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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

Professor Simon Greenleaf was one of the most eminent lawyers of all time. His “Laws of Evidence” for many years were accepted by all States in the United States as the standard methodology for evaluating cases. He was teaching law at a university in the United States when one of his students asked Professor Greenleaf if he would apply his “Laws of Evidence” to evaluate an historical figure. When Greenleaf agreed to the project he asked the student who was to be the subject of the review. The student replied that the person to be examined would be Jesus Christ. Professor Greenleaf agreed to undertake the examination of Jesus Christ and as a result, when he had finished the review, Simon Greenleaf personally accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

Professor Greenleaf then sent an open letter to all jurists in the United States saying in part “I personally have investigated one called Jesus Christ. I have found the evidence concerning him to be historically accurate. I have also discovered that Jesus Christ is more than a human being, he is either God or nothing and having examined the evidence it is impossible to conclude other than he is God. Having concluded that he is God I have accepted him as my personal Saviour. I urge all members of the legal profession to use the “Laws of Evidence” to investigate the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and if you find that he is wrong expose him as a faker but if not consider him as your Saviour and Lord”

HOW CAN I BE SAVED?

Salvation is available for all members of the human race.

Salvation is the most important undertaking in all of God's universe. The salvation of sinners is never on the basis of God's merely passing over or closing His eyes to sin. God saves sinners on a completely righteous basis consistent with the divine holiness of His character. This is called grace. It relies on God so man cannot work for salvation, neither can he deserve it.  We need to realise that the creation of this vast unmeasured universe was far less an undertaking than the working out of God's plan to save sinners.

However the acceptance of God's salvation by the sinner is the most simple thing in all of life. One need not be rich, nor wise, nor educated. Age is no barrier nor the colour of one's skin. The reception of the enormous benefits of God's redemption is based upon the simplest of terms so that there is no one in all this wide universe who need be turned away.

How do I become a Christian?

There is but one simple step divided into three parts. First of all I have to recognise that I am a sinner (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:24).

Secondly, realising that if I want a relationship with Almighty God who is perfect, and recognising that I am not perfect, I need to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour (I Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6; John 3:16).

Thirdly, by the exercise of my own free will I personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, believing that He died personally for me and that He is what He claims to be in an individual, personal and living way (John 1:12; 3:36; Acts 16:31; 4:12).

The results of Salvation

The results of this are unbelievably wonderful:

My sins are taken away (John 1:29),

I possess eternal life now (I John 5:11,12),

I become a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),

The Holy Spirit takes up His residence in my life (I Corinthians 6:19),

And I will never perish (John 10:28-30).

This truthfully is life's greatest transaction. This is the goal of all people; this is the ultimate of our existence. We invite and exhort any reader who has not become a Christian by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to follow these simple instructions and be born again eternally into God's family (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; Acts 4:12; 16:31).

© Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia 2004 - PO Box 163 Armadale Western Australia 6992
Many other Christian resources are available freely from our internet web site: www.ebcwa.org.au and www.newstartbibleministries.org.au for weekly messages.

For further information contact Dr Peter Moses at PO Box 163 Armadale WA 6992 or email Brian Huggett brianhuggett@bigpond.com.au
We encourage you to freely copy and distribute these materials to your Pastor and friends. You only, need written permission from EBCWA if you intend using the materials in publications for resale. We encourage wide distribution freely!

CONTENTS

	CHAPTER
	SUBJECT


	PAGE

	1
	Introduction
	4

	2
	The Birth of the Church
	5

	3
	The Holy Spirit in the Church Age
	7

	4
	The Church in Jerusalem/ Judaism
	9

	5
	The Apostle Paul
	10

	6
	The Period 100 ‑ 313 A.D.
	11

	7
	The Church Merged with the State
	14

	8
	The Period 313 ‑ 590. The Doctrine of the Trinity
	15

	9
	The Period 313 ‑ 590. The Church Fathers
	17

	10
	The Period 313 ‑ 590. Monasticism/ Spiritual Decline/ Fall of Rome
	18

	11
	The Middle Ages (590 ‑ 1517) Pope Gregory the Great/ The Christian Faith comes to England, Germany and the Low Countries
	19

	12
	Islam
	21

	13
	The Middle Ages. The Revival of the Roman Empire in the West, Monasticism/ Crusades/ Cathedrals
	22

	14
	The Schism of 1054, The Orthodox Church
	23

	15
	Forerunners of the Reformation
	24

	16
	The Reformation, Martin Luther
	26

	17
	Reformation in Germany, Lutheranism/ Zwingli
	30

	18
	The Anabaptists
	32

	19
	John Calvin, Calvinism
	34

	20
	The Counter Reformation/ The Council of Trent, The Jesuits
	37

	21
	The Reformation in France, The Huguenots
	39

	22
	The Reformation in the Low Countries, Arminius, The Thirty Years War
	40

	23
	The Reformation in England and Scotland
	42

	24
	England under Elizabeth/ The Spanish Armada, King James 1, The Congregationalists
	43

	25
	England under Charles I, The Civil War and Oliver Cromwell,  Charles II and the Restoration,  William of Orange
	45

	26
	Rationalism,  Deism, Voltaire and Rousseau
	47

	27
	The Quakers,  Pietism,  The Moravians
	49

	28
	Methodism/.John Wesley,  George Whitefield
	51

	29
	The Church in America,  The Colonial Period
	52

	30
	The Church in America,  The United States
	55

	31
	Protestantism In the 19th Century
	57

	32
	Roman Catholicism In the 19th and 20th  Century
	59

	33
	Totalitarianism; Fascism, Communism
	61

	34
	Christianity in the 20th Century, The Future of the Church
	63

	
	Bibliography
	66


1. INTRODUCTION

WHAT IS THE CHURCH?

The Church is the body of Christ; (Ephesians 1:22‑23; Colossians 1:18),  that is all the born‑again believers. (Romans 8:9; John 3:5; Matthew 3:11) This is sometimes called the "invisible church", because we cannot see who of all the Christians are really true, born again believers. (Matthew 22:1‑14)

What we can see is the Church in its organisations; congregations; denominations, etc. This we can call the "visible church" This visible church is the subject of this study.

The Church begins at Pentecost (Matthew16:18) “On this rock,(Christ) 1 will (future tense) build my  church” (Acts 1:4‑5; Acts 2:41)

The Church ends at the rapture.(l Corinthians 15:51‑52; 1 Thessalonians  4:16‑17)

TIME LINE

Man is restrained by time. The time line below shows the sequence of history from the viewpoint of who is responsible for the spreading of the Word of God. The event noted is that which commences each segment

	ETERNITY
	GENTILES
	JEWS
	CHURCH
	JEWS
	MILLENNIUM
	ETERNITY

	Start
	Adam
	Abraham
	Pentecost
	Rapture
	2nd Advent
	New Creation

	Responsible
	Father
	Israel
	Believers
	Israel
	Jesus Christ
	


WHAT IS CHURCH HISTORY?

Church history is NOT the history of a group of people, called Christians, or the development of an idea, called “Christianity” or “Christendom”. It is the story of how Jesus Christ is working through history. (Acts 1:1 ‑note the word “began”  here ;Psalm 44:2‑3)

Church (visible)

Local church; denomination

Church (invisible)
Body of Christ; all born‑again believers

Christianity

The Christian faith; everything that calls itself Christian.

Christendom

Everything.that came under the influence of Christianity; the “Christian” countries. 


(Western democracies)

WHY THE STUDY OF CHURCH HISTORY?

It is needed.  The famous Roman Cicero said "Not to know what took place before you were born is to remain for ever a child." 

Just as loss of memory in an individual is a psychiatric defect, so too any community which has no social memory is suffering from an illness. 

It is commanded. Moses instructed the Israelites to teach their children history. (Deuteronomy 6:20‑23) Much of the Old Testament  is history. See also Psalms 44:1 and 78:2‑3. The book of Acts is Church history.

CHURCH HISTORY CAN BE DIVIDED INTO THREE PERIODS

1. The Ancient Church
From Pentacost till the Emperor Constantine  (AD 33 ‑ 350)

2. Old Church History
Middle Ages till the Reformation  (AD 350 ‑ 1517)

3. Modern Church History
From the Reformation onwards

CHRONOLOGICAL SYSTEM OF THE SEVEN CHURCHES

An outline of Church history can be seen in the characteristics of the seven churches in Revelation Chapters 2 and 3. In Revelation 1:19 John is told to “Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter” At that stage the things he has seen is Revelation Chapter 1, the things that are consist of Revelation chapters 2 and 3 and the hereafter is the rest of the books

Note that seven churches are mentioned. Surely if small churches in villages and country towns were included there must have been more than seven. The number seven indicates the body of Christ on earth in all its fulness, like in the Holy Spirit is called “The Seven Spirits who are before his throne", although there is only one Holy Spirit.

So the Seven (main) Churches in Asia (Turkey) represent the worldwide church over the centuries in all its diversity. More accurately, they describe conditions which are constantly repeated in the actual life of the various congregations. in that wav these seven churches can be used as yardstick to measure the health of a church or a group of churches or denomination.

	CHURCH
	TEXT
	PERIOD
	CHARACTERISTICS

	Ephesus 
	Rev 2: 1-7
	AD 33-100
	The Apostolic Church. Correct in doctrine.Mediocre spiritualife.

	Smyrna
	Rev 2:8-11
	AD 100‑312
	The Persecuted Church, Strong in doctrine, A period of tremendous witness and heroic faith.

	Pergamos
	Rev 2:12-17
	AD 312-590 
	The Church Merged With The State. False doctrine and paganism creeping in, hierarchy, immorality.

	Thyatira 
	Rev 2:13-29
	AD 590-1517
	The Church In The Middle Ages. False teachers and false doctrines, image‑worship, superstition, priest craft.

	Sardis
	Rev 3:1-6
	AD 1517-1750 
	The Reformation Era, Era reformed but not always revived. Sound doctrine, tendency to legalism

	Philadelphia 
	Rev 3:7-13
	AD 1750-1925
	Revival And Evangelism, Revivals, Missionary activities, Bible believing spirit filled church.

	Laodicea
	Rev 3:14-22
	1925-Rapture
	Compromise and Apostacy, False doctrines, Modernism Criticism of the Bible, Luke warm faith.


This chronological system of the seven churches is not universally accepted. It is clear that all seven types of churches exist in the world at this present time. What is given here is a picture of the most dominant church during a certain historical period.

THE DIFFERENT MILLENNIAL VIEWS

A‑Millennialisrn  - not a period of time, but Christ's reigns on earth through his people. 

Post‑Millennialism A 1000 year period during which the gospel is preached with great power, followed by Christ's return. 

Pre‑Millennialism Christ will return to earth to reign for a thousand years before Satan's final overthrow. 

Dispensationalism Takes the pre‑millennial view a step further. The Millennium is another dispensation or period in God's dealings with humanity. [see table above] The coming of Christ is preceded by the rapture of all believers. The Millennium itself will be a literal fulfilment of the Old Testament promises to Israel.

2. THE BIRTH OF THE CHURCH

THE FULNESS OF TIME

The world was prepared by God for the arrival of Jesus and the spreading of the Gospel.(Galatians 4:4) 

PHYSICAL PREPARATION

Rome ruled the world. The Roman Empire gave peace in place of constant tribal warfare. It built a great network of roads and bridges that made travel possible. It cleared the sea of pirates so that trade by sea and travel by ship became common practise. It protected its citizens from robbers and rioting. This made it easier for the messengers of Christ to travel around. 

SPIRITUAL PREPARATION

Greek had become a world language within the Roman Empire and the Old Testament had been translated into Greek.(the Septuagint)

In nearly every city of some importance there was a synagogue. Not only Jews went to the synagogue, also many Gentiles. What attracted them to Judaism was its monotheism (the idea that there is only one God) and its strict moral code. This was in stark contrast with what they were used to.

Some Gentiles had actepted Judaism completely. They had been circumclsed and baptised (by immersion) and lived to all the Jewish rules and regulations. They were Proselytes, eg Acts 2:11)

Other Gentiles, although they believed in the God of Israel and visited the synagogue, did not want to become Jewish completely,, In the New Testament they are called: God fearing.(eg Acts 10:1‑2)

So in just about every city there was always a group of Jews and Gentiles, who believed in God and kndw the Old,Testament..

Greek philosophy had made many people doubt their Gods. The Roman State Religion was clearly a political affair that offered no peace of mind to a disturbed soul.

Under such conditions the Gospel came with its promise of peace, pardon from sin and rest for the heavy laden. The message of Christ struck home and the fulness of time made its rapid spread possible.

JESUS DID NOT LEAVE AN ORGANISATION BEHIND

He taught the principles upon which it should be build. The unity in the church (invisible church; Body of Christ) is spiritual, not organisational.

Jesus had told his disciples to stay in Jerusalem and to wait there for the Gift of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 1:4‑5) 

Their prayer meetings (Acts 1:14) and the appointment of Matthias. as Judas’ successor showed that the disciples were preparing themselves to become apostles.(Acts 1:26) What a difference with their "Lets go fishing." 40 days earlier! (John 21:2)

FROM JERUSALEM TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH.

The Church Age began with the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. This took place in the Temple, on Mt Zion in Jerusalem. The Gospel first ,comes to the Jews. God does, not forget his people. When the Jews reject the gospel, it goes to the Gentiles.(Romans 11:11)

The Apostles were instructed to start their missionary work in Jerusalem. (Acts 1:8) And wherever the apostle Paul went on his journeys, he also went first to the synagogue.

IN THE POWER OF THE HOLY‑SPIRIT

The coming of the Holy Spirit was the prearranged sign that the apostles should go out into the world. But it was more than only a sign. The Holy Spirit gave them the power they needed. '(Acts 6:10 , 2 Timothy 1:7‑8) In our own strength we cannot do very much.(Romans 7:18‑20)

3. THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE CHURCH AGE

In the Old Testament the Holy Spirit did not indwell believers. The Holy Spirit came upon some Old Testament saints who had to perform special functions, like Gideon (Judges  6:34) Samson (Judges 15:14) and others. 

In the Church Age the Holy Spirit indwells the believer, that means He lives within you. (Romans 8:9. 1 Corinthians 6:19) 

The Holy  Spirit convicts people of sin, righteousness and judgement.That is, that man is a sinner, needs to get right with God through Jesus and that Satan and all unbelievers are judged.(John l6:7‑11) 

The Holy Spirit regenerates us; (to be born again John 3:5.6) and baptizes us into union with Christ to become part of the body of Christ. To be baptized means to identify with; to be immersed in; to become part of. (1 Corinthians 12:13) 

The Holy Spirit gives spiritual gifts to all believers. The Holy Spirit.restrains the unbeliever. 

At the Rapture all the believers depart from the earth and the Holy Spirit with them. 

At that moment nothing stops Satan to set up his one‑world dictatorship. (2 Thessalonians 2:7)

SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Each believer receives at least one spiritual gift at the point of salvation  in order for that person to function in the body of Christ. (1 Corinthians 12:11 and Ephesians  4:8) There are two kinds of spiritual gifts

Temporary Gifts 

A temporary gift was one used before the Canon of Scripture (=New Testament) was completed. It functioned in the place of  the New Testament 1 Corinhtians 13:8 ‑10). We are told in verse 10:”When perfection comes" “What is perfect” (K.J.) "The perfect" is in the Greek is in 
the neuter gender. Nowhere in the Scriptures is Jesus Christ identified by the neuter gender. The perfect therefore does not refer to a person but to a thing.

Permanent Gifts
These gifts continue to function after the completion of the Canon of Scripture and throughout the Church Age.

Lists of spiritual gifts  It is apparent that not all spiritual gifts are listed in the Bible.

	Romans 12:6‑8
	Romans 5:18‑19
	1 Corinthians 12:8‑10
	1 Corinthians  12:18‑30

	
	
	
	

	Prophecy
	Signs
	Wisdom
	Apostles

	Serving
	Miracles
	Knowledge
	Prophets

	Teaching
	
	Faith
	Teachers

	Encouraging 
	
	Healing
	Miracles

	Giving
	
	Miracles
	Healing

	Leadership
	
	Prophecy
	Helping others

	Showing mercy
	
	Discerning of spirits
	Administration

	
	
	Tongues
	Tongues

	
	
	Interpretation of tongues
	Interpretation of tongues

	
	
	
	

	2 Corinthians 12:12
	Ephesians 4:11
	1 Peter 4:10-11
	1 Corinthians 13:8

	
	
	
	

	Signs
	Apostles
	Speaking word of God
	Prophecy

	Wonders
	Prophets
	Serving
	Tongues

	Miracles
	Evangelists
	
	Knowledge

	
	Pastors
	
	

	
	Teachers
	
	


TEMPORARY GIFTS

Apostleship “First of all Apostles" (1 Corinthians 12:28) This is the highest spiritual gift ever to exist in the Church. To be an apostle he had to be an eye‑witness of the resurrection of Christ.(1 Corinthians 9:1, 15:5‑8) 

Apostles also had the gifts of miracles, healing and tongues The Twelve were the nucleus of the church. Their task was to start the preaching of the gospel and especially to the Jews.(Galatians 2:9) That's why there were 12 apostles for the 12 tribes of Israel.

The New Testament Church was founded upon the 12 apostles. (Revelation 21:14) The Twelve formed the "diaconate" of the local church in Jerusalem. They were eye‑witnesses not only of Jesus' resurrection, but also of His ministry and that of John the Baptist.(Acts 1 :21‑22). 

They are listed in the Bible (Matthew 10:1‑4, Mark 3:16‑19, Luke 6:13‑16, Acts 1:12‑13) Judas Istariot being replaced by Matthias (Acts 1:26)

The selection of Judas Iscariot as an apostle was not a mistake.The Old Testament prophecy had to be fulfilled. (eg Psalm 109:2.8 Zechanriah 11:12)

Some other apostles mentioned in the New Testament are James, brother of Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:7), Paul and Barnabas (Acts 14:5) Andronicus and Junias (Romans 16:7)

Apostles exercised authority over all the churches. They still do by means of their letters, which are now part of the New Testament. As an apostle had to be an eye‑witness, this gift obviously does not exist nowadays.

Prophecy is revealing what God is going to do In the Future. Revelation 1:1 and Acts 11:27‑28) 

Tongues This gift allowed a person without study to immediately and fluently give the gospel in a foreign language to an unbeliever. (Acts 2:4 1 Corinthians 14:22) 

Knowledge Understanding of Bible doctrines without having a complete Canon of Scripture. Prophecy, tongues and knowledge are specifically mentioned in 1 Corinthians 13:8‑10 as temporary gifts.

Healing When we compare Acts 19:11‑12 with Philippians 2:27 and 2 Timohty 4:20 it is clear that this is also a temporary gift.

Miracles (and Faith to perform miracles. Matthew 21:21) Signs, wonders and miracles are gifts that mark an apostle.(2 Corinthians 12:12) It is a temporary gift, as there are no apostles alive today. (God still performs miracles today, but it is not a gift given to a person)

Discerning Spirits A temporary gift which allowed a person to determine whether a visitihg speaker (or somebody speaking in tongues) was speaking Biblical truth. We now use the Bible as a norm to see if somebody is speaking the Truth. (Note Canon means ”yardstick” or measaring rule) A few "tips" from the Bible: 1 Corinthians 12:3,  1John 2:22‑23,  Galatians 1:9.

PERMANENT SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Pastor and Teacher.Their task Preparing God'‑‑ people for works of service so that the Body of Christ might be built up.(Ephesians 4:11-13)

They have auhtority (Hebrews 15:7,11) To be a pastor is a demanding task that's why it should be a full time  paid job.( 1 Corinthians 9:14)

Evangelist. A gift for the spreading of the gospel to the unsaved.  All believers should evangelise but some have  a special ministrry

Other Permanent Gifts Administration, Helps [all the unseen work around the church], giving, counselling, hospitality

Each believer has at least one spiritual gift. (.1 Corinthians 12:11). 

What gift we have has nothing to do with our spiritual standing or usefulness. We should recognise what our gift is so that we can do our work in the church. 

We cannot all have the same gift. Every gift is needed in a church (1 Corinthians  12:12‑27).  Never look down your nose at another gift no matter how obscure it may appear to you.

SPIRITUALITY

Spiritual gifts is not the same as spirituality. The church in Corinth abounded in spiritual gifts, more than any other church in the ancient world but they were the most carnal church.(1 Corinthians 1:7) Spirituality is our relation with God through Jesus Christ. The fruits of a Spirit filled life are: love, joy, peace etc.(Galatians 5:22‑23) We can all have the same fruits but not the same gifts.
4. THE CHURCH IN JERUSALEM, JUDAISM

The first Christian Church was the church at Jerusalem Acts 1:8 “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”

It was founded by the 12 apostles, under the leadership of Peter and later of James, the half brother of Jesus.

The church grew very rapidly at Pentecost from 120 to 3000  (Acts 4:4 ) Such rapid expansion created opposition from the Jewish leaders who realised they were losing their position of leadership. They were filled with jealousy [Acts 5:17] so they started to persecute the church. Stephen became the first martyr. He did not even get a trial but was murdered by a mob. 

The persecution that followed purified the church and it scattered the believers but wherever they went they spread the gospels  [Acts 8:4]

CHARACTER OF THE CHURCH IN JERUSALEM

Miracles signs and wonders by the Apostles as a sign of apostleship

Missionary activity  Philip in Samaria, The Ethiopian, Peter in Caesarea. 

Love., clearly shown in the. way they cared for the needy.( Acts 4:32‑ 36) Later a special position was created for the care of the poor in the congregation the deacon.(Acts 6:1‑6)

It is noted that they had all things in common but this was not communism as is sometimes said.

1. It was not a form of state capitalism

2. It was a temporary measure

3. Money was not taken from the rich and given to the poor it was freely given Acts 5:4

Discipline – Ananias and Sapphira 

The early Christians in Jerusalem did not separate themselves from the other Jews. They still went to the Temple and kept the Mosaic laws

But some who came from the sect of the Pharisees also tried to force the Gentile Christians to become Jews as well. This issue was settled at the Council at Jerusalem  [Acts 15:5-12, 28-29] The Judaisers did not get their own way. Later we find them in Galatia and Colosse.

During the siege of Jerusalem in 69 by Titus, the Christians in Jerusalem escaped to Pella across the Jordan.

Flavius Josephus wrote that they escaped from Jerusalem because they remembered Jesus' warning Luke 21:20‑21) The complete fulfilment of the prophesies in this passage (Luke 21:?0~32) will come in the tribulation,

After the destruction of the temple the spiritual leadership went to Antioch and later to Rome. In that way, and through the decision at the Jerusalem Council, God made sure  that Christianity did not become a Jewish sect.

The Judaisers, or Judaists separated from the other churches and split into two groups. After the 7.th century we don't hear anymore of them.

5. THE APOSTLE PAUL

THE MAN

He was a Jew, and as a young man received the best possible education in the Jewishj religion available at that time.

He wasj a citizen of Tarsus which gave him the understanding of Greek cuulture and the Gentiles.

He was a Roman citizen,.Some of the priviliges of a Roman citizen were:

Guarantee of a trial. (even before.Ceasar if requested) in case of accucation;

Legal immunity from scourging before being condemned

Immunity from crucifixion in case of condemnation.

HIS LIFE

At first he was a fanatic Pharisee. After the death of Stephen he persecuted thechurch, until he miet Christ on the road to Damascus. After his conversion he became one of the greatest missionaries. This is recorded in the book of Acts which ends at Paul's first imprisonment in Rome.

He was released and made at least one more journey. He may even have reached Spain. He was. martyred (beheaded; being a Roman citizen) on a 2nd visit to Rome during Nero’s persecution which followed the great fire of Rome in AD 64.

HIS  METHOD OF WORKING

Paul always worked in a new area, untouched by others, starting in the most strategic city. He used the converts to carry the mesaage to the surrounding towns and countryside.

He always, went first to the synagogue where he proclaimed the gospel until it was made impossible. Then he would  go to the Gentiles.

After founding a church, Paul would organize it with elders and deacons so that the church might  be self governing  after his departure.

He would visit the churches he had founded regularly, or he would send somebody else to report. Inspired by.the Holy Spirit he also would write to them. The most important of these lerters are still with us as part of the New Testament canon.

HIS EPISTLES

In Paul’s letters the basic Christians doctrinies are developed. Jesus left no well defined body df dogma. The formulation of this was to be the work of Paul, guided by the Holy Spirit. 

We also find in his letters solutions to many problems which can face a church, also today.

HIS THEOLOGY

In essence. Paul’s teaching is. 

That we are saved by faith alone;

That we are free from observing the Mosaic law

That we keep the Jewish moral law (The Ten Commandments) out of love to God through the filling of the Holy Spirit  rather than trying to out of a sense of duty, or as a way to try and contribute to or obtain our salvation.

6. THE PERIOD 100-312 AD

Soon after the church was established Satan attacked from two sides

1). Internal in the form of false teaching

2). External in the form of persecution

HERESIES

The most important heresies that the early church had to fight were.. 

1) Legalism

2). Gnosticism

LEGALISM

It is the idea that one has to contribute to his salvation by good works. It came to the early church‑ through  converted Jews who could not free themselves from the leaven of the Pharisees. They were called Judaists . 

Their teaching was rejected was rejected at the Jerusalem Council of Acts 15 and in Paul's letter to the Galatians. 

GNOSTICISM

Comes from, the Greek word "Gnosis" meaning knowledge. It was a synthesis (=mixture) of Christianity and heathen philosophy, mainly Greek. Their ideas varied widely.

Gnosticism taught a seperation between the worlds of the material and the spiritual, because the rnaterial was connected with evil and the spirit with good. So a good God could not have been the Creator of a material world. 

They saw the Jehovah of the Old Testament as the evil God, who had created the material world in which the spirit of man was held, to be redeemed by the good God, who had sent Jesus who taught his disciples the special “esoteric" knowledge, needed to be liberated from the material world. 

Only the elite with esotoric knowledge would enter into heaven. (Read however Genesis l:9b,10b.12b.

18b, 21b,24b; Matthew 5:3; 11:25)

They also rejected the humanity of Christ and his sacrificial death.

The apostle Paul already warned against mixing the Gospel with philosophy. (Colossians 2:8; 1 Timothy  6:20, 21; 1 Corinthians 3;:18)

If Gnosticism had succeeded, Christianity would have become just another philosophy and the; Gospel would have been robbed of its power.(l Corinthians 1:17)

THE PERSECUTIONS

Before 250 AD persecutions of the Christians were mainly local and sporadic. After that it became the official policy of Rome.

At first the church, war, regarded as just another Jewish sect and it enjoyed the same freedom. Later it became an illegal relegion, considered to be a threat for the Roman state.

Why were the Christians perersecuted? There were varlous reasons.

A scape:goat to divert attention as Nero did after the great fire of Rome, in 64 AD and the people of Rome supectel him.

Once a year everybody had to offer incease on the altar devoted to (the genius of) the Roman Emperor after  that he could privately  practise a 2nd  religion,. Christians who refused to do that were considered disloyal.

Thjey were accused of cannibalism [ Possibly a misunderstanding of the teaching concerning the Lord’s Table 

They believed in the equalty of men (Colossians 3:11; Philemon 15‑17) in contrast with paganism. Slavery was very common in the Roman Empire.

Many slaves and people from the lower classes were attracted to Christianity. The aristocracy distructed that.

Their non‑conformity. Christians did not visit the pagan temples, theatres and other places of wordly recreation

The purity of their lives was a silent rebuke to the scandalous lives that people from the upper class were living.(Proverbs 29:10)

Economic.(Acts 19:23‑27) The decline of idol worship threatened the livelihood of priests; idolmakers, soothsayers, etc.

Because the Christians had no statues in their places of worship, they were regarded as atheists.

But whatever the reason was, behind all the persecutions we have to see Satan trying to destroy the church. (Ephesians 6:12; John 15:20)

Many Christians lost their lives during these persecutions. Often the executions were used as a form of public entertainment. In the arenas wild lions were loosed upom them till nothing was left but their bones.

The final and worst persecution came in the reign of emperor Diocletian and began in 303 AD. The prisons were so full with Christians, that there was no room for ordinary criminals.

In Rome Christians hid and held their meetings in the catacombs, underground burial places, made up of miles of underground passages, often on different levels under the surface of the ground. After his death his successor Galerius carried on the persecutions for six more years, until in 311. dying from a terrible disease, published a decree of toleration, confessing himself baffled by the fortitude of Christians and asking their prayers tn his behalf.

Complete frreedom of religion came when emperor Constantine issued the edict of Milan in 313.

During those years of persecutions the church grew. Many heathen witnessing the heroic way in which the Christians faced death wondered what gave them that inner strength and joy.”The blood of the martyrs in the seed of the church.” (Tertullian) Their death was a tremendous witness.

The church during these years is typified in Revelation 2:8-11 which is one of only two churches of which the Lord has no criticism.

Today in many countries Christians still face persecution from a state that wants total control., also over the minds of the people. This struggle of the early church with persecutions shows the importance of the modern concept of the seperation. of the church and the state. Whatever trials we have to face in life, we will never be tempted beyond what we can endure. ( 1 Corinthians  10:13)

THE CANON OF THE NEW TESTAMENT

During this period there were many Christian writings. Heretics were setting up their own canon of Scripture and were leading people astray. It therefore became necessary to know which of these writings poseessed absolute authority as inspired writings.

The developwont of the canon was a slow process, completed by AD 175 exccpt for a few books, whose authorship was disputed. The major test was whether a book had the marks of apostolicity. Was it written by an apostle or one who was closely associated with the apostles, such as Mark. Also did it agree with the other books in the Old and the New Testaments?

THE APOSTLES CREED

A creed is a statement of faith. It comes from the latin word "credo" meaning “I believe”. The Apostles' Creed is the oldest summary of the essential doctrines of faith. It is called the Apostle’s creed not because it was written by the Apostles, but because it reflects the teachings of the Apostles. The Apostles' Creed grew out of a confession of faith used at baptisms. It is universally accepted by all churches. 

The Apostles' Creed:

I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; I believe in a holy catholic Church, the communion of saints; the forgiveniss of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

NOTE: What is meant in the Apostles Creed by “Holy Catholic Church” is the Body of Christ, the, invisible Church which is not to be confused with the Roman Catholic Church.

CHURCH ORGANISATION

At first the organisation of the church was very simple.The offices were pastor / teacher, elders and deacons. The elders were known as presbyters, since presbyter is the Greek word for “elder”

APOSTOLIC FATHERS AND CHURCH FATHERS

The apostles had authority over the local churches. After the time of the apostles the foremost leaders in the church were the Apostolic Fathers. They had been personally trained by the apostles. The Apostolic Fathers were succeeded by the Church Fathers.

BISHOPS

The word bishop comes from the Greek word episcopos, which ineans overseer, being the leading presbyter. In the end the Bishop came to rule the church alone. Till the Reformation the church had the episcopal form of government. There are several churches today which have this form of church ,government.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

All the churches now had in common: 

1. The Apostles Creed, 

2. The Canon of the New Testament  

3. The Episcopal form of Church government.

The heretics were outside the church; they had formed little churches of their own. But the big Church was known as the Catholic (or universal) church, later also known as the Old Catliolic Church.

7. THE CHURCH MERGED WITH THE STATE

CONSTANTINE THE GREAT

Constantine was the son of a Roman military leader and a Christian freedwoman, named Helena. In 306 AD  the Roman army in Britain proclaimed Constantine emperor. His main opponent was Maxentius who ruled Italy. The two armies met at Milvian Bridge just outside Rome. Maxentius army was three times as large as that of Constantine.

On the evening before the battle, so the story goes, Constantine saw a cross above the sun. On the cross were the words “Hoc Signo Vinces” which means "In this sign conquer". Constantine won tho battle the next day and he felt that he had received help from the God of the Christians, and so he became a Christian. Before that he had been a worshipper of the sun‑god Mithra.

Under Constantine the church had a favoured position. But it is hard to say how sincere his faith was. He delayed baptism till shortly before his death and kept the pagan's high Priest's title Pontifex Maximus. He also executed young men who might have had a claim to the throne.

In 330 he founded the city of Constantinople (now called Istanbul).This helped to divide East and West and opened the way for the Schism of 1054.

THE EDICT OF MILAN 

The edict of Milan in 313 gave freedom of religion. Under Constantine the Church had a favorite position.

Later rulers (with one exception; Julian the Apostate) continued the process of granting privileges to the Church, until Christianity finally became the state religion. Paganism was restricted and in the end forbidden. The final blow to Paganism came in 529 when emperor Justinian closed the school of Philosophy in Athens.

A MIXED BLESSING

The Edict of Milan and the favours the emperor bestowed on the Church proved to be a mixed blessing. Bishops and preachers were paid by the state. The bishops lived in palaces and the church became very rich. In was no longer a shame to be a Christian but an honour. Thousands and thousands turned to the Church, but not always because their hearts were converted to God, but to gain position and promotion. (John 6:26‑27)

The result of all this was that false teachings and paganism were creeping in and the spiritual life in the Church declined. And then there was the Roman empeor, who more and more started to interfere in Church affairs.

CHRISTIANITY AND PAGAN CUSTOMS

In 321 Constantine made the fitst day of the week a holiday, he called it “the venerable day of the Sun” (Sunday).

The Church took over many Pagan ideas and images. From sun worship came the celebration of Christ's birth on the 25th of December, the Roman winter festival of 17‑21 December,  the Saturnalia. provided the merriment, gift‑giving and candles typical of later Christmas holidays.

The veneration of the Virgin Mary also has its parallels in pagan religion. Many people connected Mary with Isis, the Egyptian goddess whose worship had spread throughout the Empire in the Christian era. Isis was called “The Great Virgin" and “Mother of God" that is of her son Horus. The cults of saints and martyrs grew rapidly in the 4th century. Pagans were, usnd to hero worship.

CHURCH BUILDINGS

During the persecutions the Christians used to hold their meetings at home. When Christiantiy became the officiail religion and Sunday a public holiday, their numbers swelled so much that the need arose for special meeting places, and so the building of church buildings began. The type of church building used in this era was the basilica

The ordinary worshipper tended to be confined to the side aisles men on one side and women on the other. Confined to the porch were catechumens or converts under instruction before baptism and penitents, those under discipline.

8. THE PERIOD 313 ‑ 590 AD AND THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY

This period starts with the Edict of Milan, issued in 313 AD by the Emperor Constantine. It ends in 590 AD with the consecration of Gregory I as the bishop of Rome. Gregory I is regarded as the first medieval pope. It was during this period that the doctrine of the Trinity was formulated 

When Constantine became master of the Eastern part of the Roman Empire in 321, he found a dispute already raging between  Athanasius and Arius, both presbyters of Alexandria.

Arius thought that to believe that the Son is God and the Father is God would mean that there are two Gods. So Arius taught that Christ, although He is somewhat like God, is not fully God. To Arius, Christ is the first and highest of all created beings. Being created He does not exist from eternity and is not of the same substance as the Father.

Athanasius taught that Christ is God.

As it could endanger the unity of the empire,Constantine called an ecumenical (general) council. This set many precedents. The emperor calling this meeting influenced its decision making and used his civil power to give its decrees virtually the status of imperial law.

The dispute over the nature of Christ lasted about half a century. The “Arians” versus the "Catholics". Both parties tried to win over the emperor of that day. 

Then there were those were those who denied that the Holy Spirit was truly God.

These heresies I'orced the church to study the Bible and to clearly formulate its doctrines.

All churches now accept the doctrine of the Trinity. Those who don't we usually call “sects” eg. the Jehovah’s Witnesses

THE TRINITY

God the Father. God the Son, God the Holy Spirit are three different persons (Matthew 28:19; John 1:1‑3; Genesis 1:1‑3; Luke .3;:21‑22; 1 Peter 1:2) yet there is only one God (Deuteronomy 6:4; 1 John 5:7)

God the Father is eternal; (Isaiah 44:6

God the Son is eternal (Revelation 1:18; Hebrews 1:8, 10).

God the Holy Spirit is eternal.(Hebrews 9:14)

THE DEITY OF CHRIST

By calling himself "Son of God", Jesus made Himself equal with God.

John 10:33

“you, being a rnan, make yourself God.”

John 5:18

“said that God was His father, making Himself equal with God”.

Jesus Christ was God before He became man.

John 17:5

“with the glory which I had with You before the world was made”

.

Philippians 2:6,7
“to be equal with God ... taking the form of a servant”

He is not a creature.

Hebrews 1:8,10
.
“ to the Sun He says: Your throne O God ... You, Lord in the beginning laid the foundations of the earth....

Hebrews 1:13 

“to which of the angels has He ever said”

Colossians 1:17

“He is before all things

Jesus Christ is true God. But He is also true man. (Luke 2:11; 1 Timothy 2:5; 1 Peter 4:1)

NOTE;- In Colossians 1:15 Christ is called “the firstborn over all creation. This does not mean that He is the first creature ever created, but that He has a high position of honour. See Psalm 89:27; Hebrews 12:23. and  Colossians 1:16,17.

If you don't believe that Jesus is God, you get in conflict with the the Bible.

THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A PERSON NOT A FORCE.

Jesus talks about the Holy Spirit as a person.

John 14:16

He will give you another Helper ...

John 14:26

the Helper, the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit acts as a per.son.

Acts 13:2

the Holy Spirit said ...

Ephesians 4:30

do not grieve the Holy Spirit ...

Romans 8:27

.he makes intercession    

THE DEITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

To lie against the Holy Spirit is to lie against God.

1

Acts 5:3 4

to lie to the Holy Spirit….You have not lied to men but to God.

What in the Old Testament is said to be spoken by God, is in the New Testament said to be spoken by the Holy Spirit

Psalm 95:7

For He is our God  If you will hear His voice.

Hebrews 3:7

Therefore as the Holy Spirit says 

Isaiah 6:8,9

1 heard the voice of the LOrd, saying 

Acts 28;25

the Huly Spirit spoke rightly…..saying 

(Quotations form New K.J.V.)

9. THE PERIOD 313 - 590. THE. CHURCH FATHERS

The period 313 to 590 is also the period of the great Church Fathers. Tertullian and Athanasius have already been mentioned before. 

Tertullian 
[about 200)

Son of a Roman centurion in Carthage. Received an excellent education and became a jurist. In 190 converted to Christianity. In his books he defended the orthodox beliefs against heresy, eg. Gnosticism. From him is the saying:”The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church."

Athanasius (about‑296‑‑~373)

Athanasius was a presbyter and later in life bishop in AlexandrIa. He is known for his part in the struggle against the heresy  of Arius.

We shall deal now with only four of tile Church fathers; Eusebius; Ambrose, Augustine and Jerome.

Eusebius of Ceasarea (about, 265 ‑ about 339)

Eusebius is sometimes called "the father of Church History". He wrote many historical books, among them a biography of Constantine. His greatest worli. is “Ecclesiastical History", a book about the Church History from Apostolic times until 324. This work is especially valuable today. because Eusebius had access to the fine library at Ceasarea and the Imperial Archives.

Ambrose (340 ‑ 397)

Ambrose was born in Trier (Germany), educated in Rome and while still very young appointed governor in Northern Italy.

When the bishop of Milan died in 373 the new governor. Ambrose  was afraid that the Catholic ‑ Arian controversy would break into violence. When the people of Milan poured into the cathedral to elect their bishop, Ambrose spoke a few words to calm the crowd. 

Suddenly a child’s voice was heard, “Let Ambrose be our bishop!" The crowd took up the cry and so he was elected bishop although he had not even been baptised.

He considered it a call of God, gave all his money to the poor, received baptism and was consecrated as bishop

He wrote many books and did much to promote Christian hymnology. The Imperial policy of outlawing heresy and pagan religion during these years was partly the work of Ambrose. He also completed the overthrow of Arianism in the West.

But for one event he is always remembered. He once forced tile emperor Theodosius to make public confession. Emperor Theodosius who, though he was a professed Christian and member of the Church, had massacred 7000 of the city of Thessalonica, as punishment for a rebellion in which Roman officers had been killed. 

Later when the emperer came to Milan to worship, Ambrose refused to receive him at the Lord's table. In the end the Roman emperor made public confession of his sin and sought forgiveness

Eight months later he was received at the. Lorals table. He also issued a law that the death sentence against a man should not be carried out until thirty days after it was pronounced.

Augustine (354 ‑ 430)

Augustine was born in North Africa. He had a heathen father and a Christian mother, called Monica. He was very gifted. When he was sixteen he was sent to school in Carthage. The best schools were there, but it was also a very wicked city. Augustine studied hard, but he also plunged into a life of wickedness. All this time Monica was praying for the conversion of her son.

Augustine now went to Italy. He read the Bible but did not find it very interesting. He liked the books of the great heathen philosophers better. He became professor in rhetoric and public speaking in Milan. There he came under the influence of the great preacher Ambrose. This led to his conversion.

He later became the bishop in Hippo in North Africa. He was an able polemicist [defenderof the faith against heresies), like for example the British monk Pelagius, who denied man’s original sin.

Augustine was a good preacher and a brilliant theologican. He wrote many books. The most famous of his books is his "Confessions" in which he. described his conversion. Augustine is  probably the greatest of all the church fathers.

His teachings largely dominated the Roman Catholic Church in the Middle Ages and from this Church Father. Reformers like Luther and Calvin received their inspiration.

Although Augustine was a great man there were a number of significant non biblical errors in his teaching which he promoted, such as 

The Catholic Church as the only Churchq,outside which there iz, no salvation;

Infant baptism

That the Jews do not play a part in the future

That the present age of the Church is the Millenium.

Jerome (about 340 ‑ 420)

Jerome  was born in Dalmatia and educated in Rome.. The last years of his life he spent in Bethlehem, living as a monk. For 34 years he lived in a cave next to the cave in which Christ was supposed to be born. 

He was a great scholar. He made a new Latin translation of the Bible. He translated the Old Testament not from the Greek (SepLuagint) but from the original Hebrew. This Latin translation of the Bible by Jerome is known as the VUlgate. It was for centuries the official Bible Translation of the Roman Catholic Church.

He also opposed the Pelagian heresy.

10. THE PERIOD 313-590 - MONASTICISM, SPIRITUAL DECLINE, FALL OF ROME

MONASTICISM

Monasticism started in Egypt where some “holy” men were living in seclusion as hermits. In the east this took on some strange forms.

In Syria there was a certain Simon Stylites [390-459]. He thought that by living on the top of a pillar his soul would be benefitted. He therefore lived on top of a 20 metre pillar for over 30 years. Ohters lived in fields grazing grass like cattle. One never undressed or took a bath. These were people living in excesses.

Most of these type of peoiple lived together in monastries first only men [monks]. Later special monastries were established for nuns. In the west more emphasis was placed on working in a monastry setting.

The whole practice of monasticism is contrary to the word of Jesus  [Matthew 5:16]

SPIRITUAL DECLINE

This period was also a period of spiritual decline. Unscriptural doctrines and practises had become deeply rooted in the Church. For example 

Prayers for the dead

Purgatory

The view that the Lord's Supper (Communion) is a sacrifice

The division of the Church into clergy  [bishops, priests etc ] anid laity (the ordinary church member] Veneration Oof martyrs, saints and above all Mary

Candle burning

The belief in the magical powers of relics

Images in the church

There was more splendid ritual but less preaching.

THE FALL OF ROME

In 410 Rome was sacked by the Goths. Then in 455 Rome was plundered by the Vandals. Finally in 476 Rome fell ad western Europe was conquered by barbaric tribes. The eastern part of the Empire with Constatinople as its capital survived for another 1000 years.

Although Rome fell the church survived. Many of the invading tribes like the Goths and Vandals had already accepted the Arian form of Christianity. They respected the Bishop of Rome.

After 476 the Bishop[ of Rome was left with political as well as spiritual power. He became the ruler of Rome. Later the surrounding countrysidemwas added to his domain. This became known as the Papal States. It lasted until 1870.

During the next centuries the invading barbaric tribes were all converted to Christianity.

11. THE MIDDLE AGES (590‑1517). POPE GREGORY THE GREAT, THE CHRISTIAN FAITH COMES TO ENGLAND. GERMANY AND THE LOW COUNTRIES

THE MIDDLE AGES

When exactly the Middle Ages began and when they ended is debatable. For Church history 590 has been chosen, because Gregory I who became bishop of Rome in that year can be regarded as the first medieval pope. The year 1517 because in that year Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses on the church door in Wittenberg.

GREGORY I OR GREGORY THE GREAT- 540~604)

Gregory I came from a wealthy Roman family. He gave up his fortune he had inherited and used the money to build seven monasteries in Italy and became a monk.

He became bishop of Rome in, 590. He was the first bishop of Rome who exercised all the power of the later popes. 

He strongly believed, as others before him, that the bishop of Rome as successor of the apostle Peter should rule over the entire Church. He appointed bishops and no bishop in the West dared to go against his will. He also made the Church a power in politics.

Gregory I was very much interrested in missionary work and he send the monk Augustine with forty helpers out to win the English to Christianity.

He was a good preacher and as a theologican he had a great influence on the medieval theology. But not all his teachings were scriptural. He taught: that the Lord's Supper is a repetition of the sacrifice of Christ. cf Hebrews 9:25‑28, especially verses 25 and 28 and Hebrews 10:11‑12. It's done in remembrance. 1 Corinthians  11:24‑25. *that the saints can be of help to us. Read John 14:6; 1 Timothy  2:5 

He also stated that there is a purgatory. According to this doctrine only the souls of those who are perfectly pure at death are immediately admitted to heaven. But the great majority must first go through a time of suffering as a process of cleansing. 

The time a soul has to spent in purgatory can vary from hours to thousands of years. This time can be shortened by the prayers and good works of those on earth, especially by masses and by papal indulgences. (Note: Papal indulgences came later. The first papal indulgence was issued in 1091) 

This doctrine is based upon 2 Maccabees 12:39‑45 a book which Protestants do not accept as canonical. The Bible teaches eternal bliss or eternal damnation. There in no in between. Read Matthew 25:32‑34 and 41; John 3:36. . Purgatory would mean that Christ's sacrifice on the cross was insufficient. Read John 5:24.

NOTES

1: Pope means father. Read Matthew 23:9

2: That the Pope as successor of Peter should rule over the Church is based upon Matthew 16:18. However, the rock on which the Church is built is not the apostle Peter himself, but what he says in verse 16. Compare this with 1 Corinthians 3:10‑11.

3: There is no evidence that the apostle Peter was the first bishop of Rome. If he had been living in Rome between 55 and 65 Paul would certainly have mentioned him in his letter to the Romans. According to tradition Peter's tomb is under the St.Peter. Others claim to have found his grave in Jerusalem.

4: Should the Church seek political power? Read John 18:36; Hebrews 13:14.

THE CHRISTIAN FAITH COMES TO ENGLAND.

Christianity was introduced into Britain by Christian Roman soldiers. A British monk, Patrick, became “the Apostle of Ireland". The Irish monasteries became famous as centres of learning and because of their missionary activities. An Irish monk. Columba brought the Christian faith to Scotland.

When the heathen Angles and Saxons conquered Britain in the 5th century they erased every trace of Christianity in the Island. It took more than100 years to re‑establish Christianity in England. After they were converted. the English became great missionaries.

BONIFACE (680 ‑755)

Boniface was possibly the greatest of the English missionaries. He won many converts among the Teutonic tribes in Hessen, Thuringia and Bavaria (Germany). Boniface once cut down a big oak which was believed to be sacred to Thor, the god of thunder. 

The heathen Germans exspected that Thor would strike him down with lightning but nothing happened and they gave up their believe in Thor and accepted Christianity. Of the wood of the oak Boniface built a chapel. He was murdered in Friesland in 755.

WILLIBRORD (658‑ 739)

Another English monk Willibrord. preached the Christian faith in the Low Countries. (The Netherlands) He established the Archbishopric of Utrecht, which is still the headquarters of the Roman Catholic Church in the Netherlands.

12. ISLAM

Islam, or Muhammedanism was founded by Muhammed. The word Islam means surrender to the will of God. Its followers are called Muslims.

MUHAMMED (OR MAHOMET) - 570‑632.

Muhammed was a merchant. During his journeys he came in contact with Christianity and Judaism. Elements of both religions are found in Islam.

Muhammed claimed that the archangel Gabriel appeared to him in a vision. When he was 40, he started to preach his message against idolatry in his home town Mecca, but he and his followers had to flee for their lives. 

They went to Medina. The flight to Medina in 622 is known as the Hegira, and became the first year of the Muslim (lunar) calendar. In Medina Muhammed had more succes. Ten years later he was master of Arabia.

THE EXPANSION OF ISLAM

After Muhammed’s death Islam spread outside Arabia. What greatly helped the spread of the faith was the doctrine of the Jihad or Holy War and the belief that those who died in a Jihad would enjoy special priviliges in the next world.

The Arabs conquered the Middle East, North Africa and Spain. They were stopped in France at the battle of Tours, where they were defeated by the king of the Franks, Charles Martel (Charles the Hammer) in 732.

THE LOSS FOR THE CHURCH

The churches in North Africa and Asia Minor (Turkey) completely disappeared. In Syria, Palestine and Egypt the Church is still very weak.

The Eastern part of the old Roman Empire managed to hold Islam back till 1453, when Constantinople was taken by the Muslims.

The Islamic world also formed a physical barrier between the Christian West and the heathen East, which made missionary activity in the East nearly impossible.

THE MUSLIMS

The Koran (Quran) Is the holy scripture of the Muslims. It is about 2/3 the length of the New Testament. It is a loose collection of sayings from Muhammed without any system.They also have a collection of traditions and laws, called the Hadith and the Ijima.

The main doctrines of Islam: 

There is only one God. 

God has revealed himself through prophets. 

The most Important are Moses, Jesus and Muhammed. 

Of these Muhammed is the greatest. 

A day of judgement on which God will judge each one. 

Religious duties: 

1. Reciting the creed. There is no god but Allah (Arabic for God) and Muhammed is his prophet.

2. Worship. Prayer five time a day, facing Mecca in the mosque on Friday

3. Almsgiving

4. Fasting in the month of Ramadan.

5. At least once in one’s life undertake a pilgrimage in Mecca

The Koran forbids eating pork, alcholol, gambling and images or idols. It allows polygamy.

Muslims don't belief in the Sonship and Deity of Jesus Christ and in His resurrection. Islam is a religion of salvation by works. (1 John 2:22‑23; Titus 3:5)

Islam contains elements from ancient Arabic beliefs, Christianity and Judaism. It is one of Satan's immitations of the Church. (2 Corinthians 11:14) It is very hard to convert Muslims.

There are about a billion Muslims in the world, mainly in North Africa, the Middle East, Pakistan, Indonesia. Allso they predominate in the Southern republics of the old U.S.S.R. and in some areas of China.

13. THE MIDDLE AGES: THE REVIVAL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, MONASTICISM, CRUSADES AND CATHEDRALS

The Franks, the tribe that had conquered Gaul, were the first of the Germanic tribes to accept Christianity. In 496 the Frankish king Clovis was converted. And in those days, when a king changed his religion, his tribe would often follow.

From that time on all the Frankish kings became strong supporters of the Church and gave the Pope military protection when needed.

CHARLEMANGE – 742-814

Later another great king of the Franks arose; Charlemagne (Charles the Great). In 800 while Charles was kneeling in the St Peter's church In Rome during the Mass, the Pope crowned him as Emperor of the Romans. The Roman Empire in the West was reborn!

Charlemagne was a brilliant king. He united West Europe. He reformed the Clergy and was very much interested in learning. He established a school in his palace in Aachen. 

In this way he laid the foundations for Western learning and culture. Of great importance was also the work done in the monasteries, where monks copied the works of pagan and Christian authors. However shortly after Charlemagne's death his kingdom fell apart

Another succesfull attempt to revive the Western Roman Empire was made by a German, the duke of Saxony, Otto I in 962. From 962 to 1806 all the countries in Germany and central Europe were united in what was called the Holy Roman Empire. The emperors were chosen. After the 13th century they had no real power.

Voltaire (1694‑17?8) once remarked that the Holy Roman Empire was neither holy, nor Roman, nor an empire.

Note 1 - The attemps by both Napoleon and Adolf Hitler to unite Western  Europe by military force can be seen as attempts to revive the West Roman Empire.

Note 2: - This will finally be accomplished by the Antichrist during the Tribulation.(Daniel 2:41‑43; 7:8; Revelation 13:1,18)

THE POPES

During the period 885‑1049 the papacy was at a low ebb. Many of the Popes bere corrupt and immoral men. There were times that there were two Popes. In 1045 there were even three Popes, each claiming to be the rightful one.

During the Middle Ages there was a continuous power struggle between the Pope and the wordly rulers. Between 1198 and 1216 the Popes were so powerful that they could tell emperors and kings what to do. Later the power of the papacy declined .

The Middle Ages was a time of spiritual zeal much different to the materialistic time the west is living in now. 

This zeal displayed itself in many different ways

1) MONASTICISM

Many new monastic organtzations emerged:

The Order of Dominicans tried to win over Muslims and heretics by persuasiou. They also produced many great scholars. In 1233 however they were given the task of running the Inquisition.

The Franciscan Order was founded by Francis of Assisi (1182​1226). Ths.order produced many missionaries. One even reached Peking before 1300.

The Crusades gave rise to military orders; the Knights Templars and the Knights Hospitaller or The Knights of St John. The knights of St John cared for the sick, like the Red Cross today.

2) THE CRUSADES (1096‑1291)

"Crux" is Latin for "cross, so crusades means Wars of the Cross". They were military expeditions, undertaken by the Christians of Western Europe with the purpose of wresting Palestine and its sacred places from the hands of the Muslims.

The Arabs In Palestine got on very well with the Christian pilgrims. For them the pilgrims were tourists. When the Turks took control of the Holy Land things changed. The Turks were fanatic in religion and they made life very hard for the pilgrims.

The first erusader army conquered Jerusalem and massacred all the Turks there, including the women and the children. Jerusalem stayed in Christian hands for 88 years, until 1187.

Over a period of 200 years there were 8 crusades and even a Children's Crusade. Many of these children died. Those who did not were sold as slaves to the Turks.

The 4th Crusade was a war between Christians. Instead of sailing to Alexandria, the Crusaders captured Constantinople.

3) CATHEDRALS.

The great medieval cathedrals often took a century or more to build. Many of these great churches were built in Western and Northern Europe between 1150 and 1550. Gothic architecture was at its peak during the 13th century.

14. THE SCHISM OF 1054 AND THE ORTHODOX CHURCH

In the East the Church was controled by the emperor; it was virtually a department of the State. But in the West, after the fall of the Western part of the empire, the Popes had been able to gain freedom from wordly rulers. For a while they even controled them. Emperors were almost Popes in the East and in the West Popes were almost emperors. So over the centuries East and West drifted apart.

In the East priests were allowed to marry, only the bishops and patriarchs were unmarried. However in the West all the Clergy were forbidden to marry, they were to remain celibate.

In the East the Clergy had to grow beards; in the West they were mostly clean‑shaven.

The East was static in the development of theology; the West added dogma after dogma.

In the East there were only Icons in the churches; they had removed the statues; the West however kept them.

Note: The Iconoclastic controversy came algout partly because the Muslims accused the Christians of being idolaters, because they had pictures and statues in the churches. The controversy lasted from 726‑843. The result was that the statues were removed from the churches, only pictures (Icons) were allowed. Someone who assails cherished beliefs Is sometimes called an iconoclast.

The Eastern Church was weakened by the loss of people and territory to the Islam. Moravia and Bulgaria were won to Christianity in the 9th century. In 955 a Russian princess named Olga accepted Christianity and was able to influence her grandson Vladimir.(956‑1015) Orthodoxy became the state religion of Russia till 1917. The czar was the head of the Church. 

After the fall of Constantinople In 1453 Moscow became the "Third Rome”

THE SCHISM

The final controversy was really over a minor matter. The Patriarch of Constantinople condemned the Church in the West for the use of unleavened bread in the Eucharist (Mass). They argued about the matter for a while and finally the Pope excommunicated the Patriarch of Constantinople. And the patriarch did the same to the Pope and his followers. This mutual excommunication was removed in 1965 by Pope Paul VI and the patriarch of Constantinople Athenagoras.

The capture and occupation of Constantinople by the West during the 4th Crusade and the Crusade of the Teutonic knights against Northern Russia caused much hatred between the East and the West.

15. FORERUNNERS OF THE REFORMATION

THE WALDENSES

The Waldenses were followers of Peter Waldo (d.1217), a rich merchant of Lyons (France). After reading a translation of the New Testament, Waldo gave most of his money to the poor, keeping just enough for himself to keep his family. He believed that the New Testament should be the only rule of faith for all Christians. His followers went around two by two, preaching to the poor and in their own language. (Luke 10:1)

THEIR TEACHINGS

They rejected all doctrines for which they could not find any basis in the New Testament. They did not believe in purgatory and in prayers for the dead, or prayers to the images of the saints. They had lay preachers; men as well as women.

They were persecuted by the Inquisition, especially In France and in Northern Italy. Thousands were murdered. even women and children. Many were tortured with great cruelty.

The Catholic Church placed the Bible on the Index of Forbidden books. It became forbidden for the laity to read the Bible.

The persecution;, which lasted for centuries convinced the Waldenses that the Roman Catholic Church was the Harlot of Babylon. (Revelation 17:1‑9)

The Waldenses finally found a refuge in the high mountains in Northern Italy (Piedmont) During the Reformation many became Calvinist. There are still about 30.000 Waldenses in Italy and about 24.000 in South America.(Argentina and Uruguay)

JOHN WYCLIFFE (1320‑1384)

John Wycliffe was born in England. He studied and was later a professor at the university of Oxford. The Clergy hated him because of his criticism, but the protection of influential friends kept him out of trouble.

Wycliffe rejected the worship of images and relics, the sale of indulgences, masses for the dead, processions and pilgrimages. and the doctrine of Transsubstantiation.

He called the Pope the Antichrist. (1 John 2:18, 22; 4:3) and that the Bible should be the only rule of faith.

Towards the end of his life John Wycliffe organized an order of Poor Priests or preachers, who spread his teachings all over England. They became known as Lollards.

In 1401 the bishops succeeded in having a law passed. which condemned the Lollards to death. Many Lollards were burned on the stake and the movement was surpressed.

Wycliffe is also remembered for his translation of the Bible from the Latin Vulgate. This was the first English translation of the whole Bible.

Note 1: - Transubstantiation is the Roman Catholic doctrine that the elements of the Mass, the bread and wine change and become the flesh and blood of Christ. Only a priest therefore has the power to perform this miracle. This gave the priest the power to give and to withhold the lifegiving sacrament.

JOHN HUSS (1374‑1415)

John Huss was born in Bohemia (Czechoslovakia). He was dean of the theological faculty at the University of Prague. He had adopted the ideas of John Wycliffe and preached them to the people. There were many Waldenses in Bohemia at that time and the preaching of John Huss met a good respond with the people, but was strongly opposed by the archbishop of Prague.

He taught that there is a difference between being “in” and being “of” the church. One could be in the Church and yet not a real member of it. Of this Church Christ is the Head and not the Pope and the Cardinals.

In 1414 Huss had to attend the Council of Constance to defend himself. He travelled under the Emperor's safe‑conduct, but after a month he was put in prison. Eight months later he was tried, but at the trial he was not given the opportunity to defend himself. He was condemned as a heretic and burnt at the stake.

For the Czech people he was a national hero. His preaching coincided with the rise of Bohemian national feelings against the Holy Roman Empire (Germany). His death started a war which lasted 15 years. 

The Czechs formed the Hussite Church. Out of this the Moravian Church developed and this became later one of the most missionary minded churches. It ware the Moravians who had such an influence on the spiritual life on John Wesley.

The Moravian Church or Unitas Fratum still exist today. There are about 57.000 members in the U.S.A. and small groups in Germany and Holland. They are sometimes called “Hernhuters”

SAVONAROLA (1452‑1498)

Savonarola was an Italian priest and a polpular preacher in Florence. He was more concerned with moral reform than with doctrines. For three years he was ruler of Florence and made it into a model Christian city. But he was too strict on enforcing morals and the people grew tired of him.

He also preached against the evil life of the Pope. Alexander Borgia or Alexander VI, one of the most wicked men who ever occupied the throne of St.Peter. This resulted in his arrest by the Inquisition. He was tortured but did not recant his teachings. He was hanged and his body burnt.

BRETHERN OF THE COMMON FAITH (DEVOTIO MODERNA)

This was another attempt to reform the Church. The founder of this revival movement was Gerard Groote. This mystical movement was a reaction aggainst the dry Scholasticism and spiritual poverty in the Church. They hoped to reform the Church by means of education and piety. 

Two well known pupils of their schools were Thomas A Kempis and Erammus. Thomas A Kempis wrote “The Imitation of Christ". This is one of the most widely read books in the world. It advises Christians to read the Bible and to follow Chriet,s example.

Note 2:- Scholasticism Is an attempt to use Aristotle’s philosophy or logic to prove Christians truths. Theology is treated from a philosophical point of view rather then from a Biblical point of view. 

Thomas Aquinas (1225‑1274) was the greatest scholastic theologian of the Middle Ages. His works have still an important place in the Roman Catholic Church.

DESIDERIUS ERASMUS (1467‑1536)

Erasmus was a Dutch priest. He was educated by the Brethern of the Common Life. He was a great scholar. Erasmus wrote many books in which he exposed the abuses and corruption in the Church. Well known is his book "In Praise of Folly" in which he in a humorous, satirical way the corruption and superstition in the Church criticised.

Another important work was his (first ever printed) edition of the Greek New Testament. This was used by other Reformers in Bible translations.

Although Erasmus shared many of Luther's views, he never broke with the Church. ln 1517 when the Reformation began he stayed a Roman Catholic. It is said that Erasmus laid the egg which Luther hatched. Erasmus was more a humanist than a theologian. Ethics were more important to him than doctrines.

16. THE REFORMATION  - MARTIN LUTHER

MARTIN LUTHER (1483‑1546)

Luther was born in Eislebon (Germany) and went to the university of Erfurt. His father, a peasant, wanted him to become a lawyer. He was furious when his son entered the Augustinian monastery to become a monk.

Martin Luther was ordained a priest in 1507 and the next year he became a lecturer at the University of Wittenberg.

After a short visit to Rome on business for the order he was made a doctor of theology and professor of Biblical Literature in 1512. This trip to Rome was very important for him. Here he saw how wordly and corrupt Rome was. This made it easier later for him to break with Rome and the Pope.

During the next four years Luther went through a period of intense spiritual struggle.He more and more realised that even his ascetic life as a monk could not make him righteous in God's eyes. 

The vicar of his order, Johann von Staupitz, advised him to read the Bible.Then in Romans 1:17 Luther read:  “the righteous will live by faith”. This Bible verse became for him the gate to Paradise. It also became the fundamental issue of. the Reformation.

There was a German prince, Albert of Brandenburg, who although he had already two bishoprics also wanted to become archbishop as well. The Pope was willing to grant his request, but at a price. 

Because Albert had not enough money it was arranged that he would borrow it from the Banking House of Fuggers, which was in close touch with.the Pope. Albert was allowed to sell indulgences. Half of the profit went to Fuggers to pay off the debt and the other half went to the Pope Leo X, who needed the money to build St Peter in Rome.

Albert’s chiet agent for the sale of indulgences was a Dominican friar by the name of Tezel. Tetzel was a high pressure salesman. "The moment you hear the money drop in the box”, he said, “the soul of your mother will jump out of purgatory." The traffic in indulgences became a scandel.

When Tetzel was selling his indulgences near Wittenburg Luther realised that the people were deceived. and he wrote 95 statements or theses in which he condemned the abuses of the indulgence system. These 95 theses he nailed on the door of the Castle Church. This was not intended as a call to Reformation. It was simply an invitation to other theologians to debate this issue.

These 95 theses written in Latin were quickly translated and in four weeks they were read all over Western Europe'

THE POPE’S REACTION

At first the Pope, Leo X, dismissed the whole affair as a squabble of monks,(Luther was an Augustinian monk and Tetzel a Dominican) but when the Pope noticed that less money was cowing in from the sale of indulgences he was forced to act.

Luther was summoned to appear at Rome to defend himself. If Luther had gone he certainly would have been arrested and executed as an heretic. The Elector of Saxony did not want to lose the most famous professor of his university in Wittenberg and arranged that instead of Luther going to Rome he would meet a papal legate. So Luther went to Augsburg and met cardinal Cajetan.

Cajetan demanded that Luther retracted what he had written, but Luther refused. Cajetan secretly gave orders that Luther must be taken captive, but Luther was warned and escaped.

After that the pope sent another man, Karl von Miltitz .This was a friendly and good natured man. He seemed to have more success. Luther agreed to be remain quiet, waiting for a decision by the German bishops, provided his opponents also kept silence.

THE LEIPZIG DEBATE, 1519

Luther's opponents however were not quiet. A German Catholic, John von Eck, challenged Luther to a debate. This took place in Leipzig in 1519 and was about the authority of the Pope.

It is hard to say who won the debate, but John von Eck outmanoeuvred Luther and forced him to admit that he agreed with some of the things John Hus had said.

Luther said that the Papacy was a human institution and that faith in the supremacy of Rome was not needed for one*s salvation. Vow Eck answered that because of these thoughts John Hues had been condemned as a heretic. 

LUTHER BRINGS THE ISSUE TO THE GERMAN PEOPLE

After the Leipzig debate Luther wrote three pamphlets or books in which he expressed his views. 

BOOK 1. "Address to the German Nobility'.'

 In this book Luther disputed:

a) The elevation of the clergy above the laity;

b) That only the Pope could interpret the Bible;

c) Other abuses.

In this book Luther also urged the German princes to be active in the reformation of the Church. 

BOOK 2. "The Babylonian Captivity of the Church". 

In this book Luther showed that:

a) The doctrine of Trans-substantiation was false

b) The doctrine that men could be saved only through the priest and the Roman Catholic system of sacraments was false

c) The laity should also partake of the Cup;

d) There are only two sacraments Baptism and the Lord’s Table, not seven (the other 5 are: Confirmation; Penance; Extreme Unction; 
Ordination; Matrimony)

BOOK 3. "The Freedom Of The Christian Many' 

It explaineAthe three‑fold foundation of the Reformation,

a)
SOLA FIDE: Men is justified by Faith alone. not by works. (Romans 3: 27-28)

[b] 
SOLA SCRIPTURA: The Scriptures is the only authority and not traditions of men.

[c] 
SOLA GRATIA: By grace alone. (Romans 11.6)

In this booklet Luther defined Christian ethics:” The Christian Man is the most free Lord of all, and subject to none.; the Christian man is the most dutiful servant of all and subject to everyone"

LUTHER EXCOMMUNICATED

Pope Leo X issued a Bull in which he condemned Luthers doctrines. When the papal Bull reached Luther, he took it in procession outside the walls of Wittenberg and while a crowd of students and fellow‑professore looked on. he burned it. together with a volume of the "Canon of Law" (The Roman Catholic Lawbook) 

The Pope excommunicated Luther. Luther had now completely broken with Rome.

LUTHER AT WORMS. 1521

Many of the German princes agreed with Luther. He was a national hero.

Because Luther had been excommunicated the Pope demanded from the young Emperor Charles V (1500-1558) that he would arrest and execute Luther. But German patriotic feeling ran high and the German princes demanded that Luther would get a fair hearing on German soil.

The emperor summoned Luther to Worms under a guarantee of safe conduct.

Luther went. He and his friends believed that he was going to his death. and that Luther would met a similar fate an John Hus a century before. 

When Luther arrived in Worms there was such a crowd that they could hardly reach the meeting place.

In Worms Luther was charged with the errors of the Waldenses,.Wycliff and Hus and asked to recant. 

Luther gave his famous reply: “It is impossible for me to recant unless I am proved by the testimony of Scripture. My conscience is bound to the Word of God. It is neither safe nor honest to act against one's conscience. Here I stand. God help me. I cannot do otherwise.”

LUTHER AT THE WARTBURG. 1522

Luther left Worms, still under the safe conduct, but on his way to Wittenberg, he was kidnapped by a few horsemen and taken to the Wartbarg. This was arranged by some influential friends to keep him safe until the political storm was over.

A few days later Luther was placed under the ban of the emperor and declared an outlaw. but for almost a year nobody knew where he was. Luther had grown a beard, was disguised as a knight with a sword in his belt and was addressed as Squire George.

During the time Luther stayed at the Wartburg he made a German translation of the New Testament. using the Greek edition edited by Erasmus in 1516. (The translation of the Old Testament was completed in 1534)

This translation by Luther became for the Germans what the King James Version became for the English speaking people. It also set the standard for the German language.

THE YEARS 1522‑1546

The rest of his life Luther remained in Wittenberg. There was still a lot of work to be done in building up the Church. Luther never felt that he had established a new church. All he had done was to reform.

To keep the Reformation pure Luther proposed: 

1) Fanaticism  While he was still at the Wartburg, some radical "prophets" appeared in Wittenberg. Direct revelation by the Holy Spirit was more important than study of the Scriptures. As a result of their actions Wittenberg was in tumult and the students left their studies. 

This were symptoms of what became the Ana‑Baptist revolt, welknown of the Munster rebellion of 1535. NOTE: Ana‑baptism is not to be confused with the Baptist Churches. More about that later. 

2) Humanism. Luther opposed a group of German knights who felt that the Reformation should be brought about by military force. as well as the intellectual humanism of Eraemus. 

3) Revolution. The peasants living under feudalistic oppression rebelled. At first Luther sympathised with them, but when he saw that the Reformation could become a revolutionary movement and could undermine the foundations of orderly government he urged the princes to use force. 

About 100.000 peasants died. Many peasants felt betrayed and as a result Southern Germany is still Roman Catholic. Luther was a prolific writer. The English translation of his works is contained in 55 volumes.

LUTHER'S MARRIAGE

In 1525 Luther married a former nun Catherine von Bore. It was a very happy marriage. They had 6 children. Catherine was a good and thrifty house wife. 

That was a good thing. for Luther was generous to a fault. He did not want to be paid for the many books he wrote and his meagre salary as a professor was hardly enough to feed his family and many guests. So Catherine planted gardens. fruit trees, raised chickens and cattle and established a fish pond.

MELANCHTON (1497‑1560)

Luther’s closest friend and helper was Philip Melanchton. (Swartzerd) He was one of the greatest scholars of his time. He became professor in Greek in Wittenberg at the age of 21. 

He wrote the first Protestant work on dogmatic theology. He is also the author of the Augsburg Confession. He had a restraining influence upon Luther.

Note: 1) Luther nailed his 95 theses on the door of the castle church on the 31st October 1517. This day is now regarded as the beginning of the Reformation . October 31st became known as “Reformation Day".

Note 2) 
Luther wrote many hymns. Well known is his hymn: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.(Ein Feste Burg ist unser Gott)

Note 3) Luther was a great Reformer‑. There are however a few points we cannot agree with him. 

For example:

a) The doctrine of Consubstantiation. Luther taught that the body of Christ in present in the emblems of the Lord's Supper. (1 Corinthians 11:23‑26)

b) Infant baptism.

c) Church govertment. The Lutheran Church in Europe still has bishops.

In Luther's days a protestant Church could only exist where the ruler had accepted Protestantism. Under these circumstances Luther gave these Protestant princes a great deal of authority in Church affairs.

17. REFORMATION IN GERMANY/ LUTHERANISM /ZWINGLI,

GERMANY

The Reformation spread rapidly over Western Europe. But where the Protestants had not the protection of the rulers as was the case in many parts of Germany, they were persecuted as heretics.

The emperor Charles V wanted to wipe out the Reformation altogether. In the Low Countries (Belgium and the Netherlands) he could do this quite easily, but in Germany he was an elected emperor and needed the support of the German princes. 

Wars with France and Turkey kept him too busy to give his undivided attention to German affairs.

At the Diet (Parliament) at Spires in 1529 the emperor demanded unconditional submission to the pope. Six German princes and forteen free cities protested. They were called Protestants and the name stuck.

In 1544 the emperor, having defeated France now turned his attention to Germany and war broke out.

In 1555 at the peace of Augsburg the Catholics and the Protestants got equal rights on the principle “to whom the rule to him the religion", in other words if the ruler was Catholic his people were to be Catholic, if Protestant, his people were to be Protestant.

LUTHERANISM

Luther himself disliked the name Lutheran, he preferred Evangelical.

Lutheranism is the prevailing form of Protestantism in Germany, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland and also in Latvia and Estonia before they became part of the U.S.S.R.

It is the largest of all Protestant dominations. Total world membership 74,500,000.(9,100,000 in the U.S.A. and Canada).

ZWINGLI (1484‑1531

Ulrich Zwingli was born in 1484 in Wildhaus in the German speaking part of Switzerland. His parents were quite wealthy farmers. 

After he had completed his studies he became a priest In the town of Glarus. This was a recruiting centre for mercenaries. Many Swiss served as soldiers in foreign armies all over Europe and on two occasions Zwngli went with them as a chaplain. Seeing what a bad influence this had on the morals of the mercenary soldiers he denounced the whole system.

Zwingli met Erasmus in 1515 and was deeply influenced by him. Like Erasmus he hoped to bring about Reformation gradually. He studied the Bible and saw that many doctrines and practices in the Church were not scriptural.

In 1519 he was appointed priest in Zurich. His scriptural preaching attracted large crowds. In those days priests used to base their sermons on interpretations of the Vulgate or on the writings of the Church Fathers.

Zwingli was also a good shepherd. During a plague epidemics in which 2500 died out of a total population of only 17,000, he risked his own life visiting the families of the victims and comforting the dying. He became sick himself, but recovered.

THE REFORMATION IN SWITZERLAND

When a colleague of Tetzel started selling indulgences in Switzerland, Zwingli protested. But the issue that eventually lead to a separation from Rome was the question about fasting.

Some rebels in Zurich were eating meat (dried sausages) during Lent and were defended by Zwingli. The Catholic bishop of Constance opposed him.

The Zurich City Council decided to have an open debate. During this debate which occurred in 1523 Zwingli attacked many abuses like the worship of images, relics and saints, enforced celibacy of the clergy and transsubstantiation.

Zwinglils arguments were based upon the Bible. His opponent's were based upon tradition and the writings of the Church fathers.

The Zurich council decided that Zwingli had won the debate and adopted the Reformation. Monasteries were turned into hospitals, images were removed from the churches and mass and confession was done away with.

In 1529 Zwingli met with Luther. They agreed about everything except the Lord's Supper. Zwingli could not accept Luther’s doctrine of Consubstantiation.

The Reformation spread in Switzerland till 6 cantons (shires) were converted. The rest stayed Catholic. This situation led in 1529 to a civil war. During this war Zwingli served as an army chaplain and was killed.

After Zwingli’s death the Reformation made no further progress in Switzerland and today the country is still half Catholic, half Protestant.

Notes 

1) Swiss law does not allow the Swiss anymore to serve as mercenaries in foreign armies, except in the Swiss Guard of the Vatican. This is the papal guard and was formed in 1505. It strength is 6 officers and 110 men, all Swiss nationals. There function today is purely cerimonial. They wear the colourful uniforms designed by Michelangelo.

2) Lent: period from ash wednesday to Easter Eve, devoted to fasting and penitence.

3) Three Reformation theologies had their origin in Switzerland: Zwinglian, Anabaptist and Calvinist. Zwinglians and Calvinists merged in 1549.

18. THE ANABAPTISTS.

ANABAPTISM

The word “Anabaptist”, means 're‑baptiser" and refers to their practice of adult baptism, even in the case of persons who had been baptized as infants. However in those days any radical or unorthodox Protestant sect was called Anabaptist.

THEIR ORIGIN

The movement originated in Zurich, Switzerland in 1525. Some of Zwingli’s followers rejected the idea of a State Church and that the civil government should bring about the Reformation in the Church. They wanted to return to the Church as it was in the days of the Apostles, that is a Church of believers, completely seperated from the state.

Infant baptism was rejected as they could not find any reference to this practise in the Bible. At first Zwingli agreed with them. When he found out that rejection of infant baptism would mean the loss of the franchise, he changed his mind.

Discussions between the two groups were fruitless and in 1525 the radicals were forbidden to meet and to spread their ideas. They met, baptised each other and so started the first "free church" of modern times.

THEIR BELIEFS

Anabaptism was a movement and not a single organization, so there were differences in doctrine and practices.

The Reformation of Luther and Zwingli was not radical enough for them. They rejected the idea of a State Church. 

Membership of the Church should be limited to those who had committed themselves to Christ.

Only:the Bible was accepted as a rule of faith for the believers. However, some relied more on their "inner revelation".

Only believers were baptised.. At first this was done by effusion (pouring) and later by immersion.

They would not use violence to defend themselves nor would they serve in the armed forces.

Although they generally obeyed the civil government.they would not take a public office. They would not take the oath.

In an act of mutual aid some groups would sell their properties and give the money to the poor. Others practiced a voluntary form of communism (the Hutterites.ln Moravia, named'after their leader Jakob Hutter, d.1536).

PERSECUTED, BUT GROWING

They were regarded as dangerous radicals and were cruelly persecuted by Catholics and Protestants alike. Many lost their lives. But they had a great missionary zeal and the movement spread over Switzerland, Germany,the Netherlands. Austria and Moravia. 

Because of its egalitarianism the movement appealed particularly to the workers and the peasants. Most were just simple believers but some were led astray by ignorant leaders.

The radical fringe of the Anabaptist movement helped to discredit it in Germany. They were behind the peasant war of 1525 and the Munster Rebellion.

THE MUNSTER REBELLION

In 1530 under the pressure of the persecutions there emerged an eschatological expectation of the heavenly Jerusalem that would soon come upon the earth. Also that in the last days the believer should take the sword to destroy his opponents. This was taught by Melchior Hofmann. 

He said that he was Elijah one of the two witnesses of Revelation 11. Strassburg would be the New Jerusalem. Hofmann was put in prison there where he died.

One of his followers, Jan Mattysz from Haarlem in the  Netherlands now claimed to be Enoch, the other witness from Revelation 11. Munster would now be the New Jerusalem. The bishop had already been chased away there.

So they went to Munster and under the leadership of Jan Mattysz they created the "kingdom of Zion”. The king was Jan Beuckelz from Leyden in the Netherlands who had become leader after Jan Mattysz had been killed in fighting against the troops of the bishop.

Communism and polygamy were introduced. King Jan of Leyden himself had sixteen wives. Those who did not agree with them and had not left the city were murdered. After a siege of one year the bishop took the city. The rebel leaders were taken prisoner, tortured anf killed.

MENNO SIMONS (1492‑1559)

Since the Munster Rebellion the Anabaptists were even more detested and persecuted. They fled to North Germany, Prussia, England and The Netherlands.

Menno Simons, a former priest from Friesland in the Netherlands managed to organize them into quiet practical Christian congregations, removing the fanatical elements. After his death the Anabaptists in The Netherlands and North Germany were called Mennonites.

From The Netherlands they spread out over Germany, England and the U.S.A.

They became peaceful, industrious, prosperous and highly respected citizens. In the U.S.A. they were the first to reject slavery.

CONCLUSION

The Anabaptist movement should not only be judged by their radical, extremist fringe as has been done in the past. 

Hoffman’s interpretation of the Bible were not shared by the Swiss Anabaptists. The Rebellion itself was a departure from Anabaptists principles involving the taking up of arms; the merging of Church and State and the revival of Old Testament social customs.

Many of the ideas of the Anabaptists which sounded very radical 450 years ago, have now been accepted by many Christian denominations.

For example:

Seperation between State and Church;

The Congregational form of Church government;

Believers baptism by immersion;

Acceptance of the Millennium.

MODERN FORMS OF ANABAPTISTS

Descendants of the Anabaptists of the 16th century are: The Brethern in Switzerland and South Germany; The Mennonites in The Netherlands (Du: Doopsgezinden) and North Germany; The Amish in the U.S.A. and Canada; The Hutterites in Moravia, the U.S.A. and Canada.

19. ‑ JOHN CALVIN AND CALVINISM

JOHN CALVIN (1509‑1564)

John Calvin (Jean Caulvin) was born in 1509 in Noyon, a small town in France, not far from Paris. His parents were rather wealthy. so they were able to give him a good education. His father was secretary of the bishop of Noyon and through his influence John Calvin received a Church Office when he was only eleven yearn old.

He went to the University of Paris to prepare himself for a career in the Church but when his father had a serious argument with the bishop he ordered his son to change over from theology to law. Calvin obeyed. He left Paris to study law in Orleans. After his father's death he went back to Paris.

In 1533 Calvin, already influenced by the writings of the German reformers experienced what he later described as “a sudden conversion”

In the same year Nicolas Crop, a friend of Calvin and rector of the University of Paris, delivered a speech which reflected the Ideas of Erasmus and Luther. There were rumours that Calvin had something to do with that speech so both he and Crop had to flee Paris.

In France the Protestants, Huguenots as they were called there, were being persecuted. Had Calvin been caught. he would have ended his life on the stake. He wandered around through France and in 1535 he settled in Basel.

In Basel he wrote a book that made him well known throughout Europe. This book "Institutes of the Christian Religion" gave a systematical explanation of the ideas and teachings of the Reformation. The book was dedicated to Francis 1, king of France, to show that the people he was persecuting were not dangerous radicals, but simple Bible believing Christians. Calvin was only twenty six years when he wrote his “Institutes”.

CALVIN'S FIRST STAY IN GENEVA (1536‑1538)

In 1536 Calvin decided to move to Strasbourg to devote himself to a quiet life of study and writing. But because king Francis I was at war with Charles V he had to make a detour and had to go over Geneva in Switzerland. It was his Intention to stay only one night there.

Geneva had already chosen for the Reformation. mainly through the preaching of Guillaume Farel. However there were still many problems in Geneva. Farel was an eloquent preacher.but he was also hot‑tempered. He knew that he was not the man to bring peace and order to the city..

When Farel heard that Calvin was in Geneva he went to see him, explained the situation and asked him to stay in Geneva.

Calvin saw the troubles in which he would get involved in Geneva. Since the death of his father he had enough money to support himself. 

He told Farel that he was too young and too timid and that he needed more study. Farel answered that God would curse his studies and his rest if now, when the Church was in such a need, he would refuse to help.

Calvin later wrote that he was struck with terror. In Farel’s thundering voice he heard the voice of God. He stayed.

Calvin became a preacher and with Farel he tried to turn Geneva into a model Christ city, a "City of God". But not everybody in Geneva agreed and many citizens were unhappy with the strict discipline that was introduced.

After two years Calvin's opponents, the Libertines, won and it did not take long before Farel and Calvin were banished. Calvin went to Strasbourg where he became a pastor of a church of French refugees.

CALVIN IN STRASBOURG (1538‑1541)

In Strasbourg Calvin enjoyed three peaceful years. He married a widow, Idelette van Buren. She died nine years later. They had only one son Jacques, who died in infancy.

Calvin gained valuable experience as a pastor. He aso enlarged his Institutes. (The last edition of the Institutes  is five times as large as the original). 

When the party friendly to Calvin came back to power in Geneva. he was invited back. Calvin reluctantly agreed.

BACK IN GENEVA - 1541 TILL HIS DEATH IN 1564

Calvin introduced a Church Order which gave much power to the laity and self rule to the local church without any governmental interference. 

In Geneva, however the Church more or less ruled the city. This system of Church government had four offices:  1) pastor, 2) doctor (in theology), 3) elder, 4) deacon. 

The church was ruled.by.the Consistory or Church Council.

Everything in Geneva was regulated by law. Ostentatious dress, gambling, dancing and theatre were outlawed. There were church services on Sunday, Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Not attending services without any valid reason was punishable with a fine.

Although most citizens agreed with Calvin's ideas, the strictness by which they were enforced would be unacceptable today. In the period 1542‑1546 the city council condemned 58 persons to death and 76 were exiled from the city.

In 1553 Servetus was burned at the stake because he denied the Trinity. Heresy was still seen as a capital crime in those days. The Libertines. who had supported Servetus against Calvin, were expelled from the city. Through this and the influx of many refugees from France, Calvin had virtually no opposition.

Calvin put a great emphasise on education. In 1559 an academy was opened (now the University of Geneva)  which attracted hundreds of foreign students. 

Calvin had a weak and sickly body. When he died in 1564 he was only 54 years old, worn out by hard work, fasting, nights without sleep and with study.

CALVIN’S INFLUENCE

Calvin had a very great influence over Protestant Europe through his correspondence, his books and the Academy. Calvints "Institutes" is still a bestseller. He also wrote a commentary on each book in the Bible, except Revelation.

In Calvin's theology we find much of the churchfather Augustine. eg. Predestination and his Amillen​nial view. The doctrine of predestination was first developed by Augustine. After that it lay dormant for a thousand years till it was brought back to life by Calvin.

Calvin's system of representative church government in which elected laymen (the elders) have a great deal of power. helped the development of democracy.

Calvinists always had a great interest in education. Shrift, industry and hard work created what is sometimes called the "Calvinist work ethics". This and the acceptance of interest on borrowed money as not being morally wrong made the development of capitalism possible.

Calvin taught that a Christian was allowed to take up arms to defend himself and that in certain cases rebellion against a tyrannical. king was justified. This would have its consequences for the history of Western Europe.

We still find Calvinistic churches all over the world. They are called Reformed. The Calvinistic,churches in Scotland are called Presbyterian. The Puritans and the Independents or Congregationalists in England and the U.S.A. were also Calvinists.

Luther, Zwingli and Calvin are regarded as the three most important leaders of the Reformation.

PREDESTINATION

Calvin taught that God has predestined some to eternal life and others to eternal damnation. This doctrine of Predestination is summarised in the “Five points of Calvinism", easily remembered with the word T‑U‑L‑I‑P. 

T= Total depravity, because of the sinful nature inherited from Adam. A sinner cannot repent or come to faith unless overpowered by the Holy Spirit. He has lost his free will to make a choice. 

U= Unconditional election. This means that God's foreknowledge or man's free will play no part in it. 

L= Limited atonement; Christ died only for the elect. 

I= Irresitible grace. The elect cannot resist the Holy Spirit, who draws them to Christ. 

P= Perseverance of the saints; once saved, always saved.

EVALUATION

We believe that we are saved by grace and kept by the power of God. We do not agree with Calvin's ideas about predestination however.

We believe in original sin (Romans 5:12; 1 Corinhtians 15:22). But man still has a free will. If man had no free will, admonitions and warnings would become useless and the Bible is full of them. 

Man's free will is also found in texts such as John 3:15‑18,36; Romans 10:13, Revelation 22:17.

Election rests upon Gods foreknowledge (Romans 8:29; 1 Peter 1:2).

Christ died for the sins of the whole world, although it are only the believers who benefit. 1 Timothy 2:5,6; 4:10; 1 John 2:2; 4:14)

"Once saved always saved". Here we agree with Calvin.(2 Timothy 2:13; 1 Corinthians 5:5; Romans 8:38,39)

Notes

1) In defence of the Predestination doctrine Romans 9:10‑13 is sometimes quoted. Verse 13 is a quotation from Malachi 1: 2, 3. There we find that this deals with destinies of nations, not of individuals.

2) Christ was elected before the foundation of the world (Isaiah 42:1; 1 Peter 2:4). If we are in Christ, we share in His position (Ephesians 1:4, 5). 

INFANT BAPTISM. 

Calvinists practise infant baptism. Baptism is seen as a seal of God's covenant with Abraham. The Church has taken the place of Israel and baptism has replaced circumcision.

Notes

3) One is a child of Abraham through faith in Jesus Christ, and not by birth or through the faith of one's parents (Romans 9: 6 ; Galatians 3:7, 9 29).

4) Baptism by immersion symbolizes the identification of the believer with Christ. The old man dies with Christ in His death and the new man arises with Him in His resurrection (Rom 6:3‑5; 1 Pet 3:21).

OTHER CALVINIST STANDPOINTS

Calvinists are Amillennialists ( they don't believe in a coming millennium). Calvin saw the Pope as the Antichrist of Revelation 13:11‑18. This is understandable if we look at the way the papecy was persecuting the believers in his days.

Calvin removed from the church service everything that was not ordered in the Bible. Eg. the Choir and the organ. He was a strong supporter of congregational singing. Luther used hymns, Calvin the Psalms, written in verse and sung to simple tunes. These  ”Genevan” tunes are still being used in many churches.

Note

 5) In Calvin's theology we find much of the churchfather Augustine. 

20 - THE COUNTER REFORMATION, THE COUNCIL OF TRENT, THE JESUITS

There were some attempts to reunite the Protestants and the Catholics, but they failed. The differences were too great and too many. Some now tried to stop the spread of Protestantism and to regain lost ground where possible. This is called the Counter Reformation.

THE COUNCIL OF TRENT

This council was called by Pope Paul Ill and of its number 75% were Italians. The Council of Trent met in three sessions during the period 1545‑1563. It proved to be one of the most important councils ever held in the Roman Catholic Church. 

Its task was:

1) To consider the doctrines of the Church.

2) The reform of clerical abuses.

3) A crusade against the infidel.

DOCTRINES: 

The Council of Trent did not change any of the doctrines which had been disputed by the Reformation. For example: transsubstantiation; justification by faith AND works; seven sacrements; celibacy; purgatory and indulgences we all retained.

Apart from the Bible, which now included the Apocrypha, the Tradition was taken as a source of God's revelation. This of course made any future agreement with the Protestants impossible. 

REFORMS

Many abuses in the Church were corrected. The sale of indulgences was stopped and the moral standard of the clergy raised.But this was reform, not reformation. It did not change 'he essential character of the Church. 

CRUSADE AGAINST THE INFIDEL: 

This resulted in a period of religious wars and persecutions in West Europe. For example: The 30 year war in Germany; the 80 year war which saw the emergence of The Netherlands as, a indpendent nation; the persecutions of the Huguenots in France and the period of "Bloody Maryll in, England.

This council also strenghtened the position of the pope as head of the Church.

THE "INDEX LIBRORUM PROHIBITORUM”
The invention of the printing press had greatly helped the spreading of the ideas of the Reformation. As a counter measure the Index of Prohibited Books was introduced. This was a list with books which a believer was not allowed to read.

Not only the works of the Reformers appeared on the list. but also all the writings of Erasmus and the Protestant Bible translations. The Index was not abolished until 1966.

THE INQUISITION.

In Catholic countries such as Spain, France and Italy, the Inquisition became the major instrument of the Counter Reformation.

The Inquisition, or the “Supreine Congregation Of The Holy Office" was a revival of the medieval inquisition. It was a Church tribunal for the persecution of heretics. Heretics were seen as a social cancer that had to be surgically removed so that it could not affect other parts of the body.

The Inquisition used torture to obtain confessions. Accused was presumed to be guilty till they could prove their innocence. Canon Law forbade churchmen to shed blood, so when someone was found guilty, he would be handed over to the civil authorities for execution.

Under pressure from the Inquisition many Protestants recanted and returned to the Roman Cathol ic Church. In Italy and Spain the Inquisition was very effective. These countries stayed Catholic.

THE JESUITS

The founder of the order of the Jesuits was a Spanish nobleman, Ignatius de Loyola (1491‑1556). He pursued a military career, till a leg wound left him lame. While recovering from his injury he read about the lives of the saints and decided to become a "soldier of Christ”  

.Although 33 years old he went back to school to study. Later he gathered a small group of young men around him. In 1540 after some hesitation Pope Paul III gave his approval to the new order, which was called The Soceity of Jesus (Ordo Societas Jesu).

The Jesuits were to become the spiritual elite. Recruits had to be healthy, handsome, intelligent and eloquent. Next to the traditional three vows of poverty, chastity and obedience, the order introduced a fourth vow of absolute obedience to the Pope.

The purpose of the society was to propagate the faith by every means. In practice that means that "the end justifies the means". The order asks an unquestioning obedience, "as a corpse" (as si cadaver esset). This can only be attained after a long period of training and "spiritual exercises".

NOTE: 

This kind of discipline and obedience is morally unacceptable, as it leaves no room for the individual's conscience. What is not done out of faith is sin. 

The principle that "the end justifies the means" is also unacceptable.

The main functions of the organization were education, fighting heresy and foreign missions.

The Jesuits took a leading part in the Counter Reformation. They served as papal legates (representatives) in various countries. Also as court preachers and confessors to the emperor and kings. This gave them great political influence. 

During their history the Jesuits have been expelled from many countries because of their political interference. The Jesuits were, and still are, very active in education. They founded many schools and universities. They also produced many scholars. They were also very zealous missioraries. The Jesuits, backed by the Index and the Inquisition were the three most powerful weapons of the Pope.

CONCLUSION

How succesful was the Counter Reformation?

Except for The Netherlands, the spread of Protestantism was brought to a standstill. Belgium and Poland were regained for the Pope. The spread of the ideas of the Reformation in the Eastern Churches was prevented and the missionary activities brought many under the sway of Rome.

21. THE REFORMATION IN FRANCE AND THE HUGUENOTS

In 1512 Jean Lefevre d’Etaples (1450‑1537) published a commentary on Paul's letter to the Romans. He taught that man is justified by faith, not by works. A few years later he translated the Bible into French. His works and those of Luther were accepted by many people, mainly from the middle class and the nobility.

Although persecuted, the Protestants grew in number and under Calvin's leadership they began to get organized. In 1559 they held their first synod in Paris. By then approximately 16 % of the French population was Protestant. From 1560 on the protestants were nicknamed "Huguenots". The origin of this name is not sure.

Although in a minority, the Huguenots formed a strong party. The Catholics hated them. The Huguenots were strong in South France, where the Waldenses had adopted Calvinism. Paris was a Catholic stronghold. Between 1562 and 1598 there were eight civil wars in France between the Huguenots and the Roman Catholics.

THE SAINT BARTHOLOMEW'S DAY MASSACRE

In 1570 there was peace. Catherine de Medici, the mother of the king Charles IX proposed that the Catholic princess Margeret should marry Henry de Bourbon of Navarre, one of the Huegenot leaders. Many notables were invited to Paris for the wedding, including all the leading Huguenots. They saw this marriage as a reconciliation.

Catherine pressed her son into signing a document, in which was ordered that all the Huguenots had to be slain at midnight on the day of the wedding. And at ridnight, 24th August 1572 on Saint Bartholomew's Day the massacre began. The Paris mob was given a free hand. It lasted three days and three nights.

The leader of the Huguenots, Admiral Gaspar de Coligny was murdered in his bedroom. His head was cut off and carried to Catherine and Charles IX. Thousands were murdered. Orders were sent to other cities in France to kill all the Huguenots. Many towns disobeyed the order, but in other places it was carried out.

It was said that Philip II, king of Spain, laughed for the first time in his life when he heard about it. The Pope, Gregory VIII was delighted. For three nights Rome was illuminated and a “Te Deum” was sung.

Charles IX, the king whe had signed the order died insane at the age of 24.

THE EDICT OF NANTES

In 1589 Henry of Navarre became king Henry IV. The Catholics did not want a Protestant king. So war broke out. The king of Spain threated  to invade France if Henry would stay Protestant. To save the country and his crown, Henry became Catholic. “Paris is worth a mass” he said.

But he did not forget his former comrades. The famous edict of Nantes gave the Huguenots religious freedom and political control over certain parts of the country.

In 1629 the Huguenots lost their political power when the French statesman Cardinal Richelieu captured La Rochelle, the

last Protestant stronghold. Richelieu did not take away their religious freedom.

THE HUGUENOTS UNDER LOUIS XIV

Louis XIV was an absolute king. One state. one ruler. one faith was his ideal. He tried to force the Huguenots back into Catholicism. Notorious was the system of billeting dragoons, the worst behaved of the French troops, on Protestant families.

In 1685 the Edict of Nantes was revoked.All Protestant churches were to be demolished. Protestant children were to be brought up as Roman Catholics. Many fled but emigration was forbidden and who was caught in the act was sent to the galleys. About 500.000 Huguenots escaped. They fled to England, Holland, South Africa and Prussia.Most were skilful craftsmen and their loss was a serious blow for the French economy.

The French Reformed Church lost nearly all its members. What was left retreated to the mountains of Cevennes, from where they conducted a guerilla wargare. The persecutions stopped when Louis XVI became king.

During the “Reign of Terror” (1793‑1795) Catholics and Protestants alike whro persecuted'” Many Protestants as well as Catholics renounced their faith at that time. It was Napoleon who introduced complete freedom of religion.

There are now about 700.000 Protestants in France. About 630.000 are Calvinist (Eglise Reforme), the rest Lutheran.

22. REFORMATION IN THE LOW COUNTRIES, ARMINIUS, THE 30 YEARS WAR

THE REFORMATION IN THE NETHERLANDS

In the Netherlands, the country where Erasmus came from, the ideas of the Reformation were readily accepted. Calvin rather than Luther appealed more to the Dutch mainly because of Luther's insistance on the authority of the ruler.

Charles V, emperor of Germany and king of Spain, was also lord of the Netherlands. He introduced the Spanish Inquisition to overthrow Protestantism. This policy was continued by his son Philip II, who succeeded him in 1555.  Approximately 18.000 protestants fell victim to the Inquisition.

Alarmed by the widespread rebellion of the Dutch, Philips II sent the Duke of Alva with an army of Spanish soldiers. Alva. a cruel and ferocious man started a reign of terror. Between 1567 and 1573 about 100.000 Protestants lost their lives, thousands emigrated and high taxes bled the country white.

Under the leadership of William of Orange, a German nobleman, the Dutch began a war of independence against Spanish rule. William’s troops were defeated by the better trained Spanish nrmy. Prince of Orange and Count of Nassau. The revolting cities were retaken by Alva and its citizens massacred..

More succesful were the “ Gueux de Mer”  or seabeggars. Many of them were fugitives, who had taken to the sea and from English ports conducted a sea‑guerilla campaign against Spanish shipping. English aid and the defeat of the Spanish Armada helped the Dutch in their struggle for independence. Another effective way of fighting the Spaniards was the cutting of the dikes to flood the countryside with seawater.

The war went off and on for 80 years. interrupted by an armistice of 12 years. The southern provinces. what is now Belgium, stayed in Spanish hands and remained of course Roman Catholic. The northern provinces became the "Republic of the United Netherlands!.

NOTES 

1) The bond between the Dutch people and the House of Orange goes back to this period. The Dutch had become very weary of monarchs. During 
the first 300 years members of the house of Orange ruled as stadtholders. Only after the Napoleonic wars were the monarchy was introduced. The loyalty of the Dutch is to the House of Orange rather than to the institute of the monarchy Itself.

2) Another feature of the Republic was its complete freedom of religion. This also applied to the Roman Catholics. Many people from all over Europe who wore persecuted because of their faith found an haven in the Republic. Eg. Jews from Portugal and Spain; the Pilgrim fathers from England; the Anabaptists and the Huguenots.

ARMINIANISM

Jacobus Arminius (1560‑1609) was a professor of Theology at the University in Leyden. To him the Calvinist doctrine of predestination made man a robot and God the author of sin. To correct this he modified the Calvinist doctrine on that point. He taught that 

1). Gods election rests on Gods foreknowledge;

2). Christ died for all, although it are only the believers who benefit;

3). The work of the Holy Spirit is not irresistable. It is up to the sinner to decide wether or not he accepts salvation;

4). A believer can later in life lose his salvation.

Arminius' followers formulated his views in a “Remonstrance”. It created such an uproar that the Dutch government called a National Synod to deal with the matter. 

This synod was held in 1618‑1619 in Dordrecht. Delegates, not only from Holland. but,also from other Calvinist churches in Europe were present. 

The synod rejected the teachings of Arminius and formulated the Calvinist doctrine on these points in the so‑called "Canons of Dordt”.This became one of the three creeds or doctrinal statements of the Reformed Churches.(The other two are the Heidelberg Cathechism and the Belgic Confession).

The Arminians were evicted from the Dutch Reformed Church and formed the Remonstrant Churches. Their influence in the Netherlands was never very great.

THE THIRTY YEARS WAR (1619‑1648)

This was the last of the religious wars. It began when the emperor Ferdinand, who was also king of Bohemia, tried to force Bohemia back into the Roman Catholic camp. Bohemia was at that time for 90% Protestant. The Protestants were defeated. Even the help from the king of Denmark could not save them. Finally the Swedish king Gustavus Adolphus landed with an army In Denmark.

Magdenburg was taken by Ferdinand's army and its population killed. Only 4000 out of 30.000 survived. Now all the Protestant states in Germany joined Gustavus Adolphus.The army of the emperor was defeated and Protestantism in Germany was saved. This war left Germany ruined. The population was reduced from 15.000.000 to less than 5.000.000.

23. THE REFORMATION IN ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND

Various events had paved the way for the coming Reformation in England. .

John Wycliffe’s ideas were still very much alive through the work of the Lollards. Although severely persecuted.they were never wiped out completely. 

A renewed interest in the study of the Bible in its original languages had beencreated by the Oxford Reformers.Among them wore John Colet. Thomas More. the author of "Utopia” and their Dutch friend Erasmus.

Tyndale (1494‑1536) translated the Bible into English from the original Hebrew and Greek texts. Wycliffe’s translation was inaccurate, as it was a translation from the Vulgate. Also the English language had changed quite a lot since Wycliffe. Ninety percent of Tyndale's translation found its way into the ling James Version.

The Reformation is England was very much the result of the actions of the monarchy. Their motivation was more political than religious.

THE REIGN OF HENRY VIII (1509‑1547)
Although Henry VIII was responsible for the Reformation in England, he was an enemy of Protestantism. For a book that Henry had written against Luther. the pope awarded him the title "Defender of the Faith". The inscription FID DEF or F.D. (Defensor Fidel. =  Defender of the Falth) on British coins is a leftover from the days of Henry VIII

Henry desperately wanted a male heir. Realising that his wife Catherine of Aragon could not give him a son he asked the Pope to annul his marriage.The Pope could not do this. Henry now broke with the Pope and the Roman Catholic Church and declared himself Head of the Church. Thoman Cranmer. Who agreed with the king became the Archbishop of Canterbury.

Those who would not acknowledge the king as he head of the Church were executed. Sir Thomas More was one of them. Although the English Church was a national Church now it was still very Roman Catholic in doctrine. Lutherans were still burned as heretics.

Many monasteries, strongholds of the Papacy were dissolved. Relics wore destroyed. Advised by Cranmer. Henry had a Bible placed in all the churches in England. The catholic Missal (service book) was replaced with the English Prayer Book.

THE REIGN OF EDWARD VI - (I547‑1553)

Edward VI the son of Henry VII by his third wife Jane Seymour and became king at the age of nine. He died seven years later. Because Edward was too young, his uncle, the Duke of Somerset became regent. Somerset sympathized with the Reformation and with Cranmer as Archbishop of Canterbury the Reformation in England made real progress.

Many catholic practices were done away with. The laity was allowed to partake of the cup, images were removed from the churches. the clergy was allowed to marry, prayers for the dead wore abolished.

A revised Prayer Book was issued and its use in churches enforced by law. A Protestant creed of the Church of England was adopted (the 42 articles. later revised to 39).

THE REIGN OF MARY (1553‑1558)

Mary was the daughter of Henry VIII’s first wife Catherine of Aragon. She was a devout Roman Catholic, married to Philip II of Spain. Mary tried to restore everything in the Church an it had been twenty five years earlier. The authority of the Pope over the Church of England was restored. Eight hundred members of the clergy who did not accept the changes had to flee the country.

Mary started a fierce persecution. Nearly 300 were martyred for their faith. among them Thomas Cranmer and other Protestant leaders. It were these persecutions which earned her the nickname "Bloody Mary". Under her successor Queen Elizabeth Protestantism was restored. 

THE REFORMATION IN SCOTLAND

In the 16th century Scotland was an independent but poor feudal country with a corrupt clergy. Scotland had its Lollard martyrs and also those who spread Luther’s ideas wore burned. Later the influence of Calvin became stronger.

JOHN KNOX (1505‑1572)

John Knox was the greatest of the Scottish reformers. He was born in Scotland. After his university training he became a priest. In 1547 he was taken. prisoner by the French and for eighteen months was a galley slave.

After his release he went to England. Here he helped Cranmer in formulating the 42 articles.When Mary Tudor became Queen. of England he went to Geneva. where he studied and adopted Calvin's doctrines.

In 1557 the leaders of the Protestant party drew up the “First Scottish Covenant” pledging themselves to do everything in their power to promote God’s Word In Scotland. In 1559 John Knox was asked to come back to Scotland

.

As a preacher he had a great influence over the people. Wherever he preached the people would break down the images in the churches and burn the monasteries.  He said "The best way to keep the rooks from returning Is to pull down their nest.”

In 1560 the Scottish Parliament officially accepted Protestantism. Now is was the turn of the Catholics to be oppressed. The Church In Scotland became Calvinist. both in doctrine and organization.

MARY, QUEEN OF THE SCOTS

Mary. Queen of the Scots. stayed Catholic. She did not like the Protestants. Married to king Francis II she was also Queen of France. Intervention from Queen Elizabeth of England prevented her from using French troops to restore Catholicism. A plan to do this with the help of Spain failed. This and her immoral way of life made her so disliked that she fled to England.

Plots to put her on the English throne made it necessary for Elizabeth to have her executed.

24. ENGLAND UNDER ELIZABETH, SPANISH ARMADA, KING JAMES, THE INDEPENDENTS

ENGLAND UNDER ELIZABETH (1558‑1603)

Mary was succeeded by her sister Elizabeth. She was the daughter of Henry VIII second wife Anne Boleyn. During the reign of her sister she outwardly became Roman Catholic in order to survive. But when Elizabeth became queen, England returned to Protestantism. This was done by act of Parliament, sometimes called the Elizabethan Church Settlement.

A revised Book of Prayer was reintroduced and the 42 articles. They were reduced to 39 and still is the creed of the Church of England.

The Elizabethan settlement was really a compromise. The Catholic objected to the changes. The Pope excommuncated Queen Elizabeth. As a consequence her life was in danger.

On the other hand there were those who believed that the Reformation in England did not go far enough. Many of the clergy who had fled England during the reign of Mary had come Into contact with Calvinism. They now wanted to purify the Church. That's why they were called Puritans. 

They objected to old Roman Catholic customs such as the vestments used by the clergy, kneeling at the Lord’s Supper and the sign of the cross. Later they tried to have the episcopal form of Church government replaced by the presbyterian.

Note

Episcopalian:comes from from Greek Episcopus or Bishop where local churches ruled from above by bishops. appointed by the crown.  Presbyterian comes from Greek presbuteros. meaning elder. Local churches were ruled by chosen pastors and elders. 

Most of the Puritans stayed In the Church. hoping that sooner or later more reforms would come. Some however. left the established Church. They were the Dissenters or Seperatists who were also known as the Independents or Congregationalists.

THE SPANISH ARMADA

In 1588 king Philip II of Spain sent an invasion fleet to England. The Spanish fleet was defeated at Calals. Those who escaped sailed around Scotland and Ireland.back to Spain. But they had terrible weather and many of the Spanish galleons were shipwrecked on the Irish coast. Elizabeth had a medal struck. On It were the words: "God blew His winds and they were scattered.” Had Philip II aucceeded England, The Netherlands and possibly North America would have become Roman Catholic. 

KING JAMES 1 (1603‑1625)

James I was the son of Mary Queen of Scots and her second husband. James had been brought up as a Presbyterian. but when he came to England he became Anglican.

Confronted by a growing puritan movement a conference was held between the Putitans and the bishops. This conference was a great success for the bishops, because the king disliked the presbyterian form of Church Government. He was afraid that if the bishops had to go, the king had to follow. He said  "If you aim at a Scottish Presbytery it agrees at well with a monarchy as God and the devil. No bishop, no king” Three hundred clergymen who would not conform lost their jobs.

The only good thing that came out of this conference was a new Bible translation. It was completed in 1611. This translation, the "Authorized Version" or "King James Version" is one of the best English Bible translations ever produced.

THE CONGRERATIONALISTS

The Congregationalists or Independents and the Baptists can be traced back to this period. In 1581 during the reign of Queen Elizabeth. Robert Browne organized a congregational church in Norwich. For that he was thrown into prison. 

When released he fled with part of his congregation to Kiddelburg in The Netherlands. Here he published a book which explained the congregational principles.

There should be seperation of Church and State. 

All local churches should be independent of each other. The people, that are in the Congregation are under God, the source of sovereignty in the church.(hence the name Congregational

Each congregation was to choose its own pastor. teacher, elders and deacons. Although the local churches have to help each other and hold assemblies together. the decisions of those assemblies are not binding. 

The diaconate or church council has to carry out the will of the congregation.

Browne later returned to England where he was ordained in the Anglican Church.

In 1592 Henry Barrowe and John Greenwood organized a Congregational Church in London. A year later they were hanged. Most of the congregation fled to Amsterdam. There were other groups of congregationalists who migrated to Holland in those days.

One group later left Holland and sailed to America in the “Mayflower”. These are the so called Pilgrim Fathers.

Some came into contact with the Mennonites and their ideas about believers baptism by immersion. They later went back to England and in about 1612 they established England's first Baptist Church.

25. ENGLAND UNDER CHARLES I, THE CIVIL WAR AND GROMWELL, CHARLES II ,  WILLIAM OF ORANGE

CHARLES 1 (1625‑1649)

James I was followed by his son Charles I. He married a Catholic princess from France. Charles could not work with the increasingly Puritan parliament, so for eleven years he ruled without it. During this period Puritan clergy who did not agree with Charles' archbishop Laud were cruelly punished. 

The letters “S.L.”  Seditions Libeller or “S.S.” Sower of Sedition were branded on the offender's cheeks. Fines had to be paid,  ears were cut off. At least 20.000 Puritans migrated to America during Charles’ reign.

When Charles tried to bring the Scottish Church under the rule of bishops.war broke out. To raise money for that war Charles called Parliament back in 1640. In this Parliament the Puritans had now a majority. The oppressors of the Puritans. the Earl of Strafford and the Archbiship Laud, both the chief advisers of the king, were tried and executed.

The king now wanted to bring the leaders of the Opposition in Parliament to trial. When he did not get his way he started a civil war.

THE CIVIL WAR (1642‑1648) AND CROMWELL

On the king's side was the nobility, the Cavaliers,all expert horsemen. Those Cavaliers had long hair. Their opponents, the Parliament’s Army, had short hair. That's why they were called Roundheads.

At first the Roundheads were losing but one of their leaders. Oliver Cromwell, had an extraordinary military talent. His cavalry regiment, the Ironeides, were never defeated. They were all strict religious men who went into battle singing Psalms.

A New Model Army of 21,000 men was raised. They were all god‑fearing men, mostly Independents. This new army was modelled upon Cromwell’s lronsides with the same strict discipline

With Cromwell as captain general, the king's army was defeated. The king was tried and executed, Cromwell refused to become king  As Lord Protector he ruled England as a dictator(1648‑1658)

Now the Puritans tried to mould  the State Church into a Calvinistic church in organization and doctrine. A Church assembly was held in Westminster. They drew up the Westminster Confession, a Calvinistic creed which Is still in use. Also the larger and shorter Cathecism. 

Under Cromwell come freedom of religion was introduced. He also allowed the Jews, who had been expelled in 1290 to 

return. AIthough he did not belong to a church. Cromwell favoured the Congregationals.

CHARLES II (1660 – 1685)

After Cromwell's death, Charles II, the son of Charles I, was asked to return to England. The people were tired of the strict Puritan lifestyle which had been enforced during the reign of Cromwell. The return of the Stuarts to the English throne is known as the Restoration of 1660.

The Church of England was restored to what is was before the Puritans took over. Episcopacy or rule by bishops was reintroduced. Two thousands clergymen who would not conformists lost their job. As a result of the persecution the Puritans could no longer stay in the Church of England. And like the seperatists they too became dissenters.

One of the best known was a lay‑preacher. John Bunyan. He was put in prison till he promised not to preach anymore, As he could not do this, he stayed In that prison for 12 years. During these years he wrote many books. His most famous work is "The Pilgrim's Progress", an allegory of the life of a Christian.

In Scotland the persecution of the Dissenters, Covenanters as they were called there. was even more severe. Shortly before he died Charles II became a Roman Catholic.

JAMES II AND THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTION

Charles II was succeeded by his brother James II, who was Roman Catholic. England now had a Roman Catholic as head of their Protestant State Church. With the help of Louis XIV James II tried to make England again a Roman Catholic country. 

The English now appealed to the Dutch Stadtholder William III. William crossed the sea with a Dutch army and drove James II, who by the way was his father in law, out. This is known as the Glorious Revolution. William and his wife Mary now became King and Queen of England.

The next year James landed with a French army in southern Ireland. Supported by the Roman Catholic Irish he marched to northern Ireland. The people there were Protestant and sided with William of Orange. For this reason they were called Orangemen. In 1690 James army was defeated in the battle of the Boyne. This saved England, Holland and America for Protestantism.

The Toleration Act of 1689 gave freedom of worship. It did however. not cover the Roman Catholics and those who did not believe in the Trinity. Complete freedom of religion came only In 1828. King William III died in 1702.

NOTES 

1). With the battle of the Boyne the period of the great religious wars in Europe came to an end.

2). In Ireland "Orange" stands for Protestant and "Green" for Roman Catholic.

3) Ireland was conquered in 1171 by Henry II of England. Anglicanism was imposed on Ireland by the English. In this way Protestantism became linked with foreign rule. Under James 1 many Presbyterians from Scotland settled in Northern Ireland (Ulster). The reasons behind the "troubles" in northern Ireland can be traced back to this period.

The Catholics there would like to see Ulster incorporated in the Irish Republic. The Protestant want Ulster to stay in the United Kingdom. They don't want to become a minority group in a Catholic Ireland.

4) England’s church history in the 16th and 17th century is closely linked with its kings and queens. Whatever their religionthey all firmly believed in a State Church . Whewn a church becomes an instrument of political power, the result is oppression .

ENGLANDS IN THE 16TH AND 17TH CENTURIES

	YEAR
	RULER
	RELIGION
	SOME OF THE MAIN EVENTS

	1509‑47
	Henry VIII

[Tudor]
	Roman Catholic &  Church. of England 
	Lutherans persecuted; 1534 Act of Supremacy; 1536 Tyndale martyred; Relics removed; Monasteries closed.

	1547‑53
	Edward VI

[Tudor]
	Church. of England
	More church reforms; Prayer Book, 42 Articles

	1553‑58
	Mary

[Tudor]
	Roman Catholic
	Roman Catholic
Roman Catholicism restored; 800 Protestant clergymen flee England; 300 executed.

	1558‑03
	Elizabeth I

[Tudor]
	Church. of England
	Protestantism restored; 1563 Elizabethan Settlement; New Prayer Book, 39 Articles; Puritans, 1581 first Congregational Church; Seperatists persecuted and flee to Holland; 1588 Spanish Armada

	1603-25
	James

(Stuart)
	Presbyterian / Church. of England
	1611 King James Version; 1612 first Baptist Church,  1620 The Pilgrim Fathers (Mayflower)

	1625‑49
	Charles 1

(Stuart)
	Church. of England
	Puritans persecuted; 1642‑48 Civil War; 1648 Charles 1 beheaded.

	1649‑58
	Cromwell

(Lord Protector)
	Independent
	Westminster Confession# Puritan reforms; more religious freedom; Jews allowed back.

	1660‑85
	Charles II

(Stuart)
	Church. of England

Roman Catholic
	1660 The Restoration; Puritan reforms reverted, Puritans become dissenters; John Bunyan.

	1685-88
	James II

(Stuart)
	Roman Catholic
	James II tries to reintroduce Roman Catholicism.

	1688‑02
	William III

(Orange)
	Reformed
	1688 The Glorious Revolution; 1689 Toleration Act gives freedom of religion; 1690 Battle of the Boyne.


26, RATIONALISM, DEISM, VOLTAIRE AND ROUSSEAU.

DEAD ORTHODOXY

During the 17th century the Protestant Churches in Europe developed a dead orthodoxy. Christianity became something one accepted intellectually. The Churches were still orthodox in doctrine, but failed to touch the heartsof the people.

There were two reactions to this Protestant Scholasticism: 1) Rationalism and Deism; 2) Revival.

RATIONALISM

Rationalism means that everything is to be judged by reason. On this basis reason is seen as the only source of truth. What cannot be understood by reason is rejected. This philosophy leaves not much room for the belief in the supernatural such as angels or miracles nor in a God who reveals Himself to mankind.

DESCARTES

The Frenchman Rene Descartes (1596‑1650) doubted everything that could possibly be doubted. He was only sure of one thing: the fact that he doubted. He came to his famous conclusion: I think, therefore I am. He believed that the existence of God and the soul can be accepted by reason.

Rationalism became very strong in Europe. The 18th Century had been called the Age of Enlightment. The Influence of the French thinkers Voltaire and Rousseau was very great during this period.

Descartes and the early Rationalists still believed in the existence of God. Later Rationalism became atheistic. In.1793 the.revolutionary government of France abolished Christianity. A worship of Reason was introduced. 

An opera dancer dressed in the colours of the new republic (red, white and blue) was set up in the Notre Dame as the goddess of Reason. The Christian calendar was abolished and a 10 day week introduced. However when Napoleon came to power he put an.end to this.

DEISM

Deism comes from the Latin Deus=God. It is rationalism applied to religion. God, after He had created the world, had left it to be governed by natural laws, like a clock, which had been wound up. 

Biblical miracles,an infallible Bible, prophecy, Christ as the God-man were denied. Christ was only a moral teacher and the Bible an ethical guidebook. They believed that after death everyone is rewarded or punished for his deeds..

Deism became very popular among England's upper class. Deism also created the modern system of Bible criticism.

A good thing that can be said about Deism, is that it helped to create a climate of religious tolerance. Their belief in the dignity of man made them cooperative in humanitarian activities. Voltaire and Rousseau also called themselves Deists.

VOLTAIRE (FRANCOIS MARIE AROUET. 1694‑1778)

Although Voltaire believed in a Supreme Being, he attacked and ridiculed religion, the Church and the power of the clergy. “Ecrasons l’ifame”  “Crush the infamous” was his slogan, refering to any form of religion that persecuted non‑adherents or that was fanatic.

Voltaire bravely attacked injustices and defended those who were persecuted for their beliefs. This brought him more than once into conflict with the French government.

JEAN‑JACQUES ROUSSEAU (1712‑1778)

Rousseau believed that man is noble and good in himself. What corrupts him is the influence of society. Treat a child wisely and he will more or less teach himself. Modern permissive and psychologically orientated education methods are based on his principles.

Rousseau never put his lofty Ideas about how to bring up children into practice. He had five illegimate children. All were soon after birth put in an orphanage.

Rousseau is also the inventor of the idea of the "noble savage". This means that primitive man in his "natural state” is morally uncorrupted. The reality however, is different. Primitive tribes are living a life of moral degeneration. Eg, The headhunters of Papua New Guinea and Irian Djaja.

Rousseau also influenced modern revolutionary thinking. He did not see governments as appointed by God. but based on the will of the people. It makes the state as expression of the will of the people, supreme in all areas of life.

Voltaire’s and even more Rousseau’s ideas paved the way for the French revolution of 1789 and the American Declarerion of Independence in 1776.

Revolutionary movements based upon this principle of people's power mostly produce oppressive dictatorships, not free democracies.

RATIONALISM VERSUS SCRIPTURE

Rationalism is not scriptural.

a) A Christian knows God and lives by faith. not by reason. (Job 28:12,13; Romans 1:17; 1 Corinthians 2:5‑14)

b) We don't have an absentee God. God is still interested in His creation. (Matthew 28:20; 1 Peter 5:7) 

c) Man is not noble and good in himself.(Romans 3:10, 23; Ephesians 2:3) 

d) Children cannot teach themselves. They have to be taught. (Proverbs 13:24; 22:6)

e) All power is from God. Governments are put there by God. (Romans 13:1‑5) 

f) The power of governments is limited. Governments should not take over what Is the responsibility if the individual.

Thetotalitarian state is a Satanic principle.(Revelation 13:16‑18)

27. . THE QUAKERS,  PIETISM, THE MORAVIANS 

THE QUAKERS - GEORGE FOX (1624‑1691)

George Fox was the son of a weaver. He was so shocked by the way the church people lived, that he left the church. He started to preach himself and gathered a group around him, who called themselves Friends. The name Quaker is a nickname, because in the early days they would shake with emotion during their meetings. The official name is Society of Friends.

They believe in the "inner light"; the illumination by the Holy Spirit. Something inside them that tells them what is the right thing to do. Such a revelation however should not contradict the Bible, right or sound reason.

They  rejected slavery, the oath, human titles and refused to fight in wars. Right from the start they were persecuted. But inspite of that Quakerism spread very rapidly. In six years they grew from 60 to 50,000. Because of the persecutions many went to America, among them William Penn, who founded Ppnnsylvania.

During their meetings, they wait till someone is moved by the Spirit to give a message. Sometimes that does not happen and then they leave without a word having been spoken. They call that a "Silent meeting"

PIETISM - PHILIPP JACOB SPENER (1635‑1705)

Pietism was a revival movement which originated in the Lutheran Church in Germany. Dead orthodoxy and intellectualism did not foster an inner Christian life. The result was noticable in the moral life of the people; in the increase of drunkenness and immorality.

When Philip J. Spener became pastor in Frankfurt he began to hold small private meetings for Bible Study and prayer. Others followed his example. These meetings were given the name “collegia pietatis”. This gave the movement the name "Pietism".

Spener put great emphasis on the Christian walk; doctrinal knowledge came second. He met much opposition in the Lutheran Church.

AUGUST HERMANN FRANCKE (1663‑1727)

One of Spener's pupils was his friend August Hermann Francke. Francke taught at the universitv of Leipzig. When he started his pietistic meetings there, he had a great following, but also much opposition.

Later he became a professor at the new university of Halle and this place soon became the centre of Pietism.

Franke was an energetic and very talented man. He founded a school for poor children. This school had such a good name, that even wealthy parents sent their children to it. Other succesful projects were an orphanage and a Bible Institute He had no money for all these projects, but he believed in answer to prayer. All the money,came from voluntary contributions.

NOTE 

1. Read about prayer in Matthew 7:7‑8; 21:22; John 14:12‑14; 16: 23‑24; 15:7. When king Frederick IV of Denmark was looking for missionaries for his colony in India he found them in Halle among Franckel’s students. During the 18th century this university produced 6Q missionaries.

2. A true revival always produces a renewed interest in missionary activities.

A MOVEMENT, NOT AN ORGANIZATION.

Pietism was a movement in the Lutheran Church. The Pietists never left the Lutheran Church. The influence of this movement was also felt in other countries, like Holland and in Scandinavia. It was not limited to the Lutheran churches only.

Pietism had some.shortcomings. It was weak in doctrine and some Pietists were ascetic and had a pharisaical attitude. Spener was against such things as going to the theatre, dancing and card playing, but others even prohibited the taking of a walk and frowned upon laughter. When Francle died Pietism began to loose its influence.

NICOLAUS LUDWIG,COUNT VON ZINZENDORF - (1700‑1760)

Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf’s father was a Pietist and a close friend of Spener. When Zinzendorf was ten years old, he was sent to Franckels school in Halle. Here with five friends he organized a club, which he called 'The Qrder of the Mustard Seed” They pledged themselves to evangelization.

Once when he visited Dusseldorf, Zinzendorf saw a painting which moved him deeply. It was Domenico Feti’s “Ecce Homo”  portraying  Jesus with the crown of thorns. On it the words:"This I did for you. What do you do for me?" 

Zinzendorf decided to become a missionary. His family, however, told him study law. Zinzendorf obeyed and after completing his studies he became a civil servant.

In 1722 Zinzendorf allowed a few families of the Moravian Brethren to live on his estate in Saxony. This group came

from Moravia near Prague, now in Czechoslovakia, then part of the Austrian Empire, where they were severely persecuted.

The Moravians were followers of John Huss. In 1457 they had organized themselves under the name Unitas Fratrum (Unity of the Brethern). During the Counter Reformation and the 30‑year war they were almost wiped out.

More refugees came and after a few years the group had grown to 300. Their community on Zinzendorf’s estate was called “Herrnhut” which means "The Lord's Protection". Zinzendorf became their leader. He gave up his government job to devote all his time to his new calling. He reorganized the Moravians and in 1727 the Unitas Fratrum was renewed.

THE MORAVIAN CHURCH 

Although Zinzendorf wanted the Moravians to become members of the Lutheran Church, they eventually formed a seperate denomination. known as the Moravian Church.

Today they are found in Germany, England, America and Holland. In Holland they are known as "Herrnhutters". Their administration centre is still in Herrnhut, Saxony.

In doctrine the Moravians are close to the Lutherans. Zinzendorf was a Pietist Lutheran. Christ and His suffering is central in their teaching. They have alwavs been very active in mission work. They worked in Africa, Asia, Greenland, Lapland and among the American Indians and they are still active.

The Moravian Church was, and still is, a small Church, but their influence was very great. Their example inspired other Protestant Churches to greater missionary activity.

28. METHODISM,  JOHN WESLEY, GEORGE WHITEFIELD.

SPIRITUAL DECLINE

The first part of the 18th century was for England a period of spiritual decline. The rationalistic religion of Deism was popular among the upper classes and the clergy. The Socians, as they were called, denied such important doctrines as the Trinity and the Deity of Christ.(Socians are named after two Italian brothers, Laelius and Faustus Socinus)

In the Anglican Church the higher clergy were very well paid. The lower clergy (vicars) were underpaid and neglectful in their pastoral duties. Preaching had lost its power. Sermons were boring, moralistic talks.

This spiritual decay was reflected in a slide of moral standards" Gambling and coarse, cruel forms of amusement were rampant. drunkenness was a big, social problem. The low price of gin did not help. One could get "drunk for a penny, dead drunk for twopence”

.

The revival that swept through England in this period is known as the Methodist movement. Its two great leaders were John Wesley and George Whitefield.

NOTES 

1)
When the Gospel is mixed with human philosophy, it will loose its power. The two won't mix. Read 1 Corinthians  1:17‑25; 3.18; Colossians 2:8; 1 Timothy  6:20‑21.

2)
In 1774 a group of Socians withdrew and formed the Unitarian Church.

JOHN WESLEY [1703-1791]

John  Wesley’s father wan an Anglican minister. He and his brother Charles ( 1707 – 1788) both studied at the University of Oxford. Here John became the leader of a group of students, the “Holy Club", also nicknamed Methodists because of their methodical way of spirituasl improvement through Bible study, prayer, fasting and visiting the prisoners and the poor.

Contact  with Moravians played an important part in Wesley's spiritual development. H(. experienced a real conversion through hearing Martin Luther's commentary on Romans when hefelt his ”heart strangely warmied”. 

He now trusted in Christ, realising that what he had tried up to now was, at least in part, salvation by works. Wesley went to Herrnhut to study the Moravian Church more closely.

For the next 50 years John Wesley travelled on horseback travelling more that 200,000 miles. He preached 42,000 sermons, often in the open air, calling sinners to repentance. He stressed that justification is by faith alone and through a sudden regeneration. He did not stay in one parish as other ministers. I  look upon the whole world as my parish he said.

GEORGE WHITEFIELD – [1714-1770]

George Whitefield was another member of the Holy Club. His father was an inn‑keeper. Whitefield had a similar conversion experience to John Wesley. Before his conversion his conviction of sin was so deep that he became very ill.

A brilliant preacher with a strong voice, he drew enormous crowds. It was Whitefield who introduced open air preaching. Both Whitefield and Wesley tried in particular to reach the unchurched.

Whitefield was a Calvinist. He believed in predestination. Wesley in man's free will. This difference in doctrine caused both men to work seperately. They were good friends however.

Whitefield paid seven visits to the American colonies and was instrumental in the Great Awakening, as the revival there became knowni. In Georgia he opened an orphanage.

Whitefield was not an organiser like Wesley. He did not leave a Church behind. His followers stayed in the Anglican Church. They are now known as the Low Church or Evangelical party.

THE METHODIST CHURCH.

John Wesley never wanted to seperate from the Anglican Church. To look after those who had responded to his preaching he organized congregations. And because there were not enough ordained men, he had to use lay‑preachers. 

He tried in vain to have them ordained by the Anglican bishops. Finally in 1784 he ordained them himself, although he was only a presbyter. (Only a bishop can ordain) This made the split inevitable. In 1795, four years after John Wesley’s death the Methodist Church bccame a seperate denomination.

HYMNS

This is also the period of hymn writing in England.Before that only psalms weresung in the churches.

Isaac Watts (1674‑1748), a congregational, is sometimes called the father of English hyinnody. He argued that by only singing psalms, the believer behaved as if Christ had never lived, died and been resurrected, He wrote many hymns. For example “When I survey the wondrous cross."

Other well known hymn writers of this period were John Newton, a converted slaver who wrote. "Amazing grace" , William Cowper:”There is a fountain filled with blood!” and William Williams:"Guide me, 0 Thou Great Jehovah” 

But the greatest of all the hymn‑writers was Charles Wesley who wrote over 7000 hymns. Among them “0 for a thouiand tongues to sing", "Love Divine, all loves excelling" and "And can it been that I should gain”.

THE EFFECT OF THE METHODIST MOVEMENT

This revival was not limited to the. Church of England. It reached other church groups as well and many outside the churches. New missionary societies, the British and Foreign Bible Society and the Sunday Schools are all fruits of this revival.

Mlethodism changed the face of' England and raised its social consciousnes, resulting in reforms, such as the abolition of slavery .

Most historians agree that this revival saved England from a revolution like the one that took place in France in 1789.

29. THECHURCH IN AMERICA, THE COLONIAL PERIOD

SOUTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA

The Spaniards and the Portuguese introduced Roman Catholicism into South and Central America. Although the early Spanish explorers came to America to look for gold, they still had a sense of Christian duty to preach the Gospel.

South and Central America are still predominantly Roman Catholic. The old pagan beliefs and practices have not completely disappeared, but are still alive under the veneer of Roman Catholicism.

NORTH AMERICA

The people who migrated from Northen Europe to North America took their religion with them. So the pattern of religion in the English colonies in America was a reflection of that of Northern Europe.

In l607 the English settled in Jamestown, Virginia, where they established the Anglican Church, or Episcopal Church, as the Anglican Church became known in the United States. This was the first protestant Church in America.

THE PILGRIM FATHERS.

In 1606 a group of Seperatists or Coniregationals had fled to Holland. The threat of a war with Spain and the fear that their children would assimilate in the Dutch population made them decide to migrate to America. 

They sailed with the Mayflower from Plymouth and landed at Cape Cod in 1620. This group is known as the Pilgrim Fathers, or Pilgrims. The area where they landed was afterwards called New  England.

They had hoped to go to Virginia, but the ship's crew told them to go ashore where they had struck land. In a way this was a good thing. Had they gone to Virginia, they would have experienced similar problems as they had in England.

It was in November when they landed. There was not very much food left and within six months half of them died. But the colony survived and even prospered.

Before they landed they drew up the “Mayflower Compact" This was in fact a plan for democratic self government. And so, right from the start, the ideas of democracy and self‑rule began to grow in the English colonies in North America.

After the first harvest was completed the next year, a day of thanksgiving was proclaimed. 

Thanksgiving, Day is still a national holiday in the United States.celebrated on the 4th or lasst Thursday in November

THE PURITAN
In the next twenty years the Pilgrims were joined by over 20.000 Puritans, who fled England. They founded Salem in Massachusetts. They adopted the congregational form of Church government. In theology they were Calvinistic. This commenced the Congregational Church in America.

The early colonists wore very much concerned about education. The Bible had first place in the cirriculum.

In 1636 a Christian College was founded at Cambridge in Massachusetts. In honour of the Rev.Harvard it was called Harvard College. This is now the Harvard University.

In 1701 another college was established in Connecticut. This later became Yale University named after Elihu Yale, who had generously supported it

DUTCH REFORMED CHURCH

In 1623 the Dutch founded a trading post on the upper Hudson, which they called New Amsterdam.The Dutch were Reformed (Calvinists).In 1664 this colony was captured by the English and renamed New York, but the Dutch Reformed Church was allowed to carry on unhindered.

THE BAPTISTS
In 1635 a young minister, Roger Williams was ordered out of Massechusetts because of his beliefs in the seperation of Church and State. He went to Rhode Island. Here in Providence the first Baptist Church in America was founded.

The great significance of Roger Williams lies in the fact that he stood so bravely for his belief in the complete seperation of Church and State.

THE QUAKERS AND WILLIAM PENN

At first the Quakers were not welcome in America. But then in 1667 William Penn, who possessed wealth and influence, became a convert. King Charles II owed  16,000 pounds to Penn’s father and to pay the debt he gave William Penn control of Pennsylvania.

Penn made a success of his colonial enterprise. He granted religious freedom, so that Pennsylvania became a refuge for those who were persecuted elsewhere because of their faith. He also made a peace treaty with the Indians.

Penn made propaganda for his colony in England, Holland and Germany and as a result a stream of colonists came to Pennsylvania. Between 1727 and 1745 many Germans, most of them Reformed or Lutheran,settled here.

The Friends, as the Quakers call themselves, established many schools and colleges in Pennsylvania

MARYLAND

Maryland, founded in 1632 was actually the first English colony which had religious tolerance, although it was founded by a Roman Catholic.

Because so few Catholics migrated to Maryland, the governor, Lord Baltimore, had to attract protestant settlers. To protect the Roman Catholic minority, he decreed freedom of religion, except however, for those who denied the Trinity.

MISSION 

From the early days on, the colonist tried to reach the American Indians. For example: John Eliot (1631‑1690), a Puritan from New England, made a great effort to preach the gospel to the Indians. He learned their language and translated the Bible. He sent several young. Indians to Harvard for training as pastors. In 1675 a war between Indians and the colonists destroyed much of his work.

In 1769 Spanish settlers came to San Diego Bay. Their padres (priests) worked with the Indians in California.

Witnessing to the Indians was very difficult. They spoke.a variety of languages and most tribes were nomadic.

THE GREAT AWAKENING

Deism and Rationalism had caused a religious and spiritual decline, but between 1734 und 1741 a revival took place, known as the Great Awakening. Prominent in this revival was Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758), who was a Congregational clergyman in New England. His gave sermons in which he pictured the wrath of God which had great impact.

During this revival the people became quite emotional; men would fall over, women became hysterical. Once when Edwards was preaching his sermon "Sinners in the hands of an angry God", his hearers were weeping and moaning so loudly that he had to stop to request silence.

The Great Awakening bore fruit. Out of a population of 300,000 between 25,000 and 50,000 new members joined the churches. George Whitefield also was very involved in this revival.

30. THE CHURCH IN AMERICA AND THE UNITED STATES

INDEPENDENCE

After the War of Independence (1776‑1?83), the thirteen colonies who seperated themselves from England, became the United States.

John Wesley took the English side, which put the Methodists in a difficult position during the war. The other churches supported the war. For many the war was a holy cause.

The Presbyterians, Baptists and Quakers began to organize themselves now on a national scale. So did the Episcopals, Roman Catholic, Methodists and the Reformed Churches, who had up to this point been controled from Europe. So with political independence came religious independence.

DISESTABLISHMENT

An established church is a state churcn. All the citizens of the state are supposed to belong to it. In the early days those who did not belong to the established church, like the Baptists and the Quakers were driven out of the colony.

At the end of the colonial period there were two established churches: Congregational and Episcopal. The Baptists and the Quakers believed in the seperation of state and church. In the colonies where they were in the majority, there was no established church.

The Baptists were leading the fight for disestablishment. This principle of seperation of state and church and of freedom of religion, which is a result of it, now form a fundamental part of law in the United States [ 1st Amendment to the Constitution).

A SECOND AWAKENING

At the end of the 18th Century a second revival took place. This revival began at the colleges in the East and spread to the frontier in the West (Kentucky, Tennessee). Morals on the frontier were low and whisky had a lot to do with it.

It was during this revival that camp meetings were first held. Thousands would come to these meetings, which could last up to seven days.

The revival had begun among the Presbyterians, but it were the Baptists and Methodists who grew in numbers. Their preachers were not always so highly educated as Presbyterian ministers but their simple, sometimes emotional sermons were better suited for life on the frontier. Especially the Methodists were very succesful. The Methodists circuit rider was not confined to one place or one congregation. Travelling around on horseback he preached in every settlement he went through.

THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE

Central North America, between Quebec and New Orleans was a French colony, called Louisiana. The idea was to develop this huge area into a French speaking and Roman Catholic colony. But these ambitious plans came to nothing. Quebec was lost to the English in 1759 and in 1803 Napoleon, realising that Louisiana could not be defended in a war against England sold it to the United States for $ 15,000,000.

NOTES 

1). Most of the land West ofLouisiana wasruled by Spain, Another Roman Catholic country. Around 1850 this area also became part of the United States.

2). Most people in Quebec, Canada still speak French as their first language.

3). The present state of Louisiana which its capital New Orleans, is only a small part of the former French colony.

IMMIGRATION

In particular the Lutherans and the Roman Catholics grew in numbers as a result of the wave of immigration during the 19th Century.

The Lutherans came from Germany and Scandinavia. The Roman Catholics from Germany and Ireland. The great Irish potato famine made many Irish migrate to America. 

During the 1830's a group of Dutch Calvinists settled in the state of Michigan. They later joined the Reformed Churches.

SLAVERY

The first slaves were imported in 1619 and slowly the system spread. After 1783 the Northern states turned more

and more against it and later began to give the slaves their freedom. In 1807 importation of slaves into the United States was prohibited.

Most slaves were in the South, where they worked on the plantations.The Southern states feared that their economy would collapse if slavery would be abolished. Slavery was an issue which increasingly divided the nation. 

Churches split because of it and it was the main cause of the civil war (1861‑1865). Mrs Harriet Beecher Stowels book "Uncle Tom's Cabin", published in 1852 had an immense influence. Finally the Civil War decided the issue and over 3,000,000 negroes were set free.

NEW DENOMINATIONS

From the early 19th Century on, the churches in the United States were plagues with schisms. Unitarians ministers, opposed to revivals, began to organize seperate Unitarian Churches. It began In 1785 in Boston and soon more than 100 Unitarian Churches appeared in New England. 

Congregationals opposed to Unitarianism opened a new seminary (Andover) after a Unitarian became professor in Theology at Harvard. Some of the new denominations which arose in this period were so far removed from the Biblical truth that they are usually referred to as sects.

THE MORMONS

In 1830 Joseph Smith published a sequence to the Bible, which he claimed to have translated from golden plates dug up somewhere in the state of New York on a spot revealed to him by the angel Moroni. He formed his church in 1830. In 1840 problems with the community caused the group to move to Nauvoo, Illinois.

In 1843 the introduction of polygamy turned the public against the Mormons. Joseph Smith and his brother, who were both in jail, were shot by a mob. Under the next leader, Brigham Young, the Mormons moved to Utah where they founded Salt Lake City and where they still have their headquarters. Here they built a huge temple and a Tabernacle.

The ceremonies of this strange sect contain many masonic elements. When in 1862 polygamy was outlawed in the United States, the practise was abandoned.

The Mormons are active evangelists. The sect, which is officially called "The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints" has more than 3,000,000 members. 

OTHER SECTS

Other sects arose during this period. Among them were the Sevnth Day Adventists. This group is not so far removed from orthodoxy that is should be classified as a sect.

Spiritualism. This age old practice of communion with the dead or necromancy is strictly forbidden in the Bible (Deuteronomy 18:10‑14; Isaiah 8:19). Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, the creator of Sherlock Holmes, was a well known spiritualist.

Christian Science. In 1875 Mrs Mary Baker Eddy published "Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures". She stated that matter, evil and sickness are only delusions. God is all and all is God. Realisation of this "truth" frees one from evil and sickness. This doctrine is neither Christian nor scientific.

Jehovah's Witnesses. This sect was organized by Charles Taze Russell in 1872. Their publications "Watchtower" and "Awake,, are well‑known. They deny the Trinity and the Deity of Christ.

MASS EVANGELISATION

After the civil war revivalism changed. Mass meetings were held in public halls, mostly in the urban centres. Powerful preaching and hymn singing attracted huge crowds. Around 1875 Dwight L. Moody became famous as an evangelist. This form of evangelism is still popular. Eg. Billy Graham.

31. PROTESTANTISM IN THE 19TH CENTURY

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND

Those who had been influenced by the Methodist revival, in particular through the preaching of Whitefield, but had stayed in the Church of England,formed there the Low Church Party or Evangelical Party.

Around 1830 leaders in the Church of England feared that this church would lose its privileged position as State Church. They became known as the High Church Party. This group tried to move the Church back in the direction of Rome in liturgy and doctrine.

Because many of its leaders were connected with the Oxford University this group became also known as the Oxford movement. One of its leaders was Henry 
Newman (1801‑1890), who later went over to the Roman Catholic Church, where he became a cardinal.

Other names for this group are Tractarian movement, for their publications "Tracts for the Times or Puseyite movement, after Edward Pusey, who succeeded Newman as leader.

The High Church Party is still a powerful force in the Anglican Church.

The Broad Church Party would like to see every citizen a member of the State Church. To make the Church acceptable for everyone there should be no creeds, so that everyone can believe what he wants. The Broad Church Party is the liberal or modernistic sector of the Anglican Church.

Protestants outside the Established Church are sometimes called non conformists. 

THE BRETHREN

The Brethren are sometimes called Plymouth Brethern, because there this group originated in 1830 through the work of John N. Darby (1800‑1882). Darby was dissatisfied with the spiritual climate of the Anglican Church in his days.

George Muller, who founded a large orphanage in Bristol,was a member of this church. On the continent they were known as Darbytes.

The Brethren do not have ordained ministers. They believe in a literal interpretation of the Bible. The group suffered many schisms and they are now divided into six groups.

THE SALVATION ARMY

The Salvation Army was founded by William Booth (1829‑1912), a former Methodist minister. It began its mission in the slums of London. In 1878 it was reorganized along its quasi‑military lines with its uniforms, bands and military ranks, as we know it today. Booth became the first general, his helpers were called captains. Music plays an important part.

The Salvation Army does not observe the sacraments (Communion and Baptism), because as Booth put it: “they divide Christian from Christian." Their work among the poor and other disadvantaged people have earned them the respect also of non‑Christians.

MISSION

During the 19th century there was a great missionary effort. The missionary‑explorer David Livingstone and J. Hudson Taylor, the founder of the China Inland Mission, lived and worked during this period.

EVOLUTION

In 1859 Charles Darwin published his book "The Origin of Species", in which he formulated the theory of evolution. To this theory all forms of life on earth have evolved from lower forms. The principle behind it is the "survival of the fittest". Man and ape are supposed to have a common ancestor.

Evolution is in contradiction with the Bible. God created all life forms "to its kind (Genesis 1:11-12,21,24-25). Man is not a clever animal, but he is created "in God's image" (Genesis 1:27). And if there never was a first Adam, there cannot be a second one (1 Corinthians 15:45‑49).

There is no real scientific proof for evolution. (Scientific: by observation or by expiriment) The "missing link" between Man and Ape has never been found. Still, today evolution is taught as fact.

BIBLICAL CRITICISM

Biblical criticism is the application of the theory of evolution to religion. The Bible is no longer seen as inspired by the Holy Spirit, as God speaking to mankind, but as a.historical account of the development of religious feelings and ideas. 

Biblical Criticism originated in Germany, where philosophy had largely replaced the faith of the Reformation. Bible Criticism or Higher Criticism found a great following in Britain.

Modernism, as we call it today, places the mind of man above faith. It has invaded most Protestants Churches.

SPURGEON (1834‑1892)

Charles Haddon Spurgeon was England's greatest preacher during the 19th century. He was a Calvinist Baptist. He became a minister was he was 17 years old. Two years later he moved to London, where his preaching attracted many people. No church or hall was big enough o hold the crowds.

In 1861 the Metrolpolitan Tabernacle was built. This building could hold 6,000 people and was always filled. By 1891 Spurgeon's congregation had grown to nearly 15,000 people. Spurgeon preached each Sunday and his sermons were read by many. He also produced a monthly magazine, called "The Sword and the Trowel" (Nehemiah 4:17‑18) and many books. He founded a Pastors College at which by the time he died 900 pastors had received their training there.

THE REFORMED CHURCHES IN THE NETHERLANDS

After the Napoleontic period Holland became a kingdom under the House of Orange, and the Dutch Reformed Church became the State Church. In 1834 a group seceeded from the Dutch Reformed Church, displeased with the new form of Church Government and the low doctrinal standards. Many of this group went to Michigan, United States.

In 1886 another, larger group. under leadership of Abraham Kuyper, left the State Church. In 1892 both groups united to form the Reformed Churches. Under Kuyper's leadership this Church became very active.

Abraham Kuyper (1837‑1920) was a Modernistic minister, who was converted to orthodox Calvinism through the influence of members in his first congregation. He became an opponent of Modernism and Bible criticism.

Kuyper applied the Christian principles to every domain of life: social, cultural, political and educational. He was a leader of a political party, based upon Calvinist principles. From 1901‑1905 he was Prime Minister. In 1880 he founded a Reformed University.

In 1944 a difference in opinion about baptism and the powers of a synod caused about ten percent to leave the Reformed Church to form the Free Reformed Churches.

32. ROMAN CATHOLICISM IN THE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY

LOSS OF POWER

Rationalism, the French Revolution and the Napoleonic wars had resulted in a serious loss of power for the Papacy. In France the Roman Catholic Church had lost its church property and its position as the national  established Church. From 1799 till 1905 bishops in France were not appointed by the pope, but by the state.

After the Napoleontic wars the papacy managed to regain some of its lost glory.

In 1814 the order of the Jesuits was restored and they became the real power behind the papal throne. This order had been abolished in 1773, because it had made itself too unpopular by interfering in politics.

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

In 1848 a wave of revolution swept over West Europe. In the Papal States the people declared the republic and the pope had to flee. But in 1850 France and Austria made it possible for the Pope to return.

The Pope attributed his delivery to the Virgin Mary and in 1854, urged on by the Jesuits, he proclaimed the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception of Mary. 

This means that from the moment of conception Mary had been kept free from the stain of original sin that is the sinful nature we have inherited from Adam.

THE PAPAL STATES

In 1860 the papacy lost most of the Papal States to the king of Sardinia. When in 1870 Rome became the capital of Italy, lt put an end to the temporal power of the Pope. 

For 1400 years the pope had not only been a religious leader, but also a wordly ruler. All that was left of it now was the Vatican in Rome. From then on the popes regarded 
themselves as "prisoner of the Vatican".

It was not until 1929 that he Papacy came to terms with the state of Italy and accepted a settlement offered by Mussolini.

ULTRA MONTANISM

In 1870 the first Vatican Council, called by Pope Pius IX, declared that the Pope was infallible when speaking ”ex cathedra". The Pope therefore became the final authority in matters of faith and morals. It really made Church Councils unnecessary.

When the Pope speaks ex cathedra "from the teacher's chair", it means that he speaks from his authoritative position as Pope and not as a private person. It is of interest that when the pope announced the decree of his infallibility in the St. Peter's Church, outside a terrible thunderstorm was raging. Many saw this as a token of God’s displeasure.

Those in the Roman Catholic Church who want to see all political and religious power in the hands of the Pope are known as Ultra montanists. The term Ultra‑montanism comes from France, meaning "from over the mountains" i.e.the Alps.

Miracle healings, appearances of the Virgin Mary, as in Lourdes and Fatima, and stigmata, were powerful means to make propaganda for the Roman Catholic Church. Stigmata are marks on a person's body corresponding to the wounds Jesus suffered at the crucifixion.

OLD CATHOLICS

Those in the Roman Catholic Church who could not accept the doctrine of the infallibility of the pope left and in 1871 they formed the Old Catholic Church. However, this was not a reformation. The Old Catholic Church are not protestant in doctrine.

In the Old Catholic Church the priests are allowed to marry. The Mass is said in the vernacular (language of the people, instead of Latin) and they are recognised by the Anglican Church.

There are now about 250,000 Old Catholics in the world, mainly in the United States,,Germany and The Netherlands.

MARY'S ASSUMPTION

In 1950 pope Pius XII, speaking “ex cathedral', proclaimed that the assumption of Mary was a Roman Catholic dogma. it meant that Mary in body and soul was taken up to heaven, just like Jesus was.

Mary has, in Roman Catholic theology, contributed to Christ's redemptive work by her willingness to become the "Mother of God". (Luke 1 .38). In heaven she mediates between the believer and her Son, Jesus Christ. There is nothing in the Bible that supports this exalted position of Mary. see Matthew 12: 47‑50; John 2:4.

VATICAN 11 (1962‑1965)

The second Vatican Council was called by pope John XXIII. Its purpose was “aggioranamento” or updating of the Church. This council resulted in a few important changes such as the use of the vernacular in the Mass; a greater recognition of the laity; 

Protestants are no longer called schismatics and heretics but seperated brethern and a growing interest in the ecumenical movement was also seen at this council.

.

But the most remarkable change is possibly the change in attitude towards the Bible. Bible reading had always been discouraged by the Church., now the laity is encouraged to read and study the Bible.

JOHN PAUL II

The Roman Catholic Church is now lead by the energetic and popular Pope John Paul II. Cardinal Wojtyla, as he was known before he became Pope, comes from Poland and has a good understanding of communism.

He follows the course set out by Vatican II, but is more conservative than John Paul I and John XXIII. He Is opposed to the liberal tendencies in the Church, which are very strong in Holland. This may explain the cold and hostile reception the pope received when he visited this country.

33. TOTALITARIANISM; FASCISM AND COMMUNISM

TOTALITARIANISM

After World War I many leftist and rightist totalitarian states arose, led by one man or by an elite group. A totalitarian state does not allow rival loyalties or parties. Propaganda and secret police are the means by which control over the population is exercised. The state with its own official ideology tries to rule over the minds of the people. In such a climate it can be very difficult for churches to operate. Today most of the world’s population is living under a totalitarian government.

FASCISM

The first modern rightist anti communist totalitarian state was Mussolini's Fascist Italy. It came to power in the early twenties. Since then all rightist totalitarian movements modelled on Mussolini's Italy were called fascist. Fascism is always strongly nationalist in its outlook but in its totalitarianism similar to communism.

The Roman Catholic Church supported the fascist dictatorships in Spain and Portugal. In 1929 the papecy came to terms with the fascist regime in Italy and in 1933 with the Nazis in Germany. However in 1937 the Pope criticized both nazism and communism.

After World War II fascism as a political ideology had lost most of the significance it had before,

Notes

1) The word fascist is derived from fasces; a bundle of rods with an axe in the middle. This ancient Roman symbol of authority was used by the fascists as their party insignia.

2) In communist terminology any group or government opposed to communism Is labelled fascist.

NAZISM

Many Christians in Germany were willing to cooperate with Hitler. Known as "German Christians" they organized themselvesunder a nazi “Reich‑bishop”. But Hitler did not want a powerful church organization, even it it was pro‑nazi. The word nazi is an abbreviation of Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei or NSDAP, "National Socialist German Worker's Party

A small group of Chistians, called the German Confessional Church, led by Karl Berth, Martin NiemoIler and Dietrich Bonhoeffer spoke out against nazism. Barth, a Swiss, was expelled; Niemoller spent the whole Nazi period in a concentration camp and Bonhoeffer was hanged in 1945.

It was Hitler's intention to do away with the churches altogether, but he never came that far. Hitler also persecuted the Jews. They were non‑Aryans (not of the same race as the people in northwest Europe) and were made the scapegoat for all Germany's problems. 

During World War II it is said 6,000,000 Jews, a third of the world's Jewish population, were systematically killed in extermination camps. This became known as the Holocaust. 500,000 Gypsies, another non‑Aryan minority group,shared the same fate. Hostility to Jews is called anti‑semitism. Read Genesis 12:3

MARXISM

Heinrich Karl Marx (1818‑1883) was a German Jew, who spent half his life in England, where he wrote his main work “Das Kapitall” (The Capital).

Marx claimed to have discovered the class struggle. There is, according to Marx, a continuous war going on between two groups in society; the wage earners, which he called the proletariat and those who own the means of production, like land and factories, called the bourgeoisie.

The instrument by which the bourgeoisie oppresses the proletariat is the state. That means that the class struggle becomes a war against the state, in other words, a revolution. The communist party is the instrument used by the proletariat to fight the state.

In the end the rich will become richer, the poor will become poorer and the middle class will disappear. The proletariat will ultimately win the class struggle. The classes will then disappear and the state, which was the instrument of oppression of the now defeated bourgeoisie, will wither away. For a communist this is not a philosophy, but a science in which he religiously beliefs.

DIALECTICAL MATERIALISM

The "official" name of Marx’s philosophy is historical materialism, or better,dialectical materialism. The dialectic is taken from Hegel, a German philosopher (1770‑1831): An idea and its opposing force clashes, forming a new force.(thesis and antithesis form a synthesis). 

Materialism is taken from Feuerbach, another German philosopher (1804‑72). "A man is what he eats". The concept was that man's faith is a result of his economic circumstances.

COMMUNISM

Communism or Marxism‑Leninisin is Lenin's interpretation of Marxism. Lenin (Vladimir Ilich Ulyanov, 1870‑1924) declared that it is essential to use violence and bloodshed in overthrowing a bourgeoisie government.

Where the communist have come to power, the first step is the establishment of the "dictatorship of the proletariat". The proletariat is of course represented by the communist party. During this period the party rules by terror and the bourgeoisie elements are either assimilated or liquidated.

The way the communists work is as follows. Because of their tactics communists activity is hard to detect for those who don't know their philosophy and the.way they operate. Here are some of their methods: 

1) Communists rarely operate openly as communists, but rather behind the scenes of so called "front organizations 

These front organizations are led by left‑wing sympathizers or by naive Prominent persons. Example: Some of the Peace and anti‑nuclear movements. 

2) Communists infiltrate into existing organizations and by hard work will reach important positions. The organization then becomes a communist tool. Examples: some unions and independence movements.

3) Communists will support any group or country, even declared enemies, if that will promote the communist cause. Example: The communists in the Allied countries did not support the war effort until 1941 when Germany invaded Russia.

EVALUATION

The communist state'is a counterfeit millenium. All human attempts to create a perfect human society on earth fail. It began in Babel (Genesis 11:4), it will end with the empire of the Antichrist (Revelation 13:11‑18).

Man cannot establish the millenium, Christ will, (Isaiah 2:2‑4; Revelation 20:4,6). 




Marxism is a materialistic and atheistic philosophy, denying the existence of God and of the spiritual side of man. Marx called religion an opiate.

Communism has no respect for human life. Millions were killed to establish communism in Russia and China. And more recently, between 1975 and 1979 the Khmer Rouge killed between 1,500,000 and 3,000,000 people in Cambodia out of a population of 7,000,000.

Preaching the class struggle causes division and hatred. The Christian point of view is that in a society all should work together in love.

Communism does not cause a withering away of the state. The opposite happens. The middle class in the "capitalist" countries did not disappear as Marx predicted; it grew.

It should be noted that the voluntary sharing of goods and property as practised by the early church in Jerusalem has nothing to do with modern communism. 

COMMUNISM versus CHRISTIANITY

The position of Christians in communist countries varies.In some countries they are just tolerated (East Germany, Poland). In other countries. like Russia, Roumania and China Christians are persecuted and subject to imprisonment and torture.

At present one third of the world's population lives under a communist government and country after country falls victim to it.

Communism is a major threat to Christianity, not only as an ideology, but also because of its commitment to world conquest and its political and military power.

Today’s situation can be compared with the Barbarian invasions of Rome in the fifth century and the threat of Islam from the eighth till the sixteenth century 

34. CHRISTIANITY IN THE 20TH CENTURY AND THE FUTURE OF THE CHURCH

THE SOCIAL GOSPEL

Champions of the Social Gospel believed that it was the task of the Church to realise the kingdom of God on earth through the application of Christ's teachings. The attention was shifted from the salvation of the individual to the building of a just society.

This Social Gospel was widely accepted by the liberal churches. It was based upon the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man. 

This also fostered the idea of world peace, to be achieved through human effort. It should be noted that the doctrine of the universal brotherhood of man and the fatherhood of God is not scriptural. Read John 8:42‑44.

World War I and the Great Depression of 1929 shattered the idea of human progress and around 1930 what became known as Neoorthoxy became popular.

NEO‑ORTHODOXY

The Swiss theologian Karl Barth (1886‑1968) taught that God was transcendent rather than immanent; God is "wholly other" and man, rather than having a spark of the divine in him, is sinful. 

Christianity is a matter of revelation, not man's ideas about religion.

Neo‑orthodoxy, although it moved away from liberal theology, is not free of the old liberal Biblical criticism. By 1960 Barth's influence had been replaced by more radical theologians, like for example Bultmann.

OTHER MODERN THEOLOGIES

Rudolf Bultmann (1884‑1976) believed that the gospel must be demythologized to seperate the myth from the message. This undermines the confidence in the Bible.For how do we know what is myth and what a historical fact?

In 1963 the Anglican bishop Robinson popularized these views in his book "Honest to God". The theology of the liberation of Latin America sees salvation in terms of economic and political liberation. It is leaning towards Marxism.

FUNDAMENTALISM

In 1909 twelve booklets were published, called "The Fundamentals" in which Christian doctrines were upheld against modernism., The doctrines considered fundamenta are: the infallibility of the Bible; the virgin birth and Deity of Christ; Christ's sacri​fice on the Cross as atonement for sin; the physical resurrection and the physical second coming of Christ. Generally the name Fundamentalist is not given to those orthodox churches which are not pre‑millennial.

Around 1920 Fundamentalism became an organized movement in the United States where it still is a powerful force. The Moral Majority, of which the Fundamentalists form an important parts, Iobbbies against issues like abortion, homosexuality and pornography.

PENTECOSTALISM

Pentecostalism began in the United States early the 20th century. It is an offshoot of the Holiness Churches which developed , around 1880 in reaction to growing modernism and worldliness in the Methodist Churches.

The personal experience of the Holy Spirit as a mark of a Christian is emphasized. In Pentecostalism 'healing and speaking in tongues play an important part.

There are many different pentecostal denominations. Most are fundamentalist in doctrine. Since the 1960’s the charismatic movement has also infiltrated other churches like the Episcopals, Lutherans and the Roman Catholics.

Pentacostalism can be regarded as a fourth major group in Christianity, alongside Greek/Russian Orthodoky, Roman Catholicism and Protestantism.

There are many Pentecostals in the world today. Most are found in Africa and South America, where Pentecostalism is growing fast with 80% of the Chilean and 70 % of the Brazilian Protestants are pentacostal.

CULTS

Several new cults have appeared since World War I.

The Church of Scientology, the brainchild of its founder L. Ron Hubbard practises (for a fee) a form of councilling, which they call "auditing". Hubbard's science “Dianetics” is not recognised by other scientists. A board of inquiry appointed by the Victorian government even called it a fraud.

The World Wide Church of God was founded by Herbert W.Armstrong. Their magazine "The Plain Truth", booklets and a correspondenece cours~ are offered free. They belief that the people of England and the U.S.A. are in fact the lost~ten tribes (British Israelism).

Astrology, the belief that the sun., moon, planets and stars effect our lives,goes back to 3000 BC and comes from the Chaldeans of Babylon.,(See Daniel 2:2) It is very popular today and every periodical has now a horoscope. Astrology should not be confused with Astronomy. Astronomy is a science; Astrology a superstition.

Hare Krishna and Transcendental Meditation both come from India and forms of Hinduism.

The Unification Church of Sun Myung Moon was founded in Korea in 1954. They use a form of brainwashing and mindcontrol over their followers. 

Occultism, witchcraft and Satan Worship are very similar. It really is a revival of the religion of the Celts and the Gauls as it was practised by their Druids (priests) before the coming of Christianity.

THE ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT

The ecumenical movement is the effort of the Protestant churches toward unity. Several mergers of different denominations have already taken place, for example: In 1925 in Canada the Congregationalists, the Methodists and the Presbyterians formed the United Church of Canada. In 1977 the same thing happened in Australia.

The largest attempt toward Christian unity is the World Council of Churches. It grew out of the World Missionary Conference held in Edinburgh in 1910 and it was finally formed in 1948 in Amsterdam. The W.C.C. has its permanent headquarters in Geneva. The Assembly meets every 7 years.

The Roman Catholic Church has always rejected the ecumenical movement. Their attitude was that unity could only come through a return to the only "true Church", which they of course see as the Roman Catholic Church. 

Since Vatican II Rome’s attitude has changed and they now send observers. Several Orthodox Churchesfrom communist countries have also joined the W.C.C. The W.C.C. is increasingly moving toward the left. Salvation is seen as liberation from political oppression. In 1975 the W.C.C. openly supported guerilla movements in Southern Africa.

Some of the more orthodox churches are organized in the International Council of Christian Churches and the World Evangelical Fellowship.

The true Church, the Body of Christ, should be seen as a living organism rather than as an organization. Spiritual unity is more important than organizational unity.

MISSION

Two hundred years ago Christianity was, with a few exceptions seen as the white man's religion. Today it is truly a world religion, but the work of the mission is still going on.

In Asian and African countries there is a tendency to identify foreign missionaries with former colonial empires. In some countries missionary work has been restricted. In communist countries all missionary activity is forbidden.

In Africa a reaction against what was felt as paternalism from the side of the white missionaries has led to the formation of thousands of independent, mostly pentecostal, African church groups.

Islam has always resisted Christianity. In many Arab countries it Is experiencing a revival. Supported by the petro dollar from Arab countries, Islam is now actively seeking converts. one could say that today in Africa there is a race going on between Christianity and Islam.

Hinduism and Buddhism are still alive and have adjusted to Western civilization.

South America has provided new opportunities for mission and radio has made it possible to reach even those behind the iron and bamboo curtains.

More than half of the missionaries all over the world at this time come from the United States.

THE FUTURE OF THE CHURCH

The Church has survived for nearly two thousand years. Christ will ensure that the Church will continue to survive till the day it will meet Him in the air.(Matthew  28:20; 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17)

How far that day is away we don't know. Some events like the establishment of the state of Israel in 1948 and the return of Jerusalem Into Jewish hands in 1967, are as 'signs of the times we are living in, hard to ignore.(Matthew 24:32; Luke 21:24)

But it is not for the Church to work out when the Lord will return (Matthew 24:36; 2 Peter 3:8‑10), but to live in the expectation that He will come soon. (Romans 13:12; 1 Corinthians 1:7)
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