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INTRODUCTION

After the mission to the conference at Kabwe in August 1997 Michael and I had returned to Lusaka with Maxson and had spent a couple of days with Howard a Baptist Pastor and his family. While we ministered there the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia was discussed.

As a result of our discussions the Zambians after prayer wrote to me in April the following year suggesting that a branch of our Bible College be set up in Zambia.

I found myself unexpectedly in Lusaka in August 1998 leading a mission with Michael and Richard to two conferences at Lusaka and in southern Tanzania. Between us we were able to take a complete set of course audio tapes into Zambia for the college. 

The concept was to set up study centres in different locations in Zambia under the leadership of pastors who had received training. Another recommendation was for an intensive course in Theology to be held in Lusaka in April 1999.

PLANNING THE COURSE

The provision of an intensive course was discussed with John and Paull as far as the availability of lecturers were concerned. The course was to be almost 80 hours in extent and it was seen that one lecturer by himself would not be able to undertake such a task in the ten days allocated.

When the course was first mooted I was expected to be going to the Ukraine as a follow up of the journey in April 1998 so declared myself unavailable. However the Lord made it clear that I should be the person to go with Paull going to Japan and after having inoculations John finding that he was not to go for family reasons.

The presentation of the course therefore consisted of myself as the main lecturer with pastors and teachers from Zambia undertaking a significant amount of the teaching load. The final split was that 33 of the 78 hours of lessons would be taken by the Zambians. 

As we reviewed the situation it became clear that the Lord was wanting this course to be available in the future for the Zambians to run their own courses. The course was therefore seen as a joint venture.

In March 1999 NATO started bombing Serbia causing significant tension between the Russian bloc and the West. It appeared quite clear that the Ukraine would not be the best place to be visiting on an annual holiday. 

It was clear to me that whilst I had received an indication from the Lord that a future visit to the Ukraine would occur that the right time was not now. This was the time for another visit to Zambia.

COURSE OUTLINE

The course which followed Theology 1 and 2 consisted of 78 hours of teaching under 9 headings

Bibliology – The study of the Bible – 8 hours

Theology Proper – the study of God’s Word – 3 hours

Christology – the study of Christ – 8 hours

Pnematology – the study of the Holy Spirit – 8 hours

Ages of World History – 2 hours

Angels and Satanology – 6 hours

Anthropology – the study of man – 3 hours

Harmartology – the study of sin  - 3 hours

Soteriology  - the study of Saviourhood – 10 hours

Ecclesiology – the study of the Church – 10 hours

Eschatology – the study of future things – 13 hours

COURSE MATERIALS

Early in 1999 I discussed with John McEwan notes for teaching the course. It was decided to try and use suitable topics in the Bible Topic book and texts from the Bible as the framework.

John in New Zealand drew up an outline of the relevant texts and topics and forwarded it to me by email . In Perth the outline became a 134 page book in a week. With the combination of the Bible Topic Book and John’s course notes it was found that only 3 new topics needed to be written. 

It was decided that each student at the seminar should have a copy. Inquiries with Howard in Zambia indicated that 90 copies would be sufficient so that number was produced in Armadale and air freighted to Zambia using the import export company that Elizabeth my daughter was working for.

TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS AND COSTS
Jan as usual undertook the travel arrangements. Having undertaken a fair bit of flying I had accumulated a significant number of frequent flyer points. With points from the Visa she found that I had just over the 100,000 point mark.

She found that the frequent flyer seats available for outbound consisted of one business class while economy class was available for the return. The cost of the combination was 100,000 points.

Arrangements were made to transfer points from Visa to Qantas and at their transfer the seats were still available so I was able to do the return trip to Harare free of charge saving about $1700.

Since my last visit I found that there had been an imposition of a $ 30 US visa charge for entry into Zimbabwe which meant that combined with an exit fee of $ 20 US for both Zimbabwe and Zambia the travel costs were increased by $100 US.

Including the books the total cost of the mission was approximately $ A3000 with about $ 300 post  mission cost for additional books. The figure did not include future course book costs.

THE MISSION

I was seen off at the airport by Jan, the children and Michael and at lunchtime left Perth on QF 63 for the long route to Harare via Johannesburg. I was able to do some study but felt that the format needed some further work after discussions with Howard.

The business class seats were fitted with individual video screens for viewing in flight movies. The food seemed to consist mainly of tomatoes and onions with rather peculiar tasting sweets. I considered it to be too arty and even relished the thought of ordinary airline food. The seats in business class were comfortable and the trip passed without incidence.

Arriving in Harare I passed through customs without incident and caught a taxi to the Bronte Hotel one of the most famous of the older hotels in Harare at 11 pm or 5 am Perth time and slept fitfully during the night due to the zone change. The room was well appointed with twin beds. The TV had CNN so I was able to keep up with world news better than on the commercial stations in Australia.

I awoke at 5 am and was on my way to the airport  by taxi at 6.30 before breakfast arriving at about 7 am. I enjoyed a couple of muffins and a cup of tea in the transit lounge which would have been uncomfortable to spend the night in. I flew north on an Air Zambian plane arriving in Lusaka at 10 am.

To greet me at Lusaka were about a dozen people from the conference complete with a mini van including Howard. The books from Western Australia had not arrived so I prayed that they would turn up soon as they were very important to the course.

We headed from the airport to the conference site which I was amazed to see was next door to the reformed Youth campsite we had lived at for the Lusaka conference some 8 months before. I was to find out the following day that one of the people at that campsite had seen me entering the Community Care centre in the mini bus . It is a small world.

After lunch we went back into Lusaka to arrange a white board from an office. As I was walking along Cairo Road I was greeted by Pastor James Tembo from the Copper Belt. He was to be in town for three days. I advised him of my plans and he arranged to comer to the conference site to sit in on a study before he returned to Ndola. 

I returned to the campsite and then headed out along some dirt roads to the place where I was to lodge. At the farm, which was set in six acres I was welcomed by Patricia, a widow, and her two sons Jack and Dexter who had allocated me a bedroom with an ensuite.

Rather than use a taxi I volunteered to walk partly from an exercise and partly from a conservation of funds viewpoint. The access roads to the farm were poorly maintained dirt roads in the main. There was one section involved which had water where the road should be and thus required drivers to use the verge to gain access to the farm. This involved driving on a high undulation verge driving around power poles en route.

The farm produced maize, the staple food of Zambia with shima a thick porridge like food being made out of ground maize being served at most meals.

The meals were breakfast – Tea [generally black] with bread and eggs from time to time, lunch of shima with some meat and rice or bread and tea and an evening meal very like lunch. Although the water seemed to be quite good I stuck to the policy of drinking tea or bottled water ensuring that I stayed fit. 

During my stay the main companion Lawrence and one of the workers at the farm fell ill with stomach complaints so I felt protected.

As always the first day of a seminar has hiccups but by the end of the day these in some measure had been sorted out. Wooden benches were provided with a few chairs. The course started late indicating a registration period was required at the start.

After lunch Lawrence and I went into Lusaka to change money. All banks close at 1430 and it was with some difficulty that I eventually changed some travelers cheques. 

GENERAL ROUTINE

From day two there developed a routine. I was normally awake by 6 am and having spent time in prayer and Bible Study had breakfast before the 25 minute walk to the conference site with Patricia. En route were Africans walking some pushing wheelbarrows, others travelling on ox or donkey drawn carts. Having passed the fields and an abattoir we walked by concrete block houses before attaining the main road. Here music blared from a beer hall and vehicles, often belching fumes, passed us. 

At the site which was set in a treed area I often commenced the morning by addressing up to 80 young people from the Community Care Group before taking the first two hour session from 0900 to 1100. 

The session would normally commence with singing and dancing followed by communal  and committal prayer  A Zambian would then take the pre lunch session. After lunch I would have another two hour session with a Zambian giving the final dissertation of the day. On the odd occasion I would take three sessions in a day.

After the days proceedings Lawrence, Peter or other Africans would see me back to the farm where we would have tea and bread prior to them leaving. After the evening meal and a bit of a chat I would retire to my room at 2130 for a bath, prayer and retire for the night.

From the course it was found that 7 hours teaching a day with a maximum length of session of two hours was about the maximum that was reasonable without the course being residential.

It was found that it was totally impossible to fully prepare the messages and therefore was reliant on the Holy Spirit to bring things to remembrance. The vast majority of the Scripture readings which were reviewed in the 45 lessons I was responsible for were read by the Zambians to increase participation.

It was found that controversial issues were similar to those found in Australia with the difference between Baptism and filling of the Spirit, speaking in “tongues”, the type of music used in worship and the meaning of Sabbath being among the most prominent. 

The numbers who attended continued to increase with the second week numbers reaching the mid forties. The attendees were mainly pastors, teachers and elders .

The method of teaching appeared good with participants reading the Scriptures, asking questions or making comments from the floor. The books were essential requiring very little amendment. The articles on Dispensations and Covenants appeared to be the only ones requiring additional fleshing out as they appeared almost too systematic.

The young people were involved in a scheme to help the unemployed youth under the direction of Lawrence.

I failed to meet Maxson, which was a disappointment but met some of his children. 

Hannes the South African who I had met last year arrived at the conference site on the third day and I arranged to have a Zambian fruit salad with him the following Tuesday. This I duly did enjoying a number of fruits which he cut up mixed with mayonnaise. We had a good time sharing together. 

He advised me that there was some chance that he might be transferred to the Eastern Province where the Reformed Church had another campsite.

On the Sunday, our rest day I preached at Lawrence’s church using a message of eschatology combined with the character of God. As the language was Bemba an old friend Brian Banda who had translated for me in August again translated the message. 

The church was held in a school room at a rather large school. It was quite interesting in that this church which Maxson will pastor was only one of four or so services going on simultaneously on campus.

Lawrence became unwell at the service so after the service I walked with Brian and his two daughters back to Brian’s house through warm dusty streets lined on either side by block one storey houses. At Brian’s house I enjoyed a Sprite before being taken back to the farm via the conference centre.

At the conference centre I was able to give Brian a large number of parcels of books for distribution through the Redemptionist Church in Zambia.

On the Friday dealing with eschatology I decided to do an overview of the book of the Revelation which took almost 4 hours. This consolidated the literal interpretation of then Bible which had been emphasised during the course. This was that if reading the Bible made sense we were to seek no other sense.

On the final day of the course I presented two papers, the cure for worry, a study in Genesis 15 and Current Events and Bible Prophecy. 

This was followed after the break by advice to the students on how to approach the 32 assignments which comprise the marked portion of the course.  It was noted that an assignment a month would be required to complete the course in 3 years. To attempt to achieve this it was suggested to the students that they draw up a program themselves as to how that was to be done

At the end of the course there was a presentation of a certificate of attendance at the intensive course for those who had attended for six or more days.

After the course I went to Howard’s home to see the new house he had built. It was on the outskirts of Lusaka with views to open fields.

In the evening I had a meeting with the Community Care Group Committee which was followed with a meal with Patricia, Jack, Dexter, Lawrence and Peter. It was to be my last shima for a while.

At 0645 on Anzac day Anif arrived in the taxi and having dropped Patricia and Dexter off in town headed towards the airport, I have on previous journeys between Lusaka and Harare found that Aero Zambia provided a good flight and again I was not disappointed.

I rang Michael’s uncle Ed on my arrival at Harare and he and Elsie arrived soon afterwards and proceeded to take me to Peter and Ruth’s apartment for lunch. The day was perfect with warm sunshine bathing the gardens.

At about 4 we returned to Ed’s house and spent the next day relaxing preparing fore my return to Perth.

The return to Perth was nearly nine hours in extent. I noted plane speeds well in excess of 1000 km/h as we had a good tail wind heading eastwards. I arrived in Perth at 1330 on Tuesday being away for just 15 days. Jan and Michael met me thus ending a mission which had been very successful.

CONCLUSIONS

[1] 
General
The mission was a success with no major flaws

The teaching time per day for non residential seminars should be a maximum of seven hours.

The books provided require very little modification

The seating needs to be more comfortable

The flip chart is an essential piece of equipment to complement the teaching,.

RECOMMENDATIONS

As a result of the mission the following recommendations are commended for consideration.

1. Endorse the Zambians desire to run a similar seminar themselves

2. 
Provide additional course books and topic books for Kasama [20+20] and Lusaka [20+50]

3. 
John McEwan and Peter Moses to provide notes for the course as tape recorders are rare. The tapes top be used as back up as necessary

4. That a similar course be conducted in Japan by Paull Oost and selected Japanese pastors this year if possible

5. That the course book be sent to the Philippines with a view of a seminar in that country next year.

6. The possibility of the Condensed version being translated into Swahili and Bemba by Lawrence be pursued.

7. That consideration be given to John McEwan doing an intensive course on Church History and Pastoral Theology in Lusaka in April 2000 but this viewed in relation to the provision of course materials in the form of books [see 3 above]

8.
That the need to assist financially with printing of material in Zambia be addressed.

8. To pray about the provision of a computer for the college in Lusaka [$500 US]

10.
That the course proceed in Zambia under Zambian supervision subject to acceptability of markers by John McEwan

11. That those students wishing credits be individually assessed by John McEwan

12. That Peter Moses supply the Zambians with floppies of all books up on internet

SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY - PART 1
	LESSON


	TAPE NO
	SUBJECT
	PAGE

	
	
	BIBLIOLOGY
	

	Theology 1
	12
	Prolegomena or Preliminary Remarks To Theology
	2

	Theology 2
	18
	The Bible as the Word of God
	4

	Theology 3
	24
	Inspiration
	6

	Theology 4
	30
	The Battle for the Bible – Inerrancy
	9

	Theology 5
	40
	The Bible – Interpretation.
	12

	Theology 6
	45
	Canonicity
	14

	Theology 7
	53
	The Bible its Subject and Purpose
	20

	Theology 8
	57
	The Bible as Divine Revelation
	22

	Theology 9
	63
	same as Theology 8
	n/a

	
	
	THEOLOGY
	

	Theology 10
	71
	God - The Trinity
	28

	Theology 11
	79
	Character of God.
	33

	Theology 12
	85
	The Fatherhood of God.
	36

	
	
	THE LORD JESUS CHRIST
	

	Theology 13
	91
	The incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ.
	39

	Theology 14
	107
	The Character of the Lord Jesus Christ - Prophet, Priest and King
	44

	Theology 15
	111
	Christ's Substitutionary Death
	49

	Theology 16
	115
	The Resurrection of Christ
	55

	Theology 17
	121
	The Ascension
	61

	Theology 18
	127
	The Second Advent
	66

	Theology 19
	135
	The Lord Coming with His Saints
	72

	
	
	THE HOLY SPIRIT
	

	Theology 20
	141
	The Holy Spirit – Pneumatology
	76

	Theology 21
	147
	Pnuematology
	78

	Theology 22
	153
	Transitional Ministry Of The Holy Spirit
	81

	Theology 23
	160
	Holy Spirit – Regeneration
	88

	Theology 24
	168
	Indwelling And Sealing Of The Holy Spirit
	93

	Theology 25
	174
	Baptism Of The Holy Spirit
	99

	Theology 26
	183
	Filling Of The Holy Spirit
	102

	Theology 27
	191
	Holy Spirit – Other Ministries.
	107

	
	
	DISPENSATIONS
	

	Theology 28
	199
	Dispensations
	112

	Theology 29
	203
	The Covenants
	121

	
	
	ANGELOLOGY
	

	Theology 30
	211
	Angels
	125

	Theology 31
	218
	Angels
	130

	Theology 32
	222
	Satan
	132

	Theology 33
	226
	Satan ‑ His Work And Destiny
	140

	Theology 34
	234
	Satan's strategy for believers
	147

	Theology 35
	238
	Satan's Troops
	151

	
	
	MAN AND SIN
	

	Theology 36
	246
	Anthropology ‑ Mankind
	158

	Theology 36A
	250
	Man
	161

	Theology 36B
	258
	The Fall Of Man
	165

	Theology 37
	262
	The Sin Of Man
	171


SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY - PART 2
CONTENTS
	TAPE


	NO
	SUBJECT
	PAGE

	Theology 40 
	271
	The Sin of Man
	2

	Theology 41
	278
	Sin Inheritance and Imputation
	5

	Theology 42
	285
	Sin
	8

	Theology 43
	292
	Salvation from Sin’s Power
	11

	Theology 44
	299
	God’s Plan of Salvation
	13

	
	
	CHRISTIAN LIFE
	

	Theology 45
	306
	Sanctification
	16

	Theology 46
	312 
	Christian Assurance
	

	Theology 47
	319
	Eternal Security
	

	Theology 48
	326
	Eternal Rewards
	

	Theology 49
	333
	Election
	

	Theology 50
	340
	Election
	

	Theology 51
	347
	Election
	

	Theology 52
	354
	The Gospel
	

	Theology 53
	361
	The Gospel
	

	
	
	THE CHURCH
	

	Theology 54
	368
	The Church
	

	Theology 55
	375
	The Church
	

	Theology 56
	382
	The Church
	

	Theology 57
	389
	Kingdom of Priests
	

	Theology 58
	396
	Worship
	

	Theology 59
	404
	Corporate Worship
	

	Theology 60
	413
	Ministries of the Church
	

	Theology 61
	419
	Other Ministries of the Church
	

	Theology 62
	423
	Church Government
	

	Theology 63
	430
	Ordinances of the Church.
	

	Theology 64
	437
	Nature of the Church
	

	Theology 65
	444
	The Sabbath and the Lord’s Day
	

	
	
	ESCHATOLOGY
	

	Theology 66
	450
	The Gentiles in Prophecy
	

	Theology 67
	456
	Israel in History and Prophecy
	

	Theology 68
	463
	Survey of Future Things
	

	Theology 69
	469
	Abrahamic and Davidic Covenant
	

	Theology 70
	476
	Signs of the Coming of the Lord
	

	Theology 71
	483
	The Great Tribulation
	

	Theology 72
	490
	The Rapture
	

	Theology 73
	496
	The Second Coming of Christ.
	

	Theology 74
	503
	The Resurrections
	

	Theology 75
	508
	The Judgments
	

	Theology 76
	508a
	The Millennial Kingdom
	

	Theology 77
	514
	Satan’s Judgments
	

	Theology 78
	515
	New Heavens and New Earth
	


