anything more than the religious literature of the Hebrew race, and of the Church in Apostolic times; but the intelligent student who can read between the lines will find there mapped out, sometimes in clear bold outline, sometimes dimly, but yet always discernible by the patient and devout inquirer, the great scheme of God's counsels and workings in and for this world of ours from eternity to eternity  

Sir Robert Anderson [The Coming Prince] 
	The Church’s one foundation

Is Jesus Christ her Lord,

She is His new creation

By water and the Word.

From heaven He came and sought her

To be His holy bride;

With His own blood He bought her

And for her life He died.
	She is from every nation,

Yet one o’er all the earth;

Her charter of salvation,

One Lord, one faith, one birth;

One holy Name she blesses,

Partakes one Holy Food,

And to one Hope she presses,

With every grace endued.


Samuel John Stone
INTRODUCTION AND EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Most churches in our era have significantly neglected teaching the fact that the Church, a group of only believers, dating from the Feast of Pentecost in AD 32, is the Body of Christ which when completed will become the Bride of Christ, 

We will examine our eternal relationship with God through Christ in association with believers in this and other eras of human history to show the unique relationship with God for the Bride of Christ.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY.

PROPOSALS - It is proposed that consideration is given to the following:-
A. THE BRIDEGROOM AND THE BRIDE

1. The Lord Jesus Christ is the Bridegroom of Church Age believers who are His future virgin Bride.
2. Jesus Christ always is the King of Kings but He is also the Head and Bridegroom of the Church.

3. In the future the Bridegroom and the Bride will be married and have a wedding supper.
B. DIVINE JUDGMENTS AND THE BRIDE

4. God protects believers and does not make them subject to Global Divine Judgments.
5. The sufferings of the Church are therefore from Satanic and Evil sources not Divine Judgments.

6. Who then are those that have been or will be subject to Divine Judgments?

7. How does God deal with believers in different eras of His plan for them?

C. PERPETUATING REPLACEMENT THEOLOGY
8. The spiritualizing of Second Advent Prophecies has caused blindness regarding the future of the Jews. 
9. While the Reformation clarified Salvation by Faith alone it did not reform poor concepts of Eschatology.

10. Thus Reformers such as Luther continued to be anti Semitic in outlook with no future seen for the Jews.
11. There is a need for the Church to realize that God has a definite future for the Jews in His Eternal Plan.
D. GOD’S RELATIONSHIP WITH ISRAEL

12. Israel was the wife of Jehovah who through sin became estranged, divorced but will be remarried. 
13. Jesus Christ is the King of the Jews who will in the future sit on David’s Throne and reign forever.

14. The 1000 years of His reign will have unique, perfect conditions.

15. At the end of that period He will judge unbelievers from all time condemning them to the Lake of Fire
E. OUR RESPONSIBILITY IN GOD’S PLAN 
16. Current global prophetic conditions indicate that we are in the terminal generation before Christ’s return.

SECTION A - THE BRIDEGROOM AND THE BRIDE
Proposal 1. The Lord Jesus Christ is the Bridegroom of Church Age believers who are His future virgin Bride

Proposal 2. While Jesus Christ is the King of Kings but He is also the Head and Bridegroom of the Church.

DEFINITIONS
THE CHURCH comprises the sum total of individuals globally who have been eternally saved from 32 AD onwards by the exercise of their own free will personally receiving the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour, believing that He died personally for them and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12). 
The Church is therefore composed of believers only and has no relation to specific Christian denominations or Church buildings. It ends at the Rapture or Removal of the Church when the Body of Christ is complete. Once translated to heaven the Body of Christ becomes the Bride of Christ.
BODY OF CHRIST with Christ as the Head of the Body, Ephesians 4:4-16 states “There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. 8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 9 (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) 11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ: 14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 
BRIDE OF CHRIST with Christ the Bridegroom. Ephesians 5:22-27 states “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body. 24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing. 25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 
ISRAEL OR THE JEWS are all the physical descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob whether they are believers or unbelievers. They commence from the time of the Patriarchs and have no termination point continuing through the Millennial reign of their King, the Lord Jesus Christ, until the end of time.
THE GIFTS RECEIVED BY BECOMING A MEMBER OF THE BODY OF CHRIST
The provisions for each believer at the point of salvation are enormous. God ensures in His Grace provision that not a single genuine believer is lost.

Part of it is due to the fact that God, being all knowing and eternal has pre provided a complete raft of safeguards so that the prayer offered by the Lord Jesus Christ in John 17:6-26 can be fully guaranteed.
The gifts and provisions provided by God at salvation are outlined below.

CHRISTIAN LIFE – GIFTS GIVEN TO THE CHURCH AGE BELIEVERS AT SALVATION

Listed below are the 34 things God provides for every believer at the point of salvation.

1. In the eternal plan of God. (Sharing the destiny of Christ)

a) Foreknown (Acts 2:23, Romans 8:29, 1 Peter 1:2)

b) Elect (Romans 8:33, Colossians 3:12, 1 Thessalonians 1:4, Titus 1:1

c) Predestined (Romans 8:29, 30, Ephesians 1:5, 11)

d) Chosen (Matthew 22:14, 1 Peter 2:4)

e) Called (1 Thessalonians 5:24)

2. Reconciled

a) By God (2 Corinthians 5:18, 19, Colossians 1:20)

b) To God. (Romans 5:10, 2 Corinthians 5:20, Ephesians 2:14-17)

3. Redeemed (Romans 3:24, Colossians 1:14, 1 Peter 1:18)

4. Condemnation removed. (John 3:18, 5:24, Romans 8:1)

5. Under Grace instead of judgement; God is satisfied with the death of His Son. (Romans 3:24-26, 1 John 2:2)

6. All sins judged by the death of Christ. (Romans 4:25, Ephesians 1:7, 1 Peter 2:24)

7. Dead to old life - alive to God.

a) Crucified with Christ. (Romans 6:6, Galatians 2:20)

b) Dead with Christ. (Romans 6:8, Colossians 3:3, 1 Peter 2:24)

c) Buried with him. (Romans 6:4, Colossians 2:12)

d) Raised with Christ. (Romans 6:4, Colossians 3:1)

8. Free from the law.

a) Dead. (Romans 7:4)

b) Delivered. (Romans 6:14, 7:6, 2 Corinthians 3:11, Galatians 3:25)

9. Regenerated. (John 13:10, 1 Corinthians 6:11, Titus 3:5)

a) Born again. (John 3:7, 1 Peter 1:23)

b) Children of God. (Galatians 3:26)

c) Sons of God. (John 1:12, 2 Corinthians 6:18, 1 John 3:2)

d) A new creation. (2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 6:15, Ephesians 2:10)

10. Adopted. (Romans 8:15, 8:23 (future) Ephesians 1:5)

11. Acceptable to God. (Ephesians 1:6, 1 Peter 2:5)

a) Made righteous (Romans 3:22, 1 Corinthians 1:30, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Philippians 3:9)

b) Sanctified positionally. (1 Corinthians 1:30, 6:11)

c) Perfected forever. (Hebrews 10:14)

d) Made meet (qualified) (Colossians 1:12)

12. Justified (declared righteous). (Romans 3:24, 5:1, 5:9, 8:30, 1 Corinthians 6:11, Titus 3:7)

13. Forgiven all trespasses. (Ephesians 1:7, 4:32, Colossians 1:14, 2:13, 3:13)

14. Made nigh. (Heavenly citizenship based on reconciliation) (Luke 10:20, Ephesians 2:13, 19)

15. Delivered from the kingdom of Satan. (Colossians 1:13, 2:15)

16. Transferred into God's kingdom. (Colossians 1:13)

17. On a secure foundation. (1 Corinthians 3:11, 10:4, Ephesians 2:20)

18. A gift from God the Father to Christ. (John 10:29, 17:2, 6, 9, 11, 12, 24)

19. Delivered from the power of the sin nature. (Romans 2:29, Colossians 2:11)

20. Appointed priests unto God.

a) Holy priesthood. (1 Peter 2:5)

b) Royal priesthood. (1 Peter 2:9, Revelation 1:6)

21. Under the care of God as a chosen generation and a peculiar people. (Titus 2:14, 1 Peter 2:9)

22. Given access to God. (Romans 5:2, Ephesians 2:18, Hebrews 4:14, 16, 10:19, 20)

23. Within the "much more" care of God. (Romans 5:9, 10)

a) Objects of His love. (Ephesians 2:4, 5:2)

b) Objects of His grace.

i) For salvation. (Ephesians 2:8, 9)

ii) For keeping. (1 Peter 1:5)

iii) For service (John 17:18)

iv) For instruction (Titus 2:12)

c) Objects of His power. (Ephesians 1:19, Philippians 2:13)

d) Objects of His faithfulness. (Philippians 1:6, Hebrews 13:5,6)

e) Objects of His peace. (John 14:27)

f) Objects of His consolation. (2 Thessalonians 2:16)

g) Objects of His intercession. (Romans 8:34, Hebrews 7:25)

24. God's inheritance (Possession). (Ephesians 1:18)

25. Beneficiaries of an inheritance as heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. (Romans 8:17, Ephesians 1:14 Colossians 3:24, Hebrews 9:15, 1 Peter 1:4)

26. A new position. (Ephesians 2:6)

a) Partners with Christ in life. (Colossians 3:4)

b) Partners with Christ in service. (1 Corinthians 1:9)

c) Workers together with God. (1 Corinthians 3:9, 2 Corinthians 6:1)

d) Ministers of the New Testament. (2 Corinthians 3:6)

e) Ambassadors. (2 Corinthians 5:20)

f) Living epistles. (2 Corinthians 3:3)

g) Ministers of God. (2 Corinthians 6:4)

27. Recipients of eternal life. (John 3:15, 10:28, 20:31, 1 John 5:11, 12)

28. Members of the family and household of God. (Galatians 6:10, Ephesians 2:19)

29. Light in the Lord. (Ephesians 5:8, 1 Thessalonians 5:4)

30. United to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

a) In God. (1 Thessalonians 1:1) of "God in you" (Ephesians 4:6)

b) In Christ. (John 14:20 of "Christ in you" Colossians 1:27)

i) A member in His body. (1 Corinthians 12:13)

ii) A branch in the vine. (John 15:5)

iii) A stone in the building. (Ephesians 2:21, 22, 1 Peter 2:5)

iv) A sheep in the flock. (John 10:27-29)

v) A part of His bride. (Ephesians 5:25)

vi) A priest of the kingdom of priests. (1 Peter 2:9)

vii) A saint of the "new species". (2 Corinthians 5:17)

c) In the Spirit. (Romans 8:9) of "the Spirit in you"

31. Recipients of the ministries of the Holy Spirit.

a) Born of the Spirit. (John 3:6)

b) Baptised with the Spirit. (Acts 1:5, 1 Corinthians 12:13)

c) Indwelt by the Spirit. (John 7:39, Romans 5:5, 8:9, 1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19, Galatians 4:6, 1 John 3:24)

d) Sealed by the Spirit (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 4:30)

e) Given spiritual gifts. (1 Corinthians 12:11, 27-31, 13:1, 2)

32. Glorified. (Romans 8:30)

33. Complete in Him. (Colossians 2:10)

34. Possessors of every spiritual blessing provided in eternity past. (Ephesians 1:3)

CONTRAST OF THE CHURCH AND ISRAEL

The Church is different to Israel. God deals with the Church and Israel but they have separate functions in the plan of God. 
	ISRAEL
	THE CHURCH

	The Jews started with Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3).
	The Church started at Pentecost. (Acts 2; Galatians 3:26-28)

	Israel was promised blessings on earth. (Deuteronomy 28:1-14)
	The Church is promised blessings in heavenly places. (Ephesians 1:3; Hebrews 3:1)

	Israel's relationship to God was based on a Covenant. (Genesis 17:7,8)
	The Church's relationship to God is based on new birth. (John 1:12;13; 1 Peter 1:23)


	Israel's prophecy is mainly in the Old Testament.
	Prophecy of the Church is only in the New Testament.


	Israel worshipped at Jerusalem. (Psalm 122:1-4)
	The Church worships where two or three are gathered together in Christ's name. (Matthew 18:20)


	Israel lived under the law. (Ezekiel 20:10-12)
	The Church is under grace (John 1:17; Romans 6:14)


	Israel's destiny is with the Land. (Isaiah 60:18-21 )
	The Church’s destiny is with Heaven (l Thessalonians 4:13-18)


	Christ is King and Messiah to Israel.
	Christ is Head and Bridegroom to the Church.


	Israel contained Jews only
	The Church is made up of both Jews and Gentiles


	Israel continues forever 


	The Church starts at Pentecost and finishes with the Rapture 


COMMENT
Romans 5:8 states “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” As a consequence the protection of believers would be assured by God. 
In order for the Body of Christ to become the Bride of Christ it must have a starting and finishing date. It starts at Pentecost and finishes with the removal of the Church at the Rapture and before the Second Advent. 
At the Second Advent the Lord Jesus Christ returns as Judge to divide humanity into two groups. One group will enter into His 1000 year Kingdom on earth called the Millennium while the other, the unbelievers, will not and will be cast out of the earth. Matthew 25:31-46
CHURCH AGE – AN INSERTION IN THE REVEALED PLAN OF GOD
1. The CHURCH AGE is not mentioned in the Old Testament. 
It has been always been in the Eternal Plan of God but only revealed later by Him as an insertion.

2. Since the Church is a mystery it was not revealed to Old Testament writers. (Colossians 1:25,26)

The Old Testament Scriptures include everything such as the Incarnation, the Cross, the Resurrection, Ascension and Session of Jesus Christ.  The Old Testament Scriptures then skip over the Church Age to the Tribulation, Second Advent and Millennium.

3. Therefore all doctrine pertinent to the Church Age is intercalated or inserted.

4. Scriptures in the Old Testament where the Great Parenthesis occurs are: 

Daniel 2:40 and 41

Daniel 7:23 and 24

Daniel 9:26a and 26b, 

Daniel 11:35 and 36 

Isaiah 61:2a and 2b

The period of the great parenthesis is a period of the intensified state of the angelic conflict.  It was not included in the Old Testament Scriptures because it would have confused believers of that age.  They would have been quite probably envious of church age benefits such as the universal indwelling of the Holy Spirit, universal priesthood, indwelling of Christ, etc.

5. All believers in the period of intercalation are called into full time Christian service.

HOW DID THIS GAP INTO WHICH THE CHURCH WAS PLACED OCCUR - THE 70TH WEEK OF DANIEL

Daniel 9:24-27 states  “Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.
Here seventy weeks of years - 490 years are allocated to Israel and Jerusalem ending with the setting up of the Millennial reign of Jesus Christ with the anointing of the Most Holy.

25 Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. 
The period shown in this verse is the 483 years involved with the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem and the coming of the Messiah.

The commandment to rebuild Jerusalem was given in 445 BC by the Persian King Artaxerxes Longimanus to Nehemiah.

26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. 
The 483 years terminate with the Messiah being killed for others referring to the Cross. It terminated on Palm Sunday 32AD exactly to the day that Christ rode into Jerusalem. He was not a day early, nor a day late.

27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. 
This verse deals with the last seven years of the 490 year period. Obviously a gap of almost 2000 years exists between the end of the 69th week and the start of the 70th week.
It is into this gap that the Church is inserted starting at Pentecost AD 32 and terminating, in the future, at the restarting of the 70th week of Daniel, after the Rapture of the Church. 
CONCLUSION

We see from the above strong evidence that God has not finished with the Jews as a group and He will be working with them in the future.
CHURCH – SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

1. Israel under dispersion at this time in history no longer represents Christ on this earth.

2. Israel is replaced by the Church, the Body of Christ as God’s primary witness during the Church period (Acts 2:47, 1 Corinthians 12:12-14, Ephesians 1:22, 23, 2:16, 4:4, 5, 5:23, 24, 30-32, Colossians 1:18, 24, 2:19)

3. The Body of Christ is being completed by entering every believer of the Church Age into union with Christ. (Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 2:10)

4. When the number of believers in the Body is completed, the Rapture of the Church occurs. (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). At this point Israel returns as God’s prime agent for His Plan

5. In heaven the Body becomes the Bride, and is prepared for the Second Advent.

(a) The Bride receives a resurrection body like Christ’s (1 Corinthians 15:51-57, Philippians 3:21, 1 John 3:1, 2)

(b) The Bride's old sin nature is removed. (Philippians 3:21)

(c) The Bride is cleansed from human good. (1 Corinthians 3:12-16)

6. The Bride returns in triumph with Christ at the Second Advent. (1 Thessalonians 3:13, Revelation 19:6-8)

7. Then follows the conquest-

(a) Satan imprisoned (Revelation 20:1-3)

(b) Demons removed from the earth. (Zechariah 13:2, 1 Corinthians 15:24, 25, Colossians 2:15)

8. The removal of the demons changes the environment of the earth and allows perfect conditions during the Millennium.
(a) Religion removed.

(b) False doctrine removed.

(c) Perfect environment restored.

PROPOSAL 3  In the future the Bridegroom and the Bride will be married and have a wedding supper.

THE JEWISH WEDDING PROCEDURE AT THE TIME OF CHRIST

There is a wonderful parallelism between the Jewish Wedding and the wedding of Christ and the Church  

At the time of Christ the wedding was arranged by the father of the groom. In this analogy the relationship between Christ and mankind will be examined. It comprises a number of steps.
1 
THE SELECTION OF THE FUTURE BRIDE 

2. 
PAYING THE PRICE FOR AND GIVING GIFTS TO THE FUTURE BRIDE

3. 
THE FUTURE GROOM GOES TO HIS FATHER’S HOUSE TO PREPARE FOR HIS BRIDE 

4.
THE FETCHING OF THE BRIDE
5.
THE DRESSING OF AND PRESENTING OF THE PURE VIRGIN BRIDE

6.
THE WEDDING CEREMONY

7. 
THE MARRIAGE FEAST

1. BRIDE OF CHRIST – THE SELECTION OF THE FUTURE BRIDE 

Prior to the first visit of the prospective groom to the bride, the father made the arrangements [Shiddukhin] for their relationship. Hebrews 2:13 and agreed to pay the father of the bride the bride price with both the Groom and the Bride. The betrothal is sealed by the couple eating bread and drinking from the same cup. 

God the Father chooses us as the Bride and His Son approved the choice. John 10:28, 15:16
A marriage covenant [Ketubah] was made in writing to the Bride as a promise that it will be fulfilled.
A new covenant is made in the Written Word of God for us His Bride. The Old Covenant promise is fulfilled. 2 Corinthians 3:5-6 

The Father would agree to the bride price. In the case of God the Father the Bride price was the blood of His Son. John 3:16 
God the Father, the Planner, made all the arrangements for this wedding in eternity past.

THE MEETING OF THE GROOM AND HIS FUTURE BRIDE 

The couple would meet then break bread and drink from the cup to seal the engagement [Kiddushin] and New Covenant
Jesus breaks bread and drinks from the cup at the Last Supper sealing His New Covenant in His blood. Matthew 26:27-29, Luke 22:14-20

This makes the New Covenant at the Last Supper even more poignant as Jesus the Groom was with representatives of His future body in the eleven disciples participating with Him. 

Christ therefore came to earth at the First Advent and spent time with man including some like the 11 disciples who would be part of His Body. 
The period of the ministry of our Lord during the First Advent was to allow for the advanced training of His future wife to take on the duties of a wife. 
This is the time in a Jewish context where the bride was observed for her purity. It would be at least nine months and could be several years depending on the age of the couple. 
In the case of the Church this process is still continuing.

The Body of Christ is being formed on the earth during the Church Age. (Ephesians 1:22-23, 2:16, 4:4-5, 5:23, Colossians 1:18, 1:24, 2:19).

It is being completed by entering every believer of the Church Age into union with Christ. (1 Corinthians 12:12-14)

2. PAYING THE PRICE FOR AND GIVING GIFTS TO THE FUTURE BRIDE
Prior to leaving the bride's house the bridegroom would pay the whole dowry or payment [Mohar] showing the Bride His love for Her. Hebrews 9:23-28
Jesus paid the price for us on the Cross prior to leaving the Bride’s house and before the Church existed as an entity. This shows the Church how there is no greater love for us. 1 Corinthians 6:20, John 15:23

Christ's death on the cross paid the debt of all mankind in full prior to any access into heaven by believers. 

This is why Lazarus was in Paradise or Abraham’s Bosom a place of great peace and blessing but not in heaven. Luke 16:19-31
GIVING GIFTS TO THE FUTURE BRIDE

It was the Jewish Custom for the Groom gives the Bride love gifts [Mattan]. In our case Jesus our Groom gave His future Bride gifts of eternal life, peace, love and much more John 10:22-28, John 14:13-14, 27
The Father of the Groom also gave his future daughter in law gifts [Shiluhim] to equip her for her new life and as an inheritance. 

We are given the gifts of the Holy Spirit and our spiritual gifts are from the Father for us in our new life in Him and with Him John 14:16-17, 2 Corinthians 1:21-22, Galatians 5:22
The Bride would also have a purifying bath [Mikveh]. We are a New Creation in Christ due to the Baptism of the Holy Spirit which occurs at the point of salvation where we are baptized into Christ. 2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 2:20

3. THE FUTURE BRIDEGROOM GOES TO HIS FATHER’S HOUSE TO PREPARE FOR HIS BRIDE 

 The bridegroom would return to his father's house and build a future house for the newly married couple to live in. (John 14:1-3) 
The Lord Jesus Christ ascended to His Father's house to prepare a place for his bride. He promised that there will be many mansions which would be for His Bride

In the future the New Jerusalem will be the residence of the Bride Revelation 21:9-21:

4. THE FETCHING OF THE BRIDE

At that point of time the Father's requests the Son to go to the Bride's realm to pick the Bride up. 

When the Body is completed the Rapture occurs. 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18, 1 Corinthians 15:51-7. Compared with Revelation 19:6-8, Zechariah 13:2 and 1 Thessalonians 3:13

 The Lord Jesus Christ therefore returns to earth for his church at the Rapture. In 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 there are a series of steps that occur in this operation. 

The Lord comes from heaven which is His Father’s home and enters the earth’s atmosphere thus entering into the realm of the Bride. 

There is then a shout or military command followed by the voice of the archangel and the sound of the Trumpet of God. 

The “dead in Christ” [comprising all those believers who have died since 32AD] will rise in resurrection bodies first closely followed by the believers who are still physically alive at the time of the Rapture. They will all meet the Lord Jesus Christ in the air and so we will be with Him forever.

5. THE DRESSING AND PRESENTING THE CHURCH AS A PURE VIRGIN BRIDE

When the time comes for the Church to be presented as a bride she will be a pure virgin 2 Corinthians 11:2, not having any spot or blemish Ephesians 5:26-27
Looking at the believers comprising the Church as a whole today the concept of a “pure virgin” status does not readily spring to mind! 

We are composed of sinners saved by grace with many impediments including ageing bodies, work done with the wrong motivation and good works produced from selfish human activity and a lively old sin nature. 

This obviously has to change to become a pure virgin Bride.

Before the marriage ceremony three major changes are effected to convert the Bride to a pure virgin status.

For eternal life we need a resurrection body. (1 Corinthians 15:51-57, Philippians 3:21, 1 John 3:1,2).
1 Corinthians 15:51-57  Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Bride at the Rapture is provided with a resurrection body and no longer possesses a sinful nature. 

In the above passage we see that those who have already died will instantaneously become incorruptible and those who are still alive at the time of the Rapture will become immortal. 

The new bodies are provided by the Holy Spirit as seen in Romans 8:11 “But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by His Spirit that dwelleth in you.”
Philippians 3:20-21 states ”For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 21 Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself”
The provision of our eternal Resurrection Body will result in the instantaneous loss of our Old Sinful Nature at the Rapture

THE BRIDE WHILE WAITING FOR HER WEDDING DAY PRODUCES GOOD WORKS

1 Corinthians 3:10-15 states “According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. 11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.”
While waiting for the Bridegroom individuals in the Body of Christ prepare good works to adorn her wedding garments. The future Bride produces good works of eternal worth shown as gold, silver and precious stones but also worthless acts shown as wood, hay and stubble, works of no value. The worthless acts are evaluated in Isaiah 64:6a “But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags” To be pure the Church needs for the human good or our righteousnesses represented as filthy rags to be removed.
The removal of the “filthy rags” of human good by fire occurs at the Bema seat where each believer’s life is evaluated and the individual is rewarded for work undertaken under the power of the Holy Spirit but human good is removed and burnt.  

Salvation is the requirement to appear at the Bema Seat evaluation. Some believers will have no rewards while others have many. However no believer is rejected I Corinthians 3:15. 

One needs to remember that because of grace there is therefore no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus Romans 8:1
6. THE WEDDING CEREMONY

It was the Jewish custom for the Groom take His Bride to the chamber where they consummate [Nissuin] their marriage and celebrate for a period of seven [Shavuah] days

In the case of the Church Jesus will take us to His bridal chamber where the marriage will be consummated and we will celebrate for seven [Shavuah] years.
Revelation 19:6-8  “And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. 

The wedding ceremony was conducted in the home of the Groom so the wedding ceremony for the Bride, the Church will be in heaven. The wedding ceremony was an intimate affair with only a few attendees but including two witnesses. The Church is now glorified without any blemishes. The purity of the Church is seen in the fact that she is dressed in fine clean white linen.

The wedding ceremony is followed by the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ which is given in Revelation 19 9-16 showing that the wedding ceremony is prior to the Second Advent. “9 And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God. 10 And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. 13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”
In verse 9 we see that only believers will be called to celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb. 

7. THE MARRIAGE FEAST COMPLETES THE CEREMONY

While the number of people attending the wedding ceremony is small the number attending the wedding feast was far greater. The bride and groom hold a wedding feast which in rich families could last a month. In effect the wedding feast of the Lamb will last 1,000 years - The Millennium on earth.

Friends of the bridegroom would attend the wedding feast. Old Testament Saints and Tribulational martyrs in resurrection bodies will be in the rejoicing of the Millennium.

Friends of the Bride, outside the wedding hall with lamps alight waited for the bridal couple to come before they entered the wedding feast. (Matthew 25:1-13) These are the Tribulation Saints who survive the Great Tribulation who enter into the Millennium in their physical bodies to replenish the earth. 
These are those who have known the Bride and become believers after the Rapture. They include the 144,000 Jewish witnesses of Revelation 7:4-8 all of whom survive the Tribulation Revelation 14:1
THE GAP BETWEEN THE SECOND ADVENT AND THE START OF THE MILLENNIUM

It is noted that there is a 45 day gap between the Second Advent of Christ and the start of the Millennium Daniel 12:11-12 “And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days.12 Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days.”
Upon the return of the bride and groom judgement occurs. (Psalm 110:1) 
Believers are welcomed into the Marriage Supper while Unbelievers will be cast off the earth as they are not invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

Satanic activity during the Millennium is eliminated with 

a) Disarming of demons (Colossians 2:15)

b) Satan is imprisoned for 1,000 years. (Revelation 20:1-3)

c) Jesus Christ casts demons into prison. Zechariah 13:2, Colossians 2:15, 1 Corinthians 15:24,25)

The environment is instantaneously restored to its pristine state. Romans 8:21 

IN SUMMARY

The Marriage occurs in heaven, the supper to take place on earth. (Matthew 25:1-13)

Four groups involved in this supper:-

i) The Groom - Jesus Christ in a resurrection body.
ii) The Friends of the Groom - Old Testament Saints in resurrection bodies (John 3:29)

iii) The Bride - Church Age Believers in resurrection bodies.

iv) The Friends of the Bride - Tribulation believers, in physical bodies 

The Friends of the Bride will receive resurrection bodies at the end of the Millennium 
SECTION B.
 DIVINE JUDGMENTS AND THE BRIDE

In this section we will examine the following four proposals:- 

Proposal 4. God protects believers and does not make them subject to Global Divine Judgments

Proposal 5. The sufferings of the Church are therefore from Satanic and Evil sources not Divine Judgments.

Proposal 6. Some of those that have been and will be subject to Divine Judgments

Proposal 7. God deals with different groups of believers in different eras of His plan?

PROPOSAL 4. God protects believers and does not make them subject to Global Divine Judgments

In this section we review God’s use of divine judgments in relation to believers including the Church.
This is not to be confused with the individual evaluation at the Bema Seat of Christ, nor the individual early taking home to heaven of believers who make serious errors such as Ananias and Sapphira in Act 5:1-11
LET US CONSIDER A HUMAN FAMILY AS AN EXAMPLE 
From a human viewpoint what would society think of a father in law who has already arranged at great expense the marriage between his son and his future bride. 

Would he inflict his future daughter in law to a three and a half or seven year period of torture and terror deliberately inflicted in her population area involving her before asking his much loved son to go and fetch his fiancé so that they can get married in his house?  
Such a scenario would be considered ludicrous in the extreme. Society would be totally outraged and expect the father to be permanently incarcerated in an insane asylum long before the wedding took place.
Logically if the father is going to deal with his enemies in a violent manner he is going to secure his family safely before having to punish people who are rebelling against him.
NOW CONSIDER THE CHARACTER OF GOD

GOD IS KING OF KINGS – God is in charge of history. He is greater than any angel or man. Everything from Creation until the end of the world is under the ultimate control of God. He can therefore look after us so we know that we are safe in the King’s hands.

GOD IS TOTALLY GOOD – God is absolutely perfect in all His ways. The Bible tells us that Jesus Christ was tempted in every way like us but was without sin. He who knew no sin was made sin for us so that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.

GOD IS PERFECTLY JUST – God is fair to all. He is not willing that any should perish. However He has to judge sin. He provided a perfect plan in which His Son, a perfect person, was sacrificed to satisfy His justice and allow us to have fellowship with Him.
GOD IS PERFECT LOVE – God loves us with a perfect love. He loves us with the same love that He loves His Son the Lord Jesus Christ. Love casts out all fear. Recognising the perfect love of God will give us great confidence in our future. 

GOD IS ETERNAL LIFE – God has always existed. Before creation He was there and He will be there forever more. God loves us so much that He sacrificed His only Son that whoever believes in Him will not perish but have everlasting life.
GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING – God knows absolutely everything. This is because God is outside time. He knew exactly when you would trust in Christ, He knew the sins we would commit and was able to judge them all at the Cross two thousand years ago.

GOD IS SUPREMELY POWERFUL – the Gospel of John tells us that we are in the hands of God and that no one is able to take us out of those hands. Jesus Christ not only created the universe but by His power he holds it all together. What a mighty God we serve.

GOD IS EVERYWHERE – God is ever present wherever you go in the universe. Whether you are in the deepest mine or on the Moon, God is there. There is no place where you can find that God is not with you. Even as one goes through the valley of the shadow of death He is there.

GOD IS UNCHANGEABLE - God is unlike human beings. He does not change. He is the same yesterday, today and forever. This means that the 7000 or so promises which He has given us in the Bible remain as true now as when the promise was first given.
GOD IS TOTAL TRUTH – God has given us the Word of Truth for our use while we are on this earth. We can take His Bible as totally true and reliable. Jesus said “I am the way, the truth and the life”. His ways are not our ways so we must learn the Truth from Him and not rely on people.

God exists in three persons, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit which allows for relationships to be seen in the Godhead.

Even though they are called the Father, Son and Spirit they all have equal qualities. For instance God the Father is just as unchangeable as God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. All three have the same Holiness, Love and Eternal Life as well as the other areas of character.

The main difference is in their responsibilities in the Plan of God. The Father is the Planner, the Son undertakes and fulfils the Plan and the Holy Spirit reveals the plan. 

CONCLUSION
GOD’S ATTITUDE

In the case of God the Father the price of the Bride has been the ultimate sacrifice of His Beloved Son whom He has always loved with an infinite love. Applying Divine Judgments by God the Father to the Body of Christ comprising believers only is totally inconceivable.

PROPOSAL 5 - The sufferings of the Church and Believers are from Satanic and evil sources
The following summaries show that, since the Fall, Satan has attacked the Plan of God in a series of unsuccessful attempts from the Fall of Man to the incarceration of Satan in the bottomless pit at the start of the Millennium. Revelation 20:1-3
First Attack  - To make the couple in the Garden disobey God – this was successful
Second Attacks – To try and prevent the Lord Jesus Christ from being born

Third Attacks - To try and prevent Jesus Christ from going to the cross and paying for the sins of the world

Current Attacks on believers and the Word of God since the Cross and encourage unbelievers to reject God’s Plan.
It is in the area of these attacks that the Church Age believer is involved with at this time and it will intensify as the period of Satan’s incarceration draws near.
SATANIC ATTACK ON THE PLAN OF GOD
1. PRE ADAMIC
	Original Creation
	Genesis I:1
	Perfection and unity.

	Creation of Satan
	Ezekiel 28:13-15
	Created the most beautiful creature, a genius.

	Fall of Satan
	Isaiah 14:12-15
	"I will" 5 times. Satan sets himself up as God.

	33%Angels follow Satan
	Revelation 12:4
	

	God's Judgment
	Matthew 25:41
	Lake of fire created for Satan and his angels.

	Satan appeals
	
	Man created with a free will to show the fairness of God's judgment.


2. STAGE 1 - INNOCENCE-SINFULNESS
	Man created
	Genesis 1:26, 27
	God provides everything. One tree a test of free will.

	Woman falls
	Genesis 3:1-6
	Through ignorance of God's Word

	Man falls
	1 Timothy 2:13, 14
	Man chooses deliberately to go against God's provision.

	Salvation promised
	Genesis 3:15
	


3. STAGE 2 - ATTACK ON THE LINE OF THE SAVIOUR
Object:- If Satan can prevent the Saviour being physically born he has proved that God does not keep His promise in Genesis 3:15 and is therefore not perfect.

	Attack 1. Cain kills Abel (Attack on the seed of the woman)
	Genesis 4:8, 9
	An unbeliever kills a believer but Seth, another believer is provided for the line of Christ.

	Attack 2. Infiltration of Fallen Angels. (Attack on the humanity)
	Genesis 6:1-8
	Infiltration until only Noah's family left as the humanity. Flood removes angel/men demons incarcerated in Tartarus (Hades)

	Attack 3. Tower of Babel (Attack on nationalism)
	Genesis 11:1 -7
	An attempt by Satan to bring in the Millennium without God. The original U.N. God forms nations and confuses their tongues.- Tower of Babel.

	Abraham promised the Saviour will be descended from him.

	Genesis 12:1-3
	Attack on the line of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

	Attack 4. Pharaoh of Egypt.
	Exodus 1:22
	Using Pharaoh by ordering the slaughter of the male Jews Satan attempts to eliminate the Jews.

	David promised a King descended from him will reign forever
	2 Samuel 7:12-16
	Satan now attacks the descendants of David


	Attack 5. Against the Kings of Judah
	2 Kings 22:1, 2
	Josiah, boy King of Judah divinely protected comes to throne at age of 8 after coup d'etat eliminates all other members of the royal line.

	Attack 6. Against the Jews
	Esther 3:6
	Satan attempts to destroy the Jews using Haman. Haman eventually executed.

	Attack 7. Against Jerusalem.
	Isaiah 37:36
	185,000 Assyrian troops under Sennacherib killed by God outside Jerusalem.


4. STAGE 3 - ATTACK ON THE PERSON OF CHRIST
	Attack 1. Possible stoning of Mary
	Matthew 1:18-20
	The nobility of Joseph defended the as yet unborn Jesus.

	Attack 2. Herod the Great.
	Matthew 2:16-18
	Satan using Herod attempts to eliminate the Christ child by murdering all the young males in Bethlehem. Joseph takes Jesus to Egypt.

	Attack 3. Temptation in Wilderness
	Matthew 4:9
	A sinner cannot redeem other sinners. Satan offers the crown (Millennium) before the cross. Jesus follows God's plan.

	Attack 4. Temptation not to go to the Cross.
	Matthew 16:21-23
	Jesus follows God's plan although the cross was obnoxious to him.

	Attack 5. Attempt to stone Jesus.
	John 8:59
	It was prophesied that the Saviour would die on wood. Stoning would have cut across this prophecy.

	Attack 6. Attempt to tempt Jesus down from the cross.
	Matthew 27:40
	If Jesus had come down from the cross there would have been no salvation.

	Attack 7. The drugged wine.
	Matthew 27:34
	Gall was a drug which if Jesus had accepted it would have impaired his free will and there would have been no salvation.


5. SOME ATTACKS SINCE THE CROSS
	Attack 1. Against Scripture.
	Attempting to get false books accepted in the canon of Scripture. Liberalism and Modernism, Humanism and Evolution.

	Attack 2. Revival of Roman Empire
	Under Charlemagne in 800 and Charles V in 1500. Roman Catholic Church.

	Attack 3. Massacre of Jews.
	Hitler's final solution attempts to eliminate Jews. No Jews no Kingdom for Jesus to reign over. Inquisition, Crusades, Russian pogroms.

	Attack 4. One World Government.
	Revival of the Tower of Babel concept under the League of Nations and U.N.

	Attack 5. Communism/ Socialism.


	Satan's millennium.

	Attack 6. Persecution.


	Nero, Reformation, Inquisition


STRATEGY OF SATAN - AT THE PRESENT SATAN'S STRATEGY IS DIVIDED INTO 3 SECTIONS.
(a)
Towards unbelievers - 


To blind them regarding the gospel. (2 Corinthians 4:3, 4, 2 Thessalonians 2:9, 10)

(b)
Towards believers -


He accuses believers. (Revelation 12-9, 10, Job 1:6-11)


He persuades the believers to ignore the will of God through disobedience. (Genesis 2:17), through worry (1 Peter 5, 7-9), ignoring doctrine.  (1 Chronicles 21:1)


He seeks to entice the believer from the will of God. (James 4:7, 8)


He seeks to destroy the believer's focus by getting eyes on self (1 Corinthians 1:10, 11 on people (1 Corinthians 1:12) by getting eyes on things (Hebrews 13:5, 6)


To get the believer frightened of death. (Hebrews 2:14, 15)

(c)
Towards the world in general -


Satan tries to deceive the nations. (Revelation 20:7-10)

PRINCIPLE:- The more you know about the Word of God the more you will be effective as a Christian. c/f. Jesus in Matthew 4.

SATANIC ATTACK ON BELIEVERS IN THE CHURCH AGE
1.  As believers we battle two enemies; the Old Sin Nature from within (Romans 7:18, 8:8, Galatians 5:16-19) and Satan without. (John 8:44, 1 John 3:8)

2. We must know what Satan is up to and learn his strategies so that we might be ready and alert. (2 Corinthians 2:11)

3. Satan's most potent attack is to install false pastor teachers within the church who teach just enough false doctrine to sidetrack foolish believers. (2 Corinthians 11:13-15)

4. Satan attacks believer's assurance of salvation.

5. He also accuses believers of sin both to God and to the believer in the form of guilt. (Revelation 12:9-10)

6. Satan wants us to trust our feelings; God wants us to trust His Word. (Romans 8:1)

7. Satan lures believers away from the Word (Genesis 3:4) whilst God wants believers stabilised upon His Word. (Isaiah 26:3)

8. Satan hinders believers from doing the geographical and operational will of God.

9. Satan will do all he can to hinder the believer's growth: (2 Peter 5:18)

a) by getting the believer's eyes off Christ and onto self, others or circumstances

b) by encouraging lust for material things over spiritual growth

c) by encouraging mental attitude sins.

10. Satan is the author of sin and the founder of fear. We are not called to fear but to faith. (2 Timothy 1:7)

PROPOSAL 6. Examples of Divine Judgment and those who have been and will be subject to them.
Having demonstrated that the group of the believers known as the Church will not receive Divine Judgment we now view those to whom Divine judgment has been shown or will receive it.

It should be noted that the purpose of such judgment especially in the future is to encourage people during the seven years before the return of the Lord Jesus Christ to look to God for gracious forgiveness.

In many places the gospel is given, it is grace before judgment. Some repent and some of those are martyred by those who are against the Plan of God. 
An example of this is given after the four horse judgments where those martyred plead with God to avenge their blood. Revelation 6:9-11 “And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held:10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.”
Historically the death of martyrs has made a very strong witness to others of the strength of their faith as they will not recant and has resulted in many conversions. It is said that sometimes your death as a believer is one of the greatest testimonies to your faith.
CIVILISATIONS AND GLOBAL JUDGMENTS 
DEFINITION - Civilisations are defined as a period of time commencing with Believers only and end in Judgment. There are three such civilisations over the 7000 year time period from the Fall to the end of the Millennium
There are three Global Divine Judgments associated with the end of Civilisations.
CIVILISATION 1 – Started with the Fall from Innocence in the Garden and ended with the global judgment of the Flood of Noah Genesis 6 7-8 “And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them.8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.”
CIVILISATION 2  - Started with Noah and his family and will end at the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ  At the end of the Second Civilisation the whole world population living at that time will be judged by the Lord Jesus Christ resulting in believers entering the Millennium and believers being cast off the earth. 
Matthew 25 31-46 “When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: 32 And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: 33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: 36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? 39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? 40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 43 I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. 44 Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? 45 Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me. 46 And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

CIVILISATION 3 – Commences with believers only at the start of the Millennium [the sheep in Matthew 25 above] and ends with the final global rebellion against God and the Great White Throne Judgment. At the Last Judgment all unbelievers in the history of man will be judged according to their works and cast into the Lake of Fire. Revelation 20:7-15 “And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 8 And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog, and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 9 And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. 10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 11 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”
DIVINE JUDGMENTS IN THE TIME IMMEDIATELY BEFORE CHRIST’S RETURN – THE TRIBULATION

The Book of the Revelation deals in detail with this period of 7 years.  As seen before, this was prophesied by Daniel in Daniel 9:24-27 and is outlined in detail in The Revelation which forms the greatest amount of information about this time and can be divided as follows:- 

Chapter I 
The introduction of the Lord Jesus Christ 

Chapter 2-3
The Seven Churches seen on Earth and are given in Chronological Order.

Chapters 5-6
The Church is seen in heaven after the Rapture of the Church.

Chapters 6-18
The Period of the Tribulation is seen with Divine Judgments and the Gospel given

Chapter 19
The Second Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ accompanied by the Church Age believers. 
Chapter 20
The Millennial Reign of Jesus Christ on the earth ending in the Great White Throne

Chapter 21 22
The Eternal State after time has finished

DIVINE JUDGMENTS IN REVELATION – THE SEALS, TRUMPETS AND BOWLS JUDGMENTS

SEVEN SEALS JUDGMENTS

1. White Horse of Peace. (Revelation 6:1-2)

2. Red Horse of War. (Revelation 6:3-4)

3. Black Horse of Famine. (Revelation 6:5-6)

4. Pale Horse of Death. (Revelation 6:7-8)

5. Persecution. (Revelation 6:9-11)

6. Destruction. (Revelation 6:12-17)

7. Seven Trumpet Judgements. (Revelation 8:1)

SEVEN TRUMPETS JUDGMENTS

1. Hail, Fire and Blood. (Revelation 8:7)

2. Burning Mountain. (Revelation 8:8- 9)

3. Wormwood. (Revelation 8:10-11)

4. Universe Struck. (Revelation 8:12-13)

5. Locusts. (Revelation 9:1-12)

6. 200 Million Man Army. (Revelation 9:13-21)

7. Seven Bowls Judgements. (Revelation 11:15-19)

Between the 11th and 16th chapters of the Revelation the ascension of the Antichrist’s image in the Temple in Jerusalem occurs marking the half way point in the seven year period before the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ

SEVEN BOWL JUDGMENTS 

1. Severe Sores. (Revelation 16:2)

2. Sea of Blood. (Revelation 16:3)

3. Rivers of Blood. (Revelation 16:4- 7)

4. Scorching Heat. (Revelation 16:8- 9)

5. Darkness and Pain. (Revelation 16:10-11)

6. Armageddon. (Revelation 16:12)

7. Earthquake and Hailstones. (Revelation 16:17-21)

CONCLUSION

The conclusion we can draw from the above is that the Church which, unlike other groups, consists of believers only will be protected from Divine Judgment by its removal from the earth prior to Daniel’s 70th week exactly on time as far as God’s Plan is concerned having accomplished the tasks required in the gap in the Age of the Jews as indicated in Daniel’s Seventy Weeks prophecy.

SOME OTHER NOTABLE DIVINE JUDGMENTS
The destruction of the Tower of Babel and dispersion of humanity globally due to rebellion against God

The death of the firstborn in Egypt at the time of the Exodus and subsequent death of Pharaoh and his pursuing army in the Red Sea.
The escape of Lot and his two daughters from Sodom before divine judgment on the city.
The destruction of the enemies of Israel using stone bolides during the Long day of Joshua. Joshua 10:11-13. This celestial bombardment was provided by God to fall precisely on the enemy at precisely the right time but not hurt Joshua’s army

The judgment on and transportation of the Northern Kingdom into exile under the Assyrians 

The death of 185,000 Assyrian troops overnight outside Jerusalem to protect Jerusalem. Isaiah 37:36
The judgment on and transportation of the Southern Kingdom into captivity by the Babylonians and destruction of the Temple 605-586 BC 
The judgment on the Jews by the Romans and destruction of the Second Temple AD 70
The future destruction of the King of the North invasion force using bolides Ezekiel 39 c f Joshua 10:12-13
PROPOSAL 7. - God dealing with believers in different eras of his plan 

Over time God will use different means to administer His Plan on the earth. This method of stewardship is outlined in Ephesians 3:1-5  “For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, 2 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: 3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, 4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) 5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;

We note that the times are called ages and in verse 5 this method had not been revealed to the apostles and prophets. We now know that the Age of the Church had been hidden from all until the Cross, Resurrection, Ascension and Session of Christ had been finalised. [see the topic of Church Age – Insertion on page 9]
DEFINITION A Dispensation in verse 2 is defined as a period of time expressing the viewpoint of God in relation to the history of man. During each such period God entrusts the spreading of the Gospel to specific people. Failure to fulfil their responsibility causes God to end that age and usher in a new one.

Human history is divided biblically into 4 Dispensations.

(a) Age of Gentile or Family from Adam to Abraham
(b) Age of the Jews from Abraham to Pentecost and the Rapture to the Second Advent of Christ 
(c) Age of the Church from Pentecost in 32AD to the Rapture.

(d) Age of Christ or the Millennium – From the Second Advent of Christ to the Last Judgment.

At the end of the Millennium time ceases to exist and we enter eternity

SOME FEATURES OF THE AGES OR DISPENSATIONS

Salvation - In all cases salvation is the same - faith in Jesus Christ but due to the position of the cross varies in its viewpoint of the sacrifice from prophetic to historic.

(a) The Gentile and Jewish ages looked forward to the cross by means of animal sacrifices, the Tabernacle/Temple and Old Testament scriptures.

(b) The Church age looks back at the cross as an accomplished fact in history.

(c) The Millennial Age looks at the present person of Christ on earth.

RESPONSIBLE AGENTS FOR THE GOSPEL
(a) Gentiles - the head of the family responsible for the gospel.

(b) Jews - a special race based on regeneration responsible for the gospel. 
(c) Church - a spiritual race based on regeneration responsible for the gospel.

(d) Christ - the God/Man himself responsible for the gospel.

OUR POSITION  We are therefore in the Church Age dispensation and Post Flood Civilisation.

GOD’S ACTIONS DURING THE ETERNAL PLAN OF GOD

THE PERIOD OF THE GENTILES OR FAMILY

1. Scripture:  Genesis 1-11

2. Limits:  Adam to Abraham.

3. Divided into Three Sections

a) The Age of Innocence (Genesis 1:28-3:22)

b) The Age of Rebellion (Genesis 3:23-8:20)

c) The Age of Nations (Genesis 8:21-11:32)

4. Characteristics

a) One Language. (Genesis 11:6)

b) One race - the Gentiles (Genesis 11:6)

c) No written scripture

d) No missionary agency; every believer responsible for the gospel - particularly the father.

e) Means of salvation - belief in Christ. (Romans 4:3)

f) Time span - approximately 2,000 years

g) Major judgements - Noah (flood) (Genesis 7)

h) At death believers went to Paradise.

i) At death unbelievers went to Torments.

j) Priesthood - specialized - particularly the father.

k) The Law - no Mosaic Law.

l) Holy Spirit - assisted a selected few believers

m) Environment - perfect in the garden, progressively worse after sin (Genesis 1:31, 3:17-18).

n) Satan - In heaven and on earth.

o) Rebellion. Adam and Eve. Tower of Babel. (Genesis 11:1-9)

5.  During this Age, God established four institutions for mankind to live by:-

a) Free Will (Genesis 2:16,17)

b) Marriage (Genesis 2:22-24)

c) Family (Genesis 4:1)

d) Human government and Nations (Genesis 9-11)

6. During this Age, Satan attacked these frameworks.

a) Free Will (Genesis 3) - the fall of Adam and Eve.

b) Marriage and Family (Genesis 6)- the angelic infiltration.

c) Nationalism (Genesis 11:1-9) - Internationalism in the tower of Babel. 

THE AGE OF ISRAEL OR THE JEWS

1. Scripture:  Genesis 12 to Acts 1.

2. Limits:  Abraham to Second Advent.

3. Divided into Three Sections

a) The Patriarchs - Abraham - Moses.

b) The Law. Moses - Pentecost.

c) The Tribulation from the Rapture to the Second Advent of Christ.

4. Characteristics

a) Length of Age - approximately 2,000 years.

b) Means of salvation - faith in Christ (James 2:23)

c) Written Scripture - Old Testament completed 425 BC

d) Evangelists - The Jews

e) Four Unconditional Covenants:-

i) Abrahamic (Genesis 12:1-3)

ii) Davidic (2 Samuel 7:8-16)

iii) Palestinian (Genesis 15:18-21)

iv) New (Jeremiah 31:31-34)

These are fulfilled at the Second Advent, when Jesus, the Messiah returns to earth to reign as King.

f) Specific discipline for failure to comply with Divine Direction include:-

i) Where a foreign country rules the Jews (e.g. Rome from 60 BC. to 70 AD.)

ii) Where the Jews are removed from the land (e.g. Babylonian captivity 586 to 516 BC)

g) Major judgements - Babylonian captivity.

h) At death believers - Paradise (Abraham's Bosom) (Luke 16:19-31

i) At death unbelievers - Torments (Luke 16:19-31)

j) Priesthood - Levitical (Exodus 28-29)

k) The Law - given to Moses (Exodus 19-24)

l) Holy Spirit - assisted a selected few believers – e.g. Gideon, David, Samson.

m) Environment - sinful.

n) Satan - in heaven and on earth.

o) Rebellion - Idolatry, rejection of the Law of God.

p) Many languages - (Genesis 11:9)

q) Many races of people (Genesis 11:9)

r) Spirituality - resting in the promise of God (Hebrews 11:8-40)

5. The Jewish Age is interrupted at the crucifixion of Jesus Christ (Daniel 9:26a).  Instead of accepting their Messiah, the Jews rejected and crucified Him. 

God therefore has temporarily set the Jews aside and ordained the Church as His ambassadors on earth Romans 11:17-25. 

When the Church is removed from the earth at the Rapture, God will re-institute the Jews as His ambassadors.  This will last for a period of seven years (Daniel 9:26b-27), known as the Tribulation (see below), during which time the Jews will repent and call upon their Messiah.  The Lord Jesus Christ will then come back to earth at the Second Advent to regather Israel and establish His kingdom on earth.

THE AGE OF THE CHURCH 

1. Limits:  Pentecost 32AD to the Rapture

2. Divided into Two Sections

a) Pre Canon to 100 AD Period of temporary and permanent gifts. (1 Corinthians 13:10)

b) Post Canon - period of permanent gifts where the whole Bible is complete.

3. Characteristics

a) Length of Age - Unknown - but possibly about 2,000 years.

b) Means of Salvation - Faith in Christ. (Acts 16:31)

c) Written Scripture - Old Testament - Pre Canon; Whole Bible - Post Canon.

d) Evangelists - all believers (Matthew 28:18-20, 2 Corinthians 5:20)

e) Major Judgement -- Nil

f) At death (believers) - Heaven, face to face with the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8)

g) At death (unbelievers) - Torments, Hades.

h) Priesthood - all believers as priests (1 Peter 2:9)

i) The Law - grace, the law having been fulfilled by Jesus Christ (Matthew 5:17)

j) Holy Spirit - indwells all believers (John 7:39, 1 Corinthians 6:19)

k) Environment - sinful.

l) Satan - in Heaven or on earth, He can only be in one place at one time
m) Rebellion - Apostasy (2 Timothy 3:1-6)

n) Many languages - (Genesis 11:9)

o) Many races of people - (Genesis 11:9)

p) Spirituality - filling of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18)

q) Every believer in union with Christ. (1 Corinthians 12:13)

r) Every believer indwelt by Christ. (John 14:20)

4. The Church Age is not mentioned in the Old Testament.

a) The Church was a mystery to Old Testament writers. (Colossians 1:25-26)

b) The Old Testament Scriptures include everything such as the Incarnation, the Cross, the Resurrection, Ascension and Session of Jesus Christ. The Old Testament Scriptures then skip over the Church Age to the Tribulation, Second Advent and Millennium.

c) Examples of scriptures in the Old Testament where the great parenthesis occurs are Daniel 2:40,41,  7:23,24,  9:26a,26b,  11:35,36, Hosea 3:4,5 , Isaiah 61:2a,2b

THE AGE OF THE TRIBULATION OR THE TIME OF JACOB'S TROUBLE

1. The Tribulation is actually the last seven years of the Age of the Jews  [see above]
2. General Scripture (Revelation 4-19)

3. Limits:  Rapture to Second Advent

4. Characteristics:

a) Length of Age - 7 years. (Daniel 9:27)

b) Means of Salvation - faith in Christ.

c) Scripture - completed Canon.

d) Evangelists - 144,000 Jewish evangelists (Revelation 7). Also angelic evangelists (Revelation 14:6-7)

e) Major judgements - a succession of judgments upon the unbelieving world  (Matthew 24:21)

f) At death believers - Heaven (Revelation 15:12)

g) At death unbelievers - Torments, Hades.

h) Priesthood - specialised priesthood - Jews.

i) The Law - no Law (Matthew 5:17)

j) Holy Spirit - assists believers but does not indwell.

k) Environment - sinful - Antichrist and Satan rule the whole world.

l) Satan - in Heaven or on earth for first 3 1/2 years; cast down to earth for second 3 1/2 years (Rev12:9)

m) Rebellion - Armageddon, one world political and religious system

n) Spirituality- resting in the promises of God.

o) Three sets of Judgments - seals (Revelation 6), trumpets (Revelation 8), judgements (Revelation 15,16)

THE AGE OF THE MILLENNIUM OR CHRIST’S THOUSAND YEAR REIGN ON THE EARTH
1. General Scripture:  Many Old Testament passages, Revelation 20

2. Limits:  Second Advent to Great White Throne Judgement

3. Characteristics:

a) Length of Age - 1,000 years.

b) Means of Salvation - Faith in Christ.

c) Scripture - the person of Christ.

d) Evangelists - the person of Christ.

e) Major Judgements

i) Baptism of Fire (Matthew 3:12, 24:36-41)

ii) Last Judgement (Revelation 20:11-15)

iii) Destruction of Universe (2 Peter 3:7-13)

f) Death extremely rare in the Millennium. Extended life span. (Isaiah 65:20)

g) At death, unbelievers - Torments.

h) Priesthood - Christ.

i) The Law - no Law, Jesus Christ has fulfilled the law. (Matthew 5:17)

j) Holy Spirit - universal indwelling of the believer. (Joel 2:28-29)

k) Environment - perfect (Isaiah 11:1-9)

l) Satan - chained in the abyss until the end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:2-3)

m) Rebellion - unbelievers at the end of the Age. (Revelation 20:7-9)

n) Spirituality - filling of the Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28,29)

o) No human religion - Satan bound - no influence on the earth. (Isaiah 2:3, John 8:44 cf Rev 20:1-3)

p) Israel -restored (Isaiah 35:3-10)

q) Universal peace (Psalm 46:9, Hosea 2:18, Micah 4:3)

r) Perfect government with Christ as King (Isaiah 11:1-5, Zechariah 14:9)

s) Universal prosperity (Psalm 72:7)

t) Universal knowledge of God. (Isaiah 11:9)

u) Radical changes in nature - restored to perfection as in the Garden of Eden

i) Mankind loosened from the bondage of sin. (Romans 8:19-22)

ii) Sin has no adverse effect on nature (Genesis 3:17-18 cf Isaiah 35:1-2,7)

iii) Animals will lose their ferocity (Isaiah 11:6-8, 65:25)

v) Millennium - begins with believers only.

C. PERPETUATING REPLACEMENT THEOLOGY

PROPOSAL 8 - The spiritualizing of Second Advent Prophecies has caused blindness regarding the Jews in the future

WOULD YOU HAVE SADDLED UP YOUR CAMEL AT THE TIME OF THE FIRST ADVENT?

If you hold similar views to those believers with A-millennial views today the answer would be No. The literal value of Bible Prophecy needs to be appreciated in the encouragement of believers especially in today’s dark times.

Prophecy was a question that confronted a very significant group of people at the time of the First Advent. There were a number of parties involved in the Birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. Three groups are outlined in Matthew 2:1-12, The Magi, King Herod and all the Chief Priests and Scribes. 

Matthew 2:1-2 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.
The Magi had been waiting for over five centuries for the sign of the birth of the King of the Jews. Daniel was appointed as Master of the Magi (The Rabmag) (Daniel 5:11).  They became so powerful that one of their number, Gaumata (Pseudo Smerdis) usurped the throne after the suicide of Cambysis.
Using prophecy and following the appearance of a star the Gentile Magi as a large group of perhaps 300 saddled up their camels and travelled to Jerusalem to seek guidance about the King born King of the Jews. 
As a young Engineer I drove with others from UK to Singapore camping in bivouac tents. It included the section from Jerusalem to Baghdad and thence into Iran where the Magi were based. By road from Jerusalem to Baghdad is well over 1000 kilometres so it is of little surprise that by the time they arrived in Jerusalem the Lord Jesus Christ was in a house as a child some 18 months old. The route would have been extremely long and hard. 

PRINCIPLE  - The Magi challenge us to be very keen on the literal acceptance of Bible Prophecy
Matthew 2:3-8  When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born.  5 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet,  And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. 7 Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time the star appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also.

Herod the Great who was worried about a person being born King of the Jews as having adopted Judaism. Herod as an Arab had been the ruler of the Jews for around 40 years. He did not seek the Messiah but sought guidance from his experts. He asked them where he would be born, Matthew 2:4 and at what time the star that the Magi were following had appeared. Matthew 2:7. He wanted to kill the child.

The Chief Priests and the Scribes were the theologians of the day and were later criticized by our Lord Jesus Christ by their attitude in Matthew 23. He also criticized the Pharisees for being able to tell the weather from the colour of the sky but not being able to discern the signs of the times. This group had the information that the Messiah was due in that generation by having Daniel 9:24-27. They also knew from prophecy where the child would be born, Bethlehem of Judea (Micah 5:2), thus clarifying which Bethlehem was involved, as there was also a settlement with the same name in Zebulun (Joshua 19:15, 16). They could know the season but chose to ignore it concentrating on power, tradition and control. They chose to do nothing.

Matthew 2:9-12 When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way.

The Magi having received additional advice completed their long journey to Bethlehem. They had been travelling for many weeks before arriving at a house in which the young child who was now about 18 months old was staying with His parents. The Magi brought him gifts of gold [Kingship], frankincense [Priesthood] and myrrh [Saviourhood] and returned eastwards by a different route to avoid a raging Herod.

PRINCIPLE  - The Lord looks after His followers and protects them from the evil of the world if they follow His guidance.
BIBLE PROPHECY

Bible Prophecy comprises about 27% of the Bible. With such a high proportion we can draw the conclusion that God puts a lot of emphasis on this area.

There are over 300 Bible prophecies of the First Advent while it is said that there are up to six times that number for the Second Advent. 
We know the Lord Jesus Christ fulfilled the First Advent prophecies absolutely. 
Why would an all knowing God put such emphasis on His return and not fulfill it absolutely? 
The Lord Jesus Christ Himself exhorts us in Luke 21 28 “And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh”.  Over the last generations more and more things prophesied have come to pass. 

CONCLUSION

I would suggest that now it is a time to respond to the Lord’s challenge and “to saddle up our camels” so that we can confidently encourage others regarding His return in these darkening days for the Church.

THE PERFORMANCE OF THE BIBLE IN THE PLAN OF GOD

Below I have listed Bible Prophecies in summary form, both in the case of those fulfilled in the finest detail by the Lord Jesus Christ and those already fulfilled with similar accuracy historically but not involving our Lord.

BIBLICAL PROPHECIES FULFILLED BY THE LORD JESUS CHRIST AT FIRST ADVENT

	
	
	

	PROPHECY
	TEXT
	FULFILLED BY CHRIST

	
	
	

	Jesus born in Bethlehem
	Micah 5:2 
	Matthew 2:5,6

	Presented with gifts
	Isaiah 60:1-6 
	Matthew 2:1,11

	Massacre of children
	Jeremiah 31:15 
	Matthew 2:17,18

	Born of a Virgin
	Isaiah 7:14
	Matthew 1:22,23

	PROPHECY
	TEXT
	FULFILLED BY CHRIST

	
	
	

	A Nazarene
	Isaiah 11:1
	Matthew 2:23

	Speaking in parables
	Psalm 78:1,2 
	Matthew 13:34,35

	Healing ministry
	Isaiah 35:4-6
	Luke 7:22

	Come out of Galilee 
	Isaiah 9:1,2
	Matthew 4:13-16

	Cleansing of the Temple 
	Isaiah 56:7 
	Luke 19:45,46

	Prophecy of 1st Advent Ministry
	Isaiah 61:1-2
	Luke 4:16-21

	Manner of Teaching
	Isaiah 42:1-3
	Matthew 12:17-20

	Teachings rejected
	Isaiah 6:9.10
	Acts 28:25-27

	Son of God
	Psalm 2:7
	Hebrews 5:2

	Son of Man
	Psalm 8:4-6
	Hebrews 2:6-9

	Prophet 
	Deuteronomy 18:15-19 
	Acts 3:22,23

	Priest
	Psalm 110:4 
	Hebrews 7:17-21

	King
	Psalm 45:6,7
	Hebrews 1:8,9

	I Am 
	Exodus 3 :14
	John 8:58

	Saviour
	Isaiah 40:6-8
	Hebrews 10:5-10

	Spirit controlled life
	Isaiah 11:1,2
	Mark 1:10,11

	Meekness
	Isaiah 53:7-8
	Acts 8:32-35

	Creator
	Psalm 102:25-27
	Hebrews 1:10-12

	His Pre-existence 
	Micah 5:2
	John 8:58

	Sinlessness 
	Isaiah 53:9-10
	1 Peter 2:21-22

	Faithfulness
	Lamentations 3:22-23
	1 Thessalonians 5:24

	The Rejected Stone
	Psalm 118:22-23
	Acts 4:10-11

	Rejected by the Jews
	Isaiah 8:14
	Romans 9:32-33

	Entry into Jerusalem
	Zechariah 9:9
	Matthew 21:4,5

	Welcome as the King
	Psalm 118:25,26 
	John 12:12,13

	Abandoned by his disciples
	Zechariah 13:7
	Mark 14:27

	Betrayed by a Friend
	Psalm 41:9
	John 13:18-27

	False Witnesses 
	Psalm 35:11 
	Matthew 26:59-61

	Moses lifting up the serpent
	Numbers 21:7-9
	John 3:14,15

	30 pieces of silver & potters field 
	Zechariah 11:12,13
	Matthew 27:3-10

	Spit in His face
	Isaiah 50:6
	Mark 14:65

	Silence in front of Accusers 
	Isaiah 53:7
	Matthew 27:12-14

	Cry from the Cross
	Psalm 22:1
	Matthew 27:46

	Pierced hands and feet
	Psalm 22:18 
	Matthew 27:35

	Convicted with criminals 
	Isaiah 53:12 
	Mark 15:28

	Sign of Jonah and resurrection 
	Matthew 12:40
	1 Corinthians 15:4

	Crown of Thorns
	Jonah 2:5 
	Matthew 27:29

	Dividing his garments
	Psalm 22:18 
	John 19:23,24

	No bones broken
	Exodus 12:46 
	John 19:31-33, 36

	Thirst on the Cross
	Psalm 69:21
	John 19:28-30

	He dies for others
	Daniel 9:25-26a
	Hebrews 1:3

	Darkness at the cross
	Amos 8:9
	Matthew 27:45

	Tomb with the Rich
	Isaiah 53:9 
	Luke 23:50-53

	Resurrection 
	Psalm 16:10
	Acts 2:25-31

	Ascension
	Psalm 68:18
	Ephesians 4:8-10

	Session 
	Psalm 110:1
	Hebrews 1:13


COMMENTS
It should be noted that these prophecies were given by many different prophets over a period of over 1500 years about a single person who would come. There was no collusion in their prophecies. This shows the uniqueness of the Bible as a source of information about the future. There is no equivalent book.
Looking at 50 prophecies and excluding the extraordinary prophecies of the virgin birth and resurrection of Christ we find that the chance of Jesus Christ being who He claimed to be is absolute. 
Scientists accept a standard position considering that anything with a probability of less than 1 chance in 1050 of such an event occurring is regarded as absurd. Such a level of chance is totally impossible and discarded from consideration. 
In the case of the Lord Jesus Christ the chance of a single individual in history fulfilling these prophecies and more by chance is far slighter than 1 chance in 1050. It is absolute. It could not happen by chance!

The Lord Jesus Christ fulfilled over 300 prophecies at His First Advent in absolutely confirming His claim of being the Messiah.
A SELECTION OF BIBLICAL PROPHECIES NOT AFFECTING CHRIST FULFILLED HISTORICALLY
	PROPHECY
	TEXT
	FULFILLED 

	Reuben would be unstable 
	Genesis 49:3,4
	Numbers 26:5-11

	Levi would have no land allotted
	Genesis 49:5-7
	Joshua 21:4-7h

	Judah would become the ruler
	Genesis 49:8-12
	Joshua 15:1

	Dan would lead in idolatry 
	Genesis 49:16-18
	Joshua 19:40-48

	Gad would be a warrior tribe
	Genesis 49:19
	1 Chronicles 5:18-20, 12:8

	Asher would have rich land
	Genesis 49:20
	Historic including recent oil

	Naphtali would spreads good news
	Genesis 49:21
	Matthew 4:13-15

	Joseph would have great blessing
	Genesis 49:22-26
	Deuteronomy 33:13-17

	Benjamin would be ferocious 
	Genesis 49:27
	Judges 19, 20:21-47

	Joshua and Caleb enter Land
	Number 14:24
	Joshua 3:7, 17, 14:6-12

	Sisera to be defeated by a woman
	Judges 4:9
	Judges 4:21

	Hophni and Phineas die same day
	1 Samuel 2:34 
	1 Samuel 4:11

	Priesthood removed from the Eli line
	1 Samuel 2:27-36, 3:11-14
	1 Kings 2:26-27

	Saul to die in battle on specified day
	1 Samuel 28:19
	1 Samuel 31:1-6

	Solomon not David to build Temple
	1Chronicles 17:1-12
	1 Kings 7:51

	Jezebel to be eaten by wild dogs
	1 Kings 21:23
	2 Kings 9:30-37

	Elisha to receive a double portion
	2 Kings 2:9
	Twice miracles of Elijah

	Naaman to recover from leprosy 
	2 Kings 5:3, 8, 10
	2 Kings 5:14

	Joash to defeat the Syrians 3 times
	2 Kings 13:18-19
	2 Kings 13:25

	Sennacherib killed in his own land
	Isaiah 37:7 
	Isaiah 37:37-38

	Cyrus to allow Jews to Jerusalem
	Isaiah 44:28
	Ezra 1:1-2

	Coniah’s kingly line terminated
	Jeremiah 22:28-30
	Historical by virgin birth

	Nebuchadnezzar given animal mind
	Daniel 4:19-27
	Daniel 4:28-37

	Belshazzer have kingdom removed
	Daniel 5:5, 25-28
	Daniel 5:30

	Alexander the Great world empire
	Daniel 2:32-39, 7:6, 8:5-8, 21, 11:3
	History

	Alexander to defeat the Persians
	Daniel 8:5-8
	History

	Future of the Empire
	Daniel 11:4
	Four generals out of eleven

	North King stronger than the South 
	Daniel 11:5
	Seluchus I and Ptolemy I

	Assassination of a Queen
	Daniel 11:6
	Laodice murders Bernice

	Zenith of Power in South
	Daniel 11:7
	Ptolemy III supreme

	Booty retrieved for Egypt
	Daniel 11:8
	300 yrs after Persian looting

	Return of Southern King
	Daniel 11:9
	Ptolemy III returns to Egypt

	Arms race in the North
	Daniel 11:10
	Seluchus III & Antiochus III

	North and South fight
	Daniel 11:11
	Battle of Raphia 217 BC

	Revolts in the South
	Daniel 11:12
	Ptolemy IV causes trouble

	North re-arms and becomes rich 
	Daniel 11:13
	Antiochus III becomes rich

	North assisted by the Jews
	Daniel 11:14
	Conquers Palestine 199 BC

	North invades a weak South 
	Daniel 11:15-16
	Antiochus III defeats Egypt

	North tries to spy on the South 
	Daniel 11:17
	Unsuccessful 

	Rome defeats the North
	Daniel 11:18
	Scipio Asiaticus wins battle

	North bankrupted by Rome
	Daniel 11:19
	Reparations by Rome

	North raises high taxes
	Daniel 11:20
	Reign of the taxman short!

	Prototype Abomination/Desolation
	Daniel 11:21-34
	Statue of Zeus in Temple

	Zacharias to be mute until birth
	Luke 1:20
	Luke 1:57-64

	Simeon to see Messiah pre death
	Luke 2:25-26
	Luke 2:28-30

	Peter would deny Jesus Christ
	John 13:38
	John 18:24-27

	Peter to die as a martyr 
	John 21:18-19, 2 Peter 1:12-14
	History

	Judas to give himself over to Satan 
	John 6:70
	John 13:27

	Paul would minister to the Gentiles
	Acts 9:15
	Romans 11:13

	Paul would go to Rome
	Acts 23:11
	Acts 28:16


COMMENT
These historical prophecies that have been fulfilled are shown above. They include 17 prophecies from Daniel chapter 11 written in 538 BC and fulfilled over a three hundred year period in the Greek Empires of the Selucids and Ptolemys starting with the death of Alexander the Great in 331 BC.  

Some say that Daniel is history but it is included in the Septuagint edition of the Old Testament initiated in the 3rd century BC by Ptolemy II. This shows it is prophetic but so accurate as to be considered history.

Daniel is well certified as prophetic truth written well before the events!

Again the chances of all these prophecies being literally fulfilled by random chance is well into the “absurd level” showing that Bible Prophecy can be totally relied upon as absolutely true.
PROPHECIES RELATING TO OUR CURRENT GENERATION

Having looked at 50 Bible prophecies fulfilled perfectly by the Lord Jesus Christ at His First Advent and a similar number fulfilled historically which clearly demonstrates absolute confidence in the Bible as a source of God’s guidance in past history, we now turn our attention to prophecies associated with the current generation and the forthcoming Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Significant details concerning these prophecies and developments are given in EBCWA Book 125 which is available and can be downloaded from the EBCWA websites. 
The table below shows the change in situation regarding the fulfillment of Bible Prophecies as it stood in 1945 compared to what the situation is in the second decade of the 21st century. 
Clearly this confirms that we are the unique generation who will see the return of the Lord Jesus Christ in glory at the Second Advent. 
STATUS OF 100 BIBLICAL PROPHECIES REGARDING THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST

	
	
	
	

	PROPHECY
	TEXT
	POSSIBLE TO BE LITERALLY FULFILLED

	
	
	BEFORE 1945
	IN 2017

	
	
	
	

	One World Government
	Revelation 13:7, 16-18 
	Not Possible
	Globalization Focus

	World Divided into Ten
	Daniel 7:23-25
	Not Possible 
	Fulfilled 1972 

	Global Dialogue Religions
	Revelation 17:1-6
	Not Major
	Significant dialogues

	Fall Away from Bible
	1 Timothy 4:1
	Some at times
	Accelerated

	Anti Christian Attacks
	Psalm 2:2-3
	Overtly Low
	Increased

	Persecution
	Matthew 24:9
	Relatively Low 
	Global, growing

	New Age Philosophy
	1Timothy 4:1-2
	Frowned Upon
	Public Acceptance 

	Scoffers and Mockers
	2 Peter 3:3-4
	Relatively Low
	Global, Media

	Global Finance
	Revelation 13:17
	Not possible
	Globalization Focus

	Global Marking of People
	Revelation 13:16
	Not possible
	In place, Underway

	World Economic System
	James 5:1-3
	Not possible
	Global Finance Crisis

	Substantial Wealth
	Revelation 3:17
	Yes but limited
	Wealth Worshipped

	Selling a One World Idea
	Psalm 2:1,2
	No Imperialism
	Global Village

	Controlling People Globally 
	Revelation 13:16
	Not possible
	Achievable

	Armageddon access
	Revelation 16:12-16
	Not possible
	Yes possible 

	Israel Born in a Day
	Isaiah 66:8
	No Israel
	Fulfilled 1948

	One Nation not Two
	Ezekiel 37:15-22
	No Israel
	Fulfilled 1948

	Diaspora Land Condition
	Deuteronomy 29:23-28
	Fulfilled
	Improvement

	No King of Israel
	Hosea 3:4-5
	Fulfilled
	Until Jesus Christ

	Blindness of the Jews
	Romans 11:25-26
	Since Babylon
	Until Tribulation

	Jerusalem a Problem
	Zechariah 12:2,3
	Periodically
	Constantly

	Anti-Semitism
	Luke 21:20-24
	Yes
	Increased Islam 

	Israel Partitioned
	Daniel 11:39
	No Israel
	UN Resolution 181 

	Return of Israel
	Luke 21:29-33
	Resisted by UK
	Israel 50% + Jews

	PROPHECY
	TEXT
	BEFORE 1945
	IN 2017

	
	
	
	

	Increase in Countries
	Luke 21:29-30
	51 Countries UN
	193 Countries UN

	Export of Fruit from Israel
	Isaiah 27:6
	No Israel
	Export $ 800m

	Re-afforesting of Israel
	Isaiah 41:19,20
	15,000 trees
	43 million trees

	Increased Rainfall
	Hosea 6:3
	Drought conditions
	Increase in rainfall

	Protection of Believers
	Matthew 24:15-21
	No Israel
	Temple planned

	Revival of Hebrew
	Zephaniah 3:8,9
	Yiddish & Landino
	Language of Israel

	Desert to Bloom
	Isaiah 35:1
	Desolate No Israel
	Cropland tripled

	Vineyards Rebuilt
	Amos 9:13-15
	No Israel
	2014 value $220m 

	Rebuild Temple
	Revelation 11:1-2
	No Israel 
	Plans complete

	Temple Sacrifices
	Daniel 9:27
	No Israel
	Priests Trained

	Red Heifer Search
	Numbers 19:2-9
	No Israel
	Active Searching

	Ancient Cities Rebuilt 
	Ezekiel 36:33-38
	Little Building 
	Considered fulfilled

	Time of the Gentiles Ends
	Luke 21:24
	In place
	Awaiting Christ

	Peace Treaties
	I Thessalonians 5:3
	No Israel
	Many Peace Talks

	Attack on Jerusalem
	Zechariah 14:1-9
	No Israel
	Always attacked

	Layout of Jerusalem
	Jeremiah 31:38-40
	No Israel
	Considered fulfilled

	Eastern Gate Closed
	Ezekiel 44:1-3
	Closed 
	Fulfilled until Christ

	Rebuilt on its own ruins
	Jeremiah 30:18
	No Israel
	Considered fulfilled

	Dwell without walls
	Ezekiel 38:8-11
	No Israel
	Considered fulfilled

	Israel to Return
	Isaiah 11:12
	No Israel
	Huge Jewish settlers

	Ethiopian Jews return
	Zephaniah 3:10-11
	No Israel
	Considered fulfilled

	King of the North Bloc
	Ezekiel 38:1-9
	Not possible
	Largely in place

	Birds of Prey
	Revelation 19:17-21
	In place
	In place

	King of the South Bloc
	Daniel 11:40-43
	Many are colonies
	Being fashioned

	Egypt Exists
	Ezekiel 29:14-16
	In place
	Weakened by strife

	Future of the Arabs
	Psalm 83:3-8
	Empires
	Currently Possible 

	Damascus Destroyed
	Isaiah 17:1
	Not possible 
	Currently Possible

	King of the East Bloc
	Revelation 16:12-14
	Not possible
	Currently Possible

	King of West Bloc
	Daniel 2:37-44
	Not possible
	Currently Possible

	Rise of the Antichrist
	Revelation 17:9-13
	Not possible
	After Rapture

	Earthquake Activity
	Matthew 24:7
	Some activity
	Increased activity

	Famines
	Matthew 24:7
	Global 2.5 billion
	Global 7.5 billion

	Weather disturbances
	Luke 21:25
	Some activity
	Increased activity

	True Global Warming
	Revelation 16:8-9
	Fluctuations
	4th Bowl Judgment

	World War
	Matthew 24:6,7
	Fulfilled
	Fulfilled

	Preparation for War
	Joel 3:9-12
	End of WW II
	Huge expenditure

	Nuclear War
	Zechariah 14:12
	First use August ‘45
	Great Arsenals 

	Man able to destroy all life
	Matthew 24:21-22
	Not possible
	Possible

	Ethnic Conflict
	Luke 21:10
	Colonies limit it
	Very active 

	Increase in knowledge 
	Daniel 12:4
	Slowly Increasing 
	Hugely increasing 

	Gospel to all nations
	Mark 13:10
	Not fulfilled
	Angel in Tribulation

	Gospel given to all
	Revelation 14:6-7
	Not fulfilled 
	As above

	Tribulation conversions
	Revelation 7:9-17
	Not fulfilled
	Fruit of 144,000 

	Witnesses seen globally
	Revelation 11:3-12
	Totally Impossible
	Totally Possible

	Air Travel 
	Isaiah 60:8
	Very limited 
	Universal

	Travel being common
	Daniel 12:4
	Very rare
	Universal

	Motorised Travel
	Nahum 2:4
	Limited 
	Universal

	Pollution 
	Revelation 8:10-11
	Ongoing
	3rd Trumpet

	Environmental Devastation
	Revelation 11:18
	Limited
	Increased

	Moral Decline
	2 Timothy 3:1-4
	Varied in history
	Promoted 

	Sexual Immorality
	Jude 18
	Varied in history 
	Amplified

	Homosexuality
	Luke 17:28-32
	Varied in history 
	Promoted as norm

	Apostasy
	Matthew 24:3-5, 23,24
	Varied in history 
	On the increase

	Vegetarianism 
	1 Timothy 4:3,4
	Not promoted
	Strong Promotion

	Marriage forbidden 
	1 Timothy 4:3
	Religious groups 
	Partners not Spouse

	Blasphemy more common
	2 Timothy 3:2
	Generally limited 
	Very common

	Noah’s Flood denied
	2 Peter 3:5,6
	Yes since Darwin
	Bible ignored

	Corruption 
	Luke 17:26
	Common place
	Continues

	False Christs
	Matthew 24:4,5
	Some
	Increased

	False Bible Teachers
	2 Peter 2:1-2
	Some
	Increased

	Suicide
	Luke 21:25-26
	Some
	Significant Increase

	PROPHECY
	TEXT
	BEFORE 1945
	IN 2017

	
	
	
	

	Occultism
	1Timothy 4:1-2
	Some
	Significant Increase

	Illegal Drug Addiction 
	Revelation 9:20-21
	Very limited
	Very common

	Violence 
	John 16:2
	Some
	Significant Increased

	Fearful sights
	Luke 21:11
	Very Limited
	Media promotion

	Immorality
	Luke 17:26
	Some in private
	Much in Public

	Pursuit of Pleasure
	2 Timothy 3:1-5
	Survival after war
	Very common

	Slavery 
	Revelation 18:11-13
	Common
	Human trafficking

	Seventh Millennium 
	Revelation 20:6
	Not fulfilled 
	In the Millennium

	Government of Christ
	Isaiah 9:6
	Not fulfilled
	Israel in Land

	Enthroned Davidic King
	Isaiah 9:7
	Not fulfilled
	Millennium

	Worship of Christ 
	Isaiah 60:1-6
	Not fulfilled 
	Millennium 

	Elijah will Come
	Malachi 4:5-6
	Not fulfilled
	Before 2nd Advent 

	Palestinian Covenant
	Deuteronomy 30:1-9
	Not fulfilled 
	Millennium 

	Davidic Covenant 
	2 Samuel 7:8-17
	Not fulfilled 
	Millennium 

	Jesus Christ as Judge
	2 Timothy 4:1
	Not fulfilled
	At 2nd Advent 

	New Covenant 
	Jeremiah 31:31-34
	Not fulfilled
	Before 2nd Advent 


This again clearly shows that the Bible is the unique source of absolutely accurate information of future events which will take place exactly as God Himself has prophesied them.
It also shows that Israel has a future as a group and that the Church has not replaced it.
In this case I have cited around 100 prophecies related to Christ’s Second Coming rather than the 50 or so related to the First Coming. It shows the certainty of our unique position in the history of man.

The return of our Lord Jesus Christ is to judge individuals.

For many of this generation it means that there is a limited time for an individual to be saved because if they are alive at the time of Christ’s return and have not accepted Him as Saviour they are condemned by our Lord to an eternity separated from God.

PRINCIPLES

God controls history Proverbs 8:15,16.

The Word of God is accurate in defining in advance where future events will take place.

As an all-knowing God, He knows future events in our lives and has catered for them in His Word John 21:18,19.

Like the Magi who saddled their camels only the seekers who left Jerusalem and went to Bethlehem found the Christ child. The seeker will find Matthew 7:7.

Like the Magi the Lord will protect believers ensuring that the timing of the individual Christian transfer to be permanently with the Lord Jesus Christ is God’s prerogative. 
The escape of the Magi to Babylon by another route, bearing in mind the sophisticated fortifications and communications system of Herod, was miraculous.

PROPOSAL 9. While the Reformation clarified Salvation by Faith alone it did not reform concepts of the Doctrines of Future Events [Eschatology.]
DEFINITION – Eschatology – The study of Future Events - Biblical Prophecy
BELIEF IN THE LITERAL MILLENNIUM FROM THE EARLY CHURCH TO THE REFORMATION

The attitude to the prophecies of future events including the reign of the Lord Jesus Christ in the Millennium started to change from the acceptance of Christianity by the Roman Empire as the Religion of the Empire under Constantine with the Edict of Milan in 312 AD 

The most striking feature in the eschatology of the early Church Fathers was the belief in a visible reign of Christ in glory on earth with the risen saints for a thousand years, before the general resurrection and judgment. 

The hope of Christ's imminent return through the whole age of persecution gave great encouragement and comfort under the pains of that period and this provided many conversions to Christianity in the early church. Even church fathers who committed other errors such as Papias [60-130], Justin Martyr 100-165], and Irenaeus [130-195] and Tertullian 150-220] remained committed pre millennialists.
Polycarp [69-155] defended the premillennial view as did Clement of Rome and Barnabas of Alexandria 

Tertullian [150-220] was also a premillennialist, but he unfortunately based his eschatology on the predictions of Montanist prophets as well as on Scripture. The Montanists' fanatical excesses assisted to discredit premillennialism among early church leaders, and opposition to premillennialism began in earnest as a result of their movement. 
In Alexandria, Origen [185-254] spiritualized the eschatological prophecies of Scripture, in keeping with his general allegorical teaching. His student, Dionysius the Great, went so far as to even deny that the apostle John wrote the book of Revelation. Instead, he attributed the Apocalypse to a previous unknown elder of the same name. 
Constantine’s Edict of Milan in 313 AD represents the start of a major shift in the concept of the future as far as the Church was concerned.  The Edict of Milan moved the Church away from the pre millennial viewpoint to a post millennial or a-millennial position which would dominate eschatology from the 4th to the 19th century.

In the two centuries that led up to the Edict, two crucial interpretive errors found their way into the church that made conditions ripe for the shift to a change in viewing future events. 
The 2nd second century Fathers failed to keep clear the biblical distinction between Israel and the Church. 
Then, the 3RD century Fathers abandoned a more-or-less literal method of interpreting the Bible in favour of Origen's allegorical-spiritualized method. 

Once the distinction between Israel and the Church had become blurred and once a literal reading of the Bible was lost, the changes brought in by the Edict of Milan caused fourth century fathers to reject Pre-millennialism in favour of Augustinian A-millennialism. 
1. In essence they said that Israel had no literal future in God’s plan and the Church had replaced them permanently and that there would be no literal 1000 year reign on earth by the returning Lord Jesus Christ.
2. This was continued and consolidated by the Church to become an almost universal interpretation of future events for the 1100 years from Augustine to the Reformation.
PROPOSAL 10. Reformers continued with the Roman Catholic view of seeing no future for the Jews

With the Reformation the error of Christendom regarding salvation was challenged successfully showing that salvation was by faith alone.

However Amillennialism remained unchanged and replacement theology was not reviewed or Reformed. 

This Amillennial position remained the almost universal view of Christendom until about 200 years ago.

J.C Ryle Bishop of Liverpool [1816-1900] in an article “Are you ready for the end of Time?” warned:- 
“I believe that the literal sense of the Old Testament prophecies has been far too much neglected by the Churches, and is far too much neglected at the present day, and that under the mistaken system of spiritualizing and accommodating Bible language, Christians have too often completely missed its meaning. 
I believe we have cherished an arbitrary, reckless habit of interpreting first advent texts literally, and second advent texts spiritually. I believe we have not rightly understood "all that the prophets have spoken" about the second personal advent of Christ, any more than the Jews did about the first.”

Ryle then applies this to a situation where a Christian is witnessing to a Jew. The Christian tells his Jewish friend how the Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah (such as Psalm 22, Isaiah 53, Micah 5:2, etc.) were literally fulfilled by Christ.
“But suppose the Jew asks you if you take all the prophecies of the Old Testament in their simple literal meaning if you believe in a literal personal advent of Messiah to reign over the earth in glory, a literal restoration of Judah and Israel to Palestine, a literal rebuilding and restoration of Zion and Jerusalem.
What answer are you prepared to make? 
Will you dare to tell him that Old Testament prophecies of this kind are not to be taken in their plain literal sense?  
Will you dare to tell him that the words Zion, Jerusalem, Jacob, Judah, Ephraim, Israel, do not mean what they seem to mean, but mean the Church of Christ?  
Will you dare to tell him that the glorious kingdom and future blessedness of Zion, so often dwelt upon in prophecy, mean nothing more than the gradual Christianizing of the world by missionaries and gospel preaching? 
Will you dare to tell him that you think it "carnal" to expect a literal rebuilding of Jerusalem, "carnal" to expect a literal coming of Messiah to reign?  

Ryle continues to plead for a literal interpretation of the Old Testament prophecies:” It is high time for Christians to interpret unfulfilled prophecy by the light of prophecies already fulfilled. 

The curses of the Jews were brought to pass literally; so also will be the blessings.  
The scattering was literal; so also will be the gathering. 
The pulling down of Zion was literal; so also will be the building up.
The rejection of Israel was literal; so also will be the restoration.
What I protest against is, the habit of allegorizing plain sayings of the Word of God concerning the future history of the nation of Israel, and explaining away the fullness of the contents in order to accommodate them to the Gentile Church. I believe the habit to be unwarranted by anything in Scripture, and to draw after it a long train of evil consequences.
Cultivate the habit of reading prophecy with a single eye to the literal meaning of its proper names. Cast aside the old traditional idea that Jacob, and Israel, and Judah, and Jerusalem, and Zion must always mean the Gentile Church, and that predictions about the Second Advent are to be taken spiritually, and First Advent predictions literally. Be just, and honest, and fair.  
If you expect the Jews to take Isaiah 53 literally, be sure you take the 54th, 60th and 62nd literally also. The Protestant Reformers were not perfect. On no point, I venture to say, were they so much in the wrong as in the interpretation of Old Testament prophecy.” 

Even with this plea from Bishop J. C. Ryle who Charles Spurgeon considered to be “the best man in the Church of England” it is currently still the view of most denominations even though the evidence, especially in the last decades, of the return of the Jews to prominence Biblically, has increasingly shown the validity of a key role for the Jews in the future and the possibility of a literal reign on earth by the Lord Jesus Christ over an expanded Promised Land as promised by God to them in various unconditional covenants.
D. GOD’S RELATIONSHIP WITH ISRAEL

PROPOSAL 11. The Church needs to realize that God has a future for the Jews in His Eternal Plan

Most denominations believe that “all the promises to Israel were annulled by the Jews’ rejection of Jesus as their Messiah. This concept explains why Romans Chapters 9-11 have been the most ignored of the chapters of the New Testament throughout Church history as these three chapters say that the Jews have an important future.
Those who ignore these chapters as not important will often refer to them as parenthetical and teach that the Church is the New Israel.
However Paul in these three chapters uses the Jewish people as the finest example of God’s grace as despite their history of rebellion against God’s will, and their continuing rebellion, God still loves them, still has a purpose for them, and is still determined to bring a great remnant of them to salvation.
In fact, Paul rejects Replacement Theology before he even gets to these chapters. He begins chapter 3 with the rhetorical questions: 
Do Jews have any advantage with God? 
Has their unbelief done away with the faithfulness of God?
Do Jews have any advantage with God?

Historically the Church has answered the first question with a “No!” despite the fact that Romans 1:16 written after the Cross states that the Gospel is God’s power of salvation for the Jew first. “16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

Has their unbelief done away with the faithfulness of God?

With regard to the second question, the Church has consistently answered with a resounding “Yes!” arguing that God has “washed His hands of the Jews” because of their unbelief.

How does the Apostle Paul answer these questions? He responds in exactly the opposite way. 
He declares that the Jews do have an advantage. “What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision? Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God. Romans 3:1,2
For the second question as to whether or not God has rejected the Jews, Paul responds with the following two verses “For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged.” Romans 3:3-4
It is of significance that after taking 8 chapters on the Theology of the Righteousness of God and before chapters 12-16 dealing with the practice of God’s righteousness Paul under the Holy Spirit’s guidance inserts the three chapters Romans 9 to 11 talking about God’s righteousness in His relationship with Israel.

At the end of chapter 8 we have the wonderful verses talking about “nothing being able to separate believers from the Love of God.” If God’s promises to Israel have not been kept how can anyone believe that this is true. 

In chapters 9-11 Paul explains the programme for the remnant of Israel in the present age and how it relates to both Israel and the Church.

In summary the Jews have a future in God’s Plan. This is clearly seen in the Character of God, the promises of God towards the Jews returning to full prominence in Daniel’s 70th week which terminates in the return of their Messiah as promised in Acts 1:11 and the thousand year reign of the Messiah over the world as King of the Jews 
PROPOSAL 12. Israel the wife of Jehovah through sin became estranged, divorced but will be remarried 

ISRAEL – WIFE OF JEHOVAH AND THE CHURCH – THE BRIDE OF CHRIST

One of the more difficult areas in the Scriptures is the relationship of Israel and the Church with God. The Scriptures maintain the distinction between the Church and Israel, one of which is the distinction of the Bride and the Wife. 

ISRAEL THE WIFE OF JEHOVAH

The relationship between God and Israel is in six distinct stages

1. The Marriage

2. The Adultery

3. The Separation

4. The Divorce

5. The Punishment

6. The Remarriage

1. THE MARRIAGE CONTRACT

God entered into a marriage contract at Mt Sinai with those who were present at this time. Such a covenant was always recognised as a marriage contract by Jewish prophets. Deuteronomy 5:1-3 “And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them, Hear, O Israel, the statutes and judgments which I speak in your ears this day, that ye may learn them, and keep, and do them. 2 The LORD our God made a covenant with us in Horeb. 3 The LORD made not this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us, who are all of us here alive this day.”
Israel is warned against following other gods which would result in being subject to the anger of God. Deuteronomy 6:13-15 “Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God, and serve him, and shalt swear by his name. 14 Ye shall not go after other gods, of the gods of the people which are round about you; 15 (For the LORD thy God is a jealous God among you) lest the anger of the LORD thy God be kindled against thee, and destroy thee from off the face of the earth”.
Israel is again described as the one chosen by God, Deuteronomy 7:6 “For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth.” 
Later in the chapter God shows His faithfulness and generosity to his wife Deuteronomy 7:9-11 “Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations; 10 And repayeth them that hate him to their face, to destroy them: he will not be slack to him that hateth him, he will repay him to his face. 11 Thou shalt therefore keep the commandments, and the statutes, and the judgments, which I command thee this day, to do them.”
2. THE ADULTERY

Israel however, failed and did not only commit adultery with one lover but was guilty of promiscuity with many lovers. Adultery meant that the marriage contract was now null and void. Jeremiah 3:1 “They say, If a man put away his wife, and she go from him, and become another man's, shall he return unto her again? shall not that land be greatly polluted? but thou hast played the harlot with many lovers; yet return again to me, saith the LORD”.
In Ezekiel 16, the prophet details the adultery which was with the gods of Egypt, Assyria and Chaldea. The stupidity of these actions is that Israel willingly gave herself to the gods of these nations who did the most to hurt her. She had turned away from the husband who had faithfully provided for her to those who would just use her.

3. THE SEPARATION

Because of this adultery a separation took place between God and Israel in the times of Isaiah. Rather than divorce, a separation which lasted around a century took place. The separation involved the removal of blessings which were to be received by Israel if she remained faithful. Isaiah 50:1 “Thus saith the LORD, Where is the bill of your mother's divorcement, whom I have put away? or which of my creditors is it to whom I have sold you? Behold, for your iniquities have ye sold yourselves, and for your transgressions is your mother put away.”
4. THE DIVORCE 

Jeremiah 3:6-10 “The LORD said also unto me in the days of Josiah the king, Hast thou seen that which backsliding Israel hath done? she is gone up upon every high mountain and under every green tree, and there hath played the harlot. 7 And I said after she had done all these things, Turn thou unto me. But she returned not. And her treacherous sister Judah saw it. 8 And I saw, when for all the causes whereby backsliding Israel committed adultery I had put her away, and given her a bill of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and played the harlot also. 9 And it came to pass through the lightness of her whoredom, that she defiled the land, and committed adultery with stones and with stocks. 10 And yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah hath not turned unto me with her whole heart, but feignedly, saith the LORD”
In the days of Jeremiah Israel was divorced by God. The century of separation had failed to produce repentance in Israel so that the divorce was made on the basis of Israel’s adultery. Samaria, the ten tribes had already been taken into captivity by the Assyrians in 722 BC. The southern kingdom of Judah had had some response to the Lord under Josiah but it was short lived and they went into captivity to the Chaldeans under Nebuchadnezzar in a series of actions completed in 586 BC. We now entered into the Time of the Gentiles.
5. THE PUNISHMENT

The punishment of God is mentioned in a number of passages. In Ezekiel 16:35-43 after stating the need of punishment due to adultery, the use of former lovers is seen as the means of punishment, Egypt, Assyria and Chaldea. 

The purpose of the punishment was to cause Israel to stop sinning. In verses 58-59 it is seen that the punishment is because she has broken the marriage contract. God constantly calls on Israel to stop sinning but they continue to do so. This call is given in Jeremiah 3:11-18.

However to date Israel is still under punishment as shown by her worldwide dispersion and the persecutions of the Jews around the world. 

6. THE REMARRIAGE AND RESTORED BLESSINGS

However the sixth stage which is yet to come was foretold by the Jewish prophets.  After the divorce this would require a new marriage contract. 

This is the New Covenant of Jeremiah 31:31-34 “Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 32 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: 33 But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”
This time, unlike the Mosaic Covenant which was conditional, the new marriage contract will be unconditional and everlasting. The times of the Gentiles will finish .Israel’s land will be restored. In the future, after the acceptance of the Messiah by Israel in the time of the Tribulation, Israel and Jehovah will be re-married with all her blessings restored
PROPOSAL 13. Jesus the King of the Jews will in the future sit on David’s Throne and reign forever.

PROPOSAL 14  At the start of the first 1000 years of His reign He will refurbish the earth.

Many Christians assume that the only real reference to the reign of the Lord Jesus Christ on the earth is given in Revelation 20:4-7 “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.5 But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years. 7 And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison,
The word thousand repeated four times here is the one thousand year reign of the Lord Jesus Christ on the earth.
Some quote 2 Peter 3:8 “8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.” Looking at the context we see Peter talking about God being outside time and able to view the history of the world or individuals as a continuum. 

The text of The Revelation if read simply means that the Lord reigns for 1000 years on earth before the start of eternity in Revelation 21,22 which follows the Great White Throne Judgment.
One wise person said that if a statement makes common sense seek no other sense otherwise you will end with nonsense.
THE SECOND COMING AND THE MILLENNIUM
The Bible teaches that Jesus will establish His personal reign over all the earth at the time of His Second Coming, and the Old Testament contains many prophecies about that event as seen in the list of 185 prophecies below. 
Zechariah 14 says the Lord will return to the Mount of Olives from which He ascended into Heaven as seen in Acts 1. 
In Isaiah’s account of the same event, he refers to the Lord returning to Mount Zion, which is an alternative name for Jerusalem: “So shall the LORD of hosts come down to fight for mount Zion, and for the hill thereof. As birds flying, so will the LORD of hosts defend Jerusalem; defending also he will deliver it; and passing over he will preserve it.” Isaiah 31:4b-5 
Both Isaiah and Jeremiah portray the Lord returning in wrath. Jeremiah 25:30-31 says He will “roar” from the heavens while Isaiah 30:27-28 says He will be filled with indignation and His tongue will be like a consuming fire. Zephaniah adds that the day of His return will be one of trouble, distress, destruction and desolation”

185 PROPHECIES OF THE MILLENNIUM BY BOOK OF THE BIBLE

	TEXT
	SUBJECT

	
	

	Genesis 13:14-15
	God gives the Promised Land to Abram for ever

	Genesis 17:8
	God confirms the gift of the Promised Land to Abram for ever

	
	

	Deuteronomy 30:2-3
	The future repentance of Israel

	Deuteronomy 30: 5
	Confirmation of the provision of the Promised Land

	Deuteronomy 30:9
	Israel will have prosperity

	
	

	2 Samuel 7:8-17
	The King to sit on the Throne of David

	
	

	1 Chronicles 17:9
	Promise of the Land and security

	
	

	Psalm 2:6-8, 11
	Jesus Christ to rule from Jerusalem 

	Psalm 2:6-9
	His rule for justice will be very firm with a rod of iron

	Psalm 46:9-10
	He will create perfect peace on earth and be highly exalted

	Psalm 67:4
	The nations be glad and sing for joy because of the just global rule.

	Psalm 72:2-16
	His judgment is sure and the righteous will prosper 

	Psalm 89:20-37
	God’s covenant will not be broken nor alter his spoken promises

	Psalm 105:8-11
	The gift of the Promised land is again given

	
	

	Isaiah 2:2
	The Temple to be Rebuilt

	Isaiah 2:2-3
	Jerusalem will become the worship centre of the world.

	Isaiah 2:3
	Jesus Christ to rule from Jerusalem with a rod of iron

	Isaiah 2:4
	Universal peace

	Isaiah 2:11-12
	The arrogant will be judged and brought down

	Isaiah 4:5
	Solar and Lunar light to increase.

	Isaiah 8:17
	Israel to Recognise her Messiah

	Isaiah 9:6-7
	The mighty God, the Prince of Peace will sit on David’s throne

	Isaiah 11:4
	Jesus Christ to rule from Jerusalem with a rod of iron

	Isaiah 11:6-7 
	The wolf, lamb, calf and lion to lie down together in peace

	Isaiah 11:6-9
	The original curse on creation to be removed [see Genesis 3:17-19]

	Isaiah 11:8.
	A little child to safely play with once poisonous serpents and spiders

	Isaiah 14:1-2
	Israel to be exalted above the Gentiles

	Isaiah 14:3-6
	No social, political or religious oppression.

	Isaiah 24:23
	The Lord of Hosts will reign in mount Zion and in Jerusalem

	Isaiah 25:8
	Physical death to be swallowed up in victory.

	Isaiah 25:8 
	All tears to be dried.

	Isaiah 25:9
	Israel to Recognise her Messiah

	Isaiah 26:8
	Israel to Recognise her Messiah

	Isaiah 26:15
	The Promised land to become greatly enlarged and changed.

	Isaiah 29:18 
	The deaf to hear, the blind to see and the lame to walk.

	Isaiah 30:19
	All tears to be dried.

	Isaiah 30:26
	Solar and Lunar light to increase.

	Isaiah 32:1
	A King will reign in righteousness and prices shall rule in judgment

	Isaiah 32:15
	Full ministry of the Holy Spirit

	Isaiah 32:18.
	Universal peace

	Isaiah 33:24
	All sickness to be removed.

	Isaiah 35:1-2
	The wilderness and deserts to bloom.

	Isaiah 35:5-6
	The deaf to hear, the blind to see and the lame to walk.

	Isaiah 35:6
	A time of universal singing.

	Isaiah 35:9
	The original curse on creation to be removed [see Genesis 3:17-19]

	Isaiah 40:11 
	Jesus Himself to be the Good, Great and Chief Shepherd.

	Isaiah 41:19-20
	Man’s knowledge about God to be greatly increased.

	Isaiah 43:5-6
	Israel to be Regathered

	Isaiah 44:8
	Israel to become God’s witnesses

	Isaiah 45:3
	Full ministry of the Holy Spirit

	Isaiah 49:8-9
	No social, political or religious oppression.

	Isaiah 49:10
	Jesus Himself to be the Good, Great and Chief Shepherd.

	Isaiah 49:22-23
	Israel to be exalted above the Gentiles

	Isaiah 52:9
	A time of universal singing.

	Isaiah 54:1
	A time of universal singing.

	Isaiah 54:1-17
	Israel to once again be related to God through marriage.

	Isaiah 54:13
	Man’s knowledge about God to be greatly increased.

	Isaiah 55:3-4
	David to aid this rule as vice-regent.

	Isaiah 55:12,
	A time of universal singing and joy.

	Isaiah 55:13
	There will be a refurbishment of nature and the environment.

	Isaiah 56:7
	My house shall be called a house of prayer for all people.

	Isaiah 56:7
	A time of universal praying.

	Isaiah 58:11
	Jesus Himself to be the Good, Great and Chief Shepherd.

	Isaiah 59:21
	Full ministry of the Holy Spirit

	Isaiah 60:1-3
	God’s glory to be seen by all nations.

	Isaiah 60:14-17
	Israel to be exalted above the Gentiles

	Isaiah 60:19-20
	Solar and Lunar light to increase.

	Isaiah 61:1-2
	The deaf to hear, the blind to see and the lame to walk.

	Isaiah 61:6
	Israel to become God’s witnesses

	Isaiah 61:6-7
	Israel to be exalted above the Gentiles

	Isaiah  62:2-5
	Israel to once again be related to God through marriage.

	Isaiah 62:11
	The Lord has proclaimed globally that salvation comes to Zion.

	Isaiah 65:20
	Longevity of man to be restored.

	Isaiah 65:24
	A time of universal praying.

	Isaiah 65:25
	The original curse on creation to be removed [see Genesis 3:17-19]

	Isaiah 65:25
	The wolf, lamb, calf and lion to lie down together in peace

	Isaiah 66:21
	Israel to become God’s witnesses

	Isaiah 66:20-23
	Israel will continue and the whole world contribute to the Temple

	
	

	Jeremiah 3:17-18
	Jerusalem called the Throne of the Lord

	Jeremiah 23:3
	The remnant of the Jews will be brought back and will prosper.

	Jeremiah 23:5 
	The Righteous Branch will reign as king

	Jeremiah 23:6
	The Lord is called Jehovah Tsidkenu, the Lord our Righteousness 

	Jeremiah 24:6, , 
	Israel to be Regathered

	Jeremiah 29:14,
	Israel to be Regathered

	Jeremiah 30:9
	David in his resurrection body to aid this rule as vice-regent.

	Jeremiah 30:11
	All the enemies of Israel will be destroyed

	Jeremiah 30:17
	All sickness to be removed

	Jeremiah 30:18
	The city of Jerusalem and the Temple to be rebuilt

	Jeremiah 30:19
	The population will be multiplied

	Jeremiah 31:8
	The deaf to hear, the blind to see and the lame to walk.

	Jeremiah 31:8-10
	Israel to be Regathered

	Jeremiah 31:13
	The mourning of the Jewish people will be turned into joy

	Jeremiah 31:31-34
	Israel to repent and enjoy the New Covenant with God

	Jeremiah 32:37
	God will gather all of Israel out of dispersion and dwell with them

	Jeremiah 32:39
	Israel to be regenerated

	Jeremiah 32:40
	God will make an everlasting covenant with them

	Jeremiah 33:8
	Israel to be cleansed

	Jeremiah 33:11
	Jerusalem will be filled with the voice of joy and gladness

	Jeremiah 33:16
	Jerusalem to be known as Jehovah Tsidkenu [the Lord our Righteousness] and Jehovah Shammah [the Lord is there].

	Jeremiah 33:18
	The offerings to the Lord will be provided for perfectly.

	
	

	Ezekiel 3:17
	Israel to become God’s witnesses

	Ezekiel 11:17
	Israel to be Regathered

	Ezekiel 11:19-20
	Israel to be Regenerated

	Ezekiel 16:60-62
	God will establish His new covenant with Israel who will repent.

	Ezekiel 20:40
	In the holy mountain all of Israel will dwell and serve Him

	Ezekiel 28:26
	God will judge the enemies of Israel who will dwell in peace

	Ezekiel 29:9-16
	Egypt will be punished and desolate for the first 40 years

	Ezekiel 34:11-16
	Jesus Himself to be the Good, Great and Chief Shepherd.

	Ezekiel 34:16
	All sickness to be removed

	Ezekiel 34:23
	David to aid this rule as vice-regent.

	Ezekiel 34:26-29
	The Lord will pour out showers of blessing on Israel

	Ezekiel 36:24-25, 28
	Israel to be Regathered

	Ezekiel 36:26
	Israel to be Regenerated

	Ezekiel 36:27
	Full ministry of the Holy Spirit

	Ezekiel 37:1-14
	The restoration of the dry bones into a spiritual united kingdom of Israel

	Ezekiel 37:14
	Full ministry of the Holy Spirit

	Ezekiel 37:24
	David to aid this rule as vice-regent.

	Ezekiel 37:26-27
	God says that he will set my sanctuary in Israel forever

	Ezekiel 39:21
	God’s glory to be seen by all nations.

	Ezekiel 39:25-29
	On their return Israel will know that God has brought them home

	Ezekiel chapters 40-48
	The Temple to be Rebuilt, [details tabulated below]

	Ezekiel 43:7
	Pre incarnate Jesus points out His Throne in Millennial Temple

	Ezekiel 44:1-3
	The E Gate which is closed not to reopen before the Messiah comes

	Ezekiel 47:8-9
	The redemption of nature results in Dead Sea becoming fresh.

	Ezekiel 47:8-9,12
	Mount of Olive’s river to flow to both Mediterranean and Dead Seas

	Ezekiel 48:35
	Jerusalem to be known as Jehovah Tsidkenu [the Lord our Righteousness] and Jehovah Shammah [the Lord is there].

	Ezekiel 48:35
	The earthly city to be 10 kilometres [6 miles] in circumference

	
	

	Daniel 2:44-45
	The Messiah returns to set up His kingdom which will be eternal

	Daniel 7:13-14
	The Lord Jesus Christ return at the 2nd Advent to rule over the world

	Daniel 7:17-18
	The saints of the Most High shall possess the kingdom eternally. 

	Daniel 7:21-22
	The Lord returns to judge 

	Daniel 7:27
	The Redeemed will reign with the Messiah

	Daniel 9:24-27
	The 70th week of Daniel ends with the setting up of the Millennium

	Daniel 12:11-12
	An interregnum of 75 days before the Millennial government  

	
	

	Hosea 1:10-11
	God uses the Millennium to fulfill His promises to the Jews

	Hosea 2:14-23
	Israel to once again be related to God through marriage.

	Hosea 2:18
	God established peace in the animal kingdom and between nations.

	Hosea 2:23
	The relationship with the Gentiles will be restored

	Hosea 3:5
	David to aid this rule as vice-regent.

	Hosea 6:1-3
	Israel will recognise the Messiah and be greatly blessed

	Hosea 14:4-7
	God will have a close protecting ministry to a prosperous Israel

	
	

	Joel 2:28-29
	Full ministry of the Holy Spirit

	Joel 3:16
	The Lord shall roar out of Zion and utter His voice from Jerusalem

	Joel 3:17
	I am the Lord your God dwelling in Zion my holy mountain

	Joel 3:18
	The Temple to be Rebuilt

	Joel 3:18
	Mount of Olive’s river to flow to both Mediterranean and Dead Seas

	Joel 3:18
	The original curse on creation to be removed [see Genesis 3:17-19]

	Joel 3:19
	Egypt will be a desolation and Edom a desolate wilderness

	Joel 3:20
	Judah shall dwell forever, and Jerusalem from generation to generation

	
	

	Amos 1:2
	The Lord shall roar out of Zion and utter His voice from Jerusalem

	Amos 9:13-15.
	The original curse on creation to be removed [see Genesis 3:17-19]

	Amos 9:14-15
	Israel to be Regathered

	
	

	Obadiah 17-21
	The Promised land to become greatly enlarged and changed.

	
	

	Micah 4:1
	Jerusalem will become the worship centre of the world.

	Micah 4:1-5
	God’s glory to be seen by all nations.

	Micah 5:7
	Israel to become God’s witnesses

	
	

	Nahum 1:15
	The Jewish people will enjoy perfect peace 

	
	

	Habakkuk 2:3
	God is faithful and will send the Messiah back at the appointed time

	Habakkuk 2:14
	God’s glory to be seen by all nations.

	Habakkuk 2:14
	Man’s knowledge about God to be greatly increased.

	
	

	Zephaniah 3:9.
	A unified language.

	Zephaniah 3:20
	Israel to become a prime nation and God’s witnesses

	
	

	Haggai 2:7-9
	The Temple to be Rebuilt

	
	

	Zechariah 2:5
	Solar and Lunar light to increase.

	Zechariah 6:12-13.
	The Temple to be Rebuilt

	Zechariah 8:3
	Israel to become God’s witnesses

	Zechariah 8:5
	Jerusalem will be filled with happy children playing.

	Zechariah 8:6-8
	Israel to be restored to the Land.

	Zechariah 8:22.
	A time of universal praying.

	Zechariah 9:10
	The King of the Jews will return to rule the whole earth. 

	Zechariah 9:11-12
	No social, political or religious oppression.

	Zechariah 12:10-12
	Israel to Recognise her Messiah

	Zechariah 13:20-21
	Universal holiness

	Zechariah 13:1
	Israel to be cleansed

	Zechariah 14:1-4
	The Lord will defeat all of Israel’s enemies at Jerusalem.

	Zechariah 14:4,8,10
	Mount of Olive’s river to flow to both Mediterranean and Dead Seas

	Zechariah 14:10.
	The city to occupy an elevated site

	
	

	Malachi 3:2-4
	The Lord will return and the Levites purged and their offering is good

	
	

	Matthew 4:17
	Repent for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand

	Matthew 6:10
	Thy will be done on earth as it is done in heaven [the Millennium]

	Matthew 24:31
	Israel to be gathered in by the Lord.

	
	

	Luke 1:32
	Mary is told Jesus would be given the throne of his father David. 

	
	

	Acts 2:29-30
	David is dead and still in his tomb, Christ is to sit on David’s throne.

	
	

	Romans 8:19-22
	Creation which has been destroyed is refurbished at 2nd Advent.

	
	

	1 Corinthians 15:25-25
	The Lord will reign until all enemies have been subjected.

	
	

	I Timothy 6:14-15
	When Christ returns He will show Himself as the only potentate.

	
	

	Revelation 1:7.
	Israel to Recognise her Messiah

	Revelation 20
	The Millennial of the Lord Jesus Christ


EVANGELISM BASED ON THE OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECIES
The very first Gospel sermon ever preached in the New Testament, Peter’s sermon on Pentecost was based entirely on Old Testament prophecies. All Peter did from the beginning of the sermon to the end was to quote an Old Testament prophecy about the Messiah and then proclaim that Jesus had fulfilled it  Acts 2:14-36.

Phillip the evangelist took the same approach when he was confronted with the Ethiopian eunuch, a devout Jew who had been to Jerusalem to observe the feasts and was returning home to Africa Acts 8:26-39. 
He discovered that the man was reading an Old Testament passage from Isaiah about the Messiah coming as a suffering lamb Isaiah 53:1-9.

Phillip explained the passage to the Ethiopian, and the man accepted the fact that Jesus had fulfilled it. In response, he was baptized. He then continued on his way, rejoicing that he had found the Messiah.

PROPOSAL 15. At the end of time He will judge all unbelievers condemning them to the Lake of Fire
THE GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGMENT - REVELATION 20:11-15

Human history now reaches its conclusion so far as man's eternal destiny is concerned. The consequence of death is judgment, Romans 5:12, Hebrews 9:27, and for this reason eternal judgment is called "the second death."
 It is from this that we are delivered by the second birth by regeneration in Christ. If you are born twice you die once but if you are born only once you die twice, physically and then at the second death.

20:11  And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.

White is the colour of perfect righteousness. He who sits on it is the Lord Jesus Christ to whom all judgment is given. John 5:22-27. The Lord Jesus Christ came at His First Advent as Saviour. At His Second Advent He returns as Judge.
“Earth and heaven fled away” is the destruction of the present universe at the end of history. 2 Peter 3:7,10-13.  This old universe makes way for a new one which is created for eternity.

20:12  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.

The "small and the great" stand before an impartial Holy God to receive perfect judgment - Romans 2:11.

This is the resurrection of damnation. Those who rejected and hated God stand in the presence of God. They will be given absolute justice based on the record of the books of the heavenly court. 
On the one hand we have the Book of Life containing the names of all who died having believed in Jesus Christ, on the other the Book of Works. 

Those standing here are not found recorded in the Book of Life because of their own refusal to trust in Christ as their Saviour. Therefore, having rejected the righteousness of God offered in Jesus Christ, they must stand on their own righteousness. 

We need to note that the unbelievers’ sins are not mentioned as the penalty, for all sins were paid for by Christ on the Cross. Romans 5:16-18, 2 Corinthians 5:21, 2 Peter  2:1,  1 John. 2:2. Because of this sacrifice God has never imputed to them their own sins.  2 Corinthians 5:19. They are condemned for not accepting God’s way of salvation but relying on their own good works
The proposition ‘kata’ translated “According to” is the word which means according to a standard, and that standard in this case is the absolute standard of God. Their works are compared to God’s work.
BOOKS

1.
There are several books mentioned in the Bible:-


(a)
The Book of Life.


(b)
Lamb's book of Life.


(c)
The Books of Works.

2.
The Book of Life contains the names of all who are physically alive. From this book names can be blotted out. (Revelation 3:5)

3.
The names of Christian believers will never be blotted out but others but those who are lost are.
4.
Those who are blotted out of the book of life are removed on their physical death if they have not accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. Their inclusion in the Book of Life shows the possibility of all to be saved which is God's will for the unbeliever (2 Peter 3:9) 

5.
The Lamb's Book of Life is the record of the eternal purposes of God. The names in it are written  through God's foreknowledge from before the foundation of the world (Revelation 13:8, 21:27). 


They can never be blotted out. All that are written the Lamb's Book of Life have eternal life. It is based on God being all-knowing.

6.
The Books of Works are books from which unbelievers are judged at the Last Judgment at the Great White Throne. (Revelation 20:11-15). The good works in the Books of Works are held up in comparison to the good work of Christ and demonstrated to be deficient. They are then sentenced to the lake of fire - the second death. (Isaiah 14:6-27, Revelation 20:11-15)

DIVINE GOOD AND HUMAN GOOD

1.
Production of members of the human race on this earth are as follows:-


(a)
Unbelievers



Produce Sins from their old sin nature - areas of weakness.



Produce Human Good from their old sin nature - areas of strength.


(b)
Believers



Produce sins and human good as per Unbeliever 


They can also produce divine good under the control of the Holy Spirit. (Galatians 5:22, 23)

2.
Imitation in the Believer's Life.


(a)
When a believer produces Human Good he imitates an unbeliever. (Galatians 5:19-21, 1 John 2:11, 3:4)


(b)
When a believer produces Divine Good he imitates Jesus Christ. (Ephesians 5:1-2)

3.
Production in the Believer is judged at the Judgment seat of Christ. (1 Corinthians 3:12 - 15)


(a)
Human Good - wood, hay and stubble.


(b)
Divine Good - gold, silver and precious stones.

4.
Human Good Life is out of the will


(a)
Identified as dead works (Hebrews 6:1) of God.


(b)
Cannot save mankind. (Titus 3:5)


(c)
Is not acceptable to God. (Isaiah 64:6; Romans 8:8)


(d)
Is condemned by God. (1 Corinthians 3:11-16; Ecclesiastes 12:14)


(e)
Is the basis of indictment at the Last Judgment. (Revelation 20:11-15)


(f)
Has no place in the plan of God. (2 Timothy 1:9)


(g)
Is destroyed at the judgment seat of Christ. (1 Corinthians 3:11-15) 

5.
Divine Good All of life in


(a)
Is produced by the filling of the Spirit. God's will.


(b)
Every believer has at least one act of divine good - faith in Christ's work on the cross is the divider of believer/unbeliever and is divine good. (John 3:16) 


(c)
It is the basis for rewards. (1 Corinthians 3:11 - 16)


(d)
Shows correct motivation in the Christian way of life - orientation to Grace and Glorifying to Christ.

The only issue for man’s eternal destiny is this; are you, in your own righteousness and merits, worthy of heaven? The answer is anticipated by Isaiah 64:6, and it is negative.  

The two most striking things in this passage are that men are judged on their good works without reference to their sins, and that the ultimate issue is not sin, it is their rejection of Christ, resulting in self-exclusion from the Book of Life.

By the time you get to this point at the end of time and the start of eternity, the Book of Life will contain only the names of every person who has died having accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour. 

All human sin was judged at the cross, with the exception of unbelief.  We are reminded that salvation is “not by works of righteousness that we have done but according to his mercy he saved us”. Titus 3:5

20:13  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.

The concept of the sea may well relate to the fact that in the thinking of the ancient world the abode of fallen spirits was protected by sea gates. Job 38:8. It also clearly makes the point that scattering ashes at sea, or burying in the sea will not stop the Lord resurrecting the lost for this last judgment. Cremation and scattering of ashes may eliminate a grave for vengeful men to defile, but it will not stop God raising the evil dead to face their final judgment. 

The only work that is satisfactory to God is the perfect work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross. All who have rejected God’s perfection will have God’s judgment upon them forever.  God gave life and it is an eternal gift – man has not got the option of extinction to escape from judgment. Isaiah 14:6-12.

“Judged” is in the aorist passive indicative; the aorist tense indicates a point of time, the passive voice they receive judgment, and the indicative mood is the reality of it.

With the reference to the sea it indicates that at, or by this point of time, the fallen angels from Tartarus are also thrown into the Lake of Fire. Matthew 25:41.  Tartarus is clearly the “holding pen” for the demons after their arrest at the Second Advent; they wait there with Satan until all are finally condemned to the Lake of Fire. 

HELL AND HADES

1.
HELL is from the Greek “gehenna”. This was a place where children were burned as offerings to Molech. (2 Chronicles 33:6, Jeremiah 7:31). Molech was a huge idol with outstretched paws on which the children were tied prior to being burnt to death.

2.
HELL is the same as the Lake of Fire where the lost spend eternity. (Revelation 19:20, 20:10)

3.
Hades (Gk) in the New Testament is often translated HELL. SHEOL (Hebrew) is the Old Testament equivalent. Hades and Sheol are in the centre of the earth, cf. Saul, Samuel (from Paradise or Abraham's Bosom) and the Witch of Endor. (1 Samuel 28:13-15) Hades or Sheol is the place of the souls and spirits of people who died while awaiting the resurrection. Hades is also the place of imprisonment of a certain group of angels - TARTARUS.

4.
HADES is divided into three sections, one section being divided from the other two by a "Great Gulf' Fixed". (Luke 16:19-31)


(It should be noted that the story of Lazarus is a true story, and not a parable, because it mentions proper names (Lazarus) and a geographical location - Hades.)


(a)
Section One:-


Abraham's Bosom or Paradise - The abode of the saved until the ascension of Jesus Christ. The Lord said to the repentant thief - "This day shall thou be with me in Paradise. " (Luke 2 3:43)


(b)
Section Two:-


Torments - The abode of the unsaved, reserved until the last judgment at the end of the millennium. This is a place of great sorrow and suffering. (Revelation 20:13)


(e)
Section Three:-


Tartarus - The prison of fallen angels who kept not their first estate. These are fallen angels from Genesis 6. This is a place of smoke and fire. (2 Peter 2:4)

5.
Since the ascension of Christ - Paradise has been empty, with the saved being transferred to the Third Heaven. (2 Corinthians 12-.1-4)

6.
This point of transfer is given in Ephesians 4:7-10

7.
Those who die now as believers are "at home with the Lord" with soul and spirit but no resurrection body. (2 Corinthians 5:8)

8.
Those in Hades (Torments) will be brought before the Great White Throne after which they will be thrown into the Lake of Fire. (Revelation 20:13-15). This is the Last Judgment.

9.
Hell or Hades is in the heart of the earth. (Matthew 12:40; 1 Samuel 28:7-15) It is the waiting place for the lake of Fire.

FOOTSTOOL

1.
General Scripture (Psalm 110:1; Hebrews 1)

2.
The footstool was set up so that the enemy of the conquering Roman general passed under it in complete submission.

3.
Israel under the dispersion no longer represents Christ on this earth.

4.
Israel’s mission is replaced by the Church, the Body of Christ. (Acts 2:47; 1 Corinthians 12:12-14; Ephesians 1:22,23; 2:16; 4:4,5; 5:23; 24:30-32; Colossians 1:18,24; 2:19)
5.
The Body of Christ is being completed by entering every believer of the Church into union with Christ. (Hebrews 2:10; Romans 11:25).

6.
When the Body is completed, the Rapture of the Church occurs. (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)

7.
Then the Body becomes the Bride and is prepared for accompanying Christ to the judgment at the Second Advent by:-


(a)
the Bride receiving a resurrection body like Christ's. (1 Corinthians 15:51-57; Philippians 3:21; 1 John 3:1,2)


(b)
The Bride's old sin nature being removed. (Philippians 3:21)


(c)
The Bride cleansed from human good. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15).

8.
The bride returns in triumph with Christ at the Second Advent. (1 Thessalonians 3:13; Revelation 19:6-8).

9.
Then follows the Footstool:


(a)
Satan imprisoned (Revelation 20:1-3)


(b)
Demons removed from the earth (Zechariah 13:2; 1 Corinthians 15:24,25; Colossians 2:15).

10.
The removal of the demons changes the environment of the earth and causes perfect conditions during the Millennium.


(a)
Religion removed. (1 Corinthians 10:20,21)


(b)
False doctrine removed. (1 Timothy 4:1)


(c)
Perfect environment restored.

11.
The final footstool is at the Last Judgment when all the unbelievers are judged and cast into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:11-15)

20:14  And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 20:15  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

Death itself and Hades (hell with men and Tartarus with demons) were cast into the lake of fire.

“Cast” is in the aorist tense which means that at a point of time it is divorced from time and perpetuated forever. 
It would appear that the Lake of Fire is included in some way in the eternal state, or exists in some way in the, by then folded up space-time universe, that is replaced by the eternal state. As presently creatures of space and time, all this is beyond our comprehension now, and will only become clear when we enter eternity ourselves, and have the resurrection body to fully comprehend all this. 

The word “is” does not occur in the original. Literally it says “this, the second death”, which gives great emphasis to this sentence in the Greek.  This indicates that there is a genuine existence for unbelievers after physical death and that it is also eternal in some way within the Lake of Fire.

Only unbelievers are in Hades at this time with the transfer of the believers to heaven after the victory of the cross.

At this point we are told that each and every one of the unbelievers will acknowledge the justice of their own sentence to eternal fire, as well as bow humbly and confess the glory of Jesus Christ. Romans. 14:11; Philippians 2:10-11.

Therefore it is true that God does not condemn men to hell; they condemn themselves. In every one of them will be the knowledge of God's fairness and of the freedom of the gift of eternal life in Christ. In this sense everyone in hell will be a believer in the truth; they just believed the truth too late. That being said, they do not want to be with God, for they have chosen to spend eternity with Satan!

An understanding of the lake of fire is essential to understanding judgment and salvation.  

THE UNBELIEVER’S ETERNAL STATE

1.
God is Holy and cannot compromise with sin or evil. (Psalm 22:1-3, John 1:5)

2.
Sin is solved at the Cross for all. (1 John 2:2)

3.
The way is therefore open to all who will believe. (John 3:16,36, Acts 16:31)

4.
Those who reject Christ are without hope, promise and God in the world. (Ephesians 2:12, Romans 5:14,17, 6:23)

5.
We are born dead to God. (Psalm 51:5)

6.
It is only through Christ that we can be born again. (John 14:6)

7.
The unbeliever spurns this grace offer and the Lord who died for him. (Hebrews 2:1-4)

8.
God is Love, but when love is spurned, that person has chosen darkness rather than light. They are therefore judged on the basis of their works as they have rejected the Lord's work for them. (John 3:16-21, Revelation 20:11-15)

9.
The first stop for the unbeliever after death is Torments in Hades or Sheol. This is a place of regret, torment and anguish. It is also called the bottomless pit. (Revelation 9:2)

10.
Their ultimate state is the Lake of Fire after they have been judicially sentenced to it by the Lord Jesus Christ at the Last Judgment where they are judged according to their works. (Revelation 14:11, 20:11-15, Matthew 8:12, 25:41, Mark 9:44, Jude 13)

CONCLUSION

Eternal Life exists only in Christ. To have life you must receive the one who is Life Himself. (John. 1:4, 14:6; 1 John. 5:11-12).  If you reject Him, you actually condemn yourself to eternity in the Lake of Fire. The decision is your own; what will you do with Jesus Christ?

E. OUR RESPONSIBILITY IN GOD’S PLAN 

PROPOSAL 16. Current global conditions indicate that we are in the terminal generation before Christ’s return.

As seen above the potential for the fulfillment of all the prophecies concerning the Second Advent of Christ is present here for the first time in history. We need to be active in making His work a priority.

Satan is aware that his time is short causing an increase in intensity in his attack on the believer and increasing distraction for the unbeliever.

This should give us added impetus to evangelize and to walk closely with our Lord as witnesses to our coming bridegroom as our wedding day approaches. 
In the meantime we are Ambassadors for Christ representing Him in a lost and dying world. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE – AMBASSADORSHIP

1. An Ambassador does not appoint himself, he is appointed by the nation he represents, the king he represents, the person he represents. We are appointed by God. (2 Corinthians 5:20).

2. An Ambassador does not support himself. We are sustained and protected by God (Philippians 4:19).

3. An Ambassador does not represent himself. We represent God on earth. (Matthew 28:19-20).

4. An Ambassador does not belong to the nation to which he is sent. Positionally we are in heaven, experientially we are in the world (Philippians 3:20, John 15:19).

5. All Ambassadors have instructions in written form. We have the Word of God (1 Thessalonians 4:1-2).

6. An Ambassador representing his country does not treat any insult as personal. (Matthew 5:11-12).

7. When an Ambassador is recalled from a country it is tantamount to declaration of war. After the Rapture there will be massive warfare on earth. All Christians will be recalled at the Rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:13-17).

ARGUMENTS FOR THE PRE-TRIBULATIONAL RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH

DEFINITIONS

The term pre-tribulation indicates that the removal of the Church takes place prior to the Tribulation

The term mid –tribulation indicates the removal of the Church occurring half way through the Tribulation 

The term post – tribulation indicates the removal of the Church at the end of the Tribulation

The term rapture or translation is used for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ for His church 

The term second coming refers to His coming to earth to set up His Millennial Kingdom.

ARGUMENTS

A - Historical 

1. 
While post-tribulation appeared early as we see in the Thessalonian church, 2 Thessalonians 2 many in the early church believed in the imminent return of the Lord which is the essential doctrine of the pre - tribulation position.

2. 
The detailed development of the pre tribulation position in the last two centuries does not prove that the doctrine is new or novel. Its development is similar to that of other major doctrines in the history of the church which were revived after many years of obscurity. We should expect this truth to emerge to prominence only in the last years of the church.

B – Text Interpretation

3. 
Pre tribulation is the only view that allows literal interpretation of all Old and New Testament passages on the Great Tribulation. 

4. 
Pre tribulation clearly distinguishes between Israel and the church and their respective programmes in the plan of God. This is shown in the doctrine of kenosis.

C – The Nature of the Tribulation 

5. 
Pre tribulation maintains the scriptural distinction between the Great Tribulation and problems for believers in general in the ages that precede it.

6.
The Great Tribulation is properly interpreted by pre tribulation as a time of preparation for Israel’s restoration Deuteronomy 4:29-30, Jeremiah 30:4-11. There are two worldwide returns of Israel to the Land, firstly in general unbelief in the Messiah. 

Due to events in the Great Tribulation there is a massive conversion of Israel to believe in Jesus Christ as their Messiah which is followed by a second worldwide return.

In contrast, the church, which is the virgin bride of Christ, does not require the Tribulation to prepare the church for glory. The church going through the tribulation would reflect very poorly on the bridegroom who told her not to worry and that He would return for her.

7. 
None of the Old Testament passages on the Tribulation imply any mention of the church. Deuteronomy 4:29-30, Jeremiah 30:4-11, Daniel 8:24-27, 12:1-2.
8. 
None of the New Testament passages on the Tribulation mention the church. Matthew 13:30, 39-42, 48-50, 24:15-31, Thessalonians 1:9-10, 5:4-9, 2 Thessalonians 2:1-11, Revelation chapters 4 to 18.
9. 
Pre tribulation provides an adequate explanation that the removal of the church occurs before the Great Tribulation of Revelation 6. 

In fact it is seen in heaven in Revelation chapters 4 and 5 with the opening of chapter 4 beginning “After these things” i.e. After the Church Age. Mid tribulation however refutes the plain teaching of Scripture that the Great Tribulation begins long before the seventh trumpet of Revelation 11. We believe they have picked the wrong trumpet.

10. 
The Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians advised that the translation would occur at the last trumpet which is the technical term for the last trumpet call of the Feast of Trumpets. The Corinthians would know about the Feasts of Israel and probably would be aware that three of the previous feasts had been fulfilled to the very day by our Lord Jesus Christ at the First Advent as he died at Passover as the Lamb of God and rose on First fruits and had predicted the commencement of the church on the next feast Pentecost. 

The sequence would therefore logically continue to the next feast Trumpets. The Corinthians would have no knowledge of the last trumpet judgment in Revelation 11 as the Apostle John would not write that book for around another 40 years.

11. 
The unity of Daniel’s 70th week is maintained by pre – tribulation whereas both mid and post tribulation destroy that unity and confuse Israel’s programme with that of the church. 

D – The Nature of the Church

12. 
The translation of the church is never mentioned in any passage dealing with the second coming of Christ after the Tribulation.

13. 
The church is not appointed to wrath Romans 5:9, 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10, 5:9. The church therefore cannot enter “the great day of their wrath” Revelation 6:17.
14. 
The church will not be overtaken by the Day of the Lord 1 Thessalonians 5:1-9 which includes the Tribulation.

15. 
The possibility of a believer escaping the Tribulation is mentioned in Luke 21:36.
16. 
The church of Philadelphia was promised deliverance from “the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth. Revelation 3:10.
17. 
God delivers believers before a divine judgment is inflicted as illustrated by the deliverance of Noah, Lot, Rahab and others. 2 Peter 2:5-9.
18. 
At the time of the translation of the church all believers go to heaven for their evaluation at the judgment seat of Christ 1 Corinthians 3:10-15 and return to the earth seven years later.

19. 
Pre tribulation does not divide the body of Christ at the rapture on the basis of works. The teaching of a partial rapture is based on the false doctrine that the translation of the church is a reward for good works. It is in fact the climax of salvation by grace of the entire body of Christ.

20. 
The Scriptures clearly teach that all, not part of the church will be removed at the coming of Christ for His church. 1 Corinthians 15:51-52, 1 Thessalonians 4:17.
21. 
As opposed to a view of a partial rapture, pre tribulation is founded on the definite teaching of Scripture that the death of Christ frees us from all condemnation Romans 8:1-2.
22. 
The godly remnant of the Tribulation is pictured as Israelites in Revelation 7, not members of the church as maintained by post tribulation.

23 
The pre tribulation view, unlike the post tribulation does not confuse general terms like “elect” and “saints” which apply to the saved of all ages with specific  terms like “church” and “in Christ” which refer to believers in this age. 

E – The Doctrine of Imminent Return of Christ 

24. 
The pre tribulation interpretation teaches that the coming of Christ is actually imminent thus requiring no prophecy to be fulfilled before He returns for His church.

25. 
The exhortation to be comforted by the coming of the Lord in 1 Thessalonians 4:18 is very significant in the pre tribulation view and is contradicted by most post tribulation teaching. It would be cold comfort to suffer this if the Church is subject to Divine judgments.

26. 
The exhortation to look for “the glorious appearing” of Christ to his own, Titus 2:13, loses its significance if the Tribulation must intervene first. Believers in that case should look for signs. 

27. 
The exhortation to purify ourselves in view of the Lord’s return has most significance if His coming is imminent. 1 John 3:2-3
28. 
The church is uniformly exhorted to look for the coming of the Lord, while believers in the Tribulation are directed to look for signs, reverting back to the Age of Israel format.

F – The Work of the Holy Spirit

29. 
The Holy Spirit as the Restrainer of evil cannot be taken out of the world unless all the church age believers, which the Spirit individually indwells, are translated at the same time. The Tribulation cannot start until the restraint is lifted. The hindrance of Holy Spirit filled believers is lifted in a second when all leave, and only over time do believers emerge again and the Holy Spirit can empower them as he did for Israel.  The Holy Spirit operates then in His role as it was in the Age of Israel.

30. 
The Holy Spirit as the total Restrainer (1 John 4:4) must be taken out of the world before the “lawless one”, who dominates the Tribulational period, can be revealed. 2 Thessalonians 2:6-8
31. 
If the expression “except there come a falling away first in the King James Version is translated literally “except the departure come first” it would plainly show the necessity of the Rapture taking place before the beginning of the Tribulation. 

G – The Necessity of an Interval between the Rapture and the Second Coming 

32. 
According to 2 Corinthians 5:10 all believers in this age must appear before the judgment seat of Christ in heaven, an event never mentioned in the detailed accounts associated with the Second Coming of Christ to the earth.

33. 
If the twenty four elders of Revelation chapters 4 and 5 are representative of the church as many expositors believe, it would necessitate the rapture and rewards of the church before the Tribulation. It is noted that the elders represent royal priests which are a characteristic of all church age priests.

34. 
The coming of Christ for His bride [the church] must take place before the Second Coming to the earth for the wedding feast Revelation 19:7-10.
35. 
Tribulational saints who survive the Tribulation are not translated at the second coming of Christ but carry on ordinary occupations such as farming and building houses and will have children on earth. Isaiah 65:20-25. This would be impossible if all the saints are translated at the Second Advent as is the post tribulation view.

36. 
The judgment of the Gentiles followed by the Second Coming, Matthew 25:31-46, indicates that both saved and unsaved are still in their natural bodies. This would be impossible if the translation had taken place at the Second Coming.

37. 
If the translation took place in connection with the Second Coming to the earth, there would be no need of separating the sheep from the goats at a subsequent judgment as the separation would have taken place in the very act of the translation of the believers before Christ actually sets up His throne on earth. Matthew 25:31
38. 
The judgment of Israel, Ezekiel 20:34-38 which occurs subsequent to the Second Coming, indicates the necessity of re-gathering Israel. The separation of the saved from the unsaved in this judgment obviously takes place sometime after the Second Coming and would be unnecessary if the saved had previously been separated from the unsaved at translation.

H – Contrasts between the Rapture and the Second Coming. 

39. 
At the time of the Rapture the saints meet Christ in the air, while at the Second Coming Christ returns to the Mount of Olives to meet the saints on the earth.

40. 
At the time of the Rapture the Mount of Olives is unchanged while at the Second Coming it divides and a valley is formed to the east of Jerusalem Zechariah 14:4-5.
41. 
At the Rapture living saints are translated while no saints are translated in connection with the second coming of Christ to the earth.

42. 
At the Rapture the saints are translated to heaven while unbelievers stay on earth while at the Second Coming the saints remain on earth without translation and it is the unbelievers that are removed. 

43 
At the time of the Rapture the world is not judged and continues in sin while at the Second Coming the world is judged and righteousness is established on the earth.  Daniel 9:24

44. 
The translation of the church is pictured as deliverance before the day of wrath, while the Second Coming is followed by the deliverance of those who have believed in Christ during the Tribulation.

45. 
The Rapture is described as imminent while the Second Coming is preceded by numerous definite signs.

46. 
The translation of a group of living believers is a truth revealed only in the New Testament while the Second Coming with its attendant events is a prominent doctrine of both Testaments.

47. 
The Rapture concerns only the saved while the Second Coming deals with both saved and unsaved. 

48. 
At the Rapture Satan is not bound while at the Second Coming Satan is bound and cast into the abyss.

49. 
No unfulfilled prophecy stands between the church and the Rapture while many prophecies and signs must be fulfilled before the Second Coming.

50. 
No passage dealing with the resurrection of the saints at the Second Coming ever mentions translation of living saints at the same time.

I – Biblical Pictures from Here to Eternity

51. 
The Book of the Revelation shows in sequence the person of Christ [chapter 1], the Church on Earth [chapters 2-3], the Church in Heaven [chapters 4-5], the Tribulation [chapters 6-18], the Second Coming [chapter 19], The Millennial Reign [chapter 20] and Eternity Future [chapters 21-22].

52. 
The split in Daniel’s 70 weeks into three portions, firstly 7 weeks of years involving the rebuilding of the city of Jerusalem followed immediately by 62 weeks of years ending with the death of Jesus Christ making 69 weeks of years. The remaining one week of 7 years is still unfulfilled and ends with the setting up of the Millennial Kingdom at the end of the Tribulation. The gap in between is the present age which terminates before the Tribulation. 

53. 
The Feasts of Israel have a harvest time between the Feast of Pentecost, the day on which the Church started and the Feast of Trumpets when Israel returns as the witness to God’s plan.

54. 
The Jewish wedding ceremony where having paid the dowry for the bride the bridegroom returns to His Father’s house [heaven] to prepare a place for his bride [the church]. In the future He returns to his bride’s home [the earth] and takes her to the prepared place [heaven] for the dressing of the bride and the wedding ceremony.

55. 
The lack of the words “what the Spirit says to the churches” that are found in Revelation chapters 2 and 3 compared with Revelation 13:9 which says, “If anyone has an ear let him hear” indicating no mention of the Church.

J – The Church and Israel Contrasted
56. 
The Church is different from Israel and God deals with both groups separately.

57. 
The Hebrews started with Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3).  

The Church started at Pentecost. (Acts 2; Galatians 3:26-28)
58. 
Israel was promised blessings on earth. (Deuteronomy 28:1-14)  

The Church is promised blessings in heavenly places. (Ephesians 1:3; Hebrews 3:1)
59. 
Israel's relationship to God was based on a Covenant. (Genesis 17:7,8)  

The Church's relationship to God is based on new birth. (John 1:12;13; 1 Peter 1:23)
60. 
Israel's prophecy is mainly in the Old Testament.  

Prophecy of the Church is only in the New Testament.

61. 
Israel worshipped at Jerusalem. (Psalm 122:1-4)  

The Church worships where ever two or three are gathered together in Christ's name. (Matthew 18:20)
62. 
Israel lived under the Mosaic Law. (Ezekiel 20:10-12)  

The Church is under grace (John 1:17; Romans 6:14).

63. 
Israel's destiny is with Palestine. (Isaiah 60:18-21)  

The Church will be removed from the earth. (l Thessalonians 4:13-18, Revelation 21-22)
64. 
Christ is King and Messiah to Israel.  

Christ is Head and Bridegroom to the Church.

65. 
Israel in the Scriptures involves Jews only. 

The Church is made up of both Jews and Gentiles.

66. 
Israel was the wife of Jehovah (Deuteronomy 5:1-3) but committed adultery (Jeremiah 3:1), was in separation (Isaiah 50:1) and eventually divorced (Jeremiah 3:6-10). The church is the virgin bride of Christ. After the removal of the church there is a great repentance of Israel and the remarriage with Jehovah. (Jeremiah 31:31-34). That Israel is not finished is also seen in (Zechariah 12:7-9)
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