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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).

Many other Christian resources are available freely from our internet web site: www.ebcwa.org.au 

For further information contact Dr Peter Moses at pjmoses@bigpond.com.au
We encourage you to freely copy and distribute these materials to your Pastor and friends. You only, need written permission from EBCWA if you intend using the materials in publications for resale. We encourage wide distribution freely!

PLEASE READ THIS BOOK – STUDY IT THOROUGHLY BY REFERRING TO THE WORD OF GOD – PASS IT ON.

© Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia 4 JULY 2016 
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CHAPTER 1 - INTRODUCTION AND EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Too often in Western society the concept that unless the area in the world has been visited or contacted by a missionary organisation the inhabitants have never heard the gospel and are unreached by God.

This is not in any way to downplay the tremendous missionary works undertaken especially over the last three hundred years primarily out of Europe and North America. I have conducted 14 individual overseas teaching mission trips out from Australia in the last 20 years so I believe missions are of prime importance.
However we have to remember that God is not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance [2 Peter 3:9] and that humanity has been on the earth for the last 6000 years
It is therefore necessary to view the period before the increased missionary activity to reflect on how God set in place information for the whole human race.
It is proposed that God who made the promise made arrangements to give everyone the opportunity to have an eternal relationship with their Creator.
It is also proposed that God gave the outline of human history before the creation of man in an ordered and comprehensive manner and that this perfect plan will have been fulfilled totally when time finishes and the new timeless creation commences.

We will address this as follows
THE CHARACTER OF GOD THE PLANNER

To show that a perfect, all knowing, eternal and loving God can and will have an Eternal Plan for mankind which was completely planned before the human race existed.

THE PERFORMANCE OF THE BIBLE IN THE PLAN

To examine the perfect fulfilment of the Eternal Plan to date to reinforce the effectiveness of the plan and give confidence in the Planner’s ability in the future.
PSALM 19 - THE HEAVENLY AND WRITTEN PLAN OF GOD

Review of Psalm 19 which combines two parts of the Eternal Plan. 

THE ETERNAL PLAN IN DETAIL

A review of the Eternal Plan of God examining overall what God promised before man existed. 
REMEMBERING GENESIS 1-11 THE CHINESE AND OTHERS

From history looking at the recollection worldwide of events prior to the call of Abraham including the Flood of Noah and the Tower of Babel and how it is recalled in Chinese pictographic writing and global legends.

DIVINE DECREES AND INSTITUTIONS

Review the Divine Decrees and the Divine Institutions of Free Will, Marriage, Family and Nations set out by God for the orderly conduct of society.

ATTACKS ON THE ETERNAL PLAN

An overview of the unsuccessful Satanic attack on the Eternal Plan over the period of human habitation on earth and God’s provision over the period of human history. 
THE DESCENT OF MAN

To show that there is a general trend towards degeneracy from God’s viewpoint rather than the Ascent of Man and consequently global divine judgments to terminate Civilisations
THE CHOICE BETWEEN RELATIONSHIP AND RELIGION


The choice for all to choose or reject an eternal relationship with God and his Eternal Plan of grace provision offered to all.
THE AGES OF THE JEWS AND GENTILES IN THE PLAN

We will examine of the interrelationship of the Jews and Gentiles in history and the Eternal Plan including the Time of the Gentiles. This includes the explosion of religions and philosophy at its start and the revival of the relationship of the Jews at the end.
GOD USING ASTRONOMIC EVENTS FOR JUDGMENT

An overview of the use of astronomic events historically and in the future as a means of divine judgment and rescuing the believer at times of extreme crisis. 
WHERE ARE WE IN THE PROGRESSION OF THE PLAN? 

Here we examine where we are in the Eternal Plan of God at present in the 21st century showing that certain parts of the plan have already been fulfilled and some are yet to come.

FROM HERE TO ETERNITY IN THE ETERNAL PLAN OF GOD
Review from the Eternal Plan what the future holds and be aware of counterfeits in these closing days before the return of the Lord Jesus Christ.
KNOWLEDGE OF THE PLAN AS A COMFORT FOR US 

Reviewing the encouragement from understanding the Eternal Plan of God, having total confidence that God is in complete control of history and our future is therefore secure whatever happens. This includes a study of Faith for the believer as well as a number of promises set in categories and an index of topics for easy reference.
CHAPTER 2 - THE CHARACTER OF GOD THE PLANNER

If we examine the character of God and His relationship to His Eternal Plan we can be greatly encouraged.
The Plan involves all three members of the Trinity

GOD THE FATHER PLANS THE ETERNAL PLAN
GOD THE SON EXECUTED THE ETERNAL PLAN 
GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEALS THE ETERNAL PLAN
GOD IS SOVEREIGN - and is the King of kings. He is not willing that any should perish. 2 Peter 3:9. As the Sovereign His will and principles are absolute and will be fulfilled in every detail.
GOD IS TOTALLY RIGHTEOUS - and all His ways are perfect. It is totally impossible for Him not to be perfect. A totally perfect person produces a totally perfect plan. There are no errors or mistakes in the plan.
GOD IS TOTALLY JUST – Because God is totally fair no one will ever be able to accuse God of having an unfair plan.
The combination of His Righteousness and Justice is God’s Holiness which no human is able to achieve. As man is imperfect all fall short of His Perfection and are not acceptable to Him by what we do. We are separated from God who wants us to be saved. God through Grace has provided a way in Jesus Christ through His Eternal Plan.

GOD IS TOTAL LOVE – Only one perfect person has ever existed and by dying on the Cross Jesus Christ paid the penalty for all members of the human race. John 3:16. This allows God to Love man through Jesus Christ as He fulfils the Eternal Plan. He does this by bypassing His Holiness by substitution.
GOD IS ETERNAL LIFE – God has always existed and by trusting in the work of the Lord Jesus Christ we receive Everlasting life. However if we do not accept God’s way His judgment remains on us. John 3:36
GOD IS ALL POWERFUL – No one can ever succeed in going against God’s will. God always wins!

GOD IS EVERYWHERE – He is not restricted as we are or Satan is but is Everywhere at all times.
GOD IS ALL KNOWING – Nothing ever surprises him. He knows everything from Eternity Past onwards.
GOD IS UNCHANGEABLE – He is the same yesterday, today and forever allowing Him to make prophecy millennia before it is perfectly fulfilled. This applies to His Eternal Plan which we now have in Biblical Prophecy, Promises and all Scripture.

GOD IS ABSOLUTE TRUTH – This gives total reliability to His Word of Truth with the author of the Bible being God the Holy Spirit who reveals with total accuracy the Eternal Plan.
Salvation is therefore open to all but it is only effective if the person does what is required, to trust in the work of the Lord Jesus Christ rather than in their own works. Man’s efforts are not acceptable to God. It is of interest that all other religions are based on works or personal improvement validating John 14:6. Our righteousness in contrast is said to be filthy rags in the sight of God Isaiah 64:6.
CONCLUSION 

From the above it is clear that when God has stated something in the Bible as a prophetic truth or promise it is bound to come to pass in exactly the way stated and, if a time is given, at the exact time predicted. 
In this the Bible is unique. As the prophecies in the Bible are specific we can test out their accuracy by comparing them to history and thereby evaluate the value of prophecies not yet fulfilled. 

CHAPTER 3 - THE PERFORMANCE OF THE BIBLE IN THE ETERNAL PLAN OF GOD
From a personal viewpoint I accepted over 40 years ago the veracity of the Bible and its uniqueness among the so called “holy books” of humanity. However it is encouraging to study the performance of the Bible and this can be done using Bible Prophecy.
Bible Prophecy comprises about 27% of the Bible. With such a high proportion we can draw the conclusion that God puts a lot of emphasis on this area.

Below I have listed Bible Prophecies in summary form, both in the case of those fulfilled in the finest detail by the Lord Jesus Christ and those already fulfilled with similar accuracy historically but not involving our Lord.

This clearly shows that the Bible is the unique source of absolutely accurate information of future events which will take place exactly as God Himself has prophesied them.

In the third table I have summarised the notes previously given on 50 prophecies regarding the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amplified details of those events are provided in Book 125 which you can download from the EBCWA website, and which I hope to update every two years.

Applying the same statistical test to these trends clearly show that we are in the generation which will see the return of our Lord Jesus Christ to judge individuals, and for many of this generation it means that there is a limited time for an individual to be saved because if they are alive at the time of Christ’s return and have not accepted Him as Saviour they are condemned to an eternity separated from God.

BIBLICAL PROPHECIES FULFILLED BY THE LORD JESUS CHRIST AT FIRST ADVENT
	
	
	

	PROPHECY
	TEXT
	FULFILLED BY CHRIST

	
	
	

	Jesus born in Bethlehem
	Micah 5:2 
	Matthew 2:5,6

	Presented with gifts
	Isaiah 60:1-6 
	Matthew 2:1,11

	Massacre of children
	Jeremiah 31:15 
	Matthew 2:17,18

	Born of a Virgin
	Isaiah 7:14
	Matthew 1:22,23

	A Nazarene
	Isaiah 11:1
	Matthew 2:23

	Speaking in parables
	Psalm 78:1,2 
	Matthew 13:34,35

	Healing ministry
	Isaiah 35:4-6
	Luke 7:22

	Come out of Galilee 
	Isaiah 9:1,2
	Matthew 4:13-16

	Cleansing of the Temple 
	Isaiah 56:7 
	Luke 19:45,46

	Prophecy of 1st Advent Ministry
	Isaiah 61:1-2
	Luke 4:16-21

	Manner of Teaching
	Isaiah 42:1-3
	Matthew 12:17-20

	Teachings rejected
	Isaiah 6:9.10
	Acts 28:25-27

	Son of God
	Psalm 2:7
	Hebrews 5:2

	Son of Man
	Psalm 8:4-6
	Hebrews 2:6-9

	Prophet 
	Deuteronomy 18:15-19 
	Acts 3:22,23

	Priest
	Psalm 110:4 
	Hebrews 7:17-21

	King
	Psalm 45:6,7
	Hebrews 1:8,9

	I Am 
	Exodus 3 :14
	John 8:58

	Saviour
	Isaiah 40:6-8
	Hebrews 10:5-10

	Spirit controlled life
	Isaiah 11:1,2
	Mark 1:10,11

	Meekness
	Isaiah 53:7-8
	Acts 8:32-35

	Creator
	Psalm 102:25-27
	Hebrews 1:10-12

	His Pre-existence 
	Micah 5:2
	John 8:58

	Sinlessness 
	Isaiah 53:9-10
	1 Peter 2:21-22

	Faithfulness
	Lamentations 3:22-23
	1 Thessalonians 5:24

	The Rejected Stone
	Psalm 118:22-23
	Acts 4:10-11

	Rejected by the Jews
	Isaiah 8:14
	Romans 9:32-33

	Entry into Jerusalem
	Zechariah 9:9
	Matthew 21:4,5

	
	
	

	
	
	

	PROPHECY
	TEXT
	FULFILLED BY CHRIST

	
	
	

	Welcome as the King
	Psalm 118:25,26 
	John 12:12,13

	Abandoned by his disciples
	Zechariah 13:7
	Mark 14:27

	Betrayed by a Friend
	Psalm 41:9
	John 13:18-27

	False Witnesses 
	Psalm 35:11 
	Matthew 26:59-61

	Moses lifting up the serpent
	Numbers 21:7-9
	John 3:14,15

	30 pieces of silver & potters field 
	Zechariah 11:12,13
	Matthew 27:3-10

	Spit in His face
	Isaiah 50:6
	Mark 14:65

	Silence in front of Accusers 
	Isaiah 53:7
	Matthew 27:12-14

	Cry from the Cross
	Psalm 22:1
	Matthew 27:46

	Pierced hands and feet
	Psalm 22:18 
	Matthew 27:35

	Convicted with criminals 
	Isaiah 53:12 
	Mark 15:28

	Sign of Jonah and resurrection 
	Matthew 12:40
	1 Corinthians 15:4

	Crown of Thorns
	Jonah 2:5 
	Matthew 27:29

	Dividing his garments
	Psalm 22:18 
	John 19:23,24

	No bones broken
	Exodus 12:46 
	John 19:31-33, 36

	Thirst on the Cross
	Psalm 69:21
	John 19:28-30

	He dies for others
	Daniel 9:25-26a
	Hebrews 1:3

	Darkness at the cross
	Amos 8:9
	Matthew 27:45

	Tomb with the Rich
	Isaiah 53:9 
	Luke 23:50-53

	Resurrection 
	Psalm 16:10
	Acts 2:25-31

	Ascension
	Psalm 68:18
	Ephesians 4:8-10

	Session 
	Psalm 110:1
	Hebrews 1:13


COMMENT

Looking at 50 prophecies and excluding the virgin birth and resurrection of Christ we find that the chance of Jesus Christ being who He claimed to be is absolute. Scientists generally accept a standard that anything with a probability of less than 1 chance in 1050 is regarded as totally impossible and discarded from consideration. The probability of an individual in history fulfilling these prophecies and more by chance is far slighter than 1 chance in 1050. It is absolute. It would not happen by chance!
A SELECTION OF BIBLICAL PROPHECIES NOT AFFECTING CHRIST FULFILLED HISTORICALLY
	PROPHECY
	TEXT
	FULFILLED 

	Reuben would be unstable 
	Genesis 49:3,4
	Numbers 26:5-11

	Levi would have no land allotted
	Genesis 49:5-7
	Joshua 21:4-7h

	Judah would become the ruler
	Genesis 49:8-12
	Joshua 15:1

	Dan would lead in idolatry 
	Genesis 49:16-18
	Joshua 19:40-48

	Gad would be a warrior tribe
	Genesis 49:19
	1 Chronicles 5:18-20, 12:8

	Asher would have rich land
	Genesis 49:20
	Historic including recent oil

	Naphtali would spreads good news
	Genesis 49:21
	Matthew 4:13-15

	Joseph would have great blessing
	Genesis 49:22-26
	Deuteronomy 33:13-17

	Benjamin would be ferocious 
	Genesis 49:27
	Judges 19, 20:21-47

	Joshua and Caleb enter Land
	Number 14:24
	Joshua 3:7, 17, 14:6-12

	Sisera to be defeated by a woman
	Judges 4:9
	Judges 4:21

	Hophni and Phineas die same day
	1 Samuel 2:34 
	1 Samuel 4:11

	Priesthood removed from the Eli line
	1 Samuel 2:27-36, 3:11-14
	1 Kings 2:26-27

	Saul to die in battle on specified day
	1 Samuel 28:19
	1 Samuel 31:1-6

	Solomon not David to build Temple
	1Chronicles 17:1-12
	1 Kings 7:51

	Jezebel to be eaten by wild dogs
	1 Kings 21:23
	2 Kings 9:30-37

	Elisha to receive a double portion
	2 Kings 2:9
	Twice miracles of Elijah

	Naaman to recover from leprosy 
	2 Kings 5:3, 8, 10
	2 Kings 5:14

	Joash to defeat the Syrians 3 times
	2 Kings 13:18-19
	2 Kings 13:25

	Sennacherib killed in his own land
	Isaiah 37:7 
	Isaiah 37:37-38

	Cyrus to allow Jews to Jerusalem
	Isaiah 44:28
	Ezra 1:1-2

	
	
	

	PROPHECY
	TEXT
	FULFILLED 

	
	
	

	Coniah’s kingly line terminated
	Jeremiah 22:28-30
	Historical by virgin birth

	Nebuchadnezzar given animal mind
	Daniel 4:19-27
	Daniel 4:28-37

	Belshazzer have kingdom removed
	Daniel 5:5, 25-28
	Daniel 5:30

	Alexander the Great world empire
	Daniel 2:32-39, 7:6, 8:5-8, 21, 11:3
	History

	Alexander to defeat the Persians
	Daniel 8:5-8
	History

	Future of the Empire
	Daniel 11:4
	Four generals out of eleven

	North King stronger than the South 
	Daniel 11:5
	Seluchus I and Ptolemy I

	Assassination of a Queen
	Daniel 11:6
	Laodice murders Bernice

	Zenith of Power in South
	Daniel 11:7
	Ptolemy III supreme

	Booty retrieved for Egypt
	Daniel 11:8
	300 yrs after Persian looting

	Return of Southern King
	Daniel 11:9
	Ptolemy III returns to Egypt

	Arms race in the North
	Daniel 11:10
	Seluchus III & Antiochus III

	North and South fight
	Daniel 11:11
	Battle of Raphia 217 BC

	Revolts in the South
	Daniel 11:12
	Ptolemy IV causes trouble

	North re-arms and becomes rich 
	Daniel 11:13
	Antiochus III becomes rich

	North assisted by the Jews
	Daniel 11:14
	Conquers Palestine 199 BC

	North invades a weak South 
	Daniel 11:15-16
	Antiochus III defeats Egypt

	North tries to spy on the South 
	Daniel 11:17
	Unsuccessful 

	Rome defeats the North
	Daniel 11:18
	Scipio Asiaticus wins battle

	North bankrupted by Rome
	Daniel 11:19
	Reparations by Rome

	North raises high taxes
	Daniel 11:20
	Reign of taxman short!

	Prototype Abomination/Desolation
	Daniel 11:21-34
	Statue of Zeus in Temple

	Zacharias to be mute until birth
	Luke 1:20
	Luke 1:57-64

	Simeon to see Messiah pre death
	Luke 2:25-26
	Luke 2:28-30

	Peter would deny Jesus Christ
	John 13:38
	John 18:24-27

	Peter to die as a martyr 
	John 21:18-19, 2 Peter 1:12-14
	History

	Judas to give himself over to Satan 
	John 6:70
	John 13:27

	Paul would minister to the Gentiles
	Acts 9:15
	Romans 11:13

	Paul would go to Rome
	Acts 23:11
	Acts 28:16


COMMENT
These historical prophecies that have been fulfilled are shown above. They include 17 prophecies from Daniel chapter 11 written in 538 BC and fulfilled over a three hundred year period starting with the death of Alexander the Great in 331 BC.  Daniel is well certified as prophetic truth written well before the events!

Again the chances of all these prophecies being literally fulfilled by random chance is well into the “absurd level” showing that Bible Prophecy can be totally relied upon as absolutely true.
NOTES

CHAPTER 4 - PSALM 19  THE STARS AND THE BIBLE
[Commentary by Brian G C Huggett [Dip Theo] and Dr John C McEwan EBCWA Book 49-3]

To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.

Chief Musician: natsach - naw-tsakh', to glitter from afar, to be eminent (as a superintendent, especially of the Temple services and its music).  A Psalm, mizmor - miz-more', instrumental music, a poem set to music, from the pen of David - daw-veed', loving, David, the youngest son of Jesse.

Psalm 19:1  

“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth his handiwork.”

Key words:
Hebrew


Meaning

Heavens
shameh


as the visible universe, the sky, atmosphere


Declare

saphar


to score with a mark, (by implication) to inscribe, enumerate

Glory

kabod  


weight; figuratively in a good sense, splendour or copiousness

God

el


strength; as adjective mighty; especially the Almighty

Firmament
raqiya


an expanse, that is, the firmament or visible arch of the sky

Showeth
nagad


to front, stand boldly out opposite; by implication to manifest

Handiwork
maaseh / yad

an action, a product of the hand

The heavens declare the glory of God:  The works of God’s fingers, the invisible things of God even his eternal power and Godhead are (saphar) inscribed, indelibly and everlastingly etched, and clearly seen in the heavens (shameh}, the visible universe (Psalm 8:3; Romans 1:20).  

It is when we contemplate creation that we know its maker is not just el, some being of strength, but is Elohim, creator of heaven and earth (Genesis 1:1), the Almighty.  The naked eye and an open mind are sufficient to see the glory of the Creator portrayed in the things he has made.  Such majestic panoramas, as are seen in the stars, give rise to reflection on the intelligence that conceived and the power that brought such things into being.  

Those that say there is no evidence of God have their minds on earthly things and have become vain in their imaginations, have corrupted themselves with the philosophies of atheism, polytheism, evolution, pantheism, fatalism, naturalism, rationalism and empiricism (Read SECTION 1 - THE ORIGINAL CREATION - VERSE 1 of the EBCWA Book # 31 GENESIS 1-11 by Dr. Peter Moses).

Those that say there is no God have become fools (Psalm 14:1; 53:1) and have corrupted themselves also, for to deny God leaves them without truth, therefore they must accept error in its place.

The firmament showeth his handiwork:  The raqiya, the great arc of the sky, whether day or night, standing out boldly for all to see, witnesses to the creative power of the Almighty God.  

(All of the philosophies mentioned above, demand an eternal universe from which life somehow evolved, but there are universally accepted natural laws that disallow this.  

The Law of Thermodynamics states:  Within a closed system (the universe included), energy cannot be increased nor diminished but is moving, from useable to non-useable energy, toward equilibrium (entropy).  
The stars, including our own sun, are dissipating their energy at a phenomenal rate in this process, and given time, their combined energy will be distributed evenly throughout the universe.  
To illustrate: Boil a kettle and make a cup of tea, place that cup of tea on the table and wait for it to come to room temperature, you will end up with a ‘cold’ cup of tea.  The universe too will be ‘cold’, and not only so, it will also be ‘dark’ and ‘lifeless’.  

Regardless of how long the equilibrium of the universe’s energy takes, logic demands that an eternal universe would have already reached that point; therefore, because there is still warmth light and life within the universe, it had a beginning.  Any force capable of starting the process (or even restarting it) must be above and beyond the system.)

Such facts as this must be an encouragement to one who believes in God, Elohim creator of heaven and earth.  To encourage believers in the Biblical account of a six-day creation, the following scientific comments are included: - 

SCIENCE AND CREATION
1. The following are brief comments which support the creationist view of life and confirm the Biblical statements on science. Science supports creation rather than the theory of evolution.

2. Genesis 1 and 2 tell the correct sequence of created matter and life.

3. Atmosphere

a) Carbon 14.  Scientists say that the production of Carbon 14 should reach equilibrium with Carbon 12 when the atmosphere is 40,000 years old. Modern calculations show that Carbon 14 is being produced at 3 to 1 greater rate than it is decaying. This indicates the atmosphere is less than 10,000 years old. Carbon dating is based on the speed of light which has been found not to be constant but gradually reducing in speed.

b) Helium.  Produced by the action of cosmic rays on the atmosphere, the amount of helium present in the atmosphere indicates an approximate age of 10,000 years. No atmosphere 10,000 years ago - no life thus fossils and men are contemporaries.

4. Oceans

Cosmic dust enters the atmosphere at 14.3 million tons per annum. If the earth was 4.5 billion years old the earth should have a dust blanket in excess of 100 feet in depth. This doesn't allow for the greater rate of dust deposit which most scientists believe occurred in ancient times. The dust is not evident. This dust has been subject to rain translating the dust from the land via the new system to the oceans.

a) Nickel.  Assuming that the oceans were initially of absolutely pure water we would expect a certain amount of nickel deposits in the ocean, as though somewhat rare on earth nickel is common in cosmic dust. There should be 950 pounds of nickel per square foot of ocean floor if the earth is 4.5 billion years old. The amount of nickel present in the ocean indicates an age of 9,000 years for the ocean.

b) Uranium and Silicon.  Similar readings with uranium and silicon give ocean ages of approximately 10,000 years only.

5. The Earth's Crust

a) Magnetic Field

The magnetic field of the earth has a half life of 1,400 years. This means that 1,400 years ago the magnetic field was twice as strong,  2,800 years ago four times as strong , etc.

By continuing this process back into history by 8000 BC it has been calculated that the magnetic field would be the same as a magnetic star precluding life on the planet. A magnetic star maintains its field by thermo-nuclear reaction.

Projecting forward by 3100 AD the magnetic field decaying at its present rate will collapse causing the Van Allan belt to disintegrate allowing massive radiation of the earth which will end life on this planet. (This excludes divine intervention in the Millennium). The magnetic field is less than 10,000 years old.

b) Earth's Molten Core

The famous scientist Lord Kelvin calculated the heat loss from the molten core of the earth through the earth's crust and showed that the earth was far younger than its estimated 4500 million years. He also estimated the age of the sun as being young.

6. Biology

a) Mules.  Mules are formed by crossing horses and donkeys. Whilst male mules are always infertile, occasionally a female mule can produce offspring. By crossing a male horse with the mule a horse will always result. Similarly a male donkey will produce a donkey. Nature will revert back to its own kind.

b) Cereals.  Hybrid grains can be grown but are generally infertile. With the recrossing of wheat or oats with the hybrid, wheat or oats are formed, never the hybrid.

7. Geology

a) The Geological Column according to evolutionary theory ranges from Pleistocene in the Age of Mammals to Pre Cambrian of 570 million years or more. There are 15 subdivisions in this column. Nowhere in the world does the geological column exist in its correct order in nature.

b) In the column Trilobites are in the Cambrian period of 500 to 570 million years. In recent years a fossil of a trilobite has been found with a human sandal print superimposed over it showing trilobites and man coexisted on the earth at the same time.

c) In the Paluxy River, Texas, along the river bed are lines of dinosaur foot prints, foot prints of man and children together with giant foot prints 18" long. (Genesis 6:1-6). Giants in the land.

d) In the Appaluchian Mountains from Maine to Georgia are human foot prints in granite.

e) Supposed "missing links" in humanity.

i) Neanderthal Man is now considered to be modern man. The famous French general Lafayette had a perfect Neanderthal skull.

ii) Cro-Magnon Man had a brain capacity of 1450 cc towards the upper limit of human craniums nowadays which range from 900 cc to 1500 cc. Cro-Magnon had a skull exactly like Charles Darwin.

iii) Piltdown Man, found in East Sussex was found to be an elaborate hoax which fooled the scientific community for over 40 years.

iv) Nebraska Man was created from a tooth. The tooth was eventually identified as a pig's tooth.

v) Java Man was constructed from a cranium and jaw found many metres apart in a gravel bed in Java.

8. Astronomy

a) Jupiter and Saturn both give out 21/2 times the heat received from the sun showing they are young bodies.

b) lo, one of the moons of Jupiter, not only has an atmosphere but has active volcanoes.

c) Titan, the largest moon of Saturn also has an atmosphere. This indicates that the moon is less than 10,000 years old.

d) The rings of Saturn are undulating not smooth. By the gravitational pull of Saturn it is estimated that the rings would have smoothed out completely between 10,000 and 100,000 years.

e) Astronomers agree that comets have a life of no more than 10,000 years. Assuming that comets are not being created this shows a solar system of less than 10,000 years.

f) When the first space ships landed on the moon NASA expected that there would be a 28 mile thick layer of dust of the consistency of icing sugar. NASA spent $1,000 million experimenting for a successful soft landing. When Neil Armstrong stepped on the moon he found the dust on the surface averaged 3" in thickness indicating some 8,000 years in age.

g) Space probes were sent to Mars and Venus to try to find life. Both were unsuccessful.

9. Thermodynamics

a) 1st Law - Energy is neither created nor destroyed. It changes from one state to another - this supports creation.

b) 2nd Law - When changes take place, the structure always becomes less organized, never more complex. Creation confirms this. Evolution is based on the opposite stance of simple systems becoming more organized or complex.

c) This very brief topic shows clearly how science supports the fact of creation rather than the theory of evolution with a likely date of original creation less than 10,000 years ago.

Psalm 19:2-3  

“Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night showeth knowledge. There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard.” 

Key words:
Hebrew


Meaning

Day

yom

to be hot; sunrise to sunset, 24 hr period, a defined space of time 
Uttereth

naba

to gush forth; figuratively to utter, to emit: - pour out, send forth
Speech

omer

utterance, speech, word, saying, promise, command
Night

layil  

night as opposed to day
Showeth
chavah

to tell, declare, show, make known
Knowledge
daath

knowledge, perception, skill

Language
dabar

speech, saying, utterance, word, words

Voice

qol  

to call aloud; a voice or sound
Heard

shama

to hear, listen to, obey
Day unto day… night unto night: This may convey the idea of there never being a time when the testimony of the heavens is not there for all to see, but the structure of the sentence allows an even greater depth: Each succeeding day uttereth (naba), pours forth speech omer words, information, to be added to the next.  One night’s showing (chavah), reveals further knowledge perception or skill, and seeing it is the ‘works of God’s fingers’ on display, skill would be an apt translation.  

Showeth knowledge:  True science, the observation and replication of natural phenomena, is enhanced on a day-to-day basis, where the knowledge of yesterday is the foundation for today’s learning.  
This is the implication here as Barnes comments: “Each day has its own lesson in regard to the wisdom, the power, and the goodness of God, and that lesson is conveyed from one day to another “There are as many lessons conveyed to man about the greatness and majesty of God by the silent movements of each night as there are by the light of the successive days”.  

Man was commanded to subdue the earth (Genesis 1:28), and exploration and scientific inquiry has been part of that subjugation.  It would be well if modern science kept its inquiry to those fields that can be observed or replicated rather than in the vain philosophies of naturalistic evolution. 

No speech nor language, where their voice is not heard:  Mankind is without excuse for not knowing of the power and divinity of God Elohim (Romans 1:20), for the heavens are there for every man, everywhere.  
The language of the heavens is a universal language for it speaks to the soul, the nephesh.  They give expression to the majesty and glory of God, not by words, the use of the language of men, but a silent yet very real testimony to the power and glory of the Creator.  

Barnes tells us that some have rendered the passage thus, “There is no speech to them, and no words, neither is their voice heard” but though this is true in itself, the idea is of a universal hearing, “There is not a language (a people) under the sun where the testimony of the heavens is not seen”.

Psalm 19:4 

“Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun.” 

Key words
Hebrew

Meaning

Line

qav  

cord, line, measuring-line

Gone out
yatsa

to go out, come out, exit, go forth

Through all
kol  

all, the whole

Earth

erets

to be firm; the earth, a land: - country, earth, field
Words

millah  

a word; collectively a discourse
End

qatseh  

end, extremity
World

tebel

the earth (as moist and inhabited); the globe, its inhabitants


Tabernacle
ohel

a tent: - covering, (dwelling) (place), home, tabernacle, tent
Sun

shemesh
to be brilliant; the sun
Their line is gone out through all the earth:  The word ‘line’ (qav) cord or measuring-line is used in Job 38:4-5 as a tool in the hands of the Divine architect of the earth: - “Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? Declare, if thou hast understanding.  Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath stretched the line upon it?”

Heaven’s ‘line’ refers to the order and detailed precision of structure and movement that is so clearly revealed to the interested observer, and in that precision is seen (throughout all the earth), the work of the supreme architect.  Whenever qav is used it speaks of exactness and finality; the line is drawn, the position is fixed and fixed against a perfect and unchanging measure.  Such truths can be seen in the heavens, they do not need words to prove them; the proof is written in unspoken words to the mind.  ‘Their words to the end of the world’ is a reiteration of this.

In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun:  In them (the heavens vs.1), the sun has his tabernacle (ohel), tent or dwelling.  From the perspective of earth, the sun is the primary object in the heavens, both in its apparent size and brilliancy and in its all-embracing effect (vs.6), yet it is ‘in the heavens’ and as such is part of God’s creation, the works of his fingers.  

In many cultures the sun has been worshipped, but David uses it here as a transition of thought: From the heavens declaring God’s power and divinity (vss.1-4), to the sun as God’s ultimate provision, both of light (revelation) and warmth  (life) (vss. 5-6), and on to the law, the testimony, the statutes the commandments and judgments of the LORD (vss. 7, 8, 9), taking his readers smoothly and naturally from the testimony of creation to God’s written revelation.

LIGHT 

1. God is light and in Him there is no darkness at all. (1 John 1:5)

2. The Lord is the visible manifestation of that light. (John 1:4, 8:12, 12:46)
3. The Lord's coming as the Light of the World was prophesied. (Isaiah 49:6)

4. The light was seen in the darkness of the world. (Matthew 4:16; Luke 2:32)

5. The Lord brought light and immortality through the gospel. (2 Timothy 1:10)

6. Believers are said to be light bearers. (Matthew 5:14-16; John 12:36)

7. We are said to be the children of the light. (John 11:9-10; Ephesians 5:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:5; 1 Peter 2:9)

8. Light is necessary for man's existence on the earth. (Ecclesiastes 11:7; Jeremiah 31:35)
9. Divine guidance of Israel was provided by God through light. (Exodus 14:20)

10. Bible doctrine in the soul is portrayed by light. (Psalm 119, 105,130)
11. The gospel is called light. (2 Corinthians 4:3,4; 2 Timothy 1:10)

12. Salvation brings the believer out of darkness into light just as the planet Earth was brought out of darkness into light by God. (Luke 1:79; 1 Peter 2:9).
13. Satan is the distorter, the angel of light. (2 Corinthians 11:14)

14. Satan's strategy is to outshine the true light with his own false gospel. (2 Corinthians 4:3-6)

Psalm 19:5-6  

“Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race.  His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Meaning” 

Bridegroom
chathan

son-in-law, daughter’s husband, bridegroom, husband

Chamber
chuppah
a canopy: - chamber, closet

Rejoiceth
sus  

to be bright, that is, cheerful: - be glad, joy, make mirth, rejoice

Strong man
gibbor  

powerful; warrior, tyrant: - champion, chief, giant, man, mighty 

Run

ruts

to run (especially to rush): - break down, divide speedily, footman

Race

orach

a well-trodden road; also a caravan: - manner, path, race

Going forth
motsa
  
going out or forth, issue, export, source, spring

End

qatseh  

end, extremity

Heaven

shamayim  
heaven, heavens, sky

Circuit

tequphah  
coming round, circuit of time or space, a turning, circuit

Hid


sathar

to hide, conceal

Heat

chammah
 heat of the sun, heat

Bridegroom… strong man:  Both words depict strength and vigour.  Bridegroom usually connotes a young man in his prime, and coming out of his chamber would indicate one who is refreshed joyful and ready for the race.  There are two words in italics in vs.5, which if removed, as they should be, likens the bridegroom to a strong man ready and able to run a race.   “Which, as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race.”  

This strong vigorous entity rises up from one end (qatseh), extremity of the heavens to the other in his circuit (tequphah), his everyday route, shedding its warmth upon all.  Nothing hid from the heat thereof shows the providence of God in giving light and life to mankind everywhere. 

Matthew Henry associates this with Christ and his gospel, “The sun in the firmament is an emblem of the Sun of righteousness, the Bridegroom of the church, and the Light of the world, diffusing Divine light and salvation by his gospel to the nations of the earth. He delights to bless his church, which he has espoused to himself; and his course will be unwearied as that of the sun, till the whole earth is filled with his light and salvation.”     

This association with the gospel is not dissimilar with what David seems now to do, associate the light and warmth of the sun to the word of God.

Psalm 19:7  

“The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.”

Key words:
Hebrew

Meaning

Law

torah  

a precept or statute; law, direction, instruction

LORD

yehovah
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God
Perfect

tamiym

complete, whole, entire, sound

Converting
shub

to return, turn back

Soul

nephesh
soul, self, life, creature, person, appetite, mind, living being

Testimony
eduth

testimony: - testimony, witness

Sure

aman

to support, confirm, be faithful

Wise

chakam

to be or become wise, act wisely

Simple

pethiy 

simple, foolish, open-minded

The law of the LORD, the torah, the precepts and instructions given to Moses are tamiym, are sound, wholesome, unimpaired and have integrity.  One only needs to read the ten commandments to see, first of all, the source of those commands: “I am the LORD thy God…” (Exodus 20:2), and then in the instructions and prohibitions, to see the indisputable truth of them.  In this sense the law of the LORD is that which is beneficial, that which, if adhered to, will produce blessing.   

The God of creation is no ordinary elohiym, not just a ‘mighty’ being, but is Yehovah the LORD the self-existent and eternal being, and because these laws come from him they must be ‘perfect’ beneficial, constructive or sound.   He was the author of everything that is good (Genesis 1:31) therefore his laws must be good.  If we approach God’s laws with this in mind, our soul (nephesh) will (shub) return back, or be converted to God’s will and ways.  

Barnes compares the effect of God’s written revelation to the effect of the works of his fingers: “The glory of the works of God - the heavens, the firmament, the sun, as described in the previous verses, is, that they convey the knowledge of God around the world, and that the world is filled with light and life under the genial warmth of the sun.  The glory of the law, or the revealed truth of God, is, that it bears directly on the soul of man, turning him from the error of his ways and leading him to pursue a life of holiness.”  

The testimony of the LORD is sure. The LORD God has testified to the truth of his law; this is intimated in 2Timothy 3:16 “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God…”  In stating his torah (instructions) to men, God gave mankind the guidelines to a life of blessing and fulfilment, and those who pursue after these things must surely be classed as wise.  

Simple does not mean foolish, it is from (pethiy) also meaning open minded or naïve.  Anyone who listens to the testimony of the LORD is not foolish.  They may be uninformed but will not remain so for long, but will be made wise.  To see what wisdom is read Proverbs 8: Such words as understanding, truth, righteousness, knowledge, prudence (discretion), and justice are seen to be the measure of wisdom.  
The absence of wickedness, perverseness, evil, pride and arrogance allow for wisdom and “… whoso findeth me (wisdom) findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the LORD” (Proverbs 8:35).

WISDOM

 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom” Psalm 111:10
1. Wisdom is identified as understanding (Proverbs 8:1, 5).
2. Wisdom will speak of things that are right, i.e. just and unbiased (Proverbs 8:6).
3. Wisdom will speak truth and will abstain from wicked or malicious words (Proverbs 8:7).

4. Wisdom results in righteous (just, honest) words and will refrain from perverse or slanderous speech (Proverbs 8:8).  

5. Words of wisdom will be heard and understood by those who have understanding and knowledge (Proverbs 8:9).  

6. Wisdom will seek after instruction rather than wealth (Proverbs 8:10).   

7. Wisdom is better than material gain (Proverbs 8:11).
8. Wisdom is identified with prudence (discretion), it is discerning regarding ‘witty inventions’ (evil plots) (Proverbs 8:12).
9. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Psalm 111:10); therefore, to hate evil, pride and arrogance is a sign of wisdom (Proverbs 8:13).
10. There is strength (mastery) in wisdom (Proverbs 8:14).
11. Wisdom is necessary to leadership (Proverbs 8:15-16).
12. Wisdom will come to those who seek her early in life (Proverbs 8:17).
13. Those things that God considers true riches, i.e. a good name, humility and fear of the LORD are the rewards of wisdom (Proverbs 8:18-19 cf. Proverbs 22:1, 4).  
14. Wisdom is eternal (Proverbs 8:22-23).
15. Wisdom was before the creation; was instrumental in creation and for creations benefit (Proverbs 8:24-35).   
16. He that falls short of wisdom does wrong (does violence) to his eternal soul (Proverbs 8:36).
Psalm 19:8  

“The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.” 

Key words 
Hebrew


Meaning

Statutes
piqqud  

appointed, a mandate: - commandment, precept, statute
LORD

yehovah
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God
Right

yashar

straight, upright, correct, right

Rejoicing
samach

to rejoice, be glad

Heart

leb

inner man, mind, will, heart, understanding

Commandment
mitsvah

a command: - law, ordinance, precept
Pure

bar

beloved; also pure, empty: - choice, clean, clear, pure
Enlightening
or

to be luminous: - glorious, kindle, enlighten, set on fire, shine

Eyes

ayin

of physical eye; as showing mental qualities

Statutes of the LORD:  The word piqqud properly means mandates, precepts - rules given for guidance, rules that came from the LORD, rules given through the agency of men by divine authority.  The verb from which this word is derived is paqad and means to care for, to set over, to appoint, to give the oversight, therefore these statutes are given to care for, to oversee God’s people.  They are a provision from God’s grace.

Are right - Are yashar, straight, upright, correct, just and proper.  They are of the LORD, they are part and parcel to his character and therefore not just the result of arbitrary authority, they are in themselves, fair and just.  The result of such statutes is that they rejoice the heart, they make the inner man joyful.  

As Gill points out, this cannot be the Law, for that “is a voice of terror; pronounces guilt; curses and condemns; is the killing letter and works wrath” but it is the gospel contained in God’s word, the good news that, though we are sinners, God is able to forgive us our sins and cleanse us.  Jeremiah could write, “Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by thy name, O LORD God of hosts” (Jeremiah 15:16) see also Job 23:12; Psalm 19:10, Psalm 119:72, Psalm 119:97, Psalm 119:101-103, Psalm 119:111. 

Commandment (mitzvah) is a command, a directive, an instruction or a charge. The word does not imply fairness, but is a requirement, a condition of the one giving the command.  David however is speaking of the commandment of the LORD, and it is pure.  As with his statutes, the commandments of the LORD stem from his perfect character, and as he is holy, just and good so also is his commandment.  

Left to ourselves we would remain in the darkness of ignorance and remain self-centered slaves to sin (Romans 6:16), but when we are shown the purity of God’s commandment, we are no longer ignorant and will, if we believe, have the “eyes of our understanding enlightened”  (Ephesians 1:18).  This is the meaning to the word ayin eyes in this verse; the mental and spiritual faculties.  The context of the passage shows this to be ongoing, as we study God’s word we will understand more and more.   

Psalm 19:9  

“The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.” 

Key words 
Hebrew


Meaning

Fear

yirah

fear, terror, fearing; fear (of God), respect, reverence piety

LORD

yehovah
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God
Clean

tahor  

pure, clean (morally, ethically)

Enduring
amad

to stand, remain, endure, take one’s stand

Forever

ad

perpetuity, for ever, continuing future

Judgments
mishpaṭ

judgment, justice, ordinance

True

emeth

stability, certainty, truth, trustworthiness: - faithful, right, sure
Righteous
tsadaq
'
to be just, be righteous

Altogether
yachad

union, unitedness, together, all together, alike

In this verse we have the conclusion of vss. 7 and 8.  All that can be gained from the law of the LORD, from His testimony, His statutes and his commandment are now summed up in the words, clean, enduring, true and righteous.

Fear is the Hebrew yirah, or fear, terror, fearing.  Yirah is a noun and in this case designates the natural response to a true knowledge of God, a response of awe and reverence.  

Vine’s Exp. Dict. says that when used of a person in an exalted position, it connotes standing in awe. ”This is not simple fear, but reverence, whereby an individual recognizes the power and position of the one revered and renders him proper respect.”   In another place David writes, “Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling” (Psalm 2:11), which demonstrates the truth of this.  Our attitude toward God should be one of awed respect, and joyful wonder at his grace.  

Such ‘fear’ is clean - The proper meaning of tahor is clear or pure; as opposed to filthy or soiled in the physical sense; then, in a ceremonial sense, as opposed to that which is profane or common (Leviticus 13:17).  In a moral sense it is seen as ‘pure’ words, a ‘clean’ heart, etc. (Psalm 12:6; Psalm 51:10).  In Exodus 25:11, it is applied to ‘pure’ gold, which because of the process of refining illustrates the meaning of the word as ‘without dross’.  Barnes concludes his comments with “The sense here is, that there is nothing in it (the fear of the LORD) that tends to corrupt the morals, or defile the soul. Everything connected with it is of a pure or holy tendency, adapted to cleanse the soul and to make it holy.”

This purifying effect found in knowledge of the LORD, is as ongoing as the LORD, it endures forever.  Endure (amad), to stand or to take one’s stand shows purpose strength and endurance.  The fear of the LORD is enduring and the believer who has this attitude of awed respect and joyful wonder in God will do so forever, such knowledge cannot end as God cannot end.  This has nothing to with the faithfulness of men but all to do with the faithfulness of God. “Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand”  (Psalm 37:24. see also Psalm 119:117; John 10:28-30; Romans 8:31-39; Hebrews 7:25; 1Peter 1:5; Jude 1:24) 

The judgments mishpat of the LORD are those ordinances, rules and regulations he has determined as necessary for the administration of a free and just society.  David recognized this by admitting them to be true and righteous altogether.  True is (emeth) meaning stability, certainty, truth, trustworthiness; righteous (tsadaq) means just, fair and right, and altogether yachad (united-ness) means that the judgments of the LORD are the union of that which is true and righteous.

GOD – FAITHFULNESS OF GOD

1. God's faithfulness is based on his unchangeability - Hebrews 13:8

2. God's faithfulness is renewed "every day" - Lamentations 3:21-24

3. His promises are sure. - Hebrews 10:23
4. The faithfulness of Christ continues even when we are unfaithful. - 2 Timothy 2:13
5. Christ is a faithful and merciful high priest - Hebrews 2:17

6. God is faithful to forgive sins - 1 John 1:9

7. God is faithful to keep us saved - 2 Timothy 2:13
8. God is faithful to deliver us through temptation - 1 Corinthians 10:13
9. God is faithful to keep His promises to us - Hebrews 10:23
10. God is faithful to us in suffering - 1 Peter 4:19

11. God is faithful in fulfilling His plan for us - I Thessalonians 5:24

12. God is faithful to strengthen us - 2 Thessalonians 3:3

13. God is the faithful partner of our union with Christ - 1 Corinthians 1:9
14. Christ is a faithful and merciful high priest - Hebrews 2:17
15. Jesus Christ is synonymous with faithfulness - Revelation 19:11

Psalm 19:10-11  

“More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward.” 

Key words
Hebrew

Meaning

Desired

chamad

to delight in: - greatly beloved, covet, delight, desire, goodly, lust

Gold

zahab

gold; as precious metal; measure of weight; brilliance, splendour

Fine

paz

refined or pure gold

Honey

debash

be gummy; honey (stickiness); syrup

Honeycomb
tsuph

comb of honey (from dripping)

Servant

ebed

a servant: - bondman, [bond-] servant, (man-) servant
Warned

zahar

to admonish, warn, teach, shine, send out light, be light, be shining

Keeping
shamar

to hedge about (as with thorns), that is, guard; generally to protect,
Great reward
eqeb

consequence, gain, reward

It is a fact that God’s judgments are more desirable than this world’s riches, yet how many believe it to be so, or live their lives as if it were true?  David desired (chamad), coveted, took great delight in God’s word and though he had first hand experience of other men’s preference for ‘gold’, he wrote this from his own perspective.  To him, and to godly men everywhere, the words of God are “more to be desired than gold, yea, than much fine gold”.

Gold has historically been the most precious of metals and the emphasis David places on ‘fine’ gold, gold that has been thoroughly refined, is to emphasize the preciousness of God’s judgments.

To seek the wealth of this world in preference to a relationship with God and wisdom (vs.7) in preference to peace of heart and mind and in preference to enlightenment to what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God (vs.8), is to waste ones time on earth.  As believers we are exhorted to “redeem the time” for the days are evil and we must be wise and understand what the will of the Lord is (Ephesians 5:16-17 c.f. Romans 12:2).

Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb: Debash (honey) is believed by some to be the Arabic dibs, a syrup produced by boiling down the juice of grapes, raisins, carob beans, or dates, as well as natural honey (of the honeycomb).  David leaves us in no doubt to which he refers, it is the drippings of the honeycomb.  

The context in which David uses it shows that honey was to food, as gold is to metal, a precious commodity but it also has the meaning of being beneficial to the inner man.  The sweetness of honey stimulates the sensations (taste), yet the word of God stimulates the soul to a far greater and more beneficial degree. 

By them is thy servant warned:  The word zahar means enlightenment, to be aware or warned, and this is what God’s judgments do for the one who comes to the scriptures in reverence and anticipation.  Not as those who wrest the scriptures to their own destruction (2 Peter 3:16), but rightly dividing the word of truth - letting scripture itself determine the meaning of scripture.  (A basic principle to the study of God’s word is to ascertain the context of the word you are studying within the passage; then the context of the passage within the chapter; the chapter within the book and the book within the Bible.)

In keeping of them there is great reward:  Keeping is not the ‘doing of’ the Law as commanded in Deuteronomy 4:1, 7:11 etc., keeping is from the word shamar, to hedge about (as with thorns), to guard, and is speaking of an attitude of the heart rather than compliance to rule.  Compliance to rule is a depressing and hopeless task (Romans 3:20; Galatians 3:10, 5:3; James 2:10), but in guarding the judgments of God, in protecting them from the rebellion of your old nature and not allowing sin to have dominion over you, and in defending them against the attacks of ungodly men, there is great reward.  

Eqeb is consequence, gain or reward and the natural consequence of defending God’s word is blessing, which is the emphasis here.

HAPPINESS – HAPPINESS AND EXPERIMENTS IN ECCLESIASTES

1. This is the state of well being in the soul when the person is content in whatever situation they find themselves.

2. True happiness is unrelated to the circumstances of life.  Philippians 4:11, 12, Hebrews 13:5, 6.  

3. The Lord has promised to provide everything we NEED.  2 Corinthians 9:8.
4. Even in pain and persecution the truly mature believer can be happy. 1 Peter 3:14,  4:14, Psalms 146:5,  Proverbs 16:20,  28:14.

5. The more we know God the more truly happy we will be in this life Psalms 43:4,  1 Timothy 6:15, 16.

6. Many consider that great wealth, position or education will ensure happiness.  King Solomon searched for happiness in all of these things, and concluded that true happiness can only be found in God.

a) EXPERIMENT 1 - EDUCATION (Ecclesiastes 1:12-18)

i) Solomon introduces himself as the king and states that he undertook many educational courses. By hard study he attains a high standard in all his subjects but finds, with improved vocabulary, he is able to explain more to others how sad he is.

ii) Solomon's conclusion on education - "All vanity and vexation of spirit" (v 14). Education does not produce happiness.

b) EXPERIMENT 2 - PLEASURE (Ecclesiastes 2:1 -11)

i) Having spent time with study, Solomon decides to relax and pursue pleasure. He seeks pleasure in laughter (v 2), wine (v 3), great buildings (vs 4-6), servants (vs 7-9).
ii) Solomon's conclusion:  "All vanity and vexation of spirit" (v 11). Pleasure does not produce happiness.

c) EXPERIMENT 3 - A POSTERITY (Ecclesiastes 2:12-26)

i) Solomon reflects that when his time came he would die just as the foolish man. When that day came, unless he had a number of children, he would be forgotten, together with his works. Solomon becomes depressed. He is sleepless at night and comes to the conclusion that one should eat, drink and be merry to eke out a little happiness.

ii) Solomon's conclusion:  "all vanity and vexation of spirit" (v 26). Posterity does not produce happiness.

d) EXPERIMENT 4 - PHILOSOPHY (Ecclesiastes 3:1-22)

i) Solomon, in his philosophy, starts with facts and degenerates through rationalism to agnosticism.

ii) He commences with looking at man in time. God's eternal existence, provision and future judgment of the world is given. (vs 13-15). By (v 19) however, Solomon has degenerated to common origin evolution that man is just another member of the animal kingdom and his future destiny is exactly the same as the animals (v 20).

iii) He arrives at agnosticism (v 21) and finally humanism (v 22) where he "perceives [that there is nothing better than a man should rejoice in his own works".

iv) Solomon concludes this in (Chapter 4) with "This also is vanity and vexation of spirit." Philosophy does not produce happiness.

e) EXPERIMENT 5 - MONEY (Ecclesiastes 5:10-16)
i) Solomon who was one of the richest people who ever lived, soon concludes that money or wealth does not bring happiness. He finds that wealth does not satisfy (v 10), you support more and more people (v 11), you do not sleep well at night (v 12). When you die you cannot take your wealth with you (v 15).

ii) Solomon concluded money does not produce happiness.

f) EXPERIMENT 6 - A GOOD REPUTATION (Ecclesiastes 7:1-15)
i) With the forming of a good reputation over a long period of time, it is necessary to act in a sober, serious way (vs 2-5) rather than in a light-hearted, flippant way. By (v 15) however, Solomon has found that a good reputation does not ensure success or happiness.

ii) Solomon concluded a good reputation does not produce happiness.

g) EXPERIMENT 7 - MORALITY (Ecclesiastes 8:9-15)
i) Solomon observes that whilst the wicked will be punished in life many times, the wicked succeed and prosper to the human eye whilst the moral do not. He believes this is not fair (v 14) and as a consequence, returns to his solution of eating, drinking and making merry.

ii) Solomon concludes that morality does not produce happiness.

7. THE TRUE SOURCE OF HAPPINESS (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14)

Having examined a whole range of ways which the world believes will make you happy, Solomon concludes:  "Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work into judgement with every secret thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil. " In this, Solomon is reflecting the principle of (Joshua 1:8).
BLESSING

1. Scripture views blessing as a sense of  "peace and happiness".

2. Peace means contentment, tranquility and spiritual prosperity in life. Paul uses this prayer as a greeting in many of his letters (Galatians 1:3).  It is similar to the Hebrew greeting, Shalom, which implies peace and prosperity.

3. Blessing comes by giving God and His righteousness first place (Matthew 6:31-34).
4. Having eyes on material possessions is a foolish thing (Matthew 6:21 cf. James 5:1-6).
5. Godliness and contentment are God's will for your life, irrespective of wealth or possessions (1 Timothy 6:6-12).
6. Our intimate relationship with Jesus Christ is our treasure (2 Corinthians 4:6-7).
7. We have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in Christ - we share everything that He is (Ephesians 1:3).

8. God often uses material blessings to accompany spiritual blessing (3 John 2).  However, we are to be content in all circumstances (Philippians 4:11-13).
9. Blessings from God include such things as:

a) Peace (Psalm 29:11)
b) Comfort (Matthew 5:4)
c) Riches (Proverbs 10:22)
d) Rain (Ezekiel 34:26).
10. The believers who enjoy God's blessings are:

a) Righteous (Psalm 5:12)
b) Just (Proverbs 3:33)
c) Faithful (Proverbs 28:20)
d) Pure in heart (Psalm 24:4,5).

11. God's blessings are secured by:

a) Delighting in His Word (Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:1 -3)

b) Obeying the Word (Deuteronomy 28:1,2; James 1:25)

c) Teaching from the Word (Psalm 94:12; Hebrews 12:5-11)

d) Kindness to Jews (Genesis 12:3; Psalm 122:6).
e) Generosity (Proverbs 11:26; Malachi 3:10)

f) Walking in God's way (Psalm 128:1-4)
g) Prayer (James 5:16).
12. There are blessings in the book of the Revelation for

a) Those who heed the words of the book - 1:3, 22:7

b) Those who die in the Lord - 14:13

c) Those who are alert in the Tribulation regarding the Second Advent - 16:15

d) Those who attend the marriage supper of the Lamb - 19:9

e) Those who are part of the first resurrection - 20:6

f) Those who as believers will have eternal blessings in heaven - 22:14.

Psalm 19:12  

“Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret faults.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Meaning

Understand
biyn

to discern, understand, consider
Errors

shegiyah
a moral mistake: - error
Cleanse
naqah

to be empty, be clear, be pure, be free, be innocent

Secret

sathar

to hide, conceal

Who can understand his errors:  There is nothing hypocritical about David, he rhapsodises over the perfection of God’s judgments, acknowledges the benefits of obedience and yet recognises the shortcomings of the human psyche.

By ourselves it is impossible to know the all pervasiveness of sin.  The writer of the book of Hebrews shows us the only way to begin to understand. 
“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart”.  James tells us that if we look into the perfect law of liberty and are not a forgetful hearer, in the outworking of what we learn, we shall be blessed in the things we do (James 1:25).
It is through the teaching of his word that God will cleanse (the believer) from secret errors.  We are saved through faith (in Christ) yet we continue to break ‘fellowship’ with God by sinning.  It is as we study the Word of God that the knowledge of sin becomes clearer and we begin to very quickly confess our sins to him (1John 1:9).  
This is an ongoing process in life and the older and more knowledgeable we become, the deeper God’s word forces us to look into ourselves.  As a young believer we will easily recognize bitter resentment (hatred) as sin, but will fail to see contempt and indifference in the same light.  
Sin is all pervasive for “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” (Jeremiah 17:9).  God’s word will turn his light on to those ‘lesser’ shades of hatred and we must learn to acknowledge them to him.
Paraphrase: “What man is there that can discern error? cleanse me from hidden things.”
CHRISTIAN LIFE – CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
1. Forgiveness is by the death of Christ (Matthew 26:28, Revelation 1:5)
2. Divine forgiveness is to all who believe in Christ (Acts 10:43, Acts 16:31)
3. The penalty of sin was paid by Christ on the cross. (Hebrews 9:22, 2 Corinthians 5:21)
4.When a believer sins his fellowship with God is disrupted.  God forgives these sins upon confession and cleanses from the unknown sins in the believer's life as well as known sins. (1 John 1: 9).
5. Jesus Christ is our propitiation. (I John 2:1,2 )
6. In human forgiveness we are told to forgive others even as God has forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32).  
This can only be accomplished by the filling of the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 5:18, Galatians 5:22,23)
CHRISTIAN LIFE – CONFESSION OF SIN

1.
Examine yourself for genuineness of motivation. (2 Corinthians 14:5)
2.
Act on what you see (Romans 4:7-8)
3.
Deal with any sin by confession. (1 John 1:9, Psalm 66:18)
4.
Forget the sin which you have confessed.  Do not proceed into a pattern of guilt. (Philippians 3:13-14, Psalm 103:10-12)
5.
Resume your active spiritual walk.  Avoid areas where you might be tempted by the sin which so easily besets us. (Hebrews 12:12-13) 
6.
Be reconciled to others once you have been reconciled to God. (James 5:16)

7.
Get moving and grow up. (2 Peter 2:17-18)
Psalm 19:13  

“Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Meaning

Keep back
chasak
to restrain or (reflexively) refrain; to refuse, spare, preserve
Servant

ebed

A servant: - bondman, [bond-] servant, (man-) servant
Presumptuous
zed

arrogant: - presumptuous, proud
Dominion
mashal

to rule: - dominion, governor, reign, have power
Upright

tamam

to be complete, be finished, be at an end

Innocent
naqah

to be empty, be clear, be pure, be free, be innocent

Great 

rab

much, many, great
Transgression
pesha

a revolt (national, moral or religious): - rebellion, sin, transgression
Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous (sins):  Presumptuous is from the Hebrew zed meaning arrogant, presumptuous, proud.  
It is only used here and in the following passages, where it is invariably rendered ‘proud’ (Psalm 86:14; Psalm 119:21, Psalm 119:51, Psalm 119:69, Psalm 119:78, Psalm 119:85, Psalm 119:122; Proverbs 21:24; Isaiah 13:11; Jeremiah 43:2; Malachi 3:15; Malachi 4:1).  
Such predominant usage would indicate zed to be in reference to those who are proud and may indicate David’s request as protection from the proud, those who are proud.  However there is no reference to others in the whole of this psalm, only to God’s word and to the benefits of that word, and David’s request for protection from personal sins.  

It is more likely to be a request for protection from presumption, from pride and arrogance, a request to be restrained from the sins of self-reliance and self-righteousness.  This self-centeredness, though subtle and pervasive, is something that emanates from the conscious mind and is in contrast to the secret faults of vs.12.  

Let them not have dominion over me:  In this there is an acknowledgment to weakness in this area; the acknowledgment that sins of pride are ever ready to come to the fore and dominate ones motives and actions. 

Then shall I be upright:  If the LORD will answer David’s prayer in the affirmative and cleanse him from secret faults and keep him from presumption then he will be upright (tamam), complete, finished.  This does not mean perfection, but that he, as a sinner, was seen to be genuine in his faith and a product of God’s grace.

The great transgression is probably a reference to such sins as his great transgression over Bathsheba and Uriah the Hittite, which sin was “ever before me” (Psalm 51:3) and must have been to the day he died.  
We cannot remove such events from our memory but if those sins have been forgiven, their memory must only be a humbling experience not a destroying burden.  
If the LORD answers David’s prayer, then he will never again be guilty of such a sin.      

Such a request as we see in vss.12-13, would be a genuine response to David’s love for God’s word, and should be to all who claim to have such a love.  

NEBUCHADNEZZAR - PRIDE

1. SCRIPTURE - 2 Kings 24,25; Jeremiah 22:21-39,43-52; 2 Chronicles 36; Daniel 1-4; Ezra.

2. BIOGRAPHY 

Nebuchadnezzar was the eldest son of Nabopolassar, the founder of the Chaldean Empire.  He married Nitocris whose son-in-law Nabonidus and grandson Belshazzar were the last co-rulers of the empire.  Nebuchadnezzar, as the crown prince, led the Babylonian forces that defeated the Egyptians at Carchemish in 605 BC.  At this time he brought Daniel and others of the Judean nobility as hostages back to Babylon.  On the death of his father he ascended the throne on September 6, 605 BC.  Jehoiakim of Judah submitted to him (2 Kings 24:1).  He captured Jerusalem on March 16, 597 BC, taking Jehoiakim captive and replacing him with Zedekiah (2 Kings 24:11-20).  Zedekiah eventually revolted and he was taken into captivity with the remnant of Judea in 586 BC.  Nebuchadnezzar had much contact with Daniel.  The Jewish captive with God's help interpreted the visions of the arrogant man in Daniel 2 and of the Tree in Daniel 4.  Late in life he suffered from zoantrophy and was in the fields for seven years.  He rebelled against God's plan of history by erecting a huge statue of gold on the plain of Dura.  Because they would not worship the idol, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were cast into the furnace (Daniel 3).  There is some evidence that late in life Nebuchadnezzar became a believer (Daniel 4:34-37).  He died in 562 BC.

3. EVALUATION

Using the Daniel passages in chapters 1 - 4 we see Pride and its result. The main cause of Nebuchadnezzar's pride was his position:

As conqueror (Daniel 1:1,2).
As the taker of hostages (Daniel 1:3-6).
As the judge with power of life or death (Daniel 1:10, 2:5).
As King of Kings (Daniel 2:37).
As the recipient of power, strength and glory (Daniel 2:37).
As world ruler (Daniel 2:38).
As the controller of religion (Daniel 3:3-6).
As a great builder (Daniel 4:30).
However, he failed to see that his position was not of his own making but of God, and that God can demote as well as promote:

God caused Jehoiakim to fall (Daniel 1:1,2).
God gave Nebuchadnezzar his position (Daniel 2:37,38).

God gave Nebuchadnezzar the dream of his fall (Daniel 4:13-18).

God provided an interpreter (Daniel 4:19-27).
He ignored God's direction (Daniel 4:30).

God brought Nebuchadnezzar to act as an animal and demoted him (Daniel 4:31-33).
Nebuchadnezzar believed and recognised God (Daniel 4:34-37).

4. PRINCIPLES
Pride is the worst of all sins (Proverbs 6:16,17).
Leaders of men often suffer from pride (2 Chronicles 32:25,26; 1 Timothy 3:6).
Pride leads to abuse of power (Isaiah 3:13-16).
God controls the destiny of man (Job 1:21).
Those who oppress believers will be disciplined by God (1 Kings 21:19).
God controls the individual and will not allow continual abuse of power (Amos 4:1-3).

Great rulers can be brought down to the dust (Psalm 135:10).
The choice is between pride (own will) and the Scriptures (God's will) (Proverbs 8:13).
God will respond to the penitent soul (Psalm 51:17).
God will have no other gods before Him (Exodus 20:3) - the first commandment.

Psalm 19:14  

“Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.” 

Key words:
Hebrew

Meaning

Words

emer

something said: - answer, saying, speech, word

Meditation
higgayon
meditation, resounding music, musing

Heart

leb

inner man, mind, will, heart, understanding

Acceptable
ratson  

pleasure, delight, favour, goodwill, acceptance, will

Sight

paniym

face, presence, person

LORD

yehovah
the self Existent or eternal one; Jehovah, Jewish name of God

Strength
tsur  

a cliff; generally a rock or boulder; figuratively a refuge

Redeemer
gaal

to redeem, act as kinsman-redeemer, ransom

Words of my mouth are self-explanatory, they are the thoughts to which the psalmist gives verbal expression.  He goes further though and desires the very thoughts themselves, the meditation of my heart to be acceptable (ratson) to be a pleasure, a delight to the LORD.

When we read and digest the historical reality of creation and of Israel’s redemption, every mention of LORD yehovah, must be a recollection of mighty events of the past, and of deliverance and blessing.  It is a name that embraces creation (Genesis 2:4) and though El Shadday, God Almighty was the name Abraham, Isaac and Jacob knew him by (Exodus 6:3), LORD, Yehovah was the name associated with the deliverance, the redemption of the children of Israel (Exodus 3:2-8; Exodus 14:30-31). 

It is to the God of creation and redemption that David addresses the words of his mouth, and with whom he desires a good standing, and as Yehovah can see into the heart of man, it would be vain for him to make such a request unless the meditation of his heart was pure (Psalm 139:2; Proverbs 15:3; Jeremiah 17:10; Romans 8:27; Hebrews 4:13).

O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer:  Yehovah the self Existent or eternal one is David’s strength (tsur) and as we saw in the notes on Psalm 18:2 “Strength has been translated from (tsur), meaning rocky wall or cliff and would be better translated that way…” Here the translation should read O LORD my insurmountable refuge.

And my redeemer:  Redeemer is from gaal which according to Strong’s is “…a primitive root meaning to redeem (according to the Oriental law of kinship), that is, to be the next of kin (and as such to buy back a relative’s property, marry his widow, etc.)”  Brown-Driver-Briggs concurs, but adds to their definition of kinsman-redeemer, “avenge, revenge, ransom, do the part of a kinsman.”   

The word is used in the sense of: 

Deliverance in such passages as Genesis 48:16; Exodus 6:6; Exodus 15:3.  

Repurchase (purchase from or out of), as in Leviticus 25:25; Leviticus 25:48. 

Compensation as in Leviticus 27:13, Leviticus 27:15, Leviticus 27:19-20. 

Avenger as in Numbers 35:12; Deuteronomy 19:6; Joshua 20:3.

Kinsman as in Ruth 3:8-9; Ruth 3:12-13; Ruth 4:1; Ruth 4:8; 

The overall sense of the word seems to be “to make due payment” whether it be in redeeming the firstborn from God (Exodus 13:12-13); in redeeming a farm sold, by paying back the price (Leviticus 25:25; Ruth 4:3-4); in redeeming anything consecrated to God by paying its value (Leviticus 27:13), in redeeming a slave (Leviticus 25:48-49), in fulfilling the role of the avenger of blood in accordance to the law, “life for a life” (Genesis 9:5-6; Exodus 21:14, Exodus 21:23; Deuteronomy 19:11-13).

It would seem that even in instances where there was no redemption price specified or even demanded, there is still a payment to be made, for in Isaiah 43:3-4 we read:  

“For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: 

I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee.  

Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee: 

therefore will I give men for thee, and people for thy life.”

Barnes, in his comments on this verse from Isaiah, writes, “… God is giving a reason why his people might expect protection, and the reason here is, that he had been their deliverer, and that his purpose to protect them was so fixed and determined, that he had even brought ruin on nations more mighty and numerous than themselves, in order to effect their deliverance.”  The reference is of course to the Exodus, the deliverance of the children of Israel from bondage to Egypt.  It would seem even here that the law of a ‘life for a life’ was necessary.

David, as a student of the scriptures, would also have read Job 19:25-27 “For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth…” and was probably inspired by this passage in his own revelation, recorded in Psalm 16:9-11.  “Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in hope.  For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. Thou wilt show me the path of life: in thy presence is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures forevermore.”  

SALVATION – REDEMPTION

1. Redemption is the work of the Lord Jesus Christ towards sin. The implications of the Greek words (lutron, lutrosis, apolutrosis, antilutrosis) is ransom, redeem, pay money to set a slave free, pay a price, or (exagorazo) purchase from the slave market (of sin). 

2. The principle of redemption is found in (John 8:31-36).
3. The Lord paid the price for us, redeeming us from the slave market of sin by his perfect sacrifice for sin on the cross. Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 2:14. 

4. The Lord Jesus Christ is the only qualified redeemer. Through His virgin birth he has no inherited Old Sin Nature, by His perfect life He had no acquired sin or sin nature, and through His hypostatic union He is equal with both parties: God and man. Isaiah 53:9, John 8:46, 19:4, 2Corinthians 5:21, Hebrews 1:3,4:15,7:25,28, 1 Timothy 3:16. 
5. In the Old Testament redemption was taught by means of the shed blood of an animal sacrifice. Hebrews 9:22, Job 5:19,25,26. 

6. Blood was the purchase price for redemption. Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 1:14, 1 Peter 1:18,19. The blood of Christ relates this work of redemption to that which was pictured in these Old Testament sacrifices. 2 Corinthians 5:21. 
7. The soul of the believer not the body is redeemed. Psalm 34:22, Matthew 8:17.
8. Redemption removes the demands of the Old Testament Law. Galatians 3:13,10, 4:4-6.

9. Redemption is a doctrine which the believer can apply in times of pressure and catastrophe (Job 19:25,26), thereby finding both blessing and happiness.

10. Redemption results in adoption (Galatians 4:4-6).

11. Redemption provides the basis for the believer's eternal inheritance (Hebrews 9:15).

12. The blood of Christ is the ransom money or the purchase price of redemption (Ephesians 1:7; Col 1:14; 1 Peter 1:13,19; 1 John 1:7).

13. Redemption includes forgiveness of sin (Hebrews 9:22).

14. Redemption provides the basis of justification and immediate cleansing at salvation (Romans 3:24).

15. Redemption is the basis of our cleansing from sin during our Christian walk. (Leviticus 4:5; 6:1-6; 1 John 1:7,9).

PSALM 19
THE STARS 

v 1 "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.

v 2 Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge.

v 3 There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard.

v 4 Their line is gone out through all the earth and their words to the end of the world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun,

v 5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race.

v 6 His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof."

THE WORD

v 7 "The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the Lord is sure making wise the simple.

v 8 The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.

v 9 The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever: the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.

v10 More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey or the honeycomb.

v11 Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping them there is great reward.

v12 Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret faults.

v13 Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression.

v14 Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer."

CHAPTER 5 THE ETERNAL PLAN IN DETAIL
PROPOSITIONS

It is proposed that

1. God gave His Eternal Unchangeable Plan in detail set for all to see in the heavens before man was created.

2. The Plan provided by God allows man to have a relationship with the Creator if a person wishes to do so.

3. Knowledge by us of the Plan in the light of Scripture can encourage us by the fact that God is in control of history and will fulfil His Plan irrespective of Angelic or Human opposition.

4. The Eternal Plan of God is centred on the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.

5. It will be demonstrated that the story given by the individual constellations groups are consistent within that constellation group and compatible with the overall story. 

6. Obviously at the time of announcing the Eternal Plan all parts of the Plan were prophetic.

7. It will be shown that some 6000 years since Adam was created some of the Eternal Plan has been fulfilled, some is being fulfilled and some is yet to be fulfilled. 

8. By application The Eternal Plan of God at the end of time will be fulfilled in absolute detail and will remain unsullied demonstrating that the Heavens Declare the Glory of God.

THE BIBLE AND THE STARS, GOD'S STORY IN THE STARS.

We will now examine how God, through the stars and constellations, gave man the good news of the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, His life, death, His return in glory to reign and many other items of Biblical truth before the Word of God appeared in written form.

It must be emphasised from the start that this is not astrology or fortune telling, nor has it any connection with the occult. 

In order to have a counterfeit you have first to have the original. Astrology is in fact a counterfeit of God’s truth shown through His naming the stars He created to give His Eternal Plan. 
What we are considering is Scripture, the Bible in picture form provided by God in the heavens.
GOD'S HEAVENLY WITNESS

Prior to the Bible being completed did God leave himself without a witness?. NO!

Romans 1:19‑20 states ""For that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are clearly seen being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:"

HOW DID GOD LEAVE THIS MESSAGE?

Romans 10:17‑18 says "So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world."

Paul doesn’t want us to get too depressed by the outcome of so much of our preaching, for he wants us to reflect upon the basics that we are called to get right. Faith comes from hearing the truth, and our job is to proclaim the truth, not speak about our ideas! 
The safe way we can consistently give the truth is always by speaking from the Word of God, for the Word is all that the Holy Spirit will enliven into the hearts of fallen mankind. John 14:16-20, 23-27, 16:8-11. 

Paul asks, “Have the unbelievers not heard the truth?” Is there any excuse for any person not to respond to their creator? Paul echoes the words of Psalms 19 here to remind the hearers of his words that all people have heard the creator speak through creation, and when they hear the words and see or hear of the works of the Lord, they know the truth, and are called to respond. 

WHAT WORDS? WHOSE MESSAGE?

The words and message are shown in Psalm 19 which contrasts the Bible and the stars. In this Psalm the complementary nature of the two are clearly shown with the heavens truly declaring the glory of God as seen in verse 1 and the perfect nature of the Bible stated in the second half of the Psalm.

ARE THE STARS FOR SIGNS? 

That one of the prime functions of the stars in the ancient world was as signs is shown in Genesis 1:14 which states "And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and for years:"

From the Hebrew word for signs [oth] we find that one of the four purposes of the stars is as message bearers. In order to be a message bearer there need to be vocabulary. Have the stars and constellations names and who named them.
WHO NAMED THE STARS?

Isaiah 40:26 makes it clear that God named the stars allowing for the greatest story ever to be given to be done so with absolute accuracy. "Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things, that bringeth out their host by number: he calleth them all by names by the greatness of his might, for that he is strong in power; not one faileth."

Also in Psalm 147:4 the Psalmist tells us  "He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth them all by their names."
Several thousand stars are able to be seen with the naked eye. We have names of only a few. 

CONSTELLATIONS

The Bible in Isaiah 13:10 also tells us that the stars were formed into constellations. "For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light."

It has been shown from Romans 10:18 which quoted from Psalm 19:4 that Paul was aware of the tremendous story proclaimed by the stars and their constellations
A BIBLICAL CASE HISTORY

In order to illustrate this function we will now examine their use in instructing Abram in Genesis 15 who at that time was needing encouragement regarding the future of his descendants especially as at his advanced age he still had no children. 

In verse 5 God tells Abram to get out of his tent and look upwards towards the stars. "And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be.

A casual reading of this verse would indicate that having counted the first thousand stars Abram would have been convinced that he would have many descendants and retire exhausted but happy to his tent. 
However the Hebrew word used for "tell" and for "number" in this verse is the same in the Hebrew [saphar] which means to enumerate, recount a story or list it in sequence. 

An expanded translation of a portion of this verse would therefore be "Look toward heaven and recount the story in sequence, if you are able to recount the story in sequence, So shall thy seed be." 

Notice also that the word seed is in the singular as it is in Galatians 3:16 which explains "Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed which is Christ." The story in the stars therefore refers to Christ.

MOSES AND THE STARS

It is probable that Moses, who compiled the Torah under divine guidance, was well acquainted with the stars while spending 40 years in the backside of the desert especially if all the star names were known to him.

WHEN WERE THE STARS PLACED IN POSITION AND NAMED?

The stars were placed in position and presumably named by God in Day 4 before the creation of Adam on Day 6, showing clearly that God had an Eternal Plan knowing in intimate details all events and situations in history and into the future. This should give us great confidence!
HAVE THESE NAMES BEEN HANDED DOWN?

There are a number of Biblical examples of the names of the constellations being handed down.

Old Testament

Job 9:9  "Which maketh Arcturus, Orion and Pleiades, and the chambers of the south." 

Job 26:13  "By his spirit he has garnished the heavens; his hand hath formed the crooked serpent."

Job 38:31‑32  "Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion.  Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons?"

It is of interest that the word rendered Mazzaroth in verse 32 actually means the twelve constellations of the zodiac. Examination of the language of the book of Job indicates that it dates from a very ancient time some believing that Job himself was a contemporary of Abraham and Isaac.
New Testament 
Turning to the New Testament in Acts 28:11 we are told:  "And after three months we departed in a ship of Alexandria, which had wintered in the isle, whose sign was Castor and Pollux." 

HOW ABOUT THE MANY LANGUAGES WE HAVE IN THE WORLD?

It is interesting to realize that all twelve constellations in the mazzeroth or zodiac are the same both as to their name and order in all the ancient languages of the world, be they Chinese, Chaldean, Indian, Egyptian, Persian, Roman or Greek.

As an example Virgo is a virgin in Latin, with Parthenos being a virgin in the Greek and Bethulah being the virgin in the Hebrew whilst the major stars in the constellation all have the meaning seed being Spika, Sperma and Zera respectively.

Secular books noting this as an interesting fact do not propose a reason for it.

TOWER OF BABEL

The Bible however in Genesis 11:4‑9 makes it clear that after the ark each nation had a common language and were of one stock prior to the dispersion at the Tower of Babel.  "And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.  And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men had builded.  And the Lord said, Behold the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do.  Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another's speech.  So the Lord scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city.  Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the Lord did there confound the languages of all the earth: and from thence did the Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth."

It is also of note that the summit of the Tower of Babel was capped with a representation of the zodiac, its seven stages representing sun, moon and planets.

We will look at remembrance of the Tower of Babel, Noah’s Flood and Creation later in the book, from traditional stories from many groups around the world as well as the Chinese language.
WHERE TO START?

The mazzaroth is a circle which has no start or finish. Where should one start so as to recount the message of the heavens in order?. 

Associated with ancient mazzaroth are sphinxes. The word sphinx means to bind a secret together. It has the face of a woman and the body of a lion and was always positioned between the virgin and the lion in the mazzeroth. 
The first constellation which we examine is therefore Virgo the virgin with the last being Leo the lion.
It is of interest in the Hebrew mazzaroth the constellation of Bethulah the virgin related to the month of Elul  which was in August to September period as it conforms with the period of the year to which the Bible indicates. 
BIRTH DATE OF CHRIST

1. Traditionally the birth of Jesus is celebrated on December 25 in the west and shortly afterwards in the east. In all there are over 140 dates attributed to that event. It is thought that the exact day is not known as it could cause rivalry between people as to whether they were born on the same day as the Lord Jesus Christ.

2. It is clear that December 25 is not likely to be the date of the birth of Christ for the following reasons:

a) In Luke 2:8 shepherds were abiding in the fields with their sheep at the birth of Jesus. In the northern winter, the shepherds of Israel would keep their sheep in sheep-folds from about October/November until February/March (spring).

b) In Luke 2:1-5 Caesar Augustus issued an edict that all the world should be taxed and that everyone should travel to their city of birth for assessment purposes. It is highly unlikely that an edict of that type would be issued for people to travel in mid-winter as some of the taxation could perish in the snow.

The logical time would be in the northern autumn period of September where all the crops tare in and taxation would be known accurately in a predominantly rural country.

It is also of interest that Caesar Augustus had planned to have this census a number of years before but God sent him a local war to distract him and he rescheduled the census to coincide with the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ.

3. Time in the year of the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ

From Scripture an indication of the day of Christ's birth can be obtained as follows:

a) Zachariah, the husband of Elizabeth (mother of John the Baptist) was a priest in the Temple in Jerusalem (Luke 1:5).

b) He was a Levite of the course of Abijah (Luke 1:5), a course being a priestly division of the Levites.

c) Elizabeth was barren (Luke 1:7).

d) During his time of executing the priestly office in the Temple he is told that his wife will conceive (Luke 1:8-23).

e) Elizabeth conceived soon after he had completed his course's ministrations (Luke 1:23,24).

f) Of the 24 courses descended from Eleazar and Ithamar, Abijah is the eighth (1 Chronicles 24:10). This indicates that they served for half a month each in the Temple.

g) The first month in the Jewish year was Nisan in March/April; the fourth Tammuz in June/July.

h) It could therefore be assumed that Elizabeth became pregnant in July.

i) In the sixth month of Elizabeth's pregnancy the angel appeared to Mary (Luke 1:26-38). He appeared to her in December/January. She conceived at this time as she now went to see Elizabeth (Luke 1:39). Jesus was conceived in December/January.

j) It is therefore likely that Jesus was born in September/October.

CONCLUSION

It is concluded that the virgin birth of the Jesus occurred during the period covered by the constellation of the virgin which would logically conform with Plan.

THE CONSTELLATIONS TO BE STUDIED

Examination of the mazzeroth constellations together with their decans or associated constellations and the names of the stars in their order will clearly and conclusively confirm that the heavens do without a doubt declare the glory of God.

Another interesting feature of the names of the constellations and their associated stars is that they are all totally compatible.

Each constellation ends in the glory of God emphasising in many cases the second coming of Jesus Christ.

CONSTELLATION GROUPINGS

The constellations are in 3 groups of 16. 

Each of the groups conclude with the defeat of Satan:‑

[a] The first group with the Dragon being cast out of heaven

[b] The second group with Cetus the Sea Monster bound

[c] The third group with Hydra the old Serpent destroyed

These groups can also be viewed as follows:‑

[a] Group 1 ‑ The Redeemer at the First Advent

[b] Group 2 ‑ The Redeemed

[c] Group 3 ‑ The Redeemer at the Second Advent 

Group 1 ‑ the Redeemer at the First Advent

Virgo ‑ The Prophecy of the Promised Seed     

Libra ‑ The Work accomplished in Grace

Scorpio  ‑ The Work accomplished in Conflict

Saggitarius ‑ The Fulfilment of the promised victory

Group 2 ‑ The Redeemed

Capricornus ‑ The Prophecy of the Promised Deliverance

Aquarius ‑ Results of the work given in Grace

Pisces  ‑ Results of the work enjoyed in Conflict

Aires ‑ The Fulfilment of the Promised Deliverance

Group 3 ‑ The Redeemer at the Second Advent

Taurus ‑ The Prophecy of the Coming King

Gemini ‑ The Redeemer Reigns in Grace and Glory

Cancer ‑ The Redeemer's possession safe from Conflict

Leo ‑ The Fulfilment of the Promised Triumph

THE ETERNAL PLAN 

We will now examine the 48 constellations and stars in detail, comprising 243 constellation and star names from which it can be confidently claimed that The Heavens Truly Declare that the Glory of God and His Eternal Plan!

They are in 12 groups of 4 so the constellation numbers will be 1.1, 1.2. 1.3, 1.4, 2.1 etc to 12.4 with 1 representing the constellation Virgo and its three decans or associated constellations and 2 Libra viewing the next four constellation with 12 looking at Leo and its three decans.
At the end of each of the 12 constellations and decans consistency of message and current prophetic fulfilment will be tabulated.

DETAILS OF THE 48 CONSTELLATIONS

THE PROMISED SEED OF THE WOMAN - VIRGO ‑ THE VIRGIN

DECANS OF VIRGO

[a] COMA

[b] CENTAURUS

[c] BOOTES

VIRGO - THE VIRGIN

1.1 VIRGO    ‑ Latin  ‑ A Virgin

Other Names

BETHULAH  ‑ Hebrew ‑ A Virgin

SUNBULA   ‑ Arabic ‑ Who Bears

PARTHENOS ‑ Greek  ‑ The Virgin

The Stars           

VIRGO consists of 110 stars of which 1 is of 1st magnitude,6 are of 3rd and 10 of 4th magnitude 

[1.0] Alpha    ‑ Virgo ‑ SPIKA ‑  The Seed

[3.6] Beta      ‑ Virgo ‑ ZAVIJAVAH ‑ The Gloriously Beautiful

[2.8] Gamma  - Virgo – ARICH – Ruler [High Minister of State]

[2.8] Epsilon  ‑  Virgo ‑ VINDEMIATRIX ‑ The Son Who Cometh

[   ]                 - Virgo - TSEMECH or AL AZAL ‑ A Branch

[   ]                 - Virgo - AL MUREDDIN ‑ Who Shall Come and Have Dominion

[   ]                 - Virgo - SUBILAH ‑ Who Carries 

[   ]                 - Virgo - SUBILON ‑ A Spike of Corn 

Description of the Constellation

This constellation is represented as a woman with a branch in the right hand and a sheaf of corn in her left. The branch in the right hand shows that the Lord Jesus Christ will be known as 

"The Branch" which is stated in Jeremiah 23:5‑6  "Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise  unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and  shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.  In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS."

The sheaf of corn in the left hand speaks of the seed of the woman defeating the enemy as given in Genesis 3:15.  "And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and   between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel."

Here we see that Jesus Christ would be bruised by Satan at the cross but the head of the serpent would be crushed predicting that Satan would be completely defeated at that time.

Evaluation of the Star Names  

[a] SPIKA ‑ "the seed" amplifies the sheaf of corn that it is the seed of the woman, that Jesus Christ would be true humanity as well as being the Son of God.

That the offspring would be of a virgin was also confirmed in Isaiah 7:14  "Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel."

This is confirmed with the account of the birth of Christ where this prophecy is said to be fulfilled in Matthew 1:22‑23  "Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was  spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying,  Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us."
[b] ZAVIJAVAH ‑ "the gloriously beautiful" shows another facet of the character of the seed of the woman. As the God ‑ man Jesus Christ is gloriously attractive to those who trust in Him.

The connection between the branch and the gloriously beautiful is also seen in Isaiah 4:2  "In that day shall the branch of the Lord be beautiful and  glorious and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely for  them that are escaped from Israel."

[c] ARICH – Ruler, [in the Chinese High Minister of State], showing that this child is born to rule Isaiah 9:6-7  “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this”.
[c] VINDEMIATRIX ‑ "The Son Who Cometh". Jesus Christ is the Son of God who has come and is to come again. One in thirty verses in the Bible deals with the second coming of Christ so this star's name is particularly pertinent to us today. 

[d] TSEMECH ‑ "The Branch" There are 20 words translated "branch" but the only one used for the Messiah is Tsemech and this is only used 4 times in the Old Testament.

THE BRANCH

There are references to the Lord Jesus Christ as the branch in four ways which conform with the gospels.

MATTHEW is the gospel with the emphasis on Jesus as the descendant of David the King  Isaiah 11:1  "And there shall come forth a rod forth out of the stem of  Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots:

Jeremiah 33:15  "In those days, and at that time, will I cause the Branch of  righteousness to grow up unto David; and he shall execute judgment and righteousness in the land."

Jesus Christ will rule from Jerusalem in the Millennium and will be a totally righteous judge.

MARK is the gospel with emphasis on Jesus as the suffering servant as shown in Zechariah 3:8  "Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows that sit before thee; for they are men wondered at: for, behold, I will bring forth my servant the BRANCH."

LUKE is the gospel with the emphasis of Jesus Christ as the perfect man as portrayed in Zechariah 6:12  "Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name is the BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the Lord:"

JOHN is the gospel with the emphasis of Jesus Christ as the Son of God as given in Isaiah 4:2  "In that day shall the branch of the Lord be beautiful and glorious and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely for them that are escaped from Israel."

[e] SUBILON ‑ "A Spike of Corn"  In Isaiah 17:5  "And it shall be as when the harvest man gathereth the corn, and reapeth the ears with his arm; and it shall be as he that gathereth ears in the valley of Rephaim.

[f] AL MUREDDIN ‑ "Who Shall Come Down" Psalm 72:8 says  "He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth."

[g] SUBILAH - Who Carries Isaiah 46:4 tells us   "And even to your old age I am he; and even to hoar hairs will I carry you: I have made, and I will bear; even I will carry, and will deliver you.'

1.2 COMA ‑ THE DESIRED OR LONGED FOR

The Stars

COMA consists of 43 stars of which ten are 4th magnitude. 

[   ]        Coma ‑
HAZAMENTHON ‑ The Branch

[   ]        Coma ‑
PROMETHEUS  ‑ The Deliverer who Cometh 

Description of the Constellation

Coma is shown as a woman with a child in her arms. How do we connect this with Jesus Christ? 

Firstly by its name which means "The Desired One" as stated in two passages:-

Haggai 2:7  "And I will shake all nations, and the desire of al nations shall come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the Lord of hosts."

Numbers 24:17  "I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, but not nigh: there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all the children of Sheth.

An eighth century Arabian astronomer speaking of Coma said "There arises in the first decan of Virgo as the Persians, Chaldeans and Egyptians teach a young woman whose Persian name denotes a pure virgin sitting on a throne holding an infant boy having a Hebrew name Jehoshua which in the Greek is called Christos.

The ancient Egyptian name for the constellation meant "The Desired Son"

Even Shakespeare in Titus Andronicus Act 4 Scene 3 talks about an arrow being shot up to heaven to the "good boy " in Virgo's lap.

Evaluation of Star Names

[a] HAZAMENTHON ‑ "The Branch" - The importance of this is covered in the section on Virgo above.

[b] PROMETHEUS  ‑ "The Deliverer who Cometh" - In today's constellations Coma is replaced by Bernice's Hair. Bernice was the wife of Ptolemy III of Egypt. 

She cut off her hair and offered it in the temple of Venus when her husband set off on a dangerous expedition in the third century B.C. Her hair was subsequently stolen and to console her the Chief Astronomer Conan told her that her hair had been taken by the gods and placed as a constellation in the heavens. As a result the constellation of Coma disappeared from the star charts.

THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM
It was in all probability that it was in the constellation of Coma that the star of Bethlehem appeared. Thomas Hyde an eminent 17th century orientalist writing on the ancient religion of the Persians quotes from the mediaeval Arab Christian Abuhargus. He states that Zoaraster who had been a pupil of Daniel who had been the ruler of the wise men of Babylon in Daniel 2:48 had told the Maji that when they should see a new star appear it would notify the birth of a new child whom they were to adore. Further it was stated that this star would appear in the constellation of Virgo.

New stars have appeared again and again. That it was a new and very bright star is well supported by ancient Christian writers. One speaks of its surpassing brightness. Another, Ignatius Bishop of Antioch in 69 AD said "At the appearance of the Lord a star shone forth brighter than all the other stars."

There is a beautiful tradition which relates how, in their journey from Jerusalem to find the spot under the zenith of the star the Maji sat down beside David's well at Bethlehem to refresh themselves. There they saw the star reflected in the clear waters of the well. Matthew 2:10 says  "When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy."

1‑3 CENTAURUS ‑ THE DESPISED   

CENTAURUS ‑ Latin ‑ The Despised

Other Names

AL BEZE ‑ Arabic ‑ The Despised 

AZMEATH ‑ Hebrew ‑ The Sin Offering

The Stars

CENTAURUS comprises 35 stars of which 2 are 1st, 1 is 2nd, 6 are of 3rd and 9 of 4th magnitude.

[   ] alpha     ‑ Centaurus ‑ TOLIMAN ‑ The Beginning and the End"

[   ]               -- Centaurus -- CHERION ‑ "The Pierced"

[   ]beta        ‑ Centaurus ‑ AGENA     

Description of the Constellation

This constellation is portrayed as a person with two natures. This person wields a spear in his right hand and has a shield in his left. It is immediately above the southern cross. 

The Arabic name "Al Beze" means despised as shown in Isaiah 53:3  "He was despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not."

The Hebrew name "Azemath" means the sin offering as shown in Isaiah 53:10  "Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.

Evaluation of Star Names

[a] TOLIMAN ‑ "The Beginning and the End" Revelation 1:8 states  "I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty."

[b] CHERION ‑ "The Pierced"  The death of Jesus Christ can be seen in the story of Cherion who was known for his skill in medicine, music, athletics and prophecy. He was supposed to be immortal but he voluntarily agreed to die and wounded by a poisoned arrow, not intended for him, in a conflict with a wild boar, he transferred his immortality to Parthemeos.

A parallel in the scriptures is shown in 2 Corinthians 5:21  "For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him."

1‑4 BOOTES ‑ THE COMING ONE 

BOOTES ‑ Greek ‑ He Cometh         

Other Names

SMAT ‑ Egyptian ‑ One Who Rules

BOOTES comprises 54 stars with 1 of 1st, 6 of 3rd and 11 of 4th magnitude.

The Stars
[‑04] Alpha   ‑ Bootes ‑ ARCTURUS    ‑ "He Cometh"      

[3.5] Beta       ‑ Bootes ‑ NEKKAR      ‑ "The Pierced One" 

[2.4] Epsilon  ‑ Bootes ‑ MIRAC       ‑ "Going forth as an arrow"

[   ] Mu          ‑ Bootes ‑ AL KATUROPS ‑ "Treading Underfoot"

[2.7] Nu         ‑ Bootes ‑ MUPHRIDE    ‑ "Who Separates"            

Description of the Constellation

Bootes is in the form of a warrior with a spear in his right hand and a sickle in the left, the conqueror and judge as portrayed in Psalm 96:13  "For he cometh to judge the earth: he shall judge the world  with righteousness, and the people with his truth.

Evaluation of the Stars Names

[a] ARCTURUS ‑ "He Cometh" ‑ The Lord Jesus Christ will return as the conqueror. It is of note that after redemption the second advent of Christ is the most common theme in the Bible.- Acts 1:11  "Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, so shall come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven."

[b] NEKKAR ‑ Pierced One" He was pierced both in the hands and feet as well as in the side. At the Second Advent it will be clear that the coming judge is the one who was pierced as shown in Zechariah 12:10  "And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn."

[c] MIRAC ‑ "The Guardian" The one who returns is also the guardian of those who are his as a good shepherd - John 10:11  "I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep."

[d] AL KATUROPS ‑ "Treading underfoot" The Second Advent of the Lord  Jesus Christ results in the complete destruction of Satan's kingdom as given in Psalm 110:1  "The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool"

[e] MUPHRIDE ‑ "Who Separates". Jesus Christ separates the believer from the unbeliever which is clearly stated in John 3:36  "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him." 

CONSISTENCY

	NO
	DESCRIPTION
	STAR

	
	1 THE VIRGIN
	

	1
	God’s provision of the Messiah would be born of a virgin thus not descended from Adam
	1-1

	2
	As He is born of a virgin He will is uniquely the Seed of the Woman not the seed of man
	1-1

	3
	God’s provided Messiah will be gloriously beautiful in character, He will be perfect
	1-1

	4
	Messiah born of a virgin will become an omnipotent ruler  Isaiah 9:6,7
	1-1

	5
	The Messiah is called the Son who comes, He is the Son of God who comes to earth
	1-1

	6
	He is called a branch which will reflect His role in the gospels Isaiah “The Kingly Branch” [Matthew], Zechariah “My Servant the Branch” [Mark], Zechariah “The Man who is the Branch” [Luke] Isaiah “The Glorious Branch” covering much of the ministry of the Messiah.
	1-1

	7
	The Messiah is also designated as He who will come down indicating He is from Heaven
	1-1

	8
	The Messiah is said to be the Desired Son 
	1-2

	9
	The Messiah is classified as the Deliverer who comes
	1-2

	10
	It was in this constellation that the Star of Bethlehem appeared to the Magi
	1-2

	11
	The Messiah is seen as the despised one, a feature of Christ in Isaiah 53 
	1-3

	12
	He is also stated to be ‘The Beginning and the End, the eternal one Revelation 1:8 
	1-3

	13
	The Messiah is said to be “The Pierced One” with implications He is pierced for others.
	1-3

	14
	The Messiah is named as the Coming Ruler showing Christ at the Second Advent
	1-4

	15
	He is said to come quickly “Going forth and an Arrow – Behold I come quickly
	1-4

	16
	The conquering Coming Ruler is seen as a victor” Treading Underfoot His enemies
	1-4

	17
	The Messiah is also seen as one “Who Separates” which He does at His Second Coming
	1-4


CURRENT PROPHETIC STATUS

	CONSTELLATION
	FIRST ADVENT
	CURRENT
	SECOND ADVENT
	TOTAL

	1-1
	6
	0
	1
	7

	1-2
	3
	0
	0
	3

	1-3
	3
	0
	0
	3

	1-4
	0
	0
	4
	4

	TOTALS
	12
	0
	5
	17


LIBRA  ‑  THE SCALES

DECANS OF LIBRA

[a] CRUX ‑ The Cross

[b] LUPUS or VICTIMA ‑ The Victim

[c] CORONA ‑ The Crown

2.1  LIBRA     ‑ Latin  ‑ "Scales"

Other Names

MOZANAIM  ‑ Hebrew ‑ "Weighing"

AL ZUBENA ‑ Arabic ‑ "Redemption"

LAMBADIA  ‑ Coptic ‑ "Propitiation"

TULKU     ‑ Akkadian ‑ "Holy Altar"

The Stars

LIBRA comprises 51 stars of which 2 are 2nd, 1 is 3rd and 8 are 4th magnitude.

[2.7] alpha ‑ Libra  ‑ ZUBEN AL GENUBI  ‑ "The Price Which is Deficient"

[2.6] beta  ‑ Libra  ‑ ZUBEN AL CHEMALI ‑ "The Price Which Covers"

[3.3] gamma ‑ Libra  ‑ ZUBEN AL AKRAB   ‑ "The Price of the Conflict"

[   ]              -- Libra  ‑ AL GUBI          ‑ "High or Heaped Up"

Description of the Constellation

The constellation is represented by a set of scales which is the only inanimate constellation in the Mazzaroth. Using the Akkadian name of the Holy Altar the weighings in the scales gets emphasis and clarification. The whole constellation speaks of sacrifice and payment for sin.

Evaluation of Star Names

[a] Zuben al Genubi ‑ "the price which is deficient". This star shows that man is unable to meet the perfect standards required for a relationship with God. All sins are committed against the absolute standards of God so the penalty is infinite. 

No man by his own works can pay the price for even one soul as shown in the following verses

Psalm 49:7  "None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him"

Psalm 62.9  " Surely men of low degree are vanity, and men of high degree are a lie: to be laid in the balance, they are altogether lighter than vanity."
Romans 3:21  "All have sinned and come short of the glory of God"

[b] Zuben al Chemali ‑ " the price which covers"‑ however Jesus Christ the Son of God is able to redeem all mankind by His death as indicated in 

2 Corinthians 5:21  "For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.
Revelation 5:9  "And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;"

[c] Zuben al Akrab ‑ "the price of the conflict" ‑ was tremendous as it involved God giving His only son that whoever believes in Him may not perish but have everlasting life. This star is close to Victima the victim slain.

[d] Al Gubi ‑ " high or heaped up" ‑ the price of redemption was incalculable as abrogation of an absolute law invokes an infinite penalty.

2.2  CRUX ‑ Latin ‑ The Cross.

Other Names

ADOM ‑ Hebrew ‑ Cutting Off as shown in Daniel 9:24-27  "Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.   Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.  And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.  And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

The Stars

CRUX comprises 6 stars of which 1 is 1st, 2 are 2nd, 1 is 3rd and 1 is 4th magnitude.

[   ] alpha   ‑ Crux [feet]

[   ] beta    ‑ Crux [left cross]

[   ] gamma   ‑ Crux [top of cross]

[   ] delta   ‑ Crux [right cross]

[   ] epsilon ‑ Crux [wound in side]

Description of the Constellation 

The constellation consists of a cross. The Southern Cross was just visible in the latitude of Jerusalem at the time of the first advent. Since the true sacrifice this constellation gradually drifted to the south being held only in tradition and was not rediscovered until the 16th century.

In the Egyptian constellation the picture is of a thirsting lion with its tongue hanging out as potrayed in Psalm 22:13‑18 “ They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion. I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels.  My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hast brought me into the dust of death.  For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have inclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet.  I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me.  They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture.

2.3  LUPUS or VICTIMA ‑ Latin ‑ The Victim

Other Names

ASEDA ‑ Hebrew ‑ To be Slain

THERA ‑ Greek ‑ A Beast    

ASEDATON ‑ Arabic ‑ To be Slain  

The Stars                      

VICTIMA comprises 22 stars of which 4 are 4th magnitude

[2.3] alpha   ‑ Victima [right near foot]

[2.7] beta    ‑ Victima [right front armpit]

[2.8] gamma   ‑ Victima [right front shoulder/neck]

[3.2] delta   ‑ Victima [right front shoulder]

Description of the Constellation    

This constellation is shown as an animal falling down dead. Jesus Christ was a willing victim who suffered death for us of His own free will. This is a common picture of the Lord Jesus Christ. Scriptures which describe this include:- 

John 10:15‑18 -  As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep.  And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.  Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.  No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father.

Hebrews 9:11,26 -  But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building;  For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.

Isaiah 53:7 -  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.

Philippians 2:5‑8  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

In the Dendarah zodiac it is pictured as a little child with its finger to its lips. He is called Sura "a lamb"

2.4  CORONA ‑ Latin ‑ Crown

Other Names

ATARAH ‑ Hebrew ‑ A Kingly Crown             

AL ICLIL ‑ Arabic ‑ Jewel, An Ornament. 

The Stars

CORONA comprises 21 stars of which 1 is 2nd and 6 of 4th magnitude

[2.2] alpha ‑ Corona ‑ AL PHECCA ‑ the shining

[3.7] beta  ‑ Corona [in band]

[3.8] gamma ‑ Corona [in band]

Description of the Constellation

Corona is in the form of a royal crown indicated in Philippians 2:9,10  Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:  That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;

The crown follows the Cross as shown in Hebrews 2:9.  But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.

In the constellations the serpent is trying to obtain the crown which represents Satan's attempt to thwart the plan of God. He was unsuccessful. 

Satan in his temptation of the Lord attempted to make Jesus Christ take the crown before the cross as described in Matthew 4:8-10  “Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them;  And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.  Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.

Evaluation of Star Names
[a] Al Phecca means the shining showing the crown which rightfully belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ is of great value.

CONSISTENCY

	NO
	DESCRIPTION
	STAR

	
	2 THE SCALES
	

	18
	The Weighing which indicates evaluation of our production by God
	2-1

	19
	Related names indicated “Redemption” “Propitiation” and “Holy Altar”
	2-1

	20
	“Price that is Deficient” clearly indicates all have sinned and come short of the glory of God
	2-1

	21
	“Price that Covers” indicates that the payment is possible. The Messiah said “Paid in Full”
	2-1

	22
	“The Price of the Conflict” indicates that obtaining salvation would involve great conflict
	2-1

	23
	“High or heaped up” shows the infinite penalty paid for at redemption
	2-1

	24
	The Cross or the Cutting Off shows that the Messiah will die for others Daniel 9:26
	2-2

	25
	The five stars prominent in this decan portray the five wounds of the Messiah when crucified
	2-2

	26
	The Messiah to be slain is seen here and also known a lamb Behold the Lamb of God
	2-3

	27
	The Messiah would have a kingly crown which Biblically follows the cross of 2-2 and 2-3
	2-4


CURRENT PROPHETIC STATUS

	CONSTELLATION
	FIRST ADVENT
	CURRENT
	SECOND ADVENT
	TOTAL

	2-1
	6
	0
	0
	6

	2-2
	2
	0
	0
	2

	2-3
	1
	0
	0
	1

	2-4
	0
	0
	1
	1

	TOTALS
	9
	0
	1
	10


SCORPIO  THE   SCORPION

DECANS OF SCORPIO

[a] SERPENS

[b] OPHIUCHUS

[c] HERCULES 

3.1  SCORPIO ‑ Latin  ‑ The Scorpion

Other Names

AKRAB   ‑ Hebrew ‑ The Conflict or War

ISIDIS  ‑ Coptic ‑ Attack of the Enemy 

AL AKRAB ‑ Arabic ‑ Wounding him that cometh

The Stars

SCORPIO comprises 44 stars of which 1 is 1st, 1 is 2nd, 11 are 3rd and 8 are 4th magnitude

[1.0] alpha ‑ Scorpio ‑ ANTARES ‑ The Wounding [red super giant]

[2.7] beta  ‑ Scorpio ‑ LESATH ‑ Perverse

[1.6] gamma ‑ Scorpio ‑ SHAULA ‑ Sting

Description of the Constellation

This constellation is in the form of a giant scorpion attempting to sting the heel of the mighty man Orphiuchus who is struggling with the Serpent. The mighty man however is stepping on the Scorpion's heart. The satanic attack on the line of Christ continued down through history until Christ was glorified. The attack is now on active believers. Its very name speaks of conflict, war and strife.

Evaluation of Star Names

[a] ANTARES ‑ glows with a deep red light and means the wounding 

[b] LESATH ‑ the perverse one tries to bruise the heel of the strong man with the sting in its tail whilst 

[c] SHAULA is the sting.

3.2  SERPENS ‑ Latin ‑ The Serpent

and

3.3  OPHIUCHUS       ‑ The Serpent Holder
Other Names

AFEICHUS ‑ Greek ‑ The Serpent Held

ALYAH ‑ Hebrew ‑ The Accursed

SERPENTARIUS ‑ Latin ‑ The Serpent Holder 

The Stars

SERPENS and OPHIUCHUS which are intertwined comprise 134  stars of which 2 are 2nd, 14 are 3rd and 13 are 4th magnitude.

[2.6] alpha   ‑ Serpens ‑ UNUK ‑ Encompassing

[3.7] beta    ‑ Serpens ‑ CHELEB ‑ The Serpent Enfolding

[2.1] alpha   ‑ Ophiuchus ‑ RAS AL HAGUS ‑ The Head of Him who Holds

[2.6] beta    ‑ Ophiuchus ‑ TRIOPHAS ‑ Treading Under Foot

[3.3] theta   ‑ Ophiuchus ‑ SAIPH ‑Bruised

[   ]                                      CARNEBUS ‑The Wounding

[   ]                                      MEGEROS ‑ Contending

Description of the Constellation
Serpens the Serpent is seen struggling vainly in the powerful grasp of the man named Ophiuchus. He is seizing the serpent and treading on the scorpion at his very heart shown by the star Antares or Cor Scorpio. The Scorpion is wounding Orphiuchus in the heel whist Serpens is trying to seize Corona the Crown.

The Serpent in the form of Satan robbed Adam of the crown of dominion. Christ however will have the crown as he had won the victory over Satan and is now at the right hand of the Father as shown in Psalm 110:4.  "My Lord said to My Lord sit thou at my right hand until I make thine enemies thy footstool.

The concept of man ruling the world without God is shown as Satanic. Satan however was totally defeated at the cross. Who is he who restrains? It is the Holy Spirit who restrains and the final world dictator is not able to be revealed until the Holy Spirit is taken away as stated in 2 Thessalonians 2:3-12.  “Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;  Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.  Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things?  And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time.  For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.  And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:  Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,  And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.  And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:  That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

Star Names 

[a] UNUK ‑ encompassing ‑ Satan attempts to ensnare mankind with his wiles  The rest of the star names indicate a tremendous conflict who the serpent attempting to seize the crown of dominion as seen in Isaiah 14:12-15  “How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!  For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.  Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.

3.4  HERCULES ‑ Greek ‑ Strong One

Other Names

AL GISCLAE ‑ Arabic ‑ The Strong One

BAU ‑ Egyptian ‑ He Who Comes

The Stars

HERCULES comprises 113 stars of which 7 are 3rd and 17 are 4th magnitude 

[3.0] alpha   ‑ Hercules ‑ RAS AL GETHI ‑ The Head of Him who Bruises

[2.8] beta    ‑ Hercules ‑ KORNEPHORUS ‑ The Branch Kneeling

[   ] kappa   ‑ Hercules ‑ MARSIC ‑ The Wounding

[   ] lambda  ‑ Hercules ‑ MA'ASYN ‑ The Sin Offering

[   ] omega   ‑ Hercules ‑ CAIAM ‑ Punishing 

Description of the Constellation

Hercules is a mighty man bending on one knee with his right heel lifted as if it has been wounded while his left foot is over the head of the great dragon. In his left hand is a great club whilst in his right is a triple headed monster. 

Hercules is said to have died from the venom of the Hydra and remained in the stomach of the sea monster 3 days and 3 nights. Here is the return of Christ where he defeats again the false trinity and comes back to reign as King of Kings at the end of the satanic attempt to rule the world. Revelation 19 :11-20  “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.  His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself.  And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.  And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.  And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.  And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.  And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God;  That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great.  And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army.  And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.”

CONSISTENCY

	NO
	DESCRIPTION
	STAR

	
	
	

	
	3 THE SCORPION
	

	28
	Also known as “Wounding Him that comes” [Hebrew]  and Attack of the Enemy [Coptic]
	3-1

	29
	A super red giant star is called “The Wounding” in Genesis 3:15 he wounds the heel
	3-1

	30
	The attacker who is Satan is recognized as “The Perverse” as he is against God’s Plan 
	3-1

	31
	The attacker who is Satan is recognized as “The Sting” – O death where is thy sting?
	3-1

	32
	The attacker is also recognized as “The Serpent” as per Genesis 3 and Revelation 12:9 
	3-2

	33
	Satan as the serpent is seen as encompassing or organizing an attack
	3-2

	34
	Satan as the serpent is also said to be enfolding struggling with the Serpent restrainer
	3-2

	35
	Satan is also shown to be the “Accursed “ in his rebellion against God
	3-2

	36
	There is however a “Serpent Holder” who restrains the Serpent 2 Thessalonians 2:7
	3-3

	37
	There is a focus on the “Head of Him who Holds” the Serpent 
	3-3

	38
	The Serpent Holder is stated to be “Treading the Enemy Underfoot” Genesis 3:15
	3-3

	39
	The Serpent Holder is said to be contending with the Serpent indicating Satanic Attack
	3.3

	40
	The Serpent Holder is also said to be bruised again referring to Genesis 3:15
	3.3


CURRENT PROPHETIC STATUS

	CONSTELLATION
	FIRST ADVENT
	CURRENT
	SECOND ADVENT
	TOTAL

	3-1
	4
	0
	0
	4

	3-2
	2
	2
	0
	4

	3-3
	1
	4
	0
	5

	3-4
	4
	0
	0
	4

	TOTALS
	11
	6
	0
	17


SAGITTARIUS THE ARCHER

DECANS OF SAGITTARIUS

[a] LYRA

[b] ARA

[c] DRACO

4.1  SAGITTARIUS ‑ Latin ‑ Who Sends Forth the Arrow.

Other Names

NUNKI ‑  Egypt ‑ Prince of the Earth

KESITH‑  Hebrew ‑ The Archer   [Gen 21:20]

AL KANS ‑ Arabic ‑ The Archer

TOXTES ‑ Greek ‑ The Archer

The archer is shown in Genesis 21:20  And God was with the lad; and he grew, and dwelt in the wilderness, and became an archer.

The Stars

SAGITTARIUS comprises 69 stars of which 5 are 3rd and 9 are 4th magnitude

[   ] alpha   ‑ Saggitarius ‑ RUCHBA‑AL‑REMI ‑ The Riding of the Bowman

[   ]                Saggitarius -- AL NAIM ‑ The Gracious One 

[   ]                Saggitarius -- AL SHAULA ‑ The Dart

[   ]                Saggitarius -- AL WARIDA ‑ Who Comes Forth

[   ]                Saggitarius -- NE HUSHTA ‑ Going Forth 

Description of the Constellation


Saggitarius is a bowman with an arrow ready to fire. The arrow is pointing towards Scorpio the Scorpion. Here we see the Coming One attacking the enemy as illustrated in Psalm 64:7‑10  But God shall shoot at them with an arrow; suddenly shall they be wounded.  So they shall make their own tongue to fall upon themselves: all that see them shall flee away.  And all men shall fear, and shall declare the work of God; for they shall wisely consider of his doing.  The righteous shall be glad in the LORD, and shall trust in him; and all the upright in heart shall glory.

Evaluation of Star Names

NAIN ‑ the gracious one is exactly what is said of Christ in Psalm45:2  “Thou art fairer than the children of men: grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever.

In other star names it is clear that the bowman is attacking the enemy indicating that it is Christ returning at the Second Advent.

4.2  LYRA ‑ Latin ‑ The Lyre or Harp

The Stars

LYRA comprises stars of which 1 is of 1st magnitude      

[0.0] alpha   ‑ Lyra ‑ VEGA ‑ He Shall be Exalted  

[4.0] beta    ‑ Lyra ‑ SHELYUK ‑ An Eagle

[3.3] gamma   ‑ Lyra ‑ SULAPHAT ‑ Springing Up or Ascending

Description of the Constellation

Lyra is a combination of an eagle ascending and a harp as portrayed in Revelation 5:13,14  “And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.  And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever.

The praise of the conqueror is illustrated by Exodus 15:1  “Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the LORD, and spake, saying, I will sing unto the LORD, for he hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea.

Evaluation of Star Names
One of the brightest stars in the universe is VEGA which means He shall be exalted. This is a triumphant scene with great music and soaring praise for Him who shall be exalted.

4.3  ARA ‑ Latin ‑ The Burning Pyre

Other Names

AL MUGAMRA ‑ Arabic ‑ The Completing, Finishing as shown in Isaiah 63:4,5   For the day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is come.  And I looked, and there was none to help; and I wondered that there was none to uphold: therefore mine own arm brought salvation unto me; and my fury, it upheld me.

The Stars

ARA comprises 9 stars of which 3 are of 3rd and 4 of 4th magnitude

[2.9] alpha   ‑ Ara ‑ [bottom of altar central]

[2.8] beta    ‑ Ara ‑ [top of altar central]

[3.9] neta    ‑ Ara ‑ [ flames upper left]

Description of the Constellation
The altar is overturned with the flames pointing down to lower regions called Tartarus or the abyss [Psalm 21:9. ”Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in the time of thine anger: the LORD shall swallow them up in his wrath, and the fire shall devour them.

Ara is south of the Scorpion's tail to the completion of all judgment in the lake of fire. This is the last judgment of the enemy.
4.4  DRACO ‑ Latin ‑ Dragon

Revelation 12 :3-10  “And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.  And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born.  And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.  And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days.  And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels,  And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.  And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.  And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.

Other Names

DRAKON ‑ Greek ‑ The Trodden On as described in Psalm 74:12‑14  “For God is my King of old, working salvation in the midst of the earth.  Thou didst divide the sea by thy strength: thou brakest the heads of the dragons in the waters. Thou brakest the heads of leviathan in pieces, and gavest him to be meat to the people inhabiting the wilderness.

HER‑FENT ‑ Egypt ‑ The Serpent Accursed         

DAHRACH ‑ Hebrew ‑ To Tread

The Stars

DRACO comprises 80 stars of which 4 are 2nd, 7 are 3rd and 10 are 4th magnitude

[3.6] alpha     ‑ Draco ‑ THUBAN ‑ The Subtle 

[2.8] beta       ‑ Draco ‑ RASTABIM ‑ The Head of the Serpent

[2.2] gamma   ‑ Draco ‑ ETHANIM ‑ The Long Serpent

[   ]                 -- Draco -- GIANSAR ‑ The Punished Enemy

[   ]                 -- Draco -- EL ATHIK ‑ The Fraudful

[   ]                 -- Draco -- EL ASIEH ‑ The Bowed Down

Description of the Constellation

The picture of this constellation is the Dragon cast down. It is of interest that while dragons are mythical there are traditions of such animals in many nations. The serpent represents Satan as a deceiver whilst the dragon represents him as a destroyer.

Evaluation of Star Names

THUBAN ‑ was the pole star 4620 years ago. It was and still is important in guiding and navigation.

 It is of interest yet again that there is complete compatibility in the star names.

CONSISTENCY

	NO
	DESCRIPTION
	STAR

	
	
	

	
	4 THE ARCHER
	

	45
	To clarify who “He who sends forth the Arrow” is He is also called the ”Prince of the Earth”
	4-1

	46
	The Bowman is also called “The Gracious One” referring to the Messiah 
	4-1

	47
	He is returning quickly as shown in “The Riding of the Bowman” attacking the enemy 
	4-1

	48
	The Lord Jesus Christ comes as shown by two stars “Who Comes Forth” and “Going Forth”
	4-1

	49
	The Lord Jesus Christ ”Will be Exalted’ forever as portrayed in Revelation 5:13,14
	4-2

	50
	He is seen as “Springing Up or Ascending”. He ascended having conquered sin
	4-2

	51
	The Lord is also pictured as a soaring “Eagle” above the earth
	4-2

	52
	“The Completing or Finishing” shows the finality of the total victory of the Messiah over all.
	4-3

	53
	“The Burning Pyre” is overturned with the flames pointing towards Tartarus
	4-3

	54
	The enemy Satan is again portrayed as “The Dragon” Revelation 12:3-10
	4-4

	55
	The enemy Satan is portrayed as “The Subtle” 
	4-4

	56
	The enemy Satan is portrayed as “The Long Serpent”
	4-4

	57
	The enemy Satan is portrayed as “The punished Enemy” 
	4-4

	58
	The enemy Satan is portrayed as “The Fraudful”
	4-4

	59
	The enemy Satan is portrayed as “The Bowed Down”
	4-4

	60
	The other star name in this constellation is “The Head of the Serpent”
	4-4

	
	
	


CURRENT PROPHETIC STATUS

	CONSTELLATION
	FIRST ADVENT
	CURRENT
	SECOND ADVENT
	TOTAL

	4-1
	0
	0
	4
	4

	4-2
	0
	0
	3
	3

	4-3
	2
	0
	0
	2

	4-4
	0
	4
	3
	7

	TOTALS
	2
	4
	10
	16


CAPRICORNUS  THE  GOAT

DECANS OF CAPRICORNUS

[a] SAGGITA

[b] AQUILLA

[c] DELPHINUS 

5.1  CAPRICORNUS ‑ Latin ‑ The Goat

Other Names

HUPENIUS ‑ Egyptian ‑ The Place of Sacrifice

GEDI ‑ Hebrew ‑ The Kid Cut Off

AL GEDI ‑ Arabic ‑ The Kid Cut Off

The Stars

CAPRICORNUS comprises 51 stars of which 3 are 3rd and 3 are 4th magnitude.

[3.6] alpha ‑ Capricornus ‑ AL GEDI ‑ The Kid Cut Off

[3.1] beta  ‑ Capricornus ‑ DENEB AL GEDI ‑ The Sacrifice Comes

[3.7] gamma ‑ Capricornus ‑ [near tail]

[2.9] delta ‑ Capricornus ‑ DENEB ‑ The Sacrifice

[   ]            -- Capricornus -- AL DABIK ‑ The Sacrifice Slain

[   ]            -- Capricornus -- MA'ASAD ‑ The Slaying

[   ]            -- Capricornus -- SA'AD AL NASCHIRA ‑ Record of the Cutting Off

Description of the Constellation

Capricornus is shown as a Goat with a fish's tail. The Goat is bowing its head as if falling down in death. The right leg is folded under the body and seems to be unable to rise on the left. The names of this constellation clearly indicates that it is a sacrificial goat and this is further amplified by the name of the stars.

Evaluation of Star Names

[a] Deneb al Gedi ‑ the sacrifice comes as described in the following passages

Leviticus 10:16,17   “And Moses diligently sought the goat of the sin offering, and, behold, it was burnt: and he was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, the sons of Aaron which were left alive, saying,  Wherefore have ye not eaten the sin offering in the holy place, seeing it is most holy, and God hath given it you to bear the iniquity of the congregation, to make atonement for them before the LORD?

Isaiah 53:12  Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

5.2  SAGGITA ‑ Latin ‑ Arrow

Other Names

SCHAM ‑ Hebrew ‑ Destroying as indicated in 
Psalm 38:2  For thine arrows stick fast in me, and thy hand presseth me sore.

Job 6:4  For the arrows of the Almighty are within me, the poison whereof drinketh up my spirit: the terrors of God do set themselves in array against me.

The Stars

SAGGITA comprises 18 stars of which 4 are 4th magnitude.

Description of the Constellation

This constellation represents an arrow which is sent by God. This arrow is for the son of God as seen in Isaiah 53:4,5: Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.

5.3  AQUILA ‑ Latin ‑ Eagle
Other Names

TARARED ‑ Hebrew ‑ Wounded as in Psalm 18:10  And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly: yea, he did fly upon the wings of the wind.

The Stars

AQUILA comprises 74 stars of which  1 is of 1st magnitude +?

[0.8] alpha   Aquila ‑ AL TAIR ‑ The Wounding

[3.7] beta    Aquila ‑ AL SLAIN ‑ The Bright Scarlet 

[2.7] gamma   Aquila ‑ TARARED ‑ Wounded or Torn

[3.4] delta   Aquila ‑ AL CAIR ‑ Piercing

[4.2] epsilon Aquila ‑ AL OKAL ‑ Wounded in the Heel

Description of the Constellation

Aquilla is shown as a wounded eagle gasping in it's dying struggle as in Zechariah 13:6  And one shall say unto him, What are these wounds in thine hands? Then he shall answer, Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends.

Evaluation of Star Names
All the star names indicate sacrifice with the death being one of piercing, bloody and violent. Here in the dying eagle we see the Son of God suffering death in a violent manner.

5.4  DELPHINUS ‑ Latin ‑ The Dolphin

Other Names

DALAPH  ‑ Hebrew ‑ Pouring Out the Water

SCALOOIN ‑ Arabic ‑ Swift

ROTANEU ‑ Chaldean ‑ Swiftly Running

The Stars

DELPHINUS comprises 18 stars of which 5 are 3rd magnitude

[3.8] alpha   ‑ Delphinus ‑ SVALOCIN ‑ Lively

[3.5] beta    ‑ Delphinus ‑ ROTANER ‑ Swiftly Running

Description of the Constellation

Delphinus the Dolphin is leaping up with vibrant life out of the sea. This shows that Christ not only died for the sins of the world but he rose again into eternal life as in Romans 4:24-25  “But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead;  Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.

CONSISTENCY

	NO
	DESCRIPTION
	STAR

	
	
	

	
	5 THE GOAT
	

	61
	Known as “The Place of Sacrifice” the goat was an alternative sacrifice Leviticus 10:16,17
	5-1

	62
	The concept of sacrifice is given in “The Kid Cut Off” 
	5-1

	63
	The concept of sacrifice is given in “The Sacrifice Comes”
	5-1

	64
	The concept of sacrifice is given in “The Sacrifice”
	5-1

	65
	The concept of sacrifice is given in “The Sacrifice Slain” Isaiah 53:12
	5-1

	66
	The concept of sacrifice is given in “The Slaying” 
	5-1

	67
	The concept of sacrifice is given in “Record of the Cutting Off” as per Daniel 9:26
	5-1

	68
	The sacrifice is also highlighted in the name ”Destroying” Isaiah 53:4-5 
	5-2

	69
	The punishment of the sacrifice is given in “The Wounding”
	5-3

	70
	The punishment of the sacrifice is given in “The Bright Scarlet”
	5-3

	71
	The punishment of the sacrifice is given in “Wounded or Torn”
	5-3

	72
	The punishment of the sacrifice is given in “Piercing”
	5-3

	73
	The punishment of the sacrifice is given in “Wounded in the Heel” Genesis 3:15
	5-3

	74
	The conquering of death and the resurrection is shown in “Swift”
	5-4

	75
	The conquering of death and the resurrection is shown in “Lively”
	5-4

	76
	The conquering of death and the resurrection is shown in “Swiftly Running”
	5-4

	
	
	


CURRENT PROPHETIC STATUS

	CONSTELLATION
	FIRST ADVENT
	CURRENT
	SECOND ADVENT
	TOTAL

	5-1
	7
	0
	0
	7

	5-2
	1
	0
	0
	1

	5-3
	5
	0
	0
	5

	5-4
	3
	0
	0
	3

	TOTALS
	16
	0
	0
	16


AQUARIUS - THE WATER CARRIER

DECANS OF AQUARIUS

[a] PISCES AUSTRALIS

[b] PEGASUS

[c] CYGNUS

6-1 AQUARIUS – 

Ezekiel 36:26‑28  A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.  And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God.

Other Names

HUPEI TIRION ‑ Egypt ‑the place of him poured forth

DELI ‑ Hebrew ‑ the water buckets as in 

Numbers 24:5-7   “How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O Israel!  As the valleys are they spread forth, as gardens by the river's side, as the trees of lign aloes which the LORD hath planted, and as cedar trees beside the waters.  He shall pour the water out of his buckets, and his seed shall be in many waters, and his king shall be higher than Agag, and his kingdom shall be exalted.

Isaiah 32:1,2  Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment.  And a man shall be as an hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land.

DELU ‑ Arabic ‑ the water buckets as in John 4:12-14  Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle?  Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again:  But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.

The Stars 

AQUARIUS comprises 108 stars of which 4 are 3rd magnitude

[3.0] alpha ‑ Aquarius ‑ SA'AD AL MELIK ‑ the record of the pouring

[2.9] beta  ‑ Aquarius ‑ SAAD AL SUND ‑ the pourer out

[3.3] delta ‑ Aquarius ‑ SCHEAT ‑ who goes and returns

[   ] gamma ‑ Aquarius ‑ MEON ‑ an urn 

Description of the Constellation

A person pouring water continuously to support the life of the fish. Here Christ can be seen pouring out His blessings in abundant supply as in Malachi 3:10-12  Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.  And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.  And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the LORD of hosts.

6.2  PISCES AUSTRALIS

Other Names

AAR ‑ Egyptian ‑ the stream

The Stars 

PISCES AUSTRALIS comprises 23 stars of which 1 is 1st  magnitude

[1.2] alpha   ‑ Pisces Australis ‑ FOM AL HAUT ‑ the mouth of the fish

Description of the Constellation

A fish in a continuous stream of water showing that the blessings of the Lord will flow to regenerate man.

6.3  PEGASUS

Other Names

MARKAB  ‑ Hebrew ‑ Coming Quickly

The Stars

PEGASUS comprises 89 stars of which 1 is 1st, 2 are 2nd, 3 are 3rd and 9 are 4th magnitude.

[2.5] alpha ‑ Pegasus ‑ MARKAB ‑ returning from afar

[   ] beta  ‑ Pegasus ‑ SCHEAT ‑ who goes and returns

[2.8] gamma ‑ Pegasus ‑ AL GENIB ‑ who carries

[2.4] eta   ‑ Pegasus ‑ ENIF ‑ the water

[3.4] neta  ‑ Pegasus ‑ MATAR ‑ who causes to overflow

Description of the Constellation
This shows the speeding horse which indicates the speed with which the Lord will appear coming with His saints in the air as described in Revelation 19:11-16.  And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.  His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself.  And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.  And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.  And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.  And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.

6.4  CYGNUS

Other Names

AZEL ‑ Hebrew ‑ Who Goes and Returns

TES‑ARK ‑ Egyptian ‑ This From Afar

The Stars

CYGNUS comprises 81 stars of which 1 is 1st, 6 are 3rd and 12 are 4th magnitude.

[1.2] ‑ alpha   ‑ Cygnus ‑ DENEB ‑ the judge

[3.1] ‑ beta    ‑ Cygnus ‑ AL BIREO ‑ flying quickly

[2.2] ‑ gamma   ‑ Cygnus ‑ SADR ‑ who returns as in a circle

[   ] ‑ pi 1    ‑ Cygnus ‑ AZEL ‑ who goes and returns quickly

[   ] ‑ pi 2    ‑ Cygnus ‑ FAFAGE ‑ gloriously shining forth

[2.5] ‑ epsilon ‑ Cygnus ‑ ADIGE ‑ flying swiftly

Description of the Constellation

This constellation contains variable stars, five double and one quadruple star. This bird is flying swiftly in mid air and again indicates the return of the Lord..

Evaluation of Star Names

It is of significance that the one who is coming back is doing so as a judge a shown in the name of the brightest star in the constellation Deneb. When the Lord Jesus Christ came the first time he came as Saviour, when he returns he will be as Judge. This is clearly seen in the Great White Judgment of Revelation 20:11-15  “And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.  And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

CONSISTENCY

	NO
	DESCRIPTION
	STAR

	
	
	

	
	6 THE WATER BUCKETS
	

	77
	The pouring of the water not only refers to blessing but also provision of the Spirit 
	6-1

	78
	This provision and blessing is seen in “the place of him poured forth”
	6-1

	79
	This provision and blessing is seen in “the water buckets”
	6-1

	80
	This provision and blessing is seen in “the record of the pouring”
	6-1

	81
	This provision and blessing is seen in “who goes and returns”
	6-1

	82
	This provision and blessing is seen in “the pourer out” the provision is from the Lord
	6-1

	83
	This provision and blessing is seen in “The Stream”
	6-2

	84
	That the Lord is going to come quickly at the appointed time is seen in “Coming Quickly”
	6-3

	85
	That the Lord is going to come quickly at the appointed time is seen in “Returning from Afar”
	6-3

	86
	That the Lord is going to come quickly at the appointed time is seen in “Goes and Returns”
	6-3

	87
	That the Lord is going to provide “He who carries”
	6-3

	88
	That the Lord is going to provide “The Water”
	6-3

	89
	That the Lord is going to provide “Who causes to Overflow”
	6-3

	90
	The purpose of the return will be to judge and reign show in “The Judge” Revelation 20:11-15
	6-4

	91
	He will be bathed in glory on His return “Gloriously Shining Forth”
	6-4

	92
	His return will not be delayed once the time is right as shown in “ Flying Quickly”
	6-4

	93
	His return will not be delayed once the time is right as shown in “ Who returns in a circle”
	6-4

	94
	His return will not be delayed once the time is right “Who goes and returns quickly”
	6-4

	95
	His return will not be delayed once the time is right as shown in “ Flying Swiftly”
	6-4

	
	
	


CURRENT PROPHETIC STATUS

	CONSTELLATION
	FIRST ADVENT
	CURRENT
	SECOND ADVENT
	TOTAL

	6-1
	0
	6
	0
	6

	6-2
	0
	1
	0
	1

	6-3
	0
	3
	3
	6

	6-4
	0
	0
	6
	6

	TOTALS
	0
	10
	9
	19


PISCES THE FISH

DECANS OF PISCES                       

[a] THE BAND

[b] ANDROMEDA

[c] CEPHUS

7.1  PISCES           

Other Names

DAGIM ‑ Hebrew ‑ the fishes as in Genesis 49:22-26  “Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well; whose branches run over the wall:  The archers have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him:  But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob; (from thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel:)  Even by the God of thy father, who shall help thee; and by the Almighty, who shall bless thee with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lieth under, blessings of the breasts, and of the womb:  The blessings of thy father have prevailed above the blessings of my progenitors unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills: they shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him that was separate from his brethren.

PI‑COT HORI ‑ Egyptian ‑ fishes of him who comes 

NUNO ‑ Syriac ‑ the fish with extended life

The Stars

PISCES comprises 113 stars of which 1 is of 3rd magnitude and 5 are of 4th magnitude.

[3.8] alpha   ‑ Pisces ‑ OKDA ‑ the united

[3.7] beta    ‑ Pisces ‑ AL SAMACA ‑ the upheld as in Isaiah 41:8‑10  But thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham my friend.  Thou whom I have taken from the ends of the earth, and called thee from the chief men thereof, and said unto thee, Thou art my servant; I have chosen thee, and not cast thee away.  Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.

Description of the Constellation

Two fish that are bound together by the Band. One fish has its head pointing northwards whilst the other is swimming on the ecliptic.

ABARBANEL, a Jewish commentator writing on Daniel affirms that the sign of Pisces always refers to the people of Israel. This talks about the multiplicity of the blessings on believers and the large numbers of believers which are not the Church as in Ezekiel 47:9.  And it shall come to pass, that every thing that liveth, which moveth, whithersoever the rivers shall come, shall live: and there shall be a very great multitude of fish, because these waters shall come thither: for they shall be healed; and every thing shall live whither the river cometh.

The fish heading upwards talks about the heavenly calling as in Hebrews 11:10‑16, whilst others will be subject to the earthly blessings during the reign of Christ on the earth whilst the church is in one body, the body of Christ forever.

Hebrews 11:10-16  For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.  Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised.  Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable.  These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.  For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country.  And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned.  But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.

7.2  THE BAND 

Other Names

U‑OR ‑ Egyptian ‑ He comes  

AL RISHA ‑ Arabic ‑ the band as in Hosea 11:4  I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love: and I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I laid meat unto them.

Description of the Constellation

The band that unites the two fish. Israel is now bound, the enemy still oppresses but deliverance is sure. The fishes are bound to the neck of Cetus the sea monster, the woman Andromeda is chained but the deliverer Cepheus is coming quickly.

7.3  ANDROMEDA ‑ THE CHAINED WOMAN 

Other Names

SIRRA ‑ the chained

The Stars

ANDROMEDA comprises 63 stars of which 3 are 2nd, 2 are 3rd and 12 are 4th magnitude. 

[2.1] alpha ‑ Andromeda ‑ AL PHIRATZ ‑ the broken down

[2.1] beta  ‑ Andromeda ‑ MIRACH ‑the weak

[2.1] gamma ‑ Andromeda ‑ AL M0ACH ‑ struck down

[3.3] delta ‑ Andromeda ‑ ADHIL ‑ the afflicted 

[   ]         Andromeda ‑ MIZAR ‑ the weak

[   ]         Andromeda ‑ AL MARA ‑ the afflicted

Description of the Constellation

A woman chained at her hands and feet in misery and trouble. This is the captive daughter of Zion. However the deliverer comes as in 

Isaiah 51:21 ‑ 52:3  Therefore hear now this, thou afflicted, and drunken, but not with wine:  Thus saith thy Lord the LORD, and thy God that pleadeth the cause of his people, Behold, I have taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, even the dregs of the cup of my fury; thou shalt no more drink it again:  But I will put it into the hand of them that afflict thee; which have said to thy soul, Bow down, that we may go over: and thou hast laid thy body as the ground, and as the street, to them that went over.  Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean.  Shake thyself from the dust; arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem: loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion.  For thus saith the LORD, Ye have sold yourselves for nought; and ye shall be redeemed without money.

Isaiah 54:11‑14  O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, behold, I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with sapphires.  And I will make thy windows of agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant stones.  And all thy children shall be taught of the LORD; and great shall be the peace of thy children.  In righteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear: and from terror; for it shall not come near thee.

Evaluation of Star Names
All the names of the stars show the weakness of mankind who all suffer from the penalty of sin. Man by his own efforts cannot release himself, he requires a rescuer which is seen in the next constellation. The curse of sin is shown in 

Romans 3:23 For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.

Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

7.4  CEPHEUS ‑ THE KING

Other Names

PE‑KU‑HOR ‑ Egypt ‑ the one who comes to rule

HYK ‑ Ethiopia  ‑ king

CEPHEUS ‑ Hebrew ‑ the branch

The Stars

CEPHEUS comprises 35 stars of which 3 are 3rd and 7 are 4th magnitude.

[2.4] alpha ‑ Cepheus ‑ AL DERAMIN ‑ coming quickly

[3.2] beta ‑  Cepheus ‑ AL PHIRK ‑ the redeemer

[3.2] gamma ‑ Cepheus ‑ AL RAI ‑ he who bruises or breaks

Description of the Constellation

The glorious king enthroned and crowned in highest heaven with a sceptre in his hand and his foot on the Pole star. This shows the release of Israel and its restoration by the Lord Jesus Christ at the Second Advent when He will set up His kingdom on earth and reign as David's greater son as described in 

2 Samuel 7:12-16  And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom.  He shall build an house for my name, and I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever.  I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the children of men:  But my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away before thee.  And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever.

Jeremiah 31:1  At the same time, saith the LORD, will I be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be my people.

It is also of note that the person who is coming is said to be the branch, a name given on four occasions in the Scripture for the Lord Jesus Christ.

Evaluation of Star Names
The person who is coming is also seen as the redeemer.

CONSISTENCY

	NO
	DESCRIPTION
	STAR

	
	
	

	
	7 THE FISH
	

	96
	One of the names for this constellation is “The Fish with Extended Life”
	7-1

	97
	The concept of unity and provision is given in “The United” We are united by God
	7-1

	98
	The concept of unity and provision is given in “The Upheld” as seen in Isaiah 41:8-10
	7-1

	99
	The concept of unity and provision is given in “The Band” as in Hosea 11:4
	7-2

	100
	The fact that humanity is subject to and bound by sin is shown by “The Chained Woman”
	7-3

	101
	The fact that humanity is subject to and bound by sin is shown by “The Broken Down”
	7-3

	102
	The fact that humanity is subject to and bound by sin is shown by “The Weak” Romans 3:23
	7-3

	103
	The fact that humanity is subject to and bound by sin is shown by “The Struck Down”
	7-3

	104
	The fact that humanity is subject to and bound by sin is shown by “The Afflicted” 
	7-3

	105
	However relief is available from a free King who is shown by “The one who comes to rule”
	7-4

	106
	However relief is available from a free King who is shown by “The King”
	7-4

	107
	However relief is available from a free King who is shown by “The Branch” [see 6 above]
	7-4

	108
	However relief is available from a free King who is shown by “Coming Quickly”
	7-4

	109
	However relief is available from a free King who is shown by “The Redeemer”
	7-4

	110
	However relief is available from a free King who is shown by “He who Bruises or Breaks”
	7-4

	
	
	


CURRENT PROPHETIC STATUS

	CONSTELLATION
	FIRST ADVENT
	CURRENT
	SECOND ADVENT
	TOTAL

	7-1
	0
	3
	0
	3

	7-2
	0
	1
	0
	1

	7-3
	5
	0
	0
	5

	7-4
	0
	0
	6
	6

	TOTALS
	5
	4
	6
	15


ARIES  THE  RAM

DECANS OF ARIES                        

[a] CASSIOPEIA

[b] CETUS

[c] PERSEUS

8.1  ARIES

Other Names

TALEH ‑ Hebrew ‑ the lamb

AL HAMAL ‑ Arabic ‑ the sheep

BARRAZIGGER ‑ Akkadian ‑ the sacrifice of righteousness

TAMETOURIS ‑ Egypt ‑ Dominion 

AMROO ‑ Syriac ‑ The Lamb as in John 1:29  The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.

The Stars

ARIES comprises 66 stars of which 1 is 2nd and 2 are 4th magnitude.

[2.0] alpha ‑ Aries ‑ EL NATH ‑ wounded or slain as in Leviticus 8:20  And he cut the ram into pieces; and Moses burnt the head, and the pieces, and the fat.

[2.6] beta  ‑ Aries ‑ AL SHERATAN ‑ the bruised 

[3.9] gamma ‑ Aries ‑ MESARTIM ‑ the bound 

Description of the Constellation

This is a ram in full vigour of life. The lamb who takes away the sin of the world. He has become our Paschal lamb. Herodotus states that the ancient Egyptians used to slay a ram when the sun entered into Aries. Branches were placed over the doors. The sun entered Aries on the 14th  Nisan, the day Christ died.

Evaluation of Star Names

[a] El Nath ‑ wounded or slain as in Revelation 5:12  Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.

It is of great interest that at noon on the day of the crucifixion the sun stood at the very spot marked by alpha Aries and beta Aries the wounded, slain and bruised. This indicated that the fullness of time had come as described in 

Galatians 4:4  But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,

Romans 5:6  For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.

8.2  CASSIOPEIA ‑ THE ENTHRONED WOMAN

Other Names

EL SEDIR ‑ Arabic ‑ The Freed

DAT AL CURSA ‑ Chaldean ‑ The Enthroned

The Stars

CASSIOPEIA comprises 55 stars of which 5 are 3rd and 5 are 4th magnitude.

[2.2] alpha   ‑ Cassiopeia ‑ SCHEDIR ‑ the freed as in Isaiah 62:3‑5  Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God.  Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; neither shall thy land any more be termed Desolate: but thou shalt be called Hephzibah, and thy land Beulah: for the LORD delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be married.  For as a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee: and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee.

[2.3] beta    ‑ Cassiopeia ‑ CAPH ‑ the branch

Description of the Constellation

This brilliant constellation contains one binary star, a double, triple, quadruple and numerous nebulae. The picture is of a freed woman adjusting her robes and hair and is the picture of Israel as the bride in Jeremiah 31:3‑12  The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.  Again I will build thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgin of Israel: thou shalt again be adorned with thy tabrets, and shalt go forth in the dances of them that make merry.  Thou shalt yet plant vines upon the mountains of Samaria: the planters shall plant, and shall eat them as common things.  For there shall be a day, that the watchmen upon the mount Ephraim shall cry, Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion unto the LORD our God.  For thus saith the LORD; Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout among the chief of the nations: publish ye, praise ye, and say, O LORD, save  thy people, the remnant of Israel.  Behold, I will bring them from the north country, and gather them from the coasts of the earth, and with them the blind and the lame, the woman with child and her that travaileth with child together: a great company shall return thither. They shall come with weeping, and with supplications will I lead them: I will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters in a straight way, wherein they shall not stumble: for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.  Hear the word of the LORD, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock.  For the LORD hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him from the hand of him that was stronger than he.  Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow together to the goodness of the LORD, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the flock and of the herd: and their soul shall be as a watered garden; and they shall not sorrow any more at all.

8.3  CETUS ‑ THE SEA MONSTER

Other Names 

KNEM ‑ Egyptian ‑ subdued

The Stars

CETUS comprises 97 stars of which 2 are 2nd, 8 are 3rd and 9 are 4th magnitude.           

[2.5] alpha   ‑ Cetus ‑ MENKAR ‑ The Bound or Chained Enemy

[2.0] beta    ‑ Cetus ‑ DIPHDA ‑ Overthrown or Cast Down 

[   ] omricon ‑ Cetus ‑ MIRA ‑ the rebel 

Description of the Constellation

This, the sea monster is the largest of all constellations.

Evaluation of Star Names

[a] Menkar ‑ the chained enemy - Satan is a chained enemy in Revelation 20:1‑3  And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand.

v 2  And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years,  And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season.  

[b] Diphda ‑ the cast down - the conquered serpent is seen in Isaiah 26:21‑27:1  For, behold, the LORD cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain.  In that day the LORD with his sore and great and strong sword shall punish leviathan the piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent; and he shall slay the dragon that is in the sea.

[c] Mira ‑ rebel is a variable star showing that Satan unlike the Lord Jesus Christ is variable. We know that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever whilst Satan can appear in many guises including an angel of light.

8.4  PERSEUS ‑THE BREAKER

Other Names

PERETZ ‑ Hebrew ‑ Breaker as in Micah 2:13  The breaker is come up before them; they have broken up, and  have passed through the gate and are gone out by it; and their king shall  pass before them and the Lord on the head of them.

KAR KNEM ‑ Egyptian ‑ He who fights and subdues

The Stars

PERSEUS comprises 59 stars of which 2 are 2nd, 4 are 3rd and 12 are 4th magnitude.                                 

[1.8] ‑ alpha   ‑ Perseus ‑ MIRFAK ‑ who helps

[2.1] ‑ beta    ‑ Perseus ‑ AL GOL ‑ rolling around 

[2.9] ‑ gamma   ‑ Perseus ‑ AL GENIB ‑ who carries away

[   ]           ‑ Perseus ‑ ALTHIK ‑ who breaks [left foot]

[   ]           ‑ Perseus ‑ AL GHOUL ‑ the evil spirit 

[   ]           ‑ Perseus ‑ MEDUSA ‑ trodden under foot [in head carried]

[   ]           ‑ Perseus ‑ ROSH SATAN ‑ the head of the enemy 

[   ] ‑           Perseus ‑ AL ONEH ‑ The Subdued

Description of the Constellation

A person with a large sword in his right hand. In his left he carries the head of the enemy he has slain called Rosh Satan, the head of the adversary in the Hebrew. This is Christ at the Second Advent utterly defeating and disposing of Satan for the Millennium.

Evaluation of Star Names

[a] Al Gol, the head of Rosh Satan is a variable star changing over a period of 3 days from 4th to 2nd magnitude. The changeable nature of Satan and his ministers is shown in 

1 Peter 5:8  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:

2 Corinthians 11:13-15  For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.  And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.  Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.

CONSISTENCY

	NO
	DESCRIPTION
	STAR

	
	
	

	
	8 THE RAM
	

	111
	The sacrifice needed to free us from the curse of sin is given in “The Lamb”
	8-1

	112
	The sacrifice needed to free us from the curse of sin is given in “The Sheep”
	8-1

	113
	The sacrifice free us from the curse of sin is given in “The Sacrifice of Righteousness”
	8-1

	114
	The sacrifice needed to free us from the curse of sin is given in “Wounded or Slain”
	8-1

	115
	The sacrifice needed to free us from the curse of sin is given in “The Bruised”
	8-1

	116
	The sacrifice needed to free us from the curse of sin is given in “The Bound”
	8-1

	117
	The woman who had been chained is now enthroned “The Freed”
	8-2

	118
	The woman who had been chained is now enthroned “The Enthroned”
	8-2

	119
	The woman who had been chained is now enthroned “The Branch”
	8-2

	120
	The adversary is here seen to be totally defeated “Subdued”
	8-3

	121
	The adversary is here seen to be totally defeated “The Bound or Chained Enemy”
	8-3

	122
	The adversary is here seen to be totally defeated “Overthrown or Cast Down” 
	8-3

	123
	The adversary is here seen to be totally defeated “The Rebel”
	8-3

	124
	We now see the Lord returning and subduing the adversary in “ The Breaker” 
	8-4

	125
	We now see the Lord returning and subduing the adversary in “He who fights and subdues”
	8-4

	126
	We now see the Lord returning and subduing the adversary in “Who Helps”
	8-4

	127
	We now see the Lord returning and subduing the adversary in “Who carries away”
	8-4

	128
	We now see the Lord returning and subduing the adversary in “Trodden underfoot”
	8-4

	129
	We now see the Lord returning and subduing the adversary in “The Evil Spirit”
	8-4

	130
	We now see the Lord returning and subduing the adversary in “The Head of the Enemy
	8-4

	131
	We now see the Lord returning and subduing the adversary in “Head rolling around”
	8-4

	
	
	


CURRENT PROPHETIC STATUS

	CONSTELLATION
	FIRST ADVENT
	CURRENT
	SECOND ADVENT
	TOTAL

	8-1
	6
	0
	0
	6

	8-2
	0
	3
	0
	3

	8-3
	0
	0
	4
	4

	8-4
	0
	0
	8
	8

	TOTALS
	6
	3
	12
	21


TAURUS - THE CHARGING BULL

DECANS OF TAURUS                     

[a] ORION

[b] ERIDANUS

[c] AURIGA

9.1  TAURUS ‑ THE BULL

Other Names

SHUR ‑ Hebrew ‑ ruling, coming

The Stars

TAURUS comprises 141 stars of which four are above magnitude 3.

[0.8] ‑ alpha ‑ Taurus ‑ AL DEBARAM ‑ the leader or governor

[1.6] ‑ beta  ‑ Taurus ‑ EL NAITH ‑ wounded or slain 

[2.9] ‑ eta   ‑ Taurus ‑ AL CYONE ‑ the centre      

[3.6] ‑ gamma ‑ Taurus ‑ HYADES ‑ the daughters of the king  

[2.9] ‑ theta ‑ Taurus ‑ PLEIADES ‑ congregation of the judge

[   ] ‑       ‑ Taurus ‑ PALILICIUM ‑ belonging to the judge   

[   ] ‑       ‑ Taurus ‑ WASAT ‑ centre or foundation       

[   ] ‑       ‑ Taurus ‑ AL THURAIYA ‑ the abundance        

[   ] ‑       ‑ Taurus ‑ VERGILIAE ‑ the centre     

[   ] ‑       ‑ Taurus ‑ VERTEX ‑ turned on, rolled around     

Description of the Constellation

The picture given is of a charging powerful bull representing the power in which the Lord will return at the Second Advent.

Evaluation of Star Names

[a] Pleiades consist of the following stars:‑ Celino, Merope, Torgaeto, Asterope, Maio, Alcoyne, Pleione, Atlas, Electro. This pictures the saints coming with the Lord at the Second Coming as shown in Jude 14,15  And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints,  To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.

[b] Al Coyne ‑ the centre of the universe.

9.2  ORION ‑ THE COMING PRINCE

Other Names

OARION ‑ Hebrew ‑ light

URANE ‑ Akkadian ‑ the light of heaven

HA‑G‑AT ‑ Egyptian ‑ this is he who triumphs

The Stars

ORION comprises 78 stars of which 2 are 1st, 4 are 2nd, 4 are 3rd and 16 are 4th magnitude. 

[0.9] ‑ alpha ‑ Orion ‑ BETELGEUZ ‑ Coming Forth as Light 

[0.1] ‑ beta  ‑ Orion ‑ RIGEL ‑ the foot of him who crushes

[1.6] ‑ gamma ‑ Orion ‑ BELLATRIX ‑ swiftly destroying

[1.8] ‑ delta ‑ Orion ‑ AL NITAK ‑ the wounded one

[2.1] ‑ kappa ‑ Orion ‑ SAIPH ‑ bruised

[   ] ‑       ‑ Orion ‑ AL RAI ‑ who breaks

[   ] ‑       ‑ Orion ‑ THABIT ‑ treading on

[   ] ‑       ‑ Orion ‑ AL GIAUZA ‑ the branch

[   ] ‑       ‑ Orion ‑ AL GEBOR ‑ the mighty

[   ] ‑       ‑ Orion ‑ AL MIRZAM ‑ the ruler

[   ] ‑       ‑ Orion ‑ AL NAGJED ‑ the prince

[   ] ‑       ‑ Orion ‑ NIPHLA ‑ the mighty

[   ] ‑       ‑ Orion ‑ NUX ‑ the strong

[   ] ‑       ‑ Orion ‑ HEKA ‑ coming

[   ] ‑       ‑ Orion ‑ MEISSA ‑ coming forth

Description of the Constellation

A mighty triumphant prince. This is the most brilliant of all constellations. The prince is girded with a glorious belt studded with three brilliant stars. Upon this belt is a sword with a handle in the shape of a lamb. In his right hand is a club and his foot is on the enemy. In his left hand he holds the skin of a roaring lion. He has one leg bruised while the other is crushing. Jesus Christ is the light of the world and every eye shall see him as in Isaiah 60:1‑3  Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee.  For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee.  And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.

Evaluation of Star Names
[a] Betelgeuz ‑ the coming of the branch as in Malachi 3:1-2  Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the LORD, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.  But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap:

9.3  ERIDANUS ‑ THE RIVER OF FIRE

Other Names 

PEH‑TA‑T ‑ Egyptian ‑ the mouth of the river 

The Stars

ERIDANUS comprises 84 stars of which 1 is 1st, 1 is 2nd and 8 are 3rd magnitude.                            

[0.5] ‑ alpha   ‑ Eridanus ‑ ACHERNAR ‑ the after part of the river

[2.8] ‑ beta    ‑ Eridanus ‑ CURSA ‑ bent down

[2.9] ‑ gamma   ‑ Eridanus ‑ ZOURAC ‑ flowing 

[   ] ‑         ‑ Eridanus ‑ PHEAT ‑ mouth

[2.9] ‑ epsilon ‑ Eridanus ‑ OZHA ‑ going forth

Description of the Constellation
This river issues from the down coming foot of Orion. This is the river of the Judge which Cetus tries in vain to stop with Daniel 7:9‑11 being an example of this truth. “I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire.  A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened.  I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake: I beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the burning flame.

9.4  AURIGA ‑ THE SHEPHERD

The Stars

AURIGA comprises 66 stars of which 1 is 1st, 2 are 2nd and 9 are 4th magnitude.

[0.1] ‑ alpha ‑ Auriga ‑ ALIOTH ‑ she goat

[1.9] ‑ beta  ‑ Auriga ‑ MENKILION ‑ band of goats

[   ] ‑       ‑ Auriga ‑ MAAZ ‑ flock of goats

[   ] ‑       ‑ Auriga ‑ GEDI ‑ kids 

[   ] ‑       ‑ Auriga ‑ AIYUK ‑ wounded

[   ] ‑       ‑ Auriga ‑ EL NATH ‑ wounded or slain [right foot]

Description of the Constellation

This is a shepherd with a she goat on his left shoulder. In his left hand he supports two little kids bleating in fear. This is the Lord Jesus Christ protecting his flock as the good shepherd who gives his life for his sheep as portrayed in 

Psalm 23  The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.  He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.  Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

John 10:11-16  I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.  But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep.  The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep.  I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.  As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep.  16  And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.

Evaluation of Star Names 

[a] Menkilion ‑ chain of goats ‑ eternal security, once we are saved we are always saved 

CONSISTENCY

	NO
	DESCRIPTION
	STAR

	
	
	

	
	9 THE CHARGING BULL
	

	132
	Shows the power of the Lord returning at the Second Advent “Ruling , Coming”
	9-1

	133
	Shows the power of the Lord returning at the Second Advent “The Leader or Governor”
	9-1

	134
	Shows the power of the Lord returning at the Second Advent “Wounded and Slain”
	9-1

	135
	Shows the power of the Lord returning at the Second Advent “The Centre”
	9-1

	136
	Shows the power of the Lord returning at the Second Advent “The Daughters of the King”
	9-1

	137
	Shows the power of the Lord returning at the Second Advent “Congregation of the Judge”
	9-1

	138
	Shows the power of the Lord returning at the Second Advent “Belonging to the Judge”
	9-1

	139
	Shows the power of the Lord returning at the Second Advent “Centre or Foundation”
	9-1

	140
	Shows the power of the Lord returning at the Second Advent “The Abundance”
	9-1

	142
	Shows the power of the Lord returning at the Second Advent “Turned on, Rolled Around”
	9-1

	143
	The Coming Ruler with His characteristics “ Coming Forth as Light”
	9-2

	144
	The Coming Ruler with His characteristics “The Light of Heaven”
	9-2

	145
	The Coming Ruler with His characteristics “This is He who Triumphs”
	9-2

	
	
	


CURRENT PROPHETIC STATUS

	CONSTELLATION
	FIRST ADVENT
	CURRENT
	SECOND ADVENT
	TOTAL

	9-1
	0
	0
	10
	10

	9-2
	0
	0
	16
	16

	9-3
	0
	0
	5
	5

	9-4
	0
	5
	0
	5

	TOTALS
	0
	5
	31
	36


GEMINI -  THE TWINS

DECANS OF GEMINI

[a] LEPUS

[b] CANIS MAJOR

[c] CANIS MINOR

10.1  GEMINI

Other Names

THAUMIM ‑ Hebrew ‑ united

PI MAHI ‑ Coptic ‑ united

AL TAUMAN ‑ Arabic ‑ twinned

The Stars

GEMINI comprises 85 stars of which 2 are 2nd, 4 are 3rd and 6 are 4th magnitude               

[1.1] ‑ alpha  ‑ Gemini ‑ CASTOR ‑ ruler as seen in Isaiah 9:6-7  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

[1.6] ‑ beta   ‑ Gemini ‑ POLLUX ‑ sufferer as portrayed in Isaiah 53:3-5  He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.

[1.9] ‑ gamma  ‑ Gemini ‑ AL HENAH ‑ hurt or wounded

[   ] ‑ epsilon‑ Gemini ‑ WASET ‑ set or determined

[3.0] ‑ eta    ‑ Gemini ‑ MEBSUTA ‑ treading under foot

[3.7] ‑ zeta   ‑ Gemini ‑ PROPUS ‑ Branch Spreading

[   ]          ‑ Gemini ‑ AL GIAUZA ‑ The Palm Branch

[   ]          ‑ Gemini ‑ AL DIRA ‑ The Seed as shown in Isaiah 4:2  In that day shall the branch of the LORD be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely for them that are escaped of Israel.

Description of the Constellation

Two figures intimately united can show the hypostatic union of the Lord Jesus Christ as both God and man but more especially as the sacrifice and ruler.

10.2  LEPUS ‑ THE ENEMY

Other Names

BASHTI‑BEKI ‑ Egypt ‑ confounded, failing

The Stars

LEPUS comprises 19 stars of which 3 are 3rd and 7 are 4th magnitude.

[2.6] ‑ alpha   ‑ Lepus ‑ ARNEBO ‑ the enemy of him who comes

[2.8] ‑         ‑ Lepus ‑ NIBAL ‑ the mad

[   ] ‑         ‑ Lepus ‑ RAKIS ‑ the bound

[   ] ‑         ‑ Lepus ‑ SUGIA ‑ the deceiver

Description of the Constellation

In the ancient world this constellation was pictured as a serpent. In this case the enemy is trodden down in Psalm  60:12  Through God we shall do valiantly: for he it is that shall tread down our enemies.

Evaluation of Star Names
Again we have the picture of Satan as the deceiver, the enemy of the Lord Jesus Christ who is returning. At the second advent Satan is bound as shown in Revelation 20:1-3  And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand.  And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years,  And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season.
10.3  CANIS MAJOR OR SIRIUS ‑ THE PRINCE

Other Names

APES ‑ Egyptian ‑ The Head

ZAEB ‑ Hebrew ‑ Leader

The Stars

CANIS MAJOR comprises 64 stars of which 2 are 1st, 2 are 2nd, 4 are 3rd and 4 are 4th magnitude.

[‑1.5] ‑ alpha   ‑ Canis Major ‑ SIRIUS ‑ the prince

[2.0] ‑ beta    ‑ Canis Major ‑ MIRZAM ‑ the ruler 

[1.9] ‑ delta   ‑ Canis Major ‑ WESEN ‑ the shining

[1.5] ‑ epsilon ‑ Canis Major ‑ ADHARN ‑ the glorious

[   ] ‑         ‑ Canis Major ‑ AL SHIRA ‑ the chief of the right hand

[   ] ‑         ‑ Canis Major ‑ SEIR ‑ the prince

[   ] ‑         ‑ Canis Major ‑ AL HABOR ‑ the mighty

[   ] ‑         ‑ Canis Major ‑ ABUR ‑ the mighty

[   ] ‑ gamma   ‑ Canis Major ‑ MULIPHEN ‑ the chief

[   ] ‑         ‑ Canis Major ‑ ASCHERE ‑ who shall come 

Description of the Constellation

In the ancient constellation he is pictured as a hawk coming down.

Evaluation of Star Names

[a] Sirius ‑ the Prince is the brightest of all stars. It is also called Titsar ‑ the chieftain of the east and Kasista ‑ the leader. It is from this star that we get the English title "sir". Again we see great compatibility between the star names each amplifying the splendour of the Lord Jesus Christ.

10.4  CANIS MINOR [modern]

Other Names

SEBAK ‑ Egyptian ‑ conquering victorious 

The Stars

CANIS MINOR comprises 14 stars of which 1 is 1st, 1 is 2nd and 1 is 4th magnitude                           

[0.4] ‑ alpha ‑ Canis Minor ‑ PROCYON ‑ redeemer

[2.9] ‑ beta  ‑ Canis Minor ‑ AL GOMEISA ‑ bearing for others

[   ] ‑       ‑ Canis Minor ‑ AL SHIRA ‑ the chief of the left hand

[   ] ‑       ‑ Canis Minor ‑ AL MIRZAM ‑ the ruler

[   ] ‑       ‑ Canis Minor ‑ AL GOMEYRA ‑ who completes

Description of the Constellation

Unknown what it was in the original. This group of stars can however be represented by 

Isaiah 49:24-26  Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or the lawful captive delivered?  But thus saith the LORD, Even the captives of the mighty shall be taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be delivered: for I will contend with him that contendeth with thee, and I will save thy children.  And I will feed them that oppress thee with their own flesh; and they shall be drunken with their own blood, as with sweet wine: and all  flesh shall know that I the LORD am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the  mighty One of Jacob.

Isaiah 53:12  Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

Isaiah 59:19 - 20  So shall they fear the name of the LORD from the west, and his  glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall come in like a  flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him.  And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the LORD.

CONSISTENCY

	NO
	DESCRIPTION
	STAR

	
	
	

	
	10. THE TWINS
	10-1

	169
	The twin Works of the Lord as Saviour and Ruler is seen in “United”
	10-1

	170
	The twin Works of the Lord as Saviour and Ruler is seen in “The Ruler”
	10-1

	171
	The twin Works of the Lord as Saviour and Ruler is seen in “Hurt or Wounded”
	10-1

	172
	The twin Works of the Lord as Saviour and Ruler is seen in “Set or Determined”
	10-1

	173
	The twin Works of the Lord as Saviour and Ruler is seen in “Treading Underfoot”
	10-1

	174
	The twin Works of the Lord as Saviour and Ruler is seen in “Branch Spreading”
	10-1

	175
	The twin Works of the Lord as Saviour and Ruler is seen in “The Palm Branch”
	10-1

	176
	The twin Works of the Lord as Saviour and Ruler is seen in “The Seed”
	10-1

	177
	The Enemy is now shown in “Confounding, Falling”
	10-2

	178
	The Enemy is now shown in “The Enemy of Him who Comes”
	10-2

	179
	The Enemy is now shown in “The Mad”
	10-2

	180
	The Enemy is now shown in “The Bound”
	10-2

	181
	The Enemy is now shown in “The Deceiver”
	10-2

	182
	In contrast we now have the Lord Jesus Christ who comes as “The Head”
	10-3

	183
	In contrast we now have the Lord Jesus Christ who comes as “The Leader”
	10-3

	184
	In contrast we now have the Lord Jesus Christ who comes as “The Prince”
	10-3

	185
	In contrast we now have the Lord Jesus Christ who comes as “The Ruler”
	10-3

	186
	In contrast we now have the Lord Jesus Christ who comes as “The Glorious”
	10-3

	187
	In contrast we now have the Lord Jesus Christ who comes as “Chief of the Right Hand”
	10-3

	188
	In contrast we now have the Lord Jesus Christ who comes as “The Mighty”
	10-3

	189
	In contrast we now have the Lord Jesus Christ who comes as “The Chief”
	10-3

	190
	In contrast we now have the Lord Jesus Christ who comes as “Who shall come”
	10-3

	191
	This last constellation completes the characteristics of Christ “Conquering Victorious”
	10-4

	192
	This last constellation completes the characteristics of Christ “Redeemer”
	10-4

	193
	This last constellation completes the characteristics of Christ “Bearing for Others”
	10-4

	194
	This last constellation completes the characteristics of Christ “Chief of the Left Hand
	10-4

	195
	This last constellation completes the characteristics of Christ “The Ruler”
	10-4

	196
	This last constellation completes the characteristics of Christ “Who Completes”
	10-4

	
	
	


CURRENT PROPHETIC STATUS

	CONSTELLATION
	FIRST ADVENT
	CURRENT
	SECOND ADVENT
	TOTAL

	10-1
	1
	0
	8
	9

	10-2
	0
	4
	1
	5

	10-3
	0
	0
	9
	9

	10-4
	3
	0
	3
	6

	TOTALS
	4
	4
	21
	29


CANCER 

DECANS OF CANCER

[a] URSA MINOR

[b] URSA MAJOR

[c] ARGO

11.1  CANCER

Other Names

SARTANO ‑ Syrian ‑ holding or encircling

KLARIA ‑ Egyptian ‑ cattlefolds

AL SARTAN ‑ Arabic ‑ who holds and binds 

KARKINOS ‑ Greek ‑ Holding or Encircling

KAIAN            ‑ Travellers Resting Place

The Stars

CANCER comprises 83 stars of which 1 is 3rd and 7 are 4th magnitude.

[4.2] ‑ alpha ‑ Cancer ‑ ACUBENE ‑ sheltering, hiding places

[   ] ‑       ‑ Cancer ‑ AL HIMAREIN ‑ the kids or lambs

[   ] ‑ M44   ‑ Cancer ‑ PRAESEPE ‑ multitude, offspring

[3.5] ‑ zeta  ‑ Cancer ‑ TEGMINE ‑ holding

[   ] ‑       ‑ Cancer ‑ MA'ALAPH ‑ assembled thousands

[   ] ‑ tau   ‑ Cancer ‑ ASELLUS BOREAS ‑ the northern ass

[   ] ‑ theta ‑ Cancer ‑ ASELLUS AUSTRALIS ‑ the southern ass

[   ] ‑       ‑ Cancer ‑ AL HIMAREIN ‑ kids or lambs

Description of the Constellation

In the ancient world the constellation was of a scarab beetle which represents new life. The beetle has similar characteristics to a butterfly which starts life as a grub and ends up a thing of beauty. This represents the vast change from our mortal body which decays to the resurrection body which is eternal.

11.2  URSA MINOR ‑ THE LESSER SHEEPFOLDS

Other Names

DHOVER ‑ Hebrew ‑ a fold, rest or security

DUBAR ‑ Arabic ‑ herd of animals, cattle  

The Stars

URSA MINOR comprises 24 stars of which 1 is 2nd, 2 are 3rd and 4 are 4th magnitude.              

[2.0] ‑ alpha ‑ Ursa Minor ‑ AL RUCCABA ‑ the turned or ridden on

[2.1] ‑ beta  ‑ Ursa Minor ‑ KOCHAB ‑ waiting for him who comes

[   ] ‑       ‑ Ursa Minor ‑ AL PHERKADAIN ‑ the redeemed assembly

[   ] ‑       ‑ Ursa Minor ‑ AL KAID ‑ the assembled

[   ] ‑       ‑ Ursa Minor ‑ ARCTOS ‑ the stronghold of the saved

[   ] ‑       ‑ Ursa Minor ‑ AL GEDI ‑ The Kid

Description of the Constellation

No bear has been found in the ancient drawings of this constellation  It is a place of security as portrayed in 

Hebrews 11:10-16  For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.  Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised.  Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable.  These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.  For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country.  And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned.  But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath  prepared for them a city.

Ephesians 1:13  In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth,  the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,

Evaluation of Star Names
[a] Al Ruccaba ‑the turned ‑ the polar star. 5000 years ago alpha Draco was the polar star, now it is in the sheep folds, a place of safety. This indicates the victory won at the cross by the Lord Jesus Christ when He won back from Satan the rulership of this world.

11.3  URSA MAJOR ‑ THE GREATER SHEEPFOLDS

Other Names

AL NAISH ‑ Arabic ‑ the assembled together

ASH ‑ Hebrew ‑ Sheepfold

The Stars

URSA MAJOR comprises 87 stars of which 1 is 1st, 4 are 2nd, 3 are 3rd and 10 are 4th magnitude.             

[1.8] ‑ alpha   ‑ Ursa Major ‑ DUBHE ‑ a flock

[2.4] ‑ beta    ‑ Ursa Major ‑ MERAK ‑ purchased

[2.4] ‑ gamma   ‑ Ursa Major ‑ PHAEDE ‑ numbered 

[1.8] ‑ epsilon ‑ Ursa Major ‑ ALIOTH ‑ she goat

[   ] ‑ eta     ‑ Ursa Major ‑ AL KAID ‑ the assembled

[2.1] ‑ zeta    ‑ Ursa Major ‑ MIZAR ‑separate

[   ] ‑         ‑ Ursa Major ‑ EL ALCOLA ‑ the sheepfold 

[   ] ‑         ‑ Ursa Major ‑ CAB' AL ASAD ‑ many assembled

[   ] ‑         ‑ Ursa Major ‑ ANNAISH ‑ the assembled

[   ] ‑         ‑ Ursa Major ‑ EL KAPRAH ‑ protected

[   ] ‑         ‑ Ursa Major ‑ CALISTO ‑ appointed ‑ 

[   ] ‑         ‑ Ursa Major ‑ HELIKE ‑ company of travellers

[   ] ‑         ‑ Ursa Major ‑ DUBEK LACHAR ‑ the latter herd

[   ] ‑         ‑ Ursa Major ‑ MEGREZ ‑Separated

Evaluation of Star Names
[a] Phaeda ‑ numbered ‑

[b] El Alcola ‑ the sheepfold ‑ we are the sheep of his pasture as described in Psalm 95:7,  For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.

Evaluation of Star Names
The star names show  a protected, separated and numbered flock which has been purchased and is now secure.

11.4  ARGO ‑ THE SHIP ‑ COMPANY OF TRAVELLERS

The Stars

ARGO comprises 64 stars of which 1 is 1st, 6 are 2nd, 9 are 3rd and 9 are 4th magnitude.                   

[‑.7] ‑ alpha   ‑ Argo ‑ CANOPUS ‑ possession of him who comes

[   ] ‑         ‑ Argo ‑ SELPHINA ‑ the multitude

[   ] ‑         ‑ Argo ‑ TUREIS ‑ the firm possession

[   ] ‑         ‑ Argo ‑ ASMIDISKA ‑ the released who travel

[   ] ‑         ‑ Argo ‑ SOHEIL ‑ the desired

[   ] ‑         ‑ Argo ‑ SUBILON ‑ the branch

Description of the Constellation
A large sailing ship heading for home. This may well have had its first fulfillment with Noah's Ark

Evaluation of Star Names
Those on the ship are the possession of him who comes and also a group who travel. We have been released out of darkness into his glorious light.

Having been released we should walk in the light as in 1 John 1:5 -7  This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.  If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.

CONSISTENCY

	NO
	DESCRIPTION
	STAR

	
	
	

	
	11. NEW LIFE* [see footnote]
	

	197
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “Holding or Encircling”
	11-1

	198
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “Who Holds and Binds”
	11-1

	199
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “Travelers Resting Place’s
	11-1

	200 
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “Sheltering, Hiding Place”
	11-1

	2010
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “The Kids or Lambs”
	11-1

	202
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “Multitude , Offspring”
	11-1

	203
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “Assembled Thousands”
	11-1

	204
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “A Fold, Rest or Security”
	11-2

	205
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “Waiting for Him who Comes”
	11-2

	206
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “The Redeemed Assembly”
	11-2

	207
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “The Assembled”
	11-2

	208
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “The Stronghold of the Saved”
	11-2

	209
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “The Assembled Together”
	11-3

	210
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “Sheepfold”
	11-3

	211
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “A flock”
	11-3

	212
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “Purchased”
	11-3

	213
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “Numbered”
	11-3

	214
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “Separate”
	11-3

	215
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “Many Assembled”
	11-3

	216
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “Protected”
	11-3

	217
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “Appointed”
	11-3

	218
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “Company of Travelers”
	11-3

	219
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “Possession of Him who Comes”
	11-4

	220
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “The Multitude”
	11-4

	221
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “The Firm Possession” 
	11-4

	222
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “The Released who Travel”
	11-4

	223
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “The Desired”
	11-4

	224
	Protection of Believers awaiting the return of the Lord “The Branch”
	11-4

	
	
	


FOOTNOTE

In regards to constellation cluster 11 which in the modern zodiac is called Cancer the Crab in the ancient world the constellation was of a scarab beetle which represents new life. The beetle has similar characteristics to a butterfly which starts life as a grub and ends up a thing of beauty. This represents the vast change from our mortal body which decays to the resurrection body which is eternal. This group is therefore named “New Life”

CURRENT PROPHETIC STATUS

	CONSTELLATION
	FIRST ADVENT
	CURRENT
	SECOND ADVENT
	TOTAL

	11-1
	0
	7
	0
	7

	11-2
	0
	5
	0
	5

	11-3
	0
	10
	0
	10

	11-4
	0
	6
	0
	6

	TOTALS
	0
	28
	0
	28


LEO THE LION

DECANS OF LEO

[a] HYDRA

[b] CRATER

[c] CORVUS

12.1  LEO THE LION

Other Names

AREIH ‑ Hebrew ‑ Lion

ARYO ‑ Syriac ‑ The Rending Lion

AL ASAD ‑ Arabic ‑ A Lion leaping forth as a flame

KNEM ‑ Egypt ‑ Who Conquers

The Stars

LEO comprises 95 stars of which 2 are 1st, 2 are 2nd, 6 are 3rd and 13 are 4th magnitude. 

[1.3] ‑ alpha   ‑ Leo ‑ REGULUS ‑ treading under foot

[2.1] ‑ beta    ‑ Leo ‑ DENEBOLA ‑ the judge who comes

[2.0] ‑ gamma   ‑ Leo ‑ AL GIEBHA ‑ the exaltation

[2.6] ‑ delta   ‑ Leo ‑ ZOSMA ‑ shining forth

[   ] ‑         ‑ Leo ‑ SARCAM ‑ the joining of the mazzaroth

[   ] ‑         ‑ Leo ‑ MINCHAR AL ASAD ‑ the tearing of the lion

[   ] ‑         ‑ Leo ‑ DENEB ABECED ‑ the judge comes who seizes

[   ] ‑         ‑ Leo ‑ AL DAFERA ‑ the enemy bent down

Description of the Constellation

An attacking lion. Jesus Christ as the lion of the tribe of Judah conquering King of Kings as shown in Genesis 49:8-10  Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise: thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies; thy father's children shall bow down before thee.  Judah is a lion's whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse him up?  The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.

Evaluation of Star Names
It is of interest that one of the stars means the joining of the mazzeroth further confirming the split between the Virgin and the Lamb.

Other star names indicate the returning judge and the destruction of his enemies.

12.2  HYDRA ‑ THE FLEEING SERPENT ‑ THE ABHORRED

Other Names

The Stars

HYDRA comprises 60 stars of which 1 is 2nd, 3 are 3rd and 12 are 4th magnitude.

[2.0] ‑ alpha ‑ Hydra ‑ AL PHARD ‑ put away

[   ] ‑       ‑ Hydra ‑ AL DRAIN ‑ the abhorred

[   ] ‑       ‑ Hydra ‑ MINCHAR AL SUGIA ‑ the piercing of the deceiver 

Description of the Constellation

The fleeing serpent represents a totally defeated enemy.

12.3  CRATER THE CUP

The Stars

CRATER comprises 13 stars

[4.0] ‑ alpha ‑ Crater ‑ AL CHES ‑ the cup

Description of the Constellation 

The cup is fastened on to the fleeing serpent. It is wide and deep as shown in 

Revelation 14:9-11   And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand,  The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:  And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.

Revelation 16:19  And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath.

12.4  CORVUS THE RAVEN

Other Names

HERNA ‑ Egyptian ‑ breaking up of the enemy

CHIBA ‑ Hebrew ‑ The Accursed

OREN    ‑ The Raven

The Stars

CORVUS comprises 9 stars 

[4.0] ‑ alpha ‑ Corvus ‑ AL CHIBAR ‑ the curse inflicted 

[2.6] ‑ beta  ‑ Corvus ‑ AL GOREB ‑ the raven

[3.0] ‑ delta ‑ Corvus ‑ MINCHAR AL GOREB ‑ raven tearing to pieces

Evaluation of Star Names

Here is a final picture of the great victory of the Lord over evil as shown in Revelation 19:11-21  And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.  His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself.  And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.  And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.  And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he  treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.  And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.  And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God;  That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great.  And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army.  And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.  And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.

CONCLUSION

The story contained within the stars is thus complete demonstrating that God has never left man without a witness to the person of Christ and His victory over Satan and that man is without excuse as stated in Romans 1:19-20  Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:

CONSISTENCY

	NO
	DESCRIPTION
	STAR

	
	
	

	
	12. THE LION
	

	225
	The Final Triumph of the Lord Jesus Christ is seen in “Lion” Genesis 49:8-10
	12-1

	226
	The Final Triumph of the Lord Jesus Christ is seen in “The Tearing of the Lion”
	12-1

	227
	The Final Triumph of the Lord Jesus Christ is seen in “A Lion Leaping Forth as a Flame”
	12-1

	228
	The Final Triumph of the Lord Jesus Christ is seen in “Who Conquers”
	12-1

	229
	The Final Triumph of the Lord Jesus Christ is seen in “Treading Underfoot’
	12-1

	230
	The Final Triumph of the Lord Jesus Christ is seen in “The Judge who Comes”
	12-1

	231
	The Final Triumph of the Lord Jesus Christ is seen in “The Exaltation”
	12-1

	232
	The Final Triumph of the Lord Jesus Christ is seen in “Shining Forth”
	12-1

	233
	The Final Triumph of the Lord Jesus Christ is seen in “The Joining of the Mazzaroth”
	12-1

	234
	The Final Triumph of the Lord Jesus Christ is seen in “The Enemy Bent Down”
	12-1

	235
	The Final Judgment of Satan is seen in “ The Fleeing Serpent” 
	12-2

	236
	The Final Judgment of Satan is seen in “ Put Away”
	12-2

	237
	The Final Judgment of Satan is seen in “The Abhorred”
	12-2

	238
	The Final Judgment of Satan is seen in “The Piercing of the Deceiver”
	12-2

	239
	The Final Judgment of Satan is seen in “ The Cup”
	12-3

	240
	The Final Judgment of Satan is seen in “Raven Tearing to Pieces”
	12-4

	241
	The Final Judgment of Satan is seen in “Breaking up of the Enemy”
	12-4

	242
	The Final Judgment of Satan is seen in “The Accursed”
	12-4

	243
	The Final Judgment of Satan is seen in “The Curse Inflicted”
	12-4


CURRENT PROPHETIC STATUS

	CONSTELLATION
	FIRST ADVENT
	CURRENT
	SECOND ADVENT
	TOTAL

	12-1
	0
	0
	10
	10

	12-2
	0
	0
	4
	4

	12-3
	0
	0
	1
	1

	12-4
	0
	0
	4
	4

	TOTALS
	0
	0
	19
	19


CUMULATIVE CURRENT PROPHETIC STATUS

	CONSTELLATION
	FIRST ADVENT
	CURRENT
	SECOND ADVENT
	TOTAL

	48
	65
	64
	114
	243


CONCLUSIONS

In these tables we have seen that the number of stars and constellations are very consistent in the way that the story is told in portraying the sacrifice of the First Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Caring Ministry of God and the Second Coming of the Lord 

It is also of interest that the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ comprises almost 50% of the testimony to the Eternal Plan
God gave His Eternal Unchangeable Plan in detail set for all to see in the heavens before man was created. The Plan provided by God allows man to have a relationship with the Creator if a person wishes to do so.

Knowledge by us of the Plan in the light of Scripture can encourage us by the fact that God is in control of history and will fulfil His Plan irrespective of Angelic or Human opposition. The Eternal Plan of God is centred on the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.

It has been shown that the story given by the individual constellation groups is consistent within that constellation group and compatible with the overall story. It has also been demonstrated that some of the Eternal Plan has been fulfilled, some is being fulfilled and some is yet to be fulfilled. 

THE HEAVENS DO TRULY DECLARE THE GLORY OF GOD!.

NOTES

CHAPTER 6 – GLOBAL REMEMBRANCES OF GENESIS 1-11 CREATION TO BABEL
INTRODUCTION

In Western Society the first 11 chapters of Genesis from Creation to the Global Food and the dispersion of the survivors at the Tower of Babel are ignored as myth by not society as a whole but by many in Christendom.
While we as Bible believing Christians believe they are in error and see it as a vital part of the Plan of God we now examine the Global Remembrances of the corner stones followed by the Divine Decrees and Divine Institutions that God set up for optimising our life on earth.
We start with the Chinese language as it gives the whole picture from Creation to Babel in its writings. 

Please note - This section is given from EBCWA Book 132 Genesis and the Chinese Language which I completed in 2002. Because of the rather high Mb on the original the Chinese symbols are not included here but you are able to download the original with the symbols from the EBCWA web site free of charge if desired. 

THE CHINESE LANGUAGE 

China boasts 4500 years of unbroken civilisation and history which as a nation probably makes it unique with the possible exception of Japan. By its geographical isolation China was left undisturbed for 2000 years.

Its history as dated starts in the middle of the third millennium before Christ and as such coincides with the Flood and the Tower of Babel which are dated at 2400 BC.

In this study the Chinese language pictures will be examined to demonstrate that the Chinese had the story of Creation, The Fall, The Gospel, Noah’s Ark and the Tower of Babel some 700 years prior to Moses recording these events in his writing of the Torah.

By implication if the Tower of Babel is true all the nations on earth had the same stories when they spread out across the earth from Mesopotamia.
It is also of interest that the Chinese from ancient times had a seven day week.

LANGUAGE

The Chinese language like many others in the ancient world was in the form of pictures which were very good at portraying objects but were less able to formulate abstract ideas.

The Chinese language was not alone as countries such as Egypt with its hieroglyphics and the early Sumerian language of Mesopotamia also were based on pictures. 

Chinese is also not the only modern language which has its roots in this form of writing with Japanese and the Korean language being languages of today which are based on pictures.

USE OF PICTURES IN THE CHINESE LANGUAGE

There were three stages or types of usage:-

1.PICTOGRAPH

In this case the symbol for sun looked like a sun, that for a horse like a horse. There were some 600 of this type of representation and while the symbol may have become more symbolic the meaning was clear. For instance a cliff appeared as a cliff, a roof as a roof and a stream as a stream

In the case of a man an additional horizontal stroke portrayed a noble showing his stick of authority whilst an old man was represented by a third leg or walking stick. 

The base symbol of man is modified by the symbol of two to show a husband or literally two men, whilst a small down stroke is added for a widower as it was the custom of a widower to grow a moustache or beard when he was bereaved.

2. IDEOGRAPH

Here two or more pictographs would be combined to form a concept or idea. 

If a person was trying to get an abstract concept across they would choose the earliest commonly known story.

For instance the combination of the symbols for dust, life and walking when combined meant to Create. We know that God created Adam out of the dust of the ground, gave him life and he was created a living adult.

Words that would be associated with various Biblical events would be

Creation week - bring forth, complete, finish

Adam and Eve - First, Perfect, Ancestor, Beginning

Temptation - Warn, Covet, Naked, Hide, Thorn, Sorrow

There are some 700 of this type of representation and often by dissecting the complex symbol the component parts give the story behind the symbol.

Dust or dirt is a combination of ten [toes] on the earth

Speech is a combination of a thousand and mouth indicating the thousand movements of the tongue.

Mates show two persons joined together which combined with the human symbol shows that they are human companions.

3. PHONETIC CHARACTERS

This is a combination of a picture and a phonetic. For instance the colloquial word for mother in Chinese is pronounced “ma”. This also is the phonetic for horse thus in this format the symbol for horse [the phonetic] is combined with the symbol for woman [the pictograph] to give the symbol not of a female horse but of a mother.

There are some 20,000 of this type of construction in the Chinese language. Unfortunately unlike the first two categories with changes in dialects the basis of this type of symbol is often obscure. 

For the purpose of this evaluation therefore types one and more especially type two are used.

STYLE OF CHINESE WRITING

	STYLE
	DATE
	INVENTOR
	WHERE USED

	PICTOGRAPHS
	
	
	Early Bronzes

	SEAL
	900 BC
	SHIN CHOU
	Ornamental 

	LESSER SEAL
	240BC
	CH’IN DYNASTY
	Used to Unify Writing Style

	SQUARE
	200 BC
	
	Scrolls, Fans

	GRASS
	350 AD
	TSIN DYNASTY
	Scrolls, Paintings

	CURSIVE
	618-906 AD
	T’ANG DYNASTY
	Handwriting

	PRINTERS
	960-1279 AD
	SUNG DYNASTY
	Printing


DEVELOPMENTS IN WRITING IN CHINA

100 AD 
Paper invented by the Chinese

121 AD

Chinese dictionary gives 9533 characters

900 AD

Chinese invent block printing

1100 AD
China invents movable printing press.

1750 AD
Prior to this date China produced more books than the rest of the world combined.

DEVELOPMENT OF RELIGION IN CHINA

The most important Chinese manuscript dealing with the history of China was found in the walls of the house of Confucius when it was demolished in 140 BC.

The manuscript was called the “Shoo King” or The Book of History, which detailed the history of China during the first three dynasties Hsia, Shang and Chou dating from 2300 to 721 BC.

EARLY PRACTICE IN CHINA

In 2230 Emperor Shun sacrificed to Shang Ti the one and only God. At that time the Chinese had no mythology and had a strong moral code.

Part of his annual recitation to Shang Ti was as follows:-

“Of old in the beginning there was the great chaos, without form and dark. 

The five elements [planets] had not began to revolve, nor the sun or moon to shine.

In the midst thereof there existed neither form nor sound.

Thou O spiritual Sovereign came forth in thy presidency and first did divide the grosser parts from the purer.

Thou madest heaven, Thou madest the earth; Thou madest man. All things with their reproducing got their being.” cf   Genesis chapters 1 and 2

The ceremony concluded with the heavenly ruler being praised for His loving kindness with the following words:-

“Thou has promised to hear us O Ti for Thou regardest us as a Father. I Thy child dull and unenlightened, am able to show forth my dutiful feelings.

Thy sovereign goodness is infinite. As a potter thou has made all living things. Thy sovereign goodness is infinite. Great and small are sheltered by thy love. 

As engraven on the heart of Thy poor servant is Thy goodness, so that my feeling cannot be fully displayed. With great kindness Thou dost bear with us, and not withstanding our demerits, dost grant us life and prosperity.”

Isaiah 64:8 - But now, O Lord, Thou art our Father; we are the clay, and Thou our Potter and we are all the work of Thy hand.

The Emperor was also the high priest. Ancestor worship came into being on the basis that on death the spirit of the intercessor was still available to mediate with God.

The fact that the intercessor was still effective is shown by the burial mounds that were built by later emperors having life size terracotta models of horses, carts and soldiers for their life in the after life.

Taoism and Confucianism both were introduced into China in the 6th century BC which also was the time when the Greek culture flowered as well as Zoastrism in Persia. Buddhism was founded in India at the same time which was the time when the promoters of the truth were in Captivity in Babylon. Buddhism was introduced into China about 100 BC.

THE CHANGE IN THE BELIEF SYSTEM

The important Chinese Emperor Ch’in Shih Huang -ti unified China and built the Great Wall of China around 200 BC. He was also responsible for building roads, canals, standardising the style of writing of Chinese characters as well as weights and measures.

In the sphere of religion he brought in the false concept of four additional heavenly rulers [the white, red, green and yellow].
At his death he was buried in the greatest burial mound in the history of China. The mound was three kilometres in circumference and 170 metres high. It contained 6000 life size soldiers and horses with 700,000 slave artisans working on it for 36 years.

In 166 BC the Taoist Sin Hwan-ping influenced the Han emperor Wan to offer imperial sacrifices to the gods which this emperor had introduced. Thus at this time polytheistic services supplanted the original worship of one God - Shang Ti.

CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES
The major Christian missionary thrust were the Nestorians who first made a major impact some 600 years after Christ. Remains including parts of the Bible were found in China dating from 641 AD.

Alopen from Syria brought the Scriptures to China in 781 and the Emperor T’ang T’ai-tsung ordered them to be translated into the royal library. Christianity flourished in China until the persecution of 845 almost removed it.

DID THESE STORIES START WITH MISSIONARIES?
If there was missionary influence it would be expected that specific areas of words would contain codes of Creation and the other stories. 

However many basic non religious words are used such as Go, Desire, Completed, First, Forbidden, Garden, Drown, Cruel and Rebellion.

It should be remembered however that if the accounts came from the time of the Tower of Babel these accounts from the Fall would only cover three life spans Adam, Methuselah and Shem.

In addition when the Chinese language was being created China was monotheistic. This culture of the Chinese shows that it has a close relationship with the culture of Mesopotamia.
The following demonstration clearly indicates that in a similar way as the story in the stars gave the story of the Lord Jesus Christ prior to it being committed to writing [Psalm 19], so the Chinese language dating from 700 years before Moses gives additional weight to accounts of critical importance in the early chapters of Genesis. [Acts 14:15-17]
As these radicals also occur in Korean and Japanese the influence of Christian missionaries is also seen to be not valid. It in fact points more to the Japanese and Koreans having the same influence from the Tower of Babel.

GOD AND CREATION
The characters we have in the formation of the Chinese word for spirit are developed as follows

Heaven   +    Cover    +    Water    =    Rain

Work     +    Two Persons     =     Worker of Magic

Rain     +    3 mouths    +    Worker of Magic    =    Spirit

In Genesis 1:2 the Spirit covers the earth. The three mouths or persons represents the Trinity and the waters covers the earth. The Spirit also refurbished the earth for man symbolised by rain. - John 15:26

Worker of magic is a combination of work from heaven [upper] and earth [lower] with two additional persons. Here we have three persons working between heaven and earth with the second person [Christ] doing the work.

Genesis 1:1-2  In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.  And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.

Dust    +     Mouth     +     Alive     =    Talking    + Walking    =     Create

Genesis 2:7  And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.

CREATION OF MAN
Ten [Toes]     +     Earth    =    Dust or Mud

Dust, Mud    +    Life    +     Mouth    +     Able to Walk     =     Create

Dust, Mud    +     Life    +     Man    =    First

One    +     Enclosure    +    Man    =     West

This indicates that Adam was created in the afternoon of the sixth day.

Genesis1:23 - 31 

And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.

And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.

And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good.

And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.

And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.

And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat.

And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so.

And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.

IN THE IMAGE OF GOD 

God radical     +     Also     =     Ancestor [Prototype]

Genesis 1:27
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.

IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN

God    +     First    +    Person     +     Garden     =     Happiness

Genesis 2:8  

And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed.

PROVISION OF WOMAN
First One    +     Man    +    Enclosure     =     West    +     Woman     =     Necessity

Genesis 2:20-21

And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him. And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof;

Border     +    To Enter      +     Man     =     Flesh

Genesis 2:22-23

And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.

And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.

Some Chinese today refers to his wife as “my inside man” - 

1 Corinthians 11:7,8

For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is the image and glory of God: but the woman is the glory of the man. For the man is not of the woman: but the woman of the man.

THE START OF HUMANITY
Man     +      Two     =      Beginning

Genesis 2:24

Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.

In this symbol we see one man and a woman as the beginning

Woman     +      Roof      =      Peace, Tranquillity

Beginning     +     Roof     =      Complete

It is possible that two adults could be seen as complete but with the roof meaning completion this indicates the end of creation as on the 7th day God rested.

ORIGINAL GLORY

Man with Flames     =     Fire

Two Fires     +     Covered      +      Tree     =      Glory

Genesis 2:25 

And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.

Adam and Eve clothed in fire covered by the tree of life meant glory as long as they had access to it. When they sinned they lost their covering of fire and their access to the Tree of Life.

FELLOWSHIP IN THE GARDEN

Two Fires     +      Words      =      To Converse, Chat

Two Mouths     +      Two People     +     Together      =      All, The Whole

Two Persons    +     Ground, Dirt      =      Sitting

Two Persons     +      Tree    =      Come

Lord, Owner     +      Two People     =      Go

Two people were made Lords of the earth.

Two Persons     +      Dust, Earth     +     Breath     +     Enclosure    =      Garden

The following figures involve two people - beginning, ancestor, to go, to come, to sit, to follow, all, glory, palace, converse.

To go, come or sit could all be accomplished by one person thus the use of two would tend to refer to Adam and Eve.

THE TEMPTATION
Two Trees     +     God notifies     =      Forbidden, To Warn

Genesis 2:16-17

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

The two trees are seen here as the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

Two Trees     +      Woman    =     To Covet, Desire

Genesis 3:1-6

Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:

But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.

And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:

For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.

And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

Man     +     Garden    +     Secret     +     Alive     =     Devil

Genesis 3:1

Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

The Chinese nickname for the devil is “the secret garden man”.

Devil     +      Trees     +     Cover     =     Tempter

There are three means of showing the word naked and they all have a common symbol - fruit

Garden     +     Tree     =      Fruit

The three symbols for naked are man plus fruit, body plus fruit and clothing plus fruit. 

Body         +       Is         +        Tree      =      To Hide 

Eye     +     Walk      =       See, Observe      +       God      =       To Inspect

Genesis 3:8  

And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.

JUDGMENT IN THE GARDEN

Ten      +      Mouth       =       Ancient       +        Plants      =        Sorrow, Bitter

Two Trees       +        A Piece       =          Sorrow, Pain

Perhaps the piece here is fruit.

Both of these symbols are written together to designate sorrow.

To Offend [doubled]       +       Knife        =        To Punish

To Punish         +         Weeds        =        Thorns

Genesis 3:17-18

And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;

Net [four]      +     Statement      +      Knife       =       To Fine

Fires [two persons]     +       Cover     +      Dust       =       Tomb

Genesis 3:19  

In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.

EXPULSION FROM THE GARDEN

Offenders [two]      +      To Go        =         To Expel

Genesis 3:23-24

Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken. So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.

THE PAYMENT FOR SIN

Hand       +       Lance       =        Me

Me         +       Sheep       =       Righteousness

Genesis 4:3-5 

And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD. And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering: But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.

Ox     +     Sheep     +      Beautiful      +      Spearhead       =        Sacrificial Animals

Leviticus 1:1-13

And the LORD called unto Moses, and spake unto him out of the tabernacle of the congregation, saying,

Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man of you bring an offering unto the LORD, ye shall bring your offering of the cattle, even of the herd, and of the flock.

If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without blemish: he shall offer it of his own voluntary will at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before the LORD.

And he shall put his hand upon the head of the burnt offering; and it shall be accepted for him to make atonement for him.

And he shall kill the bullock before the LORD: and the priests, Aaron's sons, shall bring the blood, and sprinkle the blood round about upon the altar that is by the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.

And he shall flay the burnt offering, and cut it into his pieces.

And the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire upon the altar, and lay the wood in order upon the fire:

And the priests, Aaron's sons, shall lay the parts, the head, and the fat, in order upon the wood that is on the fire which is upon the altar:

But his inwards and his legs shall he wash in water: and the priest shall burn all on the altar, to be a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.

And if his offering be of the flocks, namely, of the sheep, or of the goats, for a burnt sacrifice; he shall bring it a male without blemish.

And he shall kill it on the side of the altar northward before the LORD: and the priests, Aaron's sons, shall sprinkle his blood round about upon the altar.

And he shall cut it into his pieces, with his head and his fat: and the priest shall lay them in order on the wood that is on the fire which is upon the altar:

But he shall wash the inwards and the legs with water: and the priest shall bring it all, and burn it upon the altar: it is a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.

Here the perfect ox and sheep are seen as sacrificial animals. 

MAN’S SUCCESSION

Two Persons     +      Small      +       One After Another        =       Posterity

Genesis 4:1

And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the LORD. And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground.

THE FAMILY

Mouth     +       Man      =       Eldest Son

Eldest Son     +      God       =        To Pray, Invoke

In the system of the Jews Reuben was meant to be the head of the nation, the high priest and the one with the double portion. Because of sin he lost the kingship to Judah, the priesthood to Levi and the double portion to Joseph.

THE FLOOD

Vessel     +     Eight     +      Mouth     =     Boat

United       +       Hands Joined       =       Cover Over

Cover Over      +      Water      =        Drown

Eight      +      United      +       Earth        =        Total

The total number who survived the flood was eight

Genesis 7:7
And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him, into the ark, because of the waters of the flood.

Total      +      Water      =      Flood

Eight      +      Person      =       Common to All

Genesis 9:1  And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth.

God      +     Flesh      +      Again      =       To Sacrifice

Genesis 8:20 - 21

And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and took of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.

And the LORD smelled a sweet savour; and the LORD said in his heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done.

AFTER THE FLOOD

Eight       +        Roof       =       Cave

Cave       +      Work      =       Empty

NOAH'S ARK

Analogy of the Ark

1.
The structure of the ark was made of one material - gopher wood. Wood = humanity of Christ. Jesus had to be true humanity to provide salvation.

2.
The wood had to be cut down for the ark to be built . Living timber - the 33 years of the life of Christ. Cut down - the death of Christ on the cross.

3.
"And pitch it within and without". "Pitch - kaphar - atonement. The blood of Christ guaranteed the protection from judgment. (Romans 8:1).

4.
One set of plans - the dimensions itself gave a very seaworthy vessel for the type of conditions found in the flood.


Principle: God sets down certain rules - God knows everything about naval architecture. It was divine revelation with no human speculation. In a similar manner in salvation God has laid down the principles - there is no speculation or human viewpoint in it. If Noah had been careless with his cubits Noah's Ark could well have foundered.

5.
The Ark had one door - there is one door for salvation - "I am the way the truth and the life. No man cometh to the father but by me." (John 14:6. John 10:7-9). Who shut the door? God shut the door demonstrating the eternal security of those inside
6.
One window - represents there is only one way of having fellowship with God - through the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:4, 15-17). Window closed - sin, window open - fellowship.

7.
The storm came from beneath the earth and above the earth. From the Hebrew it would appear that the pressure was such that at some time the Ark acted as a submarine. In a deliverance of this type there must be a supernatural element, the preservation of the atmosphere would fall into this category. 


The Ark was storm proof - our union with Christ makes us judgment proof. (Romans 8:1) The judgment or storm fell on the Ark - our judgment falls on Christ. (2 Corinthians 5:2 1).

8.
In the category of the human race there was one type of survivor - the believer - when the world is destroyed along with the universe there will be one category of survivor - the believer (2 Peter 3:6). 


The destruction of the world by water in the times of Noah is compared with the destruction by fire of the world at the end of the millennium. In verse 7 we are told that the heavens are held together by the Word of God - Logos - Jesus Christ. Our resurrection bodies will survive the fusion of the elements.

9.
Genesis 8:6-12. The Flights of the Raven and the Dove.


v 6,7. The raven is released. It went to and fro and did not return to the ark. Principle:


(a)
The raven is an unclean bird. Satan is unclean.


(b)
A raven feeds upon flesh or carrion. Because the raven did not come back it indicated to Noah that there were many dead bodies floating around and therefore it was not suitable to leave the ark. The raven is a picture of Satan feeding on the dead, the spiritually dead - unbelievers.


v. 8-12 The Dove. The Dove has three flights.


Flight 1 - v 8-10 The Dove came back, it did not find a resting place.


Spiritual Analogy - this flight is analogous to the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament times with no indwelling or production by the Holy Spirit. Some Old Testament saints were assisted by the Holy Spirit however.


Flight 2 v 11 The dove goes out and returns with an olive leaf.


Spiritual Analogy - this flight is analogous to the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the Church Age with the olive leaf representing production by the Holy Spirit. It is the Spirit's ministry to produce the character of Christ by indwelling the believer in the Church Age.


Flight 3 v 12 The third flight of the dove - the dove did not return.


Spiritual Analogy this is analogous to the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the Millennium when the Holy Spirit will be poured out on all flesh.

TOWER OF BABEL

Mankind        +        One      +        Mouth [speech]       =       United

Genesis 11:1 - 6 

And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech.

And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there.

And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter.

And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.

And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded.

And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do.

United      +       Grass       =       Undertake, Build

Undertake       +       Clay       =         Tower

Genesis 11:3 - 4

And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter.

And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.

THE CONFUSION OF LANGUAGES

Tongue      +       Right        =         Rebellion

All      +       Flesh       +        Followed        =        Scatter, Disperse

Great       +      Division       +       West      +       Walking       =       Migration.

Genesis 11:7- 9  

Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another's speech.

So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city.

Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.

CONCLUSION
The parallelism of the Chinese Characters and the Bible is seen quite clearly from the above.
OTHER REMEMBRANCES OF GENESIS 1-11 
ANALYSIS OF FLOOD TRADITIONS

The following is the analysis of over 200 flood traditions all over the world:
1. Is there a favoured family? 88%

2. Were they forewarned? 66%

3. Is the flood due to wickedness of man? 66%

4. Is catastrophe only a flood? 95%

5. Was the flood global? 95%

6. Is the survival due to a boat? 70%

7. Were animals also saved? 67%

8. Did animals play any part? 73%

9. Did survivors land on a mountain? 57%

10. Was the geography local? 82%

11. Were birds sent out? 35%

12. Was the rainbow mentioned? 7%

13. Did survivors offer a sacrifice? 13%

14. Were specifically eight persons saved? 9%

Thus, 95% of these traditions have common elements with Genesis and they say that the flood was global. Although it is impossible to study all of the flood traditions around the world here, it seems to be significant to mention some of them to verify the fact that they have common elements with the Genesis Flood account. 

According to the tradition of Yenisey-Ostyak in north central Siberia, flood waters rose for seven days. Some people and animals were saved by climbing on floating logs and rafters. A strong north wind blew for seven days and scattered the people, which is why there are now different peoples speaking different languages

The summary of the tradition of Eskimo in Orowingnarak, Alaska is: “A great inundation, together with an earthquake, swept the land so rapidly that only a few people escaped in their skin canoes to tops of the highest mountains”
The tradition of Southwest Tanzania is as follows: according to the announcement by god, the two men embarked on a ship with every kind of animal and survived the flood which covered the mountains. 

In Papua New Guinea, the Biami people, the last cannibal tribe, also had traditions of creation and flood similar to Genesis.
Thus, 95% of these traditions have common elements with Genesis and they say that the flood was global. Although it is impossible to study all of the flood traditions around the world here, it seems to be significant to mention some of them to verify the fact that they have common elements with the Genesis Flood account. 

According to the tradition of Yenisey-Ostyak in north central Siberia, flood waters rose for seven days. Some people and animals were saved by climbing on floating logs and rafters. A strong north wind blew for seven days and scattered the people, which is why there are now different peoples speaking different languages

The summary of the tradition of Eskimo in Orowingnarak, Alaska is: “A great inundation, together with an earthquake, swept the land so rapidly that only a few people escaped in their skin canoes to tops of the highest mountains. 

The
CONCLUSION

The worldwide extent of the flood can be demonstrated by traditions of such an event in many cultures.

SOME EXAMPLES

(a)
The Factual Account



Source - The Bible



Survivors - Noah, his family, animals, birds.



Means - An ark 300 cubits long made of wood.


Catastrophe - A flood covering the whole world. Ark lands on Ararat. A new life starts.


(b)
Legends



Source -
Assyria - Babylonian records.



Survivors -
Ubaratutu, his family, friends, animals and birds.



Means -
A vessel 600 cubits long.


Catastrophe - A flood lasting 6 days and nights. Lands on Mt. Nizer. Dove returns but not the raven. Ubaratutu and his wife allowed to live like gods.



Source -
Welsh legend.



Survivors -
Dwyfan and Dwyfach.



Means -
A vessel without rigging.


Catastrophe - A great flood caused by the eruption of the Lake of Waves. After the waters receded Dwyfan and Dwyfach repopulated Britain.



Source -
Chinese Legend.



Survivors -
Yao and seven others.



Means -
A sailing junk.


Catastrophe - A flood and earthquake. The earth fell into pieces. The waters overflowed. They eventually receded.



Source - Aztec - Toltec Legend - Central America.



Survivors - Coxcox with wife, children, animals.



Means - Large raft made of cypress wood.


Catastrophe - A flood covered the earth for 52 years. Coxcox sent out a vulture and other birds to look for land. The vultures fed on carcasses and did not return. A humming bird eventually returned with a leaf. Coxcox landed on a mountain.

The Egyptians had a ritual where their god Osirus was place in the Nile in a floating coffin on the 17th day and removed from the Nile on the 27th, the date of the Ark resting on Ararat. The Assyrians also had a ceremony for the dead in the autumn as did the Persians and Hindus. 
The Indians of ancient Mexico had a day of death in the autumn as did the Celts of Britain. South of the equator the Peruvians had a coffin carrying ceremony at that time of their autumn.  In Australia the Aborigines paint themselves with white to indicate a skeleton in the autumn. 

There is also a tradition of Halloween in this period as well. The god Janus is called the father of this world. He has two faces, one of which he looks back and the other forward. He is said to be the inventor of ships.  Is he a type of Noah?.  The Indian god Vishnu is said to have preserved his family through a flood. Vis means man, Nu may be Noah.

TOWER OF BABEL

1.
MEANING - Babel means confusion.

2.
BABEL AND THE CHURCH There is a three-fold comparison between BABEL and the Church.

(a) Man commenced in unity at the tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1).


The church commenced in unity (Acts 2:1 ).
(b).The tower, a great structure, was built using vast resources and man-made energy. (Genesis 11:3-4) They were still of one language (Gen 11:6) but had wrong motivation.


After the New Testament church and during the period when the papacy dominated the world, great structures were built, they had a common language (Latin) and a common unity - the Catholic church.


(c). There came upon the people a multitude of languages (Genesis 11:7-9)

With the Reformation, a multiplicity of churches in native languages and dialects spread across the face of the earth.


(d)
The tower had seven stages, each made of different coloured bricks, representing five planets, the sun and the moon. The colours from the base were black, orange, red, gold, yellow, blue and silver.

3.
HISTORICAL EVIDENCE OF THE TOWER OF BABEL


Evidence of the Tower of Babel came from all the continents.


(a)
AFRICA - In Egypt is found the work of a Chaldean priest at the temple of Osiris dating from a few hundred years BC In the temple it is stated, "It is said that the first men puffed up out of all measure by their strength, despised the gods and reared a tower of prodigious height which is now at Babylon. It had nearly reached the heavens when a wind overthrew the building and the men, who until then had only one language, began from that time to speak different dialects.


(b)
ARABIA - In Arabia a writer stated that, "Mankind swept together by the winds into a plain afterwards called Babel, was scattered again by the same means." Wind, in context, is speech. They were united by speech at Babel and then divided by speech.


(c)
CENTRAL AMERICA - A legend tells that one of the seven giants rescued from the deluge (flood) built a great pyramid (in Mexico) to storm heaven. The gods destroyed the tower by fire and confounded the builders in their languages.


(d)
NORTH AMERICA - The Indians had a legend which states, "There was a great flood, many people were drowned. Others took refuge in a great floating building. It eventually grounded on a rock and broke into two pieces. In one half were those who spoke the Indian language, in the other were those who spoke other tongues.


(e)
EUROPE - In Estonia there is a tradition of the confusion of tongues.


(f)
AUSTRALIA - The Australian Aborigines have a tradition regarding the diversity of languages.


(g)
INDIA - The variety of languages is related to a high tower.


(h)
CENTRAL AFRICA - Livingstone, when exploring Central Africa, found a tradition of a high tower being connected with a diversity of tongues.

4.
At the time of Nebuchadnezzar, Babylon was 25 kilometres square. Almost within the city limits was a huge tower, the mightiest ruin in the whole of Mesopotamia. It was on an unburnt brick base with burnt bricks for the tower with bitumen for mortar, the bitumen exuding from the ground in huge quantities from a site some 100 kilometres from the city. The name given to the tower means "the house of the platform of the foundation of the tower between heaven and earth".

5.
Hammurabbi the great lawgiver who lived at about the time of Abraham, rebuilt the tower of Babel. He dedicated it to Marduk or Nimrod, the original builder. This tower was one of the wonders of the ancient world at his time.

6.
In the 4th century B.C. Alexander the Great, who was making the world capital Babylon, gave orders to rebuild the Tower of Babel. He, however, died.

7.
With the dispersion of humanity after the confusion of languages, some remembrance in architecture should be discerned.


(a)
MESOPOTAMIA - Major cities in the area have stepped towers called ziggurats. Ziggu is Arabic for remember. These towers are buildings of remembrance. They are always associated with the temples.


(b)
EGYPT - The oldest pyramids were always stepped pyramids. Most of these buildings were built in seven steps and were thought to be a means by which the pharaoh would, at death, be able to ascend into heaven.


(c)
CENTRAL AMERICA - These are the biggest pyramids ever built, covering 20 hectares. There are 500 pyramids in Yucatan in Mexico.


(d)
BAHRAIN - Pyramids are attached to the graves of the dead.


(e)
INDIA - The vast majority of temples have a tower adjacent to the temple called a pagoda. These have seven steps. It is a sacred tower to reach up into heaven.


(f)
BURMA - In this country are thousands of pagodas.


(g)
CHINA - In most of the temples they have seven-staged pagodas.


(h)
TAHITI - When Captain Cook went to Tahiti to observe the transit of Venus, he found a huge coral pyramid. He was told that it was associated with the kings. The kings were mummified and it was believed they went up to heaven through this stepped pyramid.

8.
PRINCIPLE


The Tower of Babel represents the first United Nations in the world. We have a U.N. now. God's plan involves nations He judges internationalism. God eliminated internationalism at the time of Nimrod. Jesus Christ will eliminate internationalism when He returns at the Second Advent to destroy the one world government of the Beast.

CONCLUSION

It is therefore concluded that the Chinese in their writing had the true account of Creation, The Gospel, The Fall, The Flood and The Tower of Babel some 700 years before Moses under the power of the Holy Spirit placed the Scriptural account in the form of the Torah.
This concept is reinforced by numerous accounts of similar traditions globally.

It is concluded that the human race as a whole does not want to know the truth by deliberately rejecting it or out of ignorance.
This shows that in a similar way to the Story in the Stars God does not leave Himself without a witness - Psalm 19
NOTES

CHAPTER 7  - DIVINE DECREES AND INSTITUTIONS

INTRODUCTION
In this chapter we examine the means by which the human race may work as groups in the Eternal Plan of God.
The Plan is based on Free Will, Marriage, Family and Nations. These are called the Divine Institutions.
We look at this vital subject in topical form building one on another with a view of a harmonious and fair system for all.

However man in his arrogance and Satan in his incessant attacks on the Eternal Plan of God constantly tries to modify or circumvent these Divine Guidelines.
GOD – DIVINE DECREES

1. This is the term in theology that refers to the plan of God coming to us from eternity past. It means that the Lord God, our heavenly Father, has had a plan from eternity past (before time and space were made) and that plan has been “decreed” to be the plan for this universe, and that this plan is as certain as there was a beginning to this universe, and that there will be an end. Though the universe will end, the plan of God, as it came from before the universe, continues on in its effect after this universe is ended and has been replaced by the new one.  2 Peter 3:10-13, Revelation 21:18.

2. The plan centres on the person and work of the second person of the Trinity; it centres around the person of Jesus Christ. Ephesians 1:4-6, 1 John 3:23.

3. Entrance into the plan of God is dependent upon grace. The sovereignty of God expressed in the divine decrees he has made about the plan, meet man’s free will at the Cross. Grace + faith = salvation. By saving people by grace, God’s perfect holy character is not compromised by the transaction. No-one is saved by works, for there is nothing that a creature of space and time can do to impress the creator of space and time, nor is there anything that sin can do to impress or pressure holiness.  John 3:16-36, Ephesians 2:8-9.

4. God’s plan for this universe is designed in such a way that every event is “decreed”; his plan includes all causes, conditions, and outcomes, there is no real contingency that has not been foreseen and planned for from before time. All this has been achieved in accordance with the holy purposes of God, yet without violating human volition, man’s free will. The universe is one of both freewill and determinism. Such a contradiction exists only in our minds, limited as they are by space and time. This plan is far greater than our minds can comprehend, for it was made by the creator of space and time, who lives and moves and has his being beyond such limitations of thoughts and realities.  When we consider this doctrine of decrees, we enter a realm beyond our dimension, and far above and beyond any space travel fantasies of man. Acts 2:23, Romans 8:29, 1 Peter 1:2.

5. God’s plan comes from his entire character, not just foreknowledge. It has been drawn up with no violation of man’s free will choices, for which each is held responsible.  The outcomes are certain because of the divine decrees that make them so, yet the people within the plan have the freedom to choose and no-one before the throne of the creator will be able to say, “I had to fall; you predestined me to!” Each will be judged by their works, freely chosen, and by their rejection of the Lord, freely done. Revelation 20:11 – 21:1.

6. Neither Calvinism nor Arminianism in their theologies capture the full magnitude of the divine decrees, for both try to explain in the human terms of, sovereignty, foreknowledge and free will, yet the reality of the Plan of God comes from beyond all such time and space limited concepts. This doctrine is bigger than our limited minds and languages, and it behoves all who discuss this to recognise their limits as they speak of such things as this.  How can a thing be certain and yet also freely done? A moment’s reflection gives us the answer once we think about different perspectives on an event; from time and non-time. The only reason people have difficulty with such things is because most have not been trained in philosophy of science or physics.

7. Whenever Paul discussed these things he sang of them; if we understand the truth about the greatness of the character and plan of God we will still be baffled over this, while we live in time, but we will go on our way rejoicing.  Acts 8:39, Galatians 6:4, Hebrews 3:6.
GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS

1. Divine institutions is the name given by the Reformists to the Biblical building blocks which are absolutely necessary for the efficient working and stability of the human race. They are available for both believer and unbeliever alike.

2. There are four divine institutions:- 

a) Free Will. (Genesis 2:16-17, John 7:17)

b) Marriage. (Genesis 2:22-24, Matthew 19:5-6)

c) Family.  (Genesis 2:24, 4:1, Psalm 68:6, Ephesians 6:1-4)
d) National Government. (Genesis 9:6, 11:9, Romans 13:1-7)

3. Within the four are principles ordained by God for the protection, orderly function, survival and blessing of the human race.

4. Satanic attack on the things that God holds sacred is evil.  Anything that attacks, or violates the four “divine institutions” is evil: -

a) All violation of the free will of human beings is evil doing.

b) All violation of marriage is evil doing. Adultery and all forms of promiscuity, pornography, or other perversions (child abuse, etc), is evil doing.

c) All attacks on the sacredness of the family are evil doing. Child abuse comes into all three categories as one of the great evils.

d) All attacks upon the integrity of the nation state are evil, for God has established the nations as his way to limit evil and enhance opportunities to spread the gospel, reversing the curse of the tower of Babel.

5. Every divine institution is dependant for its function on the previous institutions:  nations depend on families, families depend on marriage, marriage depends on freedom.

6. Believers are not to be known for attacking these four divine institutions; we are to be known as people who respect them and uphold them at all times.

GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – BIBLICAL CONCEPT OF AUTHORITY

DEFINITION:   Legal power delegated by God under the Laws of Divine Establishment for the protection of the free will (volition) of others.    This authority exists in both the temporal and spiritual realms.    There is authority within Marriage, the Family, and the State, and the Church.     

In each area legitimate authority will always protect individuals from evil and ensure their freedom to serve God and fulfil the Lord's will for them is maintained.

GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – BIBLICAL CONCEPT OF THE STATE

DEFINITION:   The nation state is established by God in history to protect the freedom and lives of people to ensure they have a stable life within which they are free to serve Him, grow spiritually, evangelise others and teach His Word.    Nations that encourage these things prosper in history, and nations that resist these things disappear from history.

GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – FREEWILL

1. Definition: - Volition or free will is the responsibility before God to choose different ends and means in life.

2. The above definition does not say that one has the power to do what you choose but it does give the opportunity to choose.

3. God gave Adam a choice in the garden in Genesis 2:16,17 where God told the man "thou shalt not eat" in the imperative mood which is a command.

4. Free will gives you the opportunity to want to accomplish things in conformity with God's will without having the natural ability to do so. (1 Kings 3:5-10) Solomon in this case wanted to judge but could not because of his own limitations.

5. In Psalm 13 David's free will continued to be positive even though he had not been successful.

6. One of the reasons for the delay in the answering of prayer requests is to allow the strengthening of free will to desire to do God's will. 

7. Free will in both believer and unbeliever. (John 7:17)

8. Free will in giving. (2 Corinthians 8:12)
9. Free will cannot be coerced or compromised thus Christianity is a matter of obedience. (2 Corinthians 5:10)

10. As God is to judge all men it means that man is responsible for his actions and that all normal members of the human race have free will. (Revelation 20:11-15)

11. Relationship of free will is vertical, between man and God not man and man. (Ephesians 6:5-9)
12. Because man is subject to judgment there is an age of accountability as portrayed by the "rich young ruler". 

13. Animals and plants are not judged.

14. Free will also puts the responsibility on both ends and means. An example of the right end but wrong means is the sin unto death of Moses. (Numbers 20)
15. By application just because God is blessing a ministry, in the case of Moses by providing water it does not mean that the person is necessarily in God's will. God blesses through his grace and not necessarily because they are doing things by God's way.

16. Human viewpoint attack on free will - Determinism. 

(a)
The concept is that if one starts out with any physical item and I know everything there is regarding it and the laws that control it then I can dogmatically predict the future state of that item. 

(b)
This concept is incorrect as shown by the power of prayer (James 5:17)

(c)
It is possible for God to manipulate His universe. (Acts 16:26)

17. Types of miracles in the bible 

(a)
Natural - a variation of a natural law 


(i)
Elijah and the drought 


(ii)
Paul and the earthquake 

(iii)
Moses at the Red Sea with the east wind 

(b)
Supernatural - a direct violation of a natural law 


(i)
The resurrection of Christ 


(ii)
Being born again

18. In physics this concept is called "Heisenburg's Uncertainty Principle" after the German Nobel prize winner who postulated it. Modern science now views a lot of the formulae of physics as occurring the vast majority of times but on odd occasions not complying with observed laws. Such non compliance would include miracles or manipulation by God.

19. Evolution is an attack on free will as it states that man is evolved from animals and is a higher form of animal. This is often reinforced in text books which state "men and the other animals" indicating that man differs in degree only and not in "kind". 

(a)
"Difference in degree" - hot and cold is a matter of relative heat; ice, water and steam are all water and of the same kind.

(b)
"Difference in kind - a square and a triangle.

(c)
Solomon in Ecclesiastes 3:21, a believer out of fellowship assesses man as different only in degree from animals.

(d)
Based on evolutionary principles abortion can be justified and atrocities condoned against other races such as the Nazi reaction to Jews, gypsies and the Slavs. From this comes the concept that if we knew everything about animal behaviour we could then describe man. 

(e)
The Biblical view however is that we do vary in kind, not in degree (Genesis 2:16) with the thing that sets man apart from the animals being volition.

(f)
By implication man is never totally determined by his environment.

(g)
Hell is a monument to the fact of free will because if you do not have a choice you cannot be judged.

20. Three problems which the Bible solves regarding free will - 

(a)
What about babies who die before they hear the gospel or those who are mentally not able to decide?

Solution - 2 Samuel 12:18 where a child born to David and Bathsheba dies on the 7th day, the day before circumcision which would have brought the child into a covenant relationship.

David says that he will go to be with the child indicating the child has been automatically saved without a covenant requirement. 

This is the principle of "unlimited atonement". (1 John 2:2)
(b) 
What about the physical damage which hinders the person causing a restriction of free will?

Solution - John 9:1-7 where a man blind from birth is healed. Jesus did not bypass the free will but made up for the blindness. He breaks down the barriers for a person to do God's will but the free will of the person is not manipulated. 

(c)
What about spiritual damage to free will?

Solution - Genesis 3:8 where after the fall God sought out Adam and Eve in the garden where they had hidden from him. God who is all knowing asked the question "Where are you?"

The principle of the "total depravity of man" is seen here in the fact that man will not of his own free will seek God.

In Deuteronomy 5 Moses and all the Israelites heard a public address by God which the Israelites shrank back from.

God speaks to man in three areas:- 


(a)
He speaks to all men. (Matthew 5:45, Acts 14:17)

(b)
He has a more intense form of calling. (Genesis 6:3, Romans 13:1)

(c)
He calls through the gospel of Jesus Christ. (John 16:8-11)
It is however possible to so damage the free will regarding spiritual matters that it becomes impossible to believe or repent. 


Examples 


(a)
The Amorites and Canaanites of Joshua's day. (Genesis 15:16)

(b)
The Pharaoh of the Exodus. (Exodus 7- 11)

(c)
Those who accept the mark of the beast. (Revelation 13:8)

(d)
The reaction of unbelievers at the Second Advent. (Revelation 6:16)
21. However there are many areas over which even those who have had limited free will have control and the person who searches will find. (John 7:17)
22. If God is truly sovereign how can man have genuine free choice? God has absolute sovereignty as shown by a study of His character. It is also clear that man has free will.

God uses his free will as creator whilst man uses his as a part of creation.

23. One way of looking at this is fatalism which is the basis of most eastern religions which state that man's destiny is set and certain.

24. Another way is autonomy which says that all things are uncertain and therefore history goes on chaotically.

25. True biblical sovereignty is based on the creator/creation concept with the creator outside the universe and the created beings within. 

Three non salvation examples:- 

(a)
Paul as a prisoner on a ship bound for Rome predicts, having received advice from the angel of God, that there will be no loss of life but the ship will become a wreck. The guarantee is a sovereign guarantee and therefore absolute. Paul however tells the soldiers that they must stay on the boat to be saved. They do and they are saved. Sovereign decrees by God therefore contain free will decisions by man. (Acts 27)
(b)
The sovereign decree is that all things work together for good towards the goal of predestination and eventual glorification. We have a guarantee that we will be in heaven. We need to be actively involved in the chain of events. (Romans 8:28)
(c)
Daniel understood the time of "desolations" as seventy years as prophesied by Jeremiah and knew that it would end on time. He now seeks by supplication with sackcloth and ashes forgiveness for Israel's sin on the basis that no discipline is going to be removed without the sin having been forgiven. (Daniel 9:2)
God promises certain things but they are contingent on our prayer. Using the principle of the sovereignty of God we can be confident in prayer if we are controlled by the Holy Spirit. (James 4:2)
26. Can free will be neutral? The answer is no, one is either positive or negative towards God. For instance if a young man is keen on a girl and is asked if he is going to marry her and he answers he does not know. As long as he debates the question he will not marry her and is therefore negative to marriage.

27. Every attack in the Christian life has one common feature, the denial of the Word of God as shown in the temptation of our Lord. Each of them therefore is an attack on the character of God.

28. The act of negative free will to the plan of God is given in Romans 1:18-32.

In this passage:- 

(a)
The unbeliever holds the truth in unrighteousness. (v18)

(b)
The power of God is clearly seen by all men. (v19-20)

(c)
They became vain in their imaginations and worshipped part of the creation rather than the creator. (v21-23)

(d)
The result is sexual and other perversions. (v24-31)

(e)
They end up encouraging others to defy God. (v32)

29. Are the majority always right? A scriptural example of this was Elijah and the prophets of Baal in 1 Kings 18 where on a public opinion basis Elijah would have been considered wrong. 

The concept that public opinion is always correct comes from the French philosopher Rousseau who stated "the most general will is always the most just also, the voice of the people is in fact the voice of God".

Another good example of this would be the public opinion that happened at the crucifixion of Christ.

30. There are therefore two classes in the Christian life, positive or negative to God's will.

31. In Old Testament times physical idols were common. The idols nowadays are commonly abstract in the form of ideas and concepts. It is up to the Christian to challenge these concepts where they occur.

GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – MARRIAGE

1. Man and angels have personality but only men and animals have "nephesh" and experience physical death. Angels do not die because they are spirits.

2. Marriage requires both personality and life, therefore it is only applicable to man. There is no marriage in the angelic realm. (Matthew 22:30)

3. Definition:- the personal relationship between a male and female member of the human race which typifies the saving relationship between Christ and believers.

4. God's instruction - "Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish and the fowl and every living thing". This shows that man should subdue and have dominion over the animal kingdom. 

5. If God was a solitary personality there would be no divine example of relationships, however with the three personalities in the Godhead relationships are demonstrated. He is a personal God and we can therefore have a relationship with him.

6. Marriage typifies the relationship between Christ and the church. 

a) In the form of grace and faith (Ephesians 5:22), the word submit meaning to fall into line to the law of God which the carnal mind cannot do. (Romans 8:7; 10:3)

b) You submit yourself by an act of freewill. 

c) A family can strain marriage relationships if they are not submissive. (Romans 13:1,5)
7. Grace is typified by the male and faith by the female. If this pattern is not adhered to it results in misery and suffering.

8. Grace and the man. 

a) The man is in the role of an initiator. 

b) The man provides information to which the woman can respond but must not coerce her free will. 

c) The man has to show his character to the woman. 

d) The man has to be patient, a form of grace.

9. Faith and the woman. 

a) The woman is in the role of a responder. 

b) The woman makes the choice of her free will. 

c) She is the one who uses faith. 

d) The woman needs time to grow.

10. Glory revealed.

a) The glory of God is shown in the man in the form of a changed life through regeneration.

b) The glory of the man is shown in the woman by changes in the woman. 

11. Compatibility.

a) The important area of compatibility is that in the spiritual realm as one can be psychologically compatible with many people.

b) Spiritual compatibility is indicated by the phrase "one flesh" and is a picture of the union of Christ and the church.

12. Satan will attempt to blur the differences between man and woman and cause role reversals. The degree to which this occurs reflects the level of decadence in a society.

13. Legitimate reasons for the termination of marriage:- 

a) The death of one of the partners. 

b) The desertion of a believer by an unbelieving spouse where one of the two partners has become a Christian after marriage. (1 Corinthians 7:10-16)
c) Inappropriate marriage partners such as close relations as specified in (Leviticus 18).
d) Adultery or fornication as this causes the destruction of the one flesh principle by forming another one flesh. (Matthew 5:32; 19:9)
GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – MARRIAGE – CELIBACY

1. Celibacy is not ordered in the Bible.  It is recommended under certain circumstances and then only for those who can bear it.

a) To devote one's life completely to God's service (Matthew 19:11, 12; 1 Corinthians 7:32 - 35).  This is a spiritual gift (1 Corinthians 7:7).
b) In times of persecutions or impending persecutions (1 Corinthians 7:26) it is better to:

i) stay unmarried (1 Corinthians 7:28b, 32a, 38;  Revelation 14:4)

ii) postpone an intended marriage (1 Corinthians 7:37,38).
2. Because marriage is a holy institution ordered by God, celibacy is not a holier state of life than being married (Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:4-6).

3. To forbid marriage is warned against as being a sign of apostasy (1 Timothy 4:3). This results from the pagan view that the physical life is of a lower order.  Asceticism is not scriptural (Colossians 2:23).
4. Forced celibacy leads to debauchery (1 Corinthians 7:9).
GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – MARRIAGE – POLYGAMY

1. Polygamy was never authorised by the Word of God (Leviticus 18:18; Deuteronomy 17:17).
a) Polygamy is never the will of God.

b) Only man in apostasy or humanism condones polygamy.

2. Polygamy is related to apostasy.

a) Found in the time of Lamech because of apostasy (Genesis 4:19).

b) Jacob's polygamy (Genesis 29) set a precedent for the Jews but was not approved by God.

3. Polygamy violates the doctrine of marriage.

a) By an act of free will, a man can destroy his wife.

b) Man is not designed for an intimate relationship with more than one woman.

4. Polygamy is a form of self-induced misery and unhappiness for man.

5. Monogamy is God's order (Genesis 2:24).
6. Many great believers had one wife, therefore they understood the principle of monogamy e.g. Noah, Joseph, Joshua, Samuel.

7. Trouble related to polygamy.

a) Concentration of jealousy of wives under one roof illustrated by Jacob's wives (Genesis 29, 30), and Elkanah's wives (1 Samuel 1:6ff.).
b) Gideon's polygamy compounded the problems in the children and the discipline carried to the second generation (Judges 8:30 - 9:5).
c) David's polygamy compounded the problems in the children, and the discipline carried to the second generation (1Chronicles 3:1-9).
GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – FAMILY

1. God instituted families and marriage from the start of mankind on earth (Genesis 2:24).
2. Marriage was to be monogamous (Genesis 2:24). They are classified as 'one flesh'. They must leave mother and father and set up their own house (Genesis 2:24; Ephesians 5:31; Matthew 19:4-5).
3. Adultery or breakdown of marriage was so serious a matter that it was included in the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:14).
4. The husband is the head of the family (Genesis 3:16).
a) He should be willing to die for her (Ephesians 5:22-23).

b) He provides for his family (Genesis 3:19; 1 Timothy 5:8)
c) He should rear the children in the fear of the Lord (Ephesians 6:4; Deuteronomy 6:6,7).

d) He should not provoke his children (Colossians 3:21).
5. Wives are subject to their husbands (Genesis 3:16; Ephesians 5:22,23. 1 Peter 3:1-6).
a) She has the place of honour in the home (1 Peter 3:7).
b) She has a deep desire for her husband (Genesis 3:16).
6. Children should be obedient to both parents (Ephesians 6:1-3; Proverbs 22:15; 23:13).

a) They must honour (Ephesians 6:2; 1 Timothy 5:4; John 19:26).
b) If they honour their father and mother they will have long lives (Exodus 20:12).
7. Three ways in which normal family life parallels the relationship that God the Father has with "The Christ"

a) It is grounded from one head - (1 Corinthians 15:45-50).
i) In the garden of Eden Adam was created first and Eve was taken from Adam's side. Eve had to be taken from Adam.  The second Adam was Jesus Christ and out of Him will come a new spiritual race. 

ii) I am my father's child because I have received from him his image. Similarly when we are born again we receive the image of God.

b) The family is subject to discipline - (Hebrews 12:3-15)
i) It is important to train your children to live righteously. 

ii) God's discipline trains us to walk in His will, in the place of blessing.

iii) The child must learn wisdom from the parents. (Exodus 12:24-28, Deuteronomy 6:6-25, Joshua 4:5-8) God is wisdom.

c) The parents are responsible for their family's conduct, morally and legally.  Our witness reflects on God.

8. In a survey in the U.S.A. eight reasons were given as to why the family unit was being weakened in that country.

a) The rise of promiscuity.

b) Transfer of the protection of the family from the head of the family to the State.

c) Transfer of the education of the child from the parents.

d) Movement of family recreation from the family to outside including television.

e) Transfer of the place of production from the home to the factory.

f) The use of aged accommodation for senior members of the family rather than them staying in the home.

g) The loss of traditional homemaking skills and the rise of the supermarket society.

h) Transfer of religious instruction from the home to outside. 

GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – NATIONAL GOVERNMENT

1. National Government is the fourth Divine Institution, the others being volition or freewill, marriage and family. It should be noted that all Divine Institutions are for the human race as a whole and are not for Christians only. They allow for the orderly function of humanity and each Institution is built on a previous one. For instance marriage is built on freewill, family is based on marriage and freewill and so on.

2. The first three were instituted at creation whilst National Government did not occur until after the Flood.

3. Definition - God's delegated authority to mankind to judge its own evil until Christ returns. It is therefore a temporary divine institution lasting from the Flood to the second advent of Christ.

4. Prior to national governments the rule of law was by God - Genesis 4:17. Here Cain was jealous of his brother and killed him with a sacrificial knife. As a result he was excluded from the family but he was not killed. God said that anyone who killed him would be avenged 7 times over. Obviously at that time God was doing the judgement Himself. If there was to be any killing it would be done by God. The delegated authority was therefore capital punishment.

5. The change to national governments is given in Genesis 9:4-6 where God stated that a person shall not murder and if a person does murder that man rather than God will take his life. This indicates a delegation of responsibility to man for judgement and execution of penalty.

6. Capital punishment was used in the nation Israel. In Exodus 20:13 it says you shall not kill. The word used RATSACH means to murder rather than kill. In the rest of the law there is capital punishment by stoning as well as warfare showing that this commandment cannot mean "thou shalt not kill" but "thou shalt not murder" as you cannot have one part of the law countermanding another part.

7. In Romans 13:4-6 capital punishment in the New Testament is given. Paul confirms his agreement with the principle of capital punishment in Acts 25:11. In addition when the Lord returns at the Second Advent he uses capital punishment on a large scale.

8. Two limitations are put on government 

[a] The government shall be national with linguistic, geographical and racial features and not international as the post Flood group tried to set up at the Tower of Babel. God had to divide the human race to allow for the human race to survive. Genesis 11:1-9. An attempt to create a world wide Satanic millennium will occur just prior to the Second Advent but this will also be judged by the Lord. Revelation 13:16-18, 19:19-21. This changes at the Second Advent when the Lord Jesus Christ sets up a true worldwide kingdom for the 1000 year reign of the Millennium Revelation 20:1-6
[b] In Matthew 22:21 where if a national government has laws which are anti Biblical the Christian should passively and prayerfully disobey the laws and take the consequences. Christians are not revolutionists.

9. Three classic objections are raised to the question of capital punishment.

[a] Capital punishment does not deter crime - Two fallacies :- 

[i] Capital punishment was never created to deter crime, but it is the retributive justice of God against evil. 


[ii] Also if it were properly administered it would deter. In the Old Testament capital punishment was never given unless there had been two eye witnesses to the crime and was only the punishment for certain crimes. Conviction was not possible through circumstantial evidence as it had to be by direct witness. After the trial the executioners were the witnesses. The execution was public and the body had to be displayed until sundown indicating the wrath of God on guilty man.

[b] The retributive justice theory which states that a society which has capital punishment is exacting its vengeance on the guilty. Two fallacies:-

[i] Who is the one who owes the debt? There are three parties involved, the criminal, the victim and the State. If the criminal kills the victim he has broken the law of the State and therefore the crime is against the State, not the victim. Capital punishment therefore comes out of God's vengeance.


[ii] Retributive justice would have a redemptive element if it were carried out correctly as it was in Israel.

[c] It cannot be justly administered as the poor cannot engage as good a lawyer as the rich and are therefore more likely to get convicted. God knew that capital punishment could not be justly administered when He set it up, Jesus Christ being a prime example.  

10. Although God has delegated the authority He has not defined the type of government unlike marriage or family where there is just one form of structure.

11. John Calvin said that there were three types of government:- monarchy, aristocracy and democracy. Monarchy can easily deteriorate to despotism, aristocracy to oligarchy, the rule of an elite few and from democracy to sedition. He said that by far the best form of government was either aristocracy or the combination of aristocracy and democracy.

12. Government is based on two foundations law and power. The power is based on police internally and military for external power. Those who campaign against either are apostate. There must be a balance between law and power. Law without power is destroyed or ignored, power without law destroys the people.

13. Law comes from one of four sources.

[a] verbally from God as to the nation Israel. Israel's law was the Bible.

[b] those nations based on Christian principles draw their law from the Bible.

[c] there are nations who base their law on what the State requires, the liberal, view.

[d] the law can be based on what an individual desires such as a despot, the conservative view.

14. From the human viewpoint there are two types, the conservative which bases its concepts on the rights of the individuals and the liberal who bases his law on the right of the State. Both these views are apostate as it presupposes that law comes from man and not God.

15. The Christian therefore has to say that God has designed a number of elements such as the divine institutions. The government is therefore not allowed to coerce freewill nor bring in polygamy in place of marriage. The State has no sovereignty over volition, marriage or family. In addition there are areas such as economics, education, religion, natural resources, the arts and the sciences.

16. In judging evil the government has to judge the balance between all these elements but does not have rights over the building blocks of society. This lasts until the return of Christ.

17 The model for a nation is given under 8 areas. If any of the areas are weakened the nation is weakened.

[a] Geographical proximity - where a nation should be compact and not inhabit a long thin strip with people strung out over hundreds of kilometres [Deuteronomy 3:18-20]. In the ancient world the river Jordan dividing the two and a half tribes to the east from their brethren on the west caused a weakening of the nation Israel.

[b] The domination by one race, so that a large majority should be of one race. All the nations are called by the father of the nation such as Israel or the sons of Esau which was the name of Edom. You cannot have a melting pot of all peoples without melting the pot. Whilst you can absorb a large number of minorities you must have a dominant race. Deuteronomy 2:4
[c] There must be a strong national feeling of belonging whether the person is an immigrant or not. Deuteronomy 16:11
[d] There must be a common way of thinking about life's problems. If you have two diverse ways of looking at things you have a weak nation.  Deuteronomy 6 The talk in the home should be on the basis of divine viewpoint. All children should be instructed in the Word of God by their parents.

[e] A dominance by one language. When God divided the nations He did it linguistically at the Tower of Babel. Two historical examples of people who saw the value of a common language:- Alexander the Great and Koine Greek and Lenin who modified Russian at the time of the Russian revolution to improve the cohesion of the Soviet Union. 

[f] The principle of harmony between neighbourhoods. Deuteronomy 22:1-4 There were no police in Israel in those days, the inhabitants acting as policemen. 

[g] Patriotism strengthens a nation Deuteronomy 19:13

[h] Dominance of the sovereignty of God over a nation. The destiny of the country is either in God or in man Deuteronomy 21:18     

18. Government's job is to form a balance between the various elements which make up a national entity. For instance the government does not have the right to legally enforce polygamy as marriage is a God given monogamous state. They do have the right however to regulate divorce.

19. Deuteronomy 22:1-3 illustrates how the Old Testament society functioned. The right of the individual had to be respected. Individual rights come because they were created in us. This says to respect your brother's property even if there are no policemen present. This passage gives the ability to have private property. This is confirmed in Exodus 20 where it states you shall not steal. You cannot steal something which is your own. 

Charity also presumes private property. Property allows you to make choices and is the basis for giving. 2 Corinthians 8,9 You cannot give what is not yours. The act of the government giving money extracted from the population by taxes is not an act of charity. However there is a great danger that the possessions possess the possessor and you become materialistic. You can only enjoy property when you are in fellowship with the Lord. [Ecclesiastes 2]
20. Government must defend and strengthen marriage by guarding against adultery and rape. With the strengthening of a marriage a person who had just got married did not have to go to war for a year but stayed at home to cheer up his wife. [Deuteronomy 24:5]

21. Education should deal with the technical things but should not deal with the philosophy of life as this is the parent's responsibility. Ephesians 6:4 This includes such items as sex education and humanistic philosophies 

22. Economics - the basis for economics is given at the point of creation. Deuteronomy 25:13-16 Government cannot create an economy it can only regulate it. John Witherspoon's essay on money is an excellent example of a Biblical approach to economics. 

"Fractional reserves" is a form of the government stealing from the population as they do not have the full weight of gold or silver to back it. Isaiah 1:22 With banknotes it states that the paper money is "legal tender" and therefore has to be accepted in transactions. The Christian response. Matthew 6:19-21
23. Natural resources - people say that Christianity is responsible for the present problems in the ecology because of Genesis 1:28. The Biblical answer to this is in Romans 8:20-23 which shows why man destroys the environment, not because of Christianity but because of the fall. 

Thus it is not because of God's design but what man has done. This is further amplified in Isaiah 65:25 where it is clear that God is concerned with ecology showing the balance that will occur in the Millennium. The believer should also be concerned about the environment. Deuteronomy 20:19-20

24. Arts and Sciences - some governments dictate aesthetic tastes for artists.

25. Church - Government has no right to interfere with the Church nor the Church with the Government.  As an example in the case of slavery the Christians eat away from the inside rather than rising in rebellion. [Philemon]

26. Courts and the Police - in Deuteronomy 16:18 -18:22 the Bible states that they are necessary. The Christian should defend the principle of the Courts and Police Force. The law enforcement and court officials are not to take inducements or be biased Deuteronomy 16:18-20 The groves of trees in v21 are the place of the Baal worshippers. As God was Head of State this meant that they were to be faithful and patriotic.

27. To secure a capital conviction there had to be two or more witnesses Deuteronomy 17:6. The individual citizen was the informant showing a civic responsibility and acted as the police. Upon securing conviction the witnesses were the ones to throw the first rock in the execution. Perjury was seen as a major crime. Punishment for a false witness was that which he had accused the other party. Deuteronomy 19:18

The court procedure was such that the trials were quick and soon after the offence. The complaint was brought by the plaintiff and not by a lawyer. The judgement was considered to be not against the state but against God. Deuteronomy 1:17 The penalties were either a fine, corporal punishment or capital punishment but apart from waiting to appear in court no imprisonment. Any corporal punishment was undertaken in front of the judge to ensure fairness. Deuteronomy 25:1-3 

28. God has set the geographical and historical boundaries for nations. Acts 17:26, Genesis 10:25; Deuteronomy 32:8

29. All nations and races are descended from Noah's three sons Ham, Shem and Japheth. Genesis 9:19

30. The nations were dispersed after the Tower of Babel Genesis 11:9

31. Internationalism and one-worldism is therefore against the will of God. cf. Genesis 11:4,9  Satan is attempting to unite the world as a counterfeit to the Millennium, when Christ will reign as King.

32. Nations are established by God to protect the freedoms and rights of people so that they may serve God peacefully. 1 Timothy 2:1-2
33. The importance of free will - a government should not force people to accept or reject Christianity.

34. Freedoms in a nation are to be protected

a) Externally by military forces

b) Internally by police forces and courts Romans 13:4 

35. The effectiveness of believers within a nation determines its blessing or cursing Deuteronomy 11:26-28, Genesis 18:17-33, Matthew 5:13

36. When nations become evil, God must destroy them.  Examples include

a) Amorites  Genesis 15:16, Deuteronomy 7:2

b) Chaldea Daniel 5
37. Jews were forbidden to intermarry with other nations, so that the Jewish religion would not be defiled by heathen practices. Deuteronomy 7:1-3, Ezra 10:2,14
a) Solomon's union with foreign women was evil. Nehemiah 13:23-27

b) Abraham forbade Isaac to marry outside his people. Genesis 28:1
c) Esau's marriage to Hittites brought grief Genesis 26:34,35
d) Moses' marriage to an Ethiopian caused trouble. Numbers 12:1
38. The threefold split of humanity appears in the book of Acts as examples of salvation.

a) An Ethiopian (Hamitic) is saved in Acts 10:1 -48
b) Saul (Semitic) is saved in Acts 9:1-16
c) Cornelius (Japhetic) is saved in Acts 10:1-48
GOD – DIVINE INSTITUTIONS – NATIONS – NATIONAL DISCIPLINE

1.  Discipline upon the damned. These nations have lived out their purpose in history and must be eliminated. This is shown in the story of Sodom in (Genesis 19). This also shows that God will not punish a nation if He can find a remnant in that nation.

God will never damn a people to extinction in history as long as there is a remnant left. Believers are the salt of the earth and are the insurance policy for the nation in which they reside (Matthew 5:13).  God protects the believer from judgement (Genesis 19:17-23; Romans 8:1). This was done without any external armies by means of a natural catastrophe.

2.  The principle is given in (Acts 17:26) where God has set the geographical and historical boundaries for nations.   God is therefore sovereign in history and geography.  This is done so that they should seek after the Lord (Acts 17:27).  No nation is that apostate that a person does not have a chance to be saved as when a nation becomes apostate it is either destroyed or changed.

3.  Another damned culture is the Amorites of (Genesis 15:16) where Abraham's seed would be in Egypt until such time that the apostasy of the Canaanites had matured.  However when the Israelites came out of Egypt they were used by God to destroy the Amorites (Deuteronomy 7:2).  As they were doing it for God they were not allowed to take booty (Joshua 6:17).  This discipline was by direct military action and not by natural means.  As the discipline continues they are warned about their attitude (Deuteronomy 9:3-6).
4.  The fall of the Chaldean empire under Belshazzar to the Medio - Persians and the Scythians is an example of the destruction of a powerful empire overnight (Daniel 5).  Daniel pointed out the God made Nebuchadnezzar king but when he became proud he was discipline until such time as he acknowledged the source of his prosperity.  No nation can attain power unless God grants them it.  Belshazzar had the testimony of Nebuchadnezzar but chose to ignore it.

5.  Part of our responsibility is to pray for our country and its rulers (1 Timothy 2:1-2).

CONCLUSION
From the above we can see very clearly how man in his pride has rebelled against the decrees and institutions set by God. 

These Biblical building blocks are absolutely necessary for the efficient working and stability of the human race. They are available for both believer and unbeliever alike.

The rapidly increasing departure from these principles has resulted in the decay particularly of the Western World. This has demonstrated that society as a whole is in active open rebellion against God and ripe for the Divine Global judgment associated with the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.
We need to remember that this time He returns as Judge and to protect those who are His.
NOTES
CHAPTER 8 - ATTACKS ON THE ETERNAL PLAN

The Eternal Plan of God has been under attack since the creation of man and will continue until the end of time with the final Satan inspired attack by unbelievers on the Lord Jesus Christ and Jerusalem at the end of the Millennium Revelation 20:7-10. 

None of the attacks are successful however, and the Eternal Plan of God remains complete and unchanged due to God’s unique absolute attributes. We again look at this subject in topical form for the individual to develop studies.
ANGELOLOGY

We now examine a number of studies involving angels and particularly the Angelic Conflict. It should be noted that there are two kinds of angels, those who remained loyal to God at the Great Schism and others who followed Satan in rebellion against God. Without a study of Angelology many Biblical questions remain unanswered.

ANGELS

1. There are two kinds of angels:

a) Elect Angels (1 Timothy 5:21) - those which have chosen to remain with God.

b) Fallen angels - those which have rebelled against God and followed Satan:

i) imprisoned ones (Jude 6, 2 Peter 2:4) - apparently active on earth prior to the Flood (Genesis 6)
ii) demons, currently active on earth (1 Corinthians 10:20,21, Mark 5:1-20)
2. There are various orders in the angelic realm.

a) Cherubim (highest order) -. (Genesis 3:24, Exodus 25:19-20) Cherubs were originally the defenders of divine holiness. Lucifer (Satan) was a cherub (Ezekiel 28:14)
b) Seraphim - (Isaiah 6:2). Seraph means burning ones.

c) Rulers, Principalities and Powers - can refer to human authorities, but usually refers to angels (and generally to fallen angels).  (Ephesians 3:10, 6:12, Colossians 1:16). They control certain segments of the human race, they can control the voice and the mind. (Mark 5:1-20).

d) Ministering Angels

i) Guardian angels. (Hebrews 1:14).  Protect and assist believers.

ii) Angels of the waters. (Revelation 16:5). Water is used as a prison. Abyss (Greek), refers to an underwater prison.

iii) Angels of the abyss. (Revelation 9:1,11). An angel which has a special responsibility for the abyss.

iv) Angel of fire. (Revelation 14:18).
v) Angels of judgment. (Revelation 8:2, ch 15,16) - trumpets and bowls.

vi) Watcher angels. (Daniel 4:13).
3. Appearance of angels:

a) Angels can appear as human beings (Genesis 18:1-2, Hebrews 13:2)
b) Angels are described variously as having wings, many eyes, many faces (Isaiah 6:2, Ezekiel 1) and often glow with brilliant light (Matthew 28:2-3).

c) Lucifer (Satan) was the most beautiful creature ever to come from the hand of God (Ezekiel 28:12-17)
d) Angels are NOT pink fat babies with wings, or red skinned creatures with horns and forked tails.

4. Named angels:

a) Lucifer, son of the morning, was the covering cherub over the Throne of God (Isaiah 14:12).  His name is now Satan, the accuser/slanderer (Revelation 12:10)
b) Gabriel a messenger angel (Daniel 8:16, 9:21, Luke 1:19,26)

c) Michael a fighting angel (Revelation 12:7, Jude 9) and guardian angel of Israel. (Daniel 10:21, 12:1)
5. Angels and Christ's Incarnation

a) At his birth - (Luke 2:9-15)

b) At his temptation - (Matthew 4:11)
c) In the Garden of Gethsemane (Luke 22:43)
d) At his resurrection - (Matthew 28:2)
e) At his ascension - (Acts 1:10)
f) At the Second Advent - (Matthew 13:37-39, 24:31, 25:31, 2 Thessalonians 1:7)
6. Angels and Man

a) Angels were watching at the time of creation. (Job 38:7)

b) Angels were present when God gave Moses the Law. (Galatians 3:19, Acts 7:53).
c) Angels are watching us now. (1 Corinthians 4:9, Ephesians 3:10, 1 Timothy 5:21, 1 Peter 1:12)
d) The elect angels rejoice whenever someone is saved (Luke 15:7-10).
7. Many times revelations from God were mediated through angels - 

a) The Law of Moses - Exodus 3:2 , Galatians 3:19, Acts 7:53, Hebrews 2:2
b) Prophetical announcements to Daniel - Daniel 7:16, 8:16-26, 9:20-27, 10:1-12:13
c) Prophetical announcements to Zechariah - Zechariah 1:9, 2:3, 4:1,5, 5:5, 6:4,5

d) Announcement of the birth of John to Zacharias - Luke 1:11-20
e) Announcement of the birth of Jesus to Mary - Luke 1:26-38, and Joseph - Matthew 1:20-21

ANGELS – SATAN – ADVERSARY

1. SCRIPTURE  Genesis 3; Isaiah 14; Ezekiel 28; Matthew 4; Revelation.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Satan is the most beautiful creature ever to be created by God. He is an angel who rebelled against God before the creation of man (Isaiah 14:12-15). Originally he was the covering angel, the personal attendant of Jesus Christ in the very throne room of God. Unlike God, Satan is a created being and as such can only be in one place at any one time. He is attended by a vast number of angels (called demons) who have given him unswerving allegiance. After the creation of man, he tempted Adam and Eve to be as gods and to know good and evil by disobeying God. Satan then became the ruler of this world (Genesis 3:1-7). He attacked the human race in many ways prior to the birth of Jesus Christ. Throughout Jesus Christ's life, Satan attacked the Lord. Since Christ's victory at the cross he attacks believers. Satan still has access into heaven where he accuses the brethren. Halfway through the tribulation period Satan is thrown out of heaven (Revelation 12:7-9). This causes him to intensify his attack on the human race. During the millennium he is confined to the bottomless pit, allowing a perfect environment on the earth (Revelation 20:1-3). After a brief rebellion at the end of the millennium (Revelation 20:7-10), Satan is condemned to the eternal lake of fire which was created for the devil and his angels.

3. Satan is called:

a) The destroyer (Revelation 9:11).

b) The accuser of the brethren (Revelation 12:10).

c) The adversary (1 Peter 5:8).
d) Beelzebub, prince of devils (Matthew 12:24).
e) The deceiver of the whole world (Revelation 12:9).
f) The great dragon (Revelation 12:9).
g) An enemy (Matthew 13:28,29).
h) The wicked one (Matthew 13:19,38).
i) The father of lies (John 8:44).
j) The god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4).
k) A murderer (John 8:44).
l) The prince of the power of the air (Ephesians 2:2).
m) The ruler of this world (John 12:31; 14:30).

n) The ancient serpent (Revelation 12:9).
o) The tempter (Matthew 4:3; 1 Thessalonians 3:5).
p) A blinder of minds (2 Corinthians 4:4).

q) A roaring lion (1 Peter 5:8).
4. PRINCIPLES

a) Believers are in Christ and therefore in a position of supremacy over Satan (Romans 8:37).
b) Satan was defeated at the cross once and for all (Colossians 2:14,15).

c) He can therefore only use devices and schemes, trying to convince the believer that he can still win the battle against God.

d) Satan, through religion, tries to get man to work independently from God.

e) A Christian out of fellowship can promote principles proposed by Satan (Matthew 4:8-10; Mark 8:33).
f) Satan will use Scripture slightly changed, or added to, to try and confuse believers and lead them astray (Matthew 4:3-10; cf. Psalm 91:11,12).
g) If Satan the adversary is resisted he will flee from you (James 4:7).
h) Application of the Scriptures is essential in understanding the wiles of the devil (Ephesians 6:11).
ANGELS – SATAN AND SATANIC ATTACK

1. Pre Adamic

	Original Creation
	Genesis I:1
	Perfection and unity.

	Creation of Satan
	Ezekiel 28:13-15
	Created the most beautiful creature, a genius.

	Fall of Satan
	Isaiah 14:12-15
	"I will" 5 times. Satan sets himself up as God.

	1/3 of Angels follow Satan
	Revelation 12:4
	

	God's Judgement
	Matthew 25:41
	Lake of fire created for Satan and his angels.

	Satan appeals
	
	Man created with a free will to show the fairness of God's judgement.


Man having been created, Satan wages war firstly to get man to sin, secondly having had a Saviour promised to attack the line of Christ, thirdly an attack on the Saviour until He completed His work, fourthly to attack the Word of God and the individual believer.

2. Stage 1 - Innocence-Sinfulness

	
	Scripture
	Remarks

	Man created
	Genesis 1:26, 27
	God provides everything. One tree a test of free will.

	Woman falls
	Genesis 3:1-6
	Through ignorance of God's Word

	Man falls
	1 Timothy 2:13, 14
	Man chooses deliberately to go against God's provision.

	Salvation promised
	Genesis 3:15
	


3. Stage 2 - Attack on the Line of the Saviour
Object:- If Satan can prevent the Saviour being physically born he has proved that God does not keep His promise in Genesis 3:15 and is therefore not perfect.

	Attack 1. Cain kills Abel (Attack on the seed of the woman)
	Genesis 4:8, 9
	An unbeliever kills a believer but Seth, another believer is provided for the line of Christ.

	Attack 2. Infiltration of Fallen Angels. (Attack on the humanity)
	Genesis 6:1-8
	Infiltration until only Noah's family left as the humanity. Flood removes angel/men demons incarcerated in Tartarus (Hades)

	Attack 3. Tower of Babel (Attack on nationalism)
	Genesis 11:1 -7
	An attempt by Satan to bring in the Millennium without God. The original U.N. God forms nations and confuses their tongues.- Tower of Babel.



	Abraham promised the Saviour will be descended from him.
	Genesis 12:1-3
	Attack on the line of Abraham.

	Attack 4. Pharaoh of Egypt.
	Exodus 1:22
	Using Pharaoh by ordering the slaughter of the male Jews Satan attempts to eliminate the Jews.

	David promised a King descended from him will reign forever
	2 Samuel 7:12-16
	Satan now attacks the descendants of David

	Attack 5. Against the Kings of Judah
	2 Kings 22:1, 2
	Josiah, boy King of Judah divinely protected comes to throne at age of 8 after coup d'etat eliminates every other member of the royal line.

	Attack 6. Against the Jews
	Esther 3:6
	Satan attempts to destroy the Jews using Haman. Haman is executed.

	Attack 7. Against Jerusalem.
	Isaiah 37:36
	185,000 Assyrian troops under Sennacherib killed by God outside Jerusalem.


4. Stage 3 - Attack on the Person of Christ

	Attack 1. Possible stoning of Mary
	Matthew 1:18-20
	The nobility of Joseph defended the as yet unborn Jesus.

	Attack 2. Herod the Great.
	Matthew 2:16-18
	Satan using Herod attempts to eliminate the Christ child by murdering all the young males in Bethlehem. Joseph takes Jesus to Egypt.

	Attack 3. Temptation in Wilderness
	Matthew 4:9
	A sinner cannot redeem other sinners. Satan offers the crown (Millennium) before the cross. Jesus follows God's plan.

	Attack 4. Temptation not to go to the Cross.
	Matthew 16:21-23
	Jesus follows God's plan although the cross was obnoxious to him.

	Attack 5. Attempt to stone Jesus.
	John 8:59
	It was prophesied that the Saviour would die on wood. Stoning would have cut across this prophecy.

	Attack 6. Attempt to tempt Jesus down from the cross.
	Matthew 27:40
	If Jesus had come down from the cross there would have been no salvation.

	Attack 7. The drugged wine.
	Matthew 27:34
	Gall was a drug which if Jesus had accepted it would have impaired his free will and there would have been no salvation.


5. Stage 4 - Attacks since the Cross

	Attack 1. Against Scripture.
	Attempting to get false books accepted in the canon of Scripture. Liberalism and Moderism, Humanism and Evolution.

	Attack 2. Revival of Roman Empire
	Under Charlemagne in 800 and Charles V in 1500. Roman Catholic Church.

	Attack 3. Massacre of Jews.
	Hitler's final solution attempts to eliminate Jews. No Jews no Kingdom for Jesus to reign over. Inquisition, Crusades, Russian pogroms.

	Attack 4. One World Government.
	Revival of the Tower of Babel concept under the League of Nations and U.N.

	Attack 5. Socialism.
	Satan's millennium.

	Attack 6. Persecution.
	Nero, Reformation, Inquisition


6.
Strategy of Satan at the Present Satan's strategy is divided into 3 sections.

(a)
Towards unbelievers - 


To blind them regarding the gospel. (2 Corinthians 4:3, 4, 2 Thessalonians 2:9, 10)
(b)
Towards believers -


He accuses believers. (Revelation 12-9, 10, Job 1:6-11)

He persuades the believers to ignore the will of God through disobedience (Genesis 2:17), through worry (1 Peter 5, 7-9), ignoring doctrine (1 Chronicles 21:1)

He seeks to entice the believer from the will of God. (James 4:7, 8)

He seeks to destroy the believer's focus by getting eyes on self (1 Corinthians 1:10, 11 on people (1 Corinthians 1:12) by getting eyes on things (Hebrews 13:5, 6)


To get the believer frightened of death. (Hebrews 2:14, 15)

(c)
Towards the world in general -


Satan tries to deceive the nations. (Revelation 20:7-10)
Principle:- The more you know about the Word of God the more you will be able to be effective as a Christian. c/f. Jesus in Matthew 4.

ANGELS – ANGELIC CONFLICT

1. There is an angelic conflict and it is intimately related to our presence in this world.

2. ETERNITY PAST

[a] Initially God created angels. At creation we are told that there was unity as all the angels sang in unison.

[b] Satan as Lucifer with the title Son of the Morning was the head of the angels. Isaiah 14, Ezekiel 28:12-15

[c] It is noted that the Lord Jesus Christ is now called Son of the Morning in 2 Peter 1 showing that the Lord replaced Satan as a result of His victory at the Cross.

3. FALL OF SATAN

[a] Satan became proud and attempted a coup d’etat against God in Isaiah 14:12-17 

[b] When Satan fell he took one third of the angels with him. Revelation 12:9. 

[c] The angels who exist forever therefore fall into two permanent groups:

(i) Elect Angels who remained faithful to God (1 Timothy 5:21)

(ii) Fallen angels who chose to follow Satan fall into two categories:

(1) Imprisoned ones who were made inoperative at the time of the Flood (Jude 6, 2 Peter 2:4)

(2) Demons who are currently operative (1 Corinthians 10:20,21, Mark 5:1-20)
[d] There is therefore a spiritual warfare between elect and fallen angels, which affects the human race. (Ephesians, 6:12, Revelation 12)

4. SENTENCE ON THE FALLEN ANGELS

[a] Before the creation of Man Satan and the fallen angels were judged and sentenced to the Lake of Fire - Matthew 24;51

[b] It would appear that Satan appealed against his sentence and said "how can a God of Love sentence any of his creatures to the lake of fire?"

[c] The answer is in the character of God who is HOLY as well as LOVE. His holiness can only judge sin and rebellion.

[d] The lake of fire therefore was not created for man. Man ends up in the lake of fire due to his own negative attitude towards God.

5. MAN’S ROLE IN THE ANGELIC CONFLICT

[a] This sentence which was given before man existed has not yet been executed and will not be so until the end of the Millennium in Revelation 20:10. 

[b] There must be a long lapse of time before the sentence is executed with this period being taken up with the whole of human history. Therefore the purpose of the existence of the human race and its relation to God can only be explained as a testimony to the angels and for the glory of God.

[c] Through the creation of man God provides a clear legal witness to Satan and his angels of their sin. The whole of human history is to prove certain points to the angels. Things can happen in your life as a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ and these can only be explained as a testimony to the angels.

6. FALL OF MAN AND VICTORY OF THE GOD MAN

[a] Man starts off lower than the angels. Hebrews 2:9 tells us that Jesus Christ made Himself a little lower than the angels.

[b] Although Adam failed to be victorious the Lord Jesus Christ replaces Adam in history and won the battle in His humanity. 1 Corinthians 15:22 tells us that in Adam all die, in Christ shall all be made alive.

[c] A new form of creature judges come into existence and will judge the angels 1 Corinthians 6:1-3

7. SIMILARITIES BETWEEN ANGELS AND MAN

[a] Angels and mankind have a number of parallels with human free will being tested in exactly the same way as angelic free will.

[b] Angels began in innocence and full obedience to God (Job 38:7 Ezekiel 28:14-15)

Man began in innocence (Genesis 2:25)
Angels sinned - rebellion of Satan (Isaiah 14:12-14)
Man sinned - rebellion of Adam (Genesis 3:1-7)
Angels are divided into two categories - elect or fallen.

Man is divided into two categories - believers and unbelievers. (John 3:36)
8. ADAM AND FREEWILL

[a] God created Adam and Eve, to show Satan that mankind, created lower than angels (Hebrews 2:6-7), would choose to obey God. Mankind therefore, by a choice of freewill, would decide whether to obey God and be blessed, or to disobey God and be judged (the same choice that Satan had).

[b] A test was instituted for man's freewill - obedience to God or disobedience. (Genesis 2:16-17).  Adam - and therefore all mankind - sinned and thereby rebelled against God.  All of mankind, therefore, is in the same condition of sinful rebellion as Satan.

[c] However, God instituted another test of freewill for mankind - will they choose to return to God through Jesus Christ, or will they choose to continue in sin and rebellion (John 3:16, 2 Peter 3:9).
[d] Anyone who chooses to return to God will be saved; anyone who chooses to remain in rebellion to God will be judged in the lake of fire, the same fate as Satan (Matthew 25:41)

[e] Therefore, by the work of Christ on the cross, and man's freewill faith in Christ, God has vindicated His love to save and His justice to judge.

9. RESOLUTION OF THE ANGELIC CONFLICT

Stage 1 - Salvation - by faith, man is saved and made positionally superior to angels (Hebrews 2:6-7)

Stage 2 - Christian Walk - by faith, the believer overcomes Satan (Ephesians 6:10-17)
Stage 3 - Eternity - in Christ, the believer will judge Satan and his fallen angels (Hebrews 2:8, 1 Corinthians 6:3)

10. THE CLOUD OF WITNESSES

Angels watch the human race. (1 Corinthians 4:9, Ephesians 3:10, 1 Timothy 5:21, 1 Peter 1:12)  Elect angels rejoice 

every time someone is saved (Luke 15:10)
11. THREE BASIC QUESTIONS

The angelic conflict answers three basic questions:-

[a] Why man? Inside man is a soul with mentality and freewill which when linked together resolves the angelic conflict, (Colossians 2:14-15, Hebrews 2). The cross is the real victory in the angelic conflict.

[b] Why sin? Sin resolves stage 1 of the plan of God (see paragraph 9). At the cross sin was judged and the barrier between man and God was removed so that man's relationship with God depends on his free will. Every time a person accepts Christ, elect angels rejoice. In the garden man was innocent and all he had to do was stay away from one tree. Now man is guilty he has to come to a tree (the cross). (Genesis 2:17, 1 Peter 2:24).

[c] Why suffering? Suffering resolves the issue in Stage 2. Suffering involves the promise principle. (1 Peter 1:7-8, Romans 5:2-4). Suffering is designed for blessing and is a further blow to Satan. It is to demonstrate the love of God in a way that cannot be done in eternity as in eternity there is no more sorrow, pain or death. (Revelation 21:4)
12. STAGES IN THE CONFLICT [SEE SATANIC ATTACK ON THE PLAN OF GOD]

[a] From the fall of man to the ascension of Christ the line of Christ and Jesus Christ himself were the target of attack. Once the ascension was a fact in history Satan was unable to attack the line of the Saviour.

[b] The resurrection, ascension and session of the Lord Jesus Christ caused intensification in the angelic conflict.

[c] Once Christ is glorified at the right hand of the Father the angelic conflict becomes intensified in the Church age. 

[d] Every Church Age believer is now a target and because of this every believer has had special provisions made for him:

(i) Indwelling of the Holy Spirit (John 14:17)
(ii) Indwelling of Jesus Christ (John 14:23)
(iii) Completed canon of Scripture (1 Corinthians 13:10)
There is an increase in Anti-Semitism with the removal of the Jews a high priority. 

13. PROGRESSION TO THE LAKE OF FIRE

This explains the actions of the Lord Jesus Christ from the time he sat down at the right hand of the Father until the Last Judgement. Psalm 110:1 says “The Lord [God the Father] said to my Lord [God the Son], Sit thou at my right hand until I make thine enemies thy footstool.”

[a] The first stage – Insurgency warfare – Pentecost - Rapture

During this time He calls out the personnel who will replace the angelic council members who have been condemned 1 Corinthians 4:8, 6:1-3, 2 Timothy 2:12, Revelation 3:21
The angelic council comprises God and all the angels as seen in 1 Kings 22:19-23 and 2 Chronicles 18:18-23

[b] The second Stage – Rapture to Second Advent - Confrontation

During this time the new members of the angelic council are evaluated in relation to their divine and human good, rewarded [1 Corinthians 3:11-15], they lose their old sin nature and have a resurrection body. The rebellious members, Satan and his followers are cast out of heaven Revelation 12:4

[c] The third stage – Second Advent – Victory Stage

Christ casts Satan and the fallen angels into hell for a thousand years and rightfully asserts His authority.

[d] The fourth stage – The Last Judgement. The Lake of Fire was created for Satan and his angels Matthew 25:41 Satan is cast into the Lake of Fire with the demons and the unbelievers. Unbelievers join them in the Lake of Fire because they have not accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. The old creation is destroyed and new heavens and a new earth provided by God. At that point all knees shall bow and the promise of making His enemies His footstool will have been fulfilled.

14. THE BELIEVERS AND RESULT OF THE ANGELIC CONFLICT

The result of the angelic conflict:

Stage 1 - Salvation - saved mankind is positionally superior to angels;

Stage 2 - Christian Walk - through suffering the believer develops his faith towards Christ to such an extent that he thereby shows the fallen angels the certainty of their doom;

Stage 3 - Heaven - In eternity the believer in his resurrection body will be physically superior to angels.

15. CONCLUSION

Through the fall of man Satan obtained control of the world though not necessarily control of mankind. 

What makes it possible for man to live in the Devil's world and not be under his control? - Free will. 

By using The Word of God you can make decisions that are completely against Satan and his concepts. 

Satan is the ruler of this world. (2 Corinthians 4:4, John 12:31, 14:30, 16:11, Ephesians 2:2) 

However we have the Bible - the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16) We should know it and use it.

ANGELS – COUNTERFEITS OF SATAN

1. Doctrine of Demons (1 Timothy 4:1)

2. Communion Table (1 Corinthians 10:20-21)
3. Ministers (2 Corinthians 11:12-15)

4. Gospel (2 Corinthians 11:3-4)

5. Spirituality (Galatians 3:2-3)
6. Righteousness (Matthew 19:16-28)
7. Power (2 Thessalonians 2:8-10)
8. Gods (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4)
9. Religions (Matthew 23)

ANGELS – CROSS AND SATAN

1. With His death on the Cross Christ dealt with sin as a whole. (Colossians 1:15-22, 1 John 2:2)

2. With the removal of the sin barrier Satan's power was negated. (John 12:31, 16:11, Colossians 2:14, Hebrews 2:14,)

3. Judgement upon Satan has been pronounced but the sentence has not been executed, he is still prince of this world. (2 Corinthians 4:4, Ephesians 2:2)

4. He is still the deceiver and liar who leads astray foolish believers (1 Peter 5:8-9)
5. The cross is God's grace provision for the salvation of all who will believe in the Lord. Satan's attack is the philosophy of works, promoting the idea that man can do without the need of a Saviour.(Ephesians 2:8-9)
6. Satan's judgment has been progressively revealed:-

a) In the garden of Eden. (Genesis 3:15)
b) At the Cross. (John 12:31)
c) In the Tribulation. (Revelation 12:7-12)
d) At the Second Advent. (Revelation 20:1-3)
e) At the Last Judgement. (Revelation 20:10)
7. Satan's rebellion centres on two sins, pride and lying. (Isaiah 14:12-24, Ezekiel 28:17, John 8:44)
8. God's plan calls for sin to be removed and with it Satan's power. The victory on the Cross will lead to the glory of God and the proclamation throughout all eternity of the perfect justice of God. (1 John 3:8)
ANGELS – DEMONS

1. Occult practices such as astrology, divination and spiritism are condemned by the scriptures (Leviticus 19:31; Deuteronomy 18:9-12).  This was punishable by death in Israel. (Leviticus 20:27)

2. Demonism has exercised much influence in history (Ezekiel 21:21, Daniel 10:13).  Evil is associated with the rule of demon possessed kings. (2 Kings 21:1-17)
3. The judgment of demons involved the destruction of demon possessed people and religious systems associated with idolatry (Isaiah 19:1-3, cf Deuteronomy 7:5)
4. Many nations have been destroyed for demon practices.

a) Canaanites (Deuteronomy 18:9-12)
b) Babylonians (Isaiah 46:1-7, 47:1-15)

c) The judgment of Egypt's first born included the judgement of demons (Exodus 12:12)

5. The return of nations to the battle of Armageddon is by demon influence (Revelation 16:13-16).
6. Satan and the occult forces will be imprisoned during the Millennium Isaiah 24:21-23; Revelation 20:1-3.

7. Demons are called "hairy ones" (Leviticus 17:7), destroyers (Deuteronomy 32:17) and demons.

8. Demons

a) seek to possess men or animals (Mark 5:1-13).
b) deceive man into false doctrines (1 Timothy 4:1).
c) believe and tremble (James 2:19).
d) speak both truth and lies (2 Chronicles 18:21; Acts 16:17-18).

9. Satan rules the demon world (Matthew 12:24-28).  Demons have a hierarchy (Daniel 10:12,13,20; Ephesians 6:12).

10. Sacrificing to idols is worship of demons (Deuteronomy 32:17, Psalm 106:36-38, 1 Corinthians 10:19-21).

11. The following activities can lead to demon possession (for the unbeliever) or demon influence (for the believer):

a) Submission to demons through idolatry (1 Corinthians 10:19-21) and occult practices such as mental telepathy, clairvoyance and spiritism (Deuteronomy 18:9-12).
b) Specific dedication of one's body to demons, such as the Hindu soma and shamanism.

c) Any practice in which you "lose control" of your mind and senses, such as drugs and alcohol (Galatians 5:20, the Greek word for "sorcery" is "pharmakeia"), meditation and trances, hypnotic rhythms in music and dance.

d) Sexual cults, such as the asherah (Judges 6:25-28, 2 Kings 21:3)

12. When people reject God, He may allow Satan and demons to administer discipline, even death (John 8:44, 1 Corinthians 5:5, 1 Timothy 3:6-7).

13. Demon influence can cause abnormal psychological behaviour, physical strength, sickness, etc (Mark 5:1-5, Job 2:6-8)

14. Jesus Christ has conquered all demon power (Matthew 10:8).
ANGELS – SATAN'S DESTINY

1. Satan is called a "prince" indicating that he had his own power and followers. (John 12:31, 14:30, 16:11, Ephesians 2:2, 2 Corinthians 4:4)

2. Yet he is still a creature, and is still ultimately subject to God (Job 1:12)
3. At the cross, Christ defeated Satan, as his main power was through sin and death. (John 12:27-32, Romans 5:12, 1 Corinthians 15:54-56, Colossians 2:14-15, Hebrews 2:14-15
4. God purpose with the world is not yet complete - therefore the enforcement of Satan's defeat will not take place until the end of the Millennium (Hebrews 1:13, Revelation 20:10)
5. Satan's final judgment is sure:- 

a) When he fell he was condemned, this was before (Genesis 1:2).
b) In the garden the certainty of God's judgment was announced. (Genesis 3:15)
c) The Cross was his final defeat. (John 12:31, Colossians 2:14-15)

d) In the midst of the Great Tribulation his access to heaven will be stopped. He will no longer be able to slander believers. (Revelation 12:7-12)
e) At the Second Advent he is arrested and bound. (Revelation 20:1-3)
f) After the Millennium he is briefly released to lead the last great rebellion against God, and is finally cast into the Lake of Fire. (Revelation 20:10)
g) There are therefore four falls of Satan:-

i) from his place in eternity past to the earth with access to heaven.

ii) then that access is denied causing him to be restricted to the Earth.

iii) he is then contained in Hades for a thousand years.

iv) then his final fall into the Lake of Fire.

6. Satan has six abodes in his journey from the throne room of God to the Lake of Fire.

a) The Throne of God - Ezekiel 28:12
b) The Mineral Garden of Eden - Ezekiel 28:13
c) The Atmospheric Heavens - Ephesians 2:2, 6:12
d) The Earth - Revelation 12:7-12
e) The Abyss - Revelation 20:1-3
f) The Lake of Fire - Revelation 20:7-10
ANGELS – SATAN'S STRATEGY

1. Believers are warned against him and his tactics. (Ephesians 4:27, 6:11-13, James 4:7, 1 Peter 5:8)

2. We must be ready and alert. (2 Corinthians 2:11)

3. Satan is a deceiver and a counterfeiter.  He uses deception -  not obviously wrong or sinful - but very subtle changes to the truth (Genesis 3:1).  Remember, a counterfeit looks like the original.

4. Satan is described as an "angel of light" - often seeming attractive and "good".  (2 Corinthians 11:14)
5. His tactics

a) Towards unbelievers.

i) to blind them regarding the gospel. (2 Corinthians 4:3, 4, 2 Thessalonians 2:9, 1 0)

b) Towards believers.

i) Satan seeks to hinder our growth and witness. (1 Peter 5:8)

ii) Satan will mislead into false doctrine and legalism. (1 Timothy 5:14-15)

iii) He persuades believers to ignore the will of God through disobedience (Genesis  2:17, James 4:7-8)

iv) Satan often attacks our assurance of salvation so that we doubt God.

v) Worry (1 Peter 5, 7-9)

vi) Fear of death. (Hebrews 2:14-15)
vii) He accuses believers of sin both to God and to the believer (using guilt). (Revelation 12:9-10, Job 1:6-11

viii) He takes our focus off Christ by getting eyes on self (1 Corinthians 1:10-11), on people (1 Corinthians 1:12), on things (Hebrews 13:5-6)
ix) When we don't allow the Holy Spirit to control our lives, we open ourselves up to Satanic attack. (1 Corinthians 7:5, 2 Corinthians 2:11, 1 Timothy 5:14-15)
x) The Lord will allow Satan to attack a believer as discipline for unconfessed sin. (1 Timothy 1:20 cf 2 Corinthians 12:7)

xi) Satan cannot indwell or possess a believer, only beguile them. (Galatians 3:1)
c) Towards the world in general.

i) The World - Satan tries to deceive the nations. (Revelation 20:7-10)

ANGELS – SATAN'S WORK

1. SATAN'S SPHERE OF OPERATIONS AMONG MANKIND (Psalm 109:6-l3)
a) Satan blinds mankind to the truth of the Word of God by means of religion. (v.7)

b) He has the power to shorten life. (v 8a)

c) He can remove persons from a place of authority (v 8b)

d) Satan can kill (v 9)

e) He can persecute children (v 10)

f) He can remove wealth (v 11)

g) Satan can turn people against each other (v. 12)

h) He can cut off man's posterity to the second generation (v. 13)

2. SATAN AS A KILLER

a) He has the power of death (Hebrews 2:14, 15)
b) Killed Job's children (Job 1:12, 18,19)
c) Motivated Cain to murder Abel (John 8:44, cf. 1 John 3:12)

d) Often administers the sin unto death (1 Corinthians 5:5)
3. SATAN AS A SOURCE OF DISEASE

a) Was responsible for Paul's "thorn in the flesh" (2 Corinthians 12:7)
b) Produced illness in Job (Job 2:6-8)

c) Uses his demons to inflict diseases (Matthew 12:22, Luke 13:16, Acts 10:38)
d) Causes certain types of deafness, dumbness, paralysis and crippling effects by means of demon possession (Matthew 4:24, 12:22, Mark 9:17, 18)
e) When demon possession causes the affliction, the removal of the demon or demons produces an instant cure (Matthew 10:1, Mark 1:32-34, 6:13, Acts 8:7, 19:12)
4. SATAN AS AN INSTRUMENT OF DISCIPLINE

a) Desired to discipline Peter (Luke 22:31, 32)
b) Was authorised to discipline the Corinthian adulterer (1 Corinthians 5:5)
c) Was called upon by the Apostle Paul to administer extreme discipline to Hymenaeus and Alexander (1 Timothy 1:19,20)
d) May become involved in the discipline of ministers and deacons (1 Timothy 3:6, 7)
e) Attacks through a believer's lack of forgiveness and orientation to grace (2 Corinthians 2:10, 1I)
5. SATAN AS A HEALER

a) Healing was a temporary spiritual gift before the completion of the Canon of Scripture (Acts 19:11, 12, cf Philippians 2:27, 2 Timothy 4:20)

b) God still heals today (Philippians 2:27)
c) Since Satan possesses the power of disease he often counterfeits healing by the removal of demons (Matthew 12:24, 24:24, 2 Thessalonians 2:9, Revelation 16:14)

6. CHARACTERISTICS OF DEMON POSSESSION

a) Loss of individuality:  the demon-possessed person no longer has control of faculties of the soul (Mark 5:1-13, Luke 8:27, 9:39, 40)

b) Abnormal behaviour:

i) Convulsions (Mark 1:26, 9:20, Luke 4:35)

ii) Violence (Matthew 8:28)
iii) Abnormal strength (Mark 5:4, Luke 8:29, Acts 19:16)
iv) Raving (Mark 5:5)
v) Foaming at the mouth (Mark 9:20)
vi) Nakedness (Luke 8:27)
c) Loss of health:

i) Dumbness (Mark 9:17, Luke 11:14)
ii) Deafness and dumbness (Mark 9:25)
iii) Blindness and dumbness (Matthew 12:22)
iv) Epilepsy (Mark 1:26, 9:20, Luke 4:35)
v) Mental illness (Mark 5:15)
7. DEMON POSSESSION EXPLAINS:

a) So called divine healing

b) Alleged speaking in tongues

c) Faked contact with the dead (1 Samuel 28)
d) Success of self styled exorcists

e) Rise of certain world leaders (2 Thessalonians 2.9, Revelation 16:13, 14)

f) Cause of some wars (Revelation 20:8)
g) Reincarnation

h) Fortune telling (Acts 16:16)
ANGELS – SATANIC REVIVAL

1. Satan has evangelists. (2 Corinthians 11:13-16)
2. These evangelists preach another gospel. (2 Corinthians 11:3-4, Galatians 1:6-9)
3. Behind every satanic revival is satanic doctrine. (1 Timothy 4:1)
4. Satan has a communion table. (1 Corinthians 10:19-22)
5. Satan has counterfeit righteousness in his religious system. (Matthew 23:1-36)
6. In the satanic revival he has a smokescreen. (2 Corinthians 4:3-4)
7. Satan has an angelic organisation. (Ephesians 6:12)
ANGELS – SATAN’S TACTICS

TACTICS

These are the techniques used by Satan to try and achieve his strategy. His main tactic is implied in John 8:44 where he is seen as the father of lies. There is no truth in Satan. He is a liar and has been from the beginning. The only truth is Christ the Word. Any one who deliberately distorts the truth is working for Satan. Rejection of Christianity is a rejection of the truth. By application all religions are therefore false.

Christians as a whole have failed to move out into all the areas of life and therefore have not claimed leadership in these areas and they have been forfeited to the unbeliever. Such areas include literature, history, philosophy, music, science and the like. 

The Christian should be a conqueror ideologically and not militarily. During this time Satan tries to cause conflicts such as creation versus evolution, relativism versus absolute values, internationalism versus nationalism. In the international area he causes war and strife.

Satan tries to confuse the believer. In Romans 6:6-11 the Bible says that the sin nature shall not have dominion over you. We are told to resist the devil and he will flee from you. Sometimes when we resist it does not work because the temptation is from your sin nature. You need to apply relevant Scriptures to your situation.

Satan will try and mislead you in the area of divine guidance. Satan can set up situations that will lead you out of the geographical will of God which can even extend to martyrdom. You need to do things in the Lord’s timing. Satan also perverts Scripture as seen in Luke 4:11 with the temptation of the Lord Jesus Christ where he misquotes Psalm 91:10,11
When people wrote the Scriptures they did not sit around with a blank mind. They used their minds and were led by the Holy Spirit as to what to write. When they had visions or dreams their minds were not turned off. When confronted by the Lord Jesus Christ Paul spoke to Him, He used his mentality.

In 2 Corinthians 11 ministers can act as messengers from Satan. Part of the Satanic attack is to get people to look inwardly rather than at their position at the right hand of the Father. With the case of suffering and sickness its source is sometimes difficult to determine as it can be the purpose of God or it can be an attack of Satan. This is hard to discern. 

Often the more spectacular manifestations is the method used to distract one from more important things such as studying and applying the Word.

With regards to the Word we have the teaching of false doctrine such as saying that Christ did not actually die on the Cross, that He was neither truly human nor divine.

In relation to the gospel we have the picture in the parable of the Sower and the Seed, of the bird coming down and taking away the seed that is sown. In regard to worship he will mock God through senseless words. Matthew 16 tells of Christ commanding Peter to get behind him as Peter is enthusiastic but has wrong concepts which Jesus saw as Satanic in origin as they did not conform to the Word of God. In Acts 5 Satan filled the heart of Ananias and Sapphira. He works in the children of disobedience.

Spiritism and Occultism is something that the Christian should not dabble in. In Deuteronomy 18:9 the Jews were told not to seek guidance from spiritism or occultism. The main attacks on the church nowadays are not through cults but through spiritism and eastern religions and drugs. This is an attempt to break down the mentality of the soul. By these means you are opening the person up to demonic forces.

NOTES
CHAPTER 9 - THE DESCENT OF MAN IN THE SIGHT OF GOD
INTRODUCTION

We are told time and again that man is getting better all the time but the opposite is seen when viewed from God’s Viewpoint. 

This is shown in dividing the History of Man into stages which start in belief and finish with Global Divine Judgments. 

CIVILISATIONS AND GLOBAL DIVINE JUDGMENTS 

DEFINITION - A Civilisation is defined as a period of time which starts with Believers only and end with Global Judgement.

The Civilisations covering the 7000 year history of Man are therefore divided into the following three periods:- 

Civilisation 1 – Commences with Adam in innocence and in a relationship with God and terminates with the Global Judgment of Noah’s Flood where unbelievers are removed from the Plan of God.

Civilisation 2  - Commences with the eight believers who survived the Global Flood and terminates with the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ where unbelievers are removed from the Plan of God.

Civilisation 3 – Commences with Believers only who have survived the Great Tribulation and enter the Millennial Reign of the Lord Jesus Christ and terminates at the end of a thousand years with fire coming from heaven where unbelievers are removed from the Plan of God.

CIVILISATION 1 

This started with Adam in Innocence and terminated with the Global Judgment of the Universal Flood.  

The result of the Flood was that all unbelievers were killed, and eight people, Noah and his Family, formed the group of believers who commenced the next Civilisation, and from whom we all descend. 

It is of interest that the current world population conforms to the total population around the time of the Universal Flood being compatible with the eight survivors of the Flood, Noah and his family.
WARNING FOR CIVILISATION 1

In the case of the first civilisation which concluded with the global judgment of the Flood. Genesis 6:1-9 states “1 And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them, 2 That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose. 3 And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years. 4 There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown. 5 And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. 7 And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them.” This passage indicates in verse 3 that there was extensive warning of judgment which apart from Noah was universally ignored.

We note in Genesis 6:3 that God gave 120 years of warning regarding forthcoming judgment which is compatible with God being not willing that any should perish as seen in, Isaiah 28:21, Ezekiel 33:8-11, and in 2 Peter 3:9.
PROVISION FOR BELIEVERS OF CIVILISATION 1

God also made detailed provision in designing the Ark so that believers were divinely protected from judgment. This is totally compatible with His love and care for believers. Psalm 46:1-11, Romans 8:1. 
CIVILISATION 2  THE POST FLOOD CIVILISATION

Starting with Noah and his family this civilisation terminates with the Global Judgment associated with the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. This is dealt with by our Lord predominantly in Matthew 25.
This global judgment is, we believe at EBCWA, the one which we all as a generation are rapidly approaching.  We believe many in our current generation will face this on the earth, and that we as ambassadors for Christ need to consider all these things in our walk with our Lord through the limited days we have upon this temporary planet.   Ephesians 5:14-21, 2 Peter 3:10-18.
MATTHEW 25–THE UNIVERSAL JUDGMENT AT THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST - INTRODUCTION
Matthew 25 deals with the Baptism of Fire and entry into the Millennial Reign of Christ. It is a time of great separation. We see this in the wise and foolish virgins of verses 1-13, the good and bad servants in verses 14 to 30, and the sheep and the goats of verses 31-46.

Verses 1-30 deal with the judgment as far as Jews are concerned while verses 31 to 46 deal with the Gentiles.

JUDGMENTS

There are seven judgments in history from the Cross to Eternity future.
[1]
The judgment of the sins of humanity borne by Jesus Christ at the Cross.

[2]
Self judgment of personal sins by the believer in time. 1 Corinthians 11:31.
[3]
Evaluation of the production of the believer in time at the Bema Seat of Christ.1 Corinthians 3:11-15
[4]
Baptism of Fire for the Jews - Matthew 25:1-30.
[5]
Baptism of Fire for the Gentiles - Matthew 25:31-46.
[6]
Judging of fallen angels at their removal to the Lake of Fire.

[7]
The Great White Throne judgment of unbelievers at the end of time – Revelation 20:11-15.
We are now therefore looking at judgments 4 and 5 and how we are being warned about its imminence.

In talking about the Baptism of Fire it is necessary to define baptism. The word baptism is a transliteration of the Greek word baptizo, which means to identify one object with another so that the first object is changed. 

It should be noted that there are two types of baptism, real where a real change takes place, of which there are four in the Bible, and ritual or representative baptism, where the baptism represents something. 

The three representative baptisms all involve water, the Baptism of John the Baptist where the baptism showed the relationship of an Old Testament believer with the Kingdom, the baptism of Jesus which showed uniquely our Lord’s relationship with the Plan of God and the Church Age believer’s baptism which is an outward representation of new life in Christ.

The real baptisms relate to actual changes, 

The Baptism of Moses where Moses was identified with the Shekinah Glory and the Israelites were identified with Moses.

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit where all believers at the point of salvation in the present age are identified with the Holy Spirit enabling them to undertake the works of God.

The Baptism of the Cup, where the sins of the world were so identified with Christ, that He who knew no sin was made sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.   2 Corinthians 5:17-21.
The Baptism of Fire where unbelievers are identified with fire forever. We see three of the baptisms in Matthew 3:11, and amplification of the baptism of fire in verse 12. 
Matthew 3:11,12.  “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance. but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: 12  Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
In verse 12 we see the method of separating the wheat from the chaff in the ancient world. The fan is a winnowing shovel in which the mixture of wheat and chaff was thrown up into the air. This action took place in a cave or shed with a prevailing wind blowing through it. 
After many repeated actions all the wheat would be in the shed while the lighter chaff was taken outside by the wind.  The chaff was then burnt as useless material. It is of interest that the Greek word for unquenchable in verse 12 is asbestos which we associate with fire and heat protection.

By analogy the Lord Jesus Christ will separate believers from unbelievers both Jews and Gentiles alike. The believers will remain in His care and proceed in their physical bodies into the Millennium while the unbelievers will be removed and subject to eternal fire. In chapter 25 it is therefore the last baptism that we are dealing with, the baptism of fire.
MATTHEW 25:1-13 – THE WISE AND FOOLISH VIRGINS

“1  Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 2  And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 3  They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: 4  But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 5  While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. 6  And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. 7  Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 8  And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. 9  But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. 10  And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut. 11  Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. 12  But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. 13  Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.”
The illustration relates to the customs of a Jewish Wedding at the time of Christ.   The Jewish wedding ceremony was very simple with the Bridegroom coming to the Bride’s house and receiving the Bride from her father. Prior to this the dowry price has been arranged and paid. 
The bridegroom and bride became man and wife as soon as they had left the bride’s father’s house. They would then proceed to the wedding banquet at the groom’s house where many of their friends were. The banquet could last from one to thirty days depending on the wealth of the parents and the local custom/situation.

Having left the Bride’s house the bride is taken to the Groom’s house where she is dressed for the banquet. The friends of the bridegroom would be at the banqueting hall enjoying food and drink but the friend of the bride used to wait outside the hall to greet the newly wed couple and follow the bride and groom into the hall as a matter of protocol.

In this example the groom is the Lord Jesus Christ, the Bride are the Church age believers, the Friends of the Groom are the Old Testament Saints and friends of the Bride are Jews from the Tribulation who have survived until the Second Coming. 

This passage starts with the word “tote” which means at that time. There is therefore no logical chapter break between chapters 24 and 25. 

The Kingdom of heaven here is the Millennial Reign of Christ which will commence after the Second Advent. The kingdom is on earth, but it has it’s source in heaven. 

The friends of the bride had to provide their own light as most Jewish weddings were at night and they were therefore outside in the dark.  They had plenty of time after their invitation to obtain their oil and lamps.
All of the friends of the Bride have heard the gospel during the Tribulation from one or more sources, the 144,000 Jewish witnesses of Revelation 7, their converts in Revelation 7, the two witnesses in Revelation 11 and the mighty angel in Revelation 14:6. 

In the parable, five of them accepted the message; five did not. The lamps represents their free will, and the oil is the empowerment of the Holy Spirit in relation to the positive attitude towards the gospel. 

In verse 5 the Second Advent occurs. The lamps are not to be lit until the groom arrives. Some have fuel, and some have not.  At midnight the Bride and Groom arrive. The word cry in this verse is in the perfect tense, which means there was a cry aloud which had eternal consequences for all who heard it. 

All ten are relaxed as they are laying down and periodically sleeping. In the English slumbering and sleeping are the same thing, but examination of the verb translated sleep means to lie down and implies sleep. It is in the imperfect tense meaning that they continually were lying down whilst the verb translated slumber is in the aorist tense meaning that periodically they are falling asleep. In summary none of the ten are alert. They are tired of waiting, but five, while not alert, are at least prepared.

In many cases of important weddings crowds would line the streets and as the couple passed there would be shouts of acclamation. The roar of the cry became greater as the couple approached this conforming to the imperfect tense. 

The people were therefore aware the groom and bride were coming because of the cheering. When they hear the cheers in the distance they receive rousing [passive voice] and trim their lamps, and light their lamps to welcome the couple. Some get their lamps lit, some do not. 

The foolish virgins find they do not have any oil for the lamps and try to get some from those who are prepared but they are told to go and get oil for themselves. You have to have your own oil and make your own decisions to be ready for what the Lord has openly revealed beforehand.

In verse 8 the asking for oil is in the aorist tense which is a point in time, but the word for give is in the imperative mood, they command the gift of the oil. This is because their lamps have gone out, present tense showing they have gone out permanently and passive voice, the lamps have received going out through lack of oil, the indicative mood is the reality that the lamps are out.

While the unprepared women were away the bride and groom arrived and the wise/prepared women went in and the door was shut. Afterwards the others came back but were not allowed in.

They plead at the door but the Lord tells them that he does not know them. Matthew 7:13-23 refers to this principle.  There is no relationship between the Lord and an unbeliever. The illustration concludes with a command to be alert because you do not know the day or hour when the Lord will return.

APPLICATION

Each person is responsible for their own lives and being prepared to appear before our Lord.

Every one has to make their own decision about the Lord Jesus Christ. It is a matter of free will and not one made by others. 

There are no second chances as far as salvation is concerned. It is quite clear that first comes death and then the judgment. You either accept the free gift of salvation or you are judged according to your works and found wanting.  Fake or “make believers” are simply even more deluded unbelievers!
There are no unbelievers in eternity but it is, “What think ye of Christ” in time that counts.

We in the Church Age do not know when the Lord will return to take the Body of Christ home to be His Bride.

PARABLE OF THE TALENTS – JUDGMENT OF THE JEWS AT THE SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST

MATTHEW 25:14-30.
We now go to production in the Tribulation period with the producers being believers and the non producers the unbelievers. In verses 14-30 we have the Jews considered while in verses 31-46 the case of individual Gentiles is examined.

“14  For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. 15  And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey.” 

The phrase “kingdom of heaven” is not found in the original. The man travelling into the far country is the Lord Jesus Christ with the far country being heaven. By travelling He is absent from the people and various groups have to represent Him during His absence. Soon after the resurrection and ascension which demonstrated His departure a new group of people became responsible for representing Him on earth – the Church. 

The Church Age is however overlooked and the people in focus here are the Jews in the Tribulation period. Recognising this is the last seven years of the Jewish Dispensation the Jews have the primary responsibility of evangelising and assisting in the dissemination of the Word of God.

In this passage we have three Jews, two believers and an unbeliever. The two believers have a different amount of assets given to them showing that no two believers are equal in this life other than the method of entry into the Christian life.

“16  Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other five talents. 17  And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two. 18  But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord's money.” 

The believer who had five talents given to him made five talents more. Similarly the two talent man made two talents more. Here we have production. Not all production by believers is the same.

In contrast the unbelieving Jew cannot produce and he does nothing with what he is given. He has a very negative view of the man who has left on a journey abroad.

“19  After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them. 20  And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more. 21  His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 22  He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them. 23  His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.” 

Now we see the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ where a reckoning takes place as to the performance of His creation. Both the five and two talent men declare their production. Both are commended for their work and both receive the commendation “well done good and faithful servant”. They have done things of intrinsic value.

Both the believers have been faithful in their work for the Lord and as such they are rewarded with rulership over greater matters by our Lord. Enter into the joy of the Lord relates to an invitation to enter the Millennium. 

“24  Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed: 25  And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine. 26  His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed: 27  Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury.” 

Because he is a Jew the unbelieving Jew of the Tribulation receives the responsibility of being the servant of the Lord during the Tribulation. He however has a very negative view of Christ and does absolutely nothing with the talent that he has received. 

Jesus calls this Jew wicked because he has not responded to Him and slothful as this shows complete disinterest in the Lord and His plan. There has been no activity not even putting the money in the bank to receive interest.

“28  Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents. 29  For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath. 30  And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
The talent is taken from the unbeliever and given to the believer. This shows that production while in a physical body continues on into the Millennium. The believers will continue to lead people to the Lord in the Millennium.

There are going to be marvellous rewards and prosperity in the Millennium for those believers who survive the Tribulation period.

The unbeliever’s time however has run out and he is cast into outer darkness. The weeping and gnashing of teeth shows great sorrow and frustration as the unbeliever recognises that he has missed out on eternal life and rewards and has nothing to look forward to.

APPLICATION

No two believers are equal in this life other than the method of entry into the Christian life.

In the Tribulation the Jews are the custodians of the Word of God, in the Church Age each believer has that responsibility and is an Ambassador for Christ.
We see the Tribulational saints receive their rewards at the Second Advent of Christ.

The people who have produced will be rewarded abundantly.

At the Second Advent all will recognise Jesus Christ as God as every eye will see Him.

THE SHEEP AND GOATS JUDGMENT OF THE GENTILES AT THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST 

MATTHEW 25:31-46 “When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: 32  And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: 33  And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.”
This section of Matthew 25 deals with the judgment of the Gentiles at the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. This occurs immediately after the time of the Tribulation. 
The picture here is of the Lord Jesus Christ, who is called the “Son of Man” coming back in great glory to the earth with his Holy Angels. As far as Satan is concerned this ends his opportunity to deceive people, as he is held in prison and for the one thousand year reign of the Lord Jesus Christ on the earth.  Revelation 19:16-20:6.
The word “nations” in this passage does not refer to nations as a whole, but refers to individuals within all of the Gentile nations. Just as the Jews have been split between believers and unbelievers in the previous section, so the Gentiles are similarly treated in this section of Matthew 25. 

There are a number of places in the Scriptures where the word “ethnos” is used for Gentile Cultures rather than nations although it is translated as such as well. Matthew 6:31,32, 12:21, 20:19 Acts 11:18, 15:3, 26:20. 
Here the Gentiles are separated one from another depending on their attitude towards Jesus, and their service for him through this terrible time.  It is a time where fence sitting over the issue of the identity of Jesus is impossible; people are either for Him or against Him.

And the Gentiles are separated into two groups, with believers classified as the sheep, going to the right hand, the hand of blessing, and the goats, the unbelievers, going to the left hand, the hand of judgment/cursing.  Deuteronomy 27:9 – 28:19, 30:11-20.   All Mankind must face the issue; will we choose life, or choose death?   Isaiah 43:11, Acts 2:38-40, 4:12, 16:31. Will we worship and serve the Lord, or will we serve our own lusts?

In the ancient world a King would raise his right hand for yes, and his left hand for no, rather than speaking all the time. In this way he would be able to give the judgment without wearing out his voice.  To go one way was to receive blessing, and to go the other way was to be executed.  There was no third option; there is no “fence sitting” on eternal matters.  1 Kings 18:21, 36-40.
“34  Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35  For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: 36  Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 37  Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 38  When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? 39  Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? 40  And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.”
The Lord Jesus Christ first of all addresses the Gentile believers on his right hand. He calls them blessed, and invites them to inherit the kingdom prepared for them from the foundation of the world. It is the pointed reminder that the Plan of God is from eternity past, and the Lord has provided for all who will ever bow their knee in time, from well before time!  
We cannot have a thought that isn’t limited by space and time, but the Lord’s plan comes from beyond our limitations.  We are blessed forever in Him.  We only get a glimpse of the glory of what the Lord has for us – the best is still yet to come for all of us in Christ Jesus.  1 Corinthians 13:8-13.
The Scriptures make it quite clear that it is not by works of righteousness that we have done but that we are saved by the grace and mercy of God through faith. Isaiah 64:4-7. These people are not saved by doing these things but they have done great and marvellous things because they are saved.  James 2:12-26. 

It is extremely dangerous to do these gracious things in the Tribulation, as the evil authorities are constantly attempting to kill believers as Enemies of the State.   These people have put their lives on the line to help the Jews and other believers and proved they are believers in Jesus by so walking in the Holy Spirit’s filling and power, and witnessing to the truth about Jesus in the most difficult days on the planet.

In addition everybody has a free will, and there’s a potential for all to be saved, even in these dark days, because Christ died for all, at all time periods. 1 John 2:1-2.  
However it is also noted that God foreknew how every free will would ever respond to His call of grace, and thus the future of the sheep is assured, and has been provided for them prior to the foundation of the world.

These referred to as “my brethren” appears to relate to the 144,000 Jews of Revelation 7:1-8. These Gentiles have had a gracious and loving attitude towards those who led them to the Lord. Their response under the pressure of the Tribulation is fantastic; they protect their evangelists and support their work when such support can cost them their lives. 
They are shown in Revelation 7:16-17, where they have been under great pressure. “They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. 17  For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.”
Matthew 25:41.  “Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 42  For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 43  I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. 44  Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? 45  Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me. 46  And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.”
The goats are the unbelievers who have not only not supported the evangelists of that evil day, but have either ignored them, or actively opposed them. Active opposition or passive indifference still kills and hurts good people at all times.  We can sin by omission equally as by commission.  
In the Holocaust time frame (an exactly similar time frame of three and a half years) many evil men and women actively murdered the Jews and others, but other people just closed their eyes to what was happening, and they are considered by the Lord equally guilty to the men who ran the death camps.  

Without the apathy of the majority the death camps could not have operated, and just as in the Holocaust period there will be many in the Tribulation Period who simply ignored the suffering of the Jews and the believers in Jesus. 
At a distance they look like good people, just as goats can look like sheep from a distance, but the Lord separates these “goats” for judgment for their silent complicity in evil. God calls these “goats” cursed. 
The verb is in the perfect tense meaning that they were cursed in the past, so that they will be cursed forever. This reflects the status of all unbelievers as seen in John 3:36.  “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” Here the word “abide” is in the perfect tense. They are destined for the Lake of Fire because they had not trusted in Christ. 

These people being unbelievers were not interested in doing things of eternal worth, and this was demonstrated by the negative attitude towards believers and specifically the 144,000 Jewish believers during this time. 
Their calculated indifference flows from a heart that is far from God, whatever they say in public about their moral standards, or their deistic belief in a creator.  Psalm 105:15, Proverbs 14:31, 17:5, 21:13, 17, 29-31. 
They may claim the belief in a “mind behind the universe, but such “belief” is not worthy of the name of faith, for it has no out-working. Their “faith” is no better than the demons who tremble at the thought of the reality of God’s existence but will not worship his majesty, nor will they serve Him.  James 2:19-20.

APPLICATION

We see from this passage that the Gentiles are also active in the Tribulation, and the message of the Gospel divides all people groups down the middle.  Matthew 10:34-36. 

In Revelation chapter seven we have the 144,000 Jewish witnesses in verses 1-8 with the following verses focusing in on their Gentile converts.

As unbelievers we were cursed in the past and remain cursed unless we are born from above. John 3:18,  “He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”

In order to live with God forever you need a relationship with God through the Lord Jesus Christ. 

CONCLUSION 

As the potential for all the prophecies of the Second Coming of Christ to be fulfilled in our present generation the opportunity to be saved will not be available for all the time as judgment occurs when Christ returns.  It could be rightly said of our generation that, “Salvation is available for a limited time only”.
WARNING FOR CIVILISATION 2

This civilisation finishes in judgment and separation of believers and unbelievers at the time of the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ to the earth to set up His Millennial Kingdom. 
How long has God been warning humanity about forthcoming judgment? I place it as around 100 years as a major prophecy of the Second Coming states in Matthew 24:6-8.  “And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 8 All these are the beginning of sorrows”. 

The phrase nation against nation predicts World Wars rather than local wars. In this passage therefore the beginning of sorrows is seen to be related to simultaneous World Wide Warfare. 
The First World War started in 1914 and in 1917 the Balfour Declaration promised a homeland for the Jews, and fifty years later in 1967 the Israeli Army captured all of Jerusalem. After the First World War in January 1920 the League of Nations was formed; a prototype of the coming One World Government. 
To the discerning Christian eye these events could be seen to be the commencement of Divine Warnings of the end of the Second Civilisation.  (Reflection - If the same time of warning applies, we have a maximum of only 120 years from the start of the time period to its ending with judgment.)

Allowing for the seven years of Tribulation the warning equates to that recorded before the Flood. In large measure these warnings have been generally ignored, with Jesus alluding to this in Matthew 24:37-38.

Unlike the First Civilisation where there was one Global Divine Judgment the end of the Second is preceded by a large number of Divine Judgments with the arrival of the Lord Jesus Christ terminating them. 

We also need to define the difference between Divine Judgments and the increasing level of evil which is generated by Satan and members of the human race as the time of the end approaches.  2 Timothy 3:1-4, 4:3-5.

The Global Divine Judgments noted in the Revelation are 7 Seal judgments, 7 Trumpet Judgments, and 7 Bowl Judgments. At His First Coming the Lord Jesus Christ provided in grace the possibility of salvation for all, the Second Coming is the judgement time for all living humanity before setting up His 1000 year reign.

TWO GROUPS OF BELIEVERS DIVIDED BY THE RAPTURE
There are two groups of Believers involved at the end of Civilisation 2; those who have trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ prior to the start of the Divine Judgments, and those who trust in the Lord during the period of judgments.

THE FIRST GROUP is called the Church, which comprises all believers from the Feast of Pentecost of AD 32 onwards until removed by the Lord. The Church is called the Body of Christ and will become the Virgin Bride of Christ, with Jesus Christ being our Bridegroom. 

In conformity with His provision for Noah, the Body of Christ, the Church will be removed prior to the Global Divine Judgments, as all members of the Church are already trusting in the Lord for their salvation. Romans 8:1.  “There is therefore now No condemnation [judgment] to them which are in Christ Jesus”. 

THE SECOND GROUP comprise all those who have not accepted the Lord at the time of the Rapture but will become believers during the time of the Global Divine Judgments (Tribulation). Many of those will survive the Judgments, as God “shortens the days” (Study the Book of Revelation to see what this phrase covers) so that biblically obedient believers from this period survive. They remain to repopulate the earth in the Millennium in a similar way to the repopulation of the Earth after the Flood.

CIVILISATION 3 

This Civilisation is the Millennium, which starts with believers only as in the previous Civilisations. Through the 1000 years all believers are protected by God. 
However on the release of Satan myriads of people, the unbelievers, will follow him and be destroyed by fire from God as shown in Revelation 20:7-9. “And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 8 And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog, and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 9 And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them.”
At the end of the Millennium the Lord Jesus Christ judges all unbelievers from throughout time at the Great White Throne or Last Judgment. Revelation 20:11-15 
COMMENT - Those who are born in the Millennium, into perfect environment, still have to accept the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour. Many however will not do so. 

This shows the strength of the negative attitude of sinful man as the world in the Millennium will have a perfect environment, perfect conditions and there will be no satanic intervention to deceive them.  In addition the Word of God will cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. 
THE WARNING GIVEN TO CIVILISATION 3  - With Christ on the throne 1000 years of warning is clearly given to humanity due to the universal coverage of the Word of God.
NOTES
CHAPTER 10 - OUR CHOICE RELATIONSHIP OR RELIGION [see also book 115]
INTRODUCTION

RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD OR RELIGION 
1
The richest man in the cemetery is still a corpse – and all men know death mocks their wealth, their power and their status in time.  Man hungers for fellowship with God, or at least understanding of the meaning of their very brief existence here on earth in space and time. Religion answers from man’s perspective – reaching up towards God or philosophy, but Christianity gives the good news that God has reached down to meet man’s true needs and open the door to genuine fellowship with their Maker and their Saviour from sin and death.

2.
There is an essential mystery at the heart of man’s existence in this space-time bound universe.  We understand the concept of eternity but are unable to reach it.  The “good news” is, that in the incarnation, Jesus Christ has entered space and time and opened the door to enable us to enter eternity with him.

3.
Man selects his path through this life and his destiny in eternity by this choice in time and space.  One path is characterized by revelation, absolutes, accountability and righteousness, the other by relativism, and an arrogant rejection of all that Christ preaches and stands for.   

4.
Religion is the satanic counterfeit of the truth of relationship through grace by faith in Christ Jesus.  Religion seeks God’s approval by works and ritual, whereas Christianity delivers the truth that relationship is only available through the completed work of Jesus on our behalf, and our full acceptance of God’s terms for relationship.

5.
Religion in all its forms falls short of the righteous standards of Almighty God.  Only grace meets the standards, for it is God’s gift to us.

6.
The challenge the creator gives us is that Sin and Death must be eliminated in this present universe, for there is no place for them in eternity.  Only the person and work of Jesus Christ achieves the aim of eliminating sin and death, and so there is blessed entry into eternity only of those in living relationship with Him.

7.
Living faith is embracing the truth about the fact that this is the “visited planet” and that in grace the maker has spoken fully and finally to his creation, and acted fully and finally to deliver mankind salvation.   
The journey we are all on in this life has only one end point and that is the end of this space and time universe in fire.  We are either with Jesus or we are bound up forever with this doomed universe – for this universe implodes and becomes the “Lake of Fire”.  2 Peter 3:10-13, Revelation 20:11-15, 21:8, 27.   

8. 
Man is either “with Jesus”, or with the enemy in the Lake of Fire – for that is where the evils of the old creation are forever to be locked away, without any distress to those fellowshipping with the Lord forever – for all have made their choices freely.  
The choice bluntly put to mankind is – will it be your works that you depend upon to save you, or will you accept Christ’s work to save you?   

The Bible makes it clear that mankind has only two options; religion or relationship.  Do you believe you are fit and ready for the eternal state without God’s provision for you?  
We must either accept Christ’s work for us, or depend upon our works, as Cain did all those years ago.  
What will it be?  Let us proclaim the stark choice and its eternal consequences.

Let us make the truth known and give none excuse before their Maker and Saviour.

SUMMARY OF RELATIONSHIP AND RELIGION 
The chart below indicates in outline form the way in which various religions around the world use in the search for a relationship with God. Biblical Christianity is unique relying totally on faith in Christ John 14:6. 

	BELIEF SYSTEM
	GOD
	FIGURE

HEAD
	SALVATION
	AFTERLIFE
	MAIN RITUALS
	WORLD

VIEW
	BOOKS 

	Biblical Christianity
	Trinity 
	Jesus Christ
	By faith alone in Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection 
	Heaven for the saved or Hell for the unsaved
	Baptism, Communion
	Monotheistic 
	Bible 

	Christendom
	God
	Various 
	Salvation through the Church and Ritual
	Purgatory, Heaven 

Hell
	Mass, Confirmation, Baptism 
	Monotheistic
	Bible

	Bahai
	Creator God
	None
	After death your soul gets closer to god
	Heaven and Hell  are spiritual conditions
	Fasting
	Monotheistic
	Baha u llah

	Buddhism
	None
	Various including Dalai Lama
	None required as sin does not exist
	Reincarnation or Nirvana No heaven or hell
	Meditation, Mantra, Incense, Koan   
	Atheistic
	Sutras

	Confucianism
	None
	Confucius
	Improvement through knowledge 
	Life focussed on the life on earth
	Temple worship and family shrines
	Atheistic
	Wu Jing

	Hare Krishna 
	Krishna is chief God 
	Various
	Reincarnation until worthy to serve Krishna 
	Breaking the cycle to get to serve Krishna 
	Chanting, living a good life  Vegetarianism
	Monotheistic and Polytheism 
	Bhagavad Gita

	Hinduism
	Many gods
	None specific
	Reincarnation until Enlightened 
	Reincarnation or Nirvana 
	Prayer and offering three times a day
	Polytheistic 
	Vedas,[BG] Upanisads

	Islam
	Allah
	Muhammad
	Allah prefers power over mercy, judgment over grace
	Paradise for good people , Hell for bad people
	Pray five times a day Fasting, Tithing Pilgrimage 
	Monotheistic
	Koran

	Jainism
	None
	Mahavira
	Reincarnation until final liberation
	Liberation after reincarnations
	Meditation, Prayer and Confession
	Atheistic
	45 Agmas

	Judaism
	God 
	Moses, Rabbis
	Strict Observance of the Law
	Heaven after resurrection
	Sabbath and Feasts
	Monotheistic
	Talmud, Mishna  

O T

	Shinto
	None
	None
	Improvement in life on the earth
	Life focussed on the life on earth 
	Shrine worship
	Polytheistic
	Kojiki, Nihongi 

	Sikhism
	Naam
	Ranjit Singh
	None, continual reincarnation
	Reincarnation 
	Prayers and Baptism
	Monotheistic 
	Granth Sahib, Adi Granth

	Taoism
	None
	Lao and Chang Tzu
	Yin and Yang
	Focus on achieving immortality and Tao
	Passivism and rituals at funerals 
	Atheistic
	Tao te King

	Vedanta 
	God in you 
	Hindu Monks
	Reincarnation until final liberation
	Heaven not permanent
	Yoga in four formats need to be balanced
	Theism
	The Vedas

	Zoroastrianism
	Ahura Mazda
	Zoroaster
	Type of life on earth

Series of saviours
	Eventually all get to heaven
	Good Thoughts, Works and Deeds
	Monotheistic
	The Avesta


Note: The difference between Biblical Christianity and Christendom is that Biblical Christianity relies on a personal relationship with God through faith in Jesus Christ while Christendom relies on works and ritual.  This does not imply that there are no people with a personal relationship with Jesus Christ in the “Christendom type of church”.
GOD – PLAN OF GOD

1. In eternity past, God designed a plan for every believer, which takes into account every event and decision in human history.

2. The plan centres on the person of Jesus Christ. (1 John 3:23, Ephesians 1:4-6)
3. Entrance into the plan is based on the principle of grace (Ephesians 2:8, 9) where the sovereignty of God and the free will of Man meet at the cross. God brings salvation which is complete, Man brings his faith.

4. God's plan was so designed so as to include all events and actions. (1 Peter 1:2)
5. Under His plan God has decreed to do some things directly and some through agencies, Israel, the Church.

6. Without interfering with human free will in any way God has designed a plan so perfect that it includes cause and effect, as well as provision, preservation and function.

7. There are many functions in the Plan of God. They all constitute one whole comprehensive plan which is perfect, eternal and unchangeable.

8. The plan of God is consistent with human freedom and does not limit or coerce human free will. Distinction should be made between what God causes and what God permits. God causes the Cross but permits sin. God is neither the author of sin nor sponsors sin.

9. His plan portrays that man has free will. God never condones sin in the human race. Man started in perfect environment and innocence. Man sinned of his own free will. Man will sin in the perfect environment of the Millennium.

10. Distinction should be made between the divine plans which are related to the plan of God and divine laws which regulate human conduct on the earth. Divine laws occur in time, divine plans occur in eternity.

11. God's plans derive from His foreknowledge. He recognised in eternity past those things which are certain. The foreknowledge of God makes no things certain, but only perceives in eternity past those things that are certain.

12. There is a difference between foreknowledge and fore ordination. Fore ordination establishes certainty but does not provide for the certainty which is established. It is the plan that provides. (Romans 8:29, Acts 2:23, 1 Peter 1:2)
13. Therefore the elect are foreknown and the foreknown are elect. God knew in eternity past what way each free will would go for each particular problem in life. God does not coerce human free will but He does know what way each free will will choose at any given time. As free will decides so God provides.

14. Since God cannot contradict His own character He plans the best for the believer. God is perfect, His plan and provisions are therefore perfect.

15. The cross was planned in eternity past but the human free will of Christ decided for the cross at Gethsemane. (Matthew 26:39-42) God has provided salvation through the cross and it is a free will decision as to whether one accepts it or not.

16. No plan in itself opposes human freedom but once a choice is made from the free will then the plan limits your human freedom. At the same time it gives you the freedom to love and appreciate God. God lays down the means of living the Christian life. 

WHAT IS GOD’S WILL FOR THE HUMAN RACE? 

It is clear from 2 Peter 3:9  that God is not willing for any to perish. “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”
SALVATION – ATONEMENT – UNLIMITED ATONEMENT

1. Definition:

a) The totally effective work of Christ on the cross to pay the penalty of sin on behalf of mankind.

b) Atonement as a noun means reconciliation after enmity and includes reparation made for wrong or injury.

c) The verb has several related meanings such as to be at one, to be in accordance, to make reparation or amends, to make up for errors or deficiencies, to reconcile.

d) In the Old Testament, the true meaning of atonement is related to the Hebrew verb "to pass over, to cover" - it is also the word for 'pitch' used to seal Noah's Ark.

2. In Old Testament times, animal sacrifices were used to cover sin.

a) God forgave and restored where sin was covered by the blood of animal sacrifices.

b) However, the true basis for atonement was not found in these animal sacrifices.  This is why the sacrifices needed to be repeated time and time again.

c) Animal sacrifices were used as a cover for sin until the true sacrifice, Jesus Christ, could be offered on the cross.

d) Atonement in the Old Testament refers to the use of animal sacrifices to picture the saving work of Christ.

e) The two concepts of atonement (Old and New Testament) are brought together in Romans 3:23-26)
3. Atonement is unlimited

a) When Jesus Christ was judged on the cross for sins he paid for the sins of the entire human race, not just the elect. (Romans 5:6, 2 Corinthians 5:14-15, 1 Timothy 2:6, 4:10, 2 Peter 2:1, 1 John 2:2)
b) "Limited Atonement", the concept that Christ died for believers only is incorrect.

4. Unlimited Atonement eliminates sin in the unbelievers' indictment at the Last Judgement.

a) When Christ died on the cross, He was judged for all sins of the human race.

b) Therefore the issue in salvation is not sin, but faith in Christ.  People choose either to accept the work of Christ (John 3:18,36), or their own "good" works to gain the approval of God.

c) Therefore, human good will be the basis of the unbelievers' indictment at the Last Judgement. (Revelation 20:12)
GOSPEL OF SALVATION
1. Gospel means "good news" - there are four gospels are found in the New Testament.

2. Gospel of the Kingdom.

a) Preached by John the Baptist (Matthew 3:1, 2) the Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 4:23) and his disciples (Matthew l0:7) Thy Kingdom come (Matthew 6:10).

b) It consists of the setting up on earth of Christ's 1,000 year Kingdom thus fulfilling the Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7:16)
c) There will be another preaching of the gospel by the Jewish remnant in the days of the Great Tribulation before the 2nd Advent. (Matthew 24:14, Revelation 7) After the 2nd Advent the 1,000 year reign commences. (Revelation 20:1-6)
3. Gospel of Grace - the gospel of personal salvation by grace through faith. This gospel appears under many names and is the means of salvation throughout the history of mankind.

a) Gospel of God (Romans 1:1, 1 Thessalonians 2:2)
b) Gospel of Christ - (Mark 1:1, Romans 1:16)
c) Gospel of the Grace of God - (Acts 20:24)
d) Gospel of Peace - (Ephesians 6:15)
e) Gospel of your salvation - (Ephesians 1:13)
f) Glorious Gospel - (2 Corinthians 4:4)
4. The Everlasting Gospel - (Revelation 14:6) -the good news is everlasting. This gospel will be preached on earth just before Christ's return in glory. (Matthew 25:31, 32). This gospel is the means of salvation to countless thousands both Jews and Gentiles. (Revelation 7:9-14)
5. Paul's "My Gospel" - (Romans 2:16) This is the same gospel of salvation by grace through faith but includes the mystery doctrines of the church age not previously revealed. The gospel in the Old Testament was revealed by the Tabernacle, Feasts, Levitical Offerings etc.

6. "Another Gospel" which is not another (Galatians 1:6, 7, 2 Corinthians 11:4) This is a perversion of the Gospel of Christ (Galatians 1:8, 9) The curse is proclaimed on any who preach it.  There have been many perversions - legalism in Galatia, angel worship in Colossae (Colossians 2:18) among others.

GOOD WORKS

The challenge we are faced with in the Eternal Plan of God is the source of our Good Works. It is obvious to all that sinful practices are unacceptable to a Holy God. The more subtle problem is our good deeds which society may applaud but how does God see it.

1. Anything we can do in our own strength (human good) is unacceptable to God (Isaiah 64:6, Romans 8:8).

2. Only those things we do in the power of the Holy Spirit (divine good) are acceptable to God, since it is God Himself who produces the work in us (Ephesians 2:10).
3. When a believer produces human good he imitates an unbeliever (Galatians 5:19-21, 1 John 2:11, 3:4).

4. When a believer produces divine good he imitates Jesus Christ (Ephesians 5:1-2).
5. Human good is:

a) Identified as dead works (Hebrews 6:1).

b) Cannot save mankind (Titus 3:5).
c) Is condemned by God (1 Corinthians 3:11-16; Ecclesiastes 12:14).
d) Is the basis of indictment at the Last Judgement (Revelation 20:11-15).

e) Has no place in the plan of God (2 Timothy 1:9).
f) Is destroyed at the Judgement Seat of Christ (1 Corinthians 3:11-15).

6. Divine good is the basis of rewards (1 Corinthians 3:11-15).
7. God is satisfied with His own work in four general areas:

a) IN SALVATION

God approves of what God has done in the form of Jesus Christ. God the Father is propitiated by the work of God the Son on the cross. To be saved is to believe or trust on God the Son (Acts 16:31). Belief has no human merit in itself, all the merit is focussed in what one believes in which in this case is the work of Jesus Christ. No good work of Man can be involved as God does not approve of human good. (Isaiah 64:6).

b) IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

God approves of the works done under the filling of the Holy Spirit.  Spirituality therefore is dependent on who and what the Holy Spirit is and whether or not the believer is filled with the Holy Spirit. The way to the filling of the Holy Spirit is confession of sins (1 John 1:9). Confession has no human merit. The Holy Spirit also provides at least one spiritual gift to each believer at salvation (1 Corinthians 12:8-11).

c) IN THE WORD OF GOD

The word of God is inspired by the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20,21). It is the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16). The Holy Spirit makes the Word of God effective in our lives.

d) IN ETERNITY

In eternity human works are removed (1 Corinthians 3:12-15). God provides us with a new body (1 Corinthians 15:51-3). God provides us with an incorruptible inheritance (1 Peter 1:3-5). God provides everything for our eternal future (1 Thessalonians 4:17-18). God approves of His provision.

8. Spiritual growth in the full knowledge and application of Bible doctrine produces divine good in the life. Divine good in our lives is the production of the Holy Spirit filled and led believer. Ephesians 2:8-10, Colossians 1:9-10, 2 Timothy 2:21, 3:17.

9. As we produce much spiritual fruit in our life we demonstrate before all the victory of the Holy Spirit over the enemy.  2 Thessalonians 2:17. In heaven we are rewarded for all divine good production in time.  2 Corinthians 5:10, 9:8.
10. Spiritual production of divine good, through the ministries of the Holy Spirit, is contrasted to the production of human works (good and evil), the fruit of the Old Sin Nature.  

11. Human good; even the best that man can do in his own strength, has no value before God at all and has no place or part to play in the plan of God for the believer. 2 Timothy 1:9, Titus 3:5.

12. Human good works apart from God’s power and direction is the basis of man’s condemnation before the throne of God. 1 Corinthians 3:11-16, Revelation 20:12-15.
SALVATION

1. Salvation is the gift of God by grace through faith.

2. We cannot work for salvation - we must receive it as a gift. (Ephesians 2:8, 9, Romans 4:4-5)
3. The only means of salvation is by trusting that Jesus Christ died for your sins, was buried and raised from the dead.  He therefore paid the penalty for sin, and conquered death.  (Acts 16:30-31, John 3:16, 14:6, 1 Corinthians 15:3-4)
4. We are saved so that we can serve God (Ephesians 2:8-10) so our good works undertaken in the power of the Holy Spirit show that we have been saved and are using God’s way.

5. Salvation includes many other doctrines such as Imputation, Justification, Redemption, Propitiation, Reconciliation and Sanctification as set out below.

SALVATION – SIN – MAN’S NEED FOR SALVATION

1. Sin means to fall short (like an arrow falling short of the target) of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)
2. Therefore, anything which does not meet God's standard of righteousness and holiness is sin.

3. It is clear to see, then, that mankind, in his own strength, cannot achieve the righteousness of God. (Romans 3:9-10)
4. The sin of Adam

a) Sin entered the world with Adam. (Genesis 3:1-5, Romans 5:12)
b) The penalty of sin is death (Romans 6:23)
i) spiritual death - separation from God in time (Genesis 3:8)
ii) physical death - separation of the soul from the body (Genesis 3:19, 5:5)
iii) eternal death - separation from God in the Lake of Fire Revelation 20:13-14)
c) The man, Adam, as head over the woman, was therefore held responsible for sin (Romans 5:12)
d) The penalty of sin is imputed to all people, and, apparently, passed down through the male in birth.

e) Because Jesus was born of a virgin, He did not inherit the sin nature from Adam.

f) As a sinless man, He was therefore qualified to offer Himself as a sacrifice to pay the penalty of sin (death - spiritual and physical).

g) Because Christ has paid the penalty for sin for us, those who trust in Him are no longer condemned (Romans 5:19, 8:1)
5. All of creation is corrupted as a result of sin (Genesis 3:16-19, Romans 8:20-22)
6. Three types of sin:-

a) Adam's sin is imputed to all mankind

b) As a result, we all inherit a sinful nature

c) As a result, we therefore commit personal sins

7. Sin manifests itself in three categories:

a) Sins of action/deed

i) Examples include murder, adultery, stealing

b) Sins of the tongue/spoken

i) Examples include lying, slander, gossip, blasphemy

ii) Out of the seven "worst" sins, three are sins of the tongue. (Proverbs 6:16-19)
iii) Can result in the sin unto death. (Psalm 12:3)
iv) God protects and blesses the believer who is victimised by the sins of the tongue. (Matthew 5:11-12)
v) Troublemakers are always characterised by sins of the tongue. (Psalm 52:2)
c) Sins of the mind

i) Examples include pride, coveting, jealousy, bitterness, hatred, vindictiveness.

8. Recovery from sin

a) When a believer sins his fellowship with God is disrupted.   The Holy Spirit is grieved, and can no longer control your life.

b) Confess the known sin. (1 John 1:9, Psalm 66:18) God forgives these sins upon confession and cleanses from the unknown sins in the believer's life as well as known sins.

c) Examine your motivation - this involves full surrender to God. (Romans 12:1-2, 2 Corinthians 13:5)
d) Move on from the sin which you have confessed. Don't get tied up with guilt - this is another sin. (Philippians 3:13-14, Psalm 103:10-12)
e) Resume your active spiritual walk. Avoid areas where you might be tempted. (Hebrews 12:12-13) 

f) Be reconciled to others once you have been reconciled to God. (James 5:16)
g) In human forgiveness we are told to forgive others even as God has forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32).

9. Jesus washed the feet of the disciples John 13:10
a) The body is clean - we were eternally forgiven once and for all at the cross. (Hebrews 10:1-12).

b) The feet need regular washing - we must confess our sins to the Father to restore fellowship (1 John 1:9)
10. Satan constantly accuses us of our sins before God (Revelation 12:10).  However, the Lord Jesus Christ is our Advocate/Lawyer in heaven (1 John 2:1).  He pleads for us by saying that the penalty for that sin has been paid in full.

11. Names for sin include:-

a) Unbelief - denial of the truth. (John 16:9, Hebrews 3:12)
b) Lawlessness - rejection of rules of life. (1 Timothy 1:9)
c) Iniquity - evil acts. (Acts 8:22, 23)
d) Trespass - encroachment on God's authority. (Ephesians 2:1)
e) Disobedience - refusal to obey. (Hebrews 2:2)
f) Transgression - violation of law. (Luke 15:29, Galatians 3:19)
12. The sin unto death is the physical death of a believer, due to habitual unconfessed sin or rebellion against God. (1 John 5:16, 17, 1 Corinthians 11:31, 32)  Examples

a) The Corinthian Pervert - (1 Corinthians 5)
b) The Corinthians who habitually came to the Lord's table in an unworthy manner. (1 Corinthians 11:27-32)
c) Moses (Deuteronomy 32:48-52)
d) Achan (Joshua 7:16-26)
e) Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1 -11)
13. There is only one sin which can't be forgiven - the unpardonable sin - rejection of Jesus Christ.

a) It is based upon rejection of the ministry of the Holy Spirit to reveal the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour. Genesis  6:3,  John 16:7-11,  Hebrews 10:29.
b) Synonyms for the unpardonable sin are: wilful sin Hebrews 10:26-31, blasphemy against the Holy Spirit  Matthew  12:31,  resisting the Holy Spirit  Acts 7:51,  insulting the Holy Spirit  Hebrews 10:29
14. The first recorded sin was that of Satan - pride (Isaiah 14:12-14)
15. God is not the author of sin nor the author of temptation. It is incompatible with the nature of God for Him to create sin because of His divine character.  (James 1:13).

16. Temptation comes from the world, the flesh (sin nature within man), or Satan.  If he entertains the sin, man then chooses to sin - sin is therefore a result of man's own free will. (James 1:14)
SALVATION – SIN – BARRIER BETWEEN MAN AND GOD

INTRODUCTION

1. The Character of God:

a) God is sovereign, absolute righteousness, justice, love, eternal life, all powerful, all knowing everywhere, unchangeable and truth.

b) God is one in essence but three in personality:  God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. These three personalities have the same essence.

c) God the Father is the planner of man's salvation; God the Son is the executor of the plan of salvation, and God the Holy Spirit is the revealer of this plan.

2. God's Divine Plan:

a) A conference was held in eternity past between God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Divine Planning) whereby it was made possible for man to have fellowship with God.

b) God's foreknowledge recognised a barrier would exist in time and that all people would be behind this barrier. (Romans 3:23)

c) Sin is a failure to measure up to God's perfect righteousness, a failure to possess "The perfect righteousness". Man cannot remove this barrier. God's Righteousness and Justice must be satisfied before His love can come to man.

d) God the Father is the author of a plan whereby He decided to treat the human race on the basis of Grace (all the Father does for us). Grace is receiving a gift. It is undeserved and unmerited, and contrary to all human concepts.

e) God the Son removed the barrier by His death on the cross. We receive Him as our personal Saviour, and His perfect righteousness is credited to us. (2 Corinthians 5:21)
AN EXPLANATION OF THE BARRIER AND ITS REMOVAL

1. Problem of Sin:

a) Sin exists in three categories:  imputed sin, (all sinned when Adam sinned) inherent sin (the sinful nature) personal sin (sins committed).

b) Man is a sinner because Adam sinned and passed down the sin nature to the human race. The penalty of sin is spiritual death (Romans 5:12, 6:23) Every member of the human race is a sinner as far as God is concerned. (Romans 3:23)
c) In John 8:31-32 Jesus Christ addressed the Jews who believed on Him and told them to go on in truth and use what He provided. Truth sets us free from the Mosaic Law to serve the Lord and operate in grace.

d) The unbelieving, religious Jews (v 33) said they were Abraham's seed and not in bondage. They were actually in bondage to the Roman Empire, their religious leaders, and the Mosaic Law. He told them about the bondage of sin.

e) They are all born in the slavery of sin, for no member of the human race can free himself or other members of the human race. Jesus Christ became true humanity to liberate the human race. He was born outside the slavery of sin by the virgin birth as the God-Man. He paid the price for freedom of the human race - this is redemption.

2. Solution to the Problem of Sin:  Redemption and Atonement:

a) The "son abides in the house forever" (John 8:35), for Jesus Christ is "the son". He is eternal life and holy and when man believes on Him man is free and enters into union with Jesus Christ. Christianity is a relationship to Jesus Christ, not a religion.

b) The purchase price of our redemption is His blood (1 Peter 1:18,19, Ephesians 1:7, Revelation 1:5, Hebrews 9:11-14, Galatians 3:13) , representing His death. Jesus Christ bore the sins of the whole world (past, present and future) on the cross.

c) God is absolute righteousness and justice; the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23, Colossians 2:14). Jesus Christ cancelled the "IOU" the human race owed God. The human race owes God perfect righteousness.

d) God is perfect righteousness and we cannot pay perfect righteousness. Jesus Christ died on the cross, paying the penalty of our sins. This is expiation (Romans 5:8)
e) The doctrines of Redemption and Expiation are found in Psalm 22:1-6. God the Father and Holy Spirit left the Son because He was bearing our sins on the cross. (Matthew 27:46)
3. The Problem of the Penalty of Sin solved by Expiation (Colossians 2:14,Romans 6:23) 

a) Expiation and Propitiation are two sides of the same coin with propitiation being in relation to God while expiation looks at the problem from man’s side. 

b) By expiation the offence which renders the person guilty in the sight of God is covered from the eyes of God by the effective dealing with the problem by propitiation.

4. The Problem of Physical Birth (John 3) and its Solution:  Regeneration:(John 3:1-15)
a) Nicodemus (v 1) was a Pharisee. He was a very religious man, attending the synagogue three times a day and praying seven times a day. He was sincere and was a product of "salvation by works".

b) He was also a ruler of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night because he was too busy during the day doing "good". (v 2)

c) He called Jesus Rabbi or "Doctor". He admitted more than most Pharisees for he said they knew Jesus came from God, for no one could keep doing the miracles He did except God was with Him. (v 2)

d) Jesus interrupted, knowing his problem. "Except a man be born again". Nicodemus needed to be born again. (v 3)

e) Why is the new birth necessary? Man is born in this world with a soul (ability to understand and categorize human phenomena), a conscience (standard by which we judge right or wrong), and a sin nature (the source of all personal sins). The human spirit is inactivated. We are born physically alive and capable of having fellowship with members of the human race, but we are spiritually dead and cannot have fellowship with God (Ephesians 2:1). We need to be born again.

f) Nicodemus' response (v 4). He cannot think in terms of spiritual things for he has no human spirit. He asked if he could be born again physically.

g) The new birth is a spiritual birth (v 5), so Jesus Christ uses spiritual language, - water.

i) The context determines the meaning of "water" 
(1) Salvation - (Isaiah 55:1, Revelation 22:17) 
(2) God the Holy Spirit - (John 7:37-39) 
(3) God's Word - (1 Peter 1:23, Ephesians 5:26, James 1:18)
ii) Here "water" is used symbolically for God's Word. The new birth is a spiritual birth. The Kingdom of God is the kingdom of eternal relationship with God.

h) Contrast of two births (v 6). "That which is born of the flesh is flesh (physical birth). That which is born of the Spirit is spirit (spiritual birth)." Nicodemus should not be surprised (v 7). He needed to be born again.

i) The illustration (v 8) of the wind. It can be heard but not seen. The new birth is not visible. Nicodemus still does not understand (v 9).

j) Jesus Christ used sarcasm (v 10,11) to shock Nicodemus. He is a doctor of divinity and does not understand. The Trinity ("we") knows what they speak (all knowing). Nicodemus does not have an open mind.

k) No member of the human race (v 13) ever ascended, but Jesus Christ who came from heaven (as the God Man). As God He is everywhere, and as God and Man, Jesus Christ is on earth at the same time.

l) How to be born again (v 14,15). Jesus Christ refers to (Numbers 21:4-9) the incident of the brazen serpent which was raised on a pole. This pictures Jesus Christ hanging on the cross bearing the sins of the world. (Colossians 2:14,15)
m) The result (v 15). Whoever believes in Jesus Christ shall not perish but have eternal life. The problem of physical birth is removed by the new birth. We are born spiritually by regeneration or the new birth.

5. Problem of Human Righteousness and Its Solution:  Justification and Imputation:

a) Man has no righteousness in himself as far as God's viewpoint is concerned although he may be more righteous than other members of the human race when he compares himself with them. (Isaiah 64:6)
b) God is absolute righteousness and He cannot have fellowship with us when we have human righteousness. Good deeds put us more in debt to God. (Romans 4:1-4)
c) Perfect or absolute righteousness is credited or imputed to us at the moment of salvation. (2 Corinthians 5:21) -imputation.

d) We are justified or made righteous on the basis of the absolute righteousness which God gives us.

6. Problem of the Character of God and Its Solution:  Propitiation and Reconciliation.

a) Propitiation is an act of God whereby He is satisfied with the death of Jesus Christ on the cross. Jesus Christ satisfied the righteousness and justice of God.

b) Reconciliation looks at the cross from man's viewpoint. Man is reconciled to God. God is never said to be reconciled. Propitiation looks at the cross from God's viewpoint.

7. Problem of Position in Adam and Its Solution:  Positional in Christ

a) At the moment of salvation we enter into union with Jesus Christ (Romans 8:38,39, 2 Corinthians 5:17). This is called the baptism of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:13)
b) By our first birth we are "in Adam" (1 Corinthians 15:22). By the new birth we share Christ's eternal life, His righteousness, His destiny, His sonship, His priesthood. etc. Everything He is, we are, and all He has, we have.

c) Christianity is a relationship to Jesus Christ that cannot change. The barrier between God and man has been removed by Jesus Christ on the cross.

d) The issue now is the person of Jesus Christ. He has solved the problem of sin in the human race.

SUMMARY OF THE BARRIER AND ITS REMOVAL

BARRIER


WORK OF CHRIST

SIN

(Romans 3:23)


Redemption (1 Corinthians 1:29-30, Colossians 1:14)





Atonement (1 John 2:2, 2 Peter 2:1)

PENALTY


Expiation (Colossians 2:14)

(Romans 6:23)

BIRTH



Regeneration (John 3:3, Galatians 3:26, John 1:11-12)

(John 3:6)

CHARACTER OF GOD

Propitiation (1 John 2:2, Romans 3:25)

(Romans 3:23)

RIGHTEOUSNESS OF MAN
Justification (Romans 3:24, Romans 5:1)

(Isaiah 64:6)


Imputation (Romans 3:22, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

LIFE



Position in Christ (1 John 5:11-12)

(1 Corinthians 15:22)

SALVATION – EXPIATION AND PROPITIATION

1. Expiation and Propitiation are two sides of the same coin with propitiation being in relation to God while expiation looks at the problem from man’s side. 

2. By expiation the offence which renders the person guilty in the sight of God is covered from the eyes of God by the effective dealing with the problem by propitiation.

3. The Mercy Seat (the top of the Ark of the Covenant) in the Tabernacle was the place of propitiation.

4. The concept of the Mercy Seat must be understood in the light of the Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 25:10-22, 37:1-9).

5. The Ark of the Covenant was a wooden box (45" x 27" x 27") constructed of acacia wood (the humanity of Christ) overlaid with gold (the Deity of Christ).

6. Contents of the Ark: the golden pot of manna, the tablets of stone and Aaron's rod that budded (Hebrews 9:4). The tablets of stone represented man's transgressions against God's perfect standard, the rod that budded stood for man's rebellion against established authority, the pot of manna showed man's rejection of divine provision.

7. The content of the Ark is a picture of Christ bearing our sins in His body on the tree (2 Corinthians 5:21).

8. The Mercy Seat was a solid gold lid which fitted over the ark and bore two golden cherubs, one on each end representing God's holiness (Hebrews 9:5).
9. Once every year, on the Day of Atonement, the high priest entered twice into the Holy of Holies with a bowl of blood (once for his own sins and once for the sins of the people) (Hebrews 9:7). He sprinkled the blood on the Mercy Seat. God's righteousness and justice were satisfied.

10. Because of propitiation, or satisfaction of His holy character, God is free to love the believer.

11. The Mercy Seat represented propitiation with emphasis on the person of Jesus Christ, our own great High Priest.

12. "Mercy Seat" in Hebrews 9:5 has the same concept as the word propitiation (Gk. hilasterion) in Romans 3:25.
13. Propitiation is used to express the true and perfect love of God for all believers regardless of their status (1 John 4:10).

14. Propitiation is used to relate the person of Christ and the "covering" of God's character (Romans 3:25).

SALVATION – IMPUTATION

1. Abraham is the pattern of imputation of divine righteousness. (Genesis 15:6)
2. Divine righteousness is imputed only on the basis of faith in Christ. (Romans 3:22)
3. Many Gentiles of Old Testament times found God's righteousness by believing in Christ while many Jews, relying on the Law, missed imputation. (Romans 9:30-33)
4. Imputation is the basis of Justification. (Romans 4:22, 5:1)
5. Imputation encourages faith in Christ. (Romans 4:24, 25)
6. Imputation is based on the work of Christ on the Cross. (2 Corinthians 5:21)
SALVATION – JUSTIFICATION

1. Justification means "vindication", therefore it is the judicial act of God whereby he imputes His righteousness to the new believer at the point of salvation, thereby justifying him. (2 Corinthians 5:21

2. Salvation justification occurs at the moment of faith in Christ. (Romans 3:28, 5:1, Galatians 3:24)
3. Salvation justification is based on the principle of grace. (Romans 3:24, Titus 3:7)
4. Therefore salvation justification does not occur through the Mosaic Law. (Romans 3:20, 28, Galatians 2:16)
5. Salvation justification is the imputation of divine righteousness to the one believing in Christ. (Genesis 15:6, Romans 3:22, 4:4, 5, 16, 8:30-32)
6. The work of justification was accomplished by Christ on the cross. (Romans 5:8, 9)
7. Because the work for our justification was accomplished on the cross, Christ was resurrected to relate justification to victory. (Romans 4:25)
8. Post salvation or Christian life justification is the production of maturity. (James 2:21-25)
SALVATION – RECONCILIATION

1. Reconciliation is the removal of the barrier between God and man, or peace between God and man. While redemption is sinward and propitiation is Godward, reconciliation is manward. (2 Corinthians 5:18, Ephesians 2:16, Colossians 1:20, 21)
2. Reconciliation and the blood of Christ.

a) The blood of Christ is a synonym for the saving work of Christ on the Cross and the basis for reconciliation. (Colossians 1:20)
b) Hence the work of the Cross is associated with reconciliation. (Ephesians 2:16)
3. Reconciliation and Mankind: mankind is regarded as the enemy of God, and needs to be reconciled to God. (Romans 5:10, Colossians 1:21)
4. Peace is a synonym for reconciliation. Reconciliation finds man the enemy of God, but the saving work of Christ on the Cross gives peace between God and man. (Ephesians 2:14 cf. 2:16 cf. Colossians 1:20)
5. Reconciliation portrayed in the Levitical Offerings:  the peace offering of Leviticus 3 depicts reconciliation or Christ's removing the barrier between God and man. (Leviticus 7:11-38, 8:15)
6. Application of reconciliation to the Church Age believer:  every member of the Body of Christ is an ambassador representing Christ on earth. Therefore each member of the Body of Christ has the ministry of reconciliation. (2 Corinthians 5:18-20)
7. The prophecy of reconciliation. (Isaiah 57:19)
8. The means of reconciliation - the removal of the barrier:

a) Sin removed by unlimited atonement. (2 Corinthians 5:14, 15, 18, 1 Timothy 2:6, 4:10, Titus 2:11, Hebrews 2:9, 1 John 2:2)
b) Penalty of Sin removed by expiation. (Psalm 22:1-6, Colossians 2:14)
c) Problem of physical birth removed by regeneration. (John 3:1-18, Titus 3:5, 1 Peter 1:23)
d) Relative righteousness removed by imputation. (Romans 3:22, 9:30, 10:10, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Philippians 3:9, Hebrews 10:14) and justification (Romans 4:1-5, 4:25, 5:1, 8:29, 30, Galatians 2:16, Titus 3:7)
9. The barrier of God's perfect character removed by propitiation. (Romans 3:22-26, 1 John 2:1, 2)
10. Problem of position in Adam removed by positional sanctification. (1 Corinthians 15:22, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Ephesians 1:3-6)
SALVATION – REDEMPTION [see Chapter 4 page 27] 
SALVATION – REGENERATION:  BORN AGAIN

1. General Scripture - (John 3:5-8) 'Ye must be born again [born from above] (v7). You are born of the Spirit. (v8) We then become new creatures in Christ.

2. Natural man cannot understand spiritual phenomenon (1 Corinthians 2:14). He lacks the ability to enter the Kingdom of God. (John 3:5). They are unable to please God. (Romans 8:7, 8)
3. New birth is a creation of the Holy Spirit. (John 1:12, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Ephesians 2:10, 4:24). Through the Holy Spirit we become aware that we are joint heirs with Christ. (Romans 8:16, 17)
4. The requirement for the new birth is belief on Christ, that He is crucified and risen. (John 1:12, 3:16-18,36). New birth occurs at the instant of belief.

5. Through new birth (Regeneration) the believer lives in Christ, and Christ in the believer. (Galatians 2:20, Ephesians 2:10, 4:24, 1 Peter 1:23-25, 1 John 5:10-12).

6. Once you are born you cannot be unborn.

SALVATION – SAINTS

1. Definition - a saint is a sanctified one - a person made holy - they are not sinless perfection or absolutely holy. They are sanctified in Christ Jesus. (1 Corinthians 1:2)
2. At the point of salvation a believer is sanctified positionally, (see topic sanctification) (Hebrews 10:14) Christians therefore, become saints at the point of salvation.

3. Our Christian walk in the power of the Spirit allows us to live "as becometh Saints." (Romans 16:2; 1 Corinthians 1:2) This is the fruit of the Holy Spirit. Be ye perfect as God is perfect.

4. We are called Saints of God (Romans 1:1-7) not by man or because of our works. God only is able to make saints, leaders of denominations cannot.

SALVATION – SANCTIFICATION

1. Sanctification means to be made holy - to be set apart unto God.  One who is sanctified is called a saint.

2. We are sanctified (made holy) in Christ Jesus (1Corinthians 1:2).
3. Sanctification is in three stages:

a) Stage 1:  At salvation - union with Christ - positional sanctification (1 Corinthians 12:13, Romans 1:1-7).

b) Stage 2:  Christian way of life - filling of the Holy Spirit - spirituality (Romans 16:2; 1 Corinthians 1-2).

c) Stage 3:  Resurrection body - In heaven - Ultimate sanctification (1 John 3:2).

4. Our position in Christ entitles us to share Christ's righteousness.  It therefore:

a) protects us from divine judgement (Romans 8:1)

b) qualifies us to live with God forever

c) makes us a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17)
d) guarantees eternal security for every believer (Romans 8:38, 39).
5.  However, because we still have the old sin nature, we will still sin during this life (Romans 7:21).  When controlled by his carnal nature however, the believer is positionally sanctified but experientially carnal.

6.  When we receive the resurrection body, we no longer sin - our sanctification will be complete (1Corinthians 15:56, Philippians 3:21, 1Thessalonians 5:23).
THE CHANGE IN INTENSITY OF ATTACK ON ALL BELIEVERS AFTER THE CROSS

We have seen in Chapter 8 that the attack on the Eternal Plan of God following the Fall was on the line of the Saviour starting with the death of Abel and continuing until Jesus Christ was on the Cross. With all of these attacks being repelled by God the level of attack on ordinary believers became significantly increased.

To combat this new line of attack the protection afforded all believers in the Lord Jesus Christ was significantly upgraded as shown below, a level of protection not given to believers prior to Pentecost 32AD.

CHRISTIAN LIFE – GIFTS GIVEN AT SALVATION FOR THE CHURCH AGE BELIEVER
Listed below are the 34 things God provides for every believer at the point of salvation.

1. In the eternal plan of God. (Sharing the destiny of Christ)

a) Foreknown (Acts 2:23, Romans 8:29, 1 Peter 1:2)
b) Elect (Romans 8:33, Colossians 3:12, 1 Thessalonians 1:4, Titus 1:1
c) Predestined (Romans 8:29, 30, Ephesians 1:5, 11)
d) Chosen (Matthew 22:14, 1 Peter 2:4)
e) Called (1 Thessalonians 5:24)
2. Reconciled

a) By God (2 Corinthians 5:18, 19, Colossians 1:20)
b) To God. (Romans 5:10, 2 Corinthians 5:20, Ephesians 2:14-17)
3. Redeemed (Romans 3:24, Colossians 1:14, 1 Peter 1:18)
4. Condemnation removed. (John 3:18, 5:24, Romans 8:1)
5. Under Grace instead of judgment; God is satisfied with the death of His Son. (Romans 3:24-26, 1 John 2:2)
6. All sins judged by the death of Christ. (Romans 4:25, Ephesians 1:7, 1 Peter 2:24)
7. Dead to old life - alive to God.

a) Crucified with Christ. (Romans 6:6, Galatians 2:20)
b) Dead with Christ. (Romans 6:8, Colossians 3:3, 1 Peter 2:24)
c) Buried with him. (Romans 6:4, Colossians 2:12)
d) Raised with Christ. (Romans 6:4, Colossians 3:1)
8. Free from the law.

a) Dead. (Romans 7:4)
b) Delivered. (Romans 6:14, 7:6, 2 Corinthians 3:11, Galatians 3:25)
9. Regenerated. (John 13:10, 1 Corinthians 6:11, Titus 3:5)
a) Born again. (John 3:7, 1 Peter 1:23)
b) Children of God. (Galatians 3:26)
c) Sons of God. (John 1:12, 2 Corinthians 6:18, 1 John 3:2)
d) A new creation. (2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 6:15, Ephesians 2:10)
10. Adopted. (Romans 8:15, 8:23 (future) Ephesians 1:5)
11. Acceptable to God. (Ephesians 1:6, 1 Peter 2:5)
a) Made righteous (Romans 3:22, 1 Corinthians 1:30, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Philippians 3:9)
b) Sanctified positionally. (1 Corinthians 1:30, 6:11)
c) Perfected forever. (Hebrews 10:14)
d) Made meet (qualified) (Colossians 1:12)
12. Justified (declared righteous). (Romans 3:24, 5:1, 5:9, 8:30, 1 Corinthians 6:11, Titus 3:7)
13. Forgiven all trespasses. (Ephesians 1:7, 4:32, Colossians 1:14, 2:13, 3:13)
14. Made nigh. (Heavenly citizenship based on reconciliation) (Luke 10:20, Ephesians 2:13, 19)
15. Delivered from the kingdom of Satan. (Colossians 1:13, 2:15)
16. Transferred into God's kingdom. (Colossians 1:13)
17. On a secure foundation. (1 Corinthians 3:11, 10:4, Ephesians 2:20)
18. A gift from God the Father to Christ. (John 10:29, 17:2, 6, 9, 11, 12, 24)
19. Delivered from the power of the sin nature. (Romans 2:29, Colossians 2:11)
20. Appointed priests unto God.

a) Holy priesthood. (1 Peter 2:5)
b) Royal priesthood. (1 Peter 2:9, Revelation 1:6)
21. Under the care of God as a chosen generation and a peculiar people. (Titus 2:14, 1 Peter 2:9)
22. Given access to God. (Romans 5:2, Ephesians 2:18, Hebrews 4:14, 16, 10:19, 20)
23. Within the "much more" care of God. (Romans 5:9, 10)
a) Objects of His love. (Ephesians 2:4, 5:2)
b) Objects of His grace.

i) For salvation. (Ephesians 2:8, 9)
ii) For keeping. (1 Peter 1:5)
iii) For service (John 17:18)
iv) For instruction (Titus 2:12)
c) Objects of His power. (Ephesians 1:19, Philippians 2:13)
d) Objects of His faithfulness. (Philippians 1:6, Hebrews 13:5,6)
e) Objects of His peace. (John 14:27)
f) Objects of His consolation. (2 Thessalonians 2:16)
g) Objects of His intercession. (Romans 8:34, Hebrews 7:25)
24. God's inheritance (Possession). (Ephesians 1:18)
25. Beneficiaries of an inheritance as heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. (Romans 8:17, Ephesians 1:14 Colossians 3:24, Hebrews 9:15, 1 Peter 1:4)
26. A new position. (Ephesians 2:6)
a) Partners with Christ in life. (Colossians 3:4)
b) Partners with Christ in service. (1 Corinthians 1:9)
c) Workers together with God. (1 Corinthians 3:9, 2 Corinthians 6:1)
d) Ministers of the New Testament. (2 Corinthians 3:6)
e) Ambassadors. (2 Corinthians 5:20)
f) Living epistles. (2 Corinthians 3:3)
g) Ministers of God. (2 Corinthians 6:4)
27. Recipients of eternal life. (John 3:15, 10:28, 20:31, 1 John 5:11, 12)
28. Members of the family and household of God. (Galatians 6:10, Ephesians 2:19)
29. Light in the Lord. (Ephesians 5:8, 1 Thessalonians 5:4)
30. United to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

a) In God. (1 Thessalonians 1:1) of "God in you" (Ephesians 4:6)
b) In Christ. (John 14:20 of "Christ in you" Colossians 1:27)
i) A member in His body. (1 Corinthians 12:13)
ii) A branch in the vine. (John 15:5)
iii) A stone in the building. (Ephesians 2:21, 22, 1 Peter 2:5)
iv) A sheep in the flock. (John 10:27-29)
v) A part of His bride. (Ephesians 5:25)
vi) A priest of the kingdom of priests. (1 Peter 2:9)
vii) A saint of the "new species". (2 Corinthians 5:17)
c) In the Spirit. (Romans 8:9) of "the Spirit in you"

31. Recipients of the ministries of the Holy Spirit.

a) Born of the Spirit. (John 3:6)
b) Baptised with the Spirit. (Acts 1:5, 1 Corinthians 12:13)
c) Indwelt by the Spirit. (John 7:39, Romans 5:5, 8:9, 1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19, Galatians 4:6, 1 John 3:24)
d) Sealed by the Spirit (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 4:30)
e) Given spiritual gifts. (1 Corinthians 12:11, 27-31, 13:1, 2)
32. Glorified. (Romans 8:30)
33. Complete in Him. (Colossians 2:10)
34. Possessors of every spiritual blessing provided in eternity past. (Ephesians 1:3)
RELIGION
In contrast to God’s provision Satan’s attack is by means of religion.

1. Satan's religion is a humanly acceptable one: no sin, no judgment, no Saviour and no Hell. Satan appears as an angel of light. (2 Corinthians 11:13-19,26)
2. Many pastors in the churches are servants of Satan's policy, knowingly or unknowingly. (Isaiah 30:12, Jeremiah 2:8, 2 Peter 2:1-10)
3. Satan's strategy towards unbelievers is to keep them blinded to the gospel. (2 Corinthians 4:3-4, Colossians 2:8, 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10)
4. Satan's strategy towards believers is:- 

a) To confuse by false teaching. (Matthew 7:15, Romans 16:18)
b) To appeal to pride. (2 Corinthians 10:12)
c) To promote idolatry. (Habakkuk 2:18,19)
d) To promote legalism. (1 Timothy 1:7-8)
5. Satan's policy calls for counterfeit faith:- 

a) Counterfeit gospel. (2 Corinthians 11:3-4)
b) Counterfeit pastors. (2 Corinthians 11:13-15)
c) Counterfeit communion. (1 Corinthians 10:19-21)
d) Counterfeit doctrine. (2 Timothy 4:1)
e) Counterfeit righteousness. (Matthew 19:16-28)
f) Counterfeit way of life. (Matthew 23)
g) Counterfeit power. (2 Thessalonians 2:8-10)
h) Counterfeit gods. (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4)
HEAVEN AND HELL

If we choose Relationship then we are going to spend eternity in the presence of God in Heaven whereas if we choose religion we will end up in an eternity without God in Hell
SIMILARITIES

Heaven and Hell are both real places.  The Lord Jesus is very specific about Hell by using the word “topos” from which we get “topography” meaning a detailed description of a specific place.  (Luke 16:28).
PURPOSE:  To show God’s glory.  

Hell shows His glory by His perfect judgment and punishment of evil.  Satan, demons and evil people finally get what they deserve in Hell.  

God punishes justly, man cannot.  That is what so many people, even the unsaved, find so frustrating about today, an unjust legal system.

HEAVEN AND HELL CONTRASTED

	HEAVEN


	HELL



	Heaven is where Jesus is.  (Acts 1:1-11; Acts 7:55)
	Hell is complete separation from God, everlasting destruction.  (Matthew 25:46)

	
	

	We will be reunited with loved ones in perfect happiness.  We will also meet all the saints and the great names of the Bible.  (2 Samuel 12:23; Luke 16:22,23; Matthew 19:14; John 14:2)
	People are with Satan, demons, murderers, the immoral and perverted, liars, boasters, haters of God etc. (Revelation 21:8, Romans 1:26-31).

	
	

	No sin.  (Revelation 21:27)
	Sin is unlimited and gets worse and worse (Revelation 22:11).

	
	

	You have a special, spacious dwelling place (mansion) personally prepared by Christ perfectly customized to your personality and character.  (John 14:2)
	Shared accommodation in the Lake of Fire.  (Revelation 22:15)

	
	

	A pure and clean and perfectly peaceful environment.  (Revelation 21:27)
	Burns with intolerable heat and brimstone which is sulphur that gives off a foul smelling, highly toxic gas.  (Revelation 14:10; 21:8)

	
	

	God wipes away every tear. (Revelation 21:4)
	Weeping (intense, body shaking, uncontrollable crying) that never stops.  (Matthew 8:12) A place of sorrows, Psalm 18:5

	
	

	No pain, sickness or suffering in a glorious body that never tires.  (Perfect health!)  Revelation 21:4.
	Pain of the whole body on fire but not consumed by it, gnashing of teeth in blind rage at yourself, your sins, other people and at God.  Their torment never stops.

	
	

	A place of light radiating from God’s glory.  No darkness.  (Revelation 21:23)
	Complete darkness, despite the flames, which are never put out.  (Matthew 25:30)

	
	

	Can eat and drink, but not necessary for life.  (Luke 24:42,43; Revelation 22:1,2)
	They scream for water and mercy.  (Luke 16:24).  They will drink the wine of God’s righteous anger (Revelation 14:10).

	
	

	Will spend eternity worshipping and serving God.  (Revelation 5:10, 22:3-6)

	A bottomless pit of eternal burning and punishment and torture.  (Revelation 20:1)

	
	

	You can do study and learn and explore all things and places, yet never reach full knowledge.  There is no boredom in Heaven!
	Torture added to by watching the activities and happiness of the saved in Heaven.  (Luke 16: 23-26)

	
	


CHAPTER 11 - THE ROLE OF ISRAEL AND THE GENTILES IN THE ETERNAL PLAN
INTRODUCTION

Both Israel and the Gentiles have and will have strategic roles in the Eternal Plan.

It has to be remembered that until the call of Abraham Israel did not exist. As a result, from Adam to Abraham the Gentiles had responsibility for spreading the good news provided by God.

With the call of Abraham this task was transferred from the Gentiles to the Jews, God’s chosen people. For the first 400 or so years it was the responsibility of the Patriarchs 

After the giving of the Law the responsibility for the Jews continued until it was fulfilled by the Lord Jesus Christ. 

After His Ascension the Church was inaugurated and we have the responsibility until our Bridegroom comes.
Then for a period of seven years, the 70th week of Daniel’s prophecy in Daniel 9:24-27 Israel is responsible. 

Finally, after the return of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord Himself is responsible with the Knowledge of the Word covering the earth as the waters cover the sea.

RESPONSIBILITY SUMMARY

We therefore have the following sequence

Adam to Abraham – Gentile

Abraham to Pentecost 32AD – Jews 

Pentecost to Rapture - Gentile

Rapture to Second Advent - Jews 

Second Advent to Last Judgment – the Lord Jesus Christ - Jewish

DISPENSATIONS

Definition:  A dispensation is a period of time expressing the viewpoint of God in relation to the history of man. During each dispensation God entrusts the spreading of the Gospel to specific people. Failure to fulfil their responsibility causes God to end a Dispensation and usher in a new one.

Most traditional dispensational layouts are divided into seven segments based on the status of man 

[a] Innocence

[b] Conscience

[c] Government

[d] Promise 

[e] Law

[f] Church 

[g] Millennium

A better layout of human history is divided biblically into 4 dispensations, relating as to who is responsible for evangelism and spiritual leadership – this is only our suggested outline.
(a) Gentiles. [This covers Innocence, Conscience and Government]. The Jews did not exist during this time.

(b) Jews. [This covers Promise, Law and Tribulation] 

(c) Church or Grace. [This covers the Church Age from Pentecost to the Rapture] 

d) Christ or the Millennium. [This 1000 year reign of Christ from the Second Advent to the Last Judgment]

Many of the dispensationalists tack the Seven year Tribulation period onto the end of the Church Age. 

This tends to obscure the status of leadership just prior to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ and does not allow for the 70th Week of Daniel to be completed as it must be for Israel’s history.

THE 70 WEEKS OF DANIEL – DANIEL 9:24-27

The study of this prophecy shows that there is a seven year period which was promised by God to the Jews before the setting up of the Kingdom and at this time this last “week” still has to be fulfilled in the future. This seven year period is called the Tribulation, a time of unmitigated problems and judgments on the earth. 

This study also shows the total accuracy of Biblical prophecy where the entry of the Lord Jesus Christ into Jerusalem to be acclaimed as the King of the Jews occurred exactly on the prophesied day. He was not a day early, nor a day late. [Ref “The Coming Prince” by Sir Robert Anderson] 

Daniel 9:24-"Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity and to bring in everlasting righteousness and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. " 

What is a week? - In the ancient world both Greek and Latin philosophers knew the week, as the week of years. In this system one week equals 7 years. Thus seventy weeks equal 70 x 7 years = 490 years.

What Type of Year? - The year used in scripture of Daniel's time was the year which Abraham had preserved from his Chaldean home. Abraham's year was the lunar year of 360 days. The period stated gives a total of 176,400 days.

Who are Involved? - 'Thy people, thy holy city' refer to the Jews and Jerusalem or Judea. We therefore have a period of 490 years involving the Jews and Jerusalem.

When Does this Period End? - In the second half of verse 24 the end of the period is given by six separate events:

i) “to finish the transgression” - the start of the Millennium at the Second Advent of Christ.

ii) “make an end to sins” - perfect environment starts at the Second Advent of Christ and continues for a thousand years. Romans 8:19-21

iii) “make reconciliation” - since AD 70 the Jews have been dispersed amongst the nations, they will continue to be dispersed until Jesus Christ calls them all back to their land at the Second Advent of Christ to set up the Kingdom.

iv) “bring in everlasting righteousness” - the Millennium starts a period of everlasting righteousness with the reign of Christ, this everlasting righteousness continues into the eternal future. This period starts at the Second Advent of Christ.

v) “to seal up the vision and prophecy” - the Second Advent of Christ fulfills the Abrahamic, Palestinian and Davidic covenant as well as this prophecy.

vi) “to anoint the most Holy” - at the Second Advent of Christ Jesus is anointed King of Israel.

CONCLUSION 

The terminal point in all six statements can therefore be said to be the Second Advent of Christ or the midnight hour of Matthew 25:6. We thus have a period from Daniel 9:24 of 490 Jewish lunar/prophetic years each having 360 days terminating at the Second Advent of Christ.
DIVISION OF THE 70 WEEKS

In the next three verses the period of 70 weeks is carefully divided into three sections.

Daniel 9:25 "Know therefore and understand that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks (49 years) and three score and two weeks (434 years), the streets shall be built again, and the wall even in troubled times." 

We have therefore three periods into which the 70 weeks is split - 7 weeks + 62 weeks leaving a balance of 1 week. Expressed in years we have 49 years + 434 years + 7 years = 490 years.

What is the Starting Point?

Daniel wrote this prophecy while in Babylon where the Jews had been held in captivity since 586 BC after the complete destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar. 

The Babylonian Empire fell during the night of Belshazzar’s Feast when the writing was seen on the wall. The Medes and Persians who took over were pro-Semitic and issued edicts regarding Jerusalem and the Temple.

There were three edicts issued by Persian rulers dating after the time of Daniel and relating to the Jews returning to their homeland, they were:-

i) The edict of Cyrus in 538 BC to rebuild the house of the Lord (Temple) Ezra 1.

ii) The edict of Darius in 520 BC to rebuild the Temple which is found in Ezra 6. Darius' edict was to confirm Cyrus' previous order as the temple works had been stopped after the death of Cyrus by his successor.

iii) The edict of Artaxerxes Longimanus in 445 BC to rebuild the city of Jerusalem Nehemiah 2

Which Edict?

Daniel 9:25 shows that the critical commandment which starts the 70 week clock ticking was the order to rebuild Jerusalem. The commencement was therefore the edict of Artaxerxes in 445 BC 

The practice of Persian Kings was to issue such orders on their New Years day, the 1st of the month of Nisan. Using the services of H B Airy the Astronomer Royal in London, Sir Robert Anderson, was able to determine that the 1st Nisan of 445 BC occurred on 14th March 445 BC. 

We therefore have the following timeline: - 14th March 445 BC -- 490 years -- 2nd Advent

It also states that Jerusalem will be rebuilt with its walls completed after 49 years (7 weeks) in difficult circumstances. There is considerable Biblical evidence in the book of Nehemiah that Jerusalem was rebuilt under very difficult circumstances.

What happens next?

Daniel 9:26a  "And after three score and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for Himself. " 

Who is the Messiah? – The Lord Jesus Christ!

In Luke 19:38, on entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday just prior to his crucifixion the crowd welcomed the Lord Jesus Christ as the promised Messiah. 

This was the only time in His ministry when he was so called by the general populace of Jerusalem.

When did this occur?

According to Luke 3:1 Jesus Christ was baptised in the 15th year of Tiberius Caesar. As his ministry was three years in length, the entry into Jerusalem occurred in the 18th year of Tiberius. 

Searches of literature including, 'The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire' by Gibbon, has shown that Tiberius became Caesar in 14 AD.  Entrance into Jerusalem was therefore on Palm Sunday 32 AD. Again by computation the date of Palm Sunday 32 AD was 6th April AD 32.

If this is correct, we should find correlation between the 483 Jewish years to the cutting off of the Messiah and the time between 14th March 445 BC and 6th April AD 32. 

The time between these two dates in our current calendar years is 476 years and 24 days. The total number of days is therefore as follows:-

476 years x 365 days
173,740

Plus 14/3 to 6/4 = 
24

Plus Leap years = 
116

TOTAL

 
173,880 days.

Jewish time:  483 x 360 
173,880 days
Our revised timeline now shows: - 14th March 445 BC -- 483 years -- 6th April 32 AD-- +7 years -- 2nd Advent

The following questions now arise

a) Has the Second Advent of Jesus Christ occurred? – Answer – No!.

b) Is it longer than 7 years since Jesus Christ rode into Jerusalem? – Answer Yes!.

THE ONLY LOGICAL CONCLUSION 

As the 70 weeks of Daniel finish at the Second Advent of Christ there must be a gap between the 69th and the 70th week of Daniel.

Our revised timeline -  445 BC -- 483 years -- 32 AD -- GAP -- 7 years -- 2nd Advent

This “GAP” of nearly 2000 years has been filled in God's view of history by the Church Age. 

God does not deal with the Church and Israel at the same time. Daniel’s prophecy which we are reviewing is for the Jews. The 70th week which is 7 years in length therefore starts after the Church Age and terminates at the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

These last seven years of the 490 years promised by God to the Jews are the worst 7 years in the history of man. They are called the Tribulation with the second half being called the Great Tribulation or Jacob’s Trouble.

THE 70TH WEEK 

The course of this 70th week is described in Daniel 9:26b, 27. "and the people of the prince (the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire) that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary, and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and until the end of the war, desolations are determined.  27 And he (the dictator) shall confirm the covenant (mutual defence pact) with the many (the Jews) for one week (7 years) and in the midst of the week (31/2 years) he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation [Jewish sacrifices in the Temple] to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations be shall make it desolate, (this refers to the erection of an image of the dictator in the rebuilt temple in Jerusalem, Revelation 13:11-15) even until the consummation (the 2nd Advent) and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate (the dictator will be judged and cast into the Lake of Fire Revelation 19:20)."

Finally we thus have Daniel's 70 weeks divided as shown:-

445 BC -- 483 years -- 32 AD -- CHURCH AGE-- TRIBULATION [7 years] -- 2nd Advent

CONCLUSION

It is therefore demonstrated that the Church Age has finished some seven years prior to the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ and the responsibility of the spread of the gospel returned to the Jews. 

This fact is clearly seen in the ministry of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists of Revelation 7:1-8 and Revelation 14:1 which is dealt with after the period of the Churches in Revelation 2&3 and before the Second Coming of Christ in glory in Revelation 19.
DISPENSATION OF THE GENTILES OR FAMILY

1. Scripture:  Genesis 1-11
2. Limits:  Adam to Abraham.

3. Divided into Three Sections

a) The Age of Innocence (Genesis 1:28-3:22)
b) The Age of Rebellion (Genesis 3:23-8:20)
c) The Age of Nations (Genesis 8:21-11:32)
4. Characteristics

a) One Language. (Genesis 11:6)
b) One race - the Gentiles (Genesis 11:6)
c) No written scripture

d) No missionary agency; every believer responsible for the gospel - particularly the father.

e) Means of salvation - belief in Christ. (Romans 4:3)
f) Time span - approximately 2,000 years

g) Major judgements - Noah (flood) (Genesis 7)
h) At death believers went to Paradise.

i) At death unbelievers went to Torments.

j) Priesthood - specialized - particularly the father.

k) The Law - no Mosaic Law.

l) Holy Spirit - assisted a selected few believers

m) Environment - perfect in the garden, progressively worse after sin (Genesis 1:31, 3:17-18).

n) Satan - In heaven and on earth.

o) Rebellion. Adam and Eve. Tower of Babel. (Genesis 11:1-9)
5.  During this Age, God established four institutions for mankind to live by:-

a) Free Will (Genesis 2:16,17)
b) Marriage (Genesis 2:22-24)
c) Family (Genesis 4:1)
d) Human government and Nations (Genesis 9-11)
6. During this Age, Satan attacked these frameworks.

a) Free Will (Genesis 3) - the fall of Adam and Eve.

b) Marriage and Family (Genesis 6)- the angelic infiltration.

c) Nationalism (Genesis 11:1-9) - Internationalism in the tower of Babel. 

DISPENSATION OF THE AGE OF ISRAEL OR THE JEWS

1. Scripture:  Genesis 12 - Acts.
2. Limits:  Abraham to Second Advent.

3. Divided into Three Sections

a) The Patriarchs - Abraham - Moses.

b) The Law. Moses - Pentecost.

c) The Tribulation - Rapture - 2nd Advent.

4. Characteristics

a) Length of Age - approximately 2,000 years.

b) Means of salvation - faith in Christ (James 2:23)
c) Written Scripture - Old Testament completed 425 BC

d) Evangelists - The Jews

e) Four Unconditional Everlasting Covenants given:-

i) Abrahamic (Genesis 12:1-3)
ii) Davidic (2 Samuel 7:8-16)
iii) Palestinian (Genesis 15:18-21)
iv) New (Jeremiah 31:31-34)
These are fulfilled at the Second Advent, when Jesus, the Messiah returns to earth to reign as King.

f) Specific discipline for failure to comply with Divine Direction include:-

i) Where a foreign country rules the Jews (e.g. Rome from 60 BC. to 70 AD.)

ii) Where the Jews are removed from the land (e.g. Babylonian captivity 586 to 516 BC)

g) Major judgements - Babylonian captivity.

h) At death believers - Paradise (Abraham's Bosom) (Luke 16:19-31
i) At death unbelievers - Torments (Luke 16:19-31)
j) Priesthood - Levitical (Exodus 28-29)
k) The Law - given to Moses (Exodus 19-24)
l) Holy Spirit - assisted a selected few believers – e.g. Gideon, David, Samson.

m) Environment - sinful.

n) Satan - in heaven and on earth.

o) Rebellion - Idolatry, rejection of the Law of God.

p) Many languages - (Genesis 11:9)
q) Many races of people (Genesis 11:9)
r) Spirituality - resting in the promise of God (Hebrews 11:8-40)
5. The Jewish Age is interrupted at the crucifixion of Jesus Christ (Daniel 9:26a).  Instead of accepting their Messiah, the Jews rejected and crucified Him. 

God therefore has temporarily set the Jews aside and ordained the Church as His ambassadors on earth Romans 11:17-25. 

When the Church is removed from the earth (known as the Rapture), God will re-institute the Jews as His ambassadors. This will last for a period of seven years (Daniel 9:26b-27), known as the Tribulation, during which time the Jews will repent and call upon their Messiah.  The Lord Jesus Christ will then come back to earth at the Second Advent to regather Israel and establish His kingdom on earth.

DISPENSATIONS – CHURCH 

1. Limits:  Feast of Pentecost to Rapture 

2. Characteristics

a) Length of Age - Unknown - but possibly about 2,000 years.

b) Means of Salvation - Faith in Christ. (Acts 16:31)

c) Written Scripture - Old Testament - Pre Canon; Whole Bible - Post Canon.

d) Evangelists - all believers (Matthew 28:18-20, 2 Corinthians 5:20)
e) Major Judgment -- Nil

f) At death (believers) - Heaven, face to face with the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8)
g) At death (unbelievers) - Torments, Hades.

h) Priesthood - all believers as priests (1 Peter 2:9)
i) The Law - grace, the law having been fulfilled by Jesus Christ (Matthew 5:17)
j) Holy Spirit - indwells all believers (John 7:39, 1 Corinthians 6:19)
k) Environment - sinful.

l) Satan - in Heaven or on earth

m) Rebellion - Apostasy (2 Timothy 3:1-6)
n) Many languages - (Genesis 11:9)
o) Many races of people - (Genesis 11:9)
p) Spirituality - filling of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18)
q) Every believer in union with Christ. (1 Corinthians 12:13)
r) Every believer indwelt by Christ. John 14:20
3. The Church Age is not mentioned in the Old Testament.

a) The Church was a mystery to Old Testament writers. (Colossians 1:25-26)
b) The Old Testament Scriptures include everything such as the Incarnation, the Cross, the Resurrection, Ascension and Session of Jesus Christ. The Old Testament Scriptures then skip over the Church Age to the Tribulation, Second Advent and Millennium.

c) Examples of scriptures in the Old Testament where the great parenthesis occurs are Daniel 2:40,41,  7:23,24,  9:26a,26b,  11:35,36, Hosea 3:4,5 , Isaiah 61:2a,2b

THE TRIBULATION OR THE TIME OF JACOB'S TROUBLE

1. The Tribulation is actually the last seven years of the Age of Israel (see above)

2. General Scripture (Revelation 4-19)
3. Limits:  Rapture to Second Advent

4. Characteristics:

a) Length of Age - 7 years. (Daniel 9:27)
b) Means of Salvation - faith in Christ.

c) Scripture - completed Canon.

d) Evangelists – Primarily 144,000 Jewish evangelists (Revelation 7). Also angelic evangelists (Revelation 14:6-7)
e) Major judgments - a succession of judgments upon the unbelieving world  (Matthew 24:21)

f) At death believers - Heaven (Revelation 15:12)
g) At death unbelievers - Torments, Hades.

h) Priesthood - specialised priesthood - Jews.

i) The Law - no Law (Matthew 5:17)
j) Holy Spirit - assists believers but does not indwell.

k) Environment - sinful - Antichrist and Satan rule the whole world.

l) Satan - in Heaven or on earth for first 3 1/2 years; cast down to earth for second 3 1/2 years (Revelation 12:9).

m) Rebellion - Armageddon, one world political and religious system.

n) Spirituality- resting in the promises of God.

o) Three sets of Judgements - seals (Revelation 6), trumpets (Revelation 8), judgements (Revelation 15,16).
DISPENSATION OF THE MILLENNIUM

1. General Scripture:  Many Old Testament passages, Revelation 20
2. Limits:  Second Advent to Great White Throne Judgement

3. Characteristics:

a) Length of Age - 1,000 years.

b) Means of Salvation - Faith in Christ.

c) Scripture - the person of Christ.

d) Evangelists - the person of Christ.

e) Major Judgments

i) Baptism of Fire (Matthew 3:12, 24:36-41)
ii) Last Judgment (Revelation 20:11-15)
iii) Destruction of Universe (2 Peter 3:7-13)
f) Death extremely rare in the Millennium. Extended life span. (Isaiah 65:20)

g) At death, unbelievers - Torments.

h) Priesthood - Christ.

i) The Law - no Law, Jesus Christ has fulfilled the law. (Matthew 5:17)
j) Holy Spirit - universal indwelling of the believer. (Joel 2:28-29)
k) Environment - perfect (Isaiah 11:1-9)
l) Satan - chained in the abyss until the end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:2-3)
m) Rebellion - unbelievers at the end of the Age. (Revelation 20:7-9)
n) Spirituality - filling of the Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28,29)
o) No human religion - Satan bound - no influence on the earth. (Isaiah 2:3, John 8:44 cf Rev 20:1-3)
p) Israel -restored (Isaiah 35:3-10)
q) Universal peace (Psalm 46:9, Hosea 2:18, Micah 4:3)
r) Perfect government with Christ as King (Isaiah 11:1-5, Zechariah 14:9)
s) Universal prosperity (Psalm 72:7)
t) Universal knowledge of God. (Isaiah 11:9)
u) Radical changes in nature - restored to perfection as in the Garden of Eden

i) Mankind loosened from the bondage of sin. (Romans 8:19-22)
ii) Sin has no adverse effect on nature (Genesis 3:17-18 cf Isaiah 35:1-2,7)
iii) Animals will lose their ferocity (Isaiah 11:6-8, 65:25)
iv) Millennium begins with believers only.

THE AGE OF THE GENTILES

Around 2600 years ago the Age of the Gentiles was inserted into the Plan of God at the time when the southern Kingdom went into captivity in Babylon. This removed the last of the Jews in the Promised land as the Northern Kingdom had been removed by Assyria into perpetual dispersal in 712 BC some 130 years earlier. 
Since that time Jerusalem has been trodden underfoot by the Gentiles and will only be fully free of these actions when the Lord Jesus Christ returns at the Second Advent.
At the end of the Age of the Gentiles a large number of Jews accept the Lord Jesus Christ as their Messiah and the Remarriage of Jehovah and the Israel will occur.

The period involved is Daniel’s 70th week and involves the last 7 years immediately preceding the Second Advent of Jesus Christ

The final period of time will be the 1000 years of the Millennial Reign of Christ on the earth which will end with the Eternal Plan of God unscathed and completed. 
AGE OF THE GENTILES – NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S DREAM
1. In the book of Daniel visions showing the course of the empires in history.

2. Head of Gold (Daniel 2:32, 38)
Chaldean Empire under Nebuchadnezzar who dispersed the Southern Kingdom in 586 BC and took them into captivity in Babylon. The last king was Belshazzar who was defeated the by the Persians in 538 BC (Daniel 5; 7:4).

3. Shoulders of Silver (Daniel 2:32, 39)
The Medio Persian Empire under Cyrus the Persian and Darius the Mede who having overthrown the Chaldeans in 538 BC dominated the Middle East until 331 BC. (Daniel 7:5, 8:3-8, 20-22).
4. Belly of Bronze (Daniel 2:32, 39)
The Greek Empire under Alexander the Great who conquered the known world in 12 years, died of an alcohol related disease in Babylon as he was trying to set up a super race of half Greek and half Persians. His empire lasted until the 1st century BC with the death of Cleopatra in Egypt. (Daniel 7:6, 8:3-8, 20-22).

5. Legs of Iron (Daniel 2:33, 40)

The Roman Empire was in two parts, east and west based on Constantinople and Rome. It finally collapsed under the Vandals, its last emperor being Romulus Augustus in the 5th century AD) (Daniel 7:7).
6. Ten Toes of Iron and Clay (Daniel 2:33, 41-3, 7:8, Revelation. 13:1)
The Revived Roman Empire of the Tribulation which forms the power base for the Beast.

7. The Rock (Daniel 2:34,35, 44-5,7:11,12)
At the return of the Lord Jesus Christ at the Second Advent to overthrow the world empires and reign, the stone takes up the whole earth.

8. The Empires
In (Revelation 17:10) it mentions seven kings or empires, five of which had fallen, one is, and the other is not yet come. Remembering these words were written by John in AD 96, 'that which is' is the Roman Empire. 
The Empires are as follows:-

a) Those that have fallen: Egypt, Assyria, Chaldea, Persia, Greece.

b) That which is: Roman.

c) That which is to come: Revived Roman Empire.

9. In both Nebuchadnezzar's dream in (Daniel 2) and the passage in (Daniel 7), man-made empires are destroyed by God. Worldwide empires tend to elevate man to a place of self-glorification, whilst all glory should go to God. God promotes nations (Genesis 10) and judges internationalism (Daniel 2:7).

BIBLICAL ACTIVITY AT THE START OF THE AGE OF THE GENTILES 

The Major Prophets with the exception of Isaiah date from this time

Jeremiah - 627-580 BC 

Lamentations - 586 BC

Daniel - 605-530 BC

Ezekiel – 593-570 BC

INCREASED NON BIBLICAL ACTIVITY AT THE START OF THE AGE OF THE GENTILES

The Age of the Gentiles commenced with the Babylonian Captivity of Israel and coincided with the sudden influx of religions and world systems. In the East these seven religions developed or in the case of Hinduism has a coalescence at this time

Buddhism began in India around 500 BC and remains the dominant world religion in the East. There are over 360 million followers of Buddhism worldwide. Buddhism is based on the teachings of an Indian prince named Siddharta Gautama 
Confucianism, is described as tradition, a philosophy, a religion, a humanistic or rationalistic religion, a way of governing, or simply a way of life. Confucianism developed from what was later called the Hundred Schools of Thought from the teachings of the Chinese philosopher Confucius 551–479 BC) 
Hinduism While Hinduism predated this period the "Hindu synthesis" started to develop from 500 BC following the Vedic Period from 1500 BC
Shinto ("the way of the Kami") is the name of the formal state religion of Japan that was first used in the 6th century AD, although the roots of the religion go back to at least the 6th century BC. Shinto has no founder, no official sacred texts, and no formalized system of doctrine.
Taoism(also known as Daoism) is based on the teachings of the Tao Te Ching, a short tract written in the 6th century BC in China. 
Taoism emphasizes spiritual harmony within the individual, complementing Confucianism's focus on social duty. The two great Chinese belief systems were founded at about the same time and continue to exist side-by-side in today's China. 
Vedanta - Of the schools of Vedanta before the composition of the Brahma Sutras (400–450 BC), almost nothing is known. 

Zoroaster (the Greek name by which the Iranian prophet Zarathustra has become known) is traditionally believed to have lived and taught in the early part of the 6th century BC. 
His home is probably in the region to the east of the Caspian Sea. The main theme of Zoroaster's teaching is to replace the numerous ahuras or gods of the traditional Indo Iranian religion with just one, the supreme God or 'Wise Lord', Ahura Mazda.

Sun Tsu in China was active in the 6th Century BC . He was a Chinese General, Military Strategist and author of the Art of War an immensely influential ancient Chinese book on military strategy.; 
In the West Pythagoras and Solon were active in the time of the Babylonian Exile. Philosophy, Mathematics and Democracy-Tyranny are established in the West. And Rome had its first census with a population of 84700.

ISRAEL AND THE CHURCH

The Church is different from Israel.

1. The Jewish People (Hebrews/Israelis) started with Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3). - The Church started at Pentecost. (Acts 2, Galatians 3:26-28)
2. Israel was promised blessings on earth. (Deuteronomy 28:1-14) - The Church is promised blessings in heavenly places. (Ephesians 1:3, Hebrews 3:1.)
3. Israel's relationship to God was based on a Covenant. (Genesis 17:7,8) - The Church's relationship to God is based on new birth. (John 1:12-13, 1 Peter 1:23.)
4. Israel's prophecy is mainly in the Old Testament. - Prophecy relating to the Church is only in the New Testament.

5. Israel worshipped at Jerusalem. (Psalm 122:1-4) - The Church worships where two or three are gathered together in Christ's name. (Matthew 18:20)
6. Israel lived under the law. (Ezekiel 20:10-12) - The Church is under grace (John 1:17; Romans 6:14).

7. Israel's destiny is with Palestine. (Isaiah 60:18-21) - The Church destiny is heaven.(l Thessalonians 4:13-18)
8. Christ is King and Messiah to Israel. - Christ is the Head and Bridegroom to the Church.

9. Israel contained Jews only. - The Church is made up of both Jews and Gentiles.

10. Israel contained believers and unbelievers. - The Church contains believers only.

ISRAEL THE WIFE OF JEHOVAH

Israel was not in the original table of nations. Because of the failure of man at the Flood and then again at Babel God created a special group through Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The relationship between God and Israel is in six distinct stages.

1 
The Marriage Contract - God entered into a marriage contract with Israel at Mt Sinai with those who were present at this time. Such a covenant was always recognised as a marriage contract by Jewish prophets. Deuteronomy 5:1-3. Israel is warned against following other gods which would result in being subject to the anger of God. Exodus 20:1-6, Deuteronomy 6:13-15. Israel is again described as the one chosen by God Deuteronomy 7:6. Later in the chapter God shows His faithfulness and generosity to his wife. Deuteronomy 7:9-11
2 
The Adultery - Israel however failed and did not only commit adultery with one lover but was guilty of promiscuity with many lovers. Adultery meant that the marriage contract was now null and void. Jeremiah 3:1. In Ezekiel 16 the prophet details the adultery which was with the gods of Egypt, Assyria and Chaldea. The stupidity of these actions is that Israel willingly gave herself to the gods of these nations who did the most to hurt her. She had turned away from the husband who had faithfully provided for her to those who would just use her.

3 
The Separation - Because of this adultery a separation took place between God and Israel in the times of Isaiah. Rather than divorce, a separation which lasted around a century took place. The separation involved the removal of blessings which were to be received by Israel if she remained faithful. Isaiah 50:1
4 
The Divorce - In the days of Jeremiah Israel was divorced by God. Jeremiah 3:6-10. The century of separation had failed to produce repentance in Israel so that the divorce was made on the basis of Israel’s adultery. Samaria, the ten tribes had already been taken into captivity by the Assyrians in 722 BC and only a remnant returned as part of the southern group. 
The southern kingdom of Judah had had some response to the Lord under Josiah but it was short lived and they went into captivity to the Chaldeans under Nebuchadnezzar in a series of action completed in 586 BC. We now entered into the “Time of the Gentiles”.

5 
The Punishment - The punishment of God is mentioned in a number of passages. In Ezekiel 16:35-43 after stating the need of punishment due to adultery, the use of former lovers is seen as the means of punishment, Egypt, Assyria and Chaldea. The purpose of the punishment was to cause Israel to stop sinning.  In verses 58-59 it is seen that the punishment is because she has broken the marriage contract. God constantly calls on Israel to stop sinning but they continue to do so. This call is given in Jeremiah 3:11-18. However to date Israel is still under punishment as shown by her worldwide dispersion and the persecutions of the Jews around the world. 

6 
The Remarriage - However the sixth stage which is yet to come was foretold by the Jewish prophets.  After the divorce this would require a new marriage contract. This is the New Covenant of Jeremiah 31:31-34. This time, unlike the Mosaic Covenant, which was conditional, the new marriage contract will be unconditional and everlasting. The times of the Gentiles will finish. Israel’s land will be restored. In the future, after the acceptance of the Messiah by Israel in the time of the Tribulation, Israel and Jehovah will be re-married with all her blessings restored.

THE CHURCH

1. Greek EKKLESIA (literally "the called out ones")

This word is used four different ways in scripture.

a) Citizen Assembly (Acts 19:32)
b) Assembly of Israel (Acts 7:38)
c) Synagogue (Matthew 18:17)
d) Body of Christ (all believers) (Ephesians 1:22,23, 5:25-7, Colossians 1:18)
2. The church is said to be a mystery. (Ephesians 3:1-6, Colossians 1:25,26, Romans 16:25,26). Mystery - something that was hidden in the past in the Old Testament period but is now revealed.

3. The Church began at Pentecost 32 AD (Acts 2) and will be removed from the earth at the Rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:17)

4. Believers in the Church Age are unique, having spiritual blessings which did not exist in the Old Testament.

a) Every believer is united with Christ, in the Body of Christ.

b) Jesus Christ indwells every believer.

c) The Holy Spirit indwells every believer.

d) Every believer is a priest, praying and serving directly to God.

e) We have a completed canon of scripture.

f) Believers are commanded to live by the Spirit, not by Law.

g) Every believer is an ambassador of Christ.

CHURCH – BRIDE OF CHRIST

1. The Body of Christ is being formed on the earth during the Church Age. (Ephesians 1:22-23, 2:16, 4:4-5, 5:23, Colossians 1:18, 1:24, 2:19).

2. It is being completed by entering every believer of the Church Age into union with Christ. (1 Corinthians 12:12-14)
3. When the body is completed the Rapture occurs. (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18, 1 Corinthians 15:51-7. Compared with Revelation 19:6-8, Zechariah 13:2 and 1 Thessalonians 3:13)
4. During the tribulation on earth the bride is being dressed in heaven.

a) For ultimate sanctification - the resurrection body. (1 Corinthians 15:51-7, Philippians 3:21, 1 John 3:1,2).

b) The bride is prepared by being cleansed from all human good. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)
c) The bride no longer possesses a sinful nature (Revelation 19:7-8)
5. The Bride returns in triumph with Christ at the Second Advent. (1 Thessalonians 3:13)
6. Upon the return of the bride and groom judgment occurs. (Psalm 110:1)
a) Disarming of demons (Colossians 2:15)
b) Satan is imprisoned for 1,000 years. (Revelation 20:1-3)
c) Jesus Christ casts demons into prison Zechariah 13:2, Colossians 2:15, 1 Corinthians 15:24,25)
7. Coronation of the Groom, Jesus Christ is Crowned King of the World. (Revelation 19:6)
8. Wedding Supper of the Lamb. (Revelation 19:7-9)
a) Marriage occurred in heaven, supper to take place on earth. (Matthew 25:1-13)
b) Wedding supper described in detail (Revelation 19:6-9)
c) Four groups involved in this supper:-

i) The Groom - Jesus Christ.

ii) The Friends of the Groom - Old Testament Saints (John 3:29)
iii) The Bride - Church Age Believers.

iv) The Friends of the Bride - Tribulation believers, i.e. those who have known the Bride and become believers. (Matthew  25:1-13)
CHURCH AGE – INTERCALATION OR INSERTION OF THE CHURCH INTO HISTORY
1. 
The CHURCH AGE is not mentioned in the Old Testament.  It has been inserted later by God.

2. 
Since the Church is a mystery it was not revealed to Old Testament writers. Colossians 1:25,26 - Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; 26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: [cf Ephesians 3:2-9]
The Old Testament Scriptures include everything such as the Incarnation, the Cross, the Resurrection, Ascension and Session of Jesus Christ.  
The Old Testament Scriptures then skip over the Church Age to the Tribulation, Second Advent and Millennium.

3. 
Therefore all doctrine pertinent to the Church Age is intercalated or inserted.

4. 
Some Scriptures in the Old Testament where the Great Parenthesis occurs are: Daniel 2:40 and 41, Daniel 7:23 and 24, Daniel 9:26a and 26b, Daniel 11:35 and 36 Isaiah 61:2a and 2b

FULFILMENT OF THE FEASTS OF ISRAEL

In the Jewish calendar seven feasts were ordained by God in Leviticus 23 for the Jews to follow and to be a sign to all believers. 

In order the feasts were:-

a) Passover

b) Unleavened Bread

c) First Fruits

d) Pentecost

Interval 

e) Trumpets

f) Atonement

g) Tabernacles

These seven feasts have significance to the Jews as well as having a prophetic significance in the complete career of the Messiah from His death to his Millennial reign.

They were divided into two groups with Passover to Pentecost in the northern Spring period from March to June and Trumpets to Tabernacles occurring in the Autumn period of September to October.
FULFILMENT OF THE SPRING FEASTS

The first four feasts related to the First Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ and were fulfilled to the day in 32 AD with the death and resurrection of our Lord and the commencement of the Interval with the sending of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost to commenced the Church Age. 

PASSOVER fulfilled at The Crucifixion on Passover AD 32

UNLEAVENED BREAD fulfilled at Burial of Christ on Unleavened Bread AD 32

FIRST-FRUITS fulfilled at Resurrection of Christ on First-Fruits AD 32

PENTECOST fulfilled at End of Jewish Age on Pentecost AD 32 and represents the Birthday of the Church.
PRESENT SITUATION

The first four feasts have therefore been fulfilled but the last three have not. The first four were fulfilled in the events of the first coming while the last three will be fulfilled in the events of the Second Coming of Jesus. The insertion is the Church Age.

This period, according to Leviticus 23:22, is a time for the leaving of the gleanings for the poor and the stranger. This is a beautiful picture of the mission of the Church as it is today.

In John 4:35 Jesus says that there are yet four months unto harvest. This is the same four months between the first and second groups of feasts. Christ takes the picture of the fields being white unto harvest as a symbol of gospel evangelism.

The Church Age interrupts the programme of the festivals for Israel. Here the people in the Church Age receive the gleanings as the poor and stranger.

At this time the spiritual revival of the nation of Israel has not yet occurred so the Church Age continues with the Holy Spirit indwelling every believer. This situation will occur until the Holy Spirit together with the Church Age believers are removed at the Rapture of the Church. 2 Thessalonians 2:6-7
FULFILMENT OF THE AUTUMN FEAST

The fulfilment of the last three feasts is in the future and in conjunction with the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ
TRUMPETS will be fulfilled with the removal of the Church in preparation for the Tribulation period, the 70th week of Daniel [see above]

ATONEMENT involves the revival of a large proportion of the Jewish nation as a result of events involved in the Tribulation period.

TABERNACLES fulfilled by the Millennial Reign of the Lord Jesus Christ which happens after the Jewish revival.

REPLACEMENT THEOLOGY 

Replacement theology is the view that the international Church has superseded for all times national Israel as the institution for the administration of divine blessing to the world. This means that they consider the Church is the new or true Israel that has permanently replaced or superseded Israel as the people of God. 

Replacement theology has been the fuel that has energized Mediaeval anti-Semitism, Eastern European pogroms, the Holocaust and contemporary disdain for the modern state of Israel. It may also influence how one views the modern state of Israel and events in the Middle East. Wherever replacement theology has flourished it has been bad news for the Jewish people. 

We believe that the church is the current instrument through which God is working in this age, but God has a future time in which He will spiritually revive national Israel for around seven years as the institution for the administration of divine blessing to the world. 

[For additional material please see book 142 available from the EBCWA website]

CHAPTER 12 – GOD USING COSMIC EVENTS FOR INTERVENTIONS IN HISTORY

In this section we examine the use of cosmic events in intervening in history. 

We will examine historical events, events in current history and prophecy as to His continuing to use these devastating means as part of the Eternal Plan of God.

The emphasis will be on seeing how God has used these events to protect Israel, His bride, under difficult times and to judge Gentile nations who challenge His covenant with Abraham and his lineage.

At other times these events protect humanity as a whole or nations protecting the Jews.

EVALUATION

These events will be looked at in note form only

Event 

FLOOD OF NOAH
Scripture 
Genesis 6-8
Description
Genesis 6:5 “And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. 7 And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them. 8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.” 
Judgment 
Global Flood

Purpose
This was to preserve the line of the future Messiah as a perfect human blood line. It was also at the end of the First Civilisation
Beneficiary
Mankind as a whole as, if no true humanity existed, no Salvation would have been possible
Event

TOWER OF BABEL
Scripture 
Genesis 11:1-9
Description
God had recognised that too much power corrupts and that a one world dictatorship would destroy evangelism and divert the human race from seeking a relationship with Him
Judgment
Confusion of languages forcing the human race to be scattered worldwide

Purpose
To provide nations rather than internationalism
Beneficiary
Mankind as a whole as independent nations facilitates good governance. 
Event 

SODOM AND GOMORRAH
Scripture 
Genesis 19:24-25
Description
Lot and his family had chosen to live in the plain with the glamour of the cities rather than live in tents as Abraham had chosen to demonstrate that God provides rather than man. 
Judgment 
Genesis 19:24 “Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven” 
Purpose 
To judge the extreme decadence of Sodom and Gomorrah and answer Abraham’s prayer for the preservation of believes in his nephew’s family.

Beneficiary
Lot and his two daughters 
Event 

THE EXODUS
Scripture 
Exodus Chapters 7-14
Description
The children of Israel had become slaves in Egypt and had for a long time been subject to aggressive anti Semitism including ethnic cleansing. In this judgment we should note hereunder that the hail of judgment was countrywide except in Goshen.
Judgment 
Exodus 9:24 “So there was hail, and fire mingled with the hail, very grievous, such as there was none like it in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation. 25 And the hail smote throughout all the land of Egypt all that was in the field, both man and beast; and the hail smote every herb of the field, and brake every tree of the field. 26 Only in the land of Goshen, where the children of Israel were, was there no hail.

Purpose
Israel who had already been given unconditional covenants by God to be released and return to the Promised land because the level of the Iniquity of the Amorites had peaked. 
Beneficiary
Israel
Event 

THE LONG DAY OF JOSHUA
Scripture 
Joshua 10:10-14 ” And the LORD discomfited them before Israel, and slew them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, and chased them along the way that goeth up to Bethhoron, and smote them to Azekah, and unto Makkedah. 11 And it came to pass, as they fled from before Israel, and were in the going down to Bethhoron, that the LORD cast down great stones from heaven upon them unto Azekah, and they died: they were more which died with hailstones than they whom the children of Israel slew with the sword. 12 Then spake Joshua to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. 13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day. 14 And there was no day like that before it or after it, that the LORD hearkened unto the voice of a man: for the LORD fought for Israel.

Description
After the battle of Ai five kings from the Promised Land joined together to fight with Israel. Joshua came up from Gilgal where they had celebrated entry into the Promised Land and offered sacrifice to the Lord. 
As they approached the battle God said “Fear them not: for I have delivered them into thine hand; there shall not a man of them stand before thee.” Joshua 10:8b
Judgment 
The LORD cast down great stones from heaven upon them unto Azekah, and they died: they were more which died with hailstones than they whom the children of Israel slew with the sword.
Purpose
To assist Israel in the defeat of their enemies as part of the Divine Judgment on Canaan
Beneficiary
Israel who are coming back into the Promised Land benefit. 
Note - Here again we see God using huge stones to decimate the opposing army as in the Exodus
Event 

SUBDUING OF THE PHILISTINES 
Scripture 
1 Samuel 7:7-13 And when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel were gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords of the Philistines went up against Israel. And when the children of Israel heard it, they were afraid of the Philistines.8 And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to cry unto the LORD our God for us, that he will save us out of the hand of the Philistines. 9 And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it for a burnt offering wholly unto the LORD: and Samuel cried unto the LORD for Israel; and the LORD heard him. 10 And as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to battle against Israel: but the LORD thundered with a great thunder on that day upon the Philistines, and discomfited them; and they were smitten before Israel. 11 And the men of Israel went out of Mizpeh, and pursued the Philistines, and smote them, until they came under Bethcar. 12 Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh and Shen, and called the name of it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath the LORD helped us. 13 So the Philistines were subdued, and they came no more into the coast of Israel: and the hand of the LORD was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel.

Description 
Israel was frightened of the Philistines asking Samuel to cry out to the Lord for deliverance. Samuel offered a sacrifice and God responded 
Judgment 
1 Samuel 7:10 b ‘The Philistines drew near to battle against Israel: but the LORD thundered with a great thunder on that day upon the Philistines, and discomfited them; and they were smitten before Israel.’ Again it indicates rocks from heaven as well as a tremendous storm as the means of judgment.
Purpose
To place the future of Israel in the Promised Land in God’s hands
Beneficiary
Israel who is coming back into the Promised Land again benefit. 
Event 

DAVID’S DELIVERANCE FROM THE GIANTS
Scripture 
2 Samuel 22:8-19, Psalm 18:7-18
Description
David as a younger man was delivered from the giants and praised God for his protection
Judgment
2 Samuel 22:8 Then the earth shook and trembled; the foundations of heaven moved and shook, because he was wroth.9 There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out of his mouth devoured: coals were kindled by it. 10 He bowed the heavens also, and came down; and darkness was under his feet. 11 And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly: and he was seen upon the wings of the wind. 12 And he made darkness pavilions round about him, dark waters, and thick clouds of the skies. 13 Through the brightness before him were coals of fire kindled. 14 The LORD thundered from heaven, and the most High uttered his voice. 15 And he sent out arrows, and scattered them; lightning, and discomfited them”.
Here again we see much evidence of an astronomical catastrophe

Purpose
God needed to preserve David as he was the ancestor of both Joseph and Mary and will reign as the Crown Prince in the Millennium. He had promised David a throne which he had not as yet received 
Beneficiary
David and the Plan of God 
Event 

DESTRUCTION OF THE PROPHETS OF BAAL
Scripture 
2 Kings 18: 36-40 “And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. 37 Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. 38 Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God. 40 And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape. And they took them: and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there.”

Description 
Elijah was facing as a true prophet a group of 450 priests of Baal in a test of the truth.
Judgment 
Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.
Purpose
To demonstrate the Power and Glory of God
Beneficiary
The land of Israel cleansed from the worship of Baal

Event 

THE ASSYRIAN ATTACK ON JERUSALEM IN 701 BC 
Scripture 
Isaiah 37:33-36 “Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shields, nor cast a bank against it.34 By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and shall not come into this city, saith the LORD. 35 For I will defend this city to save it for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake.36 Then the angel of the LORD went forth, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses.”

Description 
The Assyrians under Sennacherib had conquered 48 cities in Judea and surrounded Jerusalem with an army of 185,000. The King of Judah had told the propaganda minister the Rabshakeh in Isaiah 36:11 to talk in Syrian so that the people in Jerusalem would not understand but he refused. Jerusalem appeared doomed but they had not considered the role that God would play. God was not going to allow Jerusalem to fall.

Judgment 
The angel of the LORD went forth, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses.
Purpose
To again show the faithfulness of God to His promise to David
Beneficiary
Israel
THE TIME OF THE GENTILES

For details on the time of the Gentiles please see page 146 above.
From this time onwards the line of the Lord Jesus Christ was protected as was the Lord Himself. Thereafter the believers became the target of attack.
The Jewish hierarchy looking back over the history of Israel believed that God would intervene on their behalf but this did not happen in AD 70 when another army, this time the Romans surrounded Jerusalem.
By this time the Jewish nation was in the “Dry Bones” state of Ezekiel 37:1-3. “The hand of the LORD was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of the LORD, and set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of bones, 2 And caused me to pass by them round about: and, behold, there were very many in the open valley; and, lo, they were very dry. 3 And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O Lord GOD, thou knowest.
Israel had been divorced by Jehovah and had no relationship at that time apart from the preserving of the dry bones. As a result Jerusalem was sacked and made desolate.
There were divine judgments against Gentile nations in this time. A prime example would be the defeat of the Spanish Armada which had been sent to conquer England in 1588.

Israel in the “Dry Bones status” changed in 1948 with the birth of Israel as a nation and became physically alive as seen in Ezekiel 37:4-8 but not revived nationally.

Ezekiel 37:4-8 4 Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5 Thus saith the Lord GOD unto these bones; Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live: 6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 7 So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his bone. 8 And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin covered them above: but there was no breath in them.

Eventually after the removal of the Church at the Rapture the final stage of the return of Israel will occur with a great spiritual revival which will among other blessings include the provision of 144,000 Jewish Evangelists in the Tribulation period. Ezekiel 37:9 Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live. 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army. 11 Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts.

As a result of the dry bones coming together we have seen Divine intervention protecting Israel in events during the wars that have been waged against her since 1948.

Just prior to the national revival of Israel the Lord will again defend the nation against overwhelming odds as shown in Ezekiel 38:22 “‘And I will plead against him with pestilence and with blood; and I will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and upon the many people that are with him, an overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brimstone.”
Here we see God using similar methods to Old Testament times in opposing enemies of Israel.
During the tribulation God uses cosmic events in divine judgments. We note again and again that grace appears before judgment portraying God’s attitude in 2 Peter 3:9 and that Discipline is God’s strange work
TRUMPET AND BOWL JUDGMENTS

Trumpet 1. Hail, Fire and Blood. (Revelation 8:7)

Trumpet 2. Burning Mountain. (Revelation 8:8- 9)
Trumpet 3. Wormwood. (Revelation 8:10-11)
Trumpet 4. Universe Struck. (Revelation 8:12-13)
Bowl  2. Sea of Blood. (Revelation 16:3)
Bowl 3. Rivers of Blood. (Revelation 16:4- 7)
Bowl 4. Scorching Heat. (Revelation 16:8- 9)
Bowl 5. Darkness and Pain. (Revelation 16:10-11)
Bowl 7. Earthquake and Hailstones. (Revelation 16:17-21)
Eventually at the end of the Tribulation Divine intervention will involve the Lord Jesus Christ returning and completely defeating the enemy who is about to destroy Jerusalem before setting up His promised reign for a thousand years from that city.
At the end of the 1000 years a final rebellion is mounted against God who replies with final devastation of the enemy in Revelation 20:7-10 
Comment - In the above judgments we see a consistency in means and purposes
THE ETERNAL PLAN OF GOD WHICH WAS GIVEN PRIOR TO THE CREATION OF MAN REMAINS TOTALLY UNCHANGED AT THE END FOR GOD IS GOD

MODERN EXAMPLE OF COSMIC INTERVENTION IN RELATION TO ISRAEL

GOD’S PLAN FOR ISRAEL IN THE MIDDLE EAST

We hear a lot about the search for peace in the Middle East. God has given his road map for peace. Those who follow it will be blessed, those who attempt to go against His plan will be judged. 
The nation Israel has almost no support in the world even from its main backer the United States who in more recent years have actively worked against God’s Plan on many occasions. Israel’s return to the Land after its dispersion was outlined in the Balfour Declaration

BALFOUR DECLARATION 

The Balfour declaration in 1917 allocated 46,000 sq miles to the Jews. Great Britain was given the mandate over Palestine after the First World War and by the time of the creation of Israel thirty years later Britain had reduced the area to 5600 sq miles or only 13% of the original area. 
Currently the Arabs and Iranians control 2.3 million sq miles. These states have consistently protested against the Jewish State’s right to exist.

GOD’S ROAD MAP FOR PEACE

God’s roadmap for peace in the Middle East is given in Jeremiah 12:14-17. Thus saith the LORD against all mine evil neighbours, that touch the inheritance which I have caused my people Israel to inherit; Behold, I will pluck them out of their land, and pluck out the house of Judah from among them. 15 And it shall come to pass, after that I have plucked them out I will return, and have compassion on them, and will bring them again, every man to his heritage, and every man to his land. 16 And it shall come to pass, if they will diligently learn the ways of my people, to swear by my name, The LORD liveth; as they taught my people to swear by Baal; then shall they be built in the midst of my people. 17 But if they will not obey, I will utterly pluck up and destroy that nation, saith the LORD.

God has caused His people Israel to inherit the land. He is going to bring Israel back to the land. In this passage God says that those displaced from Israel are to be absorbed into the Arab lands. If they do not He will discipline them. 

If they will also acknowledge Him as God He will bless them [v 16] but if not He will destroy them [v17]. 

As we have seen so frequently devout Muslims believe “Allah Akbar”, Allah not Jehovah is the greatest and God’s Plan for the Middle East is aggressively opposed. 

However the final triumph of Jehovah is given in Zephaniah 2:11 The LORD will be terrible unto them: for he will famish all the gods of the earth; and men shall worship him, every one from his place, even all the isles of the heathen.

AMERICAN ACTION AND PROMISED LAND

Over the last 20 years or so successive American Governments of both sides of politics have actively worked against God’s road map and have therefore been disciplined by God. 

A study of American led action to reduce the area of Covenant Land under Israeli jurisdiction and the subsequent punishment by God in a series of “natural” disasters clearly conforms to the concepts of Jeremiah 12:14-17. 

In fact nine of the ten most expensive rescue missions by the US  FESA groups are intimately associated with US led attempts to deal with the Palestinian “problem” ignoring God’s Roadmap and has resulted in national discipline..

COST TO FEMA [US EMERGENCY SERVICES] FOR MAJOR INCIDENTS

For the period ending June 2006 the top ten are:-

2005 Hurricane KATRINA 


$7.20b

1994 Earthquake NORTHBRIDGE

$ 6.96b

1998 Hurricane GEORGES


$2.25b

2004 Hurricane IVAN



$1.95b

1992 Hurricane ANDREW


$1.81b

2004 Hurricane CHARLEY


$1.56b

2004 Hurricane FRANCES


$1.43b

2004 Hurricane JEANNE


$1.41b

2001Tropical Storm ALLISON


$1.34b

Hurricane HUGO in 1998 was the only one that cannot be related to Israel 

AMERICA ON A COLLISION COURSE WITH GOD OVER ISRAEL – A STUDY 1991-2010

	DATE
	AMERICAN ACTION


	DATE
	GODS RESPONSE

	30/10/1991
	Pres G W Bush after the Gulf War states “Territorial compromise is essential for peace”
	31/10/1991
	A powerful storm developed off Nova Scotia reaching hurricane strength hitting the President’s seaside home in Maine 

	
	
	
	

	24/8/1992
	The Madrid Peace Conference moved to Washington DC with the issue of Palestinian self rule in the Israeli occupied territories. 
	24/8/1992
	Hurricane Andrew, which was the worst natural disaster to that time  smashed into southern Florida, hitting Louisiana a few days later Damage $30 billion

	
	
	
	

	13/9/1993
	Oslo Accord negotiated in Europe was set to be signed in by Yasser Arafat and Yitzhak Rabin surrendering Jericho, Gaza and the West Bank to the Palestinians in exchange for recognition of the State of Israel put off for two years because of Jerusalem
	13/9/1993
	Hurricane Emily hit the outer banks North Carolina on the very day of this Peace Accord as thousands sought safety inland. The USA had interfered with God’s prophetic plan and on three occasions hurricanes had hit the United States 

	
	
	
	

	16/1/1994
	President Clinton meets with the Syrian dictator in Geneva negotiating a peace plan in which the Golan Heights would be given by Israel to Syria 
	17/1/1994
	A powerful 6.8 magnitude earthquake rocked the Los Angeles area causing $25 billion damage. Scientists failed to find the fault that triggered this earthquake 

	
	
	
	

	Mar 1997
	Yasser Arafat comes to see Bill Clinton regarding building in Jerusalem. Clinton together with the UN criticise Israel for building in Jerusalem through April 
	Mar 1997
	On the day March 1 that Arafat landed powerful tornados hit the nation and continued to cause problems while Arafat continued on his speaking tour including tremendous flooding in Ohio, the worst in a century

	
	
	
	

	27/9/1998
	Secretary of State Madeleine Albright met with Arafat in New York to work out a final arrangement for Israel to surrender 13% of its land
	27/9/1998
	Hurricane Georges slammed into the Gulf Coast hitting Mississippi and Florida with 175 mph gusts and causing severe flooding

	
	
	
	

	28/9/1998
	Arafat addresses the UN receiving accolades regarding a Palestinian State and then left the USA
	28/9/1998
	Hurricane Georges was, as Arafat was speaking, smashing the Gulf Coast but dissipated as Arafat left the USA 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	4/5/1999
	Yasser Arafat was due to declare a Palestinian State with Jerusalem as its capital supported by Bill Clinton but agreed to postpone it until December
	4/5/1999
	The most powerful tornados in US history with speeds over 300 mph fell on Oklahoma and Kansas causing Clinton to declare the are a disaster area

	
	
	
	

	16/9/1999
	After further overtures by Secretary of State Madeleine Albright Israelis and Palestinians were meeting to give away covenant land 
	16/9/1999
	Hurricane Floyd ravaged almost the entire coast of America with very heavy rain. In North Carolina it was stated to be the greatest disaster since the Civil War. 

	
	
	
	

	11/10/1999
	During this week Israel evicted Jewish settlers from fifteen West Bank hilltops with the settlers resisting strongly
	11/10/1999
	The US stock market suffered its worst downturn since October 1989, Hurricane Irene hit North Carolina [October 15] and a 7.1 earthquake hit the south west [Oct 16]

	
	
	
	

	12/4/2000
	After meeting with Bill Clinton and the Foreign Minister of Syria re peace negotiations Ehud Barak agreed to transfer 5%of the Golan Heights to Syria. 
	12/4/2000
	At the precise time the Israeli Prime Minister is meeting with Bill Clinton the Stock Market collapsed into the NASDAQ’s worst week in history.

	
	
	
	

	12/7/2000
	Pres Clinton, Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak and Yasser Arafat met at Camp David during which Bill Clinton was personally involved in dividing Jerusalem to give land to the Palestinians 
	12/7/2000
	As the meeting was taking place tremendous forest fires were breaking out in the west and by the end  of August had developed into some of the worst fires of the century

	
	
	
	

	8/6/2001
	George W Bush sent a CIA director to broker a ceasefire between Israel and the Palestinians which was Bush’ first involvement in the Middle East
	8/6/2001
	Tropical Storm Allison dumped huge rains on President Bush’s home state of Texas and ravaged the United States for the whole time the CIA was in Israel 

	
	
	
	

	9/8/2001
	George Bush demands that Israel abide by the Madrid Peace process, the Mitchell Plan and UN resolutions 242 and 338 requiring Israel to withdraw.
	11/9/2001
	The attack on the World Trade centre, the greatest attack on US soil in history occurs 

	
	
	
	

	28/4/2002
	The United States pressurised Israel to lift a siege on Arafat’s headquarters which had been imposed after serious fighting between Israel and the Palestinians 
	28/4/2002
	A massive tornado storm ravaged the east coast of the United States on this day coming directly over Washington DC 

	
	
	
	

	4/5/2003
	Secretary of State Colin Powell goes to Israel to promote the Road Map which called for Israel losing land which had been drafted by the USA, EU, Russia and the UN
	4/5/2003
	For the whole period of Powell’s stay in Israel massive tornado storms numbering a record 412 pounded the east coast of the US until his departure on 11/5 when they ceased.

	
	
	
	

	12/9/2003
	President Bush blocked Israel from expelling Arafat and criticised Israel who were weighing up all options against him
	12/9/2003
	Hurricane Isabel reached category five status and its course pointed directly towards the United States

	
	
	
	

	16/9/2003
	The United States vetoed a United Nations Security Council resolution against Israel
	16/9/2003
	Hurricane Isabel lessened in intensity.

	
	
	
	

	18/9/2003
	King Abdullah of Jordan met with President Bush to discuss the peace plan from an Arab viewpoint.
	19/9/2003
	Hurricane Isabel bearing down on Washington intensifies, the meeting to end early and hits Sep 19 causing $4b of damage

	
	
	
	

	7/8/2004
	Elliott Abrams, American envoy to Israel was sent to pressure Israel in withdrawing from 21 settlements in Gaza and 4 in Samaria.
	7/8/2004
	A tropical depression formed in the Caribbean Sea and became hurricane Charley which forced the evacuation of 1.4 million people from Florida hitting in August 13. Bush wanted 25 Jewish settlements close and then he declared 25 for the counties disaster areas.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	30/8/2004
	Israeli Prime Minister Sharon said that he would speed up the evacuation of 21 settlements in Gaza
	1/9/2004
	Hurricane Frances was bearing down on Central Florida. The hurricane was the size of Texas and caused 2.8 million people to flee their homes.

	
	
	
	

	14/9/2004
	Sharon's Cabinet created evacuation guidelines and the Israeli army establish a command to oversee the evacuation of settlers.
	15/9/2004
	Hurricane Ivan slammed into Florida's Panhandle and did $12 billion worth of damage to Florida, Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina and other states. 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	20/9/2004
	Colin Powell gave a speech and said that Israeli pullout from Gaza was just a first step in peacemaking he went on to say that there should not be a long time between the Gaza withdrawal and the final two state settlement.
	21/9/2004
	Hurricane Jeanne was in the Atlantic Ocean travelling course away from the United States but on September 21, following the Presidents address  to the United Nations criticising Israel, Hurricane Jeanne turned round and hit central Florida. 

	
	
	
	

	23/8/2005
	President Bush and Secretary of State Rice put enormous pressure on Israeli government to evacuate Jewish settlements which was completed on August 23, 2005 with 10,000 Jews relocated
	23/8/2005
	Tropical depression 12 formed over the Bahamas and was upgraded to a tropical storm named Katrina. Having hit southern Florida it moved into the Gulf of Mexico, intensified,  hitting New Orleans causing $200b damage

	
	
	
	

	16/7/2007
	President Bush made a speech stating that he was the first American president calling for the creation of a Palestinian state. He referred to the Israeli control of the Palestinian areas as occupation
	20/7/2007
	The sub-prime mortgage debt implosion hit the stock market and the economy starting the economic turmoil that shook America and eventually the world.

	
	
	
	

	15/3/2008
	Secretary Rice criticises Israel for  not moving fast enough about the creation of a Palestinian state
	15/3/2008
	A severe storm hit Georgia and a tornado actually went through the heart of Atlanta

	
	
	
	

	25/8/2008
	Secretary Rice presses the Israelis about their Roadmap obligations
	25/8/2008
	Tropical storm Gustaf formed in the Caribbean headed north west towards the United States reached hurricane strength and struck west New Orleans which was evacuated to the second time since 2005

	11/9/2008
	Jake Walls, US Consul general to Israel said that Israel had agreed to give the Palestinians control of East Jerusalem and that Secretary of State Rice’s recent visits to Israel were about dividing Jerusalem
	11/9/2008
	Hurricane Ike was heading towards Texas as the Wall Street bank Lehman Brothers collapsed triggering the GFC.  Between October 2007 to 2008 the American stock market lost $8.1 trillion

	
	
	
	

	30/4/2010
	It is reported that Barack Obama had already decided that if Israel and the Palestinians have not agreed to a peace agreement by the end of the year, the Middle East peace process will be handed over to the international community and a final solution will be imposed on both parties.
	20/4/2010
	Coincidentally, BP's Deepwater Horizon oil rig in the Gulf of Mexico exploded on April 20th, 2010


SIMILARITIES BETWEEN THE DESTRUCTION OF GAZA AND HURRICANE KATRINA

	GAZA
	KATRINA

	
	

	Prior to removal the Israeli government called on Jews to evacuate their homes
	US government called on residents to evacuate their homes prior to the hurricane

	
	

	On August 17 Israel ordered mandate evacuation of the settlements
	On September 7 the Mayor of New Orleans ordered a mandate to evacuate the city

	
	

	The evacuation of 12,000 Jews was the largest in Jewish history since 1948
	Several million Americans were evacuated from the path of hurricane Katrina

	
	

	Israel sent 40,000 troops to evacuate the settlers
	The United States had to send 80,000 soldiers to destroyed areas

	
	

	Many settlers went to their roofs to try and delay eviction
	Many New Orleans went to their roofs in fear of drowning

	
	

	Gaza is located in Israel's southern coastal area
	A large amount of America's southern coast was destroyed

	
	

	The evacuation destroyed thousands of Jewish homes
	The hurricane destroyed or damaged more than 500,000 American homes

	
	

	Jews dug up their dead to re inter in cemeteries outside Gaza
	Katrina's tidal surge uncovered hundreds of bodies from Gulf Coast graveyards

	
	

	The Israeli government barred citizens of Gaza from their homes 
	American citizens in the destroyed areas were barred from their homes

	
	

	Many Jewish people felt abandoned by their government
	Many Americans felt abandoned by their government failure to respond quickly

	
	

	The Israelis from the settlements boarded buses and were taken all over Israel
	Those from New Orleans were bussed to shelters all over the United States

	
	

	Gaza was a major agricultural centre
	New Orleans was a major agricultural shipping centre

	
	

	President Bush promised $2.2 billion to relocate settlers
	The cost of repairs $200 billion for damage from Katrina


CHAPTER 13. WHERE ARE WE IN THE PROGRESSION OF THE PLAN 

[Also see EBCWA Book 125 which reviews 100 trends over a 70 year period regarding the return of Christ]

INTRODUCTION

Having demonstrated the accuracy of Biblical prophecy we now come to our time in history towards the end of the 2nd Civilisation. By applying the same concepts we can now see that not only has God provided many prophecies from different books in the Bible but also for the first time in around 4400 years all of the prophecies can be literally fulfilled. Starting with the First World War we have already had over 100 years of warning, a similar amount of time (120 Years) to the warning given to Noah’s Civilisation.

AMOUNT OF PROPHECY GIVEN BY GOD

The number of Bible Prophecies fulfilled by our Lord Jesus Christ at the First Coming is said to be 330

The number of Bible Prophecies related to His Second Coming is said to be about six times higher 1800

In addition there are many Bible Prophecies not related specifically to Christ which have been fulfilled

The Bible Prophecies are listed in four tables, 

Table A which shows some of the Bible Prophecies related to the period of the Second Coming

Table B which shows “Bible prophecies of the future fulfilled in part or in principal” as at 1940

Table C which shows “Bible prophecies able to be fulfilled for the First time in our generation”

Table D are prophecies which relate to C but “Will be fulfilled in the Tribulation period before the  2ND Advent” 

TABLE A – SOME OF THE BIBLE PROPHECIES RELATED TO THE SECOND COMING 

	NO
	PROPHECY
	TEXT
	FULFILLED 

	1
	One World Government 
	Revelation 13:7
	United Nations,  Agenda 21

	2
	World governed in 10 regions
	Daniel 7:23-25
	Club of Rome

	3
	Syncretism of World Religion 
	Rev 17:1-6, 16,17
	Parliament of Religions 

	4
	Falling from Biblical Principles
	1 Timothy 4:1
	Major change in this generation

	5
	Anti Christian Attacks
	Psalm 2:2-3
	Emerging major problem

	6
	Persecution of Christians
	Matthew 24:9
	Emerging major problem

	7
	New Age Philosophy
	1 Timothy 4:1-2
	Radically Inclusive Churches form

	8
	Scoffers and Mockers
	2 Peter 3:3-4
	Emerging major problem

	9
	Global Finance
	Revelation 13:16-18
	Technically feasible for the first time 

	10
	Shaking World Economic System
	James 5:1-3
	Interactive globally and fragile

	11
	Marking system in financial activity 
	Revelation 13:16-17
	The cashless society

	12
	Substantial Wealth
	Revelation 3:17
	Higher emphasis on wealth

	13
	Working towards global control 
	Revelation 13:16-18
	Electronic control, satellites etc

	14
	Preparation for Armageddon
	Revelation 16:12-16
	Possible with Middle East access

	15
	Nation Israel to be born in a day
	Isaiah 66:8
	Fulfilled 14 May 1948

	16
	Israel will be one nation not two
	Ezekiel 37:15-22
	Fulfilled 14 May 1948

	17
	Conditions in the Diaspora
	Deut 29:23-28
	Fulfilled but changing

	18
	Israel has no king before Jesus Christ
	Hosea 3:4-5
	It has a head of state but no king

	19
	Spiritual Blindness of the Jews
	Romans 11:25-26
	Current situation, revival later

	20
	Jerusalem to be a cup of Trembling
	Zechariah 12:2-3
	Demonstrated daily

	21
	Anti Semitism anticipated
	Revelation 12
	Demonstrated frequently

	22
	Israel will be invincible 
	Zechariah 12:6-9
	Successful in war against the odds

	23
	Israel will be prosperous
	Ezekiel 38:12-13
	Huge gas finds. 35th GDP in world

	24
	Fig Tree and Return of Christ
	Luke 21:29-33
	We have seen it in 1948

	25
	Export of Fruit from Israel
	Isaiah 24:6
	Fulfilled with modern transportation

	26
	Reforestation of Israel
	Ezekiel 36:8,9
	Fulfilled with millions planted

	27
	Increase Rainfall after arrival of Israel
	Hosea 6:3
	Doubled soon after Independence

	28
	Jewish Evangelism
	Revelation 7:2-8
	Awaiting post rapture revival

	29
	Protection of Believers in Jerusalem
	Matthew 24:15-21
	In the Tribulation using prophecy

	30
	Revival of Hebrew
	Jeremiah 21:33
	Israel’s national language from 1948

	31
	Desert to Bloom
	Isaiah 35:1
	This is occurring plus Millennium

	32
	Vineyards to be rebuilt
	Amos 9:13-15
	This has progressed nowadays

	33
	Rebuilding of the Temple
	Revelation 11:1,2
	Preparation at advanced stage

	34
	Temple sacrifices to resume 
	Daniel 12:11
	Priests in training

	35
	Search for a Red Heifer
	Numbers 19:2-9
	Underway  with Temple imminent  

	36
	Ancient Cities Rebuilt
	Amos 9:14
	Underway in this generation

	37
	Time of the Gentiles End
	Luke 21:24
	Will occur with Israel revival

	38
	Peace Treaties
	1 Thessalonians 5:3
	Occurred in this generation

	39
	Attack on Jerusalem
	Zechariah 14:1-3
	Jerusalem under increasing attack

	40
	Layout of Jerusalem 
	Zechariah 14:10
	Jerusalem conforms 

	41
	Eastern Gate Sealed
	Ezekiel 44:1-3
	Remains sealed after independence

	42
	Jerusalem Rebuilt on its own Ruins
	Jeremiah 30:18
	This has been done

	43
	Israel will dwell without walls
	Ezekiel 38:8
	This is the general current status 

	44
	Return to Israel
	Isaiah 11:12
	Major Jewish return to Israel

	45
	Ethiopian Jews to return
	Zephaniah 3:10-11
	Completed in 1999

	46
	Alignment of the King of the North
	Ezekiel 38:1-9
	Alignment complies 

	47
	Birds of Prey to feast
	Revelation 19:17-21
	Raptors in place for the feast

	48
	The King of the south
	Daniel 11:40-43
	Sheltering mountains secured

	49
	Egypt whilst not powerful still exists
	Ezekiel 29:14-16
	Current status of Egypt

	50
	The future of the Arabs
	Psalm 83:3-8
	Some Arabs are supporting Israel 

	51
	Revival in the Middle East
	Isaiah 19:16-25
	Will accelerate in Tribulation

	52
	Damascus Destroyed
	Isaiah 17:1
	Civil war, confrontation with Israel

	53
	The Kings of the East
	Revelation 16:12-14
	Access available 

	54
	The King of the West
	Revelation 17:9-13
	In place with Euro zone and NATO

	55
	Nebuchadnezzar’s Statue
	Daniel 2:37-44
	This being fulfilled

	56
	Revived Roman Empire
	Revelation 13:1-5
	This being fulfilled in West

	57
	Increase in earthquakes, volcanoes
	Matthew 24:7
	Observed increase

	58
	Famines and Diseases
	Matthew 24:7
	Increasing with wars 

	59
	Celestial & Terrestrial Disturbances
	Luke 21:25a
	This will increase with stars falling

	60
	Global Warming
	Revelation 16:8-9
	Look up text for real global warming 

	61
	World Wars
	Matthew 24:6-7
	Fulfilled 1914-18, 1939-45

	62
	Preparation for war
	Joel 3:9-12
	Increasing expenditure on armaments 

	63
	Nuclear War
	Zechariah 14:12
	Demonstrated in Japan 1945

	64
	Ethnic Conflicts
	Luke 21:10
	Huge increase in ethnic conflict

	65
	Burying of the dead in nuclear war
	Ezekiel 39 11-16
	Description of a Nuclear cleanup. 

	66
	Man able to destroy all life
	Matthew 24:21-22
	Now possible for the first time 

	67
	Increase in knowledge
	Daniel 12:4
	Demonstrated since 1950

	68
	High level of increase in travel
	Daniel 12:4
	Demonstrated since 1950

	69
	Christian Gospel to all nations 
	Mark 13:10
	Fulfilled in Revelation 14:6-7

	70
	Two witnesses seen globally 
	Revelation 11:9
	Now possible by global means

	71
	Air Travel
	Isaiah 60:8
	Fulfilled in this generation

	72
	Travel
	Daniel 12:4
	Fulfilled in this generation

	73
	Motorised Travel
	Nahum 2:4
	Fulfilled in this generation

	74
	Moral decline
	2 Timothy 3:1-4
	Demonstrated 

	75
	Sexual Immorality
	Jude 18
	Increased since sexual revolution

	76
	Homosexuality
	Luke 17:28-30
	Heavily promoted in the West

	77
	Apostasy, False Christs
	Matthew 24:3-5
	Increase in this area

	78
	Vegetarianism Promoted
	1 Timothy 4:3-4
	Heavily promoted in the West

	79
	Marriage Forbidden
	1 Timothy 4:3a
	Attack on marriage

	80
	Blasphemy more common
	2 Timothy 3:2
	Increase in this area

	81
	Noah’s Flood Denied
	2 Peter 3:5-6
	Increase in this area

	82
	Corruption 
	Luke 17:26
	Increase including globalisation

	83
	Suicide
	Luke 21:25-26
	Increase due to lack of purpose

	84
	Drug addiction
	Revelation 9:20-21
	World awash with drugs

	85
	Occultism
	1 Timothy 4:1-2 
	Increase in this area encouraged

	86
	Violence against believers
	John 16:2
	Huge increase in violence 

	87
	Immorality
	Luke 17:26
	Increase including “human rights”

	88
	Pursuit of pleasure
	2 Timothy 3:1-5
	Self centred actions widespread

	89
	Slavery to continue 
	Revelation  18:11-13
	It has and will continue

	90
	The Millennial Reign 
	Revelation 20:4-7
	


TABLE B BIBLE PROPHECIES OF THE FUTURE FULFILLED IN PART OR IN PRINCIPAL” AS AT 1940

	NO
	PROPHECY
	TEXT
	FULFILLED 

	12
	Substantial Wealth
	Revelation 3:17
	Huge emphasis on wealth as success

	17
	Conditions in the Diaspora
	Deut 29:23-28
	Fulfilled but changing later

	19
	Spiritual Blindness of the Jews
	Romans 11:25-26
	Current situation, revival later

	21
	Anti Semitism anticipated
	Revelation 12
	Demonstrated frequently

	41
	Eastern Gate Sealed
	Ezekiel 44:1-3
	Remains sealed after independence

	47
	Birds of Prey to feast
	Revelation 19:17-21
	Raptors in place for the feast

	61
	World Wars
	Matthew 24:6-7
	Fulfilled 1914-18, start of warning

	77
	Apostasy, False Christs
	Matthew 24:3-5
	Existed in this area but increased

	89
	Slavery to continue 
	Revelation  18:11-13
	It has and will continue on


COMMENTS

Here we see 9 or 10% of the Bible Prophecies regarding the Second Coming of Jesus Christ which were in place as fulfilled or quite prominent at the time of the start of World War II.

17
 In the case of the conditions in the Diaspora, prophesied by Moses 3500 years ago, the land, once quite verdant when occupied by the southern kingdom became denuded of vegetation. This was partially due to the Turkish taxation system where taxes were imposed on the basis of how many trees a person had. This resulted in the cutting down of trees to reduce taxation in a similar way to the blocking up of windows a couple of hundred years ago due to taxation in the UK being based on the number of widows a residence had. 

19.
The spiritual blindness of the Jews which was noted by Paul will continue until mass evangelisation by the 144,000 Jewish Evangelists due to the revival in the Tribulation after the removal of the Church occurs.

21.
Anti Semitism has always existed with severe persecution during the Spanish Inquisition, Russian pogroms and the final solution under the Nazis. The bias against Israel is seen in the UN and there will be an all out attack on them during the Tribulation times.

41.
The Eastern Gate was closed and will be opened again for the Lord Jesus Christ to enter. The Muslims installed a graveyard across the frontage of the Eastern Gate in an attempt to deny access to the Jews. 

47. 
The Lord has provided the main global highway for raptors in the world across Israel awaiting the great feast they are invited to at the return of the Lord Jesus Christ.

89. 
Slavery has always existed and is shown to continue in the period leading up to the Second Advent

TABLE C - BIBLE PROPHECIES BEING FULFILLED FOR THE FIRST TIME IN OUR GENERATION 

	NO
	PROPHECY
	TEXT
	FULFILLED 

	1
	One World Government 
	Revelation 13:7
	United Nations,  Agenda 21

	2
	World governed in 10 regions
	Daniel 7:23-25
	Club of Rome

	3
	Syncretism of World Religion 
	Rev 17:1-6, 16,17
	Parliament of Religions 

	4
	Falling from Biblical Principles
	1 Timothy 4:1
	Major change in this generation

	5
	Anti Christian Attacks
	Psalm 2:2-3
	Emerging major problem

	6
	Persecution of Christians
	Matthew 24:9
	Emerging major problem

	7
	New Age Philosophy
	1 Timothy 4:1-2
	Radically Inclusive Churches form

	8
	Scoffers and Mockers
	2 Peter 3:3-4
	Emerging major problem

	9
	Global Finance
	Revelation 13:16-18
	Technically feasible for the first time 

	10
	Shaking World Economic System
	James 5:1-3
	Interactive globally and fragile

	11
	Marking system in financial activity 
	Revelation 13:16-17
	The cashless society

	13
	Working towards global control 
	Revelation 13:16-18
	Electronic control, satellites etc

	14
	Preparation for Armageddon
	Revelation 16:12-16
	Possible with Middle East access

	15
	Nation Israel to be born in a day
	Isaiah 66:8
	Fulfilled 14 May 1948

	16
	Israel will be one nation not two
	Ezekiel 37:15-22
	Fulfilled 14 May 1948

	18
	Israel has no king before Jesus Christ
	Hosea 3:4-5
	It has a head of state but no king

	20
	Jerusalem to be a cup of Trembling
	Zechariah 12:2-3
	Demonstrated daily

	22
	Israel will be invincible 
	Zechariah 12:6-9
	Successful in war against the odds

	23
	Israel will be prosperous
	Ezekiel 38:12-13
	Huge gas finds. 35th GDP in world

	24
	Fig Tree and Return of Christ
	Luke 21:29-33
	We have seen it in 1948

	25
	Export of Fruit from Israel
	Isaiah 24:6
	Fulfilled with modern transportation

	26
	Reforestation of Israel
	Ezekiel 36:8,9
	Fulfilled with millions planted

	27
	Increase Rainfall after arrival of Israel
	Hosea 6:3
	Doubled soon after Independence

	30
	Revival of Hebrew
	Jeremiah 21:33
	Israel’s national language from 1948

	31
	Desert to Bloom
	Isaiah 35:1
	This is occurring plus Millennium

	32
	Vineyards to be rebuilt
	Amos 9:13-15
	This has progressed nowadays

	33
	Rebuilding of the Temple
	Revelation 11:1,2
	Preparation at advanced stage

	34
	Temple sacrifices to resume 
	Daniel 12:11
	Priests in training

	35
	Search for a Red Heifer
	Numbers 19:2-9
	Underway  with Temple imminent  

	36
	Ancient Cities Rebuilt
	Amos 9:14
	Underway in this generation

	38
	Peace Treaties
	1 Thessalonians 5:3
	Occurred in this generation

	39
	Attack on Jerusalem
	Zechariah 14:1-3
	Jerusalem under increasing attack

	40
	Layout of Jerusalem 
	Zechariah 14:10
	Jerusalem conforms 

	42
	Jerusalem Rebuilt on its own Ruins
	Jeremiah 30:18
	This has been done

	43
	Israel will dwell without walls
	Ezekiel 38:8
	This is the general current status 

	44
	Return to Israel
	Isaiah 11:12
	Major Jewish return to Israel

	45
	Ethiopian Jews to return
	Zephaniah 3:10-11
	Completed in 1999

	46
	Alignment of the King of the North
	Ezekiel 38:1-9
	Alignment complies 

	48
	The King of the south
	Daniel 11:40-43
	Sheltering mountains secured

	52
	Damascus Destroyed
	Isaiah 17:1
	Civil war, confrontation with Israel

	53
	The Kings of the East
	Revelation 16:12-14
	Access available 

	54
	The King of the West
	Revelation 17:9-13
	In place with Euro zone and NATO

	62
	Preparation for war
	Joel 3:9-12
	Increasing expenditure on armaments 

	63
	Nuclear War
	Zechariah 14:12
	Demonstrated in Japan 1945

	64
	Ethnic Conflicts
	Luke 21:10
	Huge increase in ethnic conflict

	65
	Burying of the dead in nuclear war
	Ezekiel 39 11-16
	Description of a Nuclear cleanup. 

	66
	Man able to destroy all life
	Matthew 24:21-22
	Now possible for the first time 

	67
	Increase in knowledge
	Daniel 12:4
	Demonstrated since 1950

	68
	High level of increase in travel
	Daniel 12:4
	Demonstrated since 1950

	69
	Christian Gospel to all nations 
	Mark 13:10
	Fulfilled in Revelation 14:6-7

	70
	Two witnesses seen globally 
	Revelation 11:9
	Now possible by global means

	71
	Air Travel
	Isaiah 60:8
	Fulfilled in this generation

	72
	Travel
	Daniel 12:4
	Fulfilled in this generation

	73
	Motorised Travel
	Nahum 2:4
	Fulfilled in this generation

	74
	Moral decline
	2 Timothy 3:1-4
	Demonstrated 

	75
	Sexual Immorality
	Jude 18
	Increased since sexual revolution

	76
	Homosexuality
	Luke 17:28-30
	Heavily promoted in the West

	78
	Vegetarianism Promoted
	1 Timothy 4:3-4
	Heavily promoted in the West

	79
	Marriage Forbidden
	1 Timothy 4:3a
	Attack on marriage

	80
	Blasphemy more common
	2 Timothy 3:2
	Increase in this area

	81
	Noah’s Flood Denied
	2 Peter 3:5-6
	Increase in this area

	82
	Corruption 
	Luke 17:26
	Increase including globalisation

	83
	Suicide
	Luke 21:25-26
	Increase due to lack of purpose

	84
	Drug addiction
	Revelation 9:20-21
	World awash with drugs

	85
	Occultism
	1 Timothy 4:1-2 
	Increase in this area encouraged

	86
	Violence against believers
	John 16:2
	Huge increase in violence 

	87
	Immorality
	Luke 17:26
	Increase including “human rights”

	88
	Pursuit of pleasure
	2 Timothy 3:1-5
	Self centred actions widespread

	90
	The Millennial Reign 
	Revelation 20:4-7
	


The chances of all of these Bible Prophecies coming to fulfilment in a single generation by chance is so remote as to be classified as absolute. We are the terminal generation

TABLE D - BIBLE PROPHECIES POST RAPTURE FULFILLED BY THE 2ND ADVENT

	28
	Jewish Evangelism
	Revelation 7:2-8
	Awaiting post rapture revival

	29
	Protection of Believers in Jerusalem
	Matthew 24:15-21
	In the Tribulation using prophecy

	37
	Time of the Gentiles End
	Luke 21:24
	Will occur with Israel revival

	49
	Egypt whilst not powerful still exists
	Ezekiel 29:14-16
	Current status of Egypt

	50
	The future of the Arabs
	Psalm 83:3-8
	Some Arabs are supporting Israel 

	51
	Revival in the Middle East
	Isaiah 19:16-25
	Will accelerate in Tribulation

	55
	Nebuchadnezzar’s Statue
	Daniel 2:37-44
	This being fulfilled

	58
	Famines and Diseases
	Matthew 24:7
	Increasing with wars 

	59
	Celestial & Terrestrial Disturbances
	Luke 21:25a
	This will increase with stars falling

	60
	Global Warming
	Revelation 16:8-9
	Look up text for real global warming 


COMMENT

Here we see 10 or 11% of the Bible Prophecies regarding the Second Coming of Jesus Christ that require the removal of the Church at the Rapture. 

This leaves the vast bulk of these Bible Prophecies being fulfilled in real time now. Statistically we are certain based on Bible Prophecy that our Generation is the Terminal Generation and that many will not see death. 

John 14:1-3  “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also”.

1 Corinthians 15:51-57 “Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  “For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.’

CONCLUSION

Looking at these results it is concluded that we are in the Generation which will see the return of the Lord Jesus Christ at the Second Advent resulting in the fulfilment of a huge proportion of the Eternal Plan of God.

CHAPTER 14  - WHAT THE BIBLE TELLS US ABOUT FROM HERE TO ETERNITY 
INTRODUCTION

Many people get excited about the idea of prophecy and become unbalanced. In 2 Peter 3:10-14 we have perhaps the most dramatic event of all, the end of time itself. Here Peter is talking about the end of the world. Everything that is solid is to go but he does not dwell on that at all. He focuses on personal behaviour showing that holy conversation and godliness should be the result of the study of prophecy.

We should know that the world is going to end one day and the attitude we should have should be with that fact in mind. We need to recognise that the world is going to pass away and that we need to look to the one who is going to make it pass away. Our eyes should be on Christ the author and finisher of the universe. We should look through this to a new creation. God's Word should be more real to us than the present physical creation. He tells us to be careful and thoughtful how we live.

If the study of prophecy does not tend to holiness we do not understand prophecy. If you have a person who is talking a lot about prophecy but is not demonstrating the fruit of the Spirit their interpretation is wrong. When you know what God is going to do to this world it should change your behaviour and your attitude to this world.

APPLICATION OF PROPHECY

Prophecy is not an optional extra. It is very important. Paul was in Thessalonica for only a couple of weeks and he talked about the Rapture, the Second Advent and the new heavens and new earth to the Thessalonians in those two weeks.

Luke 21:5-27 is an important prophetic passage. The important verse for our study is verse 24. It was very important for the Jews in Jerusalem and they also remembered Matthew 24:15-21

When the Romans surrounded Jerusalem from 67 to 70 AD all the Christians remembered these passages and applied it to their situation.  During the period of the siege there was a short time when the siege was lifted while the Romans went and dealt with another matter. 

At that time all the Christians got out of Jerusalem on the basis of the Word of God and headed for the mountains. The Romans eventually returned to Jerusalem and in August of AD 70 they took the city and destroyed the Temple and every stone was pulled down. There were no Christians left in the city.

This chapter goes beyond the 70 AD incident. The Lord makes it clear that this will occur until the time of the Gentiles is fulfilled. He said that Jerusalem will be under Gentile domination until the end.

The Lord was quite correct when he said that the pregnant women who had to run from the Roman army had a hard job. This happened in the siege but the whole Christian community left remembering the Lord's words.

In verse 24 the Lord said that they would fall by the edge of the sword and they did, that they would go into captivity and they did. The Romans knocked down every wall with the exception of the wailing wall. The wailing wall was left so that the people could see how great the city had been and yet what the Romans had done to it.

Jerusalem itself was trodden down by the Gentiles until 1967. For the first time in history since the time of our Lord Jerusalem in our lifetime has again come under Israeli rule.

THE BIBLICAL CONCEPT OF PROPHECY - 2 PETER 1:19-21

What does the Bible say about the origin of prophecy, its accuracy and its application to our lives.

2 Peter 1:19-21 says "19  We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: 20  Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. :21  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost."

In this passage Peter assures us that we have totally reliable prophecy in the Bible and encourages his readers to take great heed of it. Peter further says that it is not man's invention or thoughts but the very thoughts of God written down under the concept of inspiration by believers under the control of the Holy Spirit.

Our study of prophecy that we are to undertake is therefore of great importance and should have significant impact on our lives.

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT THE FUTURE ?
This will be dealt with in detail below. However all Bible believing Christians agree that at some time in the future the Lord Jesus Christ will return. There will then be a final separation of the just from the unjust. The just will spend eternity in the presence of God while the unjust are condemned to an eternity with the Devil and his angels in the Lake of Fire

The basis of the future of all members of the human race is on their personal acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour. 

The details of the events from here to eternity differ as to the method of interpretation of Eschatology. The various methods of interpretation will now be examined and the selected method, that of a pre tribulation, pre millennial viewpoint which is the interpretation accepted by this college will be used as the basis for the rest of this book.

METHODS OF INTERPRETATION OF ESCHATOLOGY

The greatest concentrated amount of information about this period is found in the Book of the Revelation. There are a number of different means used to interpret this book.

[A] PRETERIT INTERPRETATION

In this form of interpretation the prophecies of Revelation are viewed as having been fulfilled in the early history of the Church and are all past. A preterit outline would therefore be:

[i] 
Chapters.  6-11 tell of the church's victory over Judaism.

[ii] 
Chapters. 12-19 tell of her victory over pagan Rome. 

[iii] 
Chapters. 20-22 tell of the happy bliss and glory of the church.

This view of the Book of the Revelation came from a Spanish Jesuit of Antwerp named Alcasar in the early part of the seventeenth century. This was to counteract the teachings of the Reformers who included in their interpretation the concept that the Pope was the Antichrist.

[B] THE IDEALIST, POETIC, SPIRITUALIST OR ALLEGORICAL INTERPRETATION
This interpretation considers the book a pictorial unfolding of great principles without reference to actual events. Such an interpretation regards the book only as a form of spiritual encouragement and assurance of the ultimate triumph of Christianity.

Augustine in the 5th century regarded Revelation as presenting in a symbolic way the total conflict between Christianity and evil or the City of God versus the City of Satan. 

This point of view originated in the Alexandrian School of Theology represented in Clement of Alexandria and Origen. To them the book was one big allegory. The holders of this view do not believe that the 1,000 years mentioned in Revelation 20 should be read literally and are therefore Amillennial in outlook.

[C] THE HISTORICIST INTERPRETATION

This view understands the book as portraying a panorama of the history of the church from the days of John to the end time or the Second Advent. Though it had earlier proponents, Joachim of Fiore [1135-1202], a Roman Catholic scholar, is largely responsible for this as was also the originator of the first forms of post-millennialism.  

This method of interpretation achieved popularity during the Reformation because of its identification of the Pope and the Papacy as the beasts of chapter 13. Wycliffe, Luther and Joseph Mede were adherents of this view.

One problem with this view is that no two scholars can agree on the identification of the personnel pictured in Revelation nor of the historic interpretation of the events. 

The very variety of historical interpretations is its own downfall. If this is the correct method of interpretation, then it is clear that no one has found the key or understood God’s revelation to man.

[D] THE FUTURIST OR LITERAL INTERPRETATION
This views the book of the Revelation chronologically with chapters 4-22 as prophecy yet to be fulfilled. This was the view held by the early church until spiritual decline corrupted her doctrine. 

This method allows for the Scriptures to be accepted on face value with the concept of when a passage makes sense we should seek no other sense.

ADOPTED METHOD

Having indicated the four methods used to interpret the book of the Revelation we have adopted the futurist or literal interpretation. Jude 3
SEQUENCE OF MAIN FUTURE EVENTS

The overall sequence of the future main events is therefore as follows:-

The Removal of the Church at the Rapture

A time of great trouble called the Tribulation involving a one world Government

The Second Advent of Christ

The Millennial Reign of Christ on Earth

The Last Judgment

Eternity Future

THE BOOK OF THE REVELATION 
The book of the Revelation is a sequenced book from start to finish so we will use this, the last book in the Bible to trace “From Here to Eternity”. For a verse by verse review of the Revelation please see EBCWA book 97.

The structure of the Book of the Revelation indicates the Pre Tribulation, Pre Millennial view of Eschatology.
STRUCTURE

The Structure is as follows

Chapter 1:- The Lord Jesus Christ

Chapters 2-3 - The Church on Earth

Chapters 4-5 - The Church in Heaven

Chapters 6-18 - The Tribulation including:-

The Seal Judgments - Chapter 6

Evangelism in the Tribulation - Chapter 7

The Trumpet Judgments - Chapters 8-9

God's two witnesses - Chapter 11

Satanic Attack on Israel - Chapter 12

Antichrist and the False Prophet Chapter 13

The Bowl judgments - Chapter 16

Political Globalisation - Chapter 17

Financial Globalisation - Chapter 18

Chapter 19 - The Second Coming of Christ

Chapter 20 - The 1000 year reign of Christ

Chapters 21-22 - Eternity Future

PRE TRIBULATION VERSUS MID TRIBULATION

There is a variant in the pre Tribulation format which deals with the position of the Rapture with some saying that the Rapture occurs 3.5 years instead of at least 7 years before the Second Advent of Christ.

This is based on Revelation 11:12 "And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them." The "come up hither" phrase deals with the ascension of the Two Witnesses not the Church.

From Daniel 9 we have seen that the covenant or treaty with Israel is for a period of seven years. The contract is between the Antichrist and Israel. 
We also note that the Antichrist will not be revealed prior to the removal of the Church. 2 Thessalonians 2:7-8 

In Revelation 11 we see the Antichrist fully revealed and killing the two witnesses. Thus the 7 year Tribulation period is seen to be the right interpretation in the  events from Here to Eternity.

THE CHURCH AGE

The Church Age commenced at the Feast of Pentecost in 32 AD and will terminate at the Rapture some seven years before the return of the Lord Jesus Christ to reign on the earth for the Millennium.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE CHURCH AGE

Examination of the characteristics of the seven Churches of Revelation 2 and 3 has been compared by many Biblical scholars to the dominant features of the church in succeeding ages. A more detailed study of this is given in the EBCWA Book 97 Commentary on the Book of the Revelation. 

In this study we are mainly interested in the last church, that of Laodicea which we will look at in more detail.

In order to see the concept in context the overview of the churches of the Book of the Revelation is as follows. 

CHURCHES OF REVELATION 2,3

The letters to seven churches are given in Revelation 2 - 3. Revelation 1:20 tells us that the seven lamp stands are the seven churches.  While these represent literal churches in John's time, they also represent the condition of the Church during the Church Age.

1. EPHESUS:- 

a) Scripture:(Revelation 2:1-7)

b) Description of Christ - Hand Holding Stars (Revelation 1:16)
c) Evaluation - Mediocre spiritual life.

d) Criticism - Stayed out of fellowship.

e) Advice - Get back into fellowship.

f) Praise - Rejected paganism.

g) Future Assurance - Eternal life.

h) Type - Bible believing, but legalistic.

i) Era - 33-100 AD

2. SMYRNA -

a) Scripture:(Revelation 2:8-11)
b) Description of Christ - First and Last (Revelation 1 11)

c) Evaluation - Strong in Doctrine.

d) Criticism - Nil

e) Advice - Do not worry in oppression.

f) Praise - Faithfulness.

g) Future Assurance - No condemnation.

h) Type - Persecuted Church.

i) Era - 100-312 AD

3. PERGAMUM:-

a) Scripture:(Revelation 2:12-17)

b) Description of Christ - The Judge with the Sword (Revelation 1:16) 

c) Evaluation - Faithful in a pagan area.

d) Criticism - Some following of paganism.

e) Advice - Remove Nicolaitans

f) Praise - Nil.

g) Future Assurance - Justification.

h) Type - State Church.

i) Era - 312-592 AD

4. THYATIRA:-

a) Scripture:(Revelation 2:18-29)

b) Description of Christ- Eyes of Fire, Feet of Brass (Rev 1:14,15)
c) Evaluation - Followers of False Doctrine. 
d) Criticism - False teachers.

e) Advice - Reject false doctrine

f) Praise - Faithfulness.

g) Future Assurance, Rulership and Happiness.

h) Type -Roman Catholic and Orthodox Churches

i) Era - 590-1517 AD

5. SARDIS:-

a) Scripture:(Revelation 3:1-6)

b) Description of Christ - 7 Spirits of God (Revelation 1:16, 20) 

c) Criticism - Working in the power of the flesh.

d) Advice - Return to producing divine good.

e) Praise - Some are in fellowship.

f) Future Assurance - Future Righteousness.

g) Type - Fundamental but legalistic.

h) Era - 1517-1750 AD

6. PHILADELPHIA:-

a) Scripture (Revelation 3.- 7-13)

b) Description of Christ - Holy and True (Revelation 1:16) 

c) Evaluation -Grace church working in the spirit.

d) Criticism - Nil

e) Advice - Keep up the good work.

f) Praise - Nil

g) Future Assurance - Future Provision.

h) Type - Bible believing, missionary church.

i) Era - 1750-1925 AD

7. LAODICEA:-

a) Scripture:(Revelation 3:14-22)
b) Description of Christ - Faithful and true witness (Revelation 1:5)
c) Evaluation - Carnal believers and apostate.

d) Criticism - Poor witness.

e) Advice - Get back into fellowship.

f) Praise - Nil

g) Future Assurance - Rulership.

h) Type - Apostate Church.

i) Era - 1925-Rapture.

THE CHURCH OF LAODICEA  
Revelation 3:14-22 “And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; 15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. 17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: 18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. 22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.”

In our study above it has been shown that we are within a few years of the termination of the Church Age. It is therefore important that we study the predominant final of the seven churches, the Church of Laodicea.
The name Laodicea comes from “laos” (the people) and “dike” (rights). Thus the "human rights" church. The apostasy of this church is found in that it was "lukewarm." The cooling of love for Christ begun in Ephesus had now become total apostasy and indifference.  

This church prided itself on its wealth, riches, programs, and buildings; but Christ was completely left out Revelation 3:20. Jesus Christ vomits from His mouth this apostate organisation Revelation 3:16. Yet still the offer of grace was extended to anyone, who would receive it Revelation 3:18, 20.  

Historically Laodicea represents the "modernistic" church. Whatever the name or designation, it places a premium on riches, programs, buildings, and, above all, human rights.  The social church has become man-centred and has pushed Christ out of His rightful place "in the midst of the churches." In this age of complacency, Christ continues to call His people out from apostasy and into the true riches of His grace and fellowship.

The city to which this letter is addressed was famous as a centre for the eye doctors and eye ointment or salve in the ancient world. It also had the latest in water supply technology with water being piped using stone pipes from the hot springs at Therme. As a result when the water arrived at Laodicea the water was lukewarm.

The people ruling are set in contrast with the Spirit ruling the church. It is a church ruled entirely by men and as such the Holy Spirit is not present in His role of empowering and guiding. Ephesians 5:18. This becomes a good illustration of the apostate church which began in the early 1900’s and continues until this day in the West.

Cold is the unbeliever, hot is the spirit filled believer.  If the person is hot they are a believer who is controlled by the Holy Spirit and can be used by the Lord Jesus Christ in His service. If the person is cold they are an unbeliever who can listen to the gospel and accept the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour and become a hot believer. This is in contrast with the lukewarm person who is the carnal Christian of verse 16 who is of no use at all.

The Greek word for lukewarm in verse 16 is "chliaros" and is only used once in the Scriptures. To "spue" is a word meaning to vomit. In the Greek it is "emeo” is where we get the English word emetic. The lukewarm believer, the carnal Christian, makes the Lord sick and wants to disassociate from them.

The people here are rich in worldly goods but are self deceived because they are spiritually poor blind and naked. The Sermon on the Mount contrasts this with those who will be blessed - Matthew 5:3, those who are rich often do not see the need for spiritual things or salvation as they believe that money can buy you everything. Are we rich in goods but spiritually destitute?

This is a good picture of the apostate church. An apostate can be defined as a person who has departed from the truth that he may professed to have had. Seldom however does the apostate have and hold the full truth. The form that apostasy takes is given in 1 Timothy 4:1-3, 2 Timothy 3:5, 2 Peter 2:1-22. There would be apostasy in the church in the latter times 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3, 1 Timothy 4:1
In verse 18 there is a call to sanctification, they are counselled to seek spiritual wealth in Christ. 
Secondly because they are spiritually naked they are urged to put on imputed righteousness that can only be obtained at the Cross. Revelation 3:4, 3:5, 6:11, 7:9, 13-14 
Thirdly because they are spiritually blind they are exhorted to see spiritually. As Christians even having been saved we can be poor of sight. We need to receive imputed righteousness and live in the knowledge of that.

The love mentioned in the Greek in verse 19 is "phileo" which is a friendship type love rather than "agapao" unconditional love whilst repent means to change your mind. Those whom Christ loves are those who follow His commandments. The Lord disciplines those who are his friends so that they may change their minds and become zealous for the faith. Hebrews 12:7-12

In verse 20 Christ is outside the church, knocking. Christ is not in this church because it is basically an out of fellowship church. Notice the word to sup means to take a meal indicating a person is going to have fellowship. 

The exhortation is to any individual in the apostate church to hear Christ’s voice and open his heart to Him. If he does so Christ will come in and have fellowship with Him.

Christ is at the right hand of the Father which is the place of commendation.  To be seated is one of appointment.  God invited Jesus Christ to sit at His right hand until he made His enemies His footstool. 

Whilst the majority of the Laodicean type church will go through the Tribulation as unbelievers, the believers will sit with Christ in a place of honour. We as believers are at the right hand of the Father in Christ. It is a place of great security.

DENIALS OF THE END TIME CHURCH

1.
Denial of God. (Luke 17:26; 2 Timothy. 3:4-5)
2.
Denial of Christ. (1 John. 2:18, 4:3; 2 Peter. 2:1)
3.
Denial of Christ's return. (2 Peter 3:3-4)
4.
Denial of the Faith. (1 Timothy. 4:1-2; Jude 3)
5.
Denial of Sound Doctrine. (2 Timothy. 4:3-4)
6.
Denial of Separated Life (Practical Sanctification. (2 Timothy 3:1-7)
7.
Denial of Christian Liberty. ( 1 Timothy 4:3-4)
8.
Denial of Spirituality. (2 Timothy 3:1-8; Jude 18)
9. Denial of Authority. (2 Timothy 3:4)
APOSTASY

1. Apostasy means abandonment of one’s religious faith.

2. Apostasy differs from backsliding. A true Christian can backslide, an apostate is never born again. e.g. Judas Iscariot.

3. The backslidden Christian breaks fellowship, but doesn't lose his salvation. (John 5:24)
4. The apostate is described in (2 Timothy 4:3-4) and (1 John 2:19)
5. Apostates may do good works calling themselves Christians but they should not be accepted as such. (2 John 9-11, John 10:12-13).

6. There will be a great apostasy prior to the Rapture (2 Thessalonians 2:3)
LAST DAYS:  CHARACTERISTICS OF THE LAST DAYS

Just as world conditions just before the flood indicated judgment was overdue, so conditions now show that we are at the end of the last days.

1. Preoccupation with physical appetites - Luke 17:27
2. Rapid advances in technology – Daniel 12:4
3. Grossly materialistic attitudes and interests - Luke 17:28
4. Uniformitarian attitudes and interests - Hebrews 11:7
5. No concern for God in either belief or conduct - 2 Peter 2:5, Jude 15
6. Rejection of the inspired Word of God - 1 Peter 3:19
7. Population explosion - Genesis 6:1,11
8. Widespread violence - Genesis 6:11, 13
9. Corruption throughout society - Genesis 6:12
10. Widespread words and thoughts of blasphemy - Jude 15
11. Organised Satanic activity - Genesis 6:1-4
12. Promotion of systems and movements of abnormal depravity - Genesis 6:5, 12
CONCLUSION

The whole emphasis on the condition of the world just prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ is one of decay and degeneracy. The state of the world is demonstrably not getting better This is a common feature in history from a Biblical viewpoint as demonstrated in the concept of civilisations which we studied above. .

RAPTURE

1. The Rapture of the Church is the termination of the Church Age and is the taking of all believers since Pentecost to Heaven by the Lord Jesus Christ.

2. General Scripture (John 14:1-3, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)
3. The Rapture and the 2nd Advent should not be confused, they are at least 7 years apart being separated by the Tribulation and have different characteristics.

4. Rapture

a) Not revealed in Old Testament.

b) Promises to the Church fulfilled.

c) Judgment seat of Christ rewards  (1 Corinthians 3:12-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10-11, 2 Timothy 2:11)
d) Christ the Bridegroom and Head

e) Believers body changed (not creation) (1 Corinthians 15:51-58, Philippians 3:21)
f) Church goes to heaven. (1 Thessalonians 4:17)
g) Imminent - no signs to be fulfilled before the Church can be removed.

h) Time of comfort for believer. (1 Thessalonians 4:18)
i) Christ will meet the Church in the air.  (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)
j) Private (only believers will see)

k) Before tribulation

l) Believers go out of the world. (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18)
m) Removal of the Holy Spirit. (2 Thessalonians 2:7)
5. Second Advent

a) Spoken of by all major Old Testament prophets. (Zechariah 14:4)
b) Promises to Israel fulfilled.

c) Great White Throne Judgment (after Millennium) - unbelievers. (Matthew 25:31, Revelation 20:12-15).

d) Christ the Messiah to Israel (Daniel 9:25)
e) Radical changes in nature. (Romans 8:19-22)
f) Church comes back to earth (1 Thessalonians 3:13, 4:17)
g) Many details of prophecy yet to be fulfilled. (Revelation Chapters 6-19)
h) Time of terror for unbeliever. (Revelation 6:15-17)
i) Christ will come back to earth (Zechariah 14:4)
j) Public - every eye shall see him (Revelation 1- 7)
k) After tribulation.

l) Unbelievers taken off the earth (Matthew 24:37-42)
m) Removal of Satan (Revelation 20:1-3)
ARGUMENTS FOR THE PRE-TRIBULATIONAL REMOVAL OF THE CHURCH

DEFINITIONS

The term pre-tribulation indicates that the removal of the Church takes place prior to the Tribulation

The term mid –tribulation indicates the removal of the Church occurring half way through the Tribulation 

The term post – tribulation indicates the removal of the Church at the end of the Tribulation

The term rapture or translation is used for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ for His church 

The term second coming refers to His coming to earth to set up His Millennial Kingdom.

ARGUMENTS

A - Historical 

1. 
While post-tribulation appeared as early as we see in the Thessalonian church, 2 Thessalonians 2 many in the early church believed in the imminent return of the Lord which is the essential doctrine of the pre - tribulation position.

2. 
The detailed development of the pre tribulation position in the last two centuries does not prove that the doctrine is new or novel. Its development is similar to that of other major doctrines in the history of the church which were revived after many years of obscurity. We should expect this truth to emerge to prominence only in the last years of the church.

B – Text Interpretation

3. 
Pre tribulation is the only view that allows literal interpretation of all Old and New Testament passages on the Great Tribulation. 

4. 
Pre tribulation clearly distinguishes between Israel and the church and their respective programmes in the plan of God. This is shown in the doctrine of kenosis.

C – The Nature of the Tribulation 

5. 
Pre tribulation maintains the scriptural distinction between the Great Tribulation and problems for believers in general in the ages that precede it.

6.
The Great Tribulation is properly interpreted by pre tribulation as a time of preparation for Israel’s restoration Deuteronomy 4:29-30, Jeremiah 30:4-11. There are two worldwide returns of Israel to the Land, firstly in general unbelief in the Messiah. 

Due to events in the Great Tribulation there is a massive conversion of Israel to believe in Jesus Christ as their Messiah which is followed by a second worldwide return.

In contrast, the church, which is the virgin bride of Christ, does not require the Tribulation to prepare the church for glory. The church going through the tribulation would reflect very poorly on the bridegroom who told her not to worry and that He would return for her.

7. 
None of the Old Testament passages on the Tribulation imply any mention of the church. Deuteronomy 4:29-30, Jeremiah 30:4-11, Daniel 8:24-27, 12:1-2.
8. 
None of the New Testament passages on the Tribulation mention the church. Matthew 13:30, 39-42, 48-50, 24:15-31, Thessalonians 1:9-10, 5:4-9, 2 Thessalonians 2:1-11, Revelation chapters 4 to 18.
9. 
Pre tribulation provides an adequate explanation that the removal of the church occurs before the Great Tribulation of Revelation 6. 

In fact it is seen in heaven in Revelation chapters 4 and 5 with the opening of chapter 4 beginning “After these things” i.e. After the Church Age. Mid tribulation however refutes the plain teaching of Scripture that the Great Tribulation begins long before the seventh trumpet of Revelation 11. We believe they have picked the wrong trumpet.

10. 
The Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians advised that the translation would occur at the last trumpet which is the technical term for the last trumpet call of the Feast of Trumpets. The Corinthians would know about the Feasts of Israel and probably would be aware that three of the previous feasts had been fulfilled to the very day by our Lord Jesus Christ at the First Advent as he died at Passover as the Lamb of God and rose on First fruits and had predicted the commencement of the church on the next feast Pentecost. 

The sequence would therefore logically continue to the next feast Trumpets. The Corinthians would have no knowledge of the last trumpet judgment in Revelation 11 as the Apostle John would not write that book for around another 40 years.

11. 
The unity of Daniel’s 70th week is maintained by pre – tribulation whereas both mid and post tribulation destroy that unity and confuse Israel’s programme with that of the church. 

D – The Nature of the Church

12. 
The translation of the church is never mentioned in any passage dealing with the second coming of Christ after the Tribulation.

13. 
The church is not appointed to wrath Romans 5:9, 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10, 5:9. The church therefore cannot enter “the great day of their wrath” Revelation 6:17.
14. 
The church will not be overtaken by the Day of the Lord 1 Thessalonians 5:1-9 which includes the Tribulation.

15. 
The possibility of a believer escaping the Tribulation is mentioned in Luke 21:36.
16. 
The church of Philadelphia was promised deliverance from “the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth. Revelation 3:10.
17. 
God delivers believers before a divine judgment is inflicted as illustrated by the deliverance of Noah, Lot, Rahab and others. 2 Peter 2:5-9.
18. 
At the time of the translation of the church all believers go to heaven for their evaluation at the judgment seat of Christ 1 Corinthians 3:10-15 and return to the earth seven years later.

19. 
Pre tribulation does not divide the body of Christ at the rapture on the basis of works. The teaching of a partial rapture is based on the false doctrine that the translation of the church is a reward for good works. It is in fact the climax of salvation by grace of the entire body of Christ.

20. 
The Scriptures clearly teach that all, not part of the church will be removed at the coming of Christ for His church. 1 Corinthians 15:51-52, 1 Thessalonians 4:17.
21. 
As opposed to a view of a partial rapture pre tribulation is founded on the definite teaching of Scripture that the death of Christ frees us from all condemnation Romans 8:1-2.
22. 
The godly remnant of the Tribulation is pictured as Israelites in Revelation 7, not members of the church as maintained by post tribulation.

23 
The pre tribulation view, unlike the post tribulation does not confuse general terms like “elect” and “saints” which apply to the saved of all ages with specific  terms like “church” and “in Christ” which refer to believers in this age. 

E – The Doctrine of Imminent Return of Christ 

24. 
The pre tribulation interpretation teaches that the coming of Christ is actually imminent thus requiring no prophecy to be fulfilled before He returns for His church.

25. 
The exhortation to be comforted by the coming of the Lord in 1 Thessalonians 4:18 is very significant in the pre tribulation view and is contradicted by most post tribulation teaching. It would be cold comfort to suffer this if the Church is subject to Divine judgments.

26. 
The exhortation to look for “the glorious appearing” of Christ to his own, Titus 2:13, loses its significance if the Tribulation must intervene first. Believers in that case should look for signs. 

27. 
The exhortation to purify ourselves in view of the Lord’s return has most significance if His coming is imminent. 1 John 3:2-3
28. 
The church is uniformly exhorted to look for the coming of the Lord, while believers in the Tribulation are directed to look for signs, reverting back to the Age of Israel format.

F – The Work of the Holy Spirit

29. 
The Holy Spirit as the Restrainer of evil cannot be taken out of the world unless all the church age believers, which the Spirit individually indwells, is translated at the same time. The Tribulation cannot start until the restraint is lifted. The hindrance of Holy Spirit filled believers is lifted in a second when all leave, and only over time do believers emerge again and the Holy Spirit can empower them as he did for Israel.  The Holy Spirit operates then in His role as it was in the Age of Israel.

30. 
The Holy Spirit as the total Restrainer (1 John 4:4) must be taken out of the world before the “lawless one”, who dominates the Tribulational period, can be revealed. 2 Thessalonians 2:6-8
31. 
If the expression “except there come a falling away first in the King James Version is translated literally “except the departure come first” it would plainly show the necessity of the Rapture taking place before the beginning of the Tribulation. 

G – The Necessity of an Interval between the Rapture and the Second Coming 

32. 
According to 2 Corinthians 5:10 all believers in this age must appear before the judgment seat of Christ in heaven, an event never mentioned in the detailed accounts associated with the Second Coming of Christ to the earth.

33. 
If the twenty four elders of Revelation chapters 4 and 5 are representative of the church as many expositors believe, it would necessitate the rapture and rewards of the church before the Tribulation. It is noted that the elders represent royal priests which are a characteristic of all church age priests.

34. 
The coming of Christ for His bride [the church] must take place before the Second Coming to the earth for the wedding feast Revelation 19:7-10.
35. 
Tribulational saints who survive the Tribulation are not translated at the second coming of Christ but carry on ordinary occupations such as farming and building houses and will have children on earth. Isaiah 65:20-25. This would be impossible if all the saints are translated at the Second Advent as is the post tribulation view.

36. 
The judgment of the Gentiles followed by the Second Coming, Matthew 25:31-46, indicates that both saved and unsaved are still in their natural bodies. This would be impossible if the translation had taken place at the Second Coming.

37. 
If the translation took place in connection with the Second Coming to the earth, there would be no need of separating the sheep from the goats at a subsequent judgment as the separation would have taken place in the very act of the translation of the believers before Christ actually sets up His throne on earth. Matthew 25:31
38. 
The judgment of Israel, Ezekiel 20:34-38 which occurs subsequent to the Second Coming, indicates the necessity of re-gathering Israel. The separation of the saved from the unsaved in this judgment obviously takes place sometime after the Second Coming and would be unnecessary if the saved had previously been separated from the unsaved at translation.

H – Contrasts between the Rapture and the Second Coming. 

39. 
At the time of the Rapture the saints meet Christ in the air, while at the Second Coming Christ returns to the Mount of Olives to meet the saints on the earth.

40. 
At the time of the Rapture the Mount of Olives is unchanged while at the Second Coming it divides and a valley is formed to the east of Jerusalem Zechariah 14:4-5.
41. 
At the Rapture living saints are translated while no saints are translated in connection with the second coming of Christ to the earth.

42. 
At the Rapture the saints are translated to heaven while unbelievers stay on earth while at the Second Coming the saints remain on earth without translation and it is the unbelievers that are removed. 

43 
At the time of the Rapture the world is not judged and continues in sin while at the Second Coming the world is judged and righteousness is established on the earth.  Daniel 9:24

44. 
The translation of the church is pictured as deliverance before the day of wrath, while the Second Coming is followed by the deliverance of those who have believed in Christ during the Tribulation.

45. 
The Rapture is described as imminent while the Second Coming is preceded by numerous definite signs.

46. 
The translation of a group of living believers is a truth revealed only in the New Testament while the Second Coming with its attendant events is a prominent doctrine of both Testaments.

47. 
The Rapture concerns only the saved while the Second Coming deals with both saved and unsaved. 

48. 
At the Rapture Satan is not bound while at the Second Coming Satan is bound and cast into the abyss.

49. 
No unfulfilled prophecy stands between the church and the Rapture while many prophecies and signs must be fulfilled before the Second Coming.

50. 
No passage dealing with the resurrection of the saints at the Second Coming ever mentions translation of living saints at the same time.

I – Biblical Pictures from Here to Eternity

51. 
The Book of the Revelation shows in sequence the person of Christ [chapter 1], the Church on Earth [chapters 2-3], the Church in Heaven [chapters 4-5], the Tribulation [chapters 6-18], the Second Coming [chapter 19], The Millennial Reign [chapter 20] and Eternity Future [chapters 21-22].

52. 
The split in Daniel’s 70 weeks into three portions, firstly 7 weeks of years involving the rebuilding of the city of Jerusalem followed immediately by 62 weeks of years ending with the death of Jesus Christ making 69 weeks of years. The remaining one week of 7 years is still unfulfilled and ends with the setting up of the Millennial Kingdom at the end of the Tribulation. The gap in between is the present age which terminates before the Tribulation. 

53. 
The Feasts of Israel have a harvest time between the Feast of Pentecost, the day on which the Church started and the Feast of Trumpets when Israel returns as the witness to God’s plan.

54. 
The Jewish wedding ceremony where having paid the dowry for the bride the bridegroom returns to His Father’s house [heaven] to prepare a place for his bride [the church]. In the future He returns to his bride’s home [the earth] and takes her to the prepared place [heaven] for the dressing of the bride and the wedding ceremony.

55. 
The lack of the words “what the Spirit says to the churches” that are found in Revelation chapters 2 and 3 compared with Revelation 13:9 which says, “If anyone has an ear let him hear” indicating no mention of the Church. Quite different to the first three chapters where the Church is directly mentioned.

J – The Church and Israel Contrasted
56. 
The Church is different from Israel and God deals with both groups separately.

57. 
The Hebrews started with Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3).  

The Church started at Pentecost. (Acts 2; Galatians 3:26-28)
58. 
Israel was promised blessings on earth. (Deuteronomy 28:1-14)  

The Church is promised blessings in heavenly places. (Ephesians 1:3; Hebrews 3:1)
59. 
Israel's relationship to God was based on a Covenant. (Genesis 17:7,8)  

The Church's relationship to God is based on new birth. (John 1:12;13; 1 Peter 1:23)
60. 
Israel's prophecy is mainly in the Old Testament.  

Prophecy of the Church is only in the New Testament.

61. 
Israel worshipped at Jerusalem. (Psalm 122:1-4)  

The Church worships where ever two or three are gathered together in Christ's name. (Matthew 18:20)
62. 
Israel lived under the Mosaic Law. (Ezekiel 20:10-12)  

The Church is under grace (John 1:17; Romans 6:14).

63. 
Israel's destiny is with Palestine. (Isaiah 60:18-21)  

The Church will be removed from the earth. (l Thessalonians 4:13-18, Revelation 21-22)
64. 
Christ is King and Messiah to Israel.  

Christ is Head and Bridegroom to the Church.

65. 
Israel in the Scriptures involve Jews only. 

The Church is made up of both Jews and Gentiles.

66. 
Israel was the wife of Jehovah (Deuteronomy 5:1-3) but committed adultery (Jeremiah 3:1), was in separation (Isaiah 50:1) and eventually divorced (Jeremiah 3:6-10). The church is the virgin bride of Christ. After the removal of the church there is a great repentance of Israel and the remarriage with Jehovah. (Jeremiah 31:31-34). That Israel is not finished is also seen in (Zechariah 12:7-9)
SEQUENCE OF PRE TRIBULATIONAL EVENTS

INTRODUCTION

Revelation chapters 2 and 3 have dealt with the Church on earth, Revelation 4 and 5 will show the church in heaven, while Revelation 6-18 portrays the Tribulation period. It is now appropriate to examine the sequence of events which will occur around the time of the return of the Lord Jesus Christ for his church.

DEFINITIONS

Three periods need to be defined in chronological sequence: -

RAPTURE – The instant in time when the Lord Jesus Christ returns in the air for His Church

TRIBULATION – A period of 7 years of great trouble and testing on the earth

MILLENNIUM – A period of 1000 years of the reign of Christ on this earth to fulfil the Davidic and Palestinian covenants with Israel

GAPS EITHER SIDE OF THE TRIBULATION

[A] 
RAPTURE - TRIBULATION

It should be noted that there is an indeterminate time lapse between the Rapture and the Tribulation as the technical start of the Tribulation is the signing of the seven year covenant between the Antichrist and the Leader of Israel. Daniel 9:24-27 

However 2 Thessalonians 2 6-8 clearly states that the Restrainer [The Holy Spirit] will be taken out of the way before the Antichrist is revealed. 

All believers are indwelt by the Holy Spirit as stated in John 14:16,17. 

We believers will therefore not know the identity of the Antichrist as when the Holy Spirit goes at the Rapture we will go as well. There is therefore a gap between the technical start of the seven year period and the Rapture of the Church.

[B]
TRIBULATION  - MILLENNIUM

There is a gap between the Tribulation and Millennium which appears to be 75 days according to Daniel 12:11-12. This has relevance in the determining of the position of the northern invasion of Israel [see event 4 in the list of pre Tribulational events noted below]

PRE TRIBULATIONAL EVENTS

There are a number of events prophesied to take place prior to the Tribulation. The first three have already been fulfilled.

They are

1.
World Wars

2.
The Rebirth of Israel

3.
Jewish control of Jerusalem

4.
Northern Invasion of Israel

5.
One World Government

6.
The World Divided into Ten Regions

7.
The Rise of the Antichrist

8.
Period of Peace and False Security

9. The Seven Year Covenant

10. The Return of Elijah

11.
The Third Temple

12.
Blackouts

It should be noted that the sequence of events 10-12 are not necessarily stated chronologically.

These twelve events are divided into three - Events that have already happened, Events that we may see and Events that we will not see.

FULFILLED EVENTS OF THE COMING TRIBULATION

EVENT 1. 
WORLD WARS – Matthew 24:1-8

In verses 7-8 Christ revealed the single event that will indicate the end of the age has begun “ Nation shall rise up against nation and kingdom against kingdom" coupled with famines and earthquakes. This is said to be the beginning of travail or birth pangs. 

This idiom taken in the Jewish context means world war or a total conflict of the area in view. The idiom is found in two O.T. passages Isaiah 19:1-4 which speaks of conflict all over the land of Egypt and 2Chronicles 15:1-7 which speaks of conflict over all the Middle East. In the Olivet Discourse the whole world is in view hence World War.
There has been a great increase in earthquakes. It has been stated that between 63 and 1896 there were only 26 recorded earthquakes. There have been a huge number of deadly earthquakes since then. In addition famines have increased especially since the mid 1970s.
EVENT 2 - THE RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF ISRAEL

This happens in two stages, the return in unbelief in preparation for judgment which occurs in the form of the Tribulation, which is followed by a world wide regathering in faith in preparation for blessing in the Millennium. The fact that the unbelief stage is followed by the believing stage and the return to the land is given in Ezekiel 37: It is noted that those returning are from all the tribes of Israel and not just the two in captivity in Babylon with Assyria having taken the 10 tribes into captivity some 150 years before Ezekiel’s ministry.

Passages regarding Judgment – Ezekiel 20:33-38, 22:17-22
Passages regarding blessing – Ezekiel 36:22-24, Isaiah 11:11-12
The judgment is the Tribulation Zephaniah 1:14-18, 2:1-2 with the Day of Jehovah or Day of the Lord referring to the Tribulation. 

It is of note that the Tribulation starts with the signing of a covenant between the World Dictator and the Leader of Israel that shows that there must be a nation Israel in place for that to occur.

EVENT 3
JERUSALEM UNDER JEWISH CONTROL

This is required for the building of the third temple. There are 4 passages showing the relation between the Temple and the Tribulation. They are:-Daniel 9:27, Matthew 24:15, 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4, Revelation 11:1-2
FUTURE EVENTS OF THE COMING TRIBULATION WHICH WE MAY SEE

The following events we may or may not see.

EVENT 4.
THE NORTHERN INVASION OF ISRAEL  - Ezekiel 38:1-39:16
Details of the Invasion

Who are Involved – 38:1-6 – Gog – Czar or Ruler

Magog, Rosh, Meshech and Tubal are all tribes that in ancient times occupied modern Russia. Rosh is the basis of the word Russia whilst Meshech is preserved in the City of Moscow and Tubal in the City of Tobolsk in the Urals in Siberia.

The position of these invaders is given in verse 6 – from the uttermost parts of the north. It is of note that Jerusalem has a longitude of 35.14 E whilst that of Moscow is 37.35 E. This is repeated in Ezekiel 38:15 and 39:2.
The northern confederation is joined in verses 5-6 by Persia or Iran, Cush or Ethiopia, Put or Somalia, Gomer and Togarmah or Armenia.

Where does it occur?:- Ezekiel 38:7-9  - In the mountains of Israel. There are many troops

Why does it occur? 

From a human viewpoint - to take spoil Some nations protest against this – [ Sheba and Dedan] which are in Arabia and Tarshish which is either Spain or Britain and the nations they founded –  Ezekiel 38:10-13

From God’s viewpoint  - that He be sanctified before the nations - Ezekiel 38:14-16

What and how? – Ezekiel 38:17-23  The army will be destroyed by God through earthquakes [v19-20], civil war in the army [v21], pestilence, flood, hailstones, fire and brimstone [v22]. God is therefore glorified in the nations as He eliminates the army by Himself.

The location of this defeat is given in Ezekiel 39:2,4 – on the mountains of Israel

In Ezekiel 39:7 it shows that the north itself will be devastated by God’s judgment.

Revival in Israel – Ezekiel 39:7-8

The Big Cleanup – Ezekiel 39:9-16

Removal of the weapons of war will take 7 years and burying of the dead 7 months.

The crucial question is when chronologically this will take place
From the above passage we see that at the time of invasion Israel is a state again, the waste places are inhabited, Israel is dwelling in unwalled villages and is dwelling securely. All these factors occur now in Israel.

Timing of the Invasion

There are five different positions held as to when this occurs. 

A.
The most probable is before the Tribulation which allows for the clean up of seven years and seven months burial.

B.
In the Tribulation – the Jews would likely try and use the weapons rather than destroy them. They would have trouble enough without trying to have 7 months of burial parties. 


C
Associated with the battle of Armageddon – this is at the end of the Tribulation period. The battle of Armageddon involves all nations of the world and not just the northern group. 


D
Between the Tribulation and Millennium – however this is a 75 day period as shown above and would also involve the cleanup taking place in the Millennium which is incompatible with the character of that age


E
At the end of the Millennium – this again involves armies from the whole world and is incompatible with the fact that soon after the Lord destroys the armies besieging Jerusalem eternity future comes into being with a new heaven and new earth.

EVENT 5
THE ONE WORLD GOVERNMENT

In Daniel 7:23-24 we see the fourth beast devouring the whole world to form a One World Government. Out of this will eventually come the Antichrist. We see many and increasing trends towards one world systems.
EVENT 6.
THE TEN KINGDOMS
Daniel 7:24a says” And out of the kingdom shall ten kings arise” This shows that from the one world government 10 regions covering the world will be formed. It is of interest that the Club of Rome divided the world into ten regions in the early 1970s

FUTURE EVENTS WE WILL NOT SEE
EVENT 7 – THE RISE OF ANTICHRIST

Daniel 7:24b says ‘and another shall arise after them and he shall be diverse from the former and shall put down three kings”

This is the Antichrist rising to power. His identity and status must be known prior to the Tribulation as the start of the Tribulation is the signing of the covenant with the Jews for the seven year period. We will not know his identity as outlined above.
EVENT 8 – PERIOD OF PEACE AND SECURITY
This is placed just before the Tribulation. It is mentioned in 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3 and says that the Tribulation will come suddenly when people are saying peace and safety.

EVENT 9 – SEVEN YEAR COVENANT 
The signing of this covenant between the Antichrist and the Jews will start the Tribulation period. 

OTHER PRE TRIBULATION EVENTS WHICH WE MAY OR MAY NOT SEE
EVENT 10 
THE THIRD TEMPLE

There are 4 passages showing the relation between the Temple and the Tribulation. They are:-Daniel 9:27, Matthew 24:15, 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4, Revelation 11:1-2
That a third Temple will be operating in the Tribulation is clear. Whether it will be built before the Tribulation or during the first few months of the Tribulation is not clear. It is clear however that the Jews are ready to build this Temple. In addition they have already trained priests from the tribes of Levi to function once the Temple is a reality.

EVENT 11 – THE RETURN OF ELIJAH

The last two verses in the Old Testament – Malachi 4:5-6 tells of the return of Elijah before the Tribulation. He will have a ministry of strengthening the Jewish family.
EVENT 12
BLACKOUT
In Joel 3:21 we are told that “the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon into blood before the great and terrible day of Jehovah cometh” This darkness is total. We may see this day.
It is clear from the above that as a generation we are seeing the fulfilment of a number of these events and the distinct possibility of the other events occurring. 

TRIBULATION

To examine this in more detail please see the Commentary of the Revelation.

THE STRUCTURE OF THE TRIBULATION
The period of tribulation is some seven years in extent. It is divided into two with the second half of the time period being called the time of Jacob’s Trouble or the Great Tribulation.

THE START OF THE TRIBULATION PERIOD 

The commencement of the Tribulation is not, as many teachers have proposed, at the Rapture of the Church. As shown above the Antichrist, the man who signs the seven year covenant with Israel, is not revealed until after the Church is removed at the Rapture.
There is therefore an unknown period of time between the Rapture of the Church and the official start of the Tribulation.

The first half of the Tribulation will see a Temple in action in Jerusalem with animal sacrifices being performed by Levitical Priests under the protection of the Antichrist. These sacrifices will cease at the mid point of the Tribulation being replaced by the worship of the Antichrist as god.

This is a period of the ten regions in a global format. In seizing power the Antichrist eliminates three of the ten regional rulers. 

THE MID POINT OF THE TRIBULATION

The mid point is marked by a number of events, 

The erection of the image of the Antichrist in the Temple in Jerusalem where he sets himself up as God

The ejection of Satan and the fallen angels from heaven

The fleeing of believers from Jerusalem to the mountains of Jordan

The resuscitation of the two witnesses killed by the Antichrist and their ascension into heaven

The period following this event is given in Matthew 24 (see below)
THE END OF THE TRIBULATION

The end of the period is marked by the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ to set up His kingdom on earth. This is shown in greatest detail in Revelation 19.
This period of great trouble is not only given in the Book of the Revelation but also in Matthew's gospel.

TRIBULATION IN MATTHEW 24

The second half of the Tribulation or Great Tribulation is portrayed in (Matthew 24)

1. It commences with the erection of the abomination of desolation, the statue of the Antichrist being erected in the Temple in Jerusalem. (v 15)

2. Believers in Jerusalem are told to flee to the mountains of Ammon, Edom and Moab (v 16-20)

3. It will be a time of maximum terror and pressure with many false Christs, signs and wonders. They are not to be led astray as believers as they know that when the Lord returns He will be seen by all. (v 21-26)

4. The next item seen is the smiting of the armies by the Lord Jesus Christ as He returns. (v 27-28)

5. The glorious appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ, visible to all, and the gathering of Israel from the four corners of the earth to the land now occurs. (v 29-31)

6. The fig tree prophecy shows that with the emergence of Israel and many other nations we are the generation that will see the Second Coming of Christ. (v 32-35)

7. The passage concludes with a warning to be prepared for the return of the Lord in glory. (v 36-51)

This period is also a time of globalism, upheaval in the world, political struggle and degeneracy.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TRIBULATION

1. One World

a) One Worldism (Revelation 13:7, 16-18)
b) One World Church (1 Timothy 4:1, Revelation 17)
c) One World Economy (1 Timothy 6:10, Revelation 13:16, 17)
2. Political Signs

a) Israel (Luke 21:29-32)
b) King of the North (Ezekiel 38:1, 12)

c) King of the East (Revelation 16:12, 9:16)
d) King of the West (Daniel 11:40-45)
e) King of the South (Daniel 11:40-45)
3. Natural Signs

a) Earthquakes (Luke 21:11)
b) Famines (Matthew 24:7)
c) Weather (Luke 21:25)
d) Diseases (Luke 21:11a)
4. Man made Signs

a) Wars Hot and Cold (Matthew 24:6, 7)
b) Preparation for War  (Joel 3:9, 10)
c) Knowledge and Technology (Daniel 12:4)
d) Travel (Daniel 12:4)
e) Pollution (Revelation 8:10-11)
f) Moral Decline (Luke 17:26, 2 Timothy 3:3)
g) Homosexuality (Luke 17:28-30)
h) Apostasy and False Prophets (Matthew 24:5, 24)
i) Witchcraft and Occultism (1 Timothy 4:], 2)
j) Drugs (Revelation 9:21)
5. Consider the conditioning we are now seeing in the media that aliens for outer space may arrive on earth to solve all of our problems and unite the world.  How would the world react if this were to happen?  Something like this is within Satan's power, and the perfect delusion to install Antichrist as world ruler.

JUDGMENTS IN THE TRIBULATION

SEVEN SEALS

1. White Horse of Peace. (Revelation 6:1-2)
2. Red Horse of War. (Revelation 6:3-4)
3. Black Horse of Famine. (Revelation 6:5-6)
4. Pale Horse of Death. (Revelation 6:7-8)
5. Persecution. (Revelation 6:9-11)
6. Destruction. (Revelation 6:12-17)
7. Seven Trumpet Judgments. (Revelation 8:1)
SEVEN TRUMPETS

1. Hail, Fire and Blood. (Revelation 8:7)
2. Burning Mountain. (Revelation 8:8- 9)
3. Wormwood. (Revelation 8:10-11)
4. Universe Struck. (Revelation 8:12-13)
5. Locusts. (Revelation 9:1-12)
6. 200 Million Army. (Revelation 9:13-21)
7. Seven Bowls Judgments. (Revelation 11:15-19)
SEVEN BOWLS

1. Severe Sores. (Revelation 16:2)
2. Sea of Blood. (Revelation 16:3)
3. Rivers of Blood. (Revelation 16:4- 7)
4. Scorching Heat. (Revelation 16:8- 9)
5. Darkness and Pain. (Revelation 16:10-11)
6. Armageddon. (Revelation 16:12)
7. Earthquake and Hailstones. (Revelation 16:17-21)
THE GOOD NEWS - EVANGELISM IN THE TRIBULATION
While there are tremendous judgments in the Tribulation period it is also a time of Great Evangelism. 

The evangelism is led by the Jews who evangelize the world in the form of the 144,000 witnesses and the two witnesses in Jerusalem. These are augmented by the witness of their converts and a mighty angel.
The four fold evangelism of the world is therefore as follows

[a] 144,000 Jewish evangelists with 12,000 from each tribe of Israel except the Tribe of Dan Revelation 7

[b] Their converts Revelation 7
[c] The two witnesses - Revelation 11
[d] The mighty angel - Revelation 14 
The mighty angel in Revelation 14:6,7 gives the gospel to the whole world fulfilling the prophecy in Matthew 24:14 that after the gospel of the kingdom has been preached to everyone the Second Advent will occur.

It needs to be remembered that Matthew 24 deals with the Tribulation and Second Advent of Christ and not the Rapture. Many teachers identify the person who is taken in Matthew 24:38-41 as the believer who is taken in the Rapture. Looking at it in context however the person who is taken is the unbeliever who is removed from the scene prior to the setting up of the kingdom.

There is a great need to differentiate between the Church and Israel especially in the area of eschatology. The Tribulation represents the final seven years of the Age of the Jews, the Church being no longer on earth but in heaven.

THE CHURCH IN HEAVEN

During the period of the Tribulation on earth the church is being prepared at the Judgement Seat of Christ for the Wedding Supper. In heaven all human good works are removed and our lives are individually evaluated for reward purposes, based on those works undertaken whilst alive on earth under the control of the Holy Spirit.
JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST

1. There are three types of judgment for believers in the Church Age.

a) Judgment of Sins:- The Lord Jesus Christ on the cross substituted the payment of all man's sins. The penalty of sin is death. (Romans 6:23) There is therefore no judgment for those in Christ Jesus. (Romans 8:1). The substitutionary death is given in 2 Corinthians 5:19-2 1, Galatians 3:13.
b) Judgment of Self:- We are told that if we judge ourselves we shall not be judged. Failure to do so brings discipline. (1 Corinthians 5:1-5, 11:31, 32, 2 Corinthians 2:5-7, Hebrews 12:7, 1 John 1:9)
c) Judgment Seat of Christ:- This is the evaluation of the production of believers for the purpose of reward (2 Corinthians 5:10)
2. The Judgment Seat of Christ is a time of reward.  Our human works (wood, hay, stubble) will be burnt, our works in the power of the Spirit (gold, silver, precious stones) will be rewarded. (1 Corinthians 3:11-16).
3. At the Judgment Seat of Christ the believer can be denied reward but can never lose his salvation. (2 Timothy 2:12-13)
4. Backslidden believers have no reward at the Judgment Seat of Christ. (Hebrews 6:7-12)
5. The Judgment Seat of Christ is illustrated by the famous athletic games in the ancient world. (1 Corinthians 9:24-27)
6. Rewards at the Judgment Seat of Christ are based on grace. (James 2:12, 13)
7. Since we will be judged by Christ, we are not to judge each other (Matthew 7:1-2)
[H] SECOND ADVENT

REVELATION 19 :11-21 “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 12  His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. 13  And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. 14  And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 15  And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16  And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 17  And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God; 18  That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great. 19  And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. 20  And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21  And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.

INTRODUCTION

The Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ is given in the second half of Revelation 19 which is divided into two parts.  

[a] 
Verses 11-16 show that Jesus Christ is the key to all judgment. 

[b]
Verses 17-21 show us the events immediately following the Second Advent. 

FOUR STRIKING THINGS SEEN OF THE VICTORIOUS CHRIST.

[A] HIS MOUNT - VERSE 11

White horses were used in ancient Rome for victory parades. White horses are rare, the horses are normally grey. The Antichrist had his counterfeit of this in Revelation 6:2 where he is seen on a white horse as the conqueror.

On the other hand, if a king or general came in peace, he rode a mule or donkey. The Lord Jesus Christ came in peace at the First Advent. He was rejected and crucified as the prince of peace. 

This time he comes as the victorious Lion of the Tribe of Judah, this time in judgment as a conqueror riding a white horse. It should be noted that only humanity can sit on a horse as deity is everywhere. 

The phrase "makes war" is the present active indicative of “polemeo” in the Greek. Millions of men under arms are killed at the Second Advent and it is accomplished by the Lord Jesus Christ himself..

He is wearing "diadem" crowns rather than "stephanos" crowns. The "diadem" was worn by right whereas the "stephanos" was one given as a reward. The flaming eyes [see Revelation 1:14] speak of righteous indignation and wrath. He is crowned with many diadems as King of kings by right not conquest.
The vesture in verse 13 is a robe worn by a Chiliarch or Roman leader of a thousand men. He has the mantle of a military commander. It is dipped in blood. The word  "dipped" in the Greek is “bapto” from which we get the word baptised.
At the Second Advent the garments of Christ will be stained with the blood of his enemies. Isaiah 63:1-3

[B] HIS NAMES 

Four names are given here:

[1] Faithful and True verse 11

He is called here “Faithful and True” which speaks of His Integrity. He is faithful to his word, both for blessing and cursing. God is faithful to us right now even though we may be fickle.

[2]  The Unknown Name verse. 12

“The unknown name” the name written is often used for a personality. His unknown name relates to Revelation 2:17. A special name is given to everyone who overcomes by faith. In our case it speaks of our own private history with God.

[3] The Word of God verse 13.

Jesus Christ is also called here “The Word of God” cf. John. 1:1-4  The living word is revealed in the written word. 

[4] King of Kings, Lord of Lords verses. 16.

He is called “King of Kings, Lord of Lords” it was common practice for a victorious Roman general to wear a banner on his thigh. This name on Jesus Christ's thigh speaks of his absolute authority and sovereign power. 

All power is His in heaven and earth. He is the source of all authority. Based on this authority, he judges the earth as its rightful king and ruler. 

The word "written" in the Greek is in the perfect tense showing that it was written in the past with a result that it stays written for ever. He always had absolute authority.

Lord of Lords is Deity and King of Kings is humanity. Our commanding general is unique in the fact that He is the God man.

[C] HIS ARMIES - VERSE 14

This army is made up of the saints of earth who follow him wherever he goes. This army does no fighting; it is the commanding general that does all the fighting.

[D] HIS WEAPON - VERSE 15

The weapon of Christ is the sword of his mouth. The Word of God is compared to a sword in Hebrews. 4:12. The Greek word for sword there is the "machaira." which was easy to handle, could thrust, and cut both ways with little difficulty.  

Here however the word is "romphaia."  the great Thracian broadsword which required a person of great strength to wield it. This 1.8 metre [6 foot] sword. was intended to kill with one mighty sweep. What a picture of the ease with which Christ will defeat his enemies! One mighty blow from the word of his mouth will execute total judgement on the armies of Antichrist and unbelieving mankind. 

This will be the "Baptism of Fire" pictured in Revelation 20:14 and spoken of in Matthew. 3:10-12. When the Prince of Peace comes back he makes war to clean up the earth. The winepress is used to show maximum destruction of the enemy 

JUDGMENT ON THE UNBELIEVERS

The angel standing in the sun calls for the birds to pick the bones. He calls them to supper indicating a meal at the end of the day. This is the end of history as far as the unbelievers are concerned 

In verse 18 there are  7 types of people involved:- Kings - the supreme rulers, Captains which are army chiefs or Chiliarchs, men in charge of one thousand men, Mighty men are the fit people of the armies, Horses which is the army transportation, Them that sit upon them are the military commanders, The Freemen and the Slaves. showing that there will still be slavery in the tribulation

The slaughter that occurs here is totally impartial and totally encompassing. All unbelievers removed for the lord is bringing in an era of righteousness. Matthew 24
When the Lord was before Pilate, He said, "If my kingdom were of this world, then my servants would fight" John. 18:36. When the time comes for his kingdom to be set up, He will illustrate the principle that there is no peace apart from military victory!  

The kings of the earth are kings ruled by the Antichrist. The armies of these kings are concentrated. For the unbeliever this is the beginning of eternal damnation as he will spend eternity in the lake of fire.

The beast (Antichrist) and the False Prophet are now cast alive into the lake of fire. In one thousand years they will welcome Satan for whom the Lake of Fire was created Matthew 25:41. The Greek word for  “worship” here indicates that the unbelievers worshipped the Antichrist as God.

LOCATION  OF THE SECOND ADVENT

The location of the Second Advent of Christ is given in Zechariah 14:4-9  And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south. 5  And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee. 6  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark: 7  But it shall be one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light. 8  And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be. 9  And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one.

1 . We see the Lord Jesus Christ physically return to earth just as he left it at the ascension on the Mount of Olives.  This occurs at the culmination of the tribulation (Acts 1:10,11).
2. The Mount of Olives will split, allowing for waters to go out both east and west from Jerusalem, from the Mediterranean to the Dead Sea, allowing those besieged to flee into the newly formed valley  (I Corinthians 10:13).

3. American geologists have reported that a vertical fault exists in the Mount of Olives, which would facilitate such a movement Whilst God does not require such factors, the existence of such a fault bears witness to this verse.

4. This event immediately precedes the setting up of the universal reign of the Lord Jesus Christ over all the earth: the Millennium.

5. The weather conditions will also be unusual on the day of the Second Advent, but by evening it will be light It is of interest that on two occasions darkness of a supernatural form was noted in the Bible.  The first was during the last three hours on the cross; the second when Christ returns to earth.

WHO WILL SEE HIS RETURN?

Revelation 1:7  'Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wall because of him.  Even so, Amen.

1. It should be noted that with the writing of the last book of the Bible [in 96 AD], the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ was still future. An historical Millennium or Tribulation relating to that time is therefore seen as erroneous.

2. The Lord's return causes terror for the nations, who now realise that judgment has come. The attitude of mankind to this event should be noted in contrast to the reaction of the Rapture of the Church, where Paul states, Wherefore comfort one another with these words (I Thessalonians 4:18).
3. The fact that every eye shall see Him is of interest The earth will be in darkness, which the Lord the light of the world, will penetrate in His glory at the second advent

THOSE INVOLVED WITH THE MILLENNIUM
A picture of those who will be involved in this is given in Mark 9:1-7 : And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be some  of them that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power. 2  And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James, and John, and leadeth them up into an high mountain apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before them. 3  And his raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on earth can white them. 4  And there appeared unto them Elias with Moses: and they were talking with Jesus. 5  And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be  here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 6  For he wist not what to say; for they were sore afraid. 7  And there was a cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him.

1. In the case of the second advent, we not only have prophecy but also a practical demonstration of Christ's return at the Mount of Transfiguration.

2.On the Mount the Lord is seen in His resurrection body (verse 3).

3.Moses in his resurrection body represents all the saints who have died.

4.Elijah in his resurrection body represents all the saints who have been translated (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

5. Elijah and Moses are the two heralds of the Second Advent, just as John the Baptist was the herald of the first advent

6. Peter, James and John in their natural bodies depict the regenerate of Israel entering the millennial kingdom to repopulate the earth.

7. The multitude at the base of the mountain represent Gentile believers who also enter the millennial kingdom (Isaiah 11:10).

8. Here, therefore, we have the complete representation of the Second Advent with those in their physical bodies who, as believers, survive the tribulation: entering the millennium to repopulate the earth.

THE GAP OF 75 DAYS 

In a similar way to the waiting for the day of Pentecost to fully come and the gap demonstrated between the Rapture of the Church and the official start of the Tribulation there is a gap between the Second Advent of Christ and the commencement of the Millennium.

This is seen in the statement in Daniel 12:9-13 “And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end. 10  Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand. 11  And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days. 12  Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days. 13  But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.”
A brief review of this passage shows that Daniel is being told that the book is closed to the end of the age, the Jewish Age. This occurs at the Second Advent of Christ. There are going to be many believers but there will also be rampant wickedness.

In verses 11 and 12 we have a month over the three and a half Jewish years of the Tribulation and an extra forty five days making an apparent total of 75 days from the end of the Tribulation at the Second Advent to the commencement of the Millennium.

In the last verse Daniel is told that he will be resurrected at the Second Advent to enjoy an inheritance again reinforcing the resurrections in their order..

THE MILLENNIUM

THE MILLENNIAL REIGN

The reign of Christ is mentioned in the Old Testament including Isaiah 24:22,23, Hosea 3:3-5

"Millennium" is derived from the Latin and means a "thousand years". 

It is mentioned six times in Revelation 20. 

Human history begins in the garden and concludes in the kingdom with perfect environment  

KINGDOM - MILLENNIAL KINGDOM

1. "Thy will be done on earth, " will be fulfilled in the Millennium. (Matthew 6:10)

2. The Kingdom is the Millennium, the first 1,000 years of Jesus' eternal reign. It will be after the second advent, on the old earth. (Revelation 20:4-6)

a) Promised (2 Samuel 7:8-17, Psalm 89:20-33)

b) Prophesied (Isaiah 2:1-5, 2:11, 12, 35, 55, 56, 62:11)

c) Presented (Matthew, Mark, Luke ) Israel, not the church)

d) Postponed Epistles of New Testament (for church age)

e) Proclaimed (Revelation 10) (Angelic herald) (Revelation 11:1-1 4) (Human heralds)

f) Plagiarized (Revelation 13)

g) Perfected (Revelation 11:15-19)

3. Issues relating to the Kingdom

a) The Character of God - will He keep His word to Israel? Yes. Jesus Christ will reign.

b) Unconditional Covenant - will He keep Covenant? Yes. Abrahamic, Palestinian, Davidic, New - all fulfilled in the Millennium.

c) Dispersion of Israel - will He recover them again? Yes. At the second advent.

d) Advent - will He return to earth at the worst period in history? Yes. At the end of the Tribulation.

e) Millennial - The Kingdom of Jesus Christ is eternal, why the emphasis on the first 1,000 years? Jesus will do what Satan has been trying to do for 6,000 years; He will create perfect environment in an instant, as a demonstration to prove that perfect environment is not the answer; regeneration is.

4. Principles from Micah 4:1-8

a) The Kingdom will be supreme. (Micah 4:1)

b) The Kingdom will be universal. (Micah 4:2)

c) The Kingdom will be peaceful. (Micah 4:3)

d) The Kingdom will secure universal prosperity.(Micah 4:4-5)

e) The nation of Israel ruled by the Lord for the Kingdom. (Micah 4:6-8)

SOME PROPHECIES FOR THE MILLENNIUM BY BOOK OF THE BIBLE

	TEXT
	SUBJECT

	
	

	Genesis 13:14-15
	God gives the Promised Land to Abram for ever

	Genesis 17:8
	God confirms the gift of the Promised Land to Abram for ever

	
	

	Deuteronomy 30:2-3
	The future repentance of Israel

	Deuteronomy 30: 5
	Confirmation of the provision of the Promised Land

	Deuteronomy 30:9
	Israel will have prosperity

	
	

	2 Samuel 7:8-17
	The King to sit on the Throne of David

	
	

	1 Chronicles 17:9
	Promise of the Land and security

	
	

	Psalm 2:6-8, 11
	Jesus Christ to rule from Jerusalem 

	Psalm 2:6-9
	His rule for justice will be very firm with a rod of iron

	Psalm 46:9-10
	He will create perfect peace on earth and be highly exalted

	Psalm 67:4
	The nations be glad and sing for joy because of the just global rule.

	Psalm 72:2-16
	His judgment is sure and the righteous will prosper 

	Psalm 89:20-37
	God’s covenant will not be broken nor alter his spoken promises

	Psalm 105:8-11
	The gift of the Promised land is again given

	
	

	Isaiah 2:2
	The Temple to be Rebuilt

	Isaiah 2:2-3
	Jerusalem will become the worship centre of the world.

	Isaiah 2:3
	Jesus Christ to rule from Jerusalem with a rod of iron

	Isaiah 2:4
	Universal peace

	Isaiah 2:11-12
	The arrogant will be judged and brought down

	Isaiah 4:5
	Solar and Lunar light to increase.

	Isaiah 8:17
	Israel to Recognise her Messiah

	Isaiah 9:6-7
	The mighty God, the Prince of Peace will sit on David’s throne

	Isaiah 11:4
	Jesus Christ to rule from Jerusalem with a rod of iron

	Isaiah 11:6-7 
	The wolf, lamb, calf and lion to lie down together in peace

	Isaiah 11:6-9
	The original curse on creation to be removed [see Genesis 3:17-19]

	Isaiah 11:8.
	A little child to safely play with once poisonous serpents and spiders

	Isaiah 14:1-2
	Israel to be exalted above the Gentiles

	Isaiah 14:3-6
	No social, political or religious oppression.

	Isaiah 24:23
	The Lord of Hosts will reign in mount Zion and in Jerusalem

	Isaiah 25:8
	Physical death to be swallowed up in victory.

	Isaiah 25:8 
	All tears to be dried.

	Isaiah 25:9
	Israel to Recognise her Messiah

	Isaiah 26:8
	Israel to Recognise her Messiah

	Isaiah 26:15
	The Promised land to become greatly enlarged and changed.

	Isaiah 29:18 
	The deaf to hear, the blind to see and the lame to walk.

	Isaiah 30:19
	All tears to be dried.

	Isaiah 30:26
	Solar and Lunar light to increase.

	Isaiah 32:1
	A King will reign in righteousness and prices shall rule in judgment

	Isaiah 32:15
	Full ministry of the Holy Spirit

	Isaiah 32:18.
	Universal peace

	Isaiah 33:24
	All sickness to be removed.

	Isaiah 35:1-2
	The wilderness and deserts to bloom.

	Isaiah 35:5-6
	The deaf to hear, the blind to see and the lame to walk.

	Isaiah 35:6
	A time of universal singing.

	Isaiah 35:9
	The original curse on creation to be removed [see Genesis 3:17-19]

	Isaiah 40:11 
	Jesus Himself to be the Good, Great and Chief Shepherd.

	Isaiah 41:19-20
	Man’s knowledge about God to be greatly increased.

	Isaiah 43:5-6
	Israel to be Regathered

	Isaiah 44:8
	Israel to become God’s witnesses

	Isaiah 45:3
	Full ministry of the Holy Spirit

	Isaiah 49:8-9
	No social, political or religious oppression.

	Isaiah 49:10
	Jesus Himself to be the Good, Great and Chief Shepherd.

	Isaiah 49:22-23
	Israel to be exalted above the Gentiles

	Isaiah 52:9
	A time of universal singing.

	Isaiah 54:1
	A time of universal singing.

	Isaiah 54:1-17
	Israel to once again be related to God through marriage.

	Isaiah 54:13
	Man’s knowledge about God to be greatly increased.

	Isaiah 55:3-4
	David to aid this rule as vice-regent.

	Isaiah 55:12,
	A time of universal singing and joy.

	Isaiah 55:13
	There will be a refurbishment of nature and the environment.

	Isaiah 56:7
	My house shall be called a house of prayer for all people.

	Isaiah 56:7
	A time of universal praying.

	Isaiah 58:11
	Jesus Himself to be the Good, Great and Chief Shepherd.

	Isaiah 59:21
	Full ministry of the Holy Spirit

	Isaiah 60:1-3
	God’s glory to be seen by all nations.

	Isaiah 60:14-17
	Israel to be exalted above the Gentiles

	Isaiah 60:19-20
	Solar and Lunar light to increase.

	Isaiah 61:1-2
	The deaf to hear, the blind to see and the lame to walk.

	Isaiah 61:6
	Israel to become God’s witnesses

	Isaiah 61:6-7
	Israel to be exalted above the Gentiles

	Isaiah  62:2-5
	Israel to once again be related to God through marriage.

	Isaiah 62:11
	The Lord has proclaimed globally that salvation comes to Zion.

	Isaiah 65:20
	Longevity of man to be restored.

	Isaiah 65:24
	A time of universal praying.

	Isaiah 65:25
	The original curse on creation to be removed [see Genesis 3:17-19]

	Isaiah 65:25
	The wolf, lamb, calf and lion to lie down together in peace

	Isaiah 66:21
	Israel to become God’s witnesses

	Isaiah 66:20-23
	Israel will continue and the whole world contribute to the Temple

	
	

	Jeremiah 3:17-18
	Jerusalem called the Throne of the Lord

	Jeremiah 23:3
	The remnant of the Jews will be brought back and will prosper.

	Jeremiah 23:5 
	The Righteous Branch will reign as king

	Jeremiah 23:6
	The Lord is called Jehovah Tsidkenu, the Lord our Righteousness 

	Jeremiah 24:6, , 
	Israel to be Regathered

	Jeremiah 29:14,
	Israel to be Regathered

	Jeremiah 30:9
	David in his resurrection body to aid this rule as vice-regent.

	Jeremiah 30:11
	All the enemies of Israel will be destroyed

	Jeremiah 30:17
	All sickness to be removed

	Jeremiah 30:18
	The city of Jerusalem and the Temple to be rebuilt

	Jeremiah 30:19
	The population will be multiplied

	Jeremiah 31:8
	The deaf to hear, the blind to see and the lame to walk.

	Jeremiah 31:8-10
	Israel to be Regathered

	Jeremiah 31:13
	The mourning of the Jewish people will be turned into joy

	Jeremiah 31:31-34
	Israel to repent and enjoy the New Covenant with God

	Jeremiah 32:37
	God will gather all of Israel out of dispersion and dwell with them

	Jeremiah 32:39
	Israel to be regenerated

	Jeremiah 32:40
	God will make an everlasting covenant with them

	Jeremiah 33:8
	Israel to be cleansed

	Jeremiah 33:11
	Jerusalem will be filled with the voice of joy and gladness

	Jeremiah 33:16
	Jerusalem to be known as Jehovah Tsidkenu [the Lord our Righteousness] and Jehovah Shammah [the Lord is there].

	Jeremiah 33:18
	The offerings to the Lord will be provided for perfectly.

	
	

	Ezekiel 3:17
	Israel to become God’s witnesses

	Ezekiel 11:17
	Israel to be Regathered

	Ezekiel 11:19-20
	Israel to be Regenerated

	Ezekiel 16:60-62
	God will establish His new covenant with Israel who will repent.

	Ezekiel 20:40
	In the holy mountain all of Israel will dwell and serve Him

	Ezekiel 28:26
	God will judge the enemies of Israel who will dwell in peace

	Ezekiel 29:9-16
	Egypt will be punished and desolate for the first 40 years

	Ezekiel 34:11-16
	Jesus Himself to be the Good, Great and Chief Shepherd.

	Ezekiel 34:16
	All sickness to be removed

	Ezekiel 34:23
	David to aid this rule as vice-regent.

	Ezekiel 34:26-29
	The Lord will pour out showers of blessing on Israel

	Ezekiel 36:24-25, 28
	Israel to be Regathered

	Ezekiel 36:26
	Israel to be Regenerated

	Ezekiel 36:27
	Full ministry of the Holy Spirit

	Ezekiel 37:1-14
	The restoration of the dry bones into a spiritual united kingdom

	Ezekiel 37:14
	Full ministry of the Holy Spirit

	Ezekiel 37:24
	David to aid this rule as vice-regent.

	Ezekiel 37:26-27
	God says that he will set my sanctuary in Israel forever

	Ezekiel 39:21
	God’s glory to be seen by all nations.

	Ezekiel 39:25-29
	On their return Israel will know that God has brought them home

	Ezekiel chapters 40-48
	The Temple to be Rebuilt, [details tabulated below]

	Ezekiel 43:7
	Pre incarnate Jesus points out His Throne in Millennial Temple

	Ezekiel 44:1-3
	The E Gate which is closed not to reopen before the Messiah comes

	Ezekiel 47:8-9
	The redemption of nature results in Dead Sea becoming fresh.

	Ezekiel 47:8-9,12
	Mount of Olive’s river to flow to both Mediterranean and Dead Seas

	Ezekiel 48:35
	Jerusalem to be known as Jehovah Tsidkenu [the Lord our Righteousness] and Jehovah Shammah [the Lord is there].

	Ezekiel 48:35
	The earthly city to be 10 kilometres [6 miles] in circumference

	
	

	Daniel 2:44-45
	The Messiah returns to set up His kingdom which will be eternal

	Daniel 7:13-14
	The Lord Jesus Christ return at the 2nd Advent to rule over the world

	Daniel 7:17-18
	The saints of the Most High shall possess the kingdom eternally. 

	Daniel 7:21-22
	The Lord returns to judge 

	Daniel 7:27
	The Redeemed will reign with the Messiah

	Daniel 9:24-27
	The 70th week of Daniel ends with the setting up of the Millennium

	Daniel 12:11-12
	An interregnum of 75 days before the Millennial government  

	
	

	Hosea 1:10-11
	God uses the Millennium to fulfil His promises to the Jews

	Hosea 2:14-23
	Israel to once again be related to God through marriage.

	Hosea 2:18
	God established peace in the animal kingdom and between nations.

	Hosea 2:23
	The relationship with the Gentiles will be restored

	Hosea 3:5
	David to aid this rule as vice-regent.

	Hosea 6:1-3
	Israel will recognise the Messiah and be greatly blessed

	Hosea 14:4-7
	God will have a close protecting ministry to a prosperous Israel

	
	

	Joel 2:28-29
	Full ministry of the Holy Spirit

	Joel 3:16
	The Lord shall roar out of Zion and utter His voice from Jerusalem

	Joel 3:17
	I am the Lord your God dwelling in Zion my holy mountain

	Joel 3:18
	The Temple to be Rebuilt

	Joel 3:18
	Mount of Olives’ river to flow to both Mediterranean and Dead Seas

	Joel 3:18
	The original curse on creation to be removed [see Genesis 3:17-19]

	Joel 3:19
	Egypt will be a desolation and Edom a desolate wilderness

	Joel 3:20
	Judah shall dwell forever, and Jerusalem from generation to generation

	
	

	Amos 1:2
	The Lord shall roar out of Zion and utter His voice from Jerusalem

	Amos 9:13-15.
	The original curse on creation to be removed [see Genesis 3:17-19]

	Amos 9:14-15
	Israel to be Regathered

	
	

	Obadiah 17-21
	The Promised land to become greatly enlarged and changed.

	
	

	Micah 4:1
	Jerusalem will become the worship centre of the world.

	Micah 4:1-5
	God’s glory to be seen by all nations.

	Micah 5:7
	Israel to become God’s witnesses

	
	

	Nahum 1:15
	The Jewish people will enjoy perfect peace 

	
	

	Habakkuk 2:3
	God is faithful and will send the Messiah back at the appointed time

	Habakkuk 2:14
	God’s glory to be seen by all nations.

	Habakkuk 2:14
	Man’s knowledge about God to be greatly increased.

	
	

	Zephaniah 3:9.
	A unified language.

	Zephaniah 3:20
	Israel to become a prime nation and God’s witnesses

	
	

	Haggai 2:7-9
	The Temple to be Rebuilt

	
	

	Zechariah 
	

	Zechariah 2:5
	Solar and Lunar light to increase.

	Zechariah 6:12-13.
	The Temple to be Rebuilt

	Zechariah 8:3
	Israel to become God’s witnesses

	Zechariah 8:5
	Jerusalem will be filled with happy children playing.

	Zechariah 8:6-8
	Israel to be restored to the Land.

	Zechariah 8:22.
	A time of universal praying.

	Zechariah 9:10
	The King of the Jews will return to rule the whole earth. 

	Zechariah 9:11-12
	No social, political or religious oppression.

	Zechariah 12:10-12
	Israel to Recognise her Messiah

	Zechariah 13:20-21
	Universal holiness

	Zechariah 13:1
	Israel to be cleansed

	Zechariah 14:1-4
	The Lord will defeat all of Israel’s enemies at Jerusalem.

	Zechariah 14:4,8,10
	Mount of Olive’s river to flow to both Mediterranean and Dead Seas

	Zechariah 14:10.
	The city to occupy an elevated site

	
	

	Malachi 3:2-4
	The Lord will return and the Levites purged and their offering is good

	
	

	Matthew 4:17
	Repent for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand

	Matthew 6:10
	Thy will be done on earth as it is done in heaven [the Millennium]

	Matthew 24:31
	Israel to be gathered in by the Lord.

	
	

	Luke 1:32
	Mary is told Jesus would be given the throne of his father David. 

	
	

	Acts 2:29-30
	David is dead and still in his tomb, Christ is to sit on David’s throne.

	
	

	Romans 8:19-22
	Creation which has been destroyed is refurbished at 2nd Advent.

	
	

	
	

	1 Corinthians 15:25-25
	The Lord will reign until all enemies have been subjected.

	
	

	I Timothy 6:14-15
	When Christ returns He will show Himself as the only potentate.

	
	

	Revelation 1:7.
	Israel to Recognise her Messiah

	Revelation 20
	The Millennial of the Lord Jesus Christ [details see below]


REVELATION 20

Continuing with our study in the Book of the Revelation Chapter twenty can be divided into four sections

[A]
THE BINDING OF SATAN.  VERSES. 1-3
1  And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 2  And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 3  And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season.

There will be no Satanic deception in the Millennium. 

Satan is chained in the Abyss. The chain is probably one of darkness Jude 6 "And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own  habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day"., 2 Peter 2:4 "For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment"
This demonstrates that Satan is not all powerful. We are in the hand of almighty God  John 10:22-30. We need to stay in fellowship with the Holy Spirit so that Satan cannot attack us.

The angel who could be Archangel Michael, as in Jude 9 he fought Satan over the body of Moses violently seizes Satan and puts him on death row.

FOUR TITLES OF SATAN - V 2

[a] The dragon in Revelation 12:3-4 in relation to his revolt against God in eternity past and his great intellect cf.  Isaiah. 14:12-14; Ezekiel  28:12-19. 

[b] The serpent relates him to the temptation in the garden where he appeared as “nachash” the bright shining one in Genesis 3:1-7. 

[c] The devil means "slanderer" or "accuser" and this is his practice against God and the saints cf.  Job 1:6-12; 2:1-6; Revelation 12:10.  

[d] Satan means "adversary" and shows his opposition to all that is of God.

Satan's mission is to deceive. The Greek word for this is "planao" is in the aorist active subjunctive. Active voice - Satan does the deceiving. Aorist tense means that he does it at various points of time. Subjunctive mood the success of the deceit is only potential. 

If your country has very good laws it is possible that Satan may not deceive your nation.

Satan is always trying to set up internationalism attempting to set up a Millennium without God cf Communism. He attacks Free Will, Marriage, Family and Nations. His aim is to obscure the grace of God.

The blessings on nations who apply bible truths is shown in the revival of the Assyrian empire under the ministry of Jonah, the prosperity of the Roman Empire between 96 and 192 AD, the rise of Britain in the 19th century and of America in the 20th century. 
The decline of nations can also be seen as they depart from these principles towards Satanic concepts and idolatry such as the Spanish Empire and Nazi Germany.

When Satan is loosed at the end, man will have experienced all that God's power and grace can provide on earth. However mankind without regenerating faith will still revolt against God proving the depravity of natural man beyond the shadow of a doubt. Revelation 20:7-9
[B] 
THE FIRST RESURRECTION AND THE SECOND DEATH.  VERSES. 4-6

4  And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5  But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 6  Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.

The rest of the chapter deals with the resurrections to commendation and to condemnation.

It begins with a statement regarding the first resurrection to commendation in verse 4 followed by a similar statement in verse 5 regarding the second resurrection which is to condemnation.  

In verses 5b and 6 the first resurrection is amplified while the second resurrection is expanded upon in verses 11 to 15. 

Those sitting on the thrones in verse 4 are believers who are already in a resurrection body..

Church Age believers are promised authority over the nations Revelation. 2:26-27 and are placed on Christ's throne Revelation 3:21.  

Since the judgment of the Gentile nations Christ spoke of in Matthew 25:31-46 occurs before the Millennium, this must be the "judgment given to them."

We also have the resurrection of Tribulation saints. 

I Corinthians 15:23-24 clearly teaches that the "first resurrection", the resurrection of the saints, occurs in different "orders." 

[a] Christ is the first fruits from the dead, then 

[b] Church Age believers at the Rapture, followed by 

[c] Old Testament and Tribulational saints at the Second Advent 

[d] Millennial saints at the end of the Millennium

Notice again the basis of victory for these Tribulation martyrs Revelation 7:14-17 cf. 12:11. These people were beheaded because of witnessing and the Word of God and had not joined the world system of the Beast.  They will live and reign with Christ in the 1000 year Millennium.

As believers we are immensely rich in Christ. We share his destiny as we are in union with him. 

The unbeliever has relationship with other human beings through the soul. He cannot have relationship with God the Father unless he is born again. 

The "rest of the dead" in verse 5 refer to the unbelievers of all human history from Cain onwards who will be raised for eternal judgment at the Great White Throne judgement after the Millennium Revelation 20:12. 

The phrase “This is the first resurrection” should be in verse 6 rather than at the end of verse 5. It is an example where the verse breaks which were introduced to assist in the mechanical printing system are shown not to be inspired. Another example would be 1 John 2:1-2 which should be the last two verses of 1 John 1. Generally however the chapter and verse breaks are correct.

The "first resurrection" is the "resurrection of the just" mentioned in Daniel 12:2; John. 5:29 and Acts 24:15. 

Those included are "blessed," that is, joyous and happy and "holy" or sanctified by faith in Christ. They have overcome the second death 1 John. 5:4-5. Thus the Millennial earth will begin with believers only in physical bodies under the rule and priesthood of glorified saints of past ages. This is the fifth blessing in the book of the Revelation.

The blessings of the book of the Revelation show that it does not matter how rough things get there is always blessing for the believer. 
There will be people that survive and will have inner happiness. Irrespective of where you are or your circumstances it is possible for the believer to have inner happiness and confidence.

SANCTIFICATION [see full topic at chapter 10 page 138]
1. Definition:- Sanctification means holy or set apart unto God.

2. There are three stages of sanctification corresponding to the three stages in the Christian life.

 (a)
Salvation - Positional Sanctification - The believer is eternally sanctified through Christ's death. (Hebrews 10:10) They became Saints at the instant of belief. (Philippians 1:1, Hebrews 3:1)
 (b)
Christian Walk - Experiential Sanctification - The believer when controlled by the Holy Spirit produces the character of Christ in his life and is therefore sanctified. (Galatians 5:16, Romans 8:4). This also is portrayed by yieldedness. (Romans 12:1). When controlled by the Old Sin Nature, however the believer is positionally sanctified but experientially carnal.

(c)
Heaven - Ultimate Sanctification - (1 John 3:2) - Here the believer loses his sinful nature, receives a resurrection body and is eternally in a sanctified condition.

[C] 
SATAN'S FINAL REBELLION.  VERSES. 7-10

7  And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 8  And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog, and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 9  And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. 10  And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.

At the end of the thousand years, Satan will be released from his prison. He will lead his final revolt against God. Revelation 20:3 told us "he must be released." This necessity is the result of divine justice as the foundation of God's plan. The inhabitants of the Millennial earth will live under the visible rule of Jesus Christ with the glorified saints as witness to the end of God's grace. 

Even in the Millennium man in their physical human bodies still have sin natures and must have their free will exercised and tested. Many will outwardly profess faith even as they do today. The release of Satan will prove that they are unregenerate and therefore remain in hostility toward God. The astounding thing is that after so much visible evidence of the perfection of God's plan and power that they will number an immense multitude.

Satan is not loosed until the plan for the Millennium is completed as far as God is concerned. As soon as His plan for the thousand years is over Satan is released to lead the final rebellion against God. This is the second advent of Satan. In both cases he came into perfect environment and destroyed it. 
He promises a perfect system but destroys it. The end of history will be the same as in the beginning where Satan is shown not to be able to solve man’s problems and that the only solution to those problems is regeneration. There is no collective solution to man’s problems, it is a personal one.

In verse 8 we note that even under perfect environment the world is ruled by the Lord Jesus Christ in nations. The Lord does not set up an international system. We see also that after a thousand years Satan returns again to his old habits of deception. Satan here is able to deceive the nations after one thousand years of perfect environment.

Here we have Gog and Magog in contrast to Gog of Magog in Ezekiel 38. The number of people involved is innumerable.

	REVELATION 20
	EZEKIEL 38

	Gog and Magog
	Gog of Magog

	This has a personal connotation
	This has a geographical connotation

	Gog and Magog is a group of people in revolt.
	The King of the North is Gog of Magog 

	This is post Millennial
	This is pre Millennial.

	Gog and Magog are killed by fire.
	Gog of Magog killed by the sword.


The fact of this last major battle represents the presence of weapons which is amazing since there have been no weapons for a thousand years as in the Millennium man shall learn war no more. The whole world has enjoyed a thousand years of perfect environment and peace. However the unbeliever cannot enjoy perfect environment. The answer to the happiness of your life does not rely on your environment it relies on your relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

If Satan can get people to follow him after a thousand years of perfect environment what can he do nowadays. We need to be aware of the strategies of Satan. Satan is controlled by God so that he cannot escape for a thousand years but on release he appears to act as if God has no power. 

The Greek word translated “to compass” in verse 9 means to encircle. Millions of people come to Jerusalem and encircle the city in an attempt to conquer it. However fire comes down from heaven and consumes them. Somehow, in a world where swords have been beaten into ploughshares Isaiah 2:4, Micah. 4:3, this rebellious company will fashion weapons and mobilise an assault upon Jerusalem. The battle will be over in a flash of fire from heaven. There is no longer a need for God to permit the conflict to continue. The demonstration of the hostility of unregenerate men and Satan is finally completed.

God is in control and will not only eliminate the opposition in this case by fire but also removes Satan for the last time from the earth. Here violence is met by violence and is a replay of what occurred a thousand years previously. God keeps his word to the Jews and keeps his word to us as well.

THE PROMISED LAND
1. The only land given by God to a nation (Genesis 13:14-17).
2. It is Jehovah's land (Hosea 9:3).
3. (t is Israel's inheritance (Psalm 105:9-12; Isaiah 60:21
4. The Jews were removed from the land because of their sin (Jeremiah 9:11-16).

5. It will become fruitful again when the Jews return (Ezekiel 36:8-12).
6. The desert will blossom like a rose (Isaiah 35:1,2).

7. When Christ returns with His saints (1 Thessalonians 3:13):
 (a)
an earthquake will level the hills (Zechariah 14:3,4,10);
 (b)
He will stand on the Mount of Olives (Zechariah 14:4);
 (c)
Jerusalem will be made a mountain (Isaiah 66:20);
 (d)
the Mediterranean and Dead Seas will be joined (Zechariah 14:8; Ezekiel 47:1-12);
 (e)
Jerusalem will become a port (Zechariah 14:8);
 (f)
Cities will be rebuilt (Isaiah 61:4);
 (g)
Population will increase (Ezekiel 36:38);

 (h)
Jesus will rule from Jerusalem (Zechariah 8:22; Isaiah 2:3-4).

8.
The land of Palestine will at long last become the land of the Jews at the Second Advent.

UNFULFILLED PROPHECY IN ISAIAH

There are eight prophecies in Isaiah yet to be fulfilled.

1.
Day of the Lord. (2:10-22, 4:1, 13:9-13, 24:1-23, 32:1-20, 63:1-6)
2.
Blessing on a Jewish remnant from the Great Tribulation. (12:1-6, 25:1-12, 26:1-19, 33:24, 35:10, 43:25)
3.
Restoration of Israel to Palestine in the Millennium. (11:10-12, 14:1-2, 27:12-13)
4.
Israel to become the leader of nations. (2:1-5, 4:2-6, 11:4-16)
5.
Palestine restored. (11:10-12, 14:1-2, 27:12-13)
6.
Jerusalem as capital city of the world. (2:1-5, 4:2-6, 59:20-21)
7.
Blessings on all nations. (11:3-4, 9-10, 25:6-9, 60:1-12)
8.
Entire creation blessed. (65:17, 66:22)
In verse 10 Satan is immediately cast into the Lake of Fire to join his fellow conspirators, the beast (Antichrist) and false prophet, forever. They will very quickly be joined by others. 

Brimstone indicates that chemical activity occurs to perpetuate the lake of fire. This is a literal fire where the beast and the false prophet are. 

They shall be tormented for ever day and night without rest. There is no cessation of the Lake of Fire. The unbelievers are in everlasting torment for all eternity. The Lake of Fire was formed for Satan and his angels Matthew 25:41. The unbeliever shares the Lake of Fire with them because he did not believe the Lord and thus continued to be a subject of the prince of this world. Many of these people are very self righteous and religious such as the Pharisees, a group of whom the Lord called children of the Devil.

This terminates the satanic attack on the plan of God with Satan and his plan totally ruined

SATANIC ATTACK ON THE PLAN OF GOD [see page 106] 

[D] 
THE GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGMENT.  VERSES. 11-15

11  And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 12  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 13  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 14  And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

Human history now reaches its conclusion so far as man's eternal destiny is concerned. The consequence of death is judgment Romans. 5:12; Hebrews. 9:27, and for this reason eternal judgment is called "the second death." It is from this that we are delivered by the second birth by regeneration in Christ. If you are born twice you die once but if you are born only once you die twice, physically and the second death.

In verse 11 we have a Great White Throne. White is the colour of perfect righteousness. He who sits on it is the Lord Jesus Christ to whom all judgment is given. John 5:22-27 

The phrase “Earth and heaven fled away” is the destruction of the universe at the end of history. 2 Peter 3:7,10-12. This old universe makes way for a new one which is created for eternity. Now the "small and the great" stand before an impartial holy and all knowing God Romans. 2:11. 

God is everywhere. There is no place that you can escape the omnipresent God. This can be of great comfort to the believer but is a sense of frustration and terror to the unbeliever. Hebrews 12:25-27

JUDGMENT  - THE LAST JUDGMENT

1. The judgment of the Great White Throne is the last judgment. (Revelation 20:11, 15)
2. Only the unsaved are judged at the last judgment as there is no judgment for Christians. (Romans 8:1)
3. The last judgment occurs at the end of the Millennium. (Revelation 20:7-15)
4. The unsaved are judged according to their works from the Books of Works (Revelation 20:12)
5. The judgment is to show that the Human works of man cannot satisfy the justice of God. God is totally fair and shows that he is only satisfied by "The Good Work". The death of Christ on the Cross.

6. Having shown the unsaved they have failed to satisfy the holiness of God, the condemned are cast into the Lake of Fire. (Revelation 20:15)
Verse 12 introduces the resurrection of damnation. They stand in the presence of God. They will be given absolute justice based on the record of the books of the heavenly court. On the one hand we have the Book of Life containing the names of all who have believed in Jesus Christ.  

Obviously they are not found recorded here, the reason being their own refusal to trust in Christ as their Saviour. Therefore, having rejected the righteousness of God offered in Jesus Christ, they must stand on their own righteousness. 

Their sins are not mentioned. All their sins were paid for by Christ Romans. 5:16-18; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 2 Peter. 2:1; 1 John. 2:2  Because of this sacrifice God has never imputed to them their own sins 2 Corinthians 5:19.

Another book is a book of a similar kind “allos” The word translated “according to” is the preposition “kata” which means according to a standard and that standard is the absolute standard of God. The only issue is this are you, in your own righteousness and merits, worthy of heaven? The answer as anticipated by Isaiah 64:6 is negative.  

The two most striking things in this passage are that men are judged on their good works without reference to sins and that the ultimate issue is their rejection of Christ resulting in self-exclusion from the Book of Life. 

By the time you get to eternity the Book of Life will contain only the name of every person who has accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. All human sin was judged at the cross with the exception of unbelief. We are reminded that not by works of righteousness that we have done but according to his mercy he saved us.- Titus 3:5
The concept of the sea in verse 13 may well relate to the fact that in the ancient world the abode of fallen spirits was protected by sea gates. Job 38:8. The only work that is satisfactory to God is the perfect work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross. 
Judged is in the aorist passive indicative, the aorist tense indicates a point of time, the passive voice they receive judgment and the indicative mood is the reality of it.

Death and Hades are cast into the lake of fire in verse 14."Cast" is in the aorist tense which means that at a point of time this occurs, it is divorced from time and perpetuated forever. 
The second death is eternal separation from God. Literally therefore it says "this the second death" which gives great emphasis to this sentence in the Greek. Only unbelievers are in Hades at this time because of the transfer of the believers to heaven after the victory of the cross.

Verse 15 indicates that there is a genuine existence for unbelievers after physical death. At this point we are told that each will acknowledge the justice of their own sentence to eternal fire, as well as bow humbly and confess the glory of Jesus Christ Romans. 14:11; Philippians 2:10-11.

Therefore it is true that God does not condemn men to hell; they condemn themselves. In every one of them will be the knowledge of God's fairness and of the freedom of the gift of eternal life in Christ. In this sense everyone in hell will be a believer; they just believed too late An understanding of the lake of fire is essential in understanding judgment and salvation.

THE UNBELIEVER

1. God is Holy and cannot compromise with sin or evil. (Psalm 22:1-3, John 1:5)
2. Sin is solved at the Cross for all. (1 John 2:2)
3. The way is therefore open to all who will believe. (John 3:16,36, Acts 16:31)

4. Those who reject Christ are without hope, promise and God in the world. (Ephesians 2:12, Romans 5:14,17, 6:23)

5. We are born dead to God. (Psalm 51:5)
6. It is only through Christ that we can be born again. (John 14:6)
7. The unbeliever spurns this grace offer and the Lord who died for him. (Hebrews 2:1-4)
8. God is Love, but when love is spurned, that person has chosen darkness rather than light. They are therefore judged on the basis of their works as they have rejected the Lord's work for them. (John 3:16-21, Revelation 20:11-15)
9. The first stop for the unbeliever after death is Torments in Hades or Sheol. This is a place of regret, torment and anguish. It is also called the bottomless pit. (Revelation 9:2)
10. Their ultimate state is the Lake of Fire after they have been judicially sentenced to it by the Lord Jesus Christ at the Last Judgment where they are judged according to their works. (Revelation 14:11, 20:11-15, Matthew 8:12, 25:41, Mark 9:44, Jude 13)
CONCLUSION

Eternal Life exists only in Christ. To have life you must receive the Life Himself (John. 1:4, 14:6; 1 John. 5:11-12).  If you reject Him, you actually condemn yourself to eternity in the Lake of Fire. The decision is your own; what will you do with Jesus Christ?

[J] ETERNITY FUTURE

The main area in Scripture that talks about eternity are the last two chapters in the Bible Revelation 21 and 22 

Chapter 21 can be divided into four sections 

[A]
Three New Things In Heaven.  21:1-2

[B]
Three Perfect Things In Heaven.  21:3-5

[C]
The Inheritance Of Eternity. (Verse. 6-8)

[D]
The New Jerusalem  - Verses. 9-27
INTRODUCTION

In these final two chapters we have the conclusion of the book with the anticipation of eternal conditions.  No doubt the infinite joys and blessings of heaven are beyond the grasp of our present finite minds.  Future anticipation, like prophecy, always involves unknown factors for the simple reason that we have no means for fully understanding these things. Eternity is impossible to understand and explain in human language. It is therefore described in terms of precious gems which has great beauty.

THREE NEW THINGS IN HEAVEN.  21:1-2

1  And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 2  And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

We should first recognise that in the original language two words are translated "new." First we have “neos”, which means new in time, recently made.  This is not the word used here. Instead we have the word “kainos”, meaning renewed or renovated.  The concept is that while the present creation is cleansed by fire 2 Peter. 3:7-12, God brings out of it new conditions. This is in also Paul's teaching of Romans 8:18-23. 

“Kainos”  therefore means new in quality, or new in character rather than in substance. The very same term is used of the unregenerate believer  becomes a "new creation" (I Corinthians, 5:11) in a term which does not lose the personal identity but transforms it.  So in the final change of the physical universe it does not lose its identity but will pass away as to its outward and recognisable form and be renewed in a fresh and more glorious one" (cf. Revelation  20:11).
The new heaven in verse 1 gives us some idea of the drastic effects of the rebellion of Satan and the fall of man. Our sins have indeed reached as high as the heavens. This does not, however, refer to the third heaven, the abode of God. This is rather the atmosphere and universe of creation. There is also a new earth.  Peter tells us "the earth and it's works will be burned up" 2 Peter. 3:10.  The word he uses is “luo”, which literally means "release, set free." So the world is renovated and set free of the works and ravages of evil.

There was no more sea. The sea that is now so essential to animal and vegetable life on earth is not needed in God's eternity. He is not only the source of life as He ever was and is, but is then the direct sustainer of it. The universe in which we now live is going to be completely destroyed. 

There are three earths mentioned  in the Bible, the original earth Genesis 1:1,2 Peter 3:5,  the restored earth, Genesis 1:3. 2 Peter 3:7 and the new earth Revelation 21:1 and 2 Peter 3:13. The inhabitants of the new earth will be the Old Testament saints and the regenerate of Israel. 

What God can do with our present universe, in preparation for His eternal Kingdom, can only be guessed at. Yet perhaps we have a suggestion in the nature of the resurrection body of the saved where corruptible matter by the power of the Holy Spirit made glorious, powerful and imperishable (I Corinthians. 15:42-44). 
Whatever else this phrase "and there was no more sea" may mean, it seems to indicate the end of the old order (Exodus 20:11; Ezekiel 48:28). As understood literally it also indicates a complete change in climatic conditions.

The third new thing is in verse 2, it is the New Jerusalem. The heavenly Jerusalem is the eternal home of the saints that Jesus said He would prepare John. 14:1-3. Here the city is compared to a bride and is actually called "The bride, the wife of the Lamb" in verse 9. It is interesting that in John’s day contemporary coins called Jerusalem the “holy city”

The Greek word “apo” translated “from” shows that the New Jerusalem comes from the ultimate source of God whilst “hetiomazo”, the word translated "prepared" is in the perfect tense which means that it was prepared in the past with a result that it continues for ever. Our provision is prepared for us before we need it and comes direct from God.

ETERNITY FUTURE

In eternity future

a) God reveals to us exceeding riches of His grace (Ephesians 2:7).
b) God brings many sons into glory (Hebrews 2:10).

c) Believers enjoy an inheritance. (1 Peter 1:4)
d) It is God's purpose for the church to know the manifold wisdom of God. (Ephesians 3:10).

e) All former things pass away. There will be no more death, sorrow, pain, crying, sea, night or sun. (Revelation 21:1-5,23).
f) The curse will be lifted. (Revelation 22:3).

g) All things in heaven and earth will be gathered in Him. (Ephesians 1:10).
h) the present creation will be forgotten (Isaiah 65:17).
i) a river of water of life will run (Revelation 22:1).
j) the tree of life will be seen again. (Revelation 22:2).

k) The Son of God will rule eternally. (Daniel 2:44; 7:13,14)
l) He will still be subject to the Father. (John 10:29; 1 Corinthians 15:28).

m) the lake of fire will continue forever (Isaiah 66:24; Revelation 14:11).

THE BRIDE

1. The Body of Christ is being formed on the earth during the Church Age. (Ephesians 1:22, 23, 2:16, 4:4,5, 5:23, Colossians 1:18, 1:24, 2:19).

2. When the body is completed the Rapture occurs. (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18, 1 Corinthians 15:51-7. Compared with Revelation 19:6-8, Zechariah 13:2 and 1 Thessalonians 3:13)
3. During the tribulation on earth the bride is being dressed in heaven.

(a) For ultimate sanctification - the resurrection body. (1 Corinthians 15:51-7, Philippians 3:2 1, 1 John 3:1,2).
(b) The bride is prepared by being cleansed from all human good. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)
(c) The bride no longer possesses an old sin nature.

4. The bride returns at the second advent. (1 Thessalonians 3:13)
5.  Upon the return of the bride and groom judgement occurs. (Psalm 110:1)
(a) Disarming of demons (Colossians 2:15)
(b) Satan is imprisoned for 1,000 years. (Revelation 20:1-3)
(c) Jesus Christ casts demons into prison Zechariah 13:2, Colossians 2:15, 1 Corinthians 15:24,25)
6. Coronation of the Groom, Jesus Christ is Crowned King of the World. (Revelation 19:6)
7. Wedding Supper of the Lamb. (Revelation 19:7-9)
(a) Marriage occurred in heaven, supper to take place on earth. (Matthew 25:1-13)
(b) Wedding supper described in detail (Revelation 19:6-9)
(c) Four categories involved in this supper:-

(i) The Groom - Jesus Christ.

(ii) The Friends of the Groom - Old Testament Saints (John 3:29)
(iii) The Bride - Church Age Believers.

(iv) The Friends of the Bride - Tribulation believers, i.e. those who have known the Bride and become believers. (Matthew 25:1-13)
FUNCTIONS OF THE HOLY CITY

The holy city has three functions

[a] It will be the personal residence of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is of interest that on the basis of land formations Jerusalem is the most efficient city on earth as far as a cumulative minimum distance to the rest of the earth is concerned.

[b] It fulfils the promise to Abraham as it is a city that is provided in grace.

[c] This is the headquarters of the universe for eternity Hebrews 11:9-10 
THREE PERFECT THINGS IN HEAVEN.  21:3-5

3  And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 4  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 5  And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.

The three perfect things are 

Perfect fellowship - verse 3, 

Perfect happiness - verse 4 

Perpetual newness - verse 5

PERFECT FELLOWSHIP

Perfect Fellowship is demonstrated in verse 3. Jesus came to bring us into restored fellowship with God. John writes so that we might have this fellowship and its accompanying joy 1 John. 1:1-4. Yet in this world our fellowship is of a spiritual, inner, invisible nature. In Heaven God will dwell in our midst. The Greek word for "dwell" is “skenoo”, which means literally "to tabernacle or be in the same tent as us."

 This word ''dwell" is used of Jesus in John. 1:14.  He "tabernacled among us." In Him was the Shekinah glory of God in our midst. Therefore "Emmanuel" or “God with us” as stated in Matthew. 1:23 will be a final physical and eternal reality,  

It is noted in this verse that the use of the word “He” indicates that it is a person, the Lord Jesus Christ, and not it, a literal Tabernacle or God's Tent.

The Tabernacle of God is a complete Christology in the Old Testament. This refers to Jesus Christ himself. Jesus Christ will be in His glory in eternity. Jesus Christ dwelt with Israel in the form of the Shekinah glory.  

The glory of man comes from the light being absorbed or reflected but in the dark there is no glamour. If however you have light within you will be perpetually glamorous. 

TABERNACLE

1. The Tabernacle was set up as the basic system of worship in Israel and was a part of the spiritual code of the Mosaic law portraying the person of Christ, the unique High Priest, the unique person, the unique Saviour.

a) The tabernacle also speaks of the human body as a tent or temporary storage place for the soul.

b) The tabernacle also portrays God's dwelling place and portrays God's dwelling with man in grace.

c) The tabernacle is also the place where man meets God and as the tabernacle represents the Lord Jesus Christ this shows that God meets people at the cross.

d) Only the priest was able to enter the tabernacle and only the believer today has fellowship with God.

e) The tabernacle was given in fine detail and shows that God plans things down to the finest detail.

f) The tabernacle was divided into two parts - the outer area which represented the earth and the inner which represented God's domain.

g) The inner area was divided into two, the holy place in which the Levitical priests functioned, the Holy of Holies in which the high priest functioned once a year. The holy place represents heaven, the Holy of Holies representing the throne room of God where our High Priest Jesus Christ constantly intercedes for us.

2. The Tabernacle was located in the centre of the camp. All around the tabernacle were the tribes of Israel, three to each cardinal compass point.

Principle:  Everybody starts on the outside, only those who enter the tabernacle (i.e. are born again) have fellowship with God.

3. The specifications which start in Exodus 25 commence with the Holy of Holies. This is to show that salvation starts with God and not man. All blessing comes from God.

4. The tabernacle is a perfect rectangle 100 cubits by 50 cubits, 175 feet long, 871/2 feet wide and 8'9" high. It was always that way and never changed - God is unchangeable. (Exodus 27:9-15)
5. The side of the tabernacle was supported by 60 brass pillars on the outer court, 60 brass sockets. Brass judgment, Pillars - cross. On the top of the pillars was a silver socket. Silver - redemption. Twenty on the north and south side and 10 on the east and west sides. (Exodus 27:9-15)
6. The outside of the tabernacle was of fine white linen - representing the righteousness of God. (Exodus 27:9)
7. There was one door into the tabernacle - there is only one way to God - through Christ. The door was blue in colour and 35' wide. Once you had passed through the door you were inside the tabernacle representing imputed righteousness. The large width meant that all could pass through, the material was very fine showing that minimal faith was needed to enter in. (i.e. weak people could push the material aside). There were four layers of material. In order they were blue, purple, scarlet, white:- blue - deity of Christ, purple - Kingship of Christ, red - redemptive work of Christ, white - total righteousness of Christ. Thus by the time you had fully passed through the door the white righteousness of Christ encompassed you completely. (Exodus 26:36)

8. The pillars supporting the doors were of acacia wood overlaid with gold - the unique person of Christ. 5 pillars:  5 = grace, gold- deity, wood - humanity. (Exodus 26:37)

9. The floor of the tabernacle weighed 6 1/2 tonne.

10. The roof had four layers:(Exodus 26:1-14)
(a) Outer:  Badger skin – Humanity, Ram's wool dyed red – Redemption, White Goat's hair - Sinlessness

(b) Inner:  Fine linen - Righteousness

11. There were seven articles of furniture in the tabernacle:

a) The brazen altar outside the door.

b) The brazen laver near the door.

c) The table of shewbread.

d) The golden lampstand.

e) The golden altar near the veil.

f) The mercy seat.

g) The ark of the covenant.

The veil was between the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies; the golden altar was associated with the Holy of Holies.

12. THE BRAZEN ALTAR (Exodus 27:1-8)
This was situated adjacent to the entrance into the tabernacle. Brass represents judgment. You could not enter into the Holy Place unless you had sacrificed on the brazen altar. Fire burnt the sacrifice. The fire representing judgment.

Application:  You cannot enter the plan of God unless you have trusted in Christ at the cross.

13. THE BRAZEN LAVER (Exodus 30:17-21)
The brass bowl filled with water. This was also situated outside the tabernacle. Prior to entering the tabernacle the priest washed his hands representing confession of sin. Brass - sins judged on the cross. Water - cleansing.

Application:  Before we can have fellowship with God we have to confess our sins. In the Church Age we are all priests, we have to confess our sins before we fellowship. Our brazen laver is 1 John 1:9
14. TABLE OF SHEWBREAD (Exodus 25:23-30)
This was in the Holy Place, constructed of acacia wood overlaid with gold. Laying on top of the table was the shewbread, 12 loaves, one for each of the tribes except Levi. The loaves were made of fine flour without leaven baked with frankincense and baked in fire. Bread - fellowship, Fine flour - righteousness of Christ. No leaven - no sin. Frankincense - propitiation. Fire - judgment. The priests ate the loaves after they had been exhibited for 1 week. Eating represents intake of Bible doctrine. Each loaf was placed under a crown showing the Lord Jesus Christ is the King of Israel. No leper priest allowed to eat, neither a stranger.

15. THE GOLD CANDLESTICK (Exodus 25:31-40)
This was also in the Holy Place constructed of gold - the candlestick represents Christ as the light of the world. There were seven candlesticks with a central stick, the other six branching off the central stick, three on either side. Six is man's number, seven is God's number - the perfect number.

Analogy - Man is made perfect in Christ.

The candlestick was the only light in the Holy Place. The fuel in the candlestick was oil. Oil represents the Holy Spirit. Oil in the centre stick represents Christ being empowered and relying on the Holy Spirit during his incarnation. Oil in the other lamps shows the Christian way of life walking in the Spirit. (Galatians 4:19, 5:22, 23) The six candlesticks branching off the central stick represents the Christian in union with Christ and fellowship between Christians.

The candlestick weighed 48 lbs. (21 kg) and was beaten out of one piece of gold. It was very valuable and shows the preciousness of Christ. The candlestick was fashioned by beating and represents Christ suffering for the sins of the world. On the top of the centre candlestick they had knops or pomegranates representing the eternal life and perfection of Christ. There were also almond buds opening up representing Christ being the fount of all life.

Flowers occurred on all seven candlesticks. The flowers represent the beauty of the character of Christ which we produce when we are filled with the Spirit. Each lamp had a wick which drew the oil up through the lamps. The wick has to be soaked in oil before it burns otherwise it emits smoke. Light represents divine good or production. Smoke - human good or production.

Application:  If the believer is empowered by the Holy Spirit he produces works which are noticeably different from the unbeliever. The burnt wick represents work for the Lord Jesus Christ. The priest used to collect the burnt wick and put it in a snuff box. God remembers our works for Him. (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)
An alternate interpretation of the candlestick likens the seven stems as the seven spirits of God as found in (Isaiah 11:2, Revelation 1:4). The spirit of the Lord, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.

16. THE GOLDEN ALTAR OF INCENSE (Exodus 30:1 -10)
This is located just outside the Holy of Holies and represents intercessory prayer. The altar was made of gold overlaying wood and was in the form of a crown. The priest would go to the brazen altar, pick up coals, pass through the holy place and place the coals into the crown. Incense was then sprinkled onto the coals and the fumes coming up from the incense represented prayer to God. By taking coals from the brazen altar it showed that the basis for effective prayer is the death of Christ. The unbeliever cannot pray effectively except for accepting Christ as Saviour. The only person who could obtain the coals was a priest representing a believer.

The crown is also significant. The cross must come before the crown, the crown also speaking of Christ the King priest after the order of Melchizedek. Fire spoke of judgment, the judgment of the cross being the basis for effective prayer. The Incense which was put on the altar contained four ingredients which speak of the work of Christ.

a) Stukti - liquid from a gum tree representing the Father who is the recipient of prayer.

b) Onoika - a ground-up shell (representing judgment). The burnt shell gave off a perfume (propitiation).

c) Galbanin - the fat of a plant showing prosperity and representing the resurrection of Christ.

d) Frankincense - a white gum used in crowning kings - representing the session of Christ.

17. THE ARK OF THE COVENANT AND MERCY SEAT (Exodus 25:10-22)
Located in the Holy of Holies, the mercy seat was of gold. Over the seat were two golden cherubs which covered the mercy seat with their wings and looked down at the top of the mercy seat. In a box under the mercy seat were three objects representing sin, the tables of the law representing transgression against moral laws, the pot of manna showing rejection of provision and Aaron's rod that budded showing rejection of authority. This was the ark of the covenant. 
Once a year on the feast of the atonement, blood from a sacrifice at the brazen altar was brought into the Holy of Holies and sprinkled on the mercy seat. The blood from the brazen altar represents the death of Christ. 
The cherubs, one representing the righteousness of God, the other the Justice of God look down, see the blood and are satisfied. The sin of the human race is removed by the death of Christ.

PERFECT HAPPINESS

Verse 4 is a very encouraging verse. Here we have perfect happiness. By cleansing things by fire, God will institute perfect and perpetual happiness. Each of these relates to an area of present life where happiness is limited or destroyed.

The Greek word “dakru” meaning "a tear" shows that God will wipe away each and every tear. Tears speak of pain, emotion, sorrow and unhappiness. Death removes loved ones and often brings fear to those who remain. 

Mourning speaks of the inner agony of which crying is the expression. Of course pain can be physical, mental, or emotional. These are the things which limit happiness in time. 

The Greek word for "passed away" is in the aorist tense which means that they are removed at that point in time and forever. 

It is only in the eternal state that the effects of sin, physical and moral are completely removed. It is only on this earth that God can show His love and provision in the believer's life through testing and trials.

DESTINY OF BELIEVERS

1. He who believes in Jesus Christ has eternal life now (1 John 5:11-13).  He will never die (John 11:25,26, John 8:51)

2. Believers are said to "fall asleep" at their death (1 Thessalonians 4:14).  The soul departs to be consciously present with Christ, but the body "sleeps" in the grave until the resurrection (2 Corinthians 5:6-8)

3. When Christ comes at the Rapture, the bodies of those in Christ shall be raised from the dead (1 Thessalonians 4:16, 1 Corinthians 15:20-23)

4. Our physical bodies will be replaced by immortal bodies (2 Corinthians 5:1-4) - conformed to the body of Christ (Philippians 3:20-21)
5. We shall be like him (1 John 3:2) seeing His glory and reflecting it in ourselves (Colossians 3:4, John 17:22).

6. We will be rewarded because of works of faith (Luke 19:12-19) which will vary in proportion to our faithfulness in serving God (Matthew 6:20, 1 Corinthians 3:11-15)

7. In the Millennial Kingdom, we shall reign with Christ as priests of God and Christ (Revelation 20:6).

8. To the overcomer (1 John 5:4-5) Christ will give to eat of the tree of life (Revelation 2:7) and shall not be hurt by the second death - the lake of fire (Revelation 2:11). He will be given authority to rule over nations (Revelation 2.26-27). Jesus will acknowledge the believer before God (Revelation 3:4-5) and the believer will be made a pillar in the temple of God. (Revelation 3:12) and will be seated with Christ in His own throne. (Revelation 3:21)
9. God will wipe away all tears from his eyes; sorrow, crying, pain, and death shall be no more (Revelation 21:4)

10. We shall know all things perfectly (1 Corinthians 13:12)
11. We will receive an incorruptible inheritance. (1 Peter 1:3-5) kept by our all powerful God in heaven.

PERPETUAL NEWNESS

God now says in verse 5 that He is going to make all things new. "I am making all things new" is in the present tense, speaking of an ongoing process. How often the joy of some possession is dampened when the shine wears off--the newness is gone This will never happen in heaven.  As Paul says: "In the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ" Ephesians. 2:7. Or as David says, Psalm 16:11: "In Thy presence is fullness of joy; In Thy right hand there are pleasures forever."

God on the throne declares His will. The old order of things is not improved, nor in any sense imported into the eternal state, for such a condition demands a state of things in conformity with it. The word for "new" kainos means the same as it did in verse 1; that is, new in character. In the eternal state nothing will get old. "True and faithful" shows that God is guaranteeing the situation here. Everything is based on the absolute stability and character of God

THE BELIEVERS INHERITANCE OF ETERNITY. (Verses. 6-7)

6  And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 7  He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.

Three things are restored here.  The first two in verses 6-7 are given to believers. “It is done” means that it has come to pass. This is in the perfect tense showing that it will always exist. 

Christ is the "Alpha and Omega" Revelation 1:8. His promise to believers is the water of life. Eternity is an expression of God’s character. The believer thirsts at the point he becomes aware of God and also thirsts at the point of hearing the gospel. The water of life is gospel hearing. People go into eternity through faith in Christ. Thus, the first promise is made of an abundance of water to the one who is thirsty. It refers to the abundant character of eternal life and the blessings that flow from it. 

The inheritance of the saints is mentioned by Peter in 1 Peter 1:3-5.  This inheritance is amplified as we go on. This verse speaks of eternal relationships.  The overcomer of 1 John 5:4,5 inherits all things. This is the person who believes in the Lord Jesus Christ. In the previous verse we had the gospel, here we have the acceptance of the gospel. The relationship established in time will continue through to eternity.

The promises to the overcomer in chapters two and three had respect to special circumstances, and are in view of special rewards. But here the encouragement to persevere to the end in the general battle of life is greater; as the rewards are more full than those mentioned in the early chapters. Sonship, therefore, is an eternal relationship as the overcomer has God and God has the overcomer through the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ

FATHERHOOD OF GOD

1. The Father over creation - all beings get their life and very existence from God. (Ephesians 3:14, James 1:17)

2. The Father of Israel. - Exodus 4:22 - Israel is my son - this is my firstborn. God has a special relationship with Israel, 

3. Protecting and caring for the nation.  However, not all Jews are saved.

4. The Father of the Lord Jesus Christ - Ephesians 1:3.
a) This indicates the roles within the Trinity - the Father God in control, and the obedient Son Of God who obeyed the Father's plan and purpose.

b) It also shows the intimate relationship of love and dependence between the earthly Jesus and His true Father in heaven.

5. The Father of believers in the Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 8:15, Galatians 4:6-7)

a) Only in Christ do we become brothers. (Galatians 3:27-29) This is the result of the Holy Spirit who baptizes us into the body of Christ and makes us a new creation in Him. (1 Corinthians 12:13, Ephesians 4:5)
b) God is not the spiritual father of the unregenerate man, they are His creation but not His children. (John 14:6)  Before salvation we were sons of our sinful nature. (John 8:42-47, Ephesians 2:19)
THE FATE OF THE UNBELIEVER

Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

The Greek word "meros" translated “part” can be translated part or division which means that each unbeliever will have a personal section of fire. Therefore given to the unsaved is their "part" or lot of inheritance which is a section of the Lake of Fire This is called the second or eternal death or eternal separation from God. Notice that the characteristics of verse 8 are all qualified by the word "unbelieving." Eternal judgement is based on rejection of Jesus Christ John. 3:16-19.

CATEGORIES OF UNBELIEVERS

Six categories of unbeliever are given:-

[a] The abominable or polluted, these are the people seen in Revelation 17 and 18.

[b] Murderers are violent and lawless

[c] Whoremongers are pimps 

[d] Sorcerers are people under the influence of drugs and/or the occult.

[e] Idolaters refers to the facade of religion

[f] Liars are the deceitful unbelievers, the hypocrite.

Here the unbeliever is categorised as a coward. It should be translated but the coward, even the unbeliever. The unbeliever should be a coward when he thinks of the Lake of Fire. This is the unbeliever in eternity. Particular notice should be made to the text in that it does not say that anyone who has ever committed any of these sins will be excluded, but people whose lives are characterised in these ways. There is a difference, for instance, in ever telling a lie and being a liar as a habit of one's life. No true believer could be categorised by this list of sins.

NOT OF THIS WORLD

1. The believer has a different position. (1 Corinthians 15:22). In Adam all die but in Christ shall all be made alive.

2. The believer has a different birth. (John 3:5-7, Titus 3:5). Natural generation versus regeneration. All are born into the world. Believers only are born again. This places one outside the framework of the devil's world.

3. The believer has a different service. The unbeliever serves his father the devil. (John 8:44) The believer serves Christ. (John 13:16, 15:20)
4. The believer has a different purpose. (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20, Romans 15:6). The unbeliever in the world system is seeking some form of self gratification. Believer is under the form of God glorification.

5. The believer has a different power. (Galatians 5:16). The energy of the flesh is versus the power of the Spirit. The satanic doctrine is versus the power of the Word of God.

6. Different way of life. (Ephesians 4:22, 2:13). The world's way of life is religion and legalism. The Christian way of life is supernatural.

7. A difference in destiny. (John 3:36, 3:18). The World is headed for the lake of fire prepared for the devil and his angels. The believer is headed for heaven.

THE NEW JERUSALEM AMPLIFIED - VERSES. 9-27

9  And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. 10  And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 11  Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal; 12  And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: 13  On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west three gates. 14  And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 15  And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof. 16  And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and the height of it are equal. 17  And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of the angel. 18  And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass. 19  And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald; 20  The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolyte; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst. 21  And the twelve gates were twelve pearls: every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass. 21:22  And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 23  And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 24  And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it. 25  And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. 26  And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it. 27  And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.

INTRODUCTION

The city is now presented as "the bride, the Lamb's wife." We saw her previously in Revelation 19:7-9.  This refers to the Church Ephesians. 5:32. This is important because the figures used to illustrate the city are speaking of the Church.  Remember that every Christian is called a "living stone" of God's building 1 Peter. 2:5. so what we see here is spiritual, not physical, in nature.  One more thing: In 1 Corinthians 3:11-15 the building materials of divine good are called "gold, silver, precious stones." These are said to stand forever. 

In Revelation 19:7-8 the adorning of the bride is called "the righteous acts of the Saints." Therefore the city is presented in terms of these things because this is the Church in her eternal rewards. Every stone or precious metal in effect represents the divine good and consequent eternal reward of an individual believer.

John in verse 9 is now asked by one of the angels who poured out the bowl judgments to view the city in greater detail.  Having seen the New Jerusalem he now seeks an amplified and detailed view of the city suspended over the earth.

Her glory is the reflected glory of Christ which we are told we will receive in passages such as Romans. 8:18 and 2 Corinthians 3:18, 4:17-18.  The crystal clear jasper speaks of the purity of our holiness in Christ.  Even now we are the "temple of God" 1 Corinthians. 3:16, 6:19. In heaven the Shekinah glory of God will be fully revealed in us. Here we have the New Jerusalem , Zechariah 2 and Ezekiel 42-48 describes the Millennial Jerusalem. The city arrives as a completed package. When something comes from God it comes completed.  Adam and Eve had perfect environment, Satan was originally perfect.

CONTRAST BETWEEN THE MILLENNIAL AND ETERNAL JERUSALEM

	MILLENNIAL JERUSALEM
	ETERNAL JERUSALEM

	This city has natural light
	This city has supernatural light

	This city has no walls - Zechariah 2:4-5
	This city has walls - Revelation 21:12

	This city contains a Temple Ezekiel 40-48
	This city has no Temple- Revelation 21:22 

	Animal sacrifices will operate in this city Ezekiel 47:1 ff
	There will be no animal sacrifices in this city

	Living water comes out of the Temple Ezekiel 47:1
	Water comes out of the Throne Revelation 22:1

	There are unsaved people in this city Zechariah 12:6
	Only saved people in the city Revelation 21:24

	There are trees for food Ezekiel 47:7-12
	Here we only have the Tree of Life Revelation 22:2


The clause "having the glory of God" in verse 11 syntactically is related with verse 10. The perfect jasper stone is probably a diamond The emphasis on the wealth of the New Jerusalem would remind the older Jewish readers of the glory of the Temple whose gates had been adorned with gold and silver. Isaiah 60:1-3

These hard and indestructible gems are fit emblems of permanence in the glorified state (I Corinthians. 15:50). Also, both stones are employed to set forth the glory and majesty of God on His throne Revelation. 4:3. Having the glory of God is therefore reflecting the glory of God.

The wall of the city is obviously not needed for protection in heaven. This wall represents two eternal realities: separation and security. These both come to us by faith. The wall of faith sets us apart from the rest of mankind where we are secure in God's grace. In this wall are gates of entry. 

The gates bear the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. This is a memorial to Israel as the Covenant-people by whom Christ came. Romans. 9:1-5. To them was given the four unconditional covenants of the Old Testament the Abrahamic, Palestinian, Davidic, and New Covenant. 

These covenants all depend upon the Seed of Abraham in whom "all families of the earth shall be blessed" Genesis 12:3; Galatians 3:16.  These covenants, and faith in the coming seed, once stood as a "wall of partition" between Jews and Gentiles Ephesians. 2:11-22. At the juncture of that wall of Israel and the Church is the Cornerstone, Jesus Christ 1 Peter. 2:6-10.
The new Jerusalem will have a great and high wall suggesting the security of the bride. In the wall are twelve gates with an angel at each one and the names of the twelve tribes of Israel inscribed on them. John does not reveal the name of each gate in contrast to the millennial scene in which Ezekiel gives the names of tribes of Israel as inscribed on the gates of the city at that time (cf. Ezekiel 48:31-35). The fact that the new Jerusalem will have gates implies that its citizens will have freedom to go in and out.

The three gates on each of the sides is in contrast with the Tabernacle where the entrance was in the east and those worshipping moved towards the west. The wise men came from the east to the west. Adam and his family were sent out to the east of Eden and came back to present their sacrifices by coming west. 

The elders of Israel were condemned by the Lord for worshipping the rising sun with their backs to the Temple. We must always worship the Creator and not the created thing.

The foundation of the wall relates to our faith which must have a solid foundation. The foundation stones bear the names of the twelve Apostles of Christ. As Christians we are told in Jude 3 to defend the truth that was once and forever given to us by the apostles 

This is the same truth taught in Ephesians. 2:20 which says: "Having been built on the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone." The subject of that passage is the household of faith, made up of all who believe in Jesus Christ. 

The fact that the names of the apostles are written on the foundations also recalls to mind the .words of the apostle Paul as he wrote "built upon the foundation of the apostles" (Ephesians 2:12). Even in eternity Israel and the church are distinguished though both are included in God's redeemed people.

The golden reed in verse 15 is a measuring instrument as we saw previously in Revelation 11:1-2. The measuring rod comes from Ezekiel 40:3, the measurements of the city were to produce awe of God’s great promises and thus repentance Ezekiel 40:4, 43:10-11 The angel that talked with John now measures the dimensions of the city. Using a golden reed (3 metres  long) the angel finds that the city is square its length and breadth being equal, 12,000 furlongs (verse 16). A furlong is an eighth of a mile so the total distance would be equal to  2,500 kilometres. As this is a cube or foursquare shape the amount of space that will be occupied by the city is staggering. 

It is of interest that 2 Chronicles 3:8 tells us the Holy of Holies in Solomon's Temple was a perfect cube, 20 cubits each way. In the ancient world the cube was the symbol of perfection. Its form was also used for the Brazen Altar and the breastplate of the High Priest Both the altar of burnt offering and the altar of incense were of this form and so was the High Priest’s breastplate cf. Exodus 27:1, 28:16, 30:2; 1 Kings. 6:20. This feature also reappears in Ezekiel's new city and temple (Ezekiel 41:21; 43:16; 45:1; 48:20).  In ancient cities the foursquare form was not unusual.. As is well known, the rectangular tetragon was to Greek thinkers a symbol of perfection.

The cube or city however should be understood as a place where everyone will dwell throughout eternity. The saints will have access to and from it, The implications are however that there is an abundant amount of room for all, The cube or foursquare shape of the city reminds one of the fourfold dimensions given of the love of God (Ephesians. 3:18).

The measurement of the wall is 144,000 cubits. The number 144 is 12 squared. In regards to the number 12 it is of interest that there were twelve people anointed for government of various kinds with the first five being priests and the last seven being kings 

It can be seen in the list below that Saul was the sixth anointed, six being the number of man and Saul being man’s choice In contrast David was the seventh, seven being God’s number and David being God’s choice.

PRIESTS


Aaron

Exodus 29:7,9


Nadab

Exodus 29:7,9


Abihu

Exodus 29:7,9


Eleazar

Exodus 29:7,9


Ithamar

Exodus 29:7,9

KINGS


Saul

1 Samuel 10:1


David

1 Samuel 16:13


Absolom
2 Samuel 19:10


Solomon
1 Kings 1:39


Jehu

2 Kings 9:6


Joash

2 Kings 11:12


Jehoahaz
2 Kings 23:30

THE MATERIALS OF THE CITY

In verse 18 we are told of the material that the city was made of. Here again we see materials used elsewhere in Scripture. The jasper we saw in Verse. 11 is a picture of purity. 

Pure gold throughout Scripture represents the Righteousness of God as in the articles of the Tabernacle. As gold like clear glass, the indwelling glory would shine out giving the "lustrous brilliance" of Verse 11.

Man in his finite scientific knowledge has only been able to purify gold to a degree of opaqueness. But here, the infinite God of all science will present a city of transparent gold. Thus, in the divine righteousness of God, the believer is assured of not only complete justification but also complete glorification (cf. Romans 8:29-30).

The stones of verses 19-20 were used to make the breastplate of the High Priest. Each has its own beauty and glory as does every believer in Jesus Christ. Every one reflects God's grace, glory, and righteousness in a different way. We all have different spiritual gifts but we can all reflect the glory of God.

The foundation of the wall was adorned with these twelve precious stones. The Greek word for garnished is  “kosmeo” a word from which we derive the English word "cosmetics". 

This spectrum of beauty reflects the beauty and glory of God.  

The first layer of jasper is generally considered to have included several kinds of delicate translucent colours, blue, green, and rosy tints. 

The second, sapphire; blue in colour. 

The third foundation of chalcedony was sky blue with stripes of other colours running through it. The mines for chalcedony were found in Chalcedon near the Black Sea 

The fourth, emerald; a bright green colour. 

The fifth foundation the sardonyx has a red and white tone to it,  

The sixth, a sardius stone is found in both red and honey colour (cf. Rev. 4~3). 

The seventh, chrysolyte, a transparent golden colour.  

The eighth foundation, beryl is sea-green as to colour.  

The ninth topaz is a transparent stone of yellow-green colour.  

The tenth chrysoprasus, is generally described as green. 

The eleventh foundation, the jacinth is a violet colour.  

The last stone, the amethyst is purple. On top of this beautiful foundation stands the walls of jasper and the city of gold.

The Greek word for street in verse 21 is “plateia” which means a broad wide street. This is in contrast to “rhune” which is a narrow street or alley 

The street which is in the singular, not "streets" was of pure transparent gold. If gold represents the righteousness of God here Psalm 19:10, and a street is the place of travel, then we have the saints walking in the perfect righteousness of God.

THE GATES OF THE CITY

The gates are transparent pearls. The pearl was valued above all stones in the ancient world. Jesus spoke of the "pearl of great price" in Matthew. 13:46. This represents the incomparable value of entering the Kingdom of God, so much so that a man would sell all he owns to obtain it. Thus the gates of "access" through the "wall" of faith fit the figure of a single pearl. 

Built in the walls are the twelve gates that John describes as each being made of one huge pearl. When one reflects as to the creation of a pearl in the depths of the sea it is due to the irritation of a single grain of sand. Here a thing of beauty comes from adversity. It however pales into insignificance when paralleled with the sufferings of our Lord to produce gates such as these, gates of perfection with access for all believers. 

In verse 22 we see that inside The City there is no need of a temple. John would have looked for this.  In reality the entire city is the Holy of Holies indwelt by God Himself. Here we see the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. We as believers will dwell intimately with God forever.

There is no need of sun or moon in the city. The city is illumined by God's glory. The fact that the nations walk by its light suggests two things. First, the city apparently orbits the new earth acting as the eternal sun. That God Himself is the light of the city is in keeping with many passages of Scripture (cf., John 1:7-9; 3:19; 8:12; 12:35).

PROPHECY - PRESENTED WITH GIFTS

Scripture - Isaiah 60:1-6 

1. Like many of the prophecies in the Scriptures, this prophecy has two fulfilments: one concerning the first advent as portrayed by the Magi, the there after the second advent at the end of the millennium.

2. Given in the reign of Hezekiah, this prophecy must have given comfort to the kingdom of Judah seeing that Israel or Samaria had been conquered and dispersed by Assyria only a few years previously and the Assyrian threat to Judah was ever present.

Fulfilment -  Matthew 2:1,11 (4 BC): 'Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusa​lem.  "And when they were come into the house they saw the young child with Mary his mother and fell down and worshipped him and when they had opened their treasures they presented unto him gifts: gold and frankincense and myrrh.

The wise men, the Magi, were Gentiles who came to worship Jesus Christ the King.  The gifts brought by the Magi portrayed different facets of the humanity of Christ:

(a) Gold - showing Jesus Christ the King.

(b) Frankincense - Jesus Christ the Priest

(c) Myrrh - Jesus Christ the Saviour.

It should be noted that the wise men came into the house and not the stable.  The young child was about eighteen months old, as the Greek word for young child, “paidion”, is used rather than that for a baby, “brephos”.

Fulfilment - Revelation 21:23-26 (end of millennium): And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it. And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it.

The second fulfilment shows the New Jerusalem with kings and Gentiles coming to bring honour to the Lord of all.  They walk in his light and bring their glory and honour to him.

In verse 24 the city will be the place of worship to which the inhabitants of the nations will bring their honour and glory. Those of the nations reside, not in the city, but on the renovated earth. 

RACE AND EQUALITY

1. Many books of the Bible show the divine separation of mankind into races and nations. (Genesis. 10:25; Deuteronomy. 32:8) They were descended from Noah's three sons Ham, Shem and Japheth. (Genesis. 9:19)

2 In Israel it was forbidden to intermarry with other nations. (Deuteronomy. 7:1-3) and where such marriages occurred it brought the wrath of God. (Ezra 10:2,14)

(a) Solomon's union with foreign women was evil. (Nehemiah. 13:23-27)
(b) Abraham forbade Isaac to marry outside his people. (Genesis 28:1)
(c) Esau's marriage to Hittites brought grief (Genesis 26:34,35)
(d) Moses' marriage to an Ethiopian caused trouble. (Numbers 12:1)
3. Nations will continue into eternity (Revelation. 5:9, 21:24)
4. The threefold split of humanity appears in the book of Acts as examples of salvation.

(a) An Ethiopian (Hamitic) is saved in (Acts 10:1 -48)
(b) Saul (Semitic); is converted in (Acts 9:1-16)
(c) Cornelius (Japhetic) is regenerated in (Acts 10:1-48)
5. Whatever the differences the human race has many equalities:-

(a) We are all sinners (Romans 3:23)
(b) We all are converted in the same way - faith in Christ.

(c) In Christ all men are equal (Ephesians. 4:5)
(d) We are all baptised into the one body (Ephesians. 4:4)
(e) We have one Lord - Christ (Ephesians. 4:5)
Verse 25 says that the gates will never shut and there will be perpetual day. Like the gates of ancient cities the Temple gates in Old Jerusalem were closed at night. The city itself shall be one great body of light and glory. Thus, there is no night with its darkness its fears, and its terrors. The believer now enters upon an eternal day which will know no setting sun. The statement "its gates shall never be closed" indicates that there will be continuous eternal activity by the saints, as their glorified bodies and will require no rest,

The glory of the nations go up to the New Jerusalem in verse 26. These are the eternal joys of the saved.
NATIONS

1. In the Scriptures there are four words used for the non-Jewish, non-church groups. They are nations, gentiles, people and heathen. They are distinguished from the Jews and Church (1 Corinthians 10:32).
2. There is a time of history called the times of the Gentiles.

(a) It began when God gave them world rulership (Daniel 2:38; Jeremiah 27:6,7).
(b) It is fulfilled when Christ returns (Luke 21:24).
(c) It ends when Christ sets up His kingdom (Daniel 2:44; Revelation 11:15).

It should not be confused with the Gentile or Family dispensation.

3. The destiny of nations is determined by their relationship:-

(a) Their relationship to God (Psalm 33:12).
(b) To the law (Proverbs 14:34)
(c) To Satan (Isaiah 14:12,16)
(d) To God's programme (Acts 15:14)
(e) To the Jews (Genesis 12:3).
4. Prophetically, the destiny of nations is given as:

(a) Distress will come to them (Matthew 24:12; Luke 21:25).

(b) Many will be saved during the Tribulation (Revelation 7:9,14).

(c) War, famine and disease will affect them (Matthew 24:7,22).

(d) A world ruler will rule all nations (Revelation 13:7).
(e) All nations gather at Armageddon (Zechariah 14:2; Revelation 16:13-16).

[f]  Christ will return in judgment (Revelation 19:11-21).

[g] Righteous Gentiles will enter His kingdom (Matthew 25:31-34).

[h] Nations will serve Him (Daniel 7:14).

(i) They continue into eternity (Revelation 21:24-26).

Verse 27 clearly declares that the eternal city will not be enjoyed by any who reject Christ. cf. Revelation 13:8, 21:8 John closes the chapter with a solemn reminder that if they had not believed, they too would have been excluded from an eternal life of purity and bliss. That which defiles refers to the fallen angels or unbelievers which is contrasted with the believer whose name is written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

CONCLUSION

Sin in every phase and vestige is completely excluded from this holy scene, (cf., Revelation. 20:7-10). The least spot or taint of evil could not stand the glare of the divine glory of God end the Lamb. Those who enter in are defined as the ones who are written in the Lamb's book of life.

CHAPTER TWENTY TWO

Chapter 22 can be divided into three sections
[A] - Five Eternal Joys. [Verses 1-5]

[B] - Four Keys To Eternal Blessing. (Verses. 6-14)

[C] - God's Final Invitation. (Verses. 15-21)

A
FIVE ETERNAL JOYS - VERSES 1-5)

1  And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2  In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3  And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: 4 And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads. 5 And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.

INTRODUCTION

In this section we see the effects of the fall of Adam reversed, and through Jesus Christ, the last Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45-49), we have Paradise regained. It should be remembered in using these terms, however, that what we have in Christ is far superior to anything Adam had in the garden.

We have five eternal joys in this section, 

A river of living water [verse 1] 

The tree of life [verse2] 

The curse removed [verse 3]  

Fellowship and Service [verse 3] 

The eternal reign of Christ [verse 5]

In verse 1 we see the water of life. The Garden of Eden was watered by a river (Genesis. 2:10-14). In John 7:37-39 Jesus speaks of "rivers of living water" which John tells us anticipates the life-giving and sustaining ministry of the Holy Spirit.  This being the case we see the full and unified working of the Trinity here, for the "living water" comes from the Throne of God and of the Lamb.

The "street" in verse 2 is singular as in 21:21. This street represents the "one way" into heaven which is through the Lord Jesus Christ John 14:6. In the middle of the street is the tree of life. Access to the tree was forfeited by Adam and Eve in their fall (Genesis 3:24). Here the tree is restored to the company of the saved.

The "healing of the nations" is an idea that comes from Ezekiel 47:12. The word "healing" is “therapeuo”, from which get the word therapy can also refer to a state of healthy existence.  God will perpetuate the Divine institution of nationalism forever as a memorial of Divine order and the diversity of His people.

The curse is removed in verse 3  At the Fall the human race came under the curse of sin and death. The consequences of sin affect every phase of life (cf. Genesis. 2:17, 3:14-19; Hebrews. 2:14,15). The greatest part of this curse involved man's separation from his Creator.  Now perfect fellowship is restored. 

In this eternal state of restored fellowship the servants of God will serve Him.  The word “latreuo’ used here speaks of priestly service or worship. The service of this life will be amplified in eternity according to our faithfulness. The parable of the talents (Matthew. 25:14ff) suggests that our eternal service may even be of the same kind, i.e., continuation of spiritual gifts.

In verse 4 the Greek word “Horao” translated "see" means to have a panoramic view. They shall fully see the Lord and will be seen as His possession. In this service we "shall see His face" (cf. Matthew. 5:8) and bear His name on our forehead (cf. Revelation. 7:3, 9:4).

In verse 5 we see the everlasting reign of the Lord Jesus Christ. Again, at the fall, Adam lost the dominion God had given him (Genesis. 1:26), and the sceptre of world rule was usurped by Satan (2 Corinthians. 4:4).  However under the illumination of God who is Light (1 John. 1:5) we "shall reign forever and ever." This fulfils the promise of Revelation 2:26-27, 3:21
B
FOUR KEYS TO ETERNAL BLESSING. - VERSES. 6-14
6  And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true: and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel to shew unto his servants the things which must shortly be done. 7  Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book. 8  And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which shewed me these things. 9  Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellow servant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God. 10  And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand. 11  He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still. 12  And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be. 13  I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. 14  Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.

The four keys to eternal blessing are 

The Word of God, 

The Worship of God, 

The Work of faith 

Regeneration.  

Repeatedly in the Word of God, and especially in the Revelation God gives the invitation to all to come to Christ and receive the gift of righteousness and life leading to eternal blessing.  Here at the close of the book God repeats four aspects of the work of redeeming grace. Again the truth of God is affirmed. The certainty of these things rests on the "God who cannot lie" (Hebrews. 6:18-20).  

The book of Revelation is in fact a text book and guide for life.  It gives future hope while laying out for us the trends of evil developing in this age and how to overcome them. Every blessing in time and eternity comes first through a grasp of the Word of God.

Three times in this chapter in verses 7,12 and 20 Jesus promises His return. Each time blessing is in view, but there is also warning to those who remain in unbelief. Here in verse 7 is the sixth blessing of the book. It promises eternal joy to those who heed the teachings of this book. No other New Testament book promises so much blessing to those who carefully study and understand it. This is a warning that the Second Advent is going to be on schedule and many unbelievers are going to be caught out by the Baptism of Fire.

For the second time John is overwhelmed in verse 8 with all he has seen and heard and attempts to worship the teaching angel (cf. 19:10). Again the angel rebukes him and identifies himself as a fellow-servant of the prophets. 

Worship is in the aorist active imperative. The imperative mood shows that John is commanded by the angel to worship, active voice John has to do it himself. This is again the teaching angel with whom John is grateful and very impressed. The interpreting angel is the same as a prophet. The prophets however are seen as human as they are called John’s brothers.

TRUE WORSHIP

The Bible leads to true worship. True worship involves at least four ingredients:

[a] 
Sacrifice (Genesis 22:5). In this passage the word "worship" first occurs in Scripture.

[b]
 Separation (Psalm 29:2). Biblical separation is both negative (from sin) and positive (to God).

[c]
Divine provisions to make worship possible, worship in spirit and in truth. (John.4:24). True worship depends entirely on the provisions of God's Grace. These are two-fold. First, the ministry of the Holy Spirit within; secondly, the ministry of the Word of God without. Those who worship filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18) in the study of truth, will be sought out by God.

[d]
A way of life. (Romans 12:1-2) Only when worship becomes a lifestyle do the blessing and benefits of worship become a reality in life.

In verse 10 in contrast to the book of Daniel (Daniel 8:26, 12:10), John is commanded not to seal the book.  The "time" of its fulfilment is at hand. The book of the Revelation is an open book that is meant to be understood by believers. During history God has provided additional material in writing starting with Moses and the Pentateuch, the completion of the Old Testament Canon and in John’s day the completion of the Bible with the Book of the Revelation. We have the whole realm of the Scriptures. The time is at hand means that the final countdown has started.

Verse 11 emphatically lays personal responsibility on each person for their response to this revelation. He that is filthy is a noun. The present active participle of the Greek word “adikeo” translated filthy shows that the person who is unjust wants to be so because he has rejected Christ. Here we have division in time again, unbeliever and believer.

The time will come when Jesus will shut the door (Matthew. 25:10; Luke. 13:25).  Every person will forever be a product of their own decision regarding Christ. Bible doctrine can persuade but you cannot coerce. If the gospel does not change them they cannot be changed. He that is a believer in time retains that status in eternity.

The promise of reward for those who submit in faith is echoed throughout Scripture and again appears in verse 12.  These are given by the Chief Shepherd (1 Peter 5:4). The phrase "what he has done" is literally, "as his work is." The work of God is to believe on Him whom He sent (John. 6:29). This again looks at the Second Advent of Christ and rewards that will be given at that stage.

Christ again is seen as eternal in verse 13, He was before the beginning and will be there after the end of time. He is and always will be God. As God is everlasting and ASwe are in Christ we have everlasting life. The Lord Jesus Christ is the beginning and the end.

The final blessing of the book is given in verse 14 where it proclaims the blessed state of those "washed" by faith. This is the same washing that Jesus spoke of in John. 13:10, 15:3 and Titus 3:5. Earlier in Revelation 7:14 tells of those who "have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb." This speaks of the cleansing of those who place their trust in the sacrificial work of Jesus Christ as their substitute on the Cross. 

Because He was imputed with our sins, we can receive His righteousness as a gift (2 Corinthians. 5:21; Romans. 6:23).   Remember that the book began, "from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first born of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us, and released us from our sins by His blood”. (Revelation 1:5).

GOD'S FINAL INVITATION. (VERSES. 15-21)

15  For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie. 16  I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star. 17  And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 18  For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: 19  And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book. 20  He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen.  Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 21  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

Verse 15 reminds us again of the eternal outcasts, those who have rejected deliverance from sin and evil through Christ. Then based on this warning we have God's final invitation. 
Here we have the future of the unbeliever. Dogs represent unbelievers. Not everyone goes to heaven. Those who are not born again are condemned and will not enter into eternal bliss John 3:18.
First Jesus Himself calls men to come to Him (cf.  Matthew. 11:28-29). He is the "root", or origin, as well as the "offspring" of David.  He is both David's Lord and David's Son which speaks firstly of His deity and then His humanity (Matthew. 22:43-45).  He is the "Morning Star" (Numbers. 24:17; Luke. 1:78; 2 Peter. 1:19).  In the darkest time of human history, the bright and morning star is a special light as the brightness of His person is contrasted with the decadence of man.

He will still shine as the promise of the rising of the "Sun of Righteousness" (Malachi. 4:2)  It is to our advantage that the teaching angel taught John and through him, us. Revelation is meant to be understood and we as believers are meant to be blessed.

MESSIANIC TYPES

In order for the Jews to keep the hope of the Messiah alive, many types and figures were used.

1.
IMMANUEL - God with us. (Isaiah 7:14). He is further described in (Isaiah 9:6). "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given and the government shall be upon his shoulders and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

2.
SUFFERING SERVANT - The Redeemer. (Isaiah 42:1-4; 49:1-6; 50:4-9; 52:13-53:12).
3.
THE BRANCH - in four forms.


(a) Branch of David. (Isaiah 11:1; Jeremiah 23:5; 33:15).

(b) Servant the Branch (Zechariah 3:8).

(c) Man whose name is the Branch. (Zechariah 6:12).

(d) Branch of the Lord (1 Samuel 4:2).

4.
SON OF MAN (Daniel 7:13,14).
5.
SON OF DAVID (Psalm 2:7; 2 Samuel 7:12,13).

6.
STAR AND SCEPTRE - In the prophecy of Balaam in (Numbers 24:17) it states, "I shall see Him but not now. I shall behold Him but not nigh: There shall come a Star out of Jacob and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel. "


(a) THE STAR relates to kingship (Revelation 22:16)

(b) THE SCEPTRE relates to royalty. (Psalm 45:6; Amos 1:5,8).

7.
SHILOH - In the prophecy of the tribes in (Genesis 49:10) "the Sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet until Shiloh come and unto Him shall the gathering of the people be. "


(a) SHILOH is the equivalent of the Prince of Peace.


(b) SHILOH was where Joshua erected the Tabernacle.


(c) SHILOH also has the meaning WHOSE IT IS - the rulership principle.

8.
CORNERSTONE (Isaiah 28:16). The cornerstone is in sharp contrast to the Empires of the ancient world. (Daniel 2:34-44).


Jesus is shown as the rejected stone. (Psalm 118:22,2 3) as well as the headstone.


We are called 'living stones' (1 Peter 2:4-7).

It is on this cornerstone that Christ builds His church.

9.
ANGEL OF JEHOVAH - many examples (Genesis 16; 18; 22; Exodus 3; Joshua 5; Judges 6).
The invitation is restated again by the Holy Spirit in verse 17. He says "Come!" Come is the Greek word "erchomai" which is in the present middle imperative, present tense - as long as a person is alive, middle voice - the person is benefited from coming, imperative mood - it is an order. The word translated freely is "dorean" Freely is the adverb of grace, it is without cost. God only works in grace free from man's works.

Grace is God’s unmerited favour.  As believers the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ is always with us.

This is the Holy Spirit saying come. No one can understand the gospel unless it is made clear in the soulish mind of the unbeliever. To the thirsty of soul, the call is "come" (cf. Isaiah. 51:1-5). Those who have heard are to come as are those who have a thirst for spiritual things.

EFFECTIVE CALLING

1.
Drawing (Gk. elkuo) means to draw, lead or impel. In this case the drawing or calling is in love. All the elect will freely respond to the work of the Holy Spirit. The drawing provides the motive to respond.

2.
All people are called to repent, but only the elect are drawn. (John 3:16, 36 , 12:32 16:8-11, 1 John 2:2)
3.
Believers, Called Ones, Elect, are all names for the same person. God calls, the Holy Spirit works, we simply respond to the call of Love. (Jeremiah 31:3, John 3:16)
4.
The calling provides the motivation for the expression of love in the unbeliever who is positive towards salvation. (Philippians 2:13)
5.
God can thereby give His gift of salvation to the elect. (John 1:13, Romans 9:16 Ephesians 2:8-9, Titus 3:5-6)
6.
God therefore gets the glory for His work, we get the benefits (Jude 24-25)


(a)
God planned it in eternity past.


(b)
God provides it at the cross.


(c)
God prepares for it in the life by conviction.


(d)
God provides the motivation to accept the offer.


(e)
God gives the gift of salvation to the elect.


(f)
God gives the Holy Spirit to the new believer.


(g)
God has prepared a new body for the believer.

In verses 18 and 19 we have John's warnings against any human tampering with the Revelation of God. [cf. Deuteronomy. 4:2]. The Word of God is perfect and anyone who tampers with it is judged in a most severe way. 

The book concludes with the promise of the imminent return of our Lord, and the response of John is, "Even so, come, Lord Jesus."  In the meantime, we are to live by means of God's grace. 

Paul writes to the Thessalonians (1 Thessalonians. 1:9-10) that as they anticipate Christ's return they are to "serve and wait."  The Bible always gives balance to life.

CONCLUSION

We live in this period in a very interesting and challenging era. My prayer is that each person who reads this study might enter into "the grace of the Lord Jesus" increasingly and that the blessings of this book will be yours in full measure as you travel as a pilgrim towards your destination - Amen

NOTES
CHAPTER 15.  FAITH, THE PLAN AND GOD’S PROMISES A COMFORT FOR US 


INTRODUCTION

Faith and the Promises of God should always go hand in hand in the believer’s life. In this chapter we will look at this interrelationship, looking at the One who promises, seeing the wide range of the application of faith to the Christian Life and elaborating on a range of God’s Promises for different areas of the Christian experience.

Some of the questions we may ask ourselves are:- 

Why should we be interested in the Promises of God?

How reliable is God to keep His promises?

What areas of the Christian Life depend on Faith?

Do we know the Promises of God? 

Do we believe and trust the Promises of God? 

WHY SHOULD WE BE INTERESTED IN THE PROMISES OF GOD?

In the book of Hebrews we are warned “Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it.” Hebrews 4:1
As a believer we should be really fearful of falling short of the blessings that the Lord has for you. The only reason you are on the planet is to fulfil His destiny, so to fall short of that is to miss everything that matters in this life. 

No joys that man can know will measure up against the loss of everything of real value. All that the world offers by way of pleasure is, “wood, hay, stubble”, and the fires of life, let alone the judgement of eternity will blow it all away. 

Nothing matters other than doing the will of the one who placed us here. Let us catch the “holy fear” of failure that the writer urges us to see here.

Hold firm the truth of God until the very end! It is the entire “race of life” that matters, and the Lord intends us to run fast and straight our course until the end of our life. We are to keep the faith, and serve our Lord until the very end. Only if we hold fast to our faith do we truly remain partners with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

To fall short of the standard of faith is to fall short of partnership in blessing. All too many believers rob themselves of blessing. 

We must not rob ourselves, we must not harden our hearts against the clear teaching of the Word of God. The Lord’s instruction may appear harsh and hard to follow at times but it is far more pleasant in its application than the alternative.

Unbelief is a grievous sin, it is an evil that will kill our body and soul. Let us be in fear of falling short of the blessing of God. Let us be concerned daily lest we insult the Lord and provoke Him to anger because of our slackness in application of His Word. 

Let us not be seduced by numbers, thinking that the majority must be right in all things, for only two from the entire adult Exodus generation entered the Promised Land. The Lord is not limited by human considerations; He does not need numbers, only the obedience of the faithful will He use!

There is no profit in the Christian life without application of the Word to experience. Only the faithful application of God’s Holy Word to our lives will transform our ordinary boring lives into powerful, exciting lives that bring blessing to others and glory to the Lord. 

We are meant to have lives that are different, that are powerful, lives that have an impact upon our world for God. If we are bored or boring it is only because we have never taken the Word and applied it into daily life; we have not mixed the Word with faith. Let us do this daily, or else we waste the precious time the Lord has given us here!

HOW RELIABLE IS GOD TO KEEP HIS PROMISES?

In any relationship it is of great importance to know the character of the person with whom you are dealing whether it is a personal, business or social relationship. Unlike relationships with members of the human race our relationship with God is different because God is different. All of humanity is flawed in some aspect or another but God is flawless.

In the early chapters of this book we have demonstrated the absolute perfection of God the Father, the Planner of the Eternal Plan of God. Here we see that all of the Trinity has the same absolute characteristics including the provision of an invaluable book the Bible.

CHARACTER OF GOD

God has many characteristics and they are all absolute. Let us consider some of His character

He is Sovereign which means He is the supreme ruler of the Universe and the final authority in all things

He is Absolute Righteousness, He has absolute perfection 

He is Absolute Justice, He never makes an error but due to His Righteousness must judge error.

He is Absolute Love as shown in the way he allowed for flawed man to enter into fellowship with Him 

He is Eternal Life, He has no start or finish, He has existed forever and will do so into eternity

He is All Powerful and has no restriction on what He is able to accomplish

He is All Knowing and knew every detail of history from before time existed

He is Everywhere. So irrespective of where we are He is there

He is Unchangeable. He is the same yesterday, today and forever

He is Absolute Truth. There is no duplicity in God.

From the above it is clear that a person who is totally unchangeable, true and is all knowing, all powerful and everywhere is going to be a person who is absolutely reliable if he makes a promise to another.

GOD – CHARACTER OF GOD

1. Whilst God is three persons all three persons have exactly the same essence or character:

a) SOVEREIGNTY

The Father (Ephesians 1:11, cf. Isaiah 40:8, Matthew 6:10, Hebrews 10:7, 9)

The Son (John 5:21, Revelation 19:16)

The Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:11, cf. Hebrews 2:4)

b) RIGHTEOUSNESS

The Father (John 17:25)

The Son (Luke 1:35, Hebrews 7:26, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

The Spirit - The Holy Spirit

c) JUSTICE

The Father (Job 37:23, cf. 8:3)

The Son (Acts 3:14, John 5:22, Revelation 19:11

The Spirit (Nehemiah 9:20)

d) LOVE

The Father (John 3:16)

The Son (Ephesians 5:25, 1 John 3:16)

The Spirit (John 16:7-11, 1 Corinthians 2:10)

e) ETERNAL LIFE

The Father (John 5:26)

The Son (Micah 5:2, cf. John 1:1-2, 1 John 5:11

The Spirit (Isaiah 48:16)

f) ALL-KNOWING

The Father (Hebrews 4:13, cf. Matthew 11:27, 1 Peter 1:2)

The Son (John 18:4, cf. Matthew 9:4, John 2:25, 1 Corinthians 4:5)

The Spirit (Isaiah 11:2, cf. 1 Corinthians 2:11

g) EVERYWHERE

The Father (2 Chronicles 2:6)

The Son (Matthew 28:20, cf. Ephesians 1:23)

The Spirit (Psalm 139:7)

h) ALL-POWERFUL

The Father (Mark 14:36, cf.1 Peter 1:5)

The Son (Hebrews 1:3, cf. Matthew 24:30, 2 Corinthians 12:9, Philippians 3:21) 

The Spirit (Romans 15:19)

i) UNCHANGEABLE

The Father (Hebrews 6:17, Psalm 33:11)

The Son (Hebrews 13:8)

The Spirit (John 14:16)

j) TRUTH

The Father (John 7:28, John 17:3)

The Son (1 John 5:20, cf. John 1:14, 14:6, Revelation 19:11)

The Spirit (1 John 5:6, cf. John 14:17, 15:26, 16:13)

GOD AND PROPHECY

Man lives in a four dimensioned state, the three dimensions of length, width and depth to which is added a fourth dimension which is time. God however is outside time and the three physical dimensions even as we are outside a two dimension state. He therefore is able to view the whole existence of history without the restraints of the fourth dimension “time”.

In 2 Peter 1:16-21 we are told “For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17  For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came  such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 18  And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount. 19  We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: 20  Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 21  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”

In this passage Peter makes a startling statement. Peter, who was one of the inner circle of disciples with James and John and had been with the Lord, Moses and Elijah on the Mt of Transfiguration states that the Word of Prophecy given to us is even more sure than the eyewitness that he has been privileged to be involved with.

We know that even though we observe something we may not have the full picture. The Holy Spirit who is the author of Scripture as seen in verse 21 knows the whole picture and knew it in eternity past as He is outside time. Here we see the intervention of a person who is outside of time coming into time for the benefit of those who are in a time dimension. This explains also how God can know the beginning from the end as He is outside that dimension.

The Bible is unique in the fact that it gives specific prophecies to future events which occur as predicted to the very day. Two examples of this - at the fulfilment of the prophecy of Daniel 9:24-27 when the Lord Jesus Christ rode into Jerusalem on the very day predicted over 500 years previously and the release of the Jews from the Babylonian Captivity on the very day predicted by Jeremiah 25:11,12 and Jeremiah 29:10.

There are no other so called “Holy Books” of the world’s religions which provide specific prophecies as to person or time. In addition the numerous prophecies literally fulfilled by the Lord Jesus Christ at His first coming as well as prophecies regarding the Jews, Gentiles and specific cities further confirm 2 Peter 1:21 above. 

CONCLUSION

From the Character of God and the veracity of the Scriptures as demonstrated by prophecy we can be totally confident that any of the promises given by God on past, present and the future is totally reliable.

Having established God’s side of the relationship, what about ours?. We will now examine Faith and some of the 7000 Promises which God has provided for us.

[For detailed information on prophecy and the Bible please see the EBCWA website.]

WHAT AREAS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE DEPEND ON FAITH?

DEFINITION OF FAITH - Hebrews 11:1 states “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”
Many ask the question, “what is faith?”, and this verse answers the question from a biblical point of view. Faith is the assurance (reality or title-deed) of things hoped (confidently looked) for. It is the conviction (proof, or evidence) of things not seen with the human eye. (2 Corinthians 4:18 - 5:7)

Biblical Faith always has content, and the Greek word for it, ‘pistis’, emphasises the content of faith; what is believed. Let us look at each of the key words in this verse to see the writer’s definition and compare it to the attitudes that dominate our own day. The verse begins, “Faith keeps on being” (present, active, indicative, of the verb for status quo). Faith is the “substance”, the evidence, the foundation, the legal guarantee of the thing that faith is expressed in; that which is confidently hoped for. Faith is the “legal proof”, of things believed to be true, yet not seen with physical human eyes. 

Two legal terms are used. Legal proofs are only ever expressed in the public court, to give evidence for a conviction, and this is the outworking of faith also. The believer’s faith is expressed as a part of the “Great Commission” (Matthew 28:18-20), and is both the believer’s own expression of their joy in the truth, but also a strong condemnation of those who reject the truth. 

Our faith is the grounds of our joy, and as the ground of the condemnation of those who reject the truth, the corner stone becomes the rock of offence to those who reject the stone! Isaiah 28:16, Romans 9:33, 10:11, 1 Peter 2:7, 8.

The writer is also saying in this verse, that the act of faith is the dynamic expression of confidence in a truth, revealed by God, directly through the Lord, or His Word and its dynamic power is the evidence of its reality. 
There is something about the life and living testimony of the person who expresses faith that speaks of confidence, and points strongly to the truth of what he does truly believe.

This sort of faith works out in their confident lives; it speaks through their actions, of the truth of what they believe, and convicts (even condemns) those who see and hear them, legally demonstrating to those who observe, that the believer’s faith points to the truth! 

Faith is confident hope in what is taught, it is never panic, or despair. We express our confidence in the words of scripture, because they are His words, and we can depend on the promises and directions He gives. We are to express this hope, this confidence, in all our dealings with the unsaved, for our attitude and our words, and our deeds are a part of our ambassadorship, of giving the Gospel message to the lost. 

We are to be as confident in the promises of the Word of God as we are in the other “facts” of daily life! In fact, the Word of God is to become, as we mature, more real to us that the things we see each day. This is not so hard when we pause and reflect on just how much of what we accept is true (love, commitment, honour, trust) is not “seen” with human eyes. 

Each of these things is “seen” only as it works out in the life of the person, just so with faith also!

We will now look at Faith and the Promises of God

FAITH

Summary Definition – Confidence, Reliance, Trust

It enables us to perceive the real yet invisible realm

It deals directly with God who is absolutely faithful - Hebrews 11:6 “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” As we see in this verse “Without it we cannot please God” 

It allows us to treat the future as present, the invisible as seen. It allows for the impossible - Mark 10:27 “And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible.”
Faith like eyesight always has an object, there is no such thing as blind faith. Faith is not subjective, it has an object, nor is it passive

FAITH AND SIGHT – 2 Corinthians 5:7  “For we walk by faith, not by sight” 

Seeking after signs indicates spiritual immaturity - using faith is mature

Examples

Abraham who had faith for a city whose builder and maker is God

Moses who endured as seeing Him who is invisible

CONTRAST BETWEEN SIGHT AND FAITH

	SIGHT


	FAITH

	Tangible and Visible


	Spiritual, Invisible

	Worldly wisdom


	Heavenly wisdom

	Reality as present and seen


	Solid ground for hope – Hebrews 11:1


Sight and faith both try and get control of the life. It is up to the Christian to choose when they are in conflict. As Christians we should move from faith to faith  Romans 1:17 “For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith”. 

FAITH AND FEELING – Romans 10:17 “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

Faith – Confidence not consciousness of things not seen

Faith recognises facts before feeling which is based on fact.  

Feelings of joy come from believing joyful facts

Facts remain the same even if we do not believe them

We can place more faith in feelings rather than in the Bible.

Trusting on our emotions rather than God’s Word makes Him a liar.

DIVINE ORDER

Revelation of fact – We are crucified with Christ – Romans 6:6 “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin”
Recognition of fact - Reckon ye also to be dead. – Romans 6:11 “Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Realisation - experience – Sin shall not have dominion over you – Romans 6:14 “For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace”.

Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God

By using this sequence we can be filled with joy and peace in believing Romans 15:13 “Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.”
FAITH AND WORKS - By works a man is justified – James 2:24 “Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only”.

By the deeds of the law shall no man be justified – Romans 3:20 “Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.”
Is this a contradiction? No there is harmony

James is talking about justification in the sight of man

Paul is talking about justification in the sight of God

James deals with justification of the saint, Paul with justification of the sinner.

James wrote from a practical viewpoint, Paul wrote from a theological viewpoint.

James said that there must be tangible evidence of faith - James 2:14 “What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him?”
This is done by showing faith by works, fruit in the life - James 2:18,20 “Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. 20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?”
The contrast is between dead and live faith not faith and works. There needs to be production not just profession. Paul confirms this in Galatians 5:6 “For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.” Therefore faith alone saves but works must follow.

FAITH AND OBEDIENCE - Trust and obey for there is no other way to be happy in Jesus but to trust and obey. Those who truly trust God will obey Him.

By faith Abraham left his home in Ur - Hebrews 11:8 “By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.”
Obedience to God’s call can only occur by faith

Abraham’s faith was triumphant in his offering of Isaac – Hebrews 11:17 “By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son,
Abraham was blessed for his faith - Genesis 22:15-18. “15 And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, 16 And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: 17 That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; 18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.”
He showed that God always honours faith.

Noah by faith was moved to obey God – Hebrews 11:7 “By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith” Business was going on as usual. It was however the Word of God which caused Noah to obey

In the New Testament believe and obey are often interchangeable.

FAITH AND UNBELIEF – Hebrews 3:12 “Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God”.

Unbelief is the antithesis to faith, disbelief is denial of the truth.

Unbelief does not necessarily exhibit itself as blatant disbelief, it however shackles God in providing the promised good for man

The Lord Jesus Christ was unable to do work due to the unbelief of man - Mark 6:5-6 “And he could there do no mighty work, save that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them. 6 And he marvelled because of their unbelief. And he went round about the villages, teaching.
Our unbelief is often the cause of God’s apparent inactivity.

Fear is spawned through unbelief - Mark 4:40 “And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?”
Perfect love casts out fear, perfect love – perfect confidence

Spiritual power is short circuited by unbelief - Matthew 17:19-20 “Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast him out? 20 And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you”.
Divine power only flows through the reticulating system of faith.

FAITH AND PATIENCE – Hebrews 6:12 “That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.”

Nowhere does God promise that faith will receive all its desires exactly when it wants them.

Faith and patience inherit the promises - Hebrews 6:15 “And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise”.
Abraham was promised a son but he waited twenty years for him.

We must master the lesson of maintaining faith in the face of discouraging circumstances.

David waited for twenty years to receive the promised throne.

Jericho’s capture required faith and patience - Joshua 6:2. “And the LORD said unto Joshua, See, I have given into thine hand Jericho, and the king thereof, and the mighty men of valour”. It was not until the last circuit that Jericho fell.

Waiting is often more difficult than believing

If however one’s faith is unwavering God will work for them who wait on Him – Isaiah 64:4 “For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside thee, what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him”.
FAITH WITH LOVE – Galatians 5:6  For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.”
Faith and love work as a team. Love believes all things - 1 Corinthians 13:7 “ Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things”.

Paul says that if a person has faith to remove a mountain but does not have love he is nothing. 1 Corinthians 13:2 “And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing”.
Miracle working faith can be cold and loveless but with love reaches its zenith.

Love for God inspires us to have faith in Him. We trust only those we know. 

The more we know of God’s Word the more we can love God.

Love for God brings forth unbounded faith and confidence in His Word.

Love takes the promises at face value and easily trusts them.

Love is not gullible but believes the best in others. Love is unsuspicious but discerning.

All things are possible to him who believes. They are less difficult to him that hopes. They are easier for him who loves and still more easy to him who perseveres in the practice of all.

FAITH AND FEAR – Hebrews 11:23 “By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents, because they saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the king's commandment”.

Faith and fear are mutually exclusive. One can survive only at the expense of the other. There is no peaceful co existence 

Fear is infectious - cf the spies and giants – Numbers 13:33–14:1 “And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight. 14:1 And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night”.
Robust faith casts out fear as shown by Caleb – Numbers 13:30 “And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it”.

Faith is also infectious – Moses was hid for three months – Hebrews 11:23 [see above]

Their supernatural fear overcame their natural fear. Moses took on this faith – Hebrews 11:27 “By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible”.
Moses tried but failed to teach Israel this faith – Hebrews 4:2 “For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it.”

The only permissible fear – that of not claiming a promise from the Word of God – Hebrews 4:1 [see above]

FAITH AND SUFFERING – 1 Peter 1:6-7  “Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations:7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ”
Faith does not stagger when suffering arrives or sorrow engulfs nor when testing occurs.

It sees it from God as a test of faith and the provision of God. Faith embraces suffering with joy as sharing in the suffering of Christ 1 Peter 4:12-13 “Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: 13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy”.
Testing - 1 Peter 1:6 is matched with grace - 1 Peter 4:10 “As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”

Faith that triumphs in suffering brings rewards – 1 Peter 1:7 [see above]

Faith experiences her greatest hour in suffering.

It allows the showing of the character of God and His sufficiency. 

God walks with us through the fiery furnace. 1 Corinthians 10:13 “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it”.
The promise is that God is with you – Isaiah 43:2 “When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.”
FAITH AND TRAGEDY –Habakkuk 3:17-18 “Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: 18 Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation.”

Faith will not purchase immunity from tragedy and sorrow. 

It will however allow us to triumph over it.

The Bible tells of tragedy to both just and unjust.

For example the Cross of Christ was the ultimate tragedy.

Yet it did not shake the faith of the Lord Jesus Christ in God’s love.

The pressure – Matthew 27:46 “My God, My God why hast thou forsaken me?”

The faith – Luke 23:46 “Father into thy hands I dismiss my spirit.”
Job also showed faith in suffering – Job 13:15 “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him.”

Habakkuk in his watchtower stated that the just shall live by faith – Habakkuk 2:4 “Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith”
The whole economy of the nation was failing yet Habakkuk said he would rejoice – Habakkuk 3:17-18 [see above] He had maximum faith in God at a time of national tragedy.

THE VENTURE OF FAITH – Hebrews 11:8 “By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went”

A step of faith always involves a calculated risk.

It is not blind faith but calm confidence

Heroes of faith are willing to stake everything on God’s faithfulness

If there is no element of risk there is no need for faith

We need to venture on the truth of God’s Word

Abraham ventured all on the faithfulness of God

Faith does not demand to know where it is being led.

Abraham prepared to sacrifice Isaac not knowing why God had asked him nor how he would redeem his promise

This made him the Father of faith.

The three young men in the furnace placed their trust in God and His decision for their lives – Daniel 3:17-18 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. 18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.

God the Son came and made the fourth person, their faith was vindicated.

THE ACTIVITY OF FAITH – Hebrews 11:33-34 “Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions. 34 Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.”

Faith is to the soul what sight is to the body

It is concerned with giving substance to the unseen – Hebrews 11:1 [see above]

It is through faith we know the unseen and prove it.

It assures us of things yet future.

Faith is neither passive nor inactive, it is the secret of intense activity

By faith the servants of God did many things – Hebrews 11:33-34 [see above]

Their faith was the motivating factor of their achievements

We can attempt great things for God through faith cf Carey, Mueller

Moses’ faith enabled him to see Him who is invisible - Hebrews 11:27 “By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible.”
As a result he constantly chose the spiritual life over that of the one of ease.

Faith feeds on the Bible and flourishes when under his control. 

Faith is never static. The first act of faith constantly repeated matures into an attitude of faith, the act becomes a habit and one walks with God

THE VALIDITY OF FAITH - Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”
Trusting in God is not misplaced

Faith finds its validity in three areas

1. The truth of the Person of God – 1 Thessalonians 1:9 “For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve he living and true God;”
God’s truth is the agreement of His Word, Deed and Mind 

It is the expression of truth in revelation and nature

The discoveries of science that are true reflect the character of God

God is the antithesis of Satan who is the father of lies.

2. The truth of His Word

The Word of God is eternal – Matthew 24:35 “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.”

In contrast the false prophets made people trust in a lie – Jeremiah 28:15 “Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet, Hear now, Hananiah; The LORD hath not sent thee; but thou makest this people to trust in a lie.”
The Word of God endures forever – 1 Peter 1:25 “But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.”
The Bible has survived centuries of the most searching scrutiny

When diligently reviewed the truth of the Word of God is confirmed.

3. The truth of the facts believed

Faith holds to three historical facts

The Son of God came into this world, He died for our sins, He rose again - 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 “For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures. 4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures”:
These things and others cannot be shaken – Hebrews 12:27 “And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain.”
Christ is risen - 1 Corinthians 5:20 “But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruits of them that slept.
Our faith is not in vain but valid

DEGREES OF FAITH – Matthew 15:28 “Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour.”

People in different circumstances have different levels of faith.

The disciples were asked – “Have you no faith”? – Mark 4:40 “And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?”
Lack of faith made them forget previous actions of the Lord

Unbelief despairs in the face of superhuman difficulties

O you of little faith was said to Peter – Matthew 14:31 “And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?”
Worry stems from anaemic faith. We always sink when we prefer sight to faith.

The Lord Jesus Christ likes faith which launches out on the Word of God – Matthew 15:28 [see above]

Great faith nerved the Canaan woman to:

[1] Overleap the silence of the Lord – Matthew 15:23 “But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came and besought him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us.”
[2] Overcome His sovereignty – Matthew 15:24 “But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”

[3] Overlook His severity – Matthew 15:26 “But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs.”

Christ was so impressed He gave her what she had requested

To the Centurion He said that He had not seen such great faith in Israel - Matthew 8:10 “When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.”
Hearing the words of our Lord was sufficient for the Centurion to give him unwavering trust.  Our faith must grow.

GROWING FAITH – 2 Thessalonians 1:3 “We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that your faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity of every one of you all toward each other aboundeth”
The Lord Jesus Christ commanded his disciples to forgive a repentant brother even though he had sinned against them seven times in a day. They said “Lord increase our faith”

Was it love or faith that was required?

Mainly faith to fulfil the moral requirements that Jesus had previously stated

Jesus replies saying they need vital rather than additional faith. It is quality not quantity.

In 2 Thessalonians 1:3 Paul is thanking God for the growing faith of the believers in Thessalonica

Our spiritual development depends on our faith growing

Growth in faith occurs

1. When faith feeds on the Word of God

2. When it is strengthened with the removal of human props

3. It is increased in response to the challenges of His Word

4. It is not necessarily fostered by encouragement and swift answers to prayer.

5. It thrives on difficulties and problems when other supports have been removed

Faith grows when we believe our beliefs and doubt our doubts

Faith always involves an act of the will.

FAITH AS A PARADOX – John 20:29 “Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.”

Seeing is believing says the world. Believing is seeing confirms the Christian.

Paradoxes are used by our Lord – John 12:24 “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.”
Paul uses a paradox in Galatians 2:20 where we are crucified with Christ yet we live

Abraham’s faith was said to be seeing Him who is invisible

Faith operates on things not seen, they cannot be proved by science nevertheless they are real and true

Faith is being sure without seeing

Faith sings in prison in a hopeless situation

Remember my bonds said Paul, the chained victorious Christian

Unseen forces around us are nevertheless real

Elisha’s young servant saw the physical enemy

Elisha the veteran of faith said “Open his eyes Lord” for there was a mountain full of horses and chariots around them. 2 Kings 6:15-17 “And when the servant of the man of God was risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed the city both with horses and chariots. And his servant said unto him, Alas, my master! how shall we do? 16 And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them. 

17 And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha”.

FAITH AS TRUST – Psalm 34:22 “The LORD redeemeth the soul of his servants: and none of them that trust in him shall be desolate”

Faith is trust. Trust can be defined as resting on the integrity of others. 

Trust is effortless confidence based on the integrity and character of the one in which it is resting

True faith always forms full trust

The Christian fully trust God whose character is perfect. He is utterly dependable, our confidence is full – Hebrews 10:23 “Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)”
Trust is utter certainty, assurance never to be betrayed.

There is no tension in trust. Make a habit of trusting God

Trust precludes anxiety and worry. Anxiety betrays the absence of confident trust

The Lord Jesus Christ is the ultimate illustration of faith as trust

He rebuked his disciples for worry  - Matthew 6:25 “Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?”
Why? Because God knows our needs - Matthew 6:32 “(For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.”
We must fully trust him – 1 Peter 5:7 “Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.”
FAITH AS APPROPRIATION  - John 1:12 “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:”

In John’s gospel the word believe occurs on about 50 occasions.

In each case believe can be replaced by receive

To receive is to take to oneself as one’s own

In Psalm 81:10 we see a nest of small birds with wide open mouths eagerly awaiting to receive a blessing 

Each mouth is fed and closed in satisfaction afterwards

We all have the same spiritual provisions. The greatest saint however appropriates the most 

He lays hold of God’s facts and turns them into experience

In the story of the prodigal son in Luke 15:12 ff the prodigal appropriated his share whilst his elder brother did not appropriate his even after his father said “All that I have is thine”

It is easier to appropriate tangible than spiritual blessings

Love is not enjoyed until received and reciprocated

Forgiveness only comes when believed and accepted

According to your faith [appropriation] be it unto you  - Matthew 9:28-29 “And when he was come into the house, the blind men came to him: and Jesus saith unto them, Believe ye that I am able to do this? They said unto him, Yea, Lord.29 Then touched he their eyes, saying, According to your faith be it unto you.”

OMNIPOTENCE OF FAITH – Mark 9:23 “All things are possible to him that believeth” 
If you have faith as a mustard seed nothing shall be impossible unto you - Matthew 17:10

The man of faith can and does exercise a type of omnipotence 

He cannot use faith to satisfy every whim but he can do anything in the will of God

Faith functions in our co-operation with God Mark 10:27

With God and man united nothing is impossible

With God all that man ought to be, he can be, all that he ought to do, he can do

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me

God demands the impossible of all of us. He says “Be ye therefore perfect”.

We can do all the will of God for our lives for faith makes His strength our strength 

What God demands of us He supplies.

FAITH AND PROMISE – ROMANS 4:20 “He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;”

Faith finds its divine basis in the promises of God

The validity of the promises depends on the character of the person promising. As an example – “Him that cometh to me I will in no way cast out” - John 6:37
If God does not keep His promises God loses His character as he is unchangeable. 

He cannot deny Himself – 2 Timothy 2:13 “If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.”
Promise and performance are inseparably linked. Faith turns promise into performance. 

There are no circumstances in life for which there are no promises

We can however stagger at the promises of God through unbelief. – Hebrews 4:1 “Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it.”
Faith is fully persuaded that what God has promised he is able to perform – Romans 4:21 “And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform.”

THE REST OF FAITH – Hebrews 4:3 “For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest: although the works were finished from the foundation of the world.”

Paradox – Faith inspires the most intense activity but also induces the most complete rest

We who have believed do enter into rest Hebrews 4:3 [see above]

In the Old Testament disbelief hindered God’s people from rest, they rested not due to unbelief - Hebrews 4:6 “Seeing therefore it remaineth that some must enter therein, and they to whom it was first preached entered not in because of unbelief:
In perfect rest the Holy Spirit brings the soul into perfect alignment with the Plan of God. Two wills are in harmony, not one will superimposed over another.

In Canaan Israel experienced rest but it was not complete as they had not removed all their enemies.

Hebrews 4:9-11 “There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. 10 For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his. 11 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief.”

Rest can be entered into by man by faith and ceasing from his own works – Hebrews 4:9-10

God’s rest was not from exhaustion but satisfaction as He had transformed chaos into perfection – Hebrews 4:10

Christ ceased from His completed work of redemption.

The believer is to make every effort to enter that rest but you cannot enter it with disbelief – Hebrews 4:10-11

Faith is not doing, it is resting

When we rest in Christ we cast the full weight of care on Him and let Him bear it

Faith rests in a salvation that the Lord Jesus Christ has purchased. It rests in the victory He has won.

It rests on an indwelling Christ and trusts Him to maintain that victory

DO WE KNOW THE PROMISES OF GOD? 

One of the great problems in the Christian life is ignorance of what the Bible says regarding relationship with God. People know that promises exist in the Bible but are unable to recall them when they need them because they have not taken the time to learn them. It is very difficult to learn while you are under pressure.

In this section promises for three areas of Christian life will be set out in a series of sub groups with a key verse and additional promises as follows

The verses selected are not in order of perceived importance but have been set in Biblical order. The list of Biblical promises is but a selection of those to be found in the Bible as there are said to be some 7000 promises in the word of God and I cite only a few hundred. The areas covered are as follows:- 

PROMISES FOR SPIRITUAL NEEDS

Salvation

Eternal Life

God is with you

God will keep you 

God will give you strength for service

God will teach you the truth

God answers your prayers

God will fill your life with love

You can spiritually mature

The Lord gives you the Spirit

God will give you a new liberty

The importance of faith 

Christ forgives your sins

The Lord brings you hope

The Word of God is alive

God honours obedience

God leaves submission up to you 

God honours holiness

God blesses holy conversation

God will bless your family

God prospers the charitable 

God wants us to live in peace and harmony

God calls us to witness for Him

PROMISES FOR PERSONAL NEEDS

Do you have doubts and fears?

Is it hard not to fall into temptation? 

Do you need peace of mind?

Are you often tempted?

Do you have a guilt complex?

Does your life lack direction?

Are finances always a worry?

Are you unhappy?

Do you need protection?

Is sickness a problem?

What about your friends?

Is a good reputation important?

Do you often feel insecure?

Do you need wisdom?

Are you lonely?

Are you impatient for things to happen?

What if you are persecuted by others?

Are you grieving over others?

Do you feel inadequate or frustrated?

PROMISES FOR FUTURE NEEDS

What does the future hold, the return of Christ

There will be a great resurrection from the dead

You will receive heavenly rewards

THE PROMISES OF GOD

We will now look at the promises of God for the believer. The promises are taken from both Old and New Testaments and while some of the promises deal with the nation Israel the principles given in the promises can be applied to the Church Age confirming the care and love of God for his children.

These sections can be used as a promise notebook but also as a study as pertinent topics have been included in the subdivisions to amplify God’s relationship to us.

[A] PROMISES FOR SPIRITUAL NEEDS

[1] SALVATION

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. Isaiah 53:5

But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name John. 1:12

The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. John 1:29

Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. John 14:6

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Romans 5:8

In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace Ephesians 1:7

Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 1 Peter 2:24

Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot 1 Peter 1:18,19


	But He was wounded and bruised for our sins: the penalty that brings us peace was placed upon Him and due to this our relationship with God is healed. Isaiah 53:5

But to as many as received Him, to them he gave power to become the children of God, even to those believing on His name. John 1:12

The next day John saw Jesus coming towards him, and said, “Look the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world”. John 1:29

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no one comes to God the Father, but by way of Me”. John 14:6

But God showed His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Romans 5:8

In Christ we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.  Ephesians 1:7

Jesus Himself carried our sins in His own body on the cross so that we might finish with sin and should live righteously. By His punishment we were healed. 1 Peter 2:24

For you know that we were not redeemed by things that decay, like silver and gold. They had no power to deliver us from the traditions of our fathers, but the precious blood of Christ did. 1 Peter 1:18,19a




TOPIC 

SALVATION [see page 131]

[2] ETERNAL LIFE

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life. John 6:47

Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live John 11:25

For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Romans 6:23

O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Corinthians 15:55-57

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 1 Thessalonians 4:14

And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. 1 John 5:11,12

These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. 1 John 5:13


	For God so loved the world, that he gave His only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16

Listen to me I tell you, He that believes on Me has everlasting life. John 6:47

Jesus said to her “I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believes in Me, though he was dead, yet shall he live”. John 11:25

For the wage of sin is separation from God but the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Romans 6:23

O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Corinthians 15:55-57

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so those also who have died in Jesus will God bring with Him. 1 Thessalonians 4:14

And this is the truth that God has given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. All who have relationship with the Son have life; and all who have not the Son of God have no life. 1 John 5:11,12

These things have I written to you that believe on the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 1 John 5:13




TOPIC

CHRISTIAN LIFE – ETERNAL LIFE

1. DEFINITION: Life belonging to the ages (Greek word aionios). This is the life of the believer who had a beginning in time but whose life will continue through the other side of death into the infinite future.

2. Mankind was created for eternity. God's purpose was to create a being to enjoy fellowship with forever. 2 Peter 3: 9.

3. The issue for entry into eternal life is faith in Christ. The choice for man is clearly stated in John 3:36, 5:24, Acts 13:46,  Galatians 6:8,  Matthew 25:6.

4. Those who are serious about life and concerned about death ask about it. Matthew 13:40-43, 19:16, Mark 10:17, Luke 10:25, 18:18.

5. The Lord's words provide the answer to the questions about eternal life. John 6:68, Romans 5:20, 21, Romans 6:22, 23.  It is the Lord who gives eternal life, John 5:39, 40, 12:50.

6. The Lord gives eternal life to those who believe on him, John 10:28, 17:2.  The door to fellowship and all that goes with it is opened by faith in him as Saviour. John 3:15,16, Acts 13:48, John 6:40, 47.

“To Eat His Flesh and Drink His Blood” is graphic language to picture his work and our need to appropriate it for ourselves. John 6:54, 4:14.

7. While it may only be fully known in heaven the believer may grasp a glimpse of eternal life here and now by way of anticipation and relationship. Knowing God is a glimpse of eternal life now, John 17:3, and fellowship with him is the joy of every believer now and forever. 1 John 1:1-4, 5:10-12, 20, 1 Timothy 6:12, 19.

8. Eternal life is received in full at the resurrection/rapture when we all receive our new bodies from the Lord. Rewards are received then to enjoy with the Lord forever. We are all urged to live each day with the eternal life perspective in mind, thinking of our place with the Lord forever. Matthew 19:29, 30, Mark 10:29-31, John 12:25, John 4:36, Romans 2:6,7.

9. Eternal Life is the believers hope associated with the Rapture and Resurrection, and should be on our mind through each day, as it sets us apart from the unbelievers who have no such hope. Philippians 3:20, 21, Titus 1:2, 2:13, 3:7, 1 Thessalonians 2:19, 4:13,  1 Peter 1:3,

10. The assurance of eternal life is grounded in the promise of God given through Christ. 1 John 2:24,25, 1 John 5:13-15.

[3] GOD IS WITH YOU

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	And he said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest. Exodus 33:14

And the LORD, he it is that doth go before thee; he will be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear not, neither be dismayed. Deuteronomy 31:8

For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly. Psalm 84:11

And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD your God, and none else: and my people shall never be ashamed. Joel 2:27

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Matthew 28:19,20

Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. John 14:23

I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. John 15:5

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. Romans 8:14


	And he said, “My presence shall go with you, and I will give you rest”. Exodus 33:14

And the Lord, He it is that goes ahead of you; He will be with you, He will not fail or leave you: do not worry or be dismayed. Deuteronomy 31:8

For the Lord God is a sun and shield: the Lord will give grace and glory: no good thing will He keep from those who walk uprightly. Psalm 84:11

And you will know that I am among my people Israel and that I am the Lord your God, and none else: and my people shall never be ashamed. Joel 2:27

Go and teach all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit teaching them to follow all things that I have commanded you: and know I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Matthew 28:19,20

Jesus answered and said unto him, If anyone loves Me, they will keep My words: and My Father will love them, and We will come to them, and live with them. John 14:23

I am the vine, you are the branches, whoever lives in me and I in him will produces much fruit, for without Me you can do nothing. John 15:5

For all that are led by the Spirit of God, they are the children of God. Romans 8:14




TOPICS

CHRISTIAN LIFE – IN CHRIST

1. At the point of salvation, every believer in the Church Age is entered into the Body of Christ, and is therefore united with Christ.  Our position is now, "in Christ".

2. The baptism of the Spirit is how we are united with Christ. (Acts 1:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 4:5) The Holy Spirit places the believer in union with Christ.

3. Positional truth belongs to the carnal as well as the spiritual believer, to the apostate believer as well as to the mature believer. (1 Corinthians 1:2,30)

4. Positional truth protects the believer from divine judgment in eternity. (Romans 8:1)

5. Positional truth qualifies the believer to live with God forever.

a) Eternal life (1 John 5:11,12)

b) Imputation of God's righteousness. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

6. Positional truth is the key to both election and predestination. (Ephesians 1:3-6)

7. Positional truth creates a new creature. (2 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 2:10) based on who and what Christ is, therefore what grace accomplishes - not what changes we make - at salvation or thereafter.

8. Positional truth guarantees the eternal security of the believer. (Romans 8:38,39)

9. Positional truth has two aspects.

a) Past - identification with Christ in His death. (Romans 6; Colossians 2:12; 3:3)

b) Present (and Future) - identification with Christ in His "new resurrection life".

10. Current positional truth implies that the believer shares certain things in union with Christ.

a) Eternal life (1 John 5:11,12)

b) Righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

c) Election (Ephesians 1:4)

d) Destiny. (Ephesians 1:5)

e) Sonship. (John 1:12; 1 John 3:1,2)

f) Heirship. (Romans 8:16,17)

g) Sanctification. (1 Corinthians 1:2,30)

h) Kingdom. (2 Peter 1:11)

i) Priesthood. (Hebrews 10:10-14; 1 Peter 2:5,9).

11. Our new position in Christ means we are and must be separated from the world. Ephesians 2:6

12. As new creatures in Christ, we have a new ministry as ambassadors for Christ  2 Corinthians 5:17-21  1 Corinthians 3:6, 6:4

13. In Christ, we are never alone.  Colossians 3:4, John 17.  We have communion with Him, and with His body (other Christians)

14. We are united with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit forever. We are in the Father, He is in us  Ephesians 4:6. We are in Christ, He is in us  John 14:20, Colossians 1:26. We are in the Spirit, He is in us  Romans 8:9.

15. We are members of His body, branches of His vine, living stones of His building, sheep of His fold, part of his Bride, priests in his kingdom, saints set apart for his glory.

16. The characteristics of positional truth are six-fold.

a) It is not an experience - neither emotional nor ecstatic.

b) It is not progressive - cannot be improved in time or eternity.

c) It is not related to human merit, ability, or human good. Here are the implications of retroactive positional truth. There is no place in the plan of God for human good.

d) It is eternal in nature, it cannot be changed by God, angels or mankind.

e) It is known only through the Word of God.

f) It is obtained in total at the point of salvation.

CHRISTIAN LIFE – INDWELLING OF CHRIST

1. The prophecy of the indwelling of the Lord Jesus Christ. (John 14:18-20)

2. There is a distinction between the indwelling of the Lord Jesus Christ and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

3. The Lord Jesus Christ indwells for fellowship (Galatians 2:20), and a sign of the believer's position. (Romans 8:10)

4. In contrast the Holy Spirit indwells to teach, guide, direct, empower and correct. (John 14:26, 16:8-15, Romans 8:11, 1 Corinthians 6:19-20)

5. The purpose of the indwelling is that the believer may grow in fellowship with the Lord, learning to know and love him more. (Colossians 1:27, Ephesians 3:17-19)

6. We fellowship with the Lord within as we allow the Holy Spirit to teach us through the Word. (John 6:63, 8:31-32, Colossians 3:16)

7. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is permanent even though He may be quenched or grieved, but the Lord Jesus Christ can be locked out of the soul by the presence of sin or a negative attitude towards the Word. (2 Corinthians 13:5)

8. When the Lord is locked out, the Holy Spirit convicts the believer, the believer is miserable, with the Lord knocking at the door for admission. (1 John 1:9, Revelation 3:19-20)

[4] GOD WILL KEEP YOU 

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. Psalm 23

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth thee will not slumber. Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. Psalm 121:3,4

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt revive me: thou shalt stretch forth thine hand against the wrath of mine enemies, and thy right hand shall save me. Psalm 138:7

He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young. Isaiah 40:11

My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. John 10:29

And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are. John 17:11

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Romans 8:28,29

For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:38,39

So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 1 Corinthians 1:7-9

Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: Philippians 1:6

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 1 Peter 1:3-5

Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy Jude 24


	The Lord is my shepherd; I shall lack nothing. He makes me to lie down in green pastures: He leads me beside the still waters. He restores my soul: He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake. Yes, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for You are with me; Your rod and staff they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies: You anoint my head with oil; my cup of blessing runs over. Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. Psalm 23

He will never allow you to stumble because He that keeps you is always watching and never sleeping. Psalm 121:3-4

Though I am surrounded by troubles You will bring me safely through them, You will clench your fist against the anger of my enemies and Your power will save me. Psalm 138:7

He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: He shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them close and shall gently lead those that are with young. Isaiah 40:11

My Father, who gave them to Me is greater than all; and no man is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand. John 10:29

Now I am leaving the world, and leaving them behind and coming to You. Holy Father keep them in Your own care, all those who You have given me so that they may be united just as we are with none missing. John 17:11

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, for those who are active in the plan of God. For these who He knew would become believers He also planned that they might be like His Son, and that His Son would be the first with many brothers. Romans 8:28,29

For I am absolutely convinced that death, life, angels, principalities,  powers, things present, things to come, height, depth, or any other thing shall never ever be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:38,39

So that you do not fall behind in spiritual gifts during the time of waiting for the return of the Lord Jesus Christ He will also hold you to the end, that you may be counted free from sin on the day that Christ returns. God is faithful, by whom you were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 1 Corinthians 1:7-9

I am very sure that God who has begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of the return of Jesus Christ: Philippians 1:6

All honour to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His boundless mercy has given to us a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. We now have a permanent unchanging inheritance reserved in heaven by the power of God protected through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 1 Peter 1:3-5

God is able to keep you from falling, and to present you free from sin before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy Jude 24




TOPIC

CHRISTIAN LIFE – ETERNAL SECURITY

1. When a person truly trusts Jesus Christ for salvation, he is saved forever.  He cannot lose his salvation.

2. POSITIONAL APPROACH (Romans 8:38-39)

We are united with Christ ("in Christ").  Absolutely nothing can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ.

3. LOGICAL APPROACH (Romans 8:32, Romans 5)

As unbelievers we are enemies of God (Romans 5), as believers we are his children. If he did the most for his enemies what will he do for his children? This excludes loss of salvation for he saved us while we were his enemies.

4. GOD'S HANDS APPROACH (John 10:28, Psalm 37:24)

Neither shall anyone seize them out of my hand. God is all powerful.

5. EXPERIENTIAL APPROACH (2 Timothy 2:12-13)

If we deny Christ He is going to deny us rewards (context=suffering and rewards). If we renounce Him, HE REMAINS FAITHFUL. The believer is in Christ and Christ indwells the believer. He cannot deny Himself.

6. THE FAMILY APPROACH (Galatians 3:26, John 1:12)

When you believe in Christ you are born again as a child of God. You cannot be unborn, once a child always a child.

7. THE INHERITANCE APPROACH (1 Peter 1:4-5)

We have an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled which fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for us who are kept by the power of God.  Perfect tense - it will always be reserved, since it is kept by God, not us.

8. THE SOVEREIGNTY APPROACH (2 Peter 3:9, Jude 24)

He is not willing that any should perish - refers to the whole human race (2 Peter 3:9) Now unto him who is able to keep you from falling (from perishing). Once you are saved, it is His will that you don't perish.

9. THE BODY APPROACH (1 Corinthians 12:21, Colossians 1:18)

Christ is the head, we are the members of the body.  If any are lost, the body of Christ is incomplete.

10. THE GREEK TENSE APPROACH (Ephesians 2:8-9)

"For by Grace are ye saved". Perfect tense of the verb "sozo". For by Grace have you been saved in the past so that you go on being saved forever.

11. THE SEALING MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT APPROACH (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 1:13, 4:30)

In the ancient world the seal was a guarantee for protection. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit guarantees our security. 

[5] GOD WILL GIVE YOU STRENGTH FOR SERVICE

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. My help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and earth. Psalm 121:1,2

Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness. Isaiah 41:10

But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. Isaiah 40:31

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. Acts 1:8

And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 2 Corinthians 12:9

That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man Ephesians 3:16

I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. Philippians 4:13


	I will raise my eyes to the hills, from where my help comes. My help comes from the Lord who made heaven and earth. Psalm 121:1,2

Do not be afraid for I am with you. Do not be dismayed because I am your God. I will strengthen you; yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand. Isaiah 41:10

They that wait upon the Lord will renew their strength; they will mount up with wings like eagles; they will run, and not be weary; and they will walk, and not faint. Isaiah 40:31

You shall receive power after the Holy Spirit has come upon you and you will be witnesses to Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria and to the remotest ends of the earth. Acts 1:8

He said to me, My grace is sufficient for you for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Therefore with joy I will give glory in my weakness that the power of Christ may be shown by me. 2 Corinthians 12:9

That out of His glorious, unlimited resources he will give you the mighty inner strengthening of the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 3:16

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4:13




TOPIC

CHRISTIAN LIFE – SERVICE

1. Our duty is to surrender our entire lives to God. (Romans 12:1)

2. Willingness is essential. (Judges 5:2, 8:25, Isaiah 1:19, 2 Corinthians 8:3)

3. Service in the big things requires by faithfulness in the small things.

4. Monotony and difficulties are transformed into the opportunities with the correct attitude (Matthew 6:33)

5. Everything we do should be "as unto the Lord" (Colossians 3:17)

6. Service to Christ is acceptable to God and approved of men (Romans 14:18)

7. Our work should be completed. (John 4:34, 17:4, Acts 20:24, 2 Timothy 4:7)

8. The example of Christ. (Matthew 20:28, Luke 22:27, Philippians 2:7)

9. Qualities of our service:-

a) It is demanded. (Hebrews 12:28)

b) It should be immediate. (Matthew 21:28)

c) It is abundant. (1 Corinthians 15:58)

d) It is according to ability. (Matthew 25:22, Luke 12:48)

e) It is in co-operation with God. (2 Corinthians 6:1)

f) Must be exclusive (Luke 16:13)

g) In the power of the spirit (Romans 1:9)

h) Undertaken in Godly fear (Hebrews 12:28)

i) Motivated by love (Galatians 5:13)

10. It is:-

a) Following Christ (John 12:26)

b) For him whom all Christians serve (Colossians 3;24)

c) Service to God (Acts 27:23).

11. It requires:-

a) Turning from idols (1 Thessalonians 1:9)

b) Fasting and prayer (Luke 2:37)

c) Ministry of the Word (Acts 6:1-4).

12. Benefits of Service:-

a) It glorifies God. (Matthew 5:16, John 15:8)

b) It enriches life. (1 Timothy 6:18-19)

c) It gives a pattern for imitation. (Titus 2:7)

d) It encourages others in their tasks. (Hebrews 10:24)

e) It shows neighbourliness. (Luke 10:36-37)

f) It lightens life's burdens. (Galatians 6:2,16)

g) It demonstrates love. (John 21:15-17)

h) It demonstrates faith. (James 2:17-18, 1 Peter 2:12)

i) It is Christlike. (John 13:12-15)

[6] GOD WILL TEACH YOU THE TRUTH

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye. Psalm 32:8

He revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with him. Daniel 2:22

If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself. John 7:17

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. John 14:26

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. John 16:13

For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. 1 Corinthians 13:12

But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 2 Corinthians 2:9,10

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him Ephesians 1:17


	I will instruct you and teach you in the way which you should go: I will guide you precision. Psalm 32:8

He reveals the deep and secret things: He knows what is in the darkness, and the light dwells with Him. Daniel 2:22

If any man will do His will, he will know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself. John 7:17

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Spirit, who the Father will send in My name will teach you all things, and bring all things to your memory, whatever I have said to you. John 14:26

When the Spirit of truth is come, He will guide you into all truth: for He shall not speak of Himself; but what He shall hear from Me, that shall He speak: and He will show you things to come. John 16:13

For now we see through a glass faintly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. 1 Corinthians 13:12

It is written, “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither has it entered into the heart of man, the things which God has prepared for those that love Him”. But God has revealed them to us by His Spirit who searches out and shows us all of God’s deepest secrets. 2 Corinthians 2:9,10

The God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, can give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him Ephesians 1:17




TOPICS

CHRISTIAN LIFE – IGNORANCE

1. On a number of occasions believers are commanded not to be ignorant.  As the Bible is the mind of Christ (1Corinthians 2:16) the more we know about the Scriptures the less our ignorance of God's viewpoint.

2. The areas of ignorance deal with past, present and future events.

3. PAST - Due to pride.

That God's righteousness is by faith rather than by man's works. (Romans 10:3) "For they being ignorant of God's righteousness and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God."

That God has a future for Israel (Romans 11:25,26).

That believers should not be ignorant of history or the Scriptures pertaining to how God dealt with Israel in the past (1Corinthians 10:1-4).

4. PRESENT - Due to immaturity of the believer.

To the existence and use of spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12:1).

To the use of suffering in the Christian life for development (2 Corinthians 1:8).

To Satan's devices in deceiving believers (2 Corinthians 2:11).

5. FUTURE - To the existence of the translation or rapture of the Church as a source of comfort to church age believers (1Thessalonians 4:13-18).

CHRISTIAN LIFE – BLESSING OF THE BELIEVER

1. Scripture views blessing as a sense of "peace and happiness". Peace (eirene) in the New Testament means both inner tranquillity of soul and great prosperity of Life. This is Paul’s prayer for all believers that they might know the blessing of true God given prosperity. Romans 1:7, 1 Corinthians 1:3, 2 Corinthians 1:2, Galatians 1:3, Colossians 1:2, Ephesians 1:2, Philippians 1:2, 1 Thessalonians 1:1, 2 Thessalonians 1:2, 1 Timothy 1:2, 2 Timothy 1:2, Titus 1:4, Philemon 3

2. To be spiritually minded is peace, (Romans 8:6), i.e. to be thinking as God would have us think. Peace means contentment, tranquillity and spiritual prosperity in life. Paul uses this prayer as a greeting in many of his letters. It is similar to the Hebrew greeting, Shalom, which implies peace and prosperity.
3. Blessing comes by giving God and His righteousness first place. The details of life such as money, house, car, job, marriage partner are then able to be sorted out correctly. Matthew 6:31-34, 1Corinthians 10:13, cf.  Philippians 4:11. 

4. Believers should not have it as their aim in Life to be the richest person in the cemetery. Luke 12:16-21. Having eyes on money first is a foolish thing. Matthew 6:21 cf. James 5:1-6. Godliness and contentment are God's will for your life, irrespective of wealth or possessions (1 Timothy 6:6-12)
5. Our intimate relationship with Jesus Christ is our treasure (2 Corinthians 4:6-7).

6. We have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in Christ - we share everything that He is (Ephesians 1:3)

7. God often uses material blessings to accompany spiritual blessing (3 John 2).  However, we are to be content in all circumstances (Philippians 4:11-13)

8. Blessings from God include such things as:

a) Peace (Psalm 29:11)

b) Comfort (Matthew 5:4)

c) Riches (Proverbs 10:22)

d) Rain (Ezekiel 34:26)

9. The believers who enjoy God's blessings are:

a) Righteous (Psalm 5:12)

b) Just (Proverbs 3:33)

c) Faithful (Proverbs 28:20)

d) Pure in heart (Psalm 24:4,5)

10. God's blessings are secured by:

a) Delighting in His Word (Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:1 -3)

b) Obeying the Word (Deuteronomy 28:1,2; James 1:25)

c) Teaching from the Word (Psalm 94:12; Hebrews 12:5-11)

d) Kindness to Jews (Genesis 12:3; Psalm 122:6).

e) Generosity (Proverbs 11:26; Malachi 3:10)

f) Walking in God's way (Psalm 128:1-4)

g) Prayer (James 5:16).

11. There are blessings in the book of the Revelation for those who

a) Those who heed the words of the book - 1:3, 22:7

b) Those who die in the Lord - 14:13

c) Those who are alert in the Tribulation regarding the Second Advent  16:15

d) Those who attend the marriage supper of the Lamb - 19:9

e) Those who are part of the first resurrection - 20:6

f) Those who as believers will have eternal blessings in heaven. - 22:14 

[7] GOD ANSWERS YOUR PRAYERS

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles. Psalm 34:17

And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear. Isaiah 65:24

If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 2 Chronicles 7:14

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you Matthew 7:7

If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. John 15:7

He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? Romans 8:32

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 4:16

And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. 1 John 3:22

And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us 1 John 5:14


	When the righteous calls for help the Lord hears and delivers them out of all their troubles. Psalm 34:17

I will answer them before they even call to Me. While they are still talking to Me about their needs I will go ahead and answer their prayers. Isaiah 65:24

If my people, which are called by My name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 2 Chronicles 7:14

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.   Matthew 7:7

If you stay close to Me, and My words live in you, you shall ask what you will, and it shall be done unto you. John 15:7

He that spared not his own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall he not with Him also freely give us all things? Romans 8:32

Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 4:16

And whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him, because we keep His commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in His sight. 1 John 3:22

And this is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask any thing according to His will, He hears us.   1 John 5:14




TOPIC

CHRISTIAN LIFE – PRAYER

1. We may know the provision of God but we must communicate with Him in order to obtain this provision.

a) Prayer is the believer's means of communicating with God.

b) The Bible is God's way of communicating with man.

2. Promises Involving Prayer

a) Matthew 21:22 We should ask believing.

b) Matthew 18:19 The power of corporate prayer.

c) Psalm 116:1, 2 God is always available to hear our prayer.

d) Isaiah 65:24 God will answer while we are yet praying.

e) Matthew 7:7 We are commanded to pray.

f) John 14:13-14 We can ask for anything in His name.

g) Philippians 4:6 The prayer should be with thanksgiving.

h) 1 Thessalonians 5:17 We should pray without ceasing.

i) Hebrews 4:16 We can come boldly to the throne of Grace.

3. Prayer Divided into 4 Segments

a) Confession of sins (1 John 1:9)

b) Thanksgiving (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

c) Intercession for others (Ephesians 6:18)

d) Petitions for one's own needs (Hebrews 4:16)

4.  Power of Prayer

a) Individual - Elijah and the burnt offering (1 Kings 18:36-39)

b) Corporate - the release of Peter from prison (Acts 12:1-18)

5.  One Prayer that could not be Answered 

The prayer of our Lord on the Cross (Psalm 22:1-18)

6.  To Whom are Prayers Addressed?

a) Directed to the Father - (Matthew 6:5-9) 

b) In the name of the Son - (Hebrews 7:25)

c) In the power of the Spirit - (Romans 8:26-27)

The Son (Jesus) and Spirit are interceding for us.

7.  Prayers can be Divided into Petition and Desire

a) Petition - What you ask God for (e.g. a new car).

b) Desire - The desire behind the petition (e.g. happiness because you have a new car).

8.  Four Possible Combinations

a) Petition answered - Desire not answered.  Psalm 106:15 - The quails of the Exodus generation.  1 Samuel 8:5 - A king to reign over Israel.

b) Petition not answered - Desire answered. Genesis 18:23 - The preservation of Sodom.  2 Corinthians 12:7 - Removal of the thorn in Paul's side.

c) Petition answered - Desire answered.  1 Kings 18:36-37 - Elijah requests fire for the offering.  Luke 23:42 -The penitent thief's prayer.  This represents the perfect prayer.

d) Petition not answered - Desire not answered.  Unanswered prayer has 8 main reasons which are shown in paragraph 9.

9.  Reasons for Unanswered Prayer

a) Lack of belief (Matthew 21:22)

b) Selfishness (James 4:3)

c) Unconfessed sin (Psalm 66:18)

d) Lack of compassion (Proverbs 21:13)

e) Pride and self righteousness (Job 35:12-13)

f) Lack of filling of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:18)

g) Lack of obedience (1 John 3:22)

h) Not in the Divine will (1 John 5:14)

Most of the reasons for unanswered prayer result from some form of sin in the life, which can be solved by confession of known sins as per paragraph 3 a) under the concept of 1John 1:9.

10.  Intercessory Prayer

a) This is one of the four factors in a prayer, which are:-

i) Confession of sins

ii) Thanksgiving

iii) Intercession

iv) Own needs.

b) The power of intercessory prayer is taught in 1 Kings 18:42-46 the principle being found in James 5:16-18

c) The power of prevailing prayer is shown in Acts 12

d) The prayer for the unbeliever (Romans 10:1)

e) Prayer for an unknown believer (Colossians 1:3-11)

f) Prayer for the known believer (Ephesians 1:15-23)

[8] GOD WILL FILL YOUR LIFE WITH LOVE

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. John 14:21

As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. John 15:9,10

For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:38,39

Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. 1 John 4:7

Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 1 John 4:10

And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. 1 John 4:16

There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. 1 John 4:18
	He that knows My commandments and keeps them loves Me, and he that loves Me shall be loved by my Father, and I will love him, and will show Myself to him. John 14:21

As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you: continue to live in My love. If you keep My commandments, you shall live in My love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and live in His love. John 15:9,10

For I am absolutely convinced that death, life, angels, principalities,  powers, things present, things to come, height, depth, or any other thing shall never ever be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:38,39

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God, and every one that loves is born of God, and knows God. 1 John 4:7

This is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the total payment for our sins. 1 John 4:10

We have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love; and he who remains in love remains in God, and God remains in him. 1 John 4:16

We need to have no fear of someone who loves us perfectly; His perfect love for us eliminates all dread of what He might do to us and shows that we are not fully convinced that He really loves us. 1 John 4:18




TOPIC

LOVE

1. Love for God is total appreciation for all He is and has done.

2. Words for love in Greek language 

a) eros (sexual love) not used in the New Testament

b) storge (comradeship) not used in New Testament

c) agape (concerned love for others, great esteem for the loved one, reverence, a love that springs from adoration and veneration, and is a love of the will that chooses the loved one and devotes self to them to the exclusion of lesser objects.  It may mean a self denying and compassionate devotion to the loved one)

d) phile (a love that embraces and kisses. This love is that of the affections and speaks of friendship and all one will do for a friend).

3. Our Lord makes it clear to Peter in John 21:15-19 that he wants Peter to love him with agape love that flows from a deep occupation with the Lord. Agape, as a love of the will, must work out in service of the Lord and this will express the believers love (agape) for other believers also. 

4. Do not love the things the world has to offer. 1 John 2:15-17.

5. True love of God will always lead to love of the brethren.  1  John 1:3 -11,  1 John 3:1-3, 10, 4:7 -12, 19,  

6. Love is expressed in worship and in service. 1 John 5:1-5.

7. Love for God will flow and grow from knowledge of his word.  1 Corinthians 2:9.  

8. This deep love will be expressed in witness for the Lord to others,  2 Corinthians 5:14. 

9. God loves every believer with perfect and unchanging love because we are united with His beloved Son.

[9] YOU CAN SPIRITUALLY MATURE

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. Psalm 92:12

That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: Ephesians 4:14,15

Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: Philippians 1:6

And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment that ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ. Philippians 1:9,10

That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God Colossians 1:10

And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Peter 1:5-8


	The godly shall flourish like the palm tree and shall grow tall like the cedar of Lebanon. Psalm 92:12

Believers from now on should not be children, tossed to and fro, and disturbed by stories told by the cunning evil of men who lie in wait to deceive; but speaking the truth in love grow up in union with our Head, the Lord Jesus Christ, in all things. Ephesians 4:14,15

I am very sure that God who has begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of the return of Jesus Christ: Philippians 1:6

My prayer is that your love may continue to increase as well as knowledge and all judgment that you may see clearly things that are excellent and be pure and blameless until the day of Christ’s appearing. Philippians 1:9,10

We must walk worthy of the Lord, pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God Colossians 1:10

You need to actively grow adding to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge; to knowledge self control; to self control patience; to patience godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness and to brotherly kindness love. For if these things are in you, and increase they give evidence that you will not be barren but you become fruitful and useful to our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Peter 1:5-8




TOPIC

CHRISTIAN LIFE – MATURITY – CROSS TO THE CROWN

1. Salvation is only the beginning of the plan for man. After salvation the believer's objective is to advance in stages of spiritual growth on the path from the Cross to the Crown.

2. At each stage the believer faces increasingly intense tests that can only be passed by faith. Paul in Romans 1:17 says believers progress from faith to faith. The five Hebrew words for faith illustrate the five stages of growth described in the New Testament.

a) The Babe - 1 Peter 2:2 - AMAN - the leaning faith of Genesis 15:6

All believers enter the family of God as infants when they exercise faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. After the tremendous stress of birth, of coming from darkness into the light the infant's impulse is to nurse.  The objective is nourishment but the baby also receives great comfort in feeding. God's objective for the spiritual infant is for growth, but He commences this with comfort. Not much is expected of a baby in his first few years; he cannot feed or change himself.  Spiritual infants are just as helpless and need a great deal of nurturing, encouragement and patient encouragement and patient instruction.

b)  The Adolescent - 1 John 2:13-14 - BATACH - the wrestling faith of Psalm 37:3

Adolescents are young, strong and eager believers. This is the stage where people have grown to the point at which they understand some of the principles of truth and are beginning to apply them to their lives.  But like most adolescents, they have the growing pains of arrogance and rebellion against authority; they are sometimes too eager to act on their own, and this often gets them into trouble. 

They have knowledge which they mistake for wisdom, but they lack the experience. Their tendency is to want to apply the truth to other people's lives.  Adolescents may be troublesome, but at least they are not apathetic. They must be patiently trained and encouraged to channel their energies. No one makes it to maturity without passing through adolescence.

c) The Mature - Hebrews 5:14, 6:1 - CHASAH - the confident faith that takes refuge in the Lord - Psalm 57:1

The mature believer is able to take meat, the advance doctrine of the Word. A believer who has arrived at spiritual maturity knows enough about the Bible to take responsibility for his own life. He knows how to apply the Word of God to himself so rather than airing all his problems he knows how to solve them.  

He is not ready to take on every one else's problems but he can take control of his own life. He understands that God has a plan for his life and sets about fulfilling that plan. He gives himself to training and discipline, exercising himself and building spiritual muscle.

d) The Hero of Faith - Isaiah 53:12, Hebrews 11 - YACHAL - the healing faith of Job 13:15

Heroes of faith are men and women who have gone beyond maturity and have learned to fight the good fight. They have advanced beyond simply taking responsibility for their own lives to becoming responsible for the lives of other people.  

They are always willing to pick up fallen comrades, to treat their wounds, to encourage them and supply their needs. Heroes of the faith still make mistakes, they still fail but they always stand back up and go back into battle.

e) The Friend of God - James 2:23-25 - QAWAH - the enduring faith of Isaiah 40:31

The highest of all possible achievements in life is to become a friend of God. Every believer has the potential and the assets necessary to reach this point, but very few Christians do. It takes persistency and tenacity. The only people who make it this far are those who absolutely refuse to quit.

[10] THE LORD GIVES YOU THE SPIRIT

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. John 14:16,17

But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: John 15:26

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 1 Corinthians 3:16 

But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. 1 Corinthians 12:11

For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 1 Corinthians 12:13

In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory. Ephesians 1:13,14


	Jesus Christ has asked the Father who gave us another Comforter and He lives in us forever. This is the Spirit of Truth who the world of unbelievers cannot receive for they do not see or know Him, but believers know Him because He dwelt with them and now lives in them. John 14:16,17

The Holy Spirit, the Comforter sent by Jesus Christ, has a ministry of testifying regarding Christ. John 15:26

Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 1 Corinthians 3:16 

The Holy Spirit gives spiritual gifts to all believers in accordance with their role in the Plan of God. 1 Corinthians 12:11

For by one Spirit, the Holy Spirit we are all formed into one body, whether we are Jews or Gentiles, whether we are slaves or free; and have all been given the one Spirit. 1 Corinthians 12:13

After trusting in Christ, having heard the Word of Truth, the gospel of your salvation, you were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise which is the guarantee of our eternal future inheritance with God until we meet with Christ at His coming to the praise of His glory. Ephesians 1:13,14



TOPICS

HOLY SPIRIT – COMFORTER

The Holy Spirit is the Comforter (paraclete = one called alongside to help)

1. He abides forever with the saints. (John 14:16)

2. He dwells in the saints and is known by them. (John 14:17)

3. He teaches the saints. (John 14:26)

4. He imparts hope. (Romans 15:13, Galatians 5:5)

5. He gives us the love of God. (Romans 5:3-5)

6. He testifies of Christ. (John 15:26)

7. He communicates joy to the saints. (Romans 14:17, Galatians 5:22, 1 Thessalonians 1:6)

8. He edifies the church. (Acts 9:31)

HOLY SPIRIT – MINISTRY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

1. TO THE UNBELIEVER

a) RESTRAINING (2 Thessalonians 2:7)

If unbelievers were unrestrained in the Church Age the one world system which Satan is trying to establish would come. After the rapture of the Church it will come.

b) CONVICTING (John 16:7-11)

i) Sin - the barrier which remains in unbelief.

ii) Righteousness - God is totally righteous, man is only relatively righteous and needs God's righteousness for salvation.

iii) Judgement - Satan and all unbelievers are judged.

c) REGENERATION (John 3:5)

Man without the spirit cannot understand spiritual things. The Gospel is spiritual, the Holy Spirit makes the gospel a reality to the unbeliever when one believes and is "born again" or regenerated. (1 Corinthians 2:14)

2. TO THE BELIEVER AT SALVATION

a) Regeneration (John 3:1-16, Titus 3:5)

b) Baptism (Acts 1:5, 1 Corinthians 12:13, Ephesians 4:5) We are baptized into union with Jesus Christ and become part of the body of Christ.  This is not to be confused with the Filling of the Holy Spirit.

c) Indwelling (Romans 8:9, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20) From salvation on the believer is indwelt by the Spirit.

d) Sealing (2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 1:13, 4:30). This ministry relates to your future with God, the guarantee of eternal security.

e) Distribution of spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12:11) Each believer receives a spiritual gift at the point of salvation in order to function in the body of Christ.

3. TO THE BELIEVER AFTER SALVATION (Spirituality)

The Ministry of the Holy Spirit after salvation is the means by which we live the Christian life ordained by God (Ephesians 2:10, 5:18)

a) The Filling of the Holy Spirit (spirituality through confession of sin and surrender of the life). (1 John 1:9 Ephesians 5:18)

b) The character of Jesus Christ is produced by the believer when he is filled with the Spirit. (Galatians 4:19, 5:22, 23)

c) Glorification of Christ (John 7:39, 16:14, 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20)

d) Fulfilment of the Law. (Romans 8:2-4)

[11] GOD WILL GIVE YOU A NEW LIBERTY

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound Isaiah 61:1

And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. John 8:32

If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. John 8:36

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. John 16:13

But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. Romans 6:22

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. Romans 8:2-4

Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 2 Corinthians 3:17


	The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord has anointed me to preach good tidings to the meek; He has sent me to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison for those that are bound.  Isaiah 61:1

And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. John 8:32

Therefore if the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed. John 8:36

When the Spirit of truth is come, He will guide you into all truth: for He shall not speak of Himself; but what He shall hear from Me, that shall He speak: and He will show you things to come. John 16:13

But now you are free from the power of sin and are slaves of God. His benefits to you include holiness and everlasting life. Romans 6:22

For the power of the life giving Spirit which is mine through Christ Jesus has freed me from the vicious circle of sin and death. We are not saved from sin’s grasp by knowing the commandments of God because we can’t and don’t keep them but God has put into effect a different plan to save us. He sent His Son in a human body like ours, except that ours is sinful, and destroyed sin’s control over us by giving Himself as a sacrifice for our sins. So now we can obey God’s laws if we are controlled by His Holy Spirit and no longer obey the old evil nature within us. Romans 8:2-4

Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty. 2 Corinthians 3:17




TOPIC

CHRISTIAN LIFE – LAWS OF LIBERTY AND RESPONSIBILITY 

1. THE LAW WHICH WE ARE NOT UNDER - THE MOSAIC LAW

Christ fulfilled the requirements of the Mosaic Law (Matthew 5:17).   If the Holy Spirit has control over us we automatically fulfil the righteousness of the Law.

2. THE LAW OF LIBERTY

This law is directed towards oneself. Biblically speaking you have the right to do certain things that will not cause you personally to fail the Lord in any way. (1 Corinthians 8:8)

3. THE LAW OF LOVE

This law takes other believers into consideration. In effect this law says that because of your love for the weaker brethren and in order not to offend or upset them you refrain from doing certain things which you have the liberty to do. 

You refrain not because they are wrong in themselves but rather you wish to help other believers rather than hinder them. (1 Corinthians 8:9)

4. THE LAW OF EXPEDIENCY

This law concerns the unbeliever. It is expedient that your life tells the world of Christ. The unbeliever has set up standards of conduct for the Christian. 

Therefore you refrain from or do certain legitimate things - not because they are wrong but because they may offend an unbeliever and prevent him from seeing the real issue that Christ Died For His Sins (1 Corinthians 9, 20-23)

5. THE LAW OF SUPREME SACRIFICE

This law is directed towards God. It involves the believer forsaking a completely legitimate function in life in order to more perfectly serve the Lord. Missionaries often function under this law when they live in primitive conditions on the mission field. This law can also operate under Australian conditions. (Matthew 3:1-6)

6. PRINCIPLE:

As Christians we have liberty, but total freedom for ourselves may enslave others. We have to use our liberty in such a responsible manner that it does not infringe on the liberty of others. As Christians we must act responsibly. (Ephesians 5:15)

[12] THE IMPORTANCE OF FAITH 

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, Acts 16:31

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God Romans 5:1,2

So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. Romans 10:17

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. Galatians 5:22,23

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God, not of works, lest any man should boast. Ephesians 2:8,9

But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. Hebrews 11:6

For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 1 John 5:4,5


	For God so loved the world, that he gave His only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved, Acts 16:31

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God Romans 5:1,2

So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God. Romans 10:17

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. Galatians 5:22,23

For by grace are you saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God, not of works, in case any man should boast. Ephesians 2:8,9

But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for He that comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him. Hebrews 11:6

For whoever is born of God overcomes the world: and this is the victory that overcomes the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcomes the world, but he that believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 1 John 5:4,5




TOPICS 

CHRISTIAN LIFE – FAITH

1. The Christian life can be divided into three sections or stages.

a) Stage 1 - Salvation.

b) Stage 2 - The Christian Walk

c) Stage 3 - The Christian in Heaven.

2. Man has three means of obtaining knowledge:

a) Faith - to believe or trust that something is true

b) Reasoning - using human logic to deduce that something is true

c) Experimentation - to test and prove something to satisfy yourself that it is true

3. The only acceptable method of gaining grace is by faith, since this means depending upon God without our human merit.

a) Stage 1 - Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved - salvation (Acts 16:31).

b) Stage 2 - Trusting in the promises and principles of the Word of God - the Christian walk.

c) Stage 3 - Trusting in God's provision - Heaven.

4. To illustrate belief and unbelief we follow the Jews from the plagues in Egypt to crossing the Jordan:

	Incident
	God’s Promise
	Scripture
	Response
	Result

	Last plague
	Passover Lamb
	Exodus 12:21-30
	Trust
	Jews spared last plague.

	Egyptian Army
	Red Sea Crossing
	Exodus 14:1-31
	Trust
	Moses leads Jews over Red Sea.

	No Water
	Water
	Exodus 17:1-7
	Trust
	By striking rock (Christ) water obtained.

	Gold Calf
	God's Doctrine
	Exodus 32:15-28
	Distrust
	Sons of Levi (Priests) slaughtered for leading

	Quails
	Manna
	Num 11:10-33
	Distrust
	Many deaths due to quails

	Giants
	Enter Canaan
	Num 13:1-14:38
	Distrust
	Death of fearful spies. Wandering in desert

	No water
	Water
	Num 20:2-13
	Distrust
	Moses strikes rock in disobedience. Will not enter Promised Land.

	Wanderings
	Cross Jordan
	Joshua 3:1-17
	Trust
	Israel crosses Jordan on dry ground


5. Salvation faith is the complete trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, who died for your sins and rose from the dead to give you eternal life.  (Acts 16:31, Romans 4:20-25)

6. Anything added to becomes works, and therefore nullifies faith (Romans 4:4)

7. Faith is shown outwardly by confession with the mouth. (Romans 10:9-10)

8. Since faith does not depend on our own abilities, anybody can believe.  Even little children (Matthew 18:2-4)

9. Assurance is by faith (Hebrews 10:22)

10. Faith is trust which does not ask to know all about God but believe all that God has said.

11. Salvation faith receives Christ as Saviour and Lord. (John 1:12, 3:16, 3:36)

12. Faith of salvation is the complete trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as having been delivered from our transgressions and raised again for our justification. (Romans 4:20-25)

13. By Faith God gives the soul assurance of the reality of things never yet seen by the natural man. (Hebrews 11:1-3)

14. The triumphs of faith in daily life are illustrated for the believer in Hebrews 11:1-39. Abel, Noah, Moses etc.

15. Faith comes from hearing and hearing from the Word of God. (Romans 10:17)

16. Faith is the only non meritorious means of understanding things the other being rationalism and empiricism.

17. To become like a little child is an analogy to faith as a young child only has faith. (Matthew 18:2-4)

CHRISTIAN LIFE – FAITH – OVERCOMING BY FAITH

1. By faith learn to accept conditions as God's will for life and be thankful - Romans 8:28, 1 Thessalonians 3:3; 5:18

2. By faith maintain fellowship with God, walking in the light - 1 John 1:7

3. By faith consistently day by day examine your conduct, confessing all known sins - 1 Corinthians 11:28, 31, 1 John 1:9

4. By faith receive the Word of God daily as being more necessary than daily food - Matthew 4:4; 5:6, 2 Peter 3:18

5. By faith approach the throne of grace boldly in every case of need, requesting aid, casting every care on Him - Hebrews 4:15-16; 1 Peter 5:7

6. By faith resist the attempts of Satan and he will flee from you - Ephesians 6:10-13, 1 Peter 5:8

7. By faith maintain the habit of thinking and meditating on spiritual values and priorities - Philippians 4:6-9

8. Walk by faith and not by sight - 2 Corinthians 5:7

[13] CHRIST FORGIVES YOUR SINS

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us. Psalm 103:12

Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. Isaiah 1:18

For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. I Corinthians 11:31

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 2 Corinthians 5:21

And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Thessalonians 5:23

Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. Titus 2:14

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9

My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous 1 John 2:1

I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his name's sake. I John 2:12


	As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our sins from us. Psalm 103:12

Come now, and let us discuss together, says the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. Isaiah 1:18

For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. I Corinthians 11:31

For He has made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we could have the righteousness of God in Him. 2 Corinthians 5:21

May the God of peace Himself make you entirely pure and devoted to God; and may your spirit, soul and body be kept strong and blameless until the day when our Lord Jesus Christ comes back again. 1 Thessalonians 5:23

He died under God’s judgment for our sins so that He could rescue us from constantly falling into sin and make us His very own people with cleansed hearts and a real enthusiasm for doing kind things for others. Titus 2:14

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9

My little children, these things I write to you that you may stay away from sin. However if we sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous One. 1 John 2:1

I write to you little children, because your sins are forgiven in the name of Jesus the Saviour. I John 2:12
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CHRISTIAN LIFE – FORGIVENESS – DIVINE FORGIVENESS

There are two types of Divine forgiveness for the believer, Judicial Forgiveness and Parental Forgiveness. 

[A] JUDICIAL FORGIVENESS: 

1. Scope of Forgiveness - Judicial forgiveness is a once-for-all forgiveness of the penalty and punishment of all sin, past, present and future.

2. Setting of Forgiveness - Courtroom of Heaven

3. Presiding Judge - Almighty God

4. Sole Requirement for Forgiveness – Faith alone in Christ alone with no "works" either necessary or possible on the part of the sinner.

5. Result of Judicial Forgiveness: 

[a] Eternal Life and an eternal relationship with the Triune God. 

[b] You become the beneficiary of every spiritual blessing in the Heavenly places in Christ. 

[c]You become a partaker of all that Christ has done, all that He is, and all that He ever will be.

[d] You are now in an eternal union with the Lord Jesus Christ

[e] You are permanently indwelled by God the Holy Spirit

[f] You receive temporal blessings on earth

[g] You receive Peace with God

[B] PARENTAL FORGIVENESS  - 1 John 1:9

1. When is it Required? - As soon as sin in the Christian’s life is discovered.

2. How is Parental forgiveness obtained? By honest, frank confession of all known sins directly to God the Father in Christ’s Name.

3. Result of confession of all known sins and Parental Forgiveness: 

[a] Fellowship with God the Father and God the Son.

[b] You receive the Peace of God

[c] Temporal blessings on earth

[d] Answered Prayer

[e] You are filled, controlled and guided by God the Holy Spirit

[14] THE LORD BRINGS YOU HOPE

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the Lord. Psalm 31:24

And the LORD shall help them, and deliver them: he shall deliver them from the wicked, and save them, because they trust in him. Psalm 37:40

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ by whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Romans 5:1,2

And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. Romans 5:5

For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. Romans 15:4

To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory Colossians 1:27

For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day. 2 Timothy 1:12

And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. 1 John 3:3


	Be of good courage all of you who wait for the Lord. Psalm 31:24

The Lord helps them and delivers them; He delivers them from the evil doers and saves them, because they trust in Him. Psalm 37:40

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God Romans 5:1,2

Hope does not make us ashamed because the love of God is poured out into our hearts by the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. Romans 5:5

For what was written in the past was written for our instruction so that by steadfastness and encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. Romans 15:4

To whom God has chosen to make known what is the wealth of the glorious secret among the Gentiles which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Colossians 1:27

Because of this I also suffer these things but I am not ashamed: for I know Whom I have believed in and am convinced that He is able to guard until that day what has been entrusted to me. 2 Timothy 1:12

Everyone that has this hope will try to stay pure because Christ is pure. 1 John 3:3




TOPIC

HOPE

1. Our hope is based on the reality of the life of the Lord Jesus Christ and His message. (Romans 5:4-6, 1 Timothy 1:1)

2. Our hope is also of our resurrection (Acts 24:15). This hope influences our conduct here and now. (1 John 3:3)

3. The hope of resurrection was longed for and believed in, in the Old Testament but after the Lord's resurrection we can be totally confident. (Acts 26:6-8)

4. Hope of resurrection is a "lively hope" which influences every aspect of the soul who truly knows what we have. (1 Peter 1:3)

5. We also have hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:7)

6. It is a key doctrine of the church, without it our faith is a sham. (1 Corinthians 15:19)

7. We have the sure hope of deliverance from the Tribulation by the Rapture of the Church which occurs before the Tribulation (Romans 8:24-25, 1 Thessalonians 1:10; 4:13-18)

8. The coming of the Lord to save us from coming catastrophe is a "blessed hope" (Titus 2:13)

9. We all have the hope of blessing in time if we reach maturity. (Galatians 5:5)

10. We all have one hope in maturity. (Ephesians 4:4-6)

11. All true pastors hope that their flock will go on to maturity to the greater glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 2:19-20)

12. As we see and know what the Lord did for us we can take confidence from it. (1 Peter 1:21)

13. Confidence comes as we hear what God has for us through His word. (Romans 15:4)

14. The way to know hope is to be firmly grounded in God's word. (Colossians 1:23)

15. We are told to grow in hope. (Hebrews 6:11-12)

16. We are to hold fast our hope, firm in doctrine. (Hebrews 3:6)

17. All hope is anchored in doctrine in the soul. (Hebrew 6:18-19)

18. God's grace provisions for us here in time provide the basis for hope and confidence. (2 Thessalonians 2:16-17)

19. The purpose of the pastor - teacher teaching the Word of God is to pass on God's information so that all believers can be partakers of this hope. (1 Corinthians 9:10, 2 Corinthians 3:12)

20. The pastor's prayer for his people will always be that they should know the hope of their calling (Ephesians 1:18) This would include salvation, resurrection, eternal security, eternal reward, eternal life, blessing and maturity and deliverance from the problems of life.

21. Unbelievers have no hope. This should be the motivation for evangelism. (Ephesians 2:12, 1 Thessalonians 4:13)

22. We should be ready to give a defence to our hope. (1 Peter 3:15)

23. "Now abides faith hope and charity and the greatest of these is charity" (1 Corinthians 13:13 )

[15] THE WORD OF GOD IS ALIVE

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. Psalm 19:7,8
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. Psalm 119:105
Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. Matthew 24:35
So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. Romans 10:17
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God Ephesians 6:17
Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 2 Timothy 2:15
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 2 Timothy 3:16,17
For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Hebrews 4:12

	The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul: the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. The principles of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. Psalm 19:7,8

Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path. Psalm 119:105

Heaven and earth will disappear, but My words remain forever. Matthew 24:35

So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God. Romans 10:17

Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God Ephesians 6:17

Study to show yourself as one approved by God, a workman that doesn’t need to be ashamed, correctly interpreting the word of truth. 2 Timothy 2:15

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for teaching, for reprimand, for correction, for instruction in righteousness that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for all good works. 2 Timothy 3:16,17

For the word of God is living and effective, sharper than any two edged sword. It penetrates even to the dividing line of the soul and spirit and of the joints and marrow. It judges the thoughts and desires of the heart. Hebrews 4:12
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BIBLE – BIBLE AND THE BELIEVER

1. The Scriptures are designed to have the following effect on the believer.

a) Illuminating. (Psalm 119:130)

b) Making wise the simple. (Psalm 19:7)

c) Producing faith (John 20:31), hope (Psalm 119:49, Romans 15:4), and obedience (Deuteronomy 17:19-20)

d) Cleansing the heart (John 15:3, Ephesians 5:26) and the ways (Psalm 119:9)

e) Keeping us from destructive paths. (Psalm 17:4)

f) Supporting life. (Matthew 4:4 cf. Deuteronomy 8:3)

g) Building up in the faith. (Acts 20:32)

h) Comforting. (Psalm 119:82, Romans 15:4)

i) Promoting growth in grace. (1 Peter 2:2)

j) Admonishing. (1 Corinthians 10:11)

k) Rejoicing the heart. (Psalm 119:18,111)

l) Sanctifying. (John 17:17, Ephesians 5:26)

2. The Scriptures should be:-

a) Believed (John 2:22) and obeyed (James 1:22)

b) The standard for teaching. (1 Peter 4:11)

c) Appealed to. (1 Corinthians 1:31, 1 Peter 1:16)

d) Read publicly to all. (Acts 13:15)

e) Known. (2 Timothy 3:15)

f) Received as the Word of God (1 Thessalonians 2:13) with meekness (James 1:21)

g) Searched. (John 5:39, Acts 17:11)

h) Used against our spiritual enemies. (Ephesians 6:11,17)

i) Taught to everyone including children. (Deuteronomy 6:7, 11:19, Nehemiah 8:7-8)

j) Talked about continually. (Deuteronomy 6:7)

k) Not handled deceitfully. (2 Corinthians 4:2)

3. For the unbeliever the Scripture should be for:-

a) Regeneration. (James 1:18, 1 Peter 1:23)

b) Quickening. (Psalm 119:50,93)

c) Converting the soul. (Psalm 19:7)

[16] GOD HONOURS OBEDIENCE

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	If they obey and serve him, they shall spend their days in prosperity, and their years in pleasures Job 36:11
Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole heart. Psalm 119:2
Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye children: for blessed are they that keep my ways Proverbs 8:32
Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock Matthew 7:24
Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. John 14:23
If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. John 15:10
Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you. Philippians 4:9
Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered and being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him Hebrews 5:8,9 
And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. 1 John 2:17

	If they obey and serve Him, they shall spend their days in prosperity, and their years in pleasures Job 36:11

Blessed are those who keep His testimonies and seek Him with their whole heart. Psalm 119:2

Now therefore listen to me, you children: for blessed are they that keep My ways Proverbs 8:32

Therefore whosoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will compare him to a wise man who built his house upon a rock. Matthew 7:24

Jesus answered and said unto him “If anyone loves Me, they will keep My words: and My Father will love them, and We will come to them, and live with them”. John 14:23

If you keep My commandments, you shall live in My love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and live in His love. John 15:10

What you have learned and received and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you. Philippians 4:9

Though He was the Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered and being made perfect, He became the author of eternal salvation for all them that obey Him Hebrews 5:8,9 

This world passes away as does its lust, but whoever does the will of God will live with God for ever. 1 John 2:17
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CHRISTIAN LIFE – OBEDIENCE

1.  Obedience is better than offerings (1 Samuel 15:22; Proverbs 21:3; 28:9).  If we are not in God's will, any "worship" we offer is unacceptable.

2.  Obedience is something you have to learn.  The basic training in obedience has to start in childhood.  As it says in (Exodus 20:12 and Deuteronomy 5:16) "Honour your father and your mother." (Proverbs 4:3,4; 22:6; 29:15-17; Hebrews 5:8)

3.  Teaching your child obedience is an act of love (Proverbs 3:12; 19:18; 23:13-14).

4.  We have to obey those who are in authority over us (Exodus 20:12; 22:28; Leviticus 19:3; Deuteronomy 5:16; Romans 13:1-5; Ephesians 6:1-5; Colossians 3:18-22; Titus 3:1).

5.  Those in authority have been put in that position by God (Romans 13:1).

6.  Obedience to those in authority is obedience to God (Proverbs 24:21; Ephesians 6:7; Colossians 3:23-24; Romans 13:5).

7.  Disobedience to those in authority is disobedience to God (Romans 1:30; 13:2).

8.  But when we are ordered to do something that is against God's Will we have to disobey (Acts 4:19; 5:40-42).

9. The fifth commandment (Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16) is the only commandment with a promise (Proverbs 10:17; Ephesians 6:1-3).  Social life in a society is only possible when the people in it have learned to obey.

10.  If this commandment is ignored, if the authority of the family is denied or not exercised, society will quickly slide into anarchy (Isaiah 3:12; Proverbs 29:21; 30:21-23; Romans 1:30).

[17] GOD LEAVES SUBMISSION UP TO YOU 

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. Matthew 11:29
Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 18:4
But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it. Luke 11:28
And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. John 6:35
All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. John 6:37
Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. James 4:10
Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time 1 Peter 5:5,6

	Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me; for I am humble and obedient in heart: and you will find rest in your souls. Matthew 11:29

Whoever shall humble himself like this little child is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 18:4

Jesus said blessed are those who hear the word of God and obey it. Luke 11:28

Jesus said to them, I am the bread of life: he who comes to Me shall never hunger; and he that believes in Me shall never thirst. John 6:35

All those who the Father has given to me will come to Me; and all who come to Me I will never ever cast out. John 6:37

Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He shall lift you up. James 4:10

Similarly you younger believers follow the leadership of those who are older in the faith. All of you serve each other with humble attitudes because God resists the proud and gives grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God that He may lift you up at the right time. 1 Peter 5:5,6
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CHRISTIAN LIFE – SUBMISSION

1. This means to humble oneself in willing service to another, with the connotation that it is for your good.  Genesis 16:9, 1 Peter 5:6, Hebrews 13:17.

2. We must fully surrender ourselves to God. James 4:7, Romans 12:1-2.  As the Lord made himself obedient unto death so must we. Philippians 2:18.

3. We are, in Christ to submit ourselves each to the other within the church.  This involves putting the spiritual needs of others ahead of any personal interests. Ephesians 5:21.

4. Within the church, believers are to submit to the teaching authority of the pastor as he preaches from the Word. Hebrews 13:17, 1 Corinthians 16:6, 1 Peter 5:5.

5. A wife is to submit herself to her own husband within their marriage.  This involves respect for him as her spiritual leader and protector. Ephesians 5:22, Colossians 3:18, Titus 2:4 -5. 

6. Children also are to submit in love to their parents' authority under God. Colossians 3:20.

7. All believers are to be in submission to the laws of their land, unless those laws violate the clear command of God.  Romans 13:1, 2, Matthew 22:21, 1 Peter 2:13-17, exception example, Acts 4:15-20, 5:40-42.

8. Workers are to be under authority of their employers and their managers.  Colossians 3:22-25, Ephesians 6:5-8, Titus 2:9, 10, 1 Peter 2:18-24.

9. Those in authority have a special responsibility to treat those under them with care and respect.  Colossians 4:1.

[18] GOD HONOURS HOLINESS

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	For the righteous LORD loveth righteousness; his countenance doth behold the upright. Psalm 11:7
Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill? He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart. Psalm 15:1,2
He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly. Proverbs 2:7
They that are of a froward heart are abomination to the LORD: but such as are upright in their way are his delight. Proverbs 11:20
He that followeth after righteousness and mercy findeth life, righteousness, and honour. Proverbs 21:21
For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Romans 8:6
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. Romans 12:2
For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come. 1 Timothy 4:8
Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. James 4:8

	God is good and loves goodness; the godly shall see His face.  Psalm 11:7

Lord, who shall stay in your tabernacle? Who shall shelter in your holy hill? He that walks in integrity and does what is right and speaks the truth in his heart. Psalm 15:1,2

He grants good sense to the godly, His saints. He is their shield protecting them and guarding their pathway. Proverbs 2:7

The Lord hates the stubborn but delights in those who are good. Proverbs 11:20

He who follows after righteousness and loving kindness finds life, righteousness, and honour. Proverbs 21:21

Following the old sin nature leads to death but those who are led by the Spirit have life and peace. Romans 8:6

And do not be pressed into the mould of this world: but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is good, and acceptable; the perfect will of God. Romans 12:2

For bodily exercise profits a little: but godliness is profitable for all things, having promise not only in this life but also of that which is yet to come. 1 Timothy 4:8

Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Confess your sins to God you sinners and become single minded followers of Him. James 4:8




TOPIC

CHRISTIAN LIFE – WALKING

1. Physical walking is analogous to the faith rest life: step by step. Romans 14:5,6, Ephesians 5:16-18, James 4:13-15. 

2. Being regularly filled with the Spirit and feeding on the Word are similar to walking.

3. Attacks on believers occur when they are caught off balance. Romans 13:13.

4. Walking depicts the pattern and function of the believers life in time. Philippians 3:18, Ephesians 4:17.

5. It can also represent a backsliding believer who are said to be walking backwards. Ephesians 4:17.

6. We are all told to:

a) Walk in the Spirit. Galatians 5:16, 25

b) Walk in the faith. 2 Corinthians 5:7, Colossians 2:6, 4:5

c) Walk in doctrine. 3 John 3. 

d) Walk in the truth. 2 John 4

7. Walking is an analogy for spirituality 

a) Walk not after the flesh. (Romans 8:4)

b) Walking in Love. (Ephesians 5:2)

c) Walking in newness of Life. (Romans 6:4)

d) Walking worthy of our vocation. (Ephesians 4:1)

e) Walking worthy of the Lord. (Colossians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 2:12)

f) Walking honestly as in the day. (Romans 13:13)

g) Walking in good works. (Ephesians 2:10)

h) Walking in light. (Ephesians 5:8, 1 John 1:7)

i) Walking in Christ Jesus. (Colossians 2:6)

j) Walking circumspectly. (Ephesians 5:15,16)

k) Walking as ye ought. (1 Thessalonians 4:1)

[19] GOD BLESSES HOLY CONVERSATION

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days, that he may see good? Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Psalm 34:12,13
A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger. Proverbs 15:1
A wholesome tongue is a tree of life Proverbs 15:4
Pleasant words are as an honeycomb, sweet to the soul, and health to the bones. Proverbs 16:24
Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul from troubles. Proverbs 21:23
Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. Matthew 10:32
That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. Romans 10:9,10
For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile 1 Peter 3:10
Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. 1 John 4:15

	Do you want a long and good life? Then watch your tongue and keep your lips from lying. Psalm 34:12,13

A soft answer turns away anger, but nasty words cause quarrels. Proverbs 15:1

Gentle words cause life and health. Proverbs 15:4

Kind words are like honey, enjoyable and healthy. Proverbs 16:24

Those who keep their tongue under control keep themselves out of trouble. Proverbs 21:23

If anyone publicly acknowledges Me as his friend I will acknowledge him as my friend before my Father in heaven. Matthew 10:32

For if you tell others with your mouth that Jesus Christ is your Lord and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is by believing in his heart that a man becomes right with God and with his mouth he tells others of his faith, confirming his salvation. Romans 10:9,10

If you want a happy good life keep control of your tongue and guard your lips from telling lies. 1 Peter 3:10

He who believes and says that Jesus is the Son of God has God living in him and he is living with God. 1 John 4:15




TOPIC

CHRISTIAN LIFE – DISAGREEMENTS

1. In Paul’s last words to the church, he records the danger of distracting arguments that lead believers away from Christ centeredness.  The challenge for believers is to remain focused on the study of God’s Word in the filling and teaching of the Holy Spirit. We are not to be prophecy “nuts” or have any other pet doctrines, but rather we are to grow in Christ likeness.  2 Timothy 2:14-19, 23-25, 3:10-17..

2. Good men and women differ in their opinions on some doctrines, due to their different interpretation of a passage of the Word of God. The possibility is that either or both are wrong. There are some things that we will only be sure of when we get to heaven, and we must operate on earth upon “best practice” in exegesis and life. 

Major differences on minor doctrines in today’s churches centre around prophetic interpretation; with pre, mid and post Tribulational views regarding the Rapture. There is also great difference regarding the manner of baptism, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

3. Spirituality is determined not by correctness of doctrine, but by holiness and Christ likeness of the person’s life.  Refer HOLINESS. A great saint of the past identified several tests for truth regarding interpretations of scripture. They are useful to consider before arguing – which is, by the way, always a sign you have it wrong!


A. Does my interpretation make me more practical and loving towards others?


B. Does my interpretation make me more evangelistic for the lost?


C. Does my interpretation make me more keen to serve in the local church?


D. Does my interpretation make me focus on others rather than myself?

4. If you discover that these questions are not true for your viewpoint, then on the basis of scripture you are 100% likely to be wrong in your interpretation and application of the text you have just “twisted”. 2 Peter 3:14-18. Refer Love, Sanctification, Servanthood. Matthew 12:15-21, 20:27, Mark 9:35, 10:44, John 15:4-10, 16-17.

[20] GOD WILL BLESS YOUR FAMILY

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	Thou shalt keep therefore his statutes, and his commandments, which I command thee this day, that it may go well with thee, and with thy children after thee, and that thou mayest prolong thy days upon the earth, which the LORD thy God giveth thee, for ever. Deuteronomy 4:40
In the fear of the LORD is strong confidence: and his children shall have a place of refuge. Proverbs 14:26
The just man walketh in his integrity: his children are blessed after him. Proverbs 20:7
Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6
And I will give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me for ever, for the good of them, and of their children after them. Jeremiah 32:39
Honour thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise that it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. Ephesians 6:2,3
Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord. Colossians 3:20

	You must obey these laws that I will tell you today so that all will be well with you and your children and so that you will live forever in the land the Lord your God is giving you. Deuteronomy 4:40

Reverence for God gives a man deep strength: his children will have a place of refuge and security. Proverbs 14:26

The just man walks in his integrity: his children are blessed after him. Proverbs 20:7

Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is mature he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6

And I will give them one heart and mind to worship me forever, for their own good and the good of all their descendants. Jeremiah 32:39

Honour your father and mother; which is the first commandment which has a promise, that you will do well and you might live long on the earth. Ephesians 6:2,3

Children, obey your parents in all things for this pleases the Lord. Colossians 3:20




TOPIC

CHRISTIAN LIFE – FAMILY – RESPONSIBILITIES AND EXAMPLE

1. In Titus 1:5-6, we read of the importance of a holy and spiritually active family behind all who wish to lead in Christian work. The principle here is important; for the first area of witness for a man is his family, and if they are not right he can have no greater ministry. If a man cannot run his family properly then he cannot run the church. 1 Timothy 3:1-13.

2. The father must take the responsibility for setting the standard of godliness and love in the home. To fail at this point is to fall short of God’s standards that we see in Christ’s love for the church. Ephesians 5:21-29. 

3. The man must be worthy of the loving, respectful, and responsive love of his wife. When children see this sort of love they will learn about love, about God and about respect themselves. Ephesians 5:31, 1 Peter 3:1-12.

4. Children respond to consistency of discipline from loving, stable and respectful parents. Yelling and screaming, and other disgraceful behaviours only guarantee that the children will follow the parent in disgraceful behaviours. Proverbs 13:24, 23:14, Ephesians 6:1-4, Colossians 3:20-21. 

5. Sexual life between the husband and wife should be healthy, robust and regular, with no frustrations for either that might open the door to the enemy’s temptations. 1 Corinthians 7:1ff. 

[21] GOD PROSPERS THE CHARITABLE 

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the LORD will deliver him in time of trouble. Psalm 41:1
The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself. Proverbs 11:25
And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul; then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noon day Isaiah 58:10
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. Matthew 25:40
For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because ye belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward. Mark 9:41

Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again. Luke 6:38

But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. 2 Corinthians 9:6

Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7 

	God blesses those who are kind to the poor; the Lord helps them in the times of trouble. Psalm 41:1

When you are helping the poor you are lending to the Lord and God will repay you for your deed. Proverbs 19:17

Feed the hungry! Help those in trouble! Then your light will shine out from the darkness and the darkness around you shall be as bright as day. Isaiah 58:10

Jesus says that because you have helped one of the least of my brothers you have helped me. Matthew 25:40

Whoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because you belong to Christ, truly I say to you, he shall not lose his reward. Mark 9:41

For if you give you will get. Your gift will return to you in full and overflowing measure, pressed down and shaken together to make room for more and running over. Whatever measure you use to give, large or small, will be used to measure what is given back to you. Luke 6:38

But this I say, He that sows sparingly shall reap sparingly; and he which sows generously shall reap bountifully. 2 Corinthians 9:6

Every man as he has planned so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7 




TOPIC

CHRISTIAN LIFE – CHARITY FROM A BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE

1. God has always been concerned for the needy poor, the weak and the oppressed. Exodus 22:21-27, Deuteronomy 15:11, 24:14 , 15.

2. Orphans and widows were especially concerns of the Lord from the beginning. Deuteronomy 10:18, Ezekiel 22:7.

3. The Lord addressed the poor, and met their physical and spiritual needs. Matthew 11:28-30, Luke 4:18, 6:20.

4. The Lord recognised that there will always be people who are poor in a fallen World. Matthew 26:11,  Mark 14:7.

5. Many in the early church sold their worldly wealth to provide for the needs of other Christians. Acts 4:32-37

6. The churches cared for the poor by regular giving, through the deacons. Romans 15:26, Galatians 2:10,  James 2:2 -7

7. If people could work they were expected to; such were not needy poor! 1 Thessalonians 2:9-12,  2 Thessalonians 3:7-12.

8. The requirements for a widow to receive charity are given in 1 Timothy 5

[a]. She should not receive charity if she had children or grandchildren. The church is not expected to take up the slack for disobedient families or to encourage the breakdown of the family. The Lord's money should not be spent making up for slack relatives. - v 4

[b] If there is no one to help her and she is spending time in the work and praying she is eligible. - v 5 

[c] However if she is living for pleasure she is dead while she lives. If they are not willing to take responsibility they are not given charity. v 8 ‑ the principle of [1] is reinforced restating that if there is family they must take responsibility first. It is your Christian witness to ensure that Social Welfare is not expected to replace your social responsibilities as a child. 

Many people are so busy doing the Lord's work that they neglect their parents. If you do not look after your parents you are worse than an unbeliever. - v 6

[d] The widow should be over 60 years of age, having lived in the faith a blameless life and the wife of one man. - v 9

[e] Eight characteristics

[i] No dependants


[ii] No means of support


[iii] She must be spiritual


[iv] She must be prayerful, night and day


[v] She must have been a faithful wife to her husband.


[vi] She must have a good reputation with unbelievers.


[vii] Her home must be open to visitors.


[viii] She must be active in social work herself. 

Unless a woman matched up to that standard she did not receive anything from the church. It should not be given to those who are not living in a God honouring way. A person who did not match up to God's Word had then to make a decision about whether she would change her life style to make herself eligible. This shows how serious charity is. 

[22] GOD WANTS US TO LIVE IN PEACE AND HARMONY

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! Psalm 133:1
If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he be thirsty, give him water to drink for thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, and the Lord shall reward thee. Proverbs 25:21,22
Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. Matthew 5:9
But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. Luke 6:35
By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. John 13:35
Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you. 2 Corinthians 13:11
And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:7
Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing 1 Peter 3:9

	How good and how pleasant it is for believers to dwell together in unity! Psalm 133:1

If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he is thirsty, give him water to drink for you shall heap coals of fire upon his head, and the Lord shall reward you. Proverbs 25:21,22

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. Matthew 5:9

Love your enemies! Do good to them! Lend to them! And don’t be concerned that they will not repay. Then your reward from heaven will be very great, and you will truly be acting as sons of God: for He is kind to the unthankful and to those who are very wicked. Luke 6:35

By this shall all men know that you are my disciples, if you have love one to another. John 13:35

Finally, friends, goodbye. Be completely equipped, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you. 2 Corinthians 13:11

And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:7

Don’t repay evil with evil. Don’t snap back at those who say unkind things about you. Instead pray for God’s help for them, for we are to be kind to others and God will bless us for it. 1 Peter 3:9




TOPICS

PEACE

Three types of peace are referred to in the Bible.

1. Peace on Earth:- The unlimited peace when Jesus Christ establishes his millennial reign on the earth. (Isaiah 9:6, 7, Isaiah 11:1-12, Luke 2:14)

2. Peace with God:- Which comes when a believer is born again as a result of justification by faith (2 Peter 1:1,2, Ephesians 2:14-17, Philippians 4:9) - Reconciliation.

3. Peace of God:- Which is the peace of believers in their soul and spirit who have cast all their cares on the Lord (1 Peter 5.7, Philippians 4:6,7) - The Spirit filled life.

CHRISTIAN LIFE – VIRTUES

1. Christian character involves characteristics that used to be called virtues. They comprise fruits of the Holy Spirit, but also character traits that are produced over time through obedience to the Word and will of God. Colossians 3:12-17. We are told to “put on” these things as a part of our obedient growth.

2. Bowels of mercies. Tender, compassionate affection for others; desiring their best.

3. Kindness. No ulterior motives in our kindness, other than pure desire for their good.

4. Humility. No arrogance towards others, because you see yourself as God sees you.

5. Meekness. Obedient submissiveness to the Lord’s will for your life. Calm resolution.

6. Long suffering. A long burning fuse to our anger; not soon loosing control. 

7. Forbearing each other. Putting up with other people’s foibles and differences.

8. Forgiving others. Not holding grudges, but being forgiving of other’s faults.

9. Love for others as Christ loves.

[23] GOD CALLS US TO WITNESS FOR HIM

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	The Lord GOD hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned. Isaiah 50:4

And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. Matthew 4:19

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. Matthew 5:16

And when they bring you unto the synagogues, and unto magistrates, and powers, take ye no thought how or what thing ye shall answer, or what ye shall say for the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what ye ought to say. Luke 12:11,12

I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist. Luke 21:15

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. John 14:26

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. Acts 1:8


	The Lord God has given me His word of wisdom so that I may know what I should say to all these weary ones. Morning by morning He wakens me and opens my understanding to His will. Isaiah 50:4

And He said unto them “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men”. Matthew 4:19

Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. Matthew 5:16

And when they bring you to the synagogues and to magistrates and powers do not worry how you shall answer or what you will say because the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what to say. Luke 12:11,12

I will give you the right words and such logic that none of your opponents will be able to reply. Luke 21:15

But the Comforter, who is the Holy Spirit, who the Father will send in My name will teach you all things, and bring all things to your memory, whatever I have said to you. John 14:26

You shall receive power after the Holy Spirit has come upon you and you will be witnesses to me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria and to the remotest ends of the earth. Acts 1:8




TOPIC 

CHRISTIAN LIFE – EVANGELISM

1. All believers are ambassadors for Christ, and are obliged to give the give the gospel to unbelievers. (Acts 1:8, 2 Timothy 4:5)

2. Two forms of witnessing - with the lips (2 Corinthians 5:18-21 and by the life (2 Corinthians 3:3)

3. The gospel is "good news".

4. Sin is not an issue.  Jesus died for all sin on the cross.  The penalty has been paid.  The issue now is "Do you trust that Jesus Christ has died for your sins, and was raised from the dead to give life to all who believe on Him?"  People choose to either rely upon Jesus Christ, or upon their own good works, to be saved. (Romans 8:1, 9-30-33)

5. What about the heathen who haven't heard?

a) God is totally fair, and everyone has the chance to be saved

b) Unlimited Atonement (Colossians 2:14,15)

c) God's will - none should perish (2 Peter 3:9)

d) Man's negative will – God-consciousness – Gospel hearing.

6. Witnessing is impossible except through the power of the Holy Spirit. (John 16:8-13)  The Holy Spirit convicts of

a) Sin because of unbelief.

b) Righteousness.

c) Judgement because of Satan being judged (Matthew 25:41)

7. The natural man needs the Holy Spirit to understand the gospel (1 Corinthians 2:14)  

8. The Bible is the weapon of witnessing. (1 Corinthians 15:3, 4)

9. Biblical Pattern of Witnessing. (1 Thessalonians 2:1-12)

a) Effective contact (v.1 )

b) The gospel must be given even under opposition. (v.2)

c) The gospel must never be compromised or watered down - (v.3)

d) The believer in whom the gospel is deposited is tested by God and should not be for the praise of man. (v.4)

e) Flattery should never be part of the gospel. (v.5-6)

f) Whilst the gospel should not be given to get praise from men it should be given in love without cost (v9)

g) The gospel must be followed up (v 10) with discipleship and teaching (v11) so that the new believer can become spiritually self reliant. (v.10-12)

10. Your obligation to witness (Romans 1:14-16):  you are a debtor (v14), you are ready (v15), you are not ashamed (v16)

11. Win souls, not arguments.  Stay on the gospel, don't get side-tracked.

[B]  PROMISES FOR PERSONAL NEEDS

[24] DO YOU HAVE DOUBTS AND FEARS?

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry. Psalm 34:15
Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness. Isaiah 41:10
Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you Matthew 7:7
And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind. Luke 12:29
And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. Romans 4:21
Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God 2 Corinthians 3:5
But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:19
Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it. 1 Thessalonians 5:24
Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; for he is faithful that promised Hebrews 10:23


	The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears are open to their cry. Psalm 34:15

Do not be afraid for I am with you. Do not be dismayed because I am your God. I will strengthen you; yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand. Isaiah 41:10

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. Matthew 7:7

And do not worry about what you shall eat, or what you shall drink, neither be of doubtful mind. Luke 12:29

Be totally confident that what He has promised He will be able also to perform. Romans 4:21

We do not think that we are able to do things of lasting value by ourselves. Our only power and success comes from God. 2 Corinthians 3:5

But my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:19

Faithful is he that called you, who also will do it. 1 Thessalonians 5:24

Let us hold unwaveringly our grip on the hope we confess, for He who promised is faithful. Hebrews 10:23




TOPIC

FEAR

1. Fear is seen in two ways in scripture.  

[a] Firstly as a mental attitude sin that is incompatible with our status as children of the most high, the ruler of the universe. 

[b] Secondly it is used to describe the correct attitude towards God the Lord for all his creatures.  

There is godly fear, awe, and respect for God as God, and there is inappropriate fear, which is the cringing fear of one who believes the other is able to hurt them. This second kind is wrong for us as children of God, for none can harm us without God’s permission for we belong to Him.

2. Our occupation with the persons and majesty of God is often spoken of as “fear” in the legitimate sense for believers. 2 Samuel 23:2-3, Nehemiah 5:9, Job 28:28, Psalms 19:9, 34:11-12, 111:10, Proverbs 1:7, 9:10, 10:27, 22:4, Malachi 3:16, Ephesians 5:21. 

3. Fear as a mental attitude sin is spoken of in, 1 Samuel 17:11, 24, Proverbs 29:25.

4. In God’s grace plan for us fear has no place. His plans for us are always divinely good, and any testing situation is for our good. Romans 8:28. 

5. Fear is an expression of a failure of faith in the plan. Exodus 14:13-14, Deuteronomy 31:6-8, Joshua 8:1, 1 Chronicles 28:20, Isaiah 41:10, 2 Timothy 1:7.

6. Spiritual death is one way of describing Satan's kingdom and is the place of the source of fear. Hebrews 2:14,15 

7. In spiritual death, Adam was afraid. Genesis 3:10 This fear motivated Adam to produce religious activity, fig leaves and lies. Genesis 3:7

8. Salvation removes the basis of fear, which is condemnation from the Justice of God (spiritual death).

9. Spiritual maturity provides freedom from fear. 2 Timothy 1:7; Hebrews 13:6, 1 John 4:18, 1 Corinthians 13:5b

10. Carnality and any form of religious activity that leads us away from grace and daily obedience to the Word enslaves the believer to Satan through fear.  
Galatians 5:1; Romans 8:15

11. The mature believer is commanded to fear nothing he may suffer in life, for by means of God’s grace provision all we ever may need is provided for us. Revelation 2:10

12. The baby believer is sustained by believing God’s Word, obeying his commands hour by hour to daily life, and rest upon his promises. Hebrews 4

13. As we become mature believers we continue with this resting on the promises but in addition to this we are sustained by our understanding / application of entire categories of God’s Word -  we have then  moved beyond the promises to confidence in the very character of God itself.

14. Illustration: A woman who asks every hour, "Do you love me?" needs assurance through many promises, and many actions backing the promises up. Once she gets to truly know her husband, and her love is fully established in him through his faithfulness to her, she has absolute assurance, and doesn't need constant reminders of his love by specific words.  She is full of confidence through knowledge of her husband’s character.

15. Chapter’s 3-6 of Hebrews deal with the falling away from growth and confidence by these believers. The spiritual principle of Chapter 4 is the means of getting them back on target.

16. In Hebrews 13:6, we see the objective of the writer, freedom from fear by their daily, moment by moment living the awareness of the love of Christ for them, and the power of Christ available to them.

17. The writers of Scripture identify correctly that when the believer is fearful, he imitates the unbeliever ("cowardly" – Revelation 21:8), and that is not right given our great position. Hebrews 11:27  "By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king, for he endured as seeing Him who is unseen."  This is our standard!

18. Fear is a mental attitude sin that shows our mind has moved away from thinking of the Lord. 1 Samuel 17:11,24

19. Fear is a sign of falling back into domination by the “prince of this world”. 1 Samuel 18:12,29, 21:12, 28:20

20. Absence of fear is a big part of maintaining a dynamic mental attitude.  Hebrews 13:6, 11:27

21. There is only one legitimate fear; it is the fear of failure to enter spiritual maturity.  Hebrews 4:1

22. Love demands absence of fear. 1 John 4:18  They are two opposing mental attitudes.

23. Fear is not part of the Divine Plan for the Believer. 2 Timothy 1:7; Exodus 14:13-14; Joshua 8:1; Isaiah 41:10; 2 Samuel 1:7

24. Courage and lack of fear is a sign of mature spiritual status. Psalm 3:6, 56:3; Hebrews 11:27

25. Fear is the power by which the Evil of Satan rules among mankind.  Hebrews 2:14-15; Genesis 19:30 (Lot); 1 Kings 18:9-14 (Obadiah), both Lot and Obadiah show how the failing believer lives in constant fear.

26. Fear is the word used to mean "Occupation with Christ" when related to the attitude of the mature Believer toward Christ. 2 Samuel 23:3; Nehemiah 5:9,15; Ephesians 5:21; Job 28:28; Psalm 19:9, 34:10; Proverbs 1:7, 9:10, 10:27; 1 Peter 2:17

[25] IS IT HARD NOT TO FALL INTO TEMPTATION? 

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	Commit thy works unto the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be established. Proverbs 16:3
Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. Isaiah 1:18
Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. Isaiah 55:7
And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. I Corinthians 6:11
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 2 Corinthians 5:17
Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour Titus 3:5,6
Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. Hebrews 10:22

Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy Jude 24

	Commit your work to the Lord, then it will succeed. Proverbs 16:3

Come now, and let us discuss together, says the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. Isaiah 1:18

Let the wicked forsake his ways and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy on him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. Isaiah 55:7

Some of you were rebellious in the past but you are now believers and you have been set aside and justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. I Corinthians 6:11

Therefore if anybody is in Christ, he is a new creation: old things have passed away and a new life has begun. 2 Corinthians 5:17

He saved us, not because we were good enough to be saved, but because of His kindness and pity by washing away our sins and giving us the new joy of the indwelling Holy Spirit who He poured out upon us with wonderful fullness and all because of what Jesus our Saviour did. Titus 3:5,6

Let us draw near with true hearts fully trusting Him to rescue us  having a clear conscience and our bodies washed with pure water, cleansed from all sin. Hebrews 10:22

God is able to keep you from falling, and to present you free from sin before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy Jude 24




TOPIC

CHRISTIAN LIFE – BACK-SLIDING AND RECOVERY

1. Definition - falling from the standard of living that the Lord calls us to and living at a lower level of belief, behaviour, and emotion. Living in a state of embarrassment at the gospel, thinking as an unbeliever would.

2. The Lord knows who are his, we don't. 2 Timothy 2:19. A backslider is out of fellowship, and may resemble an unbeliever in every way yet still be saved. They are like the prodigal son. Luke 15:3ff. These people are different (although they appear to be the same) to religious unbelievers. 2 Peter 2:1 -22, Jude 4 -13, 18, 19, 22.

3. The Lord desires these people to be restored. Matthew 18:12-14, Luke 15:3-32. In the Old Testament this message is also clear. Hosea 4:14-19, 11:7, 8, 14:1-4, Jeremiah 2:19, 3:6, 8, 11, 12, 14, 22,  5:6, 8:5, 14:7, 31:22, 49:4.

4. Believers who are "offended' at the Word have failed to grow spiritually John 6:61 -63, Matthew 11:6, 1 Corinthians 10: 13, Matthew 13:21, Mark 4:17, John 16:1, Matthew 24:9, 10.

5. The disciples all were offended at the Lord at his death. Matthew 26:31, 33-35, cf. 67-75.

6. Falling from grace is another way of expressing backsliding. Colossians 1:23, Galatians 5:4, 2 Peter 3:17. It means to fall from a place where you stand for grace and adopt an inferior way of living the Christian way of life, like legalism.

7. God disciplines the backslider, but their eternal security is secure. Hebrews 12:5 -13, 16, 17, 1 Corinthians 3:12-15, 1 Peter 1:4, 5, 2 Timothy 2:11- 13, John 1:12, Ephesians 1:13.

8. The Lord is able to keep us from falling, although we can walk away from his provision by following our pride rather than his truth. Jude 24. 1 Corinthians 10:11 -14, 1 Timothy 3:6, 7.

9. At the end of the church age the Lord prophesied that there would be a time of almost total backsliding on the part of the organised church.2 Thessalonians 2:3, 1 Timothy 4:1- 6, 2 Timothy 4:3, 4.

10. The Lord warns all backsliders very directly in Revelation 2:5. No fruit for too long = sin unto death! John 15:1-5.

11. Backsliding and Recovery

Seven Steps Downwards

a) Trifling with Sin Romans 13:14

b) Yielding to Sin Romans 6:13

c) Habitually Serving Sin 2 Peter 2:8

d) Abandoning Ourselves to Sin Ephesians 4:19

e) Being Abandoned by God to Sin Romans 1:24,26,28

f) Encouraging Others to Sin Romans 1:32

g) Experiencing Hell on Earth James 3:6, 1 Timothy 5:6

Seven Steps Upwards

a) Resisting Sin in our Attitudes James 4:7

b) Overcoming Sin by Faith in Christ Galatians 5:16

c) Habitually being Victorious over Sin Romans 6:14, 1 John 5:4-5

d) Entering into the Secret of a Victorious Life Hid with Christ in God Romans 8:37, 2 Corinthians 2:14, Colossians 3:1-3

e) Being Taken by God into Deeper Fellowship 1 Timothy 1:12, 1 Corinthians 4:2

f) Delivering Others from Sin. Jude 22-23

g) Experiencing Heaven on Earth Jude 24-25, Philippians 4:6-7

[26] DO YOU NEED PEACE OF MIND?

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. Psalm 23:6
When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid: yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet. Proverbs 3:24
Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee. Isaiah 26:3

Fear not: for I am with thee Isaiah 43:5a 

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Matthew 11:28
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. John 14:27
And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:7
Now the Lord of peace himself give you peace always by all means. The Lord be with you all. 2 Thessalonians 3:16
But godliness with contentment is great gain. 1 Timothy 6:6
For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 2 Timothy 1:7

	Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. Psalm 23:6

When you lie down, you shall not be afraid: yes, you will lie down, and your sleep shall be sweet. Proverbs 3:24

You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is established on You because he trusts in You. Isaiah 26:3

Fear not: for I am with you.  Isaiah 43:5a 

Come to Me all of you that labour and are burdened and I will give you rest. Matthew 11:28

I am leaving you a gift, peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give isn’t fragile like the peace the world gives so don’t’ be troubled and afraid. John 14:27

And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:7

Now the Lord of peace himself gives you peace always by all means. The Lord be with you all. 2 Thessalonians 3:16

Do you want to be truly rich? You already are if you are happy and good. 1 Timothy 6:6

For God has not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 2 Timothy 1:7




TOPIC

WORRY

1. General scripture for the cure to worry (Genesis 15).

2. Scriptures where the believer is told not to worry: (Philippians 4:6; Psalm 55:22; 1 Peter 5:7; 1 Samuel 17:47; Exodus 14:13,14).

3. We are instructed to be imitators of God - God never worries (Ephesians 5:1)  When we worry we do not imitate God.

4. Three categories of worry:

a) Worry about problems of this life.

b) Worry about death and dying.

c) Worry about sin (guilt).

5. The example given is of Abram in Genesis 15.

6. First cure for worry - The Promises of God (v 1-7).

a) God tells Abram not to worry (v I ) -

b) "I am thy shield and thy exceeding reward.

c) The promise of a natural child is given (v 4).

d) The promises of God are backed by the perfect character of God

e) God provides an object lesson - the stars (v 5).

f) God reminds him of his salvation - a grace gift (v 6).

g) God reminds Abram of God's faithfulness in the past (v 7).

h) The challenge to Abram:  trust in God or worry.

7. Second cure for worry - The Doctrine of the Word (v 8-12).

a) God instructs Abram to sacrifice five animals (v 9)

b) Animals sacrificed are:

i) HEIFER - representing CONFESSION OF SINS

ii) SHE GOAT representing SALVATION RECONCILIATION

iii) RAM representing SALVATION PROPITIATION

iv) TURTLE DOVE representing CHRIST'S DEITY

v) PIGEON representing CHRIST'S RESURRECTED HUMANITY.

c) Application to the cure of worry:

i) HEIFER - by confessing your sins they are blotted out. Do not worry about past failures. Confession of sins is essential before you can apply the doctrines of the Bible to cure your worry.

ii) SHE GOAT - God provided reconciliation through Christ by removing the barrier between God and man - we are reconciled therefore do not worry.

iii) RAM - God was satisfied by Christ's sacrifice. Jesus Christ can handle our problems in time do not worry.

iv) TURTLE DOVE - Jesus Christ as God is always faithful, He is always with us - do not worry.

v) PIGEON - The resurrected Jesus Christ is seated in the place of commendation at the right hand of God in a most powerful location - do not worry.

d) Satan counter-attacks in the form of birds swooping down on the carcasses, doubts form and there is a temptation to worry (v 11).

e) Abram drives them away - he refuses to worry (v 11)

f) Under pressure, Abram begins to doubt and worry about his descendants (v 12).

8. Third cure for worry - Knowledge of prophecy

a) In our future as believers we will have:

i) A resurrection body (1 Corinthians 15:51-54; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

ii) A mansion in heaven (John 14:1-3)

iii) An inheritance (1 Peter 1:3-8)

iv) Blessedness and no pressure (Revelation 21:4)

b) God gave Abram five prophecies in (Genesis 15):

i) The Jews would serve the Egyptians 400 years (v 13).

ii) God would judge Egypt with ten plagues (v 14).

iii) The Jews would leave with great wealth (v 14).

iv) Abram would die at a ripe old age (v 15).

v) The Jews would return to the Promised Land (v 16).

c) Abram therefore was assured that his descendants would have a great future and to seal this, God, that same day gave Abram the Palestinian Covenant (v 18 -21).

9. It is of interest that the number of promises inferred were five, the animals killed were five and the prophecies given were five, the number five being that of GRACE, God's unmerited favour to man.

[27] ARE YOU OFTEN TEMPTED?

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. John 16:33
I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. John 17:15

Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. Romans 8:37
Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. Romans 12:21
There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. 1 Corinthians 10:13
Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; for he is faithful that promised Hebrews 10:23

Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. James 1:12
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. James 4:7
The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished 2 Peter 2:9


	These things I have spoken unto you, that in Me you might have peace. In the world you will have troubles: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. John 16:33

I do not ask that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil one. John 17:15

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us. Romans 8:37

Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. Romans 12:21

There is no testing that has confronted you that does not confront many others but God is faithful, who will not allow you to suffer testing above that you are able to bear but will with the testing also make a way to escape so that you may be able to bear it. 1 Corinthians 10:13

Let us hold unwaveringly our grip on the hope we confess, for He who promised is faithful. Hebrews 10:23

The man who endures testing is blessed for afterwards he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to them that love him. James 1:12

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. James 4:7

The Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the unjust to the day of judgment to be punished. 2 Peter 2:9




TOPIC

TEMPTATION

1. The best case example of temptation is the temptation of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, for in this case we see the best techniques and tools to deal with this Satanic attack. Matthew 4:3ff.

2. We are constantly being tempted to walk away from the plan of God for our lives; into sin, evil, or distractions that are neither bad nor good, just things that will keep us from the path the Lord wants us to walk. 

3. As unbelievers, Satan’s temptations which focus on keeping us away from the Gospel message, so we never hear the truth, because we are too busy with other things. Once we are believers, Satan knows he cannot stop us reaching heaven, but he can rob us of rewards and ministry. 

4. Jesus faced his first temptation was physical; the desire to meet a physical need outside of the plan of God for him. Matthew 4:3-4. The test is to trust the Father for provision of the basics of life within his plan for his life, rather than inappropriately use power. Believers are often tempted to use the wrong means to do the right thing. We are to use the right means to achieve godly ends, and walk only in obedience to the Word of God in all things.

5. The second temptation centred in the distortion of the scriptures. Matthew 4:5-7. Satan quotes Psalms 91:11-12, but does so out of context. It is never right to deliberately put yourself in danger just to claim a promise of scripture, for such promises only operate within the Lord’s will, not in areas you have placed yourself at a whim! Jesus responds to the temptation with the appropriate use of scripture quoting Deuteronomy 6:16, 17:4.

6. The third temptation was to short cut the Father’s plan by gaining power and authority another way than God ordained. Matthew 4:8-10. Once again, we see that all temptation centres in the plan of God and the Satanic strategy to get you away from the plan any way he can. Satan has always asked, “Why wait? – have it now!” Impatience is always a major distraction from truth. The plan calls for patience, and an attitude of faith and trust. Satan works with instant satisfaction, which is, of course, no satisfaction at all. 

[28] DO YOU HAVE A GUILT COMPLEX?

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins. Isaiah 43:25
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. Isaiah 53:6
Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ Romans 5:1
There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus Romans 8:1
Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. Romans 8:33,34

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 2 Corinthians 5:21
And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. Hebrews 10:17
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9

My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous 1 John 2:1

	I even I am He who blots out your sins for My own sake and will never think of them again. Isaiah 43:25

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the sins of us all. Isaiah 53:6

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Romans 5:1

There is now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus. Romans 8:1

Who dares accuse us whom God has chosen for His own? Will God! No! He is the one who has forgiven us and given us a right standing with Himself. Who then will condemn us? Will Christ? No! For He is the one who died for us and came back to life again for us and is sitting at the place of highest honour next to God pleading for us there in heaven. Romans 8:33,34

For He has made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we could have the righteousness of God in Him. 2 Corinthians 5:21

And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. Hebrews 10:17

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9

My little children, these things I write to you that you may stay away from sin. However if we sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous One. 1 John 2:1




TOPIC

CHRISTIAN LIFE – DOUBT

1. When we have a doubt we must be honest with God.

2. Write your doubts out on paper clearly so that you are ready to see the answer when it comes.

3. Commit this before the Lord in prayer. Express it bluntly and openly and expect God to answer. Nehemiah 1:4 -11 Mark 9:24

4. The Bible tells us to cast our cares upon him, 1 Peter 4:19, 5:7. "Cares" are anything that concern us

5. Use a concordance to find verses dealing with the subject which concerns you.  Ask yourself the following questions:

a) What does the Bible state about my doubt/concern?

b) What definite statements does the Bible make about this subject? 

c) Do I believe God's word on this issue?

[29] DOES YOUR LIFE LACK DIRECTION?

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Psalm 23:2,3

Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass. Psalm 37:5

The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way. Psalm 37:23
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. Psalm 119:105
If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. Psalm 139:9,10
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. Proverbs 3:6
I will lead them in paths that they have not known: I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight. These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them. Isaiah 42:16

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. John 16:13
	He makes me to lie down in green pastures: He leads me beside the still waters. He restores my soul: He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake. Psalm 23:2,3

Commit your way unto the Lord; trust also in Him; and He shall bring it to pass. Psalm 37:5

The steps of a good man are directed by the Lord and He delights in each step they take. Psalm 37:23

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. Psalm 119:105

If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; even there shall Your hand lead me, and Your right hand shall hold me. Psalm 139:9,10

In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths. Proverbs 3:6

I will lead them in paths that they have not previously known: I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight. These things will I do for them and not forsake them. Isaiah 42:16

When the Spirit of truth is come, He will guide you into all truth: for He shall not speak of Himself; but what He shall hear from Me, that shall He speak: and He will show you things to come. John 16:13




TOPIC

GOD – DIVINE GUIDANCE: THE WILL OF GOD

1. Three categories of will in history

a) Divine will (sovereignty)

b) Angelic will.

c) Human will.

2. Main areas of the will of God (1 John 3:23)

a) For the unbeliever - salvation (2 Peter 3:9)

b) For the believer - spirituality (Ephesians 5:18)

3. Christ has free will (Matthew 26:42, Hebrews 10:7, 9)

a) No free will in mankind would imply no free will in Christ.

b) The basic principles of divine guidance however are based on the fact that man possesses free will to choose for or against God.

4. Type of will of God as related to the human race (e.g. Balaam)

a) Directive (Numbers 22:12) - What God directs

b) Permissive (Numbers 22:20) - What God allows

c) Overruling (Numbers 23) - When God overrules

5. Principles of Guidance

a) Knowledge of biblical principles in the believer (Psalm 32:8, Proverbs 3:1-6, Isaiah 58:11, Romans 12:2)

b) Surrender and filling of the Holy Spirit (Romans 6:13, Romans 12:1-2, Ephesians 5:17-18, 1 John 1:9)

c) Growth - to eat meat and not rely on milk (1 Corinthians 3:1-4)

6. Categories of the will of God

a) Viewpoint will of God - What does He want me to think?

b) Operational will of God - What does He want me to do?

c) Geographical will of God - Where does He want me to be?

7. An example of the will of God (Acts 11) - the Guidance of Peter

a) Guidance through prayer (vs 5)

b) Guidance through the mind (vs 6)

c) Guidance through the word (vs 7-10)

d) Guidance through providential circumstances (vs 11)

e) Guidance through the filling of the Spirit (vs 12)

f) Guidance through fellowship and comparison of data (vs 13-15)

g) Guidance through remembering Scripture (vs 16)

[30] ARE FINANCES ALWAYS A WORRY?

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. Psalm 1:3

Trust in the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed. Psalm 37:3

For your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. Matthew 6:32 b

If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him? Matthew 7:11

Consider the ravens: for they neither sow nor reap; which neither have storehouse nor barn; and God feedeth them: how much more are ye better than the fowls? Luke 12:24

If then God so clothe the grass, which is to day in the field, and to morrow is cast into the oven; how much more will he clothe you, O ye of little faith? Luke 12:28

For all these things do the nations of the world seek after: and your Father knoweth that ye have need of these things. But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you. Luke 12:30,31

And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son John 14:13

But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:19


	He is like a tree planted by streams of water, that produces its fruit in its season; whose leaf does not wither; and everything he does shall prosper. Psalm 1:3

Trust in the Lord and do good so that you shall dwell in the land and enjoy security. Psalm 37:3

Your heavenly Father knows that you have need of all these things. Matthew 6:32 b

If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask Him? Matthew 7:11

Look at the ravens, they don’t plant, harvest or have barns to store away their food and yet they get along alright for God feeds them and you are far more valuable to Him than any birds! Luke 12:24

If God provides clothing for the flowers that are here today and gone tomorrow don’t you suppose that He will provide clothing for you, you doubters. Luke 12:28

For all these things do the nations of the world seek after: and your Father knows that you have need of these things. Instead seek the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you. Luke 12:30,31

Whatever you shall ask in My name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son John 14:13

But my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:19




TOPIC

CHRISTIAN LIFE – PROSPERITY OF THE CHURCH AGE BELIEVER

1. Nearly every letter of Paul opens with the prayer greeting, "Grace mercy and peace to you all from God...." i.e. Gods love in action, unmerited favour and blessing in all areas of life and peace. Eirene means the equivalent to prosperity, a relaxed mental attitude, rest in soul, no strife.  

2.  "Peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus" Philippians 4:7.  Peace of mind is the greatest prosperity of all! This is what the wealthy crave for and the lack of it is why they often suicide !

3. Israel looked to blessing in time as the key thing. For them, power/money/status is a sign of spiritual blessing! This is not necessarily so for our age of history. There is no direct promise to Christians that spirituality will equate to monetary wealth. The principle of Matthew 6:31 -34 applies to us. Put God first and do not worry about future, i.e. apply doctrine and get to work. (Lord will not see you short, 1 Corinthians 10:13, you will never be pushed beyond what you are able, with doctrine, to stand). In Israel to be in poverty was considered judgement, but this is not so for the Christian, Philippians 4:11, "In whatever state I find myself there I am content." 

4. Christian maturity means spiritually minded, Peace and Prosperity, c.f. carnally minded or death. Romans 8:6.   To be carnally minded is to be concerned for things that decay!, living death! We are to be concerned for things of eternal consequence and therefore liberated. 

5. Not having our eyes on earthly treasures. Matthew 6:21 - for where your thoughts are = there your soul rests and lives! Question for you, Where does your soul live today?  Turn to James 5:1-6 (Read). NB:    James is writing to believers with unjust business practices. Turn to Luke 12:16-21 (Read). The warning is clear, don't be the richest man in the cemetery!

6. Our treasure is hidden in earthen vessels which is doctrine in the soul! 2 Corinthians 4:6,7

7. Riches = Gods word. Colossians 3:15&16. The result of this is that others are blessed and comforted. 

8. Prosperity for believer is Fruit of Spirit in the Soul. Galatians 5:22, Ephesians 1:3. Love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith 

9. The overflow of this spiritual status may be physical and monetary prosperity. It is bona fide for mature believers to pray for money!  3 John 2 "I wish that you may prosper and be in health, even as your soul prospers." 

This is a good prayer, that a person’s wealth keeps up with their spiritual resources to cope with it!   Such a believer will use their wealth to honour God.

If this physical prosperity is part of Gods will for us, then we can relax with it, for we can only give as we prosper! 1 Corinthians 16:2. The point in these verses is that God pours when we have the spiritual capacity to cope and use it. Read 1Timothy 6:6-12 
[31] ARE YOU UNHAPPY?

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. Psalm 118:24

He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds. Psalm 147:3

He that handleth a matter wisely shall find good: and whoso trusteth in the Lord, happy is he. Proverbs 16:20

For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Isaiah 55:12

Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation. Habakkuk 3:17,18

These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. John 15:11

Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory 1 Peter 1:8

But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled 1 Peter 3:14


	This is the day which the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. Psalm 118:24

It is He that heals the broken in heart, and binds up their wounds. Psalm 147:3

God blesses those who obey Him; happy is the man who puts his trust in the Lord. Proverbs 16:20

For you shall go out with joy and be led out with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Isaiah 55:12

Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no crop; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation. Habakkuk 3:17,18

These things have I spoken unto you, that My joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. John 15:11

Whom having not seen, you love; in whom, though you do not see him now, yet believing, you rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory 1 Peter 1:8

But even if you suffer for righteousness' sake you will be blessed. Do not be terrified or troubled by their threat. 1 Peter 3:14



TOPIC  HAPPINESS – HAPPINESS AND EXPERIMENTS IN ECCLESIASTES  [see chapter 4 page20] 

[32] DO YOU NEED PROTECTION?

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, LORD, only makest me dwell in safety. Psalm 4:8

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? Psalm 27:1

Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all Psalm 34:19

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Psalm 46:1

For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. Psalm 91:11

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt revive me: thou shalt stretch forth thine hand against the wrath of mine enemies, and thy right hand shall save me  Psalm 138:7

When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. Isaiah 43:2

For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day 2 Timothy 1:12

And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good? 1 Peter 3:13 


	I will lie down in peace and sleep for though I am alone O Lord You will keep me safe. Psalm 4:8

The Lord is my light and my salvation; who shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? Psalm 27:1

The good man does not escape all troubles, he has them too. But the Lord helps in each and every one. Psalm 34:19

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Psalm 46:1

For He shall give His angels charge over you, to keep you wherever you go. Psalm 91:11

Though I am surrounded by troubles You will brig me safely through them. You will clench your fist against the anger of my enemies and Your power will save me. Psalm 138:7

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow you: when you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned; neither shall the flame fasten on you. Isaiah 43:2

Because of this I also suffer these things but I am not ashamed: for I know Whom I have believed in and am convinced that He is able to guard until that Day what has been entrusted to me. 2 Timothy 1:12

Who is he that will harm you if you are followers of that which is good? 1 Peter 3:13 




TOPIC

GOD – WORK OF THE FATHER AND THE SPIRIT

1. The virgin birth is the work of the Father and the Spirit John 1:18, Matthew 1:18, Luke 1:28

2. At the Lord's baptism the Holy Spirit is given to the Lord without measure John 3:34, Matthew 3:16. The Lord's ministry begins with the special anointing of the Holy Spirit so that He can minister in the power of the Spirit

3. This is illustrated by the miracles of Christ which are done in the power of the Holy Spirit ‑ Matthew 12:18, Luke 4:14‑21

4. All the way through His ministry He expresses his obedience to His Father's will. The Lord Jesus Christ as God was present in eternity past at the divine decrees but he says that He must be about His Fathers business. His Father is the planner. He shows that he is in obedience as a man. We should also be that way. I have come in my Father's name He said Luke 2:49, John 5:30. John 8:28, 38, 54

5. All the works that were done were in the Father's name ‑ John 10:25, 32, 37

6. The Lord speaks of the unity of the Father and himself John 10:30, 14:20. You in the father, I in the Father . We are in Him.

7. The Lord's obedience to the Father was total, in His humanity John 14:28. We must follow him in acknowledging that the Father is superior. The Lord's obedience in His graciousness is seen here. He sets us the example to follow. He takes the Father's will whether it was good or bad. At times you have a hard thing to take, you have a time of suffering John 18:11 

8. The perfect relationship between the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit was suspended for those three terrible hours on the Cross when the Lord became sin for us in perfect obedience to the will of the Father. 2 Corinthians 5:21`, Psalm 22:1, Matthew 27:46, Luke 15:34 

[33] IS SICKNESS A PROBLEM?

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	And the Lord will take away from thee all sickness, and will put none of the evil diseases of Egypt, which thou knowest, upon thee; but will lay them upon all them that hate thee. Deuteronomy 7:15

For I will restore health unto thee, and I will heal thee of thy wounds, saith the Lord; because they called thee an Outcast, saying, This is Zion, whom no man seeketh after. Jeremiah 30:17

There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. 1 Corinthians 10:13

For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory 2 Corinthians 4:17

And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 2 Corinthians 12:9

And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. James 5:15


	And the Lord will take away from you all sickness, and will put none of the evil diseases of Egypt, which you knew upon you; but will lay them upon all them that hate you. Deuteronomy 7:15

For I will restore health unto you, and I will heal you of your wounds, says the Lord; because they called you an outcast, saying, This is Zion, who no man seeks after. Jeremiah 30:17

There is no testing that has confronted you that does not confront many others but God is faithful, who will not allow you to suffer testing above that you are able to bear but will with the testing also make a way to escape so that you may be able to bear it. 1 Corinthians 10:13

For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, works for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory 2 Corinthians 4:17

He said to me, My grace is sufficient for you for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Therefore with joy I will give glory in my weakness that the power of Christ may be shown by me. 2 Corinthians 12:9

And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he has committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. James 5:15




TOPIC

HEALING – THERE IS NO HEALING IN THE ATONEMENT

1. Scripture (Matthew 8:16-17) "When the even was come, they brought unto Him many that were possessed by devils and He cast out the spirits with his Word, and healed all that were sick, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esias the prophet saying, 'Himself took our infirmities and bare our sicknesses. 

2. Many misinterpret this passage as indicating that the atoning work of Jesus Christ forgives sin and heals sicknesses.

3. In (Matthew 8:1-17) there are four types of sickness - leprosy, paralysis, fever, demon possession.

4. In (Matthew 8:17) the word "took" means to take them by the hand and lead them away.  Alleviation of suffering is in focus rather than the transferring of suffering to Christ.  The diseases of these people were not transferred to Christ. He did not receive our leprosy, paralysis or fever.  And Jesus was not demon possessed - that's blasphemy.

5. Sickness and death are the result of sin.  Jesus had power to forgive sin, and therefore to heal sickness.  Jesus healed sickness to show that He was Messiah (Mark 2:3-12)

6. In the atonement, Christ bore our SINS in His own body on the tree, never SICKNESS. (1 Peter 2:24).  Jesus took away their diseases but did not have them transferred to Himself.

7. The purpose of the atonement, therefore, is to pay the penalty of sin, not to provide healing for sicknesses.

[34] WHAT ABOUT YOUR FRIENDS?

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. Psalm 1:1

He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a companion of fools shall be destroyed. Proverbs 13:20

A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother. Proverbs 18:24

Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. John 15:14,15

Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners. 1 Corinthians 15:33

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 2 Corinthians 5:17

Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you. 2 Corinthians 6:17

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 1 John 1:7


	O, the joys of those who do not follow evil men’s advice, who do not associate with unbelievers scoffing at the things of God. Psalm 1:1

He who walks with wise men shall be wise: but a companion of fools will suffer harm. Proverbs 13:20

There are “friends” who pretend to be friends but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother. Proverbs 18:24

You are my friends if you do what I command you. From now on I do not call you servants; for the servant doesn’t know what his lord does: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. John 15:14,15

Do not be deceived evil friends corrupt good morals 1 Corinthians 15:33

Therefore if anybody is in Christ, he is a new creation: old things have passed away and a new life has begun. 2 Corinthians 5:17

The Lord has said “Leave them, separate yourself from them, don’t touch their filthy things and I will welcome you”. 2 Corinthians 6:17

But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin. 1 John 1:7




TOPIC

GOD – GOD CARES FOR YOU

1. God knows ...

a) Our sorrows. (Exodus 3:7)

b) Our devotions. (2 Chronicles 16:9)

c) Our thoughts. (Psalm 44:21)

d) Our foolishness. (Psalm 69:5)

e) Our frailties. (Psalm 103:14)

f) Our deeds. (Psalm 139:2)

g) Our words. (Psalm 139:4)

h) The composition of the universe. (Psalm 147:4)

i) All things. (Proverbs 15:3)

j) Our needs. (Matthew 6:32)

k) About animal creation. (Matthew 10:29)

l) Mankind. (Matthew 10:30)

m) What might or could have been. (Matthew 11:23)

n) His own. (John 10:14)

o) Past, present and future. (Acts 15:18)

2. God is able to ...

a) Save forever those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ - Hebrews 7:25

b) Supply every need - 2 Corinthians 9:8

c) Deliver all who are tempted - Hebrews 2:18

d) Sustain the weak believer and make him stand - Romans 14:4

e) Keep us from falling and make us blameless - Jude 24,25

f) Surpass all that we could ask or think - Ephesians 3:20

g) Raise us up in resurrection in the likeness of His Son - Hebrews 11:19

3. With God, all things are possible - Matthew 19:26

4. God is in control. Nothing will ever happen to you that you are not able to deal with. (1 Corinthians 10:13)

5. God's character is stable.

a) If God is for you who can be against you. (Romans 8:31-34)

b) No matter what happens God's love is stable. (Romans 8:35-39)

6. God's promises are secure for He is always with us. (Matthew 28:19-20, Jeremiah 1:19)

7. God's power is always the same:-

a) He will always keep us. (John 10:29, 2 Timothy 1:12,)

b) God does not forget us or lose His power to keep. (Jude 24)

c) Even if we fall away from fellowship we still are saved. (2 Timothy 2:13)

8. God knew before time what we would need in time and has provided for the supply of all our needs. (Philippians 4:19, Hebrews 4:16, Ephesians 3:12,)

9. God has the power to bless us. (2 Corinthians 9:8)

10. God is able to make all grace abound towards us. (Ephesians 3:20)

[35] IS A GOOD REPUTATION IMPORTANT?

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	Thou shalt be hid from the scourge of the tongue: neither shalt thou be afraid of destruction when it cometh Job 5:21
If iniquity be in thine hand, put it far away, and let not wickedness dwell in thy tabernacles. For then shalt thou lift up thy face without spot; yea, thou shalt be stedfast, and shalt not fear Job 11:14,15

Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass. And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the noonday. Psalm 37:5,6

He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city. Proverbs 16:32

A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather than silver and gold. Proverbs 22:1

A good name is better than precious ointment Ecclesiastes 7:1a

Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness, the people in whose heart is my law; fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of their revilings. Isaiah 51:7

If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified. 1 Peter 4:14


	You shall be safe from slander and have no fear of the future. Job 5:21

If you will banish sin far from your life and leave all iniquity behind you then you will be able to lift your face without shame and to be steadfast and fearless. Job 11:14,15

Commit your way to the Lord; trust also in Him; and He shall bring it to pass. And He will develop righteousness in you as the light and your judgment will be as the noonday. Psalm 37:5,6

He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that rules his spirit than he that takes a city. Proverbs 16:32

A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather than silver and gold. Proverbs 22:1

A good name is better than precious ointment.   Ecclesiastes 7:1a

Listen to Me, you that know right from wrong, and really love My laws in your hearts. Do not be afraid of their hate filled words. Isaiah 51:7

If you are defamed for the name of Christ you are blessed because the Spirit of glory, yes, the Spirit of God is resting on you. 1 Peter 4:14



TOPIC

CHRISTIAN LIFE – AMBASSADORSHIP

1. An Ambassador does not appoint himself, he is appointed by the nation he represents, the king he represents, the person he represents. We are appointed by God. (2 Corinthians 5:20).

2. An Ambassador does not support himself. We are sustained and protected by God (Philippians 4:19).

3. An Ambassador does not represent himself. We represent God on earth. (Matthew 28:19-20).

4. An Ambassador does not belong to the nation to which he is sent. Positionally we are in heaven, experientially we are in the world (Philippians 3:20, John 15:19).

5. All Ambassadors have instructions in written form. We have the Word of God (1 Thessalonians 4:1-2).

6. An Ambassador representing his country does not treat any insult as personal. (Matthew 5:11-12).

7. When an Ambassador is recalled from a country it is tantamount to declaration of war. After the Rapture there will be massive warfare on earth. All Christians will be recalled at the Rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:13-17).

[36] DO YOU OFTEN FEEL INSECURE?

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms: and he shall thrust out the enemy from before thee Deuteronomy 33:27

The LORD also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble. And they that know thy name will put their trust in thee: for thou, LORD, hast not forsaken them that seek thee. Psalm 9:9,10

Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand. Psalm 37:24

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Psalm 46:1

For thou hast been a strength to the poor, a strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow from the heat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall. Isaiah 25:4

For I the LORD thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee. Isaiah 41:13

What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? Romans 8:31

I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. Philippians 4:13

So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me. Hebrews 13:6
	The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms and He shall thrust out the enemy from before you.  Deuteronomy 33:27

The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble. And they that know Your name will put their trust in You: for You Lord, have not forsaken those that seek You. Psalm 9:9,10

Though he falls, he shall not be totally cast down for the Lord upholds him with His hand. Psalm 37:24

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Psalm 46:1

But to the poor O Lord You are a refuge from the storm, a shadow from the heat, a shelter from merciless men who are like a driving rain that destroys a wall of earth. Isaiah 25:4

For I the Lord your God will hold your right hand, saying to you, Fear not; I will help you. Isaiah 41:13

What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? Romans 8:31

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4:13

The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do to me. Hebrews 13:6



TOPIC - GOD – PLAN OF GOD [see chapter 10 page 128]

[37] DO YOU NEED WISDOM?

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels Proverbs 1:5

For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding. He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly. Proverbs 2:6,7

Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. Proverbs 3:5,6

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding. Proverbs 9:10

Understanding is a wellspring of life unto him that hath it. Proverbs 16:22a

But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 1 Corinthians 2:10

But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But he that is spiritual judgeth all things,.1 Corinthians 2:14,15a

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. James 1:5


	A wise man will hear and increase his learning; a man of understanding will progress to leadership. Proverbs 1:5

For the Lord grants wisdom! His every word is a treasure of knowledge and understanding. He grants good sense to the godly, His saints. He is their shield protecting them and guarding their pathway. Proverbs 2:6,7

Trust in the Lord with all your heart; and lean not unto your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths. Proverbs 3:5,6

The reverence of the Lord is basic to all wisdom. Knowing God results in every other kind  of understanding. Proverbs 9:10

Wisdom is a fountain of life for those possessing it. Proverbs 16:22a

But God has revealed them to us by His Spirit who searches out and shows us all of God’s deepest secrets.1 Corinthians 2:10

The unbeliever does not understand the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness to him: nor can he know them, because they are spiritually understood. But the spiritual believer is able to evaluate all things.1 Corinthians 2:14,15a

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, Who gives to all men freely, and never holds back, and it shall be given to him. James 1:5




TOPIC – WISDOM [see chapter 4 page 16] 

[38] ARE YOU LONELY?

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	I have set the LORD always before me: because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved Psalm 16:8

When my father and my mother forsake me, then the LORD will take me up. Psalm 27:10

For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the LORD that hath mercy on thee. Isaiah 54:10

The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee. Jeremiah 31:3

The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. John 10:10

I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. John 14:18

Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. Hebrews 13:5

Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. James 4:8

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 1 John 1:3


	I am always thinking of the Lord and because He is so near I never need to stumble or to fall. Psalm 16:8

For if my father and mother should abandon me You would welcome and comfort me. Psalm 27:10

The mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but My kindness shall not depart from you, nor shall the covenant of My peace be removed says the Lord who has mercy on you. Isaiah 54:10

Long ago the Lord appeared to me, saying, Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love: therefore with loving kindness have I drawn you. Jeremiah 31:3

The thief comes for no other reason but to steal, kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. John 10:10

I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. John 14:18

Stay away from the love of money be satisfied with what you have for God has said I will never, never fail you nor forsake you. Hebrews 13:5

Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you. Confess your sins to God you sinners and become single minded followers of Him. James 4:8

We saw Him and heard Him and are telling you so that you too may enjoy fellowship along with us. And this fellowship of ours is with the Father and His Son Jesus Christ. 1 John 1:3




TOPIC

GOD – COMFORT FOR BELIEVERS

1. God is in control. Nothing will ever happen to you as a Christian that you have not had the opportunity to develop resources to deal with. (1 Corinthians 10:13)

2. God's character is stable.

(a) If God is for you who can be against you. (Romans 8:31-34)

(b) No matter what happens God's love is stable. (Romans 8:35-39)

3. God's promises are secure for He is always with us. (Matthew 28:19-20, Jeremiah 1:19)

4. God's power is always the same:-

(a) He will always keep us. (John 10:29, 2 Timothy 1:12,)

(b) God does not forget us or lose His power to keep. (Jude 24)

(c) Even if we fall away from fellowship we still are saved. (2 Timothy 2:13)

5. God knew before time what we would need in time and has provided for the supply of all our needs. (Philippians 4:19, Hebrews 4:16, Ephesians 3:12,)

6. God has the power to bless us. (2 Corinthians 9:8)

7. God is able to make all grace abound towards us. (Ephesians 3:20)

8. We should grow to the place of real confidence and blessing. (2 Peter 3:18)

9. We do this by feeding on His Word. (John 6:29, 33, 63)

[39] ARE YOU IMPATIENT FOR THINGS TO HAPPEN?

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	I waited patiently for the LORD; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry. Psalm 40:1

To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven Ecclesiastes 3:1 

But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. Isaiah 40:31

And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; and patience, experience; and experience, hope Romans 5:3,4

Nevertheless, brethren, I have written the more boldly unto you in some sort, as putting you in mind, because of the grace that is given to me of God Romans 15:5

And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. Galatians 6:9

Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompense of reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry. Hebrews 10:35-37

But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. Hebrews 11:6


	I waited patiently for God to help me then He listened and heard my cry. Psalm 40:1

To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven Ecclesiastes 3:1 

They that wait upon the Lord will renew their strength; they will mount up with wings like eagles; they will run, and not be weary; and they will walk, and not faint. Isaiah 40:31

We can rejoice also when we run into problems and trials for we know that they are good for us as they help us to learn patience and experience hope. Romans 5:3,4

May God who gives patience, steadiness and encouragement help you to live in complete harmony with each other, each with an attitude of Christ toward the other. Romans 15:5

Let us do what is right without tiring of it for at its proper time we shall reap if we do not give up. Galatians 6:9

Do not let this happy trust in the Lord die away no matter what happen. Remember your reward! You need to keep on doing God’s will if you want Him to do all that He has promised. Hebrews 10:35-37

But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for He that comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him. Hebrews 11:6




TOPIC

CHRISTIAN LIFE – FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

1. The filling of the Holy Spirit produces fruit in the life, love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. Galatians 5:22-23.  Note that "fruit" is singular - all the characters are produced at the same time in the filling of the Holy Spirit.

2. The Fruit of the Spirit is also listed as follows:- 

Romans 14:17 - Righteousness, Peace, Joy

Colossians 3:12-15 - Compassion, Kindness, Humility, Gentleness, Patience, Forgiveness, Love, Peace, Thankfulness

1Thessalonians 1:3 - Faith, Love, Endurance, Hope

3. In principle, it is the imitation of God Ephesians 5:1. The reason we are left on the earth after salvation is to produce fruit. John 15:16, Philippians 4:17

4. We produce fruit by hearing the word (Mark 4:20-28) and applying it to our lives. Hebrews 4:2

5. Failure to grow and produce fruit means divine discipline even to the point of the believer's early departure from this life. Luke 13:6-9 John 15:2

6. Rewards in eternity are distributed on the basis of faithful production. 1 Corinthians 3:10-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10

7. Fruit is not to be confused with spiritual gifts. These are listed in Romans 12:6-8; 15:18-19; 1 Corinthians 12:8,10, 1 Corinthians 12:28-30; Ephesians 4:1 and other places.

8. One can know Christians by their fruit.  Matthew 7:16-20; Luke 6:43-45; 1John 3:10 & 11; John 15:8 especially by their love (John 13:35) but not by their gifts, as Satan can imitate them  2Thessalonians 2:9.

9. Three natural fruits represent some of the facets of the fruit of the Spirit: Apples - love, Grapes - Joy, Pomegranates - Peace.

10. In Galatians 5: 22-23 the fruit of the Spirit is divided into three sections 

[a] Love, Joy and Peace towards God; 

[b] Patience, Goodness and Kindness towards others; 

[c] Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-control towards oneself.

[40] WHAT IF YOU ARE PERSECUTED BY OTHERS?

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms: and he shall thrust out the enemy from before thee Deuteronomy 33:27

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. Psalm 23:5

Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall sustain thee: he shall never suffer the righteous to be moved. Psalm 55:22

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt revive me: thou shalt stretch forth thine hand against the wrath of mine enemies, and thy right hand shall save me. Psalm 138:7

Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:10

But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you, that ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven Matthew 5:44,45a

For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ. 2 Corinthians 1:5

We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair, persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed 2 Corinthians 4:8,9


	The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms and He shall thrust out the enemy from before you.  Deuteronomy 33:27

You prepared a table before me in the presence of my enemies: you anointed my head with oil; my cup runs over. Psalm 23:5

Give your burdens to the Lord. He will carry them. He will not permit the godly to slip or fall. Psalm 55:22

Though I am surrounded by troubles You will bring me safely through them, You will clench your fist against the anger of my enemies and Your power will save me. Psalm 138:7

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:10

But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you, that you may be the children of your Father which is in heaven. Matthew 5:44,45a

You can be sure the more that we undergo sufferings for Christ the more He will shower us with His comfort and encouragement. 2 Corinthians 1:5

We are pressed on every side with troubles but not crushed or broken. We are perplexed because we do not know why things happen as they do but we do not give up and quit. We are hunted down, but God never abandons us. We get knocked down but we get up again and keep going. 2 Corinthians 4:8,9




TOPIC

PERSECUTION

1. From the beginning of time the good have been persecuted by the evil, the believer by the unbeliever, the spiritual by the carnal. (Genesis 4:5-8, 37:23, Exodus 1:10ff, Matthew 5:12, Luke 11:47-51, Acts 7: 52)

2. Hatred of godly people comes from their silent conviction of sin in the lives of those who are disobedient. (John 3:16-36, 15:22-25, Hebrews 11:38, 1 John 3:12)

3. Jesus warned his followers that they would face persecution. (Matthew 5:11, 12, 44,  10:23, Luke  11:49, 21:12, Mark 4:17, John 15:20 , 21)

4. The Lord was persecuted unto death.

5. The early church faced persecution very soon after the resurrection. (John 20:19, Acts 3, 4, 6, 7,9,12)

6. The apostles were persecuted. Of all the apostles, only John died a "natural" death - all of the others were martyred. (Acts  9:1-3, 12 1-5, 1 Corinthians 20:19, 2 Corinthians 11:23 ff.)

7. Persecution refines and strengthens faith. (James 1:2-4)

8. All who have suffered persecution for the Lord's sake will receive a crown of reward and eternal blessing. (John 16:33, Revelation 6:9-11, 8:9-17, 20:4, 5)

[41] ARE YOU GRIEVING OVER OTHERS?

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. Psalm 51:17

This is my comfort in my affliction: for thy word hath quickened me. Psalm 119:50

For all those things hath mine hand made, and all those things have been, saith the LORD: but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word. Isaiah 66:2

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. Matthew 5:4

I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. John 14:18

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. Romans 8:28

Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. 2 Corinthians 1:3,4

Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work. 2 Thessalonians 2:16,17


	The sacrifices of God are genuine sorrow from a humble heart. God will not reject such an attitude. Psalm 51:17

This is my comfort in my troubles: for your word has made me alive. Psalm 119:50

I am the Creator of all things says the Lord but I will look with pity on the man who has a humble and contrite heart, who trembles at My word. Isaiah 66:2

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. Matthew 5:4

I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. John 14:18

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose. Romans 8:28

Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort who comforts us in all our troubles, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort which we ourselves are comforted by God. 2 Corinthians 1:3,4

May the Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father who has loved us and given us everlasting comfort and hope which we don’t deserve comfort your hearts with all comfort and help you in every good thing to say and do. 2 Thessalonians 2:16,17




TOPIC

CHRISTIAN LIFE – SUFFERING

1. Ultimately, all suffering is a result of the sin of Adam.

2. God is sovereign and allows even undeserved suffering to come upon the world for a reason (Romans 8:28)

a) To bring people to a point of helplessness where they call out to Him

b) To test and develop faith, so bringing glory to Himself.

3. There will be no suffering for believers in eternity (Revelation 21:4).

4. Unbelievers will suffer forever in the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:12-15).

5. Suffering can be caused by:

a) Discipline for your own sins

b) The effect of the sins of others on you - gossip, war, crime

c) Self-induced suffering as a result of your own actions – e.g. sickness from smoking, poverty from poor stewardship

d) The sovereign will of God - health, weather.

6. Premise of Suffering:

a) All suffering is designed for blessing in the Christian walk (1 Peter 1:7, 8, 4:14)

b) Even discipline is designed to restore fellowship (Hebrews 12:6)

c) Suffering follows the principle of grace (Romans 8:28, 1 Thessalonians 5:18).

7. Purpose of Christian Suffering:

a) To receive discipline for carnality or backsliding (Psalm 38)

b) To glorify God (Job 1:8-12, Luke 15:20, 21)

c) To illustrate doctrine (Book of Hosea)

d) To learn obedience (Philippians 2:8, Hebrews 5:8)

e) To keep down pride (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

f) To develop faith (1 Peter 1:7, 8)

g) To witness for Christ (2 Corinthians 13:4)

h) To demonstrate the power of God (2 Corinthians 11:24-33, 2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

i) To manifest the fruit of the Spirit (2 Corinthians 4:8-11)

j) To help others who suffer (2 Corinthians 1:3-5)

k) From indirect action - because other believers get out of fellowship (Romans 14, 1Corinthians 12:12, 13, 26, 1Samuel 21, 1Chronicles 21).

8. Dealing With Suffering - Applying Spiritual Daily Orders:

To be a believer is to be associated with suffering.  It is not a strange thing, it is our duty, and we are to take it as a soldier takes the rigours of a long campaign;  without complaint, and with dignity and strength.  

The five “Daily Orders” for the battle against the adversary, to be applied in the church age, in the power of the Holy Spirit are found in 1Peter 5:8,9.  They will protect us against the cunning of the “lion”.

a) Be Sober! - At all times be self controlled, not under the control of any emotion, or any other substance (drink or drugs), but only by the Holy Spirit. Romans 13:11-13, 1 Thessalonians 5:6 -8.

b) Be Vigilant! - At all times, stay awake to danger, don’t relax your guard, don’t get careless.

c) Resist! - Stand up to, resist, oppose everything he stands for. Zero tolerance of evil is to be the standard for our lives. Also refer, Luke 4:3-12,  Ephesians 4:27, 6:11-13,  James 4:7.

d) Be steadfast in the faith once delivered to the apostles! Be unbreakable, stand as a solid mass of soldiers resisting attack.  Stand with the apostolic doctrines, and their practices.  As a local church be united, stand together, tight and committed to each other.

e) Keep on knowing you are not alone!  All believers suffer pressures when they stand for their Lord. 

[42] DO YOU FEEL INADEQUATE OR FRUSTRATED?

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass. Psalm 37:5

And of his fullness have all we received, and grace for grace. For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. John 1:16,17

Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. Romans 8:37

But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption 1 Corinthians 1:30

I am crucified with Christ: neverthless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. Galatians 2:20

And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; and hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus Ephesians 2:1,6

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 4:16

Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. Hebrews 7:25


	Commit your way to the LORD; trust also in Him; and He shall bring it to pass. Psalm 37:5

And of His fullness we have all received grace upon grace. For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. John 1:16,17

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us. Romans 8:37

For it is from God alone that you have your life through Jesus Christ. He showed us God’s plan of salvation, He was the one who made us acceptable to God, He brought us near to God and gave Himself to free us from slavery to sin. 1 Corinthians 1:30

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ lives in me: and the life which I now live in this body I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. Galatians 2:20

And you has He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins; and has raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.  Ephesians 2:1,6

Let us therefore come boldly to the Throne of Grace that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 4:16

And so He is able also to save them totally; all who come to God by Him as He ever lives to make intercession for them. Hebrews 7:25




TOPIC

CHRISTIAN LIFE – CAPACITY FOR LIFE

1. Jesus prayer for all believers is that we might have “joy fulfilled in us” John 10:10, 17:13. His prayer expresses the desire for us all, that we might have his joy within us; a fountain of joy welling up within our souls, so that we can rejoice in him in every situation of life.

2. Paul repeats this prayer to the Corinthians in 2 Corinthians 9:6. Only as we sow do we reap. Only as we grow spiritually, rejoicing in all that the Lord sends our way, do we enter the reality of the life of joy.  This is not a life of false smiles and cheery grins that have nothing behind them, but the biblical joy of the soul of a believer who rests and rejoices in all God is doing with them, and is walking close to their loved Lord. 

3. Christian maturity is another way of expressing this joy. One expression of this is the giving of the mature believer, with real capacity for enjoyment of everything life throws at them, and real enjoyment of passing blessing on through giving. 1 Corinthians 9:7.

4. God’s desire is to super-abundantly give us things that we can turn into more blessing for others. These super-abundant blessings may be opportunities, monies, assets, gifts, friendships, ministries, sufferings, or positions to be filled from which influences can be had. God’s desire is to give us more and more, so we use more and more, and so our ministry grows, and so the Lord is glorified through our life more and more. 1 Corinthians 9:8-11.

5. In this concept of “capacity for life” we see the truth of the real prosperity gospel. God’s desire is to enrich us, but this does not refer to money alone or at all, in most cases. 

None of the apostolic band died wealthy, all however died rich beyond all the men of their day. All were given abundance of blessings, but often within sufferings, yet they turned their sadness into joy, their pain and discomfort into occasions for rejoicing. Romans 8:24-39, 2 Corinthians 11:18-12:10. In this last passage we see Paul demonstrating the spirit of joy, the reality of true capacity for life in all situations that life can dish up for him. He is rejoicing in the power of God to bring him through all things with joy and strength, and bring him to the end of his life, though without earthly riches, with heavenly rewards beyond man’s imagining. 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 18. 

[C] PROMISES FOR FUTURE NEEDS

[43] WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD, THE RETURN OF CHRIST

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south. Zechariah 14:4

And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. Matthew 24:30

Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. Matthew 24:42

Again the high priest asked him, and said unto him, Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed? And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. Mark 14:61b, 62

Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he cometh shall find watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them. Luke 12:37

When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. Colossians 3:4


	And His feet will stand at the Second Coming upon the mount of Olives, on the east of Jerusalem, and the mount of Olives will split down the middle, to the east and to the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall move toward the north, and half of it towards the south. Zechariah 14:4

And then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. Then will all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of Man coming with the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. Matthew 24:30

Watch therefore: for you do not know what hour your Lord comes. Matthew 24:42

Again the high priest asked Him “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed”? And Jesus said, “I am, and you will see the Son of man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven”. Mark 14:61b, 62

There will be great joy for those who are ready and waiting for His return. He will make them to sit down to a meal and will come and serve them. Luke 12:37

When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall you all also appear with Him in glory Colossians 3:4




TOPIC

CHRIST – RETURN OF OUR LORD

This is the hope of the church from the day it was announced at his ascension - Acts 1:10,11, and recalled at every communion service, where the believers took the cup with the words, "until he comes" - 1 Corinthians 11:26.  This was the focus and confidence (hope) of the early church, the Lord is risen and he is coming again.    

The great truth of the Lord's coming and all it will mean for mankind and the earth brings Paul to the point of praise filled worship towards the Lord, and he "sings" a doxology to the glory of God – 1Timothy 6:13-16.

The Lord is referred to as the:

1. “Blessed and only potentate”. The Lord is perfectly happy/blessed as he is in control of the universe and his plan is working out. He is the real ruler of the world and this will one day be seen by all.

2. “King of kings”, emphasises that he is ruler over all men who have ever ruled the earth as kings.

3. “Lord of lords”, indicates his victory over the angels, so that he is recognised by all as supreme ruler.   Every knee will bow to him. Isaiah 45:23,  Romans 14:11,  Philippians 2:10.

4. “Who only has immortality”. He alone has by nature and deed true immortality, in that as God he has always been in existence and as man he has defeated sin and death through the cross and resurrection, and it is in his power and because of his position that we have everlasting life (we had a beginning but we will like him, have no end).

5. “Dwelling in the light”. Light was the clothing of Adam and Eve before the fall and is the clothing of the resurrected Lord. He lives in the purity and radiance of unapproachable light. This made the elders of John's vision in Revelation sink to their knees and sing praises. Revelation 4:3-11. 

We do not have the right "vision" of the Lord today in many churches; we see him only as he was on earth, not as he is in heaven now. The phrase of Paul directs Timothy to look up and get a clear view of the Lord as he is in glory and so worship and serve him more appropriately.

6. “Who no man has seen or can see”. This is a confusing passage for the Lord has been seen in his resurrection body and visions of his glory have been given to John and Paul at least. 

What does Paul mean? He means that we see only the Lord in resurrection body since the cross, but not in his full glory as God, for that would completely and literally "blow us away". 

Even John who was granted such a great series of visions that he recorded for us in Revelation, says, "no man has seen God at any time",  1 John 4:12, John 6:46. Maybe we will see him fully as he is, in heaven when we have our resurrection bodies. 1 Corinthians 13:12.

7. “To him belong all honour and power everlasting”. The only one fully deserving honour or reverence is the Lord and he is the only one with true power that lasts forever.

Paul ends this doxology with the "amen", or "so be it". It is the way of saying, "I believe it, it is so", and we must all say amen to the above points, or we will continue worshiping an inadequate view of the Lord.

Do we serve the Lord with an accurate picture in our minds of how he is today? It is easy to be slack when we think of him only as the one who walked the lanes of Israel, but consider the visions of John and bow down before him as he sits or stands in radiant light the all powerful King of kings and Lord of lords, the true ruler of the universe in his full power.

The Lord's coming for the church, terminates the church age and opens the door to the Great Tribulation and then for his final victory over sin and death and the establishment of his kingdom. 

[44] THERE WILL BE A GREAT RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth and though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God Job 19:25,26

Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live John 11:25

But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. Romans 8:11

For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.1 Corinthians 15:21,22

Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus. 2 Corinthians 4:14a

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 1 Thessalonians 4:16,17

But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel 2 Timothy 1:10


	For I know that my Redeemer lives and that He will stand at a future day upon the earth and even though worms destroy this physical body, yet in my new body will I see God.   Job 19:25,26

Jesus said unto her, “I am the resurrection, and the life: all who believe in me, though they die, yet shall they live”. John 11:25

Since the Spirit of God that raised up Jesus from the dead dwells in you He that raised up Christ from the dead shall also bring life to your mortal bodies by His Spirit that dwells in you. Romans 8:11

For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.1 Corinthians 15:21,22

Knowing that He that raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also. 2 Corinthians 4:14 a

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 1 Thessalonians 4:16,17

And now He has made all of this plain to us by the coming of our Saviour Jesus Christ who broke the power of death and showed us the way of everlasting life through trusting Him. 2 Timothy 1:10




TOPIC

RESURRECTION

1. The resurrection of Christ is central to the gospel. (1 Corinthians 15:3-4)

a) Had there been no resurrection then we would all still be in our sins. (1 Corinthians 15:17).

b) Resurrection indicates completion of justification. (Romans 4:25, 2 Corinthians 5:2 1)

c) Resurrection is a guarantee of ultimate sanctification. (1 Corinthians 15:20-23)

d) The resurrection is the Father's seal on Christ's completed work, and the public declaration of its acceptance. 

e) Without the resurrection it is impossible for Christ to be glorified. The humanity of Christ is glorified higher than the angels. (John 7:39, John 16:14)

2. Historical proof of the resurrection:

a) The empty tomb. (Matthew 28)

b) Many of witnesses died rather than change their testimony.

c) Subsequent changes and confidence of the disciples after the resurrection.

d) The day of Pentecost. The reality of the resurrection was so well known that when Peter preached the first two sermons in Jerusalem over 8000 people were saved.  (Acts 2:41, Acts 4:3-4)

e) The observance of the first day of the week as the worship day. (Acts 20:7, 1 Corinthians 16:2, Revelation 1:10)

f) The historic existence of the church. The church worships a literal risen Saviour, and not merely the memory of a dead martyr. (Romans 5:12,14,17, 6:3-9, 8:2, 1 Corinthians 15:26,54-55, Hebrews 2:14)

3. Baptism is a sign of the new resurrection life. (Romans 6:3-11, Colossians 2:12).

4. The Lord's Supper is a reminder of the expected return of the risen Lord. (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)

5. Order of the resurrections:-

a) The first for believers only including Jesus Christ which is divided into four parts.

i) The resurrection of Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:23, Romans 1:4, 1 Thessalonians 1:10, 1 Peter 1:3)

ii) The Rapture of the church (1 Corinthians 15:51-57, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18)
iii) The Old Testament saints and tribulation martyrs at the end of the Tribulation. (Daniel 12:13, Isaiah 26-19-20, Revelation 20:4)

iv) The Millennial saints and those who survive the Tribulation to enter the Millennium in their physical bodies.

b) The second resurrection occurs at the end of the Millennium and is for unbelievers only. They are judged and cast into the lake of fire forever. (1 John 5:28, 29, Revelation 20:12-15, 2 Peter 3:7, Matthew 25:41)

c) Jesus, who must be the first eternally resurrected human, was not raised until three days after the crucifixion.

d) People in the Old Testament who were "raised from the dead" were merely resuscitated, and later died.

e) Matthew 27:52-53 is a transfer scene not a resurrection scene. The transfer is one of saints from paradise to the third heaven (Ephesians 4:8). Some were given resuscitated bodies to witness to the Jews.

6. The sequence of events at the Lord's resurrection is as follows:-

a) Mary Magdalene, Salome and Mary the mother of James and Joses head towards the tomb followed by other women carrying embalming spices.

b) The three find the stone rolled away. Mary Magdalene goes back to tell the disciples. (Luke 23:55-24:9, John 20:1-2)

c) Mary the mother of James and Joses draws near to the tomb and sees the angel. (Matthew 28:2)

d) She goes back to the women carrying the spices.

e) Peter and John who have been advised by Mary Magdalene arrive, look inside the empty tomb and go away. (John 20:3-10)

f) Mary Magdalene returns weeping, sees two angels and then Jesus. (John 20:11-18)

g) As instructed by the Lord she goes to tell the disciples.

h) Mary the mother of James and Joses meets the women with the spices and returning with them they see the two angels. (Luke 24:4-5, Mark 16:5)

i) They also receive advice from the angels and, going to seek the disciples, are met by Jesus. (Matthew 28:8-10)

[45] YOU WILL RECEIVE HEAVENLY REWARDS

	KJV
	MODERN PARAPHRASE

	But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal Matthew 6:20

For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works. Matthew 16:27

His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. Matthew 25:21

Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world Matthew 25:34

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. John 14:1-3

For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. Romans 8:18

Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing 2 Timothy 4:8

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.1 Peter 1:3-5

And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. 1 Peter 5:4

Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 2 Peter 3:13

Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. Revelation 2:10

After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands and cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. Revelation 7:9,10

And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. Revelation 21:4


	Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven where neither moths nor rust can destroy and where thieves do not break in and steal Matthew 6:20

For the Son of man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He shall reward every-one according to their works. Matthew 16:27

His Lord said unto him “Well done, you good and faithful servant: you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Share the happiness of your Lord”. Matthew 25:21

Then shall Jesus the King say unto them on his right hand, ‘Come, blessed ones of my Father inherit the kingdom that has been prepared for you from the foundation of the world’.  Matthew 25:34

Let not your heart be troubled: you believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions: if it was not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And since I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself, that where I am, there you may be also. John 14:1-3

For I truly consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be received and enjoyed by us. Romans 8:18

From this point onwards there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me at that day; and not to me only, but to all them also who long for His Second Coming.  2 Timothy 4:8

All honour to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His boundless mercy has given to us a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. We now have a permanent unchanging inheritance reserved in heaven by the power of God protected through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 1 Peter 1:3-5

And when the chief Shepherd Jesus shall appear, we shall receive a crown of glory that is eternal. 1 Peter 5:4

Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 2 Peter 3:13

Fear none of those things that you shall suffer. The devil will cast some of you into prison, and you will be tested; and you will have great trouble ten days. Be faithful unto death and I will give you a crown of life. Revelation 2:10

After this I looked, and I saw a great crowd of people, which no-one could number of all nations, families, races, and languages. They stood before the throne of the Lamb clothed with white robes and with palm fronds in their hands and cried with loud voices, saying, “Salvation to our God who sits upon the throne, and unto the Lamb”. Revelation 7:9,10

And God will wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there will be no more death, sorrow, crying, nor will there be any more pain: for all the former things are passed away. Revelation 21:4
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CHRISTIAN LIFE – REWARDS AND CROWNS 

1. Rewards and Salvation are carefully separated in the scriptures. Salvation is a free gift from God, rewards are for meritorious service in the power of the Spirit.

2. Salvation - a free gift to the lost (Ephesians 2:8-9, Romans 6:23, John 4:10) - an everlasting possession (John 3:36, John 5:24, John 6:47).

3. Rewards - to the saved who faithfully work for the Lord (1 Corinthians 9:24, 25, Revelation 22:12) - distributed at the Judgment Seat of Christ (1 Corinthians 3:11-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10, Romans 14:10), which takes place after the Rapture of the Church (Revelation 19:7,8).

4. Rewards are often pictured in the form of crowns:-

a) The incorruptible crown - for faithfulness in exercising self control. (1 Corinthians 9:24-27)

b) The crown of glory - for faithfulness in suffering. (1 Peter 5:4)

c) The crown of life - for faithfulness under trial. (James 1:12, Revelation 2:10)

d) The crown of righteousness - for faithful testimony. (2 Timothy 4:8)

e) The crown of rejoicing - for faithful service. (1 Thessalonians 2:19, 20, Philippians 4:1)

5. Rewards come after you have entered into the Plan of God through regeneration.

6. Rewards are based on the use of divine operating assets including the filling of the Holy Spirit.

7. You can lose rewards but never salvation. (1 Corinthians 3:14-15, 2 Timothy 2:12,13)

LET US BELIEVE AND TRUST THE PROMISES OF GOD

PROMISES

1. FROM GOD'S VIEWPOINT

When a person promises you something the promise is only as strong as the character of the person making the promise. The character of God is perfect therefore His promises are totally reliable.

a) Unchangeable - A promise in the Bible is the same for us in the 21st century as it was to Paul.

b) All-knowing - God knows all our problems so there is always a promise or doctrine to cater for our difficulties.

c) Love - God will provide for His children.

d) Truth - All the promises are totally true.

2. FROM MAN'S VIEWPOINT

a) We must know the promises.

b) We must believe the promises.

c) We must want to trust in God.

3. THERE ARE ABOUT 7,000 PROMISES THAT DEAL WITH THE CHRISTIAN ON EARTH

4. TYPICAL PROMISES FOR VARIOUS STAGES IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

a) Stage 1 - Salvation (John 3:16; Acts 16:31)

b) Stage 2 - Christian on earth (1 John 1:9; Romans 8:28; 1 Peter 5:7)

c) Stage 3 - Believers in Heaven (1 Peter 1:3-5; Revelation 21:4)

5. FOR THE CHRISTIAN ON EARTH - HOW DO WE MAKE THEM WORK?

a) We must be a believer in Jesus Christ.

b) Take every promise to mean what it says.

c) Confess all your known sins using the promise in (1 John 1:9)

d) If a promise says to do something, do it (i.e. pray, believe, confess etc.)

e) Wait for answers, the Lord will answer in His time.

f) Keep a promise notebook, learn the promises.

6. GENERAL SCRIPTURE ON THE PROMISES OF GOD (Hebrews 3:7 - 4:11)

a) The geographical areas in which the Exodus generation found themselves can represent stages in the Christian.

i) Egypt - unbelief.

ii) Red Sea crossing - salvation by faith (i.e. leaving Egypt)

iii) Wilderness - the carnal and immature Christian life claiming only some promises and failing regularly.

iv) Jordan crossing - full realisation of God's favour by faith.

v) Promised land - the mature Christian resting in God and only failing occasionally.

b) The author of Hebrews in (Chapter 3:7,19) exhorts the Jews at Jerusalem and us not to fall into the same traps as the Exodus generation in unbelief.

c) Questions And Answers on Hebrews (Chapter 4) refers to the Christian on earth.

Verse 1:  What happens if we fail to claim a promise? - We lack peace of mind.

Verse 2:  What characteristic of God does this verse highlight? - Unchangeable.

 How are the promises made active? - By being mixed with faith.

Verse 3:  Which came first, man or the promises of God? - The promises, God is all-knowing.

Verse 4:  Why did God rest? - Because He had provided all things necessary for man.

Verses 5 & 6:  Will any succeed in this area? - Yes, some will.

Verse 7:  Are the promises still available today? - Yes.

What must we do? - Accept God's provision.

What must we not do? - Harden our hearts.

Verse 8:  Jesus in some translations is, in fact, Joshua.

Verse 9:  To whom are the promises available? - Believers only.

Verse 10:  What choice have we as a Christian? - Human works or God's works and provision.

Verse 11:  What is the great trap? - Unbelief. We should actively pursue the promises of God.

7. MAJOR PROMISES

Learn to claim these when:

a) In difficulties (Romans 8:28)

b) You have sinned (1 John 1:9)

c) You are worried (1 Peter 5:7)

d) You have been wronged (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

e) Prayer (Matthew 7:7)

f) You are lonely (Hebrews 13:5)

g) You have doubts (Philippians 4:13)

h) The Bible (Hebrews 4:12)

i) You cannot sleep (Psalm 4:8)

j) You are unhappy (Psalm 147:3)

k) You are tempted to retaliate (Romans 12:17,19)

l) You are in danger (Psalm 23:4)

CONCLUDING REMARKS
Examination of this study shows how, from before the creation of man, God had a totally reliable Eternal Unchangeable Plan which He portrayed to man from the very start in the Heavens.
The centrality of God’s Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, in the Plan is seen. He is the only way for man to be reconciled to God and spend eternity with Him. It is a relationship based solely on God’s grace. John 14:6
The study also shows conclusively, through fulfilled prophecy, that His written Word, the Bible, is a sure guide to complement God’s Unchangeable Eternal Plan given in the Heavens. 

With that confidence, believers can use the Bible as the source of guidance and encouragement during their period on earth while representing Him, relying on His unchangeable Promises and Doctrines.

We can also recognise that all the Prophecies in the Bible are being fulfilled to the day and that all future fulfilments will occur perfectly at His timing. This should eliminate fear in unstable times in this world.
The most important decision that man makes is whether he wants relationship with God through Jesus Christ. To accept God’s Way is to have eternal life while rejection leads to an eternity apart from God.
The question we need to ask ourselves is what we as individuals we will do with the Eternal Plan?
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” Acts 16:31
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